




4· '[his is shewn thus: by building altars in the house of the Lord is
denoted to pen"ert. and corrupt the inmost principles of true worship,
becau~e the altar, In the be.st sense, denotes true worship and in the
opposite s.ense_ corrupt worship, Jo,64~, and the house of the Lord denotes
the worsl!I}) of the Lord from celestial love, which is the inmost principle
of worship, ~04.8, 338-1-; and by the Lord saying" In j crusalcn: will 1
put 111)' l:~Ulle," IS d.el!otcd that t lie quality of true worship is manifested
In celestial and ~pI.rItu~~1 truths, because nn mc denotes quality, 1..1-5, and
j crusalcrn, as distinguishcd {ron} S~lI))~lri~l, denotes the church as to
ce~e.stIal good and truth, ~-1,66, bu r, as distinguished from ~ion, as to
SpIrItl!al goocl a.n~l truth, ~909, and thus, generally, the church as to
celestIal. and spiritunl truths; besides which it is also to he noted here,
th~.lt. while this verse has refc rcncc to what is distinctly celestial and
SpIrItt,Ial, th?_ next .rc1:ltes to what is na turn l, and t hn t the quality of
go 0 dIs 111~ In II est cd 111 t r11t IJ s, <y() -L1.

5· T'his is sl~ewn as follows: ,-- to build altars denotes to pervert and
corrupt \VOrShIp, 10,64~; the courts of the house of the Lord denote
the interior and exterior principles of the natural degree, 974 1 ; 'and the
host of heaven denotes the falsitlcation of all truths, ver. 3.

6. 'This appears frol11. the signification of Inaking his son to pass
through the fire as denoting to COnSUl11e the truth of the church in their
lusts., chap. xvi. 3; of practising augury, and enchantments, and of
dealing \vI~h th~n1 that had familiar spirits and wi th wizards, as denoting
to pervert mterror truths, exterior truths, and things ex tcrna l as to good
and truth, so as to make truth appear like fa lsi ty and falsitv like truth
7~97, 9 I 88 ; and of worl~ing much evi l in the sight of the Lon*l to provoke
Hun to anger as denoting to coutirrn evil states and avert themselves
frorn the Lord, 4839, 17:28, 5~98. I t will he proper to add here, how­
e vc r, that the fo u r t c rr 11~ 11S c (~ 111 t his v (~Xse fo r the v: Irio t1ski n d s 0 f 111 a g ic
arc the .s;1111e a~ th(~sc gI\'cn m .the .'1I1/;(JF;".I·l'd I ~')'.li(J1I of" thc Scr ipt.urcs,
except In the Iirst msta ncc, which IS there rendered "obsen-ccl tin1cs" .
,lIs;) that th~ Latin equi:'a!ents for the original IIebre\\' words in ..A.C:
9 I 88, are lllli'JTot,ralls lJI/crlla llll<rllrllior illloTO<JtlJl v pyl/tO/IClJI and
arioius, which a~-e. trari~lateci b):'" the R~\". Joh n ''''Cl~wes as 111e~11;ing
IhoSL' ,£(-,ho ash' (jllt'slIOJlS (!/ /ht' hells, /hose '/t'/;o ar: <r/(l l'll 10 (u!<rIIJT t/rosr
7('/10 tl,\'k q lIesl;"oJ!s (!/ tr jrlJll ;"I;"{(r ,1/);"r;"l, and I/;O.I'l:""ll."/lo art' s;;olJ:.\'/n'i'rs;
and that asslll11ing these terms as a correct translation of- the
1,1 e b re w, we h.ivc thcricc concluded that they denote n'spcct ivcI y those
who pervert i n tcrtor truths, exterior truths, and things cxtcrna.l as to
~·ood. and as to t!'uth, because asking questions of the hells illlplies an
lntCrIOr c1e~Tee of cl~pr;1 \',1 ty, and consult ing" a r;lIl1 iliar spi ri t ~\n e\terior
dc.gT~e~ whIlc the pall'S of tCrJllS refcr l'Cspecli\'Cly to good and truth, and
thIS IS ln hanl10ny also \\'ith the series of the intcrnal sense,

7· 'I~his .is I~ro\·e.d _tl.HIS: the gra\'cn ill1ag'c of the Asherah, denotes the
esse n t Ia I /;11 SIt)~ 0 I fa I t h \\.itho II t ch a ri ty, \'cr. 3 ; ~ ~ ()(); s c tt i11 g itin t h c
h(~llSC, c1cno,tcs In ~lppL'ar~lI1CC as frOll1 good, :2233, 223-1- ; what the J...ord
sa~d. to Uand and to Sololl1ol1, clenotes that it is the doctrinc of both the
sp~n.tL1~ll a~l~1 ,~~~lesti.~l ch~Irches, ..[1.1~'. ~05, ()~~; 73°-1-; nanle denotes
CjUtllIt), 1-1-), In thIS house, ~Incl In Jerus~tleIn," denotes as to good and
truth, ~~33, 223-1-, -1-°:2; ,.. which I ha\'c chose11,;' denotes their union
b~cause.it denotes the I(/~' of good and truth, ]9°°; '" and out of all th~
tnl~es of Israel~); denotes that the lifc of good and truth, and thc doctrine
whIch teaches It are the essential and cOll1ple\ of all I )i\,ine truths, ]858.

8. '[his is e\·iclent because by the feet arc denoted the natural life of

man, ~ J6~ ; by wandering is denoted to fall into errors, 382; by the
land is denoted a state of heavenly life which is the union, or rather the
conjunction, of good and truth, 3705 ; by" which I gave to their fathers,"
is denoted that the Lord gives the life of heaven to the chur~hes, 4700 ;
by" if only they will observe," is denoted that man I11USt In .freedoD1
co-operate with the Lord as is evident, 1937, 1947; and by doing what
the Lorcl commanded and what Moses C0111111anded is denoted, also
evidently, both internal and external obedience, or in other words,
ol.cd icncc from the conjunction of good and truth, 200£,4859.

<J. Th is is obvious fro 111 considering that not hearkening, denotes un­
wiIlingness to serve the Lord, 2542; that Manasseh denotes the c.or­
ruptcd church generally and individually, ver. 1; and that seducing
thcrn to do evil more than did the nations which the Lord destroyed
l icfotc the children of Israel, denotes to produce greater evils arnong
111en tban are produced by the evils of the merely natural man, from
which the Lord by redemption and regeneration delivers them, cl:ap.
xvi. 3. This verse teaches, therefore, that the evils and en:ors sprIng­
ing from the love of dominion, and from the pride of human intelligence
are more mischievous than the abuse of merely natural loves, and the
reason is obvious when we C0111e to consider that the former loves
more than the latter close up the mind against the influx of spiritual
beat and light.

10. This is quite clear from the signification of Lord as denoting
Divine Good, ~001 ; of the prophets as denoting Divine Truth, 9 I 88,
9198; and of speaking and saying as denoting illustration and per­
ception, 10,290.

I I. This is dcmonstrn.ted from the considerations that Manasseh de­
notes the corrupted celestial church, ver. I; that abominations and
doing wickedly, denote clearly both evil and error, 683 ; . th(~t "above
all that the Arnoritcs did," denotes in excess of the iniquity of the
merely natural 111£1n, 1857, 6859; and that Manasseh making JudCl;h to
sin with his idols denotes the adulteration of the good and thefalsifica­
tion of the truth of the church, 1205, 1328, 3654. But in order to
clearly understand the specific signification given in the ninth verse
and in this ve rsc to the nations that were expelled from the land of
Canaan and to the Arnoritcsvnarncly, "the evils of the merely natural
m.i n," it is to be rcrnc m licrcr] first that those nations, and the j\1110ri tcs
denote evils and falsities ill <~'e/lcral and thus bol/l the evils and falsities
of a corrupted church and· those of the 111erely natural man, as n1ay
he seen hr c0l11paring ()306, where they are said to represent those
infernals who abollt the tin1c of the Lord's COIning would occupy a
considerable part of heaven, and thus the forl11er, \vith 6859, where
they are said to represent the evils fron1 the the loves of self and the
world as distinguished fron1 the evils of a corrupted religion, and thus the
latter' and sccon(lIv that the specific application of a ternl depends upon
the sl;bject treated"' ~f and its connection with that subject, as in tl1is
particular case, where the wicked nations and the .l\nlorites an! said
to be /lO/ so !Jad as the king of Judah, lVlanasseh, who represents the
corrupted celcstial church. ,Hcnce then these wicked nations and t~le

A 111 0 ri te s, here clen°t e the evi] s of the III ere] y 11at u ra I 111 an, a s ell s­
tinguished {rol11 the evils of a corrupted religion.

I~. 'fhis is 111anifcst fr0l11 the signification of the Lord, the" (~od of
Israel, as denoting IJivine (-;ooc1 and I)ivine Truth united, ~001; of
J erusalen1 and Judah as denoting the corrupted celestial chorch as to
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doctrine and life, 402, 3654; of the Lord bringing evil as denoting
~hat the church IS vastated, 696, 8279; and of ,,, whosoever heareth of
It, bOt~l hi~ ears shal! tingle," as denoting aversion and horror among
those Ir: simple ~bedI~nce, because hearing, in the first place, denotes
perception, an~l In this cas.e, the perception of the good as to the
state of the evil, 3 163, and In the second place obedience as denoting
~he state of thos~ who hear, 2542; and because by both ears tingling
IS .denoted aversion and horror on the part of the good, these terms
being chosen to express contrariety of state as to both undcrstaudinv
and will, this being signified by both ears tingling, 955 6, 816:2. b

13. This is shewn thus: "I will stretch over Jerusalern the line of
SaIna.I~ia and the plummet of the house of Ahab," denotes that the
vastauon of the corrupted celestial church shall he similar to that of
the spiritual ~hurch both as to the deprivation of truth and good,
because the line and plummet have reference to measurement and
measurement denotes quality of states, 647-650, the line has relation
to truth and th~ plummet to good, since the latter refers to weight,
3104, and Samaria and the house of Ahab denote the vastated spiritual
chu:-ch as to truth: and as to goo~l, 2702, 2233, 2234, just as in Isaiah
XXXIV. I I desolation and vastation are denoted by emptiness and
wasteness, 5044, and the line and plummet arc mentioned there also;
Jerusalem denotes the corrupted celestial church as to its intellectual
life, considerin~r that Judah denotes the sa me as to voluntary life,
4°2, 3~)5.4; a (lIS~l denotes aI.1 external receptacle, 10,243, using water
and Wq:l~lg t.lIe dish denotes, 111 the best sense, the application of truth
for purification, and therefore in the opposite sense, vastation as to
:tll truth, 10,24~; an~l turning the dish upside down, denotes clearly an
Inverted state, In this case, of course, in the had sense, 3539, 3610.

1-1. Thi» appears hy observing that ;1 rcmu.uu denotes rcmai ns or
gaud, 46:); that the Lord casting off the remnant denotes the de­
struction of remains with the man of the corrupted church, because
th~ Lord. does n.ot cast off any but 111an separates himself, 696; that
being delivered Into the hand of their enemies denotes to be con­
firn:ed in ~vil, 2851, 8282; and that becoming (~ prey and a spoil to
then" enenues, denotes that good and truth arc regarded as enemies
by the vastated 111an, who feels torment at the presence thereof.
because prey and spoil denote good and truth taken from the wicked
and appropriated by the good, and thus, in this case, the vasta tion of
all g'oo~l and truth with the wicked, and consequently thei r opposition
or cnrmty to them and torment at their approach, 6442-6443, ~265.

15. This is dcmonstrntcd thus: by doing evil in the sivht of the
Lord is denoted. opposition to Divine Truth from Divine (~oocl, 4839,
1728; by provoking the Lord to anger is denoted aversion from Divine
(~ood, 5034, 2001 ; by "since the day that their fathers carne out of
Egypt unt~ this da~r," is cl~noted perpetually, 2838; and by their
fathers commg out ot Egypt IS denoteclthe work of Redemption, 8866.

16. This is seen from the signification of 1\ lanasseh as denoting the
corrupted celestial church, vel'. 1 ; of shedding- innocent blood as de­
noting to falsify the purest truths of the \Vord, 9127 ; of filling Jerusalem
from one end to the other as denoting to fill the whole mind with falsities,
402, 984 ; and of sinning and doing evil in the sight of the Lord as de­
noting to indulge in direful evils, which are manifestly contrary to Divine
Truth from Divine Good, 4839, 1728.

CHAPTER XLYI

17. This is evident because by the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and
all that he did, and the sin that he sinned c:re denoted all the state~,
as to falsity and evil, of the corrupted ce~estlal church; and by their
being written in the book of the chronicles of the k.I.t?-gS of ..Ju dah

is denoted to be inscribed on the interior memory, chap. Vlll. 23, XII. 19·

18. This is thus proved: by sleeping with the fathers is denoted
to be associated with the like in the eternal world and state, 32 55 ;
by being buried is denoted resurrection to new life, ~916, 29 1.7 ; by
"the gar-den of his own house,". is denoted the faJslty of hIS o.wn
evil, 7 10 ; by the garden of U zza IS denoted the falsity of profanation
because U zza means strengtlt or a goat, and therefore denotes truth
or ~ falsity, in this case t~1e latter, 4769, 49 26, and Manasseh mOl:e
especially denotes those gUIlty of profanation, vel's. 4-6 ; and by Amon hIS
son reigning in his stead is denoted a new state of the church suc-

ceeding, 59 12.

19. This is thus demonstrated: Amon means .faitlzjul, true, a~d
therefore, in the best sense, denotes truth confirmed, but, here In
the opposite sense falsity confirmed, A.. .R. 23; twenty .and .t\VO denote,
in the best sense, fulness as to remains and the conJunctI?n of good
and truth, but here, in the opposite sense, C?illplete deficiency as ~o
remains and the conjunction of evil and falsity, 2280, 5194 ; and hIS
mother's name being Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz. of Jotbah
denotes the external origin and qual~ty of this ch.urch, whIch IS one
of retribution arising from evil and falsity confirmed In t~1e. external man,
because mother denotes the church as to external orrgrn, 181 5, 3~03 ;
name denotes quality, 145, and Meshullemeth, which is pl:obably denved
from the Hebrew words meaning peace or retribution, evidently denotes
the quality of the external ~)l"igi.n of th.e. state represen~ec1 by A~on, al~d
therefore a state of retribution arrsmj; from falsity confirmed In
the external man while by her being the daughter of Haruz of J otbah
is also evidently denoted the derivation of this corrupt state from
a preceding state of evil and falsity denoted by those t\~o names
respectively, the formermeaning, among other things, ([{old and zllstrztct~d,
and therefore denoting, in this plac.e, evil from cor.rupted ,~elestlal
good, I 13, 42 5, 643 ; and the latter being a place d.escnbe~l as a land
of brooks of water," Dent. x.7 ; and therefore denotIng falsity, 756, 59 12.

20. This is true because of the meaning' of the name Amon, ver.
19, and because doing what is evil. i.n the sight of the Lord denotes
opposition to Divine Truth from DIVIne Good, 4839, 1728.

2 r. This is evident because by walking- is denoted living, 519 ; by way
is denoted falsity 4861; by father is denoted the preceding corrupt
state, r895; and' by serving and worshipping are denoted external
and internal idolatry, 68 3.

22. This is seen from considering that to forsake the Lo~d, t~e G~d. of
his fathers denotes to reject Divine Good from 'VhICh IS DIVIne
Truth, 200;; and that not walking in the way of the Lord denotes
not living according to Divine truths, 519, 627·

23. This is demonstrated by observing that the servants of Ap:on
denote the affections of the merely natural man, 30 I9; that consp:nng
against him denotes not being even outwardly controlled by a wor~hIp ~o
false, chap. x. 9; that by putting him to death is denoted, In this
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case, vastation confirmed, 54°7; ariel that his own house denotes
his own infernal love, 4744.

24. This is proved from the signification of the people of the land
as denoting Divine Truth frOI11 Divine Coed, £259, 3654; of slaying
all, those who had conspired against king Arnon, as denoting to
reject the corrupted natural .ufcctious, \TL :23; and of the: r makinv
Josiah. h,is son king in his stead, as denoting- to be thc means ;f
establishiug a new church, 59 £ 2.

2 5. r l his iS c \"iclen t fro 1nthe cxpln nat ion g 1\" en 0 f \'c rSc I 7, and
severn 1 si In ilar verses.

2(1. f\n.d this also is cv id cn t Iroru the cxp la n.u ion gi\'el1 in verse 18.
But g'oIng back now and reviewing the contents uf this chapter, it plainly

appears that we have herc, in the internal sense, a description of
the most corrupted state of the celestial church. It seems indeed
to be an intensification of all previous corrupted states, llnd als~
to h~,:e been the means of bring-ing about the still 1110re degraded
condition denoted by the Babylonish captivity, Let us then carefully
cO~lsider, before commencing the next chapter, the particulars of th~
~vIl state here set before us, with the view of not only understanding
It but al~o of. the 1110rc successfully avoiding these evils in ourselves.

Arid first It may be remarked that the very n.une and si enification
of 1\L1nasseh\ i~l a good s~~nse, arc an indication or what b this \'cry
corrupt state IS In the 0PPOSI te sense. 1t is a state in which the natural
affections merely are so powerful, that they engross the all of man's
thought a ncl feeling, while religion in its true sense is utterly ncelcctcd
or grossly perverted. Th is is shewn gencrally in the lirst and ~econd
verses, Ih.lt in the th irrl verse we ha \'C snmc pa r t icula rs. 1'\ot only are
natural delIghts m.ulc prcdorninn nt ()\,(_T spiritual delights, hut the 1110st
corru ptcd worshi P from self-love and the falsi ties of a barren fai th
take the place of genuine worship. Now let us try to realize this
state. 1'0 worship Baal means sorncthinu more than thc mere love
of self. It means also the worship of the Lord intensely from that
love. Or, in other words, it is selfishness carried into relfg'ion. And,
of c,ourse~ th.use who _tlll~s worship ~he Lord, do so without any con­
ccption of H'im, or of HIS Love, which thcv ouvlu to imitate as beinv
essentially unselfish. rfhcir 1110tto, in short, is .t;Each 111;ln !(;r( hiIllseU-
and Cod ~o_r u~ all." To w()rshir~ Cod as Ba;.L1 is to w()rship II irn as
~be personIflcatt.on and essence of self-Jove which III list be propitiated
~n. order .to gaIn favour. Aud clearly, this is not vvorsh ip at all;
It IS devotion to self; and the Divine Being, therefore, is not adored for
'tt.'/Iell Ill' is, hut grossly for what a man call \l-ain hv \\.'orshippin l '- .

And th!s. kind of \\'orship,_ :\"e Il1ay b; sure, is accolllp71niecl by
that pernICIOUS and barren faIth wh1(:h, as \\'e ha\'c se\"cral tinles
seen, i~ denoted hy thc i-\sherah. As the true \\'orship of thc Lord is thc
lo\·c of the_~'oo(~ness \\,hich \'ol1Sti~l1tes llinl and proceeds fron} JIiIn,
so a true faIth In the Lord IS a Slllccrc ~r(cction for the rrruth that
conlCS hOln 1--1 illl. Truc faith is a finn belief in that which is truc. But
self-Io\"e cannot ha\"c faith in what is true, bccausc it ig"norcs or f(Jprets
t I!.; ~ t the suprc I~1e ,10\-C ~) f self is th ~ IIrs t p r inc ipIc 0 t~ all f;tlsit y, .J~)h n
nIl. -1--1-.. And It IS .a false ~~(~Ill:ep.tI()1l of (;(~d that has produced the
persuaSIon and doctrille that 1;11th \\'Ithout chant,- sa\'l's.

But _not on I~ so. ~'~or wc ,111;:y dcpend upon it- th;l t the \\'orshi p of the
Lord t,roIl1_ sclt-lo\'l', It, worship It Illay he c;l!kd, is ;l!S() pr()dllcti\'e of thc
worshIp of e:-.:ternal things such as are denoted In" the hosts of heaven.
r[he adoration of thc sun, Inoon, and stars is synl~h()lic of the adoration

of nature instead of the Lord. And when through evil the whole mind
becomes thus depraved, a further step will be the mingling of the holy
and the profane, as indicated in the fourth and fifth verses, as well as
in what follows to the end of the ninth verse. And here it will be seen,
on a careful examination, that the series is so arranged as to shew
forcibly that the practice of, and the free indulgence in, one set of evils
most surely leads to another that is still more depraved, until at last
deliberate deception is combined with all states of irnpuri ty, this being
denoted particularly by dealing with them that had familiar spirits and
with wizards. But let it be remembered in this place, that the internal
sense of the Word describes states of evil and falsity to which we have
all a tendency, and that this is proved by the experience of everyone as to
evil influxes, or as to the influences that CODle from evil spirits, quite
apart from the dctcrrninatiou s of the will of 111an, or, to speak 1110re
strongly, in spite of the determinations of the will of Il1£1.n. It is a
blessed thing, however, to reflect that we are only so far responsible
in regard to these influences, as we allow ourselves to speak or act
according to them. ' For no evil spirit has control over our toords or our
actions whatever may be his po\ver to flow into our minds, and there to
excite evil thoughts and feelings, and therefore a man's destiny is in his
own hands, and his character is formed according to his own free­
determination, 6 I 92.

Arid now therefore we learn from the following verses even to the end
of the sixteenth, that the dreadful state of the wicked man is known to
t h e Lord, is controllcd by I-Jin1, and is altogether the result of his own
choice and his own actions.' But notice 1110re particularly verses thirteen
and sixteen, and consider first that all judgment is from Divine Truth,
This is onc reason why reference is made to the spiritual church and its
corruptions. But there is also another. \Vhcn full vastation takes
place the fOrl11S of the understanding become the receptacles of the
depraved affcctions of the will in completeness, so that it is no longer
possible for truths to abide in the understanding. And this is J110St
cmphatica.lly expressed by wiping Jcrusalern as a man wipeth a dish
wiping it and turning- it upside down. And this, be it rernem bered, is the
effect of the opposition of the corrupted church or 111an to the Lord.
The real quality of man J11USt inevitably appear when it is measured by
the law of inflexible truth, from which there can be no escape. And,
what thcn, to us, is the obvious lesson? It is that we should carefully
and pcrsistently form our livcs according to the truth while we are yet
in the probationary state. Arid to this we may be stimulated by the
contents, in thc internal sense, of the sixteenth vcrsc. Is it a delightful
thing to contemplate the possibility, in our own case, of coming into
such a state as that here set before us? And should we not rather
prefer to live for ever in the performance of such actions as will con­
tinually pr01110te the happiness of the innocent? We are surely well
affected in this worlel, most of us, by the engaging innocence of
little children, and we may profit by all such experiences. In fact, no
man can tell how 111uchhe owes to the children, nlac1e useful in the hands
of the Lord, for the bringing do\'ln into our consciousness the delights of
the celestial angels; and to imagine that we should at any tin1e become
so bad as to take delight in the torture of the innocent, may \vell, on the
one hand, fill us \'lith sadness, and on the other \vith an unwavering
detern1ination, that, by the Lord's help, \ve will resist and overcon1e
every il11pulse which has a tendency to blind our eyes and harden our
hearts ag~inst the beauty and loveliness of a life of genuine good.

.·\ncl now a few words only ~lre necessary in relation to what is said of
thc sllcceeding state represented by Amon. Surely we cannot fail to
see from the correspondences, especially of the names and numbers, that
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SECOND BOOK OF KINGS

herein is described a state of retribution which must naturally follow
the previous state. First it is worthy of notice that as this king followed
in the footsteps of his father he evidently denotes a continuation of the
state represented by him. Secondly the manner of his death attracts
our attention. He was slain by his servants, and in his OWI1 house,
besides being buried in his own garden. That the servants denote the
natural 111an has been shewn; and that the corrupted church is vastated
by the predominance of merely natural love is shewn from history; for
the people of every corrupted church have become, in the consummation,
of this character, and when this has happened the church has ceased
and a new church has been raised up ; and dying in his own house, and
being buried in his own garden, are very expressive of the solemn truths
that in the end every bad man is his own love, and that this love is raised
up and perpetuated in the eternal state by being embodied in its own
falsity. And thirdly the facts that the servants of Arnon were slain
" by the people of the land," and that a new and pious king was crowned
by them are equally expressive figures of the manner in which a new
church, whose state was the very reverse of the former, is inaugurated.

I. ] osiah was eight years
old when he began to reign;
and he reigned thirty and
one years in]erusalem: and
his mother's name was Jedi­
dah the daughter of Adaiah
of Bozkath.

2. And he .did that which
was right in the eyes of the
LORD, and walked in all the
way of David his father, and
turned not aside to the right
hand or to the left.

3. And it carne to pass in
the eighteenth year of king
Josiah, that the king .sent
Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
the son of Meshullam, the
scribe, to the house of the
LORI), saying,

4. Go up to Hilkiah the
high priest, that he may sum
the money which is brought
into the house of the LOI\.D,
which the keepers of the
door have gathered of the
people:

5. Arid let them deliver it
into the hand of the workmen
that have the oversight of
the house of the LOl{IJ: and
let them give it to the work­
men which are in the house
of the LORI), to repair the
breaches of the house;

655

I. And this new state of the
celestial church is an incipient
state of charity, and of faith
from charity, the external origin
and quality of which is the good
of truth acquired in temptations.

2. And the man of this new
church is obedient to Divine
Truth from Divine Good, accord­
ing to the example of the Lord
in His human life on earth, nor
is he diverted from the truth
either by evil in the 'will or error
in the understanding.

3. And it happens that, when
he is purified by conflict against
evil, according to its degrees,
there is inf ux from the Lord
successively into the natural
mind, disposing it to the con­
junction of truth with good, and
thence giving perception,

4. That such conjunction with
good is necessary in order that
truths 'which have been produc­
tive of good through acknow­
ledgment of the Lord in the be­
ginning of regeneration, rnay be
arranged under good in order.

5. So that they may be em­
ployed by the intellectual an d
voluntary, powers of the re­
generating man, and through
them by the natural powers, in
order that good may be made
perfect by truths.
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6. Unto the carpenters, and
to the builders, and to the
masons; and for buying
timber and hewn stone to
repair the house.

7. Howbeit there was 110

reckoning made with them
of the rnoriey that was de­
livered into their hand; for
they dealt fai thfu lly.

0....-\nd I-I ilkiah the high
priest said unto Shaphan the
scribe, I have found the book
of the law in the house of
the LORD. And Hilkiah de­
livered the book to Shaphan,
and he read it.

9. ~-\nd Shaphan the scribe
carne to the king, and brought
the king word again, and said,
Thy servants have emptied
out t he m 0 ncy t hat "\vas found
in the house, and have dc­
livered it into the hand of
the workmen that have the
oversight of the house of the
I ... ORI).

10. And Shaphan the scribe
told the king, saying, I-I ilkiah
the priest hath delivered Inc
a book. And Shaphan read
it before the king.

I 1. And it came to pass,
when the king had heard the
words of the book of the la \V

that he rent his clothes. '

12. And the king com­
manded Hilkiah the priest,
and Ahikam the son of
Shaphan, and Achbortheson
of Micaiah, and Shaphan the

6. For this must be effecter
in the natural man as to affec
tion, as to intelligence, and as tc
scientifics, good being procurec
and truth being fanned therein.

7..And this is done in freedom
from the love of good and not
at all fro m any selfish and
worldly motive.

8. l\loreover to the man of the
new church J)ivine truths are
revealed according to the state
of good, and are perceived in
the understanding as being con­
joined with good, and as being
the forrn of good.

9. ~-\ nd therefore the natural
man is obedient to the spiritual
man, acknowledging his supre­
macy, and utilizing the truths of
the \V()rcl ('()n j 0 inc c1 \V ith good,
so ;lS l iv 111L'anS oj" t lic new will
and un(ierstanding, to make good
fully perfect by truths.

10 . Aud also, the natural 111an
is )lOW conscious that fr o m (food
he receives truths, and that b th us
the \\'ord is opened to him.
\ Vherefore he acknowledges that
it is from the Lord.

11. But it happens that, when
Divine truths frorn the Word are
opened to the 111an of the new
church, he mourns on account
of his neglect of truth;

12. And there is an inftuxfrom
the Lord into his various powers
in successive order - namely,
through the celestial heaven into
the good and truth of the
spiritual heaven, and thence in-

scribe, and Asaiah the king's
servant, saying,

13. Go ye, inquire of the
1-,ORIJ for me, and for the
people, and for all Judah,
concerning- the words of this
book that is found; for great
is the wrath of the L,ORr)

that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not
hearkened unto the words of
this book, to do according
unto all that which is wr i tten
concerning- us.

14. So Hilkiah the priest,
and Ab ikarn, and Achbor, and
Shaphan, and Asaiah, wcn t
unto I-I ulclah the prophetess,
the wife of Shallull1 the son
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas,
keeper of the warrlrobe ; (riow
she cl wcl t i11 [crusalcm ill the
second q ucu:ter;) and they
corn muncd with her.

I ~. /\ Il cl s 11 c sa icl II n tothc 111

'"fh l~S saith the I.,OR 1>, th~
C~()cl u( Israel: .r-n ye the
111an that sent you unto me,

16. Thus saith the LORD

Behold. I will bring evil UPOI~
this place, and upon the in­
habitan ts thereof, even all the
words of the book which the
king- of Judah hath read :

17. Because they have for­
saken me, and have burned

2T

to the truth and good of the
ultimate heaven,

13. Giving the perception con­
cerning the state of the general
church, that inquiry should be
made by application to the Word,
on behalf of those in truths in­
terior and exterior, and also of
those in natural good, with re­
spect to the openi ng of the Word,
by which the state of the cor­
rupted church is discovered,
shewing its aversion from the
Lord in consequence of dis­
obedience, and the rejection of
Divine truths.

14. Wherefore such inquiry
by the man of the church is
made with all his powers: for he
approaches the Word which is
the union of truth with goodness
in an external form derived from
interior truth giving faith, and
fr orn interior good giving charity;
and which covers those interior
things and protects thern ; for
the Word is a revelation in the
church and is Divine Truth from
Divine Good giving enlighten­
merit.

IS. And, by the man of the
new church, it is perceived to be
in its inmost, Divine Truth pro­
ceeding from Divine Good for the
instruction of mankind,

16. And therein it is revealed
that the corrupted church, and
the wicked man, bring upon
themselves their own punishment
~xternallyand internally; for this
IS according to Divine Order, even
that Divine Order which is per­
ceived by him who is in good.

17. For the wicked, by turning
away from the Lord, and de­
voting themselves to a merely
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incense unto other gods, that
they nlight provoke me to
anger with all the work of
their hands; therefore IllY

wrath shall be kindled ag-ainst
this place, and it sha 11 not be
q uenched.

I 8. 13ut 1111tothe kin g- 0 f
Judah, who sent yOll to 1n­
q 11i rc 0 f the 1... ( )R I i, t h t1S s11 a 11
ye say to him, Thus saith the
LORI), the God of Israel: As
touching the words which
thou hast beard,

19. Because thine heart
was tender, and thou didst
humble thyself before the
Lou», when thou heardest
what I spakc against this
place, and against the in­
habitants thereof, that they
should bCCCHllC a desolation
and a curse, and hast rent thy
clothes, and wept before me ;
I also have heard thee, sai th
the L... ORn.

20. Therefore, behold, I
will gather thee to thy
fathers, and thou shalt be
gathered to thy gTClvC in
peace, neither shall thine eyes
see all the evil wh ich I will
bring upon this place. And
they brought the king- worr!
ag-ai11.

natural life from falsities, thus
averting themselves by their
actions, subject themselves to
the direful suffering and tor­
me nt which evil brings, nor is it
possible that they should be
rC1110ved, except by repentance.

r S, Hut to him who is in good,
and who seeks instruction in
good 1'1'0111 the ,Vord, is given,
Irorn I iivin« Truth conjoined with
1)i\'i n c Cood, and th us frorn
the ,\:orcl, with regard to its
nature and quality as condemn­
ing evil,

19. The perception also, that
"wherever good exists internally,
and also humility, together with
aversion fr0111 all the evils of the
corrupted church external and
internal, which cause its desola­
tion and vastation ; with 11101.11"11­

ing 011 account or lost truths, and
sincere rcpcut.mcc, /I/t'/'(' is con­
junction with the Lord,

20 ..And consequently associa­
tion with the angels, and the en­
joyruen t of ,:1. new li Ie of heavenly
good; nor w ill the good see or
sulle r the P U 11is 11 n1e 11t s w 11 ich evil
brings upon itself. And all these
truths arc perceived fully by the
1118.n of the New Church.

mencernent of the new state, 8400, 9~96 ; of the first number as having
reference to charity or good, and the second fo faith or truth, because
eight is a multiple of four and thirty is a multiple of three, 10,624 ; and of
"his mother's name was Jeclidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath,"
as denoting that the external origin and quality of the new state, is the
good of truth acquired in temptations, because, mother denotes the
church as to external orig-in, J8 15, 3703 ; name denotes quality, Jedidah
means (Clcll bclo7!cd or (lllliaulc, and therefore denotes good, 4538, Adaiah
111eanS Ihe 7oz'IJlCSS of flu! Lord, and therefore denotes truth, 8535, and
IIozka th is the name of a place, and appears to be derived fr0111 the
}-I ebrcw words for s7uellill/r, and for dough on account of it srzvelliJ?s­
dllri/~(-";;'rllleJllali(7Jl, and therefore denotes temptations, 1585, 7906.

~. 'I'his is evident because doing what is right in the eyes of the
Lord, denotes obedience to IJivine Truth from Divine Good, 4839,
I 7~8; walking in the way of David his father, denotes life according
to the example of the Lord in His hU111an life on earth, 519,627, 1888;
and not turning aside to the right hand or to the left, denotes not
being diverted from the truth by evil in the will or by error in the
understanding, 48 16, 9556.

3. This is obvious from considering that it coming to pass denotes
a change of state, 4987; that the eighteenth year denotes purification
by conflict against evil according to its degrees, this being signified
by three times six, 170f); that sending denotes influx, 2397; that
Shaphnn the son of Azaliah, the son of Mcshullarn, denotes influx
successively through the three heavens, or through the degrees of the
mind, 591 z : that Shaphan the scribe, therefore, denotes the natural
mi nd, Q()~O; that the scribe being sent to the house of the Lord,
denotes that the influx disposes the 111an of the church who is in
truth to conjunction with gooel, 37~0; and that saying denotes per­
ception, I 8~~.

4. This appears from the signification of going "UP as denoting elevation
of state, '543 ; of I-lilkiah as denoting the quality of conjunction, because
the word means Ihe Lord's ,f;t?nllcllcsS, or C;od Ill)! portion, and name
dcnotcs quality, 145 ; of the priest as denoting celestial good, T7~8; of
the 1110ncy broug-ht into the house of the Lord as denoting truths which
have been productive of good through acknowledgment of the Lord,
4~5, 10,2 18; of the keepers of the door as denoting- those in good in
the beginning of regeneration, ~356, 877~, TO, 134; of the people as
denoting truths and those in truths, 1259 ; and of summing the money
as denoting the arrangen1ent of truths in order under good, IO,2 17.

5. This is thus shewn: by the workmen that had the oversight of
the house are denoted the intellectual and voluntary powers of the
regenerating man, because they had the supervision of the workmen
below them, chap. xi. 18, xii. I I; by the other workmen named in
the verse are denoted the natural powers, chap. xii. I I; and by re­
pairing the breaches of the' house is denoted the making of good
perfect by truths, chap. xi i. 5.

I. This is dcmonstrnted from the sig-nilicatiol1 of the meaning of the
name Josiah, which is " IllL' /7;-( (!l ~h{' Lor.]," as ~lcn()til1g a stn tc of love
or charity, 93-1- ; of the number cight as de!1o.lI!1g a new statc,. or the
beginning- of a state, ~0-l-4; of tl~e 1111_lnbcr t hirt y-ouc as denotll:g the
same thirty denoting" the completion ()f the ()ld state, ;lS wcl l as fulucss
of rCl~lains'in the nc~\", 5335, .nul t h« ;ulditi()!1 O( OIH' (]e!1()ting the C0I11-

6. This is evident from considering' that the carpenters and builders
and masons denote the powers of the natural man as to affection, as
to intelligence, and as to scicn tifics ; that ti In bel' and hewn stone de­
note good and truth; and that repairing the house denotes to pro­
c~~re good and truth, and to make good perfect by truths, chap.
XII. 11- 1~.
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7. This is obvious when it is considered that. no r.eckoning being
made denotes no need of scrutiny; and that denling faithfully, denotes
not t; act from any selfish or worldly motive, chap. xii. IS.

S. This 1S proved thus: by ll i lk iah the priest and Sh a phun the
scril«: are rlcnut cr] thc 111Cn of the Nt'\\' Church as to good and truth,
or as to the internal and external powcrs, vc rs. 3, .i : by. saying is
de110 teel r cvcla ti011, 5 I I I ; by thcpr iest IInd i11g' t11 c book IS den°ted
that rcvcl.uiou is accorcliuu to the sta t c as to goud,. r t2t-).; b)~ the
hook of the law is denoted the \Vonl, 2()oh, 33°2; hy Its IH'II1g- lou~1(l

in the house of the Lord is dCl10ted the conjunction of truth with
good, 37.20; liv thc hook bl'i ng' l,leli\'l:rcd to S h.: ph;\ n, is dCll,U(cd. th;.lt
truth is revealed to the uuclc rstn nd injr ; and I»)' h is readIng It IS
denoted that it is perceived to be the fOrID of good, l?eGluse the out­
ward act of reading- naturally denotes the perception and under­
standing of 'what is read, 9397.

9. This is seen from the signification of Shaphan as dcnntinj; t.he
natural man, ver. 3; of his corning to the king' and bnng'lng' him
word again, as denoting' obedience to the. spiritual man, 5934, 5947,
1728; of saying "Thy servants," as denoting" an a.cknowleclg'I11ent of
the supremacy of the spiritual 111an, 2541 ; of eI111?t)'lng out the I:H?ney
that was found in the house as denoting to utt lise truths conjoined
with good, ver. 4-; and of delivering it into the hand of tl?e workmen
that had the oversight' of the house of the Lord as cIe1?Otlng that by
111eanS of the will and understanding of the ITg'eneratIng" man good
111ay be 111acIe fully perfect by truths, vcr. 5.

10. This is true because hy Sh:\phan the scrihc: is denulcd the natural
man, vcr. 3 ; by saying is denoted perception, and thus consciollsnes.s,
1822; by Hilkiah the priest is denoted good, 17?D; by the book IS
denoted the \Vord, vcr. 8; and by Shaphan rcaclJng. the book before
the king is denoted acknowledgment that the \Vorel IS fn)n? the Lord,
because it is seen to be the fonn of good, and all good IS from the
Lord, \'er. 8.

I I. This is clcrnonstr.ucd by obscrvi nu that the king" hearing' the
words of the book of the law, denotes the opcn ing' of Ui vinc 'I'ru ths
from the Word to the 111an of the New Church, vcr. 8, 3 I ()3 ; and that
rending his clothes, denotes mourning on aCCOUl1 t of lost truth, or
tru th negl ectcd, 4763.

12. This is shewn thus: the king com m.uu linu denotes influx from
the Lord, 5-t86, 1728; the persons n.uucd denote the :';l1~ious po\V.ers
of the man of the church in successive order, 5225; H ilk iah the h1gh
priest denotes celestial good and thus the celest.ial heaven, vcr". 4 ;
Ahikam 111eanS a brotller tllat raises lip, and therefore denotes chanty,
whjch is the o-oocl of the spiritual heaven, 367, and his being the son
of Shaphan, ~lerivation frc)1l1 truth, since Shaphan was the s,cribe,
ver. 3; .I.-'\chbor Ineans L'1l{Josill.r.:" tilL' ,(lIell, and therefore denotes
spirjtl1al truth, and thus. th.e truth of the ~pir~tual_heaven, :27°2, and
his heing thc SOI1 of lVflctl:th denotes dCrlv:ttlun In>Ill g<!od, hecause
l\licaiah Ineans '" 70110 is lilL' II/lto till' J~ord,J) and thcrclore denotes
g'ood, 2001 ; and ~haphan the scribe denotes the truth of the ultin1ate
heaven, vcr. 3, while Asaiah, which n1cans ({ {'!"I'(rtIlFI' f!( tilL' I~ord, and
who was the kiJ~~"s scrz'(flll, thereforc denotes the goud thereof, 2001,3019.

13. '[he proof of this is that saying', nlcntioncd ~tt the end of the last

verse, denotes perception, 1822; "111e, and the people,. anc~ .all Judah,"
taken together, denoting the general churc~l; that mqumng of tl:e
Lord denotes a ppl ication to the Word, as will appear more clearly In

the next verse, 2001, 10,548; that" me and the people," denotes those
in truths interior and exterior, 1672, 1259; that all Judah deno~es th~se

in natural good, 5702 ; that the book denotes the Word, and Its being;
found the opening of the Word, ver. 8; that" us" denotes the church
as to 'its corruptions, as is evident; that the wrath of the Lord kindled
denotes aversion on the part of 111 an , 5034, 6~97 ; and that not. hec:rken­
ing, and not doing plainly denote disobedience and the rcjcctron of
I )j\·ille truths, 2542.

14. This is demonstrated fro 111 the following. considerations: - the
persons narncd denote all the powers of the mind, ver. 1:2.; ~uldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallurn, denotes the Word, which IS the
union of truth and <foodness in an external form, because l-Iuldah
means what has relation to time and thus to the 'loorld, and therefore
denotes the Word in the literal sense, besides which she was a
prophetess, and consequently also denotes truth which teaches, 6013,
2535, her being a wife denotes the union of goodness and truth, 2173,
and Shallum 111eanS peaceable, and therefore he represents the .good
and his wife the truth conjoined with that good., 92?, 1038; TI:{:ah
means hope, expectation, and therefore denotes interior truth glv~ng

faith; and Hnrhas appears to be derived from a Hebre\v. word meamng
Ilcat, and therefore denotes interior good giving chal~1ty, 934, 6578;
the keeper of the wardrobe denotes external truth which covers c:nc1
protects interior things, 372, 8211, 1073, 2189 ;. the .prophetess dwel~lng

in l erusalcm denotes the Word as a revelation in the church, 4°2;
in the second quarter, denotes that it is Divine 'Truth conjoined to
Uivine Cood throughout, since the second implies the first, ~nd t:vo
denotes conjunction, 2841, 5194 ~ and the 111eSsengers cornrnunmg 'WIth
I-Iuldah denotes that the Word gives enlig-htenment, 4280, 9817.

I). This is shewn as follows :-by saying is denoted perceptio~, 1822 ;
by the Lord, the Cod of Israel is denoted Divine Truth proceeding from
Divine (;ood, 200 I ; and by "Tell ye the man that sent. YOl~ untC? 111e," is
denoted instruction to mankind, 7634, because the king In this place
denotes the church in general, specifically the celestial, and particularly
each 111C111ber.

I(). This is evident because what the Lord says, denotes what is
revealed, 5 I II; this place and the inhabitants thereof, denote the
members of the church in general and in particular, 3°66; the Lord
bringing evil denotes that the wicked bring punishment upon thenl~elves,

6l)6; and" according to all the words of the book \Vhl~h ~he' klnB" of
J udall hath read," denotes according to Djvi ne Order, which IS perceived
byhil11 who is in good, 1288, 1728,3654.

J 7. 'rhis is true because by forsal\:ing the Lord is clearly denoted
turning fron1 }-lill1 ; by burning jncense to other gods is den?ted a 111erely
natural life froll1 falsities, 9475 ; chap. xvii. 29; by provokIng the Lord
to anger with all thc work of their hands, is denoted a.verting" tl1e.1l1selves
by thci r actions, 5798; by the wrath of the Lord klnd}ecl ag.~:llnst. thc
place, is clelloted the direful suffering and tornlent \vh1ch eVIl' brings,
()()c)7 ; and hy its not being" quenched is denoted evidently non-ren10val,
but see 696, and r1.J{ 153, x.

10. 'I'his is seen frol11 the signifIcation of the king- of Judah as denoting'
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the good In the corrupted church, ver. 2 ; of sending to inquire of the
Lord as denoting to seek instruction from the Word, ver. 13, 14 ; of the
Lord, the God of Israel as denoting Divine Truth conjoined with Divine
Good, 2001 ; and of the words heard as denoting- the quality of the
Word as condemning evil, vers, IT, T3, 8361.

'9· This appears thus: a tender heart denotes the existence of good
in tcrnally, 75-+2; hurnbling thyself clenotesa state of hutu i li t y, as is
evident; hearing what the Lord said against the place and its inhabi­
tants, denotes a perception of the cv ils of the corrupted church internal
a ncl ext crna l, ;l ucl consequent! y ;1 version, 3' (l3 ; vcr. ,(); a dcsola tion ancl
a cu rsc, dCllotc d csolut ion and \';\statioll, 2-15, 37<), -I"; rcnding the
ganl1cnts denotes mourniru; on account of lost truth, -+763; weeping
denotes genuine sorrow, and thus repentance, 65°0; and the Lord
hearing denotes conjunction with Him, 3954-.

20. This is seen from the signillcation of being g"atherecl to the
fathers as denoting association with the like in the eternal world
and state, 3255; of being gathered to the g-ra ve in peace, or being
buried, as denoting' resurrection to new life and in this case a life of
good, 2916, 2917, 10,360 ; of the eyes not sccinj; all the evil brought upon
the place as dcnotingvevidently, that the good will neither see nor suffer
the punishment which evil brings upon itself, 696 ; and of word being
brought to the king as denoting' that all these truths arc perceived fully
hy the good m.m of the N e w Church, [288, vcrs. I, 2.

This short chapter, containing an ~CC()LJllt of the lirst public acts of the
g'()()d king' Josi.: 11, rnay no\\' he lnictl y rcv icwcd for the sake of illustrntiru;
; 1I1<I C 111ph ;lsi sill g S () 111 C 0 f i (s t«.u hill g s i 11 til c in tc r11; 11 s C 11S C. 'J'he
lirst verse shews clearly t h.u Josiah represents a st.uc of thc true church;
and tho coherence of all the parts of it, taken in their order, shews
the care with which, by Divine \Vlsclonl, all the correspondences have
been selected and arranged. Is not the mcauim; of the name Josiah
wonderfully significant, and does not the Ineanlng of his mother's name
also exactly describe the origin of the state cxtcrnally ? And what is
said of the names is also true of thc numlxns ; for although it be
historically true that this king was eight years old w licn he began
to reign, and tb~t he Feigned thirty-oIlc ycars, yet thesc lluIl1bers,
as correspondences, exactly Illect the reCjllirelnents of the internal sense,
as is indeed the case in regard to nlllnhcrs \\'hCTe\'Cr thcy occur in the
\Vonl; but }Tet it is well for liS oeclsionall)' to Ii\: our attentioIl on
partlcular instances, in order that we Ina)' hc thc Illore linnly cOIH'inced
t hat the \\To rel 1s fro In th eLord, an c1 t hat, in its inn e r IIIeall in g ~ it 1s t r ul y
able to Inake us wise unto salvation. But the second \'crse only con­
tin11s the teachi ng of the 1-Irst in tenns qui te f;l1nil i~r to us ; and then the
followlng verses to the end of verse sevcll ;lrc fully dcscripti\'e of the
process by which good and truth are distinctly arranged by the Lord
in the regencrated 111an, and by which also good is lllacle perfect by
truths. rrhese, truths, however, have Illore fully occupied our attention
on a fonl1er occasion, chap. Xli. 1-16, and a COll1parlSon of this chapter
with that will be profitable. For ~s little C0l1ln1ent occurs there, \ve 11lay
now extend our ren1arks. First then notice that thc nan1es fehoash and
Josiah both have the Sall1e l1leaning and therefore the Sa1l1e general
correspondence, \vhich in itself indlcates a sill1ilar st~te of the church,
\vith such a dlfference as is In\"olvec1 in a different external origin,
for the one is "truth frOll1 goocl operating on the voluntary life,"
and the other "the good of truth acqulred 111 te1l1ptations." And
here it Inay be well to retlect that, speaking universally, no two states
of the cllurch can ever be e\:actly alike, just as wc kno\\" that no

two human beings can be exactly alike to eternity; and we may ~1C?\V

observe that these thine's are the result of a difference of external orrgm.
The Lord's life or lo~e flowinv from Him is the same everywhere,b .,

but the receptacles or forms into which that love flows In t.he creation
and regeneration of hU111an beings, are never the same In any two
instances. .

llut we notice next the singular fact that both j ehoash and ]os!ah
began to reign when they were quite children, the f~)1"n:er. be:ng
seven years old and the latter eight, these r:unl.bel:s again indicating
a distinction between the two states. Ag';lll1 It IS remarkable that
although both these king'~ were the rightfL~l heirs to the throne of Judah,
both of t liciu wcre maclc kings u ncler peculiar cucumstnnccs, and that the
real work of their reigns was not particularly described excc::pt as to
what happened after the former was twenty-th:"ee. yea~"s king and
the latter eighteen, both these numbers, but still In different ways,
dcnoting the state preparatory to a state of good, or pr~paratorx to a
state in which ()'ood can be made perfect by truths, chap. XII. 6 ; XXII. 3.

...-\nd now b: it observed, that the repairing of th~ l~reache.s of ~he
house of the Lord denotes somewhat similar to the building of It, which
could not be effected in the days of David but was accomplished ~n ~he
days of SOlO1l1on. Truly, during our life in this world, we are building
ou;' spuitual and eternal habitations, as it were, beam by beam and s~one
by stone through the tlc:quisitioll of the goc:d of trutl: ; l?ut the echfi~e

cannot be properly raised or constructed until the realization of good In
the celestial sta tc ; ancl so it is on1y by the 111 inistry of B"ood and
the service of truth that the Url'({c!LC.l of the house can be repaired, first,
;\s it were, by the !Jrillo!J!e of good In the prepararol~y stat~, and
;\rtcr\\'ards coruplctcl y by the aj/ttlioll of good. And ~hlS n1~klng of
good perfect by truths Ina)' be illustrated by a C0111panSon \VIt~l what
takes place in our natural life. The 111an wh? h~s an affection for
agTiculture or for horticulture cannot from that affection alone, however
strong it 111ay be, become 'a goc:d farmer or garden~r, nOT can a man,
who without any particular affection for these occupations, IS taught and
trained in the science of thern, heC0111e very good at them unless he come
iII t() a s t ron geraFfec t ion fo r his \\'ork. Th1sis a 111a tter of com 111 on
experience. And these t\\'oca~es will .shew us the t\\70 states of good
without truth or knowledge, \\'hlch reqUIres to be lllac1e perf~ct by tryth
or kllowled(l'c and truth or knowleclg'c without gooel, Wlllch reqUIres
tIl he stillllSatcc1 1>y tllc acquisition of gooel. Now the fornler is and
rcpreSCll ts t hc cel cst j;ll sta te and tIle l~tter tlle spl ritual; , and \ve Ill~y

easily scc !to", illlpossiblc it is in either of these preparatory states
to hc perfect ln agTiculture. (~r. in horticulture. B~l1t \~rhen the ]at~er state
is iIllpro"cd by, the acqUIsItion. of good or affectIon, ;::tn.d thIS good
or affect ion begi ns to prec101111nate over the ll1ere c1esI.re to learn
;\ business for the sake of livi ng by it, then good or affectIon becomes
conJinned and the knowledge which has been acquiredlnay no\\" be fully
conjoined \\"ith that good or affection, and the good or affection 111ay be
JlIlldc jN'JjL'cl by thls knowledge...A..ncl thu~ we 1.11ay now see too, the
superiority of 111an's truly celestIal state, In :Vhlch . the. breaches of
the house can be fully rep~irecl, and also that In the Infenor st~tes the
Inan wl10 has g"ood or ~ffection Inay, to SOllle exter~t, acqUIre the
knl)",lecl(l'e necessary for developing it, and the 111an who has kno\vledge,

,stored 11~) froll1 the actlvity of sorne inferlor affection, may at length
acquire a genuine affection foi" hi~ wor.k.

)J ow in the twelfth chapter It WIll be seen that there are some
\-cry interesting partlcul~rs as to both the acquisition of truths by Ineans
of \\"hich good 111ay afterwards be 11lacle perfect, verso 4-9; as to the
Inanner in which g'o0c111lay actually be Iltadeperfectby truths, vcrs. 10-12;
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and also as to the removal of those knowledges and affections which
111ay have served as means, but which form no proper part of the perfect
human character, verso 11-16; while yet the honest principle of good and
truth which has all along been the central motive, now beC0l11eS
the genuine delight of good, which may for ever be trusted without any
reservation. .A..nd as some of these things are repeated in this chapter
the same explanation and illustration serves for both.

But now we come to consider the next division of this chapter, which
has reference to the tinrlinj; of the book of the Lavv in the house of the
Lord, and denotes the reopcning or the \Vonl, at a t imc, and in a state
of thc church, im mcdi.uc.ly preccding cousuuu nn t.iou. i\nd here it will
be well for the reader to notice first the connection between the collect­
ing of the n1011ey for repairing of the breaches, and utilising it for that
purpose, with the finding' of the book. Let it be observed that the desire
of the heart for the full realization of good, and thus for the making perfect
of the human character by truths properly applied to the life, contributes
to the enlightenment of the intellect, so that there is a state of prepared­
ness for the manifestation of 1110re interior truths. 'To the good man
earnestly seeking the kingdom of God and 1--I is righteousness, amid many
trials, the revelation of Divine Truth ma.y be for wise reasons delayed,
but it is sure to come in the encl. Now this is the reason why the book
of the Law was found just at the time when the 1110ney was counted; and
it is also a reason why it was the priest who found the book and then
delivered it to the scribe. And hence the contents, internally, of verses
8- 10 are somewhat illustrated, it hci ng" perceived that now Shn.phan , in
relation to the king, aptly rcp rescn tsf hc natural 111an in relation to the
spiritual ruan and to the Lord. Hut in verses 11-13 inclusi vc, "'C have
fully described the Iirst effects of the opening or t hc \Vord. It reveals
the true state of the corrupted church, especially as to doctrine. This
is denoted by the king rending his clothes. "\Vhen the Son of Man
cometh shall I-:Ie find faith on the earth?" Luke xviii, 8. And then the
two following verses shew, in a remarkable way, another effect. There
is, in consequence of the opening of the \Vord, a powerful influx from the
Lord through all the heavens, giving to those who are in good a strong
desire to search tbe \Vord, and to endeavour to discern through its
literal sense, what the spiritual sense teaches concerning- the corrupted
state of the general church. Is it not clear that, in the present day, there
is in the Christian church uncertainty as to the true nature of the sacred
oracles, S0l11e being disposed to deny their spiritual value, others being in
a state of doubt, others rclying on mere authority, and a few only having
a general and obscure perception that they are a real revelation by virtue
of some hidden po\\'er and mcaninu which is not understood? But to
the 111an of the N ew Church a revelation is made, and the truth is fully
manifested-c-n.unely, that the old cvils and errors must be swept away,
and that a new s tatc 0 f s p ir it 1Ia I life and s p ir itua 1 l ig h tis d a vvn ing"; an cl
this really is the gencral teaching of the rcmn ining part of this chapter.
But notice particularly the description of the \Vord as set forth in the
fourteenth verse. How wonderfully here again do all the correspond­
ences cohere ~ Such an arrn nuemcn t cannot be the work of any ingenious
111an, who cont rivcd all these things, when, from his own finite brain,
he conceived the w r] ting" of these books, and vet in writ inv \'-a\'C no out­
ward sign of any kno\\~ledge of spiritual thing's 111ade kl1~\~~n by corre­
spondences. Nor can the spiritual sense now drawn forth, by 111CanS of
revealed correspondences, frorn the \Vorel in v.uious parts, li rs t by an
appointed rcvcln tor, and nftcrwn n l-, by m.m y others through the aiel of
the re vea led Ia w 0 fin tc rpre tat ion, h l' the fc c lin g" ;lIH1 tho 1Ig' h t ()fan \'
finite mind. It is in reality the \Vord of the Lord revealed by the Lorcl
fo r the II Scor th C Inail ()( the c h u rchi 11 this N c \\' :\ g'c, as t (1 C /Iftec nth

verse shews. And finally, the consequences of this revelation are, first
that the true nature of evil and of good is discovered; secondly, men
see that evil brings its o '\V11. punishment, as. stated in the ~ix~e~nth and
seventeenth verses; and thirdly, they perceIve that good IS ItS own re­
ward, as plainly appears from verses eighteen to twenty.
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I. .:\ nd the king sell t, and
they gathered unto him all
the elders of Judah and
of Jerusalern.

2. i\nd the king went up to
the house of the LORD, and
all the men of J ud ah and all
the inhabitants of J erusalem
with him, and the priests,
and the prophets, and all
the people, both smal l and
great: and he read in their
ears all the words of the
book of the covenant which
was found in the house of
the LORD.

3. And the king stood by
the pillar, and made a cove­
nant before 'the Lo R I), to
walk after the L,OR1>, and
to keep his commnnd mcnts,
and his tcst imun ios, and his
statutes, with all IllS heart,
and all !lis soul, to confirm
the words of this covenant
that \vere written in this
book: and all the people
stood to the covenant.

4. And the king COlTI.,.
manded Hilkiah the hioh

. h
priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers
of the door, to bring forth

I. i\nd under the ruling prin­
ciple of the New Church, which
is faith fro m charity, are consoci­
ated all the leading truths of the
church both as to affection and
intelligence.

2. And there is, in this church,
the conjunction of truth with
good, or of faith with charity,
and consequently of all the ex­
ternal po\vers of the mind there­
with-e--nnmely, every truth of
good, and every good of truth,
every celestial good and every
spiritual truth, all truths, in fact,
of every quality; and to this
church the Word of the Lord is
opened as to its s piri tual sense,
which gives conjunction with
the Lord, because it is frorn the
Lord.

3. Arid the 111a11 of this church,
having the \\'orcl in the letter, is
thereby conjoined with the Lord,
in cletennilling to live according
to the truths of the Word, as to
affect.ion and though t internal
and external, from the pure love
of good and the understanding
of truth, and by his actions to
confirm himself in Divine truths,
so that every truth in him is
fully established in good.

4 . And therefore there is an
influx fro 111 the T...ord into the
celestial, spiritual, and natural
degrees of his life prompting hi111
to purify his mind, established
in the truth of gooel, from every
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out of the temple of the
LORI) all the vessels that
were made for Baal, and for
the Asherah, and for all the
host of heaven: and he
burned them wi thout Jcru­
salem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them
u n t 0 l~et h-e1.

5. And he put down the
idolatrous priests, whorn the
k ings of Judah had ordained
to burn incense in the high
places in the cities of J uclah,
and in the places round
about Jerusalem; them also
that burned incense unto
13aa1, to the sun, and to the
11100n, and to the planets,
and to all the host of heaven.

6. Arid he brought out the
.i~sherah from the house of
the LORD, without Jerusalem,
unto the brook Kidron, and
burned it at the brook Kidron,
and stamped it small to
powder, and cast the powder
thereof upon the graves of
the C0l111TIOn people.

7 . Arid he brake down the
houses of the sodornitcs, that
were in the house of the
I .... ORD, where the \VOIDen
wove hangings for the
Asherah.

8. And he brought all the
priests out of the cities of
Judah, and defiled the high
places where the priests had
burned incense, from Geba
to Bcer-shcba : and he brake
clown the hig-h places of the

scientific encouraging the love
of evil and falsity internally
and externally; and consequently
these false and evil scientifics
are separated from the truths of
the church, and are condernned
as from infernal love; but their
forms, being vastated of evil
and falsity, are made service­
able to ultimate natural good.

5. Also the man of this church
rejects all corrupted interior
affections, supported by false
doctrines from evil love, which
assume the sem blance of worship
through the natural affections
perverted by falsity from evil,
internal and external; also all
exterior affections of self-love as
to evil and falsity internal and
external.

6. Again, the man of the New
Church rejects entirely the
doctrine of faith without charity,
because it is contrary to the
genuine truth of the letter of
the Word, by which it is per­
ceived to be from self-love, and
void of all good, producing the
vastation of all truths in those
\v ho confirm it.

7. Moreover he rejects also
the corrupt affections by which
the conjunction of good and
truth is broken or violated, and
through which faith without
charity is made to appear true
and holy, by falsities.

8. This good man also separ­
ates evil affections from the
doctrine of the true church,
perceiving that those evils have
corrupted the natural affections
by false 'worship, and this as to
ultimate things as well as to
things internal; he also over-
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gates that were at the enter­
ing in of the gate of Joshua
the g-overnor of the city,
which were on a man's left
hand at the g-ate of the city.

0. Nevertheless the priests
of the hig-h places carne not
up to the altar of the I.,ORt)
in J erusalern, but they did
eat unleavened bread amon«
their brethren. b

10. And he defiled Topheth,
which is in the valley of the
children of I-linnom, that no
man might make his son or
his daughter to pass through
the f ret0 1''101cCh.

1 1. lL\ ncl he took away the
horses that the king-s of
J uclah had g-iven to the sun,
at the entering in of the
house of the I.,ORI> bv the
ch.un bel' of N athal\-n;clech
the chamberlain, which \\'as
in the precincts; and he
bu ruccl thc chariots of thc
sun with fire.

I 2. A nd the al tars that
were on the roof of the upper
chamber of -LL\haz, wh ich the
kings of Judah had made, and
the altars which Manassch
had made i 11 the two COLI r ts
of the house of the LOl{ I>

did the king break down, -and'
beat tllClll down from thence
and cast the dust of thel1~
into the brook Kidron.

C0111eS, in himself, the merely
natural love of knowledge, by
which, at first, there is an
entrance into the doctrine of
the church concerning salvation
through the exercise of the
intellectual powers.

9. But nevertheless the natural
affections remain distinguished
from celestial and spiritual affec­
tions, appropriating pure good,
unmixed with falsities, even in
their own degree, and upon
tbeir own plane.

10. The 111an of the N ew
Church also, overC011lC:~S the
power of bell, or the mcrelv
sensual life, 'perceiving its d~­
pravity and profuuiry : .and thus
he no longer corrupts his truths
or go ()c1 a ere c t i()11shy se11'-1 0 v l~

act ing through I"alsilicd truths
and sensual delight.

ILl-Ie also destroys, in rum­
self, all se11'- c1 cr ivecl in tell ige 11C l~

appertaining to the corrupted
celestial church by wbich the
true worship of the" Lord is per­
vert.«.l in its C0111111cnCC111cnt,.
consisting in the pride of acquir­
ing interior k nowlcduc» ha\-ing
roln ti on to t lu: T.orr l : and he
overC0111l:S all doctri n c [rom sc 11'­
love hv th« force of celestial
love. ~

T 2. j\ 11d t h II s, insh0 r t , he
penetrates into and destroys in
himself the inmost principles of
corru ptcd worsh ip, the wor]; of
the perverted church fro 111 self­
love, and also its exterior prin­
ciples as to evil and error Irorn
the love of the world: and these
things he does thoroughly con­
de111~1ing all corrupt \\'~)rsh'ip by
the po\\"er of the \ Vord in
ultimates.

I 3. And the high places
that were before Jerusalem,
which \vere on the right hand
of the mount of corruption,
which Solomon the king- of
Israel had builded for Ash­
toreth the abomination of
the Zidonians, and for
Chcrriosh the abomination of
Moab, and for Milcorn the
abomination of the children
of i\I11111on, did the king­
defi le.

14. And he brake in pieces
the pillars, and cut down the
f\sherin1, and f lled their
places with the bones of
111en.

15. Moreover the <11 tar
that was at Bcth-el, and the
h ig"h place wh ich Jcro boa 111

the sun of N ebat, w h o macle
I<r acl to sin, had rnade, even
that altar and the hig-h place
he brake down ; and he
burned the hig-h place and
starn peel it sl11a11 to powder,

bu rned the ~L\sherah.

I (). /\l1d as Josiah t urnccl
h i111 scl f, he s piccl the scpu1­
chrcs that were there in the
mo un t ; and he sent, and
took the bones out of the
sepulchres, and burned them
upon the altar, and defiled it,
according to the word of the
LORD which the man of God
procla irncd, who proclaimed
these thing-so

17. Then he said, What
InCH1U111ent is that which I

13. And in this way the man
of the N ew Church completely
overcomes every evil affection
appertaining to the perverted
church 'which belongs to the
corrupted will through the abuse
of celestial lovc-s-namely, the evil
of faith without charity from the
love of exterior knowledges, the
false principle arising fr0111 the
adulteration of good, and the evil
principle from the falsification of
truth.

14. And thus, too, he destroys
corresponding exterior evils and'
falsities, disclosing that they are
merely external and defiled from
self-love.

15. Also he destroys in him­
self the evil which belongs to
the corrupted understand inc
with its false worship frorn tl~~
abuse of the knowledges of good
and truth, by the institution of
external worship separate frorn
internal, disclosing that it is
nothing but infernal self-love and
the condemned falsity thence
derived, and that thu~, too, its
faith, being void of charity, is
but a form of self-love.

'I (). F()r w 11 C 11 the reisin vest i­
gation into the state of the cor­
rupted church, it is perceived to
be one of total vastation, so that
its worship is entirely fro 111 the
~alsities of man's propriurn, and
IS therefore polluted and vile
according to the testimony of
truth from good, or of faith from
charity, which is from the Word
of the l ...ord in the 111an of the
true church.

17· But it is perceived 'to be
otherwise with those who are in
the faith of charity, for they are
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preparatory states of conjunction
with the Lord by simple 0 bedien ce
by the intelligence of truth lead­
ing. to good, or by a state of good
acting by truths.

25: Nor is it possible that any
preVIOUS state of the churcb . or
of the individual can equal {hat
of the Lord in Hisglorifiedhuman
ljfe, or of the man of the New
Church thence derived, who is
regenerated fully as to the will,
as to the understanding, and as
to the life, by the Word of the
Lord. Nor can any future state
exceed this.

2 6. Nevertheless the man of
the corrupted celestial church is
totally a.v~rse from th~ intensity
of the DIVIne J..IOVC, \VhICh to him
is torment, ?eca~se'of hi~ havin~
confirmed In himself evil and
falsity, and thus become opposed
to and forgetful of the truth of
good.

23. For it is the result of
complete purification from evils
through a full course of conflict~
against evil and victories over it
by the man of the true church.

24. Moreover the man of the
N ew Ch~rch rejects, by the pow·er
of. ~elestIal love and the light of
SpI:Itual truth, every deception
which makes falsity appear like
tr~th, and evil appear like good,
with ev~ry image and syn1bol
thereof I.n external worship, and
every ultimate form of selfishness
either as to affection or thouuht
in the external man, in order that
his life 111ay be in complete con­
formity with the truths revealed
in the Spiritual Sense of the
Word of the Lord to him who is
in good.

CHAPTER XLYIII

~he days of the judges that
Judged Israel, nor in all the
days of the kings of Israel,
nor of the kings of Judah ;.

23. But in the eighteenth
year of king Josiah was this
passover kept to the IJ)}\\) in
Jerusalcm.

25 ..Arid like unto him was
there no king before him, that
turned to the LORI) with all
his heart, and with all his
soul, and with all his might,
accord in g to all the 1aw of
Moses : neither after him
arose there any like him.

24. Moreover them that
had familiar spirits, and the
wizards, and the teraphim,
and the idols, and all the
abominations that \vere spied
in the land of Judah and in
Jerusalem, did Josiah put
away, that he might confirm
the words of the law which
were writ ten in the book that
ll il k iah the priest found In
the house of the L.'()RD.

26. N otvvithstanding the
I-JORD turned not from the
fierceness of his gTeat wrath
wherewith his Langer \va~
kindled ag-ainst Judah, be­
cause of all the provocations
that Manasseh had provoked
h irn wi tha.l.

regenerated by that faith and
bear testimony to the st~te of
the corrupted church, as beinc
one of total vastation in conse~
qucnce of external worship
separate frorn internal being
confirmed.

U). .:\ nd the man of the N ew
Church reje~ts also all impure
natural affections appertaiuing to
th~ . external of the corrupted
spiritua] church, which have
been perverted by falsities so as
~o cause aversion [ro m the Lord,
Just as he rejects its internal
evils and falsities.

,10. .:\11<1 thcrcfor« it is per-
c C Ivedt '.1~ l L S II ch persons by
regeneration enjoy their own
h.c~\~cnJy life in a proprium
VIVIfIed !J)' the Lord. And this
is true in regard to 111en of the
extcrnal as wel] as men of the
internal church.

20. And thus he .totally
abolishes in himself the inmost
pr~nciples o~ all corru pted wor­
ship confessing that it is profane,
and grounded only j n the falsities t

of 111an'S propriurn or of his own
selfish desires and phan tasies.
~\ncl thus he abides stcadfastl y
In the truth of good.

:2 T. 1\ ncl therefore he is now
prepared by influx from the Lord
il:t? all his lower powers re­
cipient of truths, to be fully
conjoin~d to the Lord by ~e­

genel~ation and the reception
of Innocence grounded in
charity, because - this is the
natural efTcct of the operation of
tl:e 'Vord by which conjunction
WIth the Lord is promoted.

. 22 ...And this state of lZegenera­
non IS superior to all previous

see? And the men of the
city told him, I t is the
sepulchre of the man of God
which came from Judall, a11cl
proclaimed these things that
thou hast done against the
altar of Beth-el.

I~...\nd he said, Let h i m
be; let Ill> m.ui move his
bones. Su they let his bones
alone: w i th the bones ()f th'e
p r (j l-' h(;t t hat earn c (J ut u f
Samaria.

[0. j\nrl all the houses a lso
of the high places that were
in the cities of Samaria
which the king-s of Israel had
made to provoke the lore! to
ang-cf, Josiah took awa y, and
did tot11 C In a Ccord i110: to all
the acts that he had doric in
Beth-el.

20. And he slew all the
priests of the high places
that '\vere there, upon the
altars,and burned men's bones
upon them ; and he returned
to Jerusalern.

21. And the king C0111­

~l1anc1ed all the people, say­
lng, ICeep the passover unto
the LORD your God as it is
written in this book of the
covenant.

22. Surely there was not
kept such a passover from
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d(;lf";[TfjJn(~d stcttr.; of evil.

35. So that, in this stnt«, all
truths and all good affections are
ascribed to the natural man, and
the corrupted church is under
compulsion by natural love die­
ta~ing by falsity from evil; and
t~lS he does not only as to the
will but as to the understanding,
a.nd as to every particular affec­
tion .: and thus the merelv
natural 111:1n entirely rules. "

36 . Aud hence the state is one
of fulness as to corruption and
fulness also as to the perversion
of truth, the external oriain of
which is tbe IU,st of gain springing
frOlTI self-love ]n a state of the re­
jection of good.

34. Also the natural man
exalts falsi fied truth in the cor­
rupted church in opposition to
faith fro ill charity; and more­
over he gives to this falsified
~ruth. a new quali ty by confirm­
Ing It from evil, changing the
state of corruption into one
which is merely natural, and a
state of total vastation.

- .-
:-..L-C":"l ~:.:-..:c "::::2,:',: :.~r..c ~'\.:(:::'._:j

affections of such persons~ taking
awav all spiritual power: besides
1,"); nd in ''':/ -\''':'.:11 1fj..'Vt 1 l11

37· And t11 ere fore it is a sta te
of opposition to Divine 1'ruth
frOl11 Divine Good peculiar to
the corrupted church.

- ....-- --_...,:~--=----._.::: ..::-.~ -~--_.--

35· And Jchoiak im (lave
the silver and the gold to
Pharaoh ; but he taxed the
land to give the money ac­
cording to the commandment
of Phar~l()h; he exacted the
sil ver and the gold ~f the
people of the land, of every
one according to his taxation,
to gi\-e it unto Pharaoh-necoh.

-'- ~--- ---- --_.....-.:......-_ .... -_..~'...:...-

~,d.jt:rn ; ar.o put tr.e to a
tribute of an hundred talents
of silver aud a talent of gold.

34. And l'haraoh-rrccoh
made Eliakim the son of
Josiah king in the room of
J ?siah his father, and changed
hIS name to Jehoiakim; but
he took J ehoahaz a\vay; and
he came to Egypt, and died
there.

36. Jchoiakirn was twenty
and five years old when he
began to reign; and he
re~g-ncd eleven years in Jeru-
SaleITI : and his ITIotber's
naIl1e \vas Zebidah the
daugh ter of I)edaiah of
l\.llInah.

37. f\nd he did that \vhich
\vas evil in the sig-ht of the
~~oRn, according to all that
his fathers had done.

--- - -:::-- - - - - - - - -:::- --

29. Notwithstanding, however,
the ,depraved natural 111an rises up
agaInst the enlightened rational
faculty of the man of the N ew
Church, and is opposed by the
faith and life of that Church;
an~~l, when the natural 111an pre­
vaIl:, t~IC cllll1~cl: is vastatcd by
falsity from evil In the extremes.

I I~

- ~ __ .=. .==- :: =-=~.:.::=-d frani',
= ~ -=: ..;...-:~ ..: =,~-= ::: ralsities from

in truths. because of the
?ppositiol1 of t~dsity fron~ evil,
In the corrupted church to
Divine Truth from Di virie Good
and also to I )ivine C;ood rron~
which is I )ivine Truth.

'// III' ;;//1 (./)\//I.J) ;)JI,

:illl I IY I I J:;(:I J l)l:tl (JlI J Ji:-i /J Il.( :,ic)r
IIIClllC)ry, IH)t.h as to things or tile
understanding and of the will.

30. Iiut the new natural man
r~rtstrves, in true doctrine, the
!J [f.: :)[ th r.: :\c;w Ch II rch, de:1 iver­
In::: 1t [torn faLin" rJ\" the: truths
()f 'ri)!; (.L'j(r:fJ; '.;) lL~;jt tiJ(; {nan
i.i tr, j~ (~rj lHCh i:-; raised tJ life
jl~ a? external corresponding to
~1 I ~ liltern a1; w 11 i1e fa]s j tyeon­
JOIned with evil in the corrupted
ch urch prrJd uce ~ state of vasta­
tj(JrJ i hcrc.

31. -Arid this state is one of
the full conjunction of evil with
falsity, ane1 of faith \vithout
charity throughout, the external
origin of which is the' heat of
natural love fronl the confirrna­
tion of the false principle as the
truth.

32. l\.nd consequently it is a
state of opposi tion to Divine

III )'1 l,')', "I,ll ,I)) i)/I/I j,l ,1;11,

.11 I' IIJ'Y III Jl \V Jill ('II II IlL,:

!)()()k ()r tile ch rorucl cs of the
kings of Judah?

29. In his days Pharaoh­
necoh king of Iigypt went up
against the king of Assyria
to the river Euphrates: and
king Josiah went against him;
and he slew him at Megiddo,
when he had seen him,

-- "

(j n L11is Ci.LI, - "\"\-III C11 I ha \-e
chosen, e\-e~1 Jerusalcrn, and
the house of which I said
M y name shall bc there. '

.3 0 . _-\nd his scrvan ts carried
hirn in a chariot dead frorn
.\Jt:~ ~ j r1 r] ()) ;in d Lr()U ; { ht h j rn t ()
J(JU::.;t]r;Tfl; ;iTFl Luric:rl }jirfl in
})j,, () ',: rj , ( ; 1)id(Lrr ~ , ". i J (J t h(;
fA..JJI)lc ()i the land tool:
] c.:h()ahaz the S(Jn of ] osia h,
and arFjintc.;d him. and made
hirn kin.~ in his fat'her's stead.

.3 I. Jc.:hoahaz was twen ty
and three years old when he
began to reign; and he
reigned three months in
Jerusalem: and his mother's
name \vas Hamutal, the
daughter of JereIl1iah of
Libnah.

32 . l\nd he did that \vhich
,vas evil in the sight of the

2U



or

(j, T hi-, is d cmonstraterl from the signification of tbe Asherah as de­
nr)ting lllc.: d octr inc of faith without charity, because it denotes the
c!cjctrinc.: of what is false from what is evil, and because _-\sherah is
as,:cjc~;ltccl with Baal, 10,644; chap. xiii. 6; I Kings xvi. 32, 33;, of
brInging the Ashcrah from the house of the Lord to the outside of
Je rusu lcru as denoting' entire .rejection, 3720, -1-02: of the brook Kidron
.L' r\t.~'r~L1 SI..'I1S(' I.)f t1il' \\'~)rd, \'\.'[', !' ~\t ~Ll\l1\)\n< Llh'

2. This is c lc.uly ScC~l {rllI:il the signl ncation
the house of the Lord as de:l1oting
in a state of elevation, 1672, 3;-~o, I

habitants of Jerusalern with him, as all external powers, because
the tIdeI'::: named in the last versc deriore inrcrnal and inhabitants
dtrluIc rho, e are :11 ;;'(:;(Jd, ',::1iile: 111e11 those who are in
ir..rh s. ~l=~j :lj'L::: IIJe LII lle1,-:\,)I(- e\(':'Y t rut h I.Jr" ~'(k)li. 365-1-, and
the .i...': (Jr- Jerus.i l«:» .ie n.u c e\'C'l':- ~".Jl)d \.)( truth, .io.: ;. of the
priests as denotin ; (:\'(:ry celL·s ti.il gl)\.)J. 1;- ~ S, t hl' prophets as denoting
every spiritual truth, ~53-1-, and all the people 11IHh siu.t ll and great as
den 0 t i11gall t ru tli s 0 f eve ry q u;11 it y, 1251) , S-j,5 S-S-I- 59, 2227; a 11d of
reading' in their cars all the worcls of the book of the covenant which
was found in the house of the l ... orcl, as clcnut ing that to this church the
Word of the Lord is opened as to its spiritual sense, which gives con­
jun (:t i \ l n '.','i t1\ t 11 C~ L()rd 11 e C~ au:::cit is fr()111 the LonL chap. xx i i. S.

I. TI-l~::~:: .,-~(~-.l. -GCl:.l'lJ::-L: by the
of the l'\ evv Church, cha p. x xii. I ~ 2 ; by '!'I.~('CS

to be associated, 6 I 12 ; and by the elders 0

noted all the leading truths of the church as toa
()5:2 ~I, ()5:2 5, 3()5...j, -I02 .

c). This is seen fro 111 the following considerations >-,hy tbe priests

- -.- - - -
--- - - _._--

confirm it, 2916, 1259.

~. 'fhis appe~rs t~1US: sodornites denote the corrupt affections by
whir.l: the.:. comunr.tron of g-,oocl _and ~ruth is brokeri or violated.
1 .2.2: anu .. \\T1Cre tr.e worne n wove ror

tlll'\)u;;h w nich f.ll[h '.-,;itlh)U;: charitv 1:3 to
appe:ar tn~~ a~lcl holy by falsities. because: by women are here denoted
corrupt attcctrons, ~09, S~/9; by weaving, the operation of the will,
()C)I 5,:111~l,hy hangIngs, like gannents, are denoted truths, but in this
case, J;,d~ltJes made to appear as truths, and also to appear holy, since
the ongInal word translated !lrllZgil1/';s TI1eanS houses or tents, 2 I 89
257 6, 2233, 2234, LP 4. '

S. This is (,)hvi(!~lS ,when it is remembered that priests denote both
t-:l)()d .u n l C\',i1, alJcctlUl1S acco.rc.l1ng to the subject, 3670; that cities
dC110Y~ cloclrJ ncs, 402; that CltJcs of Judall denote doctrincs havin 0'

rclat]()J1 to g~)c)ll, 3654; that defiling the high places where the priest~
had_ burned l1:cense, denotes that the natural affections are corrupted
hy Ltlsc \\,'orshJp, \-cr. 5 ; -1-/-:+4; that frOITI Geba to Beer-sheba, denotes
as to UlUl11atcs and as to tllings interl1~ll. because Ceba L1Y on the
11IJl'lhc.:rn lh,;rcler uf the kjn~'d()nl of lul.Llll, :llld l~L'l'r-shL'h~l ;It the
:-:iuLlthcrn c:-(trcrllity, and by thc latlc~- i:-:i dCIH)ted inlcl'iur ductrilll.',
2() I -t, 27 2 3 ; that breaking' down the high places at the gales, denotes
t() ()\TrCOlllC the TlH:rc]r natllr;!l 1()\'{~ of knowledge, 2722, l.:~5.3, 2C)-tJ;
I (!Cq; t1Llt tIle ~atc u/ Jo:::iblla del10tes cntrance into tbc ductrine of
the c:h ~ Ire II co 11 Cern i11gsa1\'a ~ ion, S?()5, I 0, 557; a n cl t hat i ls beirJ g- 0 n
the Iell h;llld at lll<.' ~;ltc oj tlle ('Ity, del10tes the exercise or the in­
tellectllal puwers, 0604, 973C).

all t ruth s in those:

~"'J" .; .. 1..J~~ ... C:.:~
dUJ(jlC:) JJ;J.\·iJJ~~ t l ir: \\"CjJcI JJJ lJJC lcucr, 313(J, Ol(.J(j, (J757; that making
a covenant before the Lord, denotes conjunction with II irn 666' that
walking after the Lord and keeping I-lis commandments del~otes to live
accordin~' to Divine 'l~rutl~s.as to .affec~ion and, tl:ought' internally,s 19,
2001, 3382; that keeping I-lIS tcstuuorues and HIS statutes, denotes to
do the same externally, 4197, 3382; that with all the heart and all
the soul, denotes from the pure lyve of gooel, and the understanding
of truth, 2930; and that to confirm the words of the covenant that
were written in this book, denotes to be confirmed in Divine Truths
~)y his act ions, l) S-J.: \\'h il c 1J y a 11 t 11 e pc ()P1cstan clinb' tothe co venan t '
IS denoted rh.i t every truth is fully est.. blis licd in guud, because people
denote truths, 1259, and tile covenant denotes conjunction, 666.

-to This is true hcr.au:«: t lic king, ill t h.: SUJlrCll1C sensc, dc'notes t lic
L,~rd, 172S: ('l)lllIll:llldil\~' dt'11\llc:s. iurlux, :i,IS(): II ilk i.rh t lu: high
priest del10lL~S lhe Cl'!l'StJ;l! dCbTCC, I /'.2S: tlll~ priests or the sccund
urde r cle nut e t11 c s pir i L11; II clebTe l~ as i :-:i e \' ide n l ~ al1d the kcc Pcrs of
the flour denote the nal~l~-al clegr~e, 37~, :23.5(); clyaring tllC tCll1ple of
the Lord, (!cn(ju.;:-:i t() jJllrJ'/Y th~ llllncl eSLtlJlhlIcd In the truth of ,~'ood,

I)(;r;tl h(.: )J' (JiJl ]) ]Jhj 111:, dCJ)( Jtu 1 the ]"(:1]']( )\';11 (Jf I Ili):-:i<'; til i1-t'gs
(1 (.J J ( )t ( i)) i j" ;;; J (i i) j J):; 1 ' . ;t J J (1 l)~. i} J (; i (; [IJ IJ} (.; cjf

t11f; f,' )J (Ii ; [, ( I " I .. ~ l t I, I Ii: rI I J I ;J j j LI Jt; J 11 Ilr: \: I J i t Lc L (j rd. j ,J d c: 11utecl
truth a:::i cli:-:iti I1g'u i::i hL;d fr~)ll1 b'(JlJd, 37 2 0 ; the \'c::;~cls IHade for Baal
and .\~hcrah d"l1ote ~('iel1lillcs 1\l;\(le slT\'i('('alJ!l~ to, or cl1c()l1r;q..~'ing­
llw 11)\'1' 1>1' ,'\il :11111 !;llsilY1 ,':;l)/IJ; l'ILI\), \-\'ii. I(l; tIll' \TSSI'I~) 111;1t!C

for the !1ust (Jf !tC;l\TI1, dl'11()ll~ the S;lllll' lllil1~s c\.lcl'nally, 3-1--t0;
hllrl1i11~ t11I);;(' thil1~~:~ \\il11I1111 ,II'l'll~;III'111 ill llw li(,lds or I(idrllll, de­
n{)lcst h I ~ :-:i l 'I);II' : I til) 11 I) r s III ,II L I h l~ ; l\ \ d \.' \' i I S l' il • 1\ I iii (,S rrOil1 l 11 c l rutlI
of the cburch, -t02, and COl1dCIHl1ing thenl a~ t\Cllll infernal lo\'c, 1861
.-l-l-l-0; I Kings ii. 37, :\\-. 13; and carrying thc ashcs to BcllI-cl clenote~
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remum mg at thcir own places is denoted that the natural affections
remain distinguished froru celestial and spi ri tun1 affections, because
by the altar .or the Lord in JeruSalel11 is denoted worship from celestial
love and spiritual lo~'c, 996~, ~-I-66; and by the places round about,
and Inure or less distant trorn lcrusalcm, are denoted external or
natur.i l affections, 3°8-1--: and by rhci r c.ui ng" unleavened bread among
th.eir .1Hl:t~H('1~ is d.l'l1Utl'cl the ;lppropri;lti()l1 of purl' g"uuc1 unmixed
\\-Il11 t;l!:-;Itlt':-; III t lui r U\\-11 dC,~~ITt" .u u l IIj)1I11 t luir o wn pl.uu-, IWC;lUSC
t'.1 till g d t' 11\ ) ll':--. ;Ij 1Pr t1Pr i:1( it)11, .: I S ~- , 1111 It-;1\ t'Ill'd 1> r t';1r l cll' I H) 1(':-; ,,-(II HI
u um ix L~ d \\'itil f; i lsit ic S, .2 3-t~ , a 11c! a IIIt)\1g- t he ir 1)ret 11 rC n , dell 0 t~: in
their own degTcc, and upon their own plane, 3815.

10.. rrl~is is shewn as follows :--rr'Ol?heth cleriotes the hcll wh cre reigns
the direful and cruel love of destrOyIng all the truths ancl goods of the
church, especially where rcigns the cruel lust of destroying" innocence
..:"l.E. 578; the valley of I-Iinn0111 denotes the profanu tion of thc uood~
ancl truths of the church, Il.l:~. 1083; and to rnn.kc a son or c1(ll~~'Ilter
pass through the tire to l\lolcch denotes to corrupt truths or g"ood
affections by self-love acting throug-h falsified truths and sensual
delights, because by sons are denoted truths .m d by d.iuvhtcrs eood
affections, -I--8t), lire denotes self-love, 93-1-, and l\Iolech c1en(~tes fal~jled
truths and sensual delight, since he was the god of the Moabites and
Ammonites who sig"nify adultcrated g"oocl .utcctions, and falsified
t r II ths , ~ -Ie) 8.

. I I '. T IJ is is d C m. )n s 1_r: I ted fl.- ()III t IJ ~~ s ig 11 i!ic: It iu 11 ()f ]\()r s es as den ()t i11g
111t l~ III~-l' 11 Cc" .2 7()I; () f the k in gsot .I u (b 11 as d c 11 ()t i 11 g I he cor r u ptecl
cclcstLd church, 3()5-l; or thl~ Slll1 as del1oting, in thi:-; place, sC'lf-lo\'c
2-1--1-1 ; of" at the entering in of tIle !luuse of the Lord," as denoting" th~
pcn"crsion uf the true worshi p of t he Lord i11 its CUl11111CnCCnlen t <3720
~356; of "the Ch;l111 ber of N;1 th;ll1-nll'lcch the Ch:llll hcrlai 11, \\-h ich ~\:as ir~
I he. prec inc t.s,;J as c1 e 11uti n g the p r itl e ()f ;lC qui r i11 h" i11tel' i0 r k 110 \\' Ie clg-es
h;.I\"lng" relation ~() thc Lord, 1.)CC;l~lSe I\atlJal1-111clcclJ 11leanS lilt, ,~~// (~/ Ihe
ll/l,~'-, and thcrctorc dcnutcs Intenur kl1o\\'lcd,~-es of trulh fnJln the Lord,
I ()7.2, 00 1)<) , ;111<1 (Ill' CILllllbcrLlin den()tes ;1 !:-;l 1 \\-haL is interior, -I-78();
and of burning thc chariuts of the sun \\-ith lin: ;IS denoting to U\'el"COlne
all doctrine froIT1 sclf-lo\'c by the force ur celestial l(nT, 532', 244 1,

SJ3-t·

1:~. Thi:-; is :",t't~ll thus: the :11(;11':-; on the r(lllf of llw lIJllwr c1J;1111hcr
of .\11;1/, delll>tc: llJt~ ill11]()st jlrincipll's (lr CI)ITllpll'tl \\'()1":--.11il l , IWI':lll.'i(: 1>)' ;In
;l!Llr i:-; dCllO('d \\-urs]li\), --15--jl, 1)y lIlt' r<lllr is dClllll(,d \\-ll;lt is illI1]()st,
10,10_1, hy ;In lIJ>IHT Ch;111l1wr is dt'l1lltctl \\-h;t( is int(Ti()r )t)UO ;111(1 bv
£\.haz is denoted currupted \\'orship, eh:lp. :\\'i. , ; H \\-llic]\ 't(lC 'kings c;r
Judah "had ll1ade:" denotes the work of the penTrtcd church fron)
sclf-lenT, 1()8~, -+750; the :l1tars \\-hicll\lan;lssl'h hac! Inade in the
two courts uf the .house uf 1!le L()rd, den~)tc th': c\:terior principles
of corru ptccl \\"orsh I p as to c\'ll and error Irl)ln the l()\'c of the world,
because by the two courts are denuted \\'lLlt is exterior, in this casc, as to
evil anc1 error, 97-1--', and by :\Ian;lsscll is denoted corruptl'cl \\-orship fro1l1
th:~ lenT of the \\'orld, chap. x\:i.I.;_ al1d hrc;tI{ing do\\'n these altars,
l' \'I de 1111 Y den 0 tc s d t'S I rue. t I () n s J>I r1 ( l];I IIy 1I11Ii c r:-; (()IHI, I (l(q; wh iIc
by clsting" the dust of tht~lll il1lt) the brook l,idr()l1 is dcnoted th;ll all
such \\"orship is condcll1ned enlirely as being infernal, by lhe ])(>\\-cr of the
literal sense of the \Vord, \"Cr. -1-.

I 3. T his is pn) \.cd;1s fu110 \\' s: h y 11 i u 11 pbees arc d c n ()t c cl e v11
affectiol1:-;, ~7~.2; hy (( hefore JerusalClll" is denoled what :,ppertains

to th e perverted ch u rc h, 4°2; by "on tb e right hand," is denoted
what belongs to the will, because good is of the will and truth is of the
understanding, 96°4, 9736 ; by the mount of corruption which Solomon
the king" of Israel had buildcd, is denoted the abuse of celestial love,
795; i Kings xi. 7, 33; by Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians is
denoted the evil of Iai tl: without chnrity springing from the abuse of the
lov« of cxtcriur kllowlcclg-cs, , Kings xi. 5. J_1; '-.20 I; I>y ChCl1HlS h
t lu: ;1I)(lllllll;llion of 1\lo;J1> is deno(ed t h c false prilH:iplc arising- I"r()lll thr:
adulteration ()f good, 1 I--::ings xi. 7, 33; 24(J6; anel by lvlilc.orn the
abotuin.u iou of the children of Ammon is denoted the evil principle Ir orn
the falsification of truth, I Kings xi. 5, 33 ; 2468.

.J+ This is thus shewn: to break in pieces denotes to destroy
spiritun lly, 1664; pillars and Asherirn denote exterior evils and falsities,
37~7, '0,6-1--1--; and filling their places with the bones of men, denotes the
disclosure that they are merely external and are defiled from self­
lO\T, 3812.

:\t this point it will be again useful to reflect upon the contents, in the
spiruua l sense, of the foregoing verses. '1'0 begin with, it is very clear,
fro 111 all that is said of hirn, that j osiah the king of Judah, like his
predecessor lLczckiah, represents the state of the true church, chap. xxii,
I ; ancl that they both do this, but in different ways, is evident, because it
is said concerning both that U after h irn was none like 11i111 among all the
kin g sur j ud a h, 11() raIlH )]) g" the 111 that were b efo r c hi 111," C11 a p. x vii i. 5 ;
;111<1 this ch;lj>ter, vc r. ~5; which st.ucrucn t, in the l iu.ra l sense, could
not he. true of II ezekiah if it was so of Josiah, nor of Josiah if-i t was so of
I ICI l' k 1;til, a 11cl hell C C \ vearc b 0 u n d t() 1O{) k fora cI c c pc r 111 can in g' in bot11
cases, and this Inc-aning we find to be the sllblil11e truth clllbucliecl in the
internal sense of both vcrses, which, of course, is identical. No state
of finite l11an can equal tIle state, so to speak, of the Lord in I-lis
( ; luri Ilcation, II is I rUI11an l11acle Divine beingLi fe I tsclf; and no state of
the 111 an 0 f the c h u rc h can e \:c e e cl the c c1est iaI, 0 r the s ta t e in w11 ichI 0 v e
or g-0 oel is full y t r illln ph a n l, nor can an y hi g h c r p ri n c ipI e t 11 an 1()ve to
the Lord ;lllc.1 the ncig"hh{)ur, or the love of g"ooc1 and truth for t11C sake of
gl)(>d and truth, cnahle a Inan to beconlc fully purified fron1 evil and
error. II el1CC then we see why we have in this chapter the internal sensc
SLlch as it is.

I~ut \\T 111a\' next noticc the order of that sense. First we have the f~tct

t1Lll lo\"(~ c:('lc~'itial uniles LInder it all leading powers ancl all suhordinate
p()\:Tr~, ;111(.1 s(,(,llJ)c1ly it ;1]>pC:lrs, th:l! to all lhese the \Vonl is opened ;lS
(0 Ih In(crl<lr scnses, \·crs. I, 2. 'fhinlly it is interesting" to note that,
IH'\Trtl_H: Ics:-;, I ]}(~ .\\' ()re I in its 1itera] sense, as to the gen u inc Illca l1ing
tlllTCO!, Is tIle hasls or the co\'enal1t or conjunction between the Lord and
111an, and that the I11an of the church is not onlvaw;t.re of this, but
is conflrJl1ec1 in it, vcr. 3 ; and then we see how the p'rocess of purincation
proceeds hy the relll0val of all fallacies and appcaranccs, by which,
In a less perfcct state, the rcO"cneratin o " 111an has been Illore or less
deluded, while yet the ultin1ate [orn1 of thc \\Tord rCI11ains, and is indced
tIle only adcquate receptacle of its interior veri tics, ver. 4. "This is none
other than the house of (;od, and this is the gate of he;t.vel1." Lct not
al1)'onc, thereforc, iInaginc that the internal sensc can bc scvered
froln tIle literal sense, or that it can be .(lI!~J' c:-.:prcssccl in ordinary
lang-llage, although ordinary language 111ay, ;t.ncl indeed nlllst, be uscd in
()rdcr to shew certain ;lspects of it, or to illustrate it.

But in the ncxt two verses we learn that purification is effected
not only as to those things which constitute the fornls of rcligious worship
1H.It a Iso as to a 11 a fTec t ion s ()f c vcry ,Icg ree, an c1 as tothe doc tri n e of fa ith
WIthout charity which has been rcg"arc1cd as interior in a perverted statc
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of t~1~e cl~llrch or of the individual ; and then the seventh verse shews that
purification 11111St cxteI~d also to every aHection by which the conjunction
of goocl!:css and t.ruth in the soul is vitiated, and also that there is a closer
conncctron, than IS COIllI1l0nly ilnag"incd to exist, hct wccn such ;tirections
and a. barren. ant} tlcliti~llls. t.uth wl1i~~h is m.u!« to ;Ippear out w.ud ly
n t t r.ut i v.-, w h i l.: III l"l':lIlly It 15 11Il(lllI1~I' 11j(11T t h.r n a lift-ll'55 i m.u«­
il](!lll'il1:~ '~llilillt:11 ill:I('li\il;' .u u l lll'('l'i\'ill:'~' ih \'()LII'it'», w i t l: \';Iill 1\l)I)(:s~'I)I'
s; til.' t y. I, 1)(' ~ I() \\' c: III dIll; I 11 I:\: Ill' l't s; I lv. II iI ) n, wl: I 1 I i \T S l' ( ) 111i II U ; til \', and
C;~Sl!~', aCl:onlJng', to thl.~ It.lsts uf tlic.:lcsh, the lusts of the eye, nncl tli: pride
of life ; and \\'l111c 111;t1~lng no ctJort tu ullllcrsl;l!1C1 truth or t o realize
goodness, illLlgincs that a merely out ward C(JIlfOl'l11itv te) rcli\l'ious
obscn':lnccs, c(!lnbine(~ ~\'ith ::-j0I11C cx t cr nn l acts of piety' ;IIHI t1c\'(7tion,
and a pcrsuasrvc hcl ict that, somehow, the I11CrCy of the Lord will
he cxteudcr] to hi m at last if he hut ha\'c a 111'111 tru:-it'in the m c ri ts of t hc
Saviour, arc sufficient to secure l~)r him the b1cssing"~i of eternal life?

But t h i.s \V hol e chap t ~ r s~1 C vv s t1] e fa 11 a cy 0 f s\1chi Inagin ing~" F ()r
reg"~:ler;~tlon, all along 1tS lln,e (~f progress, is inevitably succeeded hy
pun 1.]Catlun, I 0,~31); and so It fo lloxv-, that when thuse th ings w h ich
arc: mruosr have been cleansed of their defilements, then things ex­
~enor an.d external ~re operated upon, and this operation is described
In th~ ~lghyh ;~ncl ninth verses, it being also s hc wn in the ln.ucr that
t~1C cllstlnct]().n, 111 .the ,!r.:f..,J";-t't'.\' of rnn u's life remains t~\'Cn after I'cg'cIH~r;l­
~ JU11 ;1IH 1 .1 H 11'1 I J(.'; ~ t I( )11,or pI' r11 :IpS I11I)r(' pro l 'I'r1)' s IH'; I kill !~ t h:It i tis, ;Is
II \\'~'I'l', Illtl'll~illlt'd"I)(,(,:lll>;(, till' 1>lII'ilil'd ~';()ltl t u i v,: h.i-: :1 ckal'l'l' PI'I'_
ceptlOI] t hu n Iw I)t:!()n~ had or L1Llt r list i nct ir in.

_~,\ n d then, S till fu r the r, itis c1ear1yap parC 11t fr ()111 the i11 tc r i()reon ten ts
(~t_ th c next ~W() verses, tl.1a t th~ ,c\:t~~I~i()r n;] tu r;tl or Sel1>:-iU:J I pIa I1C or J1);111 's
ll1e. sl:are? 1:1 the benehts arisIng 1roln real rq.2"cl1eratioJ1, and this de­
scnp110n 1S foll(~\\'ecl 1?J: a ~"eneral slln1111ary in \'crSC>:-i 12- Lj. of the entire
process of Inan's p~Inhcatl()n fn)111 ln1l1ost principles to things 11105t ex­
tern;)},. as to t!Lt' '''(till!; and we shall now sec, ;lS \\'C pr()ceed, that in the
ne,'(t SI~ \'crses, puriJlcatiun is alsu clescribed c1i~;til1ctly as (0 (IlL' lIl/(kr-
st,ll/dill/';', '

15, l'his IS plain fn)ln the signitlcatj(ll1 uf the :l1tar at IJeth-el as de­
n.c?ting t~:~ c\,il \\'l~ich belungs tu the corrupted understanding, I I(ings t

\:11.33, X]]I. .1-6 ;ot )erohO~lll1 /the ~l)n of. Nch;lt as t!C'l1(ltil1g the' corruptec1
~lnd.crs~andl.l1g, 1 h,-1~1~-S ~l. ~(); of 111aklllg" Isr:lcl to sin as dcnoting the
Instl1utll)n',.111 tllc ..sPlrJtU;11 church, of (',\:lerl1;11 \\'Ilr:-;hip S(~p;lr~lt(' fnlll1 in­
tcrl1;Il,' I h..l11.<S \.;11. 3u-3,) ; or Ilr(,;lkil1,~" (11)\\'11 ;Ill<l hlll"l1in~- tl.w ;t1tal" ;In<l
the 111~~ll pLIl>~ ;I~-;_ del](lLil.1,~' tile di5cl(~Slll't~ t!l;ll :-'llC] I \\'()l~:-.;hiJl is l10thing
hut a tUl'Il1 uf scl,t-Jove, I ()(1-l, I t)() I ; o! ~t;l\ll pi n.~ the h igh pl:tu~ slllall to
powder as cl~notlng" the conclcnln;ltiun. of >:iuc!l worship- as false, 7-1- 10 ,;
and of bUrl1]ng' the AsheJ'ah as clel1ut111"- that its f;lith bein<.J' ,'oid of
clla ri ty, is but a fonn of self-lo\'e, \'er. (~ 't-J'

. 16. 'I'll is .is clcI:l0n?~ra~ccl tl1lIS: hy .J Osi;lll turn ing" 11 iIllscl f and spying,
~s denoted in \'C?llga tJon 1n to the ~t"~ltc of the c()rru pted c h u rc 11, speci Ilcally
Into t~le state ot the corrupted spn!tual church, or of the corrupted under­
standIng, 62~6, 21 50 ; 1))' the sepulchres il1 the 1l101111t is del10tecl a state
oft ()tal \';1st:1t i()11 , -I 5(L~ \ -1 7S:;, I () () I ; 1)\· ])() n C'S ; 1r (' d ('Il 0 ted t 11 (, f; J1 sit ies
~)f .111:111'S pI'Oprillll1, 5012 ; hy J.)l]rnillg' t1H~II1 IIj)()11 the ;11[;11' ;Ind polluting
1t, IS dcnlltl'd pollutIon ;tl1d \'!ll'ness, I g(l1 ; 11\' the \\'onl of the Lord is
d~l1<)t('d .l)i\'ilH· 'I'rl1th rrUIl1 I )j\'iIH' (;lll)(L 1.~~S\~ll()1 ; ;111<1 h\' the Inan

()! L ()d J S d C 11I ) t('d ()IH • \\' hoi s i11 (; 1i til 1'1' ()III C 11 :I I"i t \' \\'h i('11 i~ rr0111 the
Lord, 1 I(ill~~'s :\iii. I. .

monument is that?" denotes concerning those in the faith of charity,
because it was the monument erected to the memory of t.he n1an, of
Goel, ver. r6; the 111en of the city denote those who are In doctnne
concerning' that faith, 4°2; "I t is the sepulchre of the. H18.n of God,"
denotes rcgcncrntion by that faith, 2916, :2917 ; and" \V111Ch cal~e from
[ui lnh a ncl proclailllcd those things which thou hast dC!l1e agrunst the
;1Itar ill l lctli-c l," de1lotcs tcst imuny ;\S to the state o! the corrupted
church as IJcing one of total vnst.u ion in consequence of e~~ernal

worship separate from internal being confirmed, 1 Kings chap. xni. 1-5.

10. 'Th is is proved thus: by saying- is denoted.perc~ption, r822 ;.by
the 111an of God frorn Judah are denoted those In faith from chanty,
and th us those who are regenerated, ver. 16; by "let no man move
his bones," anc1 his bones being .1 eft ,alone, is, c1enot~c~ that such
persons enjoy their own heavenly life In a propnunl vivified by. the
I... orrl, 147-151; and by the bones of the prophet that came out of
Sarn.uin are' denoted the regenerated man of the external church,
because Samarin denotes the spiritual church, 27°2; and J~lclah t~:~

celestial, 3654; and the former is external to the latter, I lCIngs XIII.
30-3 2 .

19. 'This is manifest from considering- that Josiah clenote~ the 111an
of the New Church, chap x xii. 1 ; that the h?l1ses of t}.1e }11gh places
t h.u were in the cities of S;llllaria, denote Ilnpure affections apper­
t;tlning to tile cxt.c rn.t l of the corrupted spiritl~tl church, or of the
corrupted uuclcrstanding of the individual, 2722, 4°2, 27°2, beca~lse

its internal impure affections arc denoted by the altar and the high
place at Bcth-cl, vcr. IS; that "which the ,l~ings o~ Israel had nlac1~,"

denotes what l1as been perverted by fals1t1es, I ~02, 3654; ...~hat PIO­
voking' the Lord to ang'er, denotes to cause averSIon fronl fi l1D , 5034,
5798; and that doing to thcln according- to all t~1e act,s. that he had
done in Beth-el, denotes the rejection of extcrnal 1111puntles as well as
internal, vcr. 15.

20, rrhis is evident fron] the signification of slaying ,all the pl~ies~s of
the high places as denoting the total abolition of the lnrnost pnnCIples
of all corrupted worship, 4727, 3670; of slaying then1 upon the a1t.ars
as dcnotin(J' the confession that they are profane, 10,208; of burnIng
l11en's bon~s upon the altZlrs as denoting the confessl0~1 that such im­
purc worship is only {roln the fals~ties of l1:an's proprJu111,. 3812; and
of returning to JcruSale111 as denotIng to ab]c1e steadfastly In the truth
of good, 246().

2 I. 'rhis appears thus: the king comn1anc1ing all the people, denotes
influx frolll the Lord into all 111an's lower po\vers, 1728, 5486, 6653;
keeping' t11e passover unto the Lord your God, denote,s full cc:njunctjon
with the Lord by regeneration, and thus. th.e re~ept10~1 of Innocence
grounded in charity, 2342, 3994; anc~ as ,It IS \vntten In ~he book of
the covenant denotes that regeneratIon IS the natural effect of the
operation of' the Lord by the \Vorc1, by which conjunction is pro­
11loted, 68°4, 9396.

22. 'fhis is evident because the passover clenotes in this instance full
regeneration and puri fication, as the whole of th~ inte.rnal sense in
the previous part of the c11apter shews; t11e clays 0/ tIle Judges, cl.cnotc
previous preparatory states of conjunction wi tl1 the Lord I>)' SlIII pIc
obedicnce; the clays of the kings of Israel, denote states of the
intellig'cnce of truth leading to good; ~u:d the clays of thc kings of
Juclah, states of good acting by truths, 487, 98o().
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23. 'This is demonstrated frorn the signiilcation of the number eighteen
as denoting complete purification through a full course of conflict against
evil, and of victory over it, 17°9; of the passover as denoting" full con­
junc~ion 'with the Lord, and the reception of innocence grounded in
chanty, ver. 21 ; and of its being- kept in j crusalcm as denoting" with the
Ina11 of tl«: true church, -10:2, 2_1(")(').

.2·1. This is e\,idcl)( IH'l';lllSt' hy josi;lh is clcnot c-cl the Juan of the New
Church who is in celestial lc)\'~, ·chap. xx ii. I; by the book found in
the house of the Lord, according to which he acted, is denoted Divine
Truth or the \Vorc1, chap. xxi i. S, 9 ; by those who had farni liar spirits
~ncl by wizards are denoted every deception which mn kcs falsity appear
like truth and evil appcar like good, chap. xx i. 6: by the teraphirn
and the idols are denoted iI11ages and S)'111 bols of such decei tful affections,
4162, 9824; by all the nbominations are denoted every ultimate form
of selfishness, 2454, 60 52, 7454; by Juclah and Jerusalcm are denoted
the church as to aiTection and thought, 3{)54. 402 ; and by confirl1ling the
w0 r ~1s c~ f the 1a \V is den 0 ted the br in g-ing" 0 f his 1ifc in toe 0 111P1e te
conforrm ty with the truths revealed in the spiritual sense of the Word
of the Lord to him who is in good, chap. xx ii. ]0, I r.

25. This rnay be seen when it is remembered that j osiah, in the
Sll prcII W ,';(:I1:i(:, rCjJrl:scl1 ts tJ1(: I .orr], 172[-), and t lu.ncc the 111an of
tIle (]JIIITIJ, c:11:ljJ. x:..ii. I ; t h.u t urn in.; t() tile I_or(] wi t l: .il] his hean, and
suul, ;IIHI Illig'ht, dt'll()ll'S t(1 Ill' Iul ly l"l'gl'lllT;ltl'd .r.. to t ln: wil l, as to
the uudcrst.md ing, and ;IS to the lifc,:2930, t)<j3(); that the law of Ivl oscs
denotes the \Vord of the Lord, 4°50; and that none being" like unto
Josiah either before or after him, denotes th.u no previous state of
the ch Ll rch, 0 r 0 f t 11 c i11d iv id LI;II, nor a n v fu tu res tat e the reo f, can c x c cc d
that of the Lord in 1:1 is glurifIcd 1Ium.ni life, or uf the mn n of the church
thence derived, chap, xvii i. 5.

26. This is thus shewn: l\Tanasseh denotes the 111an of the corrupted
celestial church, chap xxi. 1, 2; and the Lord not turning from the
fierceness of 1-1 is wrath whcrewi th I-I is anger was kindled ag-ainst
Judah, because of the provocaton that l\Ianasseh ll;ld provoked hil11
withal, denotes ;lxersion froln thc in tcnsi ty of tlle !) ivi ne Love, which
to the wicked l11an is tortncnt, because o(his ha\'ing" conlinned hinlself
in evil and falsi ty, ~u,ld thus having become opposed to and for-
getful of the trllth of good, 5°34, ()()()7, ()J5 0, ()35(). '

27. Tilis is ~)(TII frtllil tile ~i~llIilil·;tlillll (If \\,Il;l! tlw L()rd savs as
den uti n g' w bat is;1ceo n.l i II g' t u I) i\' i II C () rd L: r, <)3()0, [7:20; 0 f rei n~) \' in g
Judah out of sight as denoting- the separation of the evil fruln the goocl,
4750; of renloving Israel as denoting the separation of the false frOID
the true, 3654: of casting uff j erus;tlcrn thc city choscn as denoting the
opposition of falsity frorn e\'il in the corrupted church to 1)ivine
T'ruth froIl1Divine Cood, 305, 386, 4°:2, 3900; and of casting" off the
the house jn which is the Lord's nanlC as denoting the opposition of
those in evil froln which is falsity to Ui\'inc Cood in which 15
IJivine T'ruth, 3720, 2724.

28. This is sec~l fro III relllClnhcring th:lt the rest of the acts or Josiah,
and all that he dId, dcnute ;111 the st:ltes of thc Inan of the New C:lllIrch,
and that their being written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Tudah, denutes tu be inscrihed on the interior InClnor\, hoth as to the
th ing s ()f the lin d c rs tan dill g' all d \\' iII, c hap. \' iii. :2 3, xii. I ~).

:2 t). 'I'his is pn)\Td ;I:-i (l1]]()\\'S: ill his d:lVS, ll('Il()t('S ill (Trtaill s(;l!cs of
thc ell lIrch, -l07; I)11:1r:loh-ll('Cuh ki ng' ur "Egypt, dCllotes the dcpra vecl

natural man, because Pharaoh means that 'lvldcll spoz'Zs, and Necoh
means struck 'Zvounded thus indicating a corrupt state of the natural
man, 5 160,6867, and Eg'ypt also denotes th: natural man, 49?7; gojng up
denotes elevation, 1543 ; the king of Assyrin denotes the rntional fa(~t1lty,
119, I 186; the Euphrates denotes the good and ~rutb (~f the ratl~nal
mind, and thus a state of enlightennlent, 934T ; JOSIah g"Olng- up ag"al~lst
Ph.uaoh del)otL~s opposition by the num o( the N{:\V Church; ancl JOSIah
being slain at Ivlcgiddo by Phnraoh-nccoh denotes that thc. COrI~llpted
celestial church is ovorcomc by the merely natural man anel IS vastatcd
by falsity fro III evil in the extremes, because lVlegic1do denotes the
love of honour and dorn inion prevailing in the church, and the extreme
falsities from the evil thence resulting, A.R. 7°7,839, and "\vhen he
had seen hi 111," denotes when conflict had taken place and the natural
man had been victorious, chap. xiv, 8.

<o. This is seen fro 111 the si cl"llification of the servants of Josiah
.) b.. . 1)1 1 I

as denoting the new natural 111an In o p pos i tron to. 1.arao l-neC? 1

as denoting" the depraved natural 111an, 30r 9, of carrying' m a cha.not
as denoting- to be supported by true doctrine, 2762; of dead as d~not1~lg,
in this case, in the SUprel11e sense in which. it rel~tes_ to the glonficatlon
of the Lord, the entire rejection and puttrng off ot the ]:Ul1lan nature
from the mother, 28 r8, and in a lower sense sep~ratlon fr~Tn ~he
<lepra vcr] n.t t II r.t l m.t n, and rcsu rrectiol: into per~ect _ange! ic . life,
3-ll)S, ()221 ; (If "{r. nu l\lcgidd(l," as denotIllg sCJ);\r)ltloll trorn Ll!SltICS,
ver.2C); of.l e rusn lcm as dcuot inj; the t.rut h s of the c~H1rch, -t0 2 : and
of heine' buried in the sepulchre as denoting resurrection to life in an
external corresponcling to his internal, 2910, 29I~; .of the people of
the laud as dellotin b- falsity conjoined WIth cvi l ]11 the corru'p~ec1
church, because in U;e best sense it clenotesDivine Truth f~·onl l)l~lne
(;ood, 12 59 , 3654; and of Jchoahaz as denoting, wheI! an~1l1ted king,
a state of vastation, because it denotes the conjunctton ?f evil
and falsity, chap. x ii i. I, 2; 9954, being", of .cours.e, taken m the
opposi te sense on account of what follows concerplllg him.

f\nc1 no\\' we 111a)' again, with advantage, cons1c1er the groun.cl we have
o-one over froln the end of t11c fourteenth verse. Observe In the first
~Iacc that it \\,;IS a king" of Judah who purifled not ()]:ly his own
part icular pnl\'ince hut the district of 1sracl also, both In regayd to
Bet11-el and the other cities of Sall1aria. Only the love of the Lorclln the
he:lrt can thorotl.~·hly purify the understanding both internally_ and
c'\ t (, r I); I Ih' . ' I' his j :-; t II c s 1I1>j c c ( he Co rellS a s fa r ;1s t11 c end 0 f ~h e
t\\'l'lltictl; \ocrsc. j\nc! this state of purification can only cOllle. aHer
a long- expericnce of thc operation of the L~)fcl and o~ the co-operatIon of
l11an in the spiritual state. It is not untIl love re1gns sUpreITJe that a
I11an can sce, not only how il11perfect, but also ho.\v condenlned an.d
infernal, is all worship of the Lorel fron1 outward 1110tlves n1erely; and It
is not without a great effort that we are able, by the Lord's help, .to shake
off the inl1ucIlcC of self and, the worlel, even when we see that ]t cl~files
our adoration of our God. But this state, in whjch OUf own prrvate
interest, and the approbation of our fellow-Inen, are no 1~)ll.ger necessary
to stiIl1ulate us in doing right, 11lUSt conle at last, ar:d1t IS represented
in the fIfteenth verse anel fully dcscribed in the Internal sense, of
that verse and the following. Ilerhaps SOllle of us lllay be able to look
back and relllenlber the tinle \vhen "the Inal1 of Goel can1e fron1
J udall by tIle word of the Lord," and prophesied agains~ our altar.
-nut then wc did not believe hill1. Now, howcver, we 111ayrealIze how true
\\'CIT his words, and Illay rejoice in the consciousness. t.hat love has
dt'sccndccl anc! is occllpying the reg-ion oi~ not only the spIrItual, but CVen
tile natural, Inal1.
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nut the conte,nts of the two following verses;' in their internal sense,
art also exceerlingly interesting from a practical point of view. When
we look back over the years at our pil\lTi111a(j"e we too 111av see the
1110n 11III en t. If t11 c rc was a barl s ic1 c t0 ~~ II r r:h~lr'aetc rs, th cr~,/ was al s0
a good ()nl~; a ~~'()()d one, th.: tis, from "thc \Vurc1 of the Lord."
:\llllllll~~11 11Ilr ,Illotin's wen' u ii xr«}, t ln good .uu l the t rur: Iln~\';lilcd,
;1111.1 l:t'~~Clll'l';IIII)[1 dt'lllll1'd I»)' t lu: sc pulcb n-, wi t l: ils 1110lHIIIlCiltaI in­
SCl'\pll()~l, ha::i h.c~1l the Ct)l~sequellce. Here is a testilll0ny that no
st a tc of our rcllglous cxpcricn.:c has been wi t lio u t its usc, and that
none call be lost. ,l\lan)' a t imc, like the prophet {rUIn Judah, when
we have been anXIOUS to do our duty, we have been deceived and
betrayed; and 111any a time also, like the old prophet that dwelt in
Beth-el, ha\'e \:'e,. with apparently the best l11otives, deceived' and
betrayed our principle of ,g'()od. _ Hut all the S;U11C, according to these
verses, we now see that, nnpcrtcr t as our states then were, they had
their use. ~l'hey prophesied truly, and their good remains, altll0ugh
the rn.m ~)f Juclah, in us, was only. the /Jrilloplc' of good and the
proph~t ot Israel the tyuth of our fa ith. Compared with the perfect
~tate, iudcerl, they arc lik c hones, for t,here was mucb of the proprium
In them, and there are people, even In the Crancl 1\1 an of II eavcn,
\:'!10 correspond to th~ bones; nor call a man's spiritual and celestial
Ide h« pcrkct \l111c~s 1t he \\'CII nncl stn)ll lrlv suppol"tccl bv a viuorous
n ncl active u.uurn l lifl'. h , ,h

But n()\\' .i ltcr tile puri ric.u iou ()r t lic internal of the spir itun l church
or man, by the act ivi ty of celestial ~'(}()d, the purification of the external
must necessarily follow, nnr l this is descrihed ill the im crnnl sense of
the .nineteenth a n d twc.n t ic-t l: vcrscs, the pol lut inn of the altars, and
p.uticul.ul y th~: s_LI )'Ing' of the priests, em phntica llv inclicating that
now no worship il'0111 iucrclv natural affections can he tolerated but
only such as proceeds (r()lll celestial love a rul. ch.uuv. And hcr« we
may notice a thing that is not \'ery easil)' accounted -for in the literal
sense. \V11y should Jos.iall h;1\'e. spared the lives of the priests of
.I udall and yet have sla~n the pnests of ~alnaria? One lnight have
th,~)ught, pel~l~aps, that 1t was ))eClUSe ,these ,priests, althoug-h they
ot-tlTcc.1 sacniIc:es and burned Incense III "IlIgh places," were still
\\'orsh!pplTs ot .I ~ho\';l!l, ;111c1 also l)el';\use the)' \\'cre J C\\'S and not
Israelites, and thiS ]11(1)' ha\'c heen the reasoll; but their peculiar
n~lI,ne docs not sC~ln to ac!mit of it. They wcre undouhteclly idola/rous
jJl':I',\'I",,' ;1111.1 tile Slll~lc Ill'hl'l'\\' word II:-;('c! lll'n', \'('l'. 5, IllC:lnS, /J1{u'h:
'~II/I/; (I!/~'//!/':~,~', L:1111. ,\', ,It), ;llltl Ihl,'l'e(ul'l' illdil';IlI':";, (,(ll'l'cspoudcntially,
th~ cunJu11ctlun of lab1t)' (lIlll evJl, 31)l)3, ()USS, (Ind also that these
p n est s \V ere 1O~)kccl 11po n :1sid~) 1:1 te rs. BII tin tile e igh th a 11cl n in th
vC!'ses thcsepncsts arc not ;1~':~ln callec! idolatr()u~ priests but sin1ply
pnests, and the)' are spoken ot 1n the nInth verse In such a wavas to
she\\' that. after the destruction of their false worship they elid not
:'epresent 1clulatry, b~lt true \\'orship on a lo\\'cr plane, and fnJ1l1 the
Interna,1 sense, therefore, we Illa)' no\\' see \\,hr they wcre spared, and
why t111S was not t11c case \\'ith tIle priests uf S;lJnaria. It was hecause
the latter dellote external worship scp;lratcc1 Cronl internal while the
fOrIncr denote (~Xlcrn;t1 I\'(}rsllip in hann()\1Y with inter;lal; or in
(_)ther \\I)n]~, till' Pl~~l'St,s ur S;I11,l;lri;1 cll'lll,)ll' 11;11111';11 :l!fL'ctions separated
h()lll IllC IllghtT ;lllcctl()llS, \\'1111(, till' jlrll',-";t.-..; or the cities or ludah cle-
nulc 11;1 111r:L1 :1(ICl'ti l)\15 :Igrcl'i Il~ \\,i l h t hl~ Iti~hl'l'. '

11J'(H'l'Cding ll()\\', hO\\T\Tr. \\,jth tll(' J'('lll;li11il1~' ten \TrScS that we
l_l;I\'l~ tIl ('II11~idlT, il is to Ill' l>lhl'I'\I,(1 tl!:11 til(' Il'l()r(~ ;1111;111 is purified
Ir()ll1 ;111 tlt-II!('Il1Cllls tile ('I()·,(,!" will 1)(' Iti~.; l'onjlll1cti()l1 witll the Lord
;11 H I l II;1 t \ \'Ill '11 IIII r iIi (.;1til) 11 i:-, (' I 1I11l dI'll' d, t ItI' 11 't It:I t t' ( )\1 j III H ' t i0 11 wi II b~
fl III ;I s 10 ;II1 Lhc ( It-g rl'es ()r his Ii rc. TIl is LIJ c l'l' rl)I' ~, i ~ t 11 e s II bj ec t

which now immediately follows in the spiritual sense, and which is
denoted by the great Passover. It is interesting to. noti~ce from the
twenty-first verse, that conjunction with the Lord IS effected, ~ft~r

purification, by influx and correspondence, and that the result of It IS
a stn te of innocence denoted by the paschal lamb. Every. st~te of
g()()d, i11deed, is mort: or less a state of innc?cencc, and th1~. 1s.re­
presell ted in the first passover; and that ~hcre IS perpctl1~ll purification
with the man of the church and also With the angels, 1S denoted by
the fact that the passover W!lS to take place in thc Tirst month of the
year and on the fourteentl: day of that. 1110nth, 7028. And l~~.nce
then, when we speak of purification as being full as to all the debI.ees
of life, even that purification which is denoted by the wo,rk of. Josiah,
we must be understood to mean that degree thereof which gIves full
ad mission into heaven; for it is important to observe that after
admission into heaven 1118.n is no longer tempted by evil as he was
before and hence there I11USt be a remarkable difference between the
states'of purification which precede admission into heaven, and those
which follow it. Now it is tit-is completion of the work of Regenera­
tion that is clcscri bed in OUI~ chapter from verse tw~nty~one to ~wenty­

three inclusive, and that is why the passover of.J o.sIah IS .descnbed .as
being superior to any previous passover; and yt IS c.ertalnly :ery In­
structive to study the correspondences used as the b(lSIS of the Internal
sense in these three verses.

IIu t a c1 ifficu] ty 111ay now arise as to the. spiri tual con.t~nts. of the next
two verses. For, it ]l1ay be thought, why 1S further pUrificatIon. now de­
scribed, and why is Josiah set forth as so superio:-. to all the kirigs pre­
ceding' hi m ? There are two reasons for th is. Ii nst, these t\V? ~erses

must be cousiclcrcd to be, in their inner sense, a SUnl111ary description of
the whole process previously described in detail, .as .\ve have seen; ar:d
secondly, the account in the twenty-fourth verse IS Intended to shew, in
the internal sense, that (~(It!r COlltj)lctc purification ~nan can no longer be
deluded, as before he nlig-ht be, by ap.!:caranccs, while f~on1 the next ve!-se
\\'e learn that the subject of regeneratIon has now att~l.1nec~ \vhat, to h111),
is llis Inaxill1l1111 of g'ood, \\lhich ren1ains unchanged \vlth h1n1 throughout
eternitv. . .

In tl;e two following verses it is easy to see that the concht10n of .the
(()rrlljJll'd celestial church is again sun1111arizec1, and then follows 1111­

1l1cdiately the Lllniliar description of.t~le en_d of that state of the ~'eneral

c!lllrch :ll1d of the unalterahle 0pposlt1on of the state of the celcstlal l11an
t() t!l:IL' or the lllcrcly 11atural Inan, which neccssarily.result~ on ,the: one
hand, with the goocI 1l1an, in the rejection of ,eveTythlng eVIl a,nd false,
and on the uther, with the bad 111an, in the rejectIon of everyt.h1ng good
'llld true' and it is this which is denoted by the death of JosIah on the
fIeld of l;attle; while lastly, the thirtieth verse describes, in it~ spiritual
sense, the 11nal condition of the good, and .also the perpetuatIon of tIle
condi tion of the wicked. rrhese ren1arks \vl11 enable the student to see
\\'hv the litcral sense of this part of the chapter is such as it is, and also
the'series of the internal sel~se.

3 I. 'rhis is plain because by Jel:oahaz is den?ted. the corrupte~

celestial church, ver. 30; 'hy twenty IS denoted conJunctIon, because It
is a 1l1ultiplc of two, 5'94, :2:280; by three n10nth~ is denoted a full st.ate
of faith without charity, 10:25 ; ./l.A>. 935 ; and by h1s 1110ther's nanlC beIng
II ;lll111tal the daug'htcr of .J erc1l1iah of Libnah, is denoted th.a.t the ex­
lt~rl1;d origin of the state is natural love [r01l1 the conflrrnatJon of the
f:l1se principle as truth, hecause nl0th~r denotes the church as to external
ori~i 11, I Q15, 37°3, nallle denotes quaIl ty, 145, I I all1utal Ineans Ille sl/tu!{J1f1
f!llti.\' Ill'a!, anc1, therefore, in this case clenotes natural love, 934, claughter
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denotes affection, 489, Jeremiah means the exaltation of the Lord, and
therefore in the best sense the confirmation of good and truth, but here,
in the opposi te sense, the confirmation of evil and falsity, 827 I, and
Libnnh, which means whiteness, therefore denotes truth, and in this
place f;dsity appc;\ring ;\s truth, .)<)()J.

32. Th is is true because dt)ing what is evil in the sight of the Lord
denotes opposition to I)ivine 'Iru th from I rivin c ( iooc], 4839, T 728 ; and
according to all that his fathers had clone, denotes what is peculiar to the
corrupted church, 4680.

33. This appears frOI11 the signification of Pharaoh-necoh as denoting
the depraved natural man, ver. 29; of putting' Jehoahaz in bonds as
denoting to have dominion over the corrupted celestial man, 5037; of
Riblah, which means strife, as denoting, therefore, the same spiritually,
1664; of the land of Hamath as denoting' the natural affections, chap.
xiv. 28 ; xvii. 24, 30; of not reigning in Jerusalern as denoting not hav­
ing spiritual power, 4°2, 4691 ; of a tribute of four hundred talents of
silver as denoting' a binding- through an abundance of falsities, 6394,
7984,425 ; and of a talent of gold as denoting a determined state of evil,
425. As silver and gold denote truth and good, however, the tribute paid
to I)!lar;\oh-nccoh ma y here he ta kcn to denote the !O.I'S of truth and good
to the corrupted In an ; but because this loss is occasioned by falsity and
evil prevailing and being con tirrucd , the terms arc taken in the opposite
sense.

34. This is evident because Phar;loh-necoh clcnot cs t hc natural man,
vcr. 29 ; Eliakin1 the son of Josiah denotes, in the best sense, truth con­
firmed from good, because Eliakiln means the J'L'SIIITl'(tioll or ((JI{jirll/atioJl

of Cod, :29°, :2001, but here falsified truth because Pharaoh-nccoh took
him ; Josiah denotes, as a king, fai th from chari ty, 1672 ; chap. xx ii, I ;

changing the name denotes to change the quality, 145 ; Jchoi akim means
the rcsurrrc/eo» or o)l~jirlJ/atioll of the Lord, and therefore denotes good
confirmed, and hence in the opposite sense cvil co ntirmcd, :290, 2001, and
this change of n.uue may be understood the better, if it is rc mcmbered
that w h o n the wicked are v.t s t.u ccl ;IS to t rut h , they (';In no longer falsify
it, and then t h.u what ///(J' call truth is in rc.i lit y Iulsi t y frorn cvil, 2455 ;
ta kin g' Jch 0 ah az a \\'a y, den 0 test 0 changethe s tat e 0 f cor ru p tion, vc r. 30 ;
and his COining' to Egypt .uid dying' there, d(\not(·s ;1 st;ltc 111(\1'('1)' u.uural

,; III d v: l s l d l i011, 5U I 3, 5-I u 7·

35. '1'11is is thus dcrnonstrated : by j choinku n is denoted falsity
frorn evil, ver. 34 ; by silver and gold are denoted truth and good, 425 ;
by their being given to Pharaoh-uecoh is denoted being ascribed to the
merely natural man, vcr. 29; by taxinj; the land to g'ive the 1110ney as
commanded by Pharaoh-neeoh, is denoted compulsion by natural love
dictating by falsity fro 111 evil, 6394; by exacting' silver and gold is
denoted compulsion as to understanding' and wi 11, 425; by everyone
according to his taxation is denoted evidently as to c\'ery particular
affection; and by g'iving all to Phnraoh-necoh is denoted that everything
is ascribed to the merely natural 111an, and thus that he cnt i rcly rules,.
vcr. :20.

36. This is thus shcwu : the number t we nt y-fivc denotes fulriess as to
corruption, because it is a mul t iplc of 1I\'c, ()-+07; the number eleven
denotes nlso ful ness, <)() I (i : mot her dcnotes external origi'n, 1015, 3703 ;
uame denotes quality, 1-+5; Zchidah means .~i{Ic'11 {~/ /I/(' /.ord, and
therefore in the best sense denotes good from the Lord for the sake of

CHAPTER .LYLYIII

. D tl ke of aaill "960. Pedaiah

~:~~~1~~:~;Je~Jl~~o~PV~1t:l:~~,e~na;de~o~:\il~~I~ea~~t~~::I;~i:~~~
Love but in the OpposIte sense self-love, ...954, ~9 .'. - d T]
exalt~d or rejected, and therefore dellot.es here the rejection ~f go~o~ ,vi;~
Lord gives good to everyone that It. may pro~1:1~te C(~,l~Junc
11im sclf, but the wicked 111an abuses this for the sake of b{Ull.

"7 'rhis is true because doing' evil in the sight of the) Lord c1eno~els
,) . . ])" C 1 48"9 17'"'8' and rl.CCOI (-opposition to 1)ivine Truth fn)J11 .. ivmc JOC)(, , l. J.' ., ~(1:" c, the cor-

ing to all that his fathers had done, denotes wl~d.t IS pecu iar to

rupted church, 4680.



the book of the chronicles of
, the kings of Judah?

6. So Jehoiakirn slept with
his fat hcr-. : and Jchoiachin
his son reigned in his stead.

of those who are the mem bers
thereof;

6. And they are associated
with their like in the eternal
world and sta tc, a new state of
the church on earth succeeding.

1. In his davs Ncbuchad
nezzar king of 13abv Ion ca mc
up, and JehoiakiI;1 bee.uno
his servant three years: then
h~ turned and rebelled ag-ainst
h11D. ~

2. A 11cl the L() R I ) sell L
ag-ainst h im bands of the
Chaldeans, and bands of the
Syrians, and bands of the
Moabitcs, and bands of the
chi ldrcn of i\ Inn1011, and sen t
them ag-ainst Judah to de­
stroy it, according to the
word of the L,ORD, which he
spake by the hand of his ser­
vants the prophets.

3· Surely at the corn m.m.].
IllC11i of the 1,01,1) c.u uc this
11pun Judah, tu rC1l10VC them
out of his sight, for the sins
of Manasseh, accorc1ino- to
all that he did. b-- ,

4· And also for the inno­
cent blood that he shed; for
he filled Jerusalel11 wi th inno­
cent blood: and the Lord
woul.] not pardu!1.

5· Nu\\- the rest ur the ;lCt.'-i

o~ Jehoiakill1, and all that he
-clid, are they not written in

I. ":\l:d when the corrupted
church is under the rule of truth
falsi Ilcd hy sel l-Iovc, the love of
dominion, . which causes grief,
C0l1den1l1atI0I1, and confusion, is
exalted then-;in for a full period;
and then the C01111110n perception
of the 111an of the church revolts
again:::it such exaltation.

c. l lut 11cVlTtl1l']css the church
i.s de\~aSla~cd I>)' cxt.crnn l worsb ip
fTC)!}) i utcr ror falsities, hy interior
nallll:~t.l affections corn II )ted, by
exterior nnturn l al"l"ections through
which good is adulterated, al~d
by exterior natural aflcctions
through which truth is falsified:
and th.is b~cause evil prevails;
and bnngs its own punishment
according to the laws of orde:
which are revealed in the \Vord
of the Lord.

:). For I )i\'iIH~ Truth [ro m tho
Lord cuntroL-.; ]ll'n'(Tlc'd st.ucs of
the church, that lhl~ .v i l may be
separated Irorn the good, on ac­
co unt ()f w11 at they cl0 hy fo rge t­

fuluess of the Lord and throusb
f
~ . . b

con lrl111ng evil statcs;

4· Also because those who
can firm evil stales by falsities,
destroy in thenlsclvcs the re­
mains of good and truth, even
to toL11 rL'jtTtioll, and therefore
they c:a nil 0 the rc Io r:11c(1.

s· Hut :111 t11l~ states ()r this
cOI~rllptcd church arc surely in­
sen bed on the in tcrior memories
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7. i\nd the king of l~gypt

carne not ag-ain any more
o 11t 0 f his 1an d : for the kin g­
of 13abyIon had taken, fr orn
the brook of l~g-ypt unto the
river Euphrates, all that per­
tained to the king of 1i.gypt.

8. Jehoiachin was eig-hteen
years old when he beg'an to
rei cr n : a 11c1 11ereiU 11Ccl inh , .-,

Jerusalcm three n1 on ths : and
his,' mother's name was
N ehushta the claug-hter of
Elnathan of Jcrusalcm.

9. And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the
I-,Ol\.D, according to all that
his fa ther had done.

10. At that time the ser­
vants of N cbuchudnczzar
king of Babylon carne up to
]crusalcln, and the ci ty was
bcsicg-ccl.

I r. f\ncl N ebuchaclnezzar
king- of 13abylon carne unto
the ci ty while his servants
were besieging it;

12. And Jehoiachin the
king' of Juc1ah went out to
the king' of Babv lon, he, and
his mother, and his servants,
and his pri rices, and 11 is
officers: and the king of
l~abylon took him in the
eighth ycar of his rClg-n.

7. Moreover, the lower passions
of the natural 111an, in such a
state of the church, and of the
vastatcd man, are restrained
fr0111 bursting forth, because the
love of dominion possesses all
his po,vers.

8. And the new state of the
vastatcd church is one of full
vastation, and of faith without
charity throughout, the external
origin of which is sensual natural'.
delight in falsified truths.

9· And consequently it is a
state of opposition to Divine
Truth from Divine Good peculiar
to the corrupted church.

10. And j n that state evils
and falsities springing from the
love of dominion are active, and
the true doctrine of the church
is thrcutcnct] thcrclry.

I 1. And, indeed, it beC0l11eS
predominant therein through the
prevailing activity of such evils
and falsities.

12. And therefore th e rulin cr
principle of the corrupted cburch
--\vhich is, ostensibly, Divine
Truth-s-is, in that new state
con joi ned to the love of dorn inion:
togcther with all its affections­
namely, the external affections of
the natural man and the internal
affections thereof-as to the will
and as to the understanding.



688 .SECOl\TD BOO!( or !(Il\TG5; CHAPTER XXIV

PROOF REFERENCES I\NI> NOTES

J. 'This is evident from the sig'nifIcation of N cbuchnclnczznr king of
Babylon as denoting the love of dominion which causes grief, conclemnn­
t ion, and con fusion, 1)('(';U1SC his 11a Inc is said to Inca11, by S01l1C, lilt'
t rcasurcs oJ' JV{:vo, by others JVt'!J(J 111(' pr/I/o.' (!l II/{·Jtot!s, and by Cruclcn,
tcrrrs alld.~roaJls (!ljll((~)IIClll, and thus indicates the love of dominion as
just described, and Babylon means confusion, 37:27, 75 f9, 10,030, 10,:2:27,
13:27 ; of "in his days" as denoting' the state of the corru ptcd church
denoted by Jchoiakim, 487; of' this king becoming the scrvan t of
N ebuchaclnexzar thrce years as denoting a full period, 18:2 5 ; and of the
rebellion of Jehoiakirn as denoting that then the common perception of
the man of the church revolts ag-ainst such exaltation, I6C>4, 1668.

:2. This is thus shewn : the Lord sending enemies against Jehoiakim
denotes that the church is devastated through its own evils, 696; bands
like nrrnics, denote opposing evils and falsities, 3448; the Chalcleans denote
external worship from interior falsities, 1368; the Syrians denote interior
11; It 1Ir: tl a rrc c t ion s r:() r r11 pte (1, 1:2 3:2 - 1:2 34; t 11 c Monhitcsan rl A 1111non j t es
d cuotc, rcspcct ivel y, ad u 1tcratcd gT)(X], and falsified truth, :2.:.ll)o; Judah
c1C11()tes the corru pled celestial church, 4750; and destruction according
to tlfe word of tl\(~ Lord, which lie spakc hy Iris servants tI1C propIlets,
dcnotes tllal c\,jl prevails and brings its OW]) punislHnent according to
the la \\'s of order which are revealed in the vVord of the T.Jorc1, 696, 9188,

9 19 ft

13· And he carried out
thence all the treasures of
the house of the TJ)I~I>, and
the t rca :-) 11res 0 r t 11 c l, i 11 g- 's
11lH1Se, and cut ill pieces ;tII
the vessels of gold which
5010111011 k i I1g- of Ixr.rc] had
111 a c1 c in t hc t C 111 plc ()f the
LORD, as the I..,URU had said.

14. And he carried a\vay
all Jerusalem, and all the
princes, and all the l11ig-h ty
men of valour, even ten thou­
sand captives, and all the
c raftS 111C 11 ;111( I thc S 111 i t 11 s ;
11(>11e rcm.i incd, save the
poorest sort of the people of
the lanel.

I S. /\.nc1 he carried awav
Jeh~iachill to 13abylon; (111~1
the king-'s mother, and the
king-'s wives, and his officers,
and the chief 111en of the
land, carried he into captivity
frorn Jcrusalern to Babylon.

I(). ;\11<1 all t lu: IIll:11 ()r

III ig-h t, even seven thous.uid,
and the craftsmen and the
smiths a thousand, all of them
strong and apt for w.u, even
them the king of Babylon
broug-ht captive to Babylon.

I 7. A n c1 the k i11g' ()fB aby­
Ion made JVratta11iah his
LIIher\ b rut 11 c r k i I I ~~- i 11 his
stca d, and c h a ng'cd his ll;:UllC

to ~cdckiah.

13· ...-\.ncl the love of dominion
corrupts, falsifies, and profanes
every truth derived from good,
a 11<1 V\'cr)' in t.: llcctua l t ru th de­
rivcd rrol~l the lov.: of truth bc­
IOllging to the church; and at
th~~ S~.U_lll~ ti 11l~ destroys every
scu.ntt lic appertaining to the
cell~stial church in its spiritual
degree, accorrlim; to the testi­
111011Y of the Word of the Lord.

14· Aridthus the whole church
is vas~atecl, even every primary
truth Internal and external; so
that there is a complete desola­
tion, extendi ng to every natural
rtfTl: c t i(J11 as t () the \\'i11 a n rl as to
the II nt lcrst.uu l ing; al1d scarcely
allY rcmu ins are len.

J 5. --:\ncl thus an eru irc change
takes place in the state of the
celestial church, as to its govern­
i ng I i fL', as to the external affec­
tion of truth, and ~lS to its internal
affections, with all leading truths
themselves, internal and external,
so that no longer the truth hut
t h« I()Vl~ of dorn iuion prevails.

I o. 1 \ Is() C vel" v (I (><: Lr i11cor t 11 c
chllrc'h LlY whiel; holiness is pro­
motcd, and every natural affec­
tion j n ternu] and external by
which the truth is supported, and
by which conflict against evil
and Ialsity is maiutaincd, even
all t hcsc arc made subservien t
to the love of dominion.

17·i\ncl no w therefore under
t 11 c in flu C 11CC () f L11 is 1()v(" 1-he
church, \\,hi('!l xh ou k l he' gov­
erned hy charity, \vhieh is the
girl or lh(~ Lord, is dOlllinatcd
hy L~ Isi ty rr()III e v i I ass III 11i 11g the
quall ty of tru tll f'rolll good in ex­
ternals.

18. Zedekiah was twenty
and one years olel when he
began to reig-n ; and he reig-ned
eleven years in Jerusalern :
and his mother's n.unc was
Hamutal the claug'htcr of
Jercrn iah of Libnah.

19. i\nc1 he did that which
was evil in the sig-h t of the
l-1oR1), according- to all that
Jehoiakim had done.

20. For through the ang-er
of the I--toRD did it come to
pass in Jcrusalern and Juc1ah,
11n t i1 11 c had cas t the 111 0 U t
[1'0111 his presence: and Zede­
kiah rebelled agai nst the king
of Babylon.

18. And this is the completion
of the declining states of the
church, involving fulness of
vastation, the external origin of
which is the heat of natural love
fro 111 the confirrnntion of the
false principle as truth.

19. Wherefore it is a state of
opposition to Divine Truth frorn
Divine Good, being a state of
falsi-fied truth confirmed by evil,
and therefore a state of total
vastation.

20. And this happens in con­
sequence of the aversion of the
111an of the corrupted church from
the Lord hoth as to spiritual and
celestial life, since evil cannot
abide with good. But even in
this state of the church the 111an
who is in simple good resists the
love of dominion.

2X
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3· rrhis is demonstrated by observinv that the command mcnt of the
Lord is Divine Truth from 1-1in1, Jo,637; that the Lord does not com­
~nand evil but 01:1): permits and controls it, 5<)2, f755, ~447 ; that reT110V­
111 g" JII da h ()II t ()I s 1g" h t, dc 11 ()tcs ! 11 c separat i0 11 ()f the c v iI fro rn the (rood
4Qb:2 ; and tl.Llt thc sin: o( l\l.;II1;ISSeh ;lcconling' to »u that he did, cle~ote~
\V hat the c vII do lJy 1U I"g"c tful ncs s 0 f the l.o n l, an cI I)v con fin 11in 0" e vil
states, chap. xxi. I ; ill!. 475, 476 ; 47 29, 4730. J b

4· This is cvicl cnt when it is seen that l\lanasseh denotes those who
confirm c\·il. statl~s, vcr. 3; th a t to shed in nuccnr hluod, denotes to
destr~)y re m.uns UJ good, a~1l1 to fill Jcrusa lcm with it, denotes to destroy
rernams of. trut.b, chap. XXI. J6; 9262 ; that to destroy denotes to reject
to.ta.IIy, which IS to be va statcd, 10,510; and that the Lord not being
willing to pardon, denotes that such persons cannot be reformed 944 6-
944 8. '

5· This is clear .frol11 the facts that the rest of the acts of J ehoiakirn,
a 11d a.ll that he ellrl, c1 en 0 te ~111 thc. state.s 0 f the man ofthe corrupted
celes~Ial chl_lrch : and that bCIng written In t hc hook of the chronicles of
the kln_g"s ot Judah, dCilotcs to he inscribed on the interior mcmory of the
m.m oj that church, ("h;q), v ii i. ~3, xii. I().

6. '.I'Il}s is ~\'idcnt h.ecall.sc b y sleeping" with thc fathers is denoted
association WIth the like In the eternal world and state, 3255; and
his son reig'niIl~l" in his s tcn cl, denotes a n cw state of thc church on
earth sllcce~ding", 501:2.'

7· T'his is dcuion stra tcd by considering that the king of Egypt de­
notes the natural n1an,. <.:hap. xx i ii. 29; that thc king of Babylon
~l~~:~tesl .t!lC.love <.~f <.1(~I:11nl.o~1, \·_cr. I ; that the. king ()~- Egypt remain­
In b In n is LU1d, denotes that the natural man IS rcsuaincd, understand
externally. only, . Q187 ; . and t h~lt thc ki ng of Babylon posscssing all
that pertained to the kIng" of ]'..,g"ypt, denotes that the love of dominion
possesses al.l the powers of the na~ural man, from the brook of Egypt
unto. ~he river l .... uph r.u cs, denotIng" the extension of the love of
cl0I111nl0n over the spiritual and celestial things of the church, I ~66, 9828.

H. This is. S<.Tn f!"(1I11 tIle si~~l1ili(,;lti(1I1 ()f Jcll<)ia<"!lin, which mc.uis
/~1' /Jrl'jJtfl.-(r(lrJlI (JF . .\'IFI'/~~'/11 (!/ 111(' /,on(, ;IS dcnoting', in the best sense,
tluth .cOIlJuln(~d \\'Ith g"()~HI2 1>~lt here, 111 the opposite scnsc, the saInc
v ~ls tatcd, 0 r a s tateo/ . Ia1s 1_tY c()nj ()incd \\'it h c \' iI, 3727, :2 00 I ,; of
:Ig11te~n ~.y~~~r~ as denotll~g JuIncss o~ \'asL;l~ion, bccause in a good
sense It :,lg111il<:s fulness ot COll1bat ag-alllst e\'J1, 17°9; of thrce 1110nths
as cl:not1ng' a .t ull s tate o~- fa it 11 \V it h 0 11t ch;H it y, 182 5 ; ,/l./{ <)35; ancl
of hIS 111other's n;l1~le beIng" N ehushta, thc daughter of Elnathan of
Jerusal.C!l1, as denotIng extcrnal origin which is sensual-natural delight
In. ~~:lslrhed truths, because N ehllshta 11~C;111S SI/rrh't', soo/I;,\,(!-ytr, or r:.!
b; a.\.I, (:ncl thus d.cnotes, cO,rrcspondcntlally, scnsual- natural delight,
19 f , 42); chap. X:\1. 6; and l'.,lnathan l11eans lilt' ~J'I/I 0/ (;od and there­
fore den utes .truth, and in this case truth fal~i{ie(t" bcca:lse said of
Jerusalcll1 whIch dcnotes thc churc11 corrupted, :2001, 402.

" 9· 'I~hi~ is c\'idcl1t hCC;lll~C hy doing what is c\,il ill the sight of the
L~~r~l. I~ deI:~)tL'd ()p,Position to I )j\'il.1C :rrllth Fr()ln I )i\'inc (~()ocl, 4839,
.1 / - H. .1.11 d ;II '( , l ) I d I II.t~ I () ; til (11: II IJ I S L I I IJ{' r~, I};I d <I ()11<',' 1 d(,11<>! <. 's \\,Il; I t

IS pCl'lill;lr tl) tIlt' ('()ITlIllll'd ('!III!"('II, _I()~O.

Cl-/APTER X-cYIV

uezzar king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, ver. I ; servants
denote subordinate powers and thus falsities, :2541 ; and corning up to
Jcrusalcm, and the city being besieged, denotes active opposition to
the doctrine of the church, I ()(Lf, 402.

I I. Tb is i::; evident from the signification of Ncbuchad nczznr, of the
city, of servants, and of hesieging or war as just now shewn, vcr. TO.

1:2. T'his is true because by Jchoiachi n is denoted the ruling principle
of the corrupted church, which is, ostensibly, Divine Truth, vcr. 8; by
N ebuchadnezzar "co111ing" into the city," and J ehoiachin "goi11ex out"
of it, is denoted the new state in which the love of dominion becomes
the interior powcr and Divine Truth, so to speak, the subordinate
power, and in which there is an apparent conjunction of Divine Truth
with the love of dominion, 1853,7498,99'27 ; by the mother and servants
of Jchoiachin are denoted the external affections of the natural 111an,
18I5, 3703, 30J9; by his princes and his officers are denoted internal
affections, I482; by the pairs of terms are denoted what is of the will
ancl understanding, 683; and by the eighth year is denoted the new
state, 204~", :20()6.

f3. 'Ihis is clear because the treasures of the house of the Lord and
of the king-'s house, dcnote truths deri ved from good, and intellectual
truths derived from the love of truth, chap. xi i. 18; and all the vessels
of g'oId which SolOlllon king of Israel had marlc in the temple of the
Lord, denotc cvcry scientific appertaining to thc celestial church in its
spi ritual degTcc, because vessels sig"nify scicn ti fics, 307<), gold denotes
good, 4:25, SOlO1l10n is the celcstial church, chap. xxi. 7, and Israel
denotes th~ spiritual de~Tec, 3654; while" as the Lord had said," de­
notes that It IS thc tcsu mon y of the Word of the Lord, as is evident.

14. Th is appcars as follows :-to be carried away by the king- of
I3abylon, dcnotcs to be vastatcd by the love of dominion, ver. I ; princes
and mighty 111Cn of valour, denote primary truths internal and external,
1402, 03 15; ten thousand denotes what is COIll plete, '2575; craftsmen
and smiths, denote n.u.ur.i] affections as to the will and undcrstand inv
.:.j:2.'), _j:2_1 1 -j25 ; and n on c hcing" left hut the poorest of the people, d~~
noll'S that there are scarcely any ren1ains, 9209.

15. This In;l)' bc known froll1 the signification of Jehoiachin as de­
nuting' thc Ui\'ine 'rrllth which ought to be the governing power in
the church, \·cr.8; of I110ther as denoting the external affection of
truth, 1815, 37°3; of wife as denoting the internal affection of truth
<) 15, :2 5I7; of oflicers and c11ief 111Cl1 as denoting leading truths in~
ternal and cxternal, 52<)0; chap. xi. 4, 15; and of bein o" carried froIn
Jcrusalc1n tu Babylon as denoting that no lonc)"er the btruth but the
lo\'e of c1cnninion prevails, verso I, 8. b

J6 .. This_ is thus shewn: 111!ghty l1:en s~ven thousand, denote every
doc~nne of thc ch.urch by W111Ch holIness IS proll1oted, 583, 83 J5, 716;
cr;tftSl11CI1 and SIlllths, denote every natural affection intcrnal and ex­
terna I,. 4~3, ..j.24, ..j.25 ; strong a nd a pt for wa r, dcnotcs powers by whieh
tn~th IS sllpp()rtc~l and conflict ;lgainst evil is 111aintained, 1664; and
1)('I ng" t; 1k t' 11 ( .; IP11 \. C t0 J j; I1)y1()Il , clen ()t Cs 1)C('()111 i11~ r SII hsc r \" ic n t t() the
I()\T () r d()III i II i()II , I 32 (), () I (J-I, ().3 _I g. ' ,

17. This _is prf.)\·.ed as follows :-1>)' the' king of Bahy10n is c1enotcd
the luve 0/ don1ln lUll, \'cr. J; by 1\1 attaniah is ll1eant Ille giJt C!( Ille
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Lord, ~ncl therefore he denotes charity, 8899, 1594; by changing his
name 1S cl~not~cl c.hange of 9uality, 145; and by Zedekiah, which
nle:ln~ /1It'. ./IISII(I' f!/ //~{' I,ord, 111 the hesl sense, truth fro 111 good, and
t hcn,j()rc In the Oppusltc sense blsity from cv il, :~235, :2::25 S.

. I 0. This is proved frol11. thy sig"nillcation of twenty-one as denoting,
1.n a good scnsc., because It ~s the product of three and seven, a holy
sL.ltc,. hilt here In the OppoSltC sense, corn plctc degradation, 7°42; of
n:~lg\lll1g l'!l~\'('11 YC;lr~ ;IS del1{)till~~' cOlllpll'tc vu s t nt ion , (il(() ; and of
his 1l10t h~~r's 11;1IllC hClllg' I [;111111 tal the d;lugh u.r or Icrcu: i ;111 of Li l mn h
as d~notll1g external origin and quu lity which is "the heat of natural
love from the coutirnuuion of the false principle ;IS truth, chap. xx iii, 3 r.

19· This i.s. true be~~lyse doing evil in thc sight of the Lord, de­
notes ?Pposltlon to I)1\'ln~ 'I~ruth fro 111 Divine Cood, 4839, 1728; and
according to all that j choiakim had done, denotes a state of falsified
truth confirmed by evil, and therefore one of total vastation, chap.
XX111. 34.

20.. T his is c v icl ('nth c c; IIIS l' h y t11 C ;111 gT r ()fill C Lord is den ()ted
;1\'Cl'SI()1l 011 the p.ut ()f 11L111, 503,1, 57l)S; 1))' .lcrlls:t!cln :111<1 [urlah are
de 11 ()led the co r r 1I pted . c h1I rch h()th ;1Stu s Pir itu: II :l11 d cc I ~~ s ti:d IiIc,
4° 2 , 36$~", -1-75°; by. bClng'. cast out of thc Lord's presence is denoted
that ~\lJl can.not ab1c1e. WIth 3oocl, 305, 306, 2657; and by ledekiah
rehel1ln~~- ag-;l1n s t the king 01- Babylon is denoted that even i11 this
s tat~ l? I the churc 11, thc In.m w hoisin simp Ic go 0d resis ts the 1<)\.c of
cl01111nl011, \'CI". 17; r(lh-l-; v cr. l.

Rel-lcclini< uo w on t lic contcnts, in the int cr nn l sense, of this whole
c!:aptcr, ~\'C 111(1)' ohsen'c that the Ilrst \'crse is a sUlnrnary statcll1ent
of what follows, and thereforc it is said both in the first verse and in
t~1C la~t" that t.he king- of .luc1ah rebelled against the king" of Babylon.
~uch ll1(l~ed b, \\'h~lt 111;IY hc c;-\lIcd, the natural constitution of the
hl1I11!U~ Inl1.HI, that it is always c1isposed to resist thc aspiring I()\·c of
d0i11Inll)11 In ;Inuthcr. According" to l>i\'inc ()rc1cr, no ol1e- CII1 be
C<:I11pe!lcd t() aC~ll1irc truth or to do hUocl, :1I1l1 it is only a de:llIsion
o! sl,lf -IO\'l~ \\·.hlCh ~:;IlISl'S 1l1l'll tl) thin\...: lh:lt II1lTC P()\~'cr or forcc
(';\llTIl:llly ;11l)>lIl'd 1';111 rl';III~' !ll"lll!tW(' (l!'lkl" ;111l1 111:tilltdill it ill ;In)'
('IlIll111l1111ty l~!llllT ~IILl!1 Ilr hq.~('. ,\1111 \l't SIIl:ll is the ('h;lr:\('tcl" or
the sclf.-I()\'c into \\'hich C\TrY()J1C is I)();'II, th;tt it \1ot (llllv indul<'-cs
the p.h;lI1L~:-))' tILlt the posscssiun of i~Tcat IH)\\'l'r ()\'cr other~, and The
~:xcrc~sc 01_ th;Jl IHl\\Tr, ;Irc the supreme dclig-hts or e;\istcncc, hut ;l1so,
In. splle 01 the nat ural rccli ng tlLtl ihl' Ir lo\'es to I)c frec, it proceeds
WIth eagerness, :llHl as (lr as possihle, to cndcau)ur to reducc others
to a. s tat c ()f stn' cry; a 11 cl it :15 Sunl Csits vcry \\'()r.':i t fu r111, \\' h cnit
~ecks to control lncn by usin~- C\Tl~ rclig"ion :lS a 11lC:lns of extcnding
Its sl1prel~1acy. No .\\'o.neler thcr~~l(),r(', that. the church is destroyed
w h cn s_e It -1 <} \T rul csin It. Now It 1S fo l' t 111 s rcason, that this ch a r­
:lctcr o{- self-love, as secking after c1olninion, is so particl1brly described
1n the \Vonl uncler thc lig-ure of Bahylon both in the ()l(l and New
'restan1ents. And it is also for this rC;ISOI1, tI1at the Lurc1 in the
g?spel so wiscly ~!nd earnestly \\·;lrns Ilis disciples clgainst it. T'licF
dIsputed ;llllong thclnsch'cs, wc :lrC told, \\'hicll of IhcllI should l)c
~ hc .~ r c; ill'S t, h l\ t th~ Lor ~ I s lll: \\'S I Ill' I J) , i J) ; 1 ~ t r ik i11g w; Iy, t11 a t the re
1::) no 1\(,;l\'l'])I~- 11;IJ~PII1CSS In the scIllsh desirc uf l'nj(lying pre-clninencc
:111<1 Pll\\l'r, ;\Lll'l~ 1:\. 33-37.

.But fruln_lhe nl:;\~ three \'lTSeS \\'c learl1 anotlJer iI11port:1I1t lesson. \Vhere
thIS lo\'c ot dOll11n1on prevails, there also y;ni(ll1s othcr c\'ils and falsities
besct tIle 1l1an of the cburch; and this in p:nticlIbr through the st:p:c of

corruption specifically denoted by Manasseh. And how depraved that is,
we have already seen. 'The point, however, which especially claims our
attention in connection with thc rcign of j choiak im, is that it is the
natural 111:ln denoted by !'hnr.iob-nccoli, which thcn prevails, and that
this naturalism diners from what 111ay be called ordinary naturalism,
in bcing- accompanied by dark falsities by 'which its state is intensified.
This was the naturalism which prevailed in the corrupted Christian
c:1l1rcI1 of the past, and prcp.ucd thc way rapidly for the establishment
'of the love of dOll1il1ion th croi n, which in this chapter is d cuotccl hy
N elHlch:u,ll1czz:l L Sti II the ~1111hi t ious 111an, whether he desires power
and pre-eminence only in worldly matters, or whether he aspires to rule
from self-love in ecclesiastical affairs, clcarly sees that thc repression
of merely natural loves is essential to his success, and therefore they are
externally repressed, when the love of dominion gains the ascenclency ;
and it is this that is described in the internal sense of the seventh verse.

And from this verse to the end of the sixteenth the proceedings of
N cbuchadnczzar and the conduct of Jclioiachin, or rather it should
be said the fortunes of Jclioinchin, form a fit basis for a description, in the
-in n.rnnl sense, of the effccts of the love of dominion when it is prc­
do III in: i n t in the ch II rc11. But th cpoi11 t towhieh 0 ur a ttcn tion III aY
IH; particularly directed, in thinkin~' over this account, is the entrance
of the king of Babylon into J crusalcm, and the departure of thc kino'
of Judah with all his f.un ily and retinue, and with all his wealth, int~
a long c.rpt ivi ty. And let it be observed here that, in regard to the
actual Christian cormnnni t y of. whose states, and chanvcs of state
this chapter, in its iuucr sense, gives a correct account, thntthc changes
referred to arc intr.rnn l chang"es manifcstcd in cxtcrnu.ls in a way quite
different frOID the outward and v'isible experiences of the tribe of JucIalL
Thcy actually endurccl a long- 'period of captivity, but the Christian
church uUy\\'anllx rose to a position of splcndid 11lag-niJlccncc, ancl regal
pc)wer, be/ore which e\'cn cITlperors and kings quailed. But this outward
splendou r Cl )\'crcd a corru pted internal statc. I n fact, tlli s church, in
its statc ()f uttcr degradation, was holy in outward fonn, and profanc
inwardly, ;111c1 the tilllC was bound to COIllC, in the history of the
r:l(:e~ when a rC;lction \\'(nlld take place. 'l'his was the period t)f tllC
I'cf(lrillati()\). N()t, 110\\'C'\-cr, that the corrupted and vastatccl church
iIs c Ir \\.: Is rc r( lr Illt' d, r() r II is tory she ws thal tIl is\\' :lS 110 t the case, h u t''t hat
~11:ll1kil:d ~'c\'(lltt:d ;q"~';\iI1Sl its arrogant pretensions and claill1s, and that
It lost Its Inl1uel1cc ul1 the I1Lbses. .--\nd its rcal s tatc could only becoillc
kno\\'n through;l Rc\-elation fron1 hea\'cn, at once the n10st \voriderful,
the ]11(ht In:lgniricl'nt, and thc nlost far-reaching of any re\'clation
e.\Tr \'(llll:hsafcc1 to lnankind within the n1cnlory of 111an. 'rIlis lZevcla­
tlon has heen nlaclc, thercforc, hy the opening of the \Vord as to its
spiritual sensc, which is thc Second Conling- of the Lord and the
truc state of 111ankincl as to hoth natural and spLiritual life n1ay'be thcncc
fulh' unelerstoocl.

I~ut now there still rCI11ain one or two points for our consideration
bcfore wc proceed. \Ve obscrve particularly, that the naDles of I~liakin1

and 1\1 attaniah were changcel by thc kings of Egypt 8.nd Babylon, and
we kno\\' th~tt. a CI~~l11gC of nanlC dcnotcs a change of state or quality.
:\ncl the quality 01 a church, or of the individual, who is a church in
p;trticlIl:tr, is to he known frolll ils prc\'ailil1g internal charactcristic, and
not froll) out ward appcarances. Now i1 is 1-cll1arkablc, that thesc
(_'ILlngT~s of na~l1c dcnlltc corrcsponclentially in both cascs a changc
/rcllll a state .01 trulh to a state of g"ooc1, or in thc opposite sensc fr0111
a slatc of falSity tu a state of evil, and, g'cnerally, a cl1angc fr0l11 a state of
thc understanding to C1 st~lte of thc \vill, chap. xxiii. 34, this chapter, ver.
I7 ; and that the forn1cr 1S effectcd by the corrupted extern8.l 111an, and
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the latter by the corrupted internal m.m represented, respectively,
by 1111: Ir:l< l11 -ucc:u 11 :IIH INc I> 11< :h:III nc I. I.; I r. Tiley iIH Ii (':Itc, the rr: forc,
pLlinly, ill rc-l.u io n to tilt' (,(lrrllptl'd ch unh, tll:1t it is \'asl:ltcd entirely
as tu all cx tcrna l and internal t ru t h .uu l guud, n ncl cou lir uicd in evil.
This is the nwful state of clegTadaliun into wh ich t lic bad 111an conics at
last, and in which he is Inure :In<.1 more cunlin11cd un ti I at lcuutl:
he dares not to viol.u« the la ws of order on his own pl.m« of life, and
t bell, u I" COli rs l ' , bell 0 I()II g l T S III fc r s, C() r :1 Ill:1n i II IIis lin; tl s t: It c d()C S

11U t s III rlT vvill lis 0 Ill'die 11t tot bc l.: vvS () r IIis IiI"c, :1I )( I per fllI' 111S S()111c
usc accurding" to the laws uf his life, (ltj(). :\11<1 anot licr rcuuukable
thing in connection with n:1111es here is, that throughout the whole of
these histories of the kings of I s ru cl and of .I udu.h, while the mothers'
n a III c s 0 f a II the kin gs of j urla h :Ire g" i\'en, C:': Cc pl in the c:t sc s of Jch o r:t11 1
and ~-\ ha I., a s iIII iIarth in g is 110 t sa icl 0 f 0 nco f til e kin g" s 0 f I s ra c1, an cI it
is also said of Jcliora rn and A hal. that they" wa lkccl in the way of
the kings of Israel," wh ich singular facts cl c.ul y shew, tirs: that there is
s ()n1ereas 0 nco 11nec tcd\\' ith the in tern a I sen sc, \vh \' t h c Il H lthe rs o f the
kings of .r Ud:1 h :l1T mc-utioncrl :111<.1 tho:«: uf tIll' -ki11g"s of Isra cl are
not , .uicl sl'l'olHll)' t liu t the mot lu.r • llf ,Iclllll":llll .uu l ;\h;ll. ;II"C pr()h;lhl)'
nut 111l~lltioI1l'd lor the ~:llllC rl':IS(lll. l'\ll\\' w«: h.i v« seen that the
mot hers of t be king"s of Judah clcuut c the c-xtcrnn l origi 11 of the stale
denoted by those kings, and also that, in each case, the state is in
harrnony wi t h its external origin. \Vhy then have we not g"iven us,
in the S:l Il1C \\,;1 y, the c xt crn.t] orig'i n of the stn t cs denuted hy the k ings of
l s r.u l ? It is 1JCCIlISC the s pui tu.t l church, Liken :IS ;1 w hol c, is itself t lic
cxt crnu l urigin of the cclcsti:J1 church; and w i t]: rcg;lrd to the in­
d ividun l, because the st n tc ns to truth !c;lding to. good is the external
origin of the state as to good; or again wi t h reg'ard to the operation
of the Lord upon each person for the formation of the new will of good
in h im, because father denotes in tcrn a l origin or the influx of good fro 111
within, and mother denotes external orig'in or the reception of truth fn)111

without, so that by the conjunction of the two the new state may
be produced, 289, 2954, 3703. And, moreover, it is to be observed, that
the n:1I11CS of thc mothers of the v.uious king'suf Jud:lh denote the
{/ 1(( r!i~ I' u f (h l' l' \. tt' rn;J1 uri gill ()C t h c s [;It('S d {,11 (It('d I)Y I 11 ()S c kin g's, I -I, 5,
;IIHI tll;lt in ('\TI"\' l':lse, tlll'rl'rl1n', SUII\(' C\'[('I'II:II S[:I(C as 10 trllth
:lnd good is dcn;ltcd. Thus, for c:'::lllljlk, the l1l(lthcr of l\.cho1>O:llll
was n:llllccl ]\J;1;U11:lh the An1lllonitcss and we know that this denotes the
falsiilecl truth of the clH1rch, 24()Q; and the 11luther of Jcl10ash was
n:lllled /ihi:d1 of I~ecr-shcba, :lncl \\'C h:I\T'seen tlLI(' 'hy hZ'r is denoted
"truth fnnn guud ur interior ductrine (rolll the \\'()nl operating on
the ,"oluntary life," chap. xii. T. .And it is so in all the other cases,
as h:ls been shewn. But the reaSOll ,\'hv the Il1otl1ers of 'ehoranl and
,A,hal. are not naI11ec1, is beC:lllse both tLese king's denuted corrupted
states of good arising nlore especially fHa11 the falsilicatioll of truth in the
spiritual church, and hence it is e:.:prcssly said t11at they walked in the
ways of the kings of I sr:lel, by \Vl1()lll the spiritual church is denoted.

'Herein then we clearlv see the cl(Jse connection tl1;lt c:.:ists bct\\"ecn
the celestial and spiritl;;d cl11lrcl1es, or hct\\'Ccn the stales of 111a11
:lS to good :lnd his states as to truth, and \\e 111:1)' ]lO\\' proceed with the
e:.:positiol1 uf our last ch:1pter, \\,hil']) rC\T:lls the sLltc (lr In;lnkincl in
\\'h i('h t 1l c Iu \"c ()f (1 ()III i II iun 11:1s rlill s \\';I \', ; I Il d v('tin w IJ iell t1l ('I' e :II' C still
~ () Il H' rC'Il1 : 1ins ()f g ()(HI; Illll so III C (Ih S ('\1 r ~~ 1)( 'I' C l,j 1t i(11lS u f g (.n II in (' t I'll t h .

I. f\ncl it carne to pass in
the ninth year of his reign, in
the tenth month, in the tenth
da V of the mon th, that N e­
-buchadncxzar king- of Baby-
lon carrie, he and all his arID)',
ag-ai nst ] crusalem, and en­
cam peel against it; and they
built forts ag-ainst it round
about.

2. So the city was bcsieged
unto the eleventh year of
king Zedekiah.

3. On the ninth day of the
fourth month the famine was
.sore in the city, so that there
was no bread for the people
of the land.

4. ]'hen a breach \vas rnac1e
in the city, and all the men
of ,var fle{l by,nig-ht by \vay
of the gate bet\vccn the t\VO
\valls, \vhich \vas by the king's
g-arden: (no\v the Chaldeans
\vere against the city round
about:) and tile /.:ill<.-f ,vent by
the \vay of the f\rabah.

S. 11ut the 'arn1Y of the
Cl{alc1cans pursued after the
king, and overtook him in
the plains of Jericho: and all

I. N evert lreless when the cor­
ru pted church has no longer any
conjunction with the Lord, be­
cause there are no longer any
remains of faith and charity, the
love of dominion becomes pre­
valent therein, and all falsities
and evils thereof, so that it is
beset on all sides by such evils
and falsities.

2. And this state of infestation
continues until vastation is fully
acco111plished.

3. For through a defect of
such conjunction, there is also a
deficiency of the k nowledges of
truth and goodness with men.

4. l\nd then the doctrine of
the church is corrupted; and
those \v110 suffer infestations and
tenlptations are in states of ob­
scurity, between truth on the one
band and falsity on the other,
derived fron1 the perversion of
the literal sense of the '\Vord,
and the denial of the Lord,
through falsities from evil, and
especially through falsities spring­
ing fr0111 the love of dOlninion,
the essential truth being rejected
to externals.

5. }'or the evils and falsities
thence derived earnestly desire
the destruction of the essential
trll th of the doctrine of the I...Iord,
and 111ake their attacks upon it



Sl:--'COND BOO!.;.>' OF 1.;.'I),/(;S

his anny w.u: scattcrcd from
h im.

6. Then tlrc v took the k ino-
- :::::>

and carried h irn IIp unto the
killg- of Babylun to l{iblah;
and they gave judgcrnen t
upon h irn.

7· ,l-\nd they slew the sons
of Zedekiah l;efore his eyes,
and put out the eyes of
Zcdekiah, and ht l1111(1 him 111

fcttCL"', .uu ] c.ur icr l h im to
Babylon.

g. N () \V i 11 t 11 c fi Ith 1110 nth
on the seventh dav uf the
month, which \vas the nine­
teenth year of king N ebuchac1­
nezzar, k ing- of liabylon, c.unc
N e bu zaruclau the captain of
the guard, a servant of the
king of ]3'1bylo11, U11to [cru-
salem ; .

9· .:.~ncl he btl r11 t the house
of tlu: 1~()I~I), .uid the king''s
house; and all thc houses of
Jerusalcrn, even cvery g-rcat
house, burnt he w i th fire.

10. l\ncl all the anny of the
C:haldea11s, that were 'zl'z'tl; the
captain of the guard, brake
d(l\\'n the \\';111s of [crusu lcm
rt nnn l about. -

I 1. .L~ 11d the r Cs iclu e 0 f the
people tha t were left in the

Irorn the falsi fled tru ths of the
\\'onl in the letter, when argu­
111en ts from its protecting truths
no longer prevail.

6. Also they pervert it by con­
junction with their own essential
falsity, and its quarrelsome spirit,
and thus decide concerning it
from their own evil state.

7· Also they destroy or reject
all the truths of charity, notwith­
standing that, intellectually, they
see those truths; yea, they de­
stroy or reject essential truth
Irorn good, 'binding it down by
falsi ties and overwhelming it
through the love of dominion,

8. Anrl when there are no
longer any remains of faith, be­
cause the good of faith is pro­
fanccl, even when the love of
dominion rejects all conjunction
with the Lord by remains, then
the natural man, being in the
process of judgment, entirely
vastntcrl and made subard inate
to the love of dominion, invades
and (]<lll1iI1atl's the corrupted
church.

9. So that through self-love all
cclcsl ial good, and all spiritual
good, and all natural good both
:lS to the llndcrstanclil\Ll; an'd the
will is corrupted and 'totally re­
jected.

TO. An d hy the evils and
falsities springing fro 111 the love
of d0111inion, and operating
through the corruprcrl natural
111:111, a r.: t lu: uh im.u.: t rut hs in
Lh(\ le'I tcr t 1I t 11 e \ \ 1 () r<l en t ire1y
l'cjct>tcd.

II . .:\nd hy the sa me corrupted
natural man, every tru th of the
church remaining, and also every

city, and those that fell avvay,
tha t fell to the king- of Baby­
lon, and the residue of the
mul tituc1e, did N ebuzaradan
the captain of the g-uarcl carry
(l\vay captive.

12. But the captain of the
guard left of the poorest of
the land to be vinedressers
and husbandmen.

T3. f\nd the pillars of brass
that were in the house of the
I.J() R I), and the bases and the
brasen sea that were in the
house of the I.JORD, did the
Chaldeans break in pieces,
and carried the brass of them
to Baby Ion.

14. J\nd the pots, and the
shovels, and the sn uffers, and
the spoons, and all the vessels'
of brass whorcw ith they
mi uis tcrcd took they ~L\vay.

IS. i\ncl the fire pans, and
the basons ; that which was .
of goold, in gold, and that
w h ic h was of silver, in silver,
the captain of the g-uard took
a\vay.

TO. The two pillars, the one
sea, ;lI1(l the bases, which
Sulo111on h.u l 111 ac1c for the
house of the T.JORU; the brass
of all these vessels was with­
out \veight.

falsified truth, even truths falsified
by the love of dominion, with
every external truth, are perverted
and made servants to selfish and
worldly love.

12. Nevertheless, even in this
corrupted state of the church,
they are preserved, who are in
humility and simple good by the
cultivation of spiritual truth and
good in obscurity.

13.' Moreover, by the falsi ties
derived fro 111 the love of do­
minion, natural gooel, supporting
celestial good both as to the will
and intellect, and sensual good,
with natural truth grounded in
good, are corrupted, thus per­
venting purification; and thus
natural and sensual good also
become subservient to the love
of dominion.

14. Also all scientifics or re­
ceptacles of higher truths and
affections, as to truth and good
interior, and as to good and
truth exterior; in fact, as to every
receptacle of natural good hy
which true worship is prornotecl,
an; corrupted by falsities spring­
ing Irorn the love of dominion.

IS. So also all superior recep­
tacles as to good and as to truth;
whether receptacles of celestial
good or of spiritual truth, each
corresponding, the corrupted
natural 111an perverts.

16. And this natural good,
with purifying truth; abo the
sensual good supporting, wh icl:
are given to 111:1n by the Lord,
that worship n1ay be pure and
holy; and the u lti 111ate good of
receptacles none can adequately
estimate.
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I 7. r l Ill: 11 l~ ig'ht ()r t 11 c ()II C

pillar ,,'as eighteell cubits,
and a chapiter of brass was
upon it:. and the heig-ht of
the clia pircr \vas three cubits;
with nctwor l, and ;'P(Hl1C­

g-ranates upon the ch.i pitcr
round about, all of brass: and
like unto these had the second
pillar wi th network,

IS. /\11<1 the c;Q>t;liI1 ()r the
g'u a rd t (H >k S eLl i;I h t he chi C l
priest, and Zephaniah the
second priest, and the three
keepers of the door:

19· Ariel out of the ci tv he
took an officer that was set
over the men of war : and
five 111en of them that saw
the king's face, which were
found in the city; and the
scrihe, the C;lI)LliI1 uf the h(lst,
which Ill11stered the peuplc
of the land; and threescore
men of the people of the
land, that were found in the
city.

20. [\ncl N ebuzaradan the
captain of the guard took
thern, and brought them to
the king- of Haby lon to
Riblah.

~ 1.. \ nd the l. i IH>" uf HaIn"­
1011 s mo tc them, (lI1~1 put t hcrn
to death at l~iblah in the
1an cl 0 f II a In a t 11 . S () Jucla h
was carried a\\'ar capti~"c out
of his 1aneL

J 7. l lut the qll;t1ity or the
Lord's glurilicd hu nuui lire and
also th~ quality of the reg'ener­
atcd life of man, in the natural
degrel', is that of good acquired
hy a full (~()11rs c or LeI n pta t iOilS ;

and the il1l110St good of this
natural degrce is perfect, with its
scientific» of truth and good in
adjunction, even of natura] good;
and what is true of the will is
also true of the understanding
of the natural degree as to in­
ternal aurl external life,

IS. ..\ 1I r l Yl ~ t th (~ r:() I' r II pted
nu t 1I r.: I m.u: perverts .uid de­
sl roys cclcstia l good, which is
prinlary, and spiritual good, which
is secondarv, and the natural good
thence t lcr ivc«] by which is the
entrance to higher good.

I ~). i\lso he perverts the truths
of the church in their order­
nruncly, inmost truth which c1e­
~ellc1s 111an in tcm ptn.tion, and all
~nlilost truth conjoined with good
In peace; interior truth which
c0l111rll1s good, and interior truth
\\'h i(:11 cl.:rc 11d s I~ 11 in tC 111l ' tat ion
and prL~p~lrCS hi III for it ; and
las~ly every ultimate truth by
which conflict is rua intn incd and
good is confirmcd.

20.1\ncl thus this vastated
natu rn l man, under the in flucnce
of the love of dominion, rejects
all good affecti on and true
thoughts, prefen-ing the state of
st rif« which that love delights in.

.! I. 11'(lr tl1(~ IO\'l~ ()r t lo min ion
ralsillL)S .uicl rejects all good
;llld truth frorn hatred thereof
groul1ded in 1l1L~rl~ly cxtcrnal
dcl igh t ; and unl V ~H:k nowlec1cres
the: church (IS ;~ 111Cal1S forits
own ;lggr~ll1(lisClllcnl.

~~. J\ nd as for the people
that were left in the land of
Judah, whorn N ebuchad­
nezzar ki ng- of J3abyIon had
left, even over them he made
Gedal iah the son of Ahikarn,
the son of ShClphCln, g·overnor.

23. N O\\T when all the cap­
tains of the forces, they and
their InCIl, heard that the
king- of Babylon had rnarle
Gedaliah governor, they came
to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even
Ishmael the son of N ethaniah,
and Johanan the son of
Kareah, and Seraiah the son
of Tn.nhu mcth the Neto­
pliathitc, and Jaazan iah the
son of thc Maachathite, they
and their men.

24. i\ 11<1 (~eelal iah swarc to
them and to their men, and
said unto them, Fear not
because of the servants of
the Ch a lrlcaris : c1 well in the
land, and serve the king- of
}3abylon, and it shall be well
with you.

2 5. ]3Lltit ca ITle topass in
the seventh month, that
lsluuacl the S()l) of N c than iah,
the son of l~lishalna, of th~
seed royal, carne, and ten
men with him, and smote
:Gec1aliah, that he died, and
the Je\vs and the Chaldeans

22. And under the power of
this love those in the church who
are in good, because the Lord
al ways provides for a remnant in
the corrupted, perverted, and
vastated church, are governed by
truths most external, or by the
literal sense of the Word falsified,
which literal sense is perceived
to be derived f1'0111 interior good
which is from interior truth in
obscurity.

23. But when those who are
i11 such an obscure state, as to
good and as to truth, are sensible
that the love of dominion pre­
vails, using the letter of the
Word as a means of exercising
authority, they apply their under­
standings to the letter of the
Word in a state of watchfulness,
even by means of natural reason
which is the girt of the Lorc1, and
natural affection, which has no
power from truth, as well as by
truths teaching repentance and
by those teaching obedience
under sorrow.

24. j\ nd it is the testimony of
the letter of the Word falsified to
the 111en of the church, in such a
state, that they should not fear
evil results frorn the falsities of
the love of dominion, so long as
they abide in apparent good, even
under the evil of the prevailing
love of ruling in the general
church, because this love pro­
tects those who are in good.

25. But it happens, when the
church is in a state of full vasta­
tion even as to faith, that the
natural reason of man, which is
the gift of the Lord, and through
which the Lorc1 enjoins obedi­
ence to truth \vhich is the 'Vord
and should govern the mind, re­
jects the truths of the 'Vord
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at which have been Ia lsificd, or
rejects truths com liincd with
fais i tic s i11 i lsstate 0 r wntc11 ell 1­
ness.

28. .LL\nd he spakc kinrll v
to hi m, .uu l sct his thr()l1l~

a 1)( )\'l~ the t 11 r()11e ()r t 11l~ kill ~ •.s
that were w it h h i m in Hab\-',-
Ion. "

20. j\ 11<1 all the peuple, both
s 11: a 11 a!1(1 g-n?at, a 11 d t 11 c cap­
Llll1S of thefnrccs, ;11"()S(', and
caine to l~g-ypt: for they
were afraid of the Chaldeans.

27· :\nc1 it carne to pass in
the seven ;\11(1 thirlic~th vcar
ofthc Cit P t i vi l y 0 r Jc 11 () i;l"eh i 11

king- of Judall, in the twcl fth
1110nth, on the seven and
twentieth day of the 1110nth,
t hat l~vi1-111C1'0 c1 ach k i110- () f
!) b' t-J.)a y lou, in the vcar that he
beg-an to rcig-n, clfc1 1i ft 11P the
head of 1ehoiachin k in« or
Judall out of prison; t-J

PROOF ]\..EFERENCES l\.N]) NO'rES

1. Th is is thus dcmonstratcd : by it corning to pass is denoted a change
of state, 4987; by Zedekiah is denoted the final state of the corrupted
cclest ia l church, chap. xx iv. J8; by the ninth year of his reign is dcnoted
no longer any conjunction with .thc Lord, 2075 ; by the tcnth rnonth and
the tenth day of the mont h is denoted no longer any remains of faith and
c.h.uit y, 57{); ./1./( C)35 ; 487 ; by Ncbuchadnczznr king of Babylon and
all his anny corning against Jerusalern, is denoted that the Jove of
dominion and all the evils and falsities thence derived, become prevalent in
t h e corrupted church, chap. xxi v. I ; 3448, 402 ; and by encamping against
Jcrusale m and building forts against it round about, is denoted that the
church is beset on all sides by such evils and falsities, 1664, 8193, 7297,
'2973·

4. 'I'h i-: is proved lry remembering that the cityxlenotes the doctrine
of the church, 4°2; that a breach denotes the corruption of this
doc t rinc ~ chap. xii. 5; 4<)'26; that the 111 en ()f war de110 t e those
who suffer infestation and temptation, 1664; that fleeing "by night.';
clcn: .tcs ina state of obscurity,.1 7 I 2 ; that between the two walls, denotes
between truth on the one hand and falsity on the other, 6419, 48°9; that
the gate denotes the literal sense of the Word, ./1.l\~. 899; that it also
denotes thc Lord, and in this instance therefore the Lord denied, A .le.
CjI(l; that the king's g'arden denotes falsities from evil, because the king
\\';IS 11~<leki;lh, 7 [0; <:11:1]). xx iv. 1 K; that the Chnlclcans denote falsities
fl"Cll11 t l«: IO\T or d o m iniou, 13(lK ; and that the king going by the way
or the /\r;lhah or plain, is denoted the rejection of the essential truth to
c\:tl'l"llals, 172g, ! 50~.-1 505·

3. T11is appears thus: the ninth day denotes defect of conjunction,
vcr. I ; and a famine denotes a deficiency of the knowleclges of truth
and goodness, 146o.

'2. This appears from the signification of the city, 4°2; of being be­
sieg·cd, or w.urccl ag'ainst, J(l)4; of the eleventh year, 96r6, :2075 ; and of
ledekiah, chap. xxiv. 10.

27· ~,\ nc1 it happens also, when
111:1l)'S st:llc or spiritll:11 h()l)(l~l((c

is COlli pit: ted, as t () g()0 d a I )( I ~s
to truth., a nd when he is hum lily
depel1clI ng 011 the power of the
] .ord from a state of uooti : and
thus when faith is Cull,band 'there.
is conjunction with the Lore! by
ch.ui ty, that he is set free Crain
the 10\-c of lIOlll i11iOI1, \V hich has
/)CC0111C weak, in a nC\\T state of
the. church, :ll1d 110 longer re­
s tra 111s lr Cl'd0 111 ()r tho ugh t.

2(). ;\n<1 thus the men of the
church in various statcs~ as well
:lS t hl,j r Icad\.Ts, C:\j H.T'icnce a
c ha 11g c (l l s tat L', r l~ I)' i11g- 011 11:It u ra I
l~ght alone, and seeking instruc­
tron thence. For they fear to
trust truths Ialsificd by the; love
of dom inion.

J S, ~\ nd l hcrcJ(}r~ c.h.u: tv takes
thc' pLt<,(, ()r tl)(' I()\'l' ()I' d()!{lil1i()11

;111d (;lit h rrC >111 C,IL L r it v is l' \; : tl Lt' (1.
:lS t!lL~ gC)\'l'r!lillg prill~'iplc ()r the
cluuch, t lu: lo\'c of rule heil1cf
suborr linurc. b

11i1nthat were w it h
lVI iz pa h.

~9· .-\nd he chal1 l f ed his
• t-J

pnson garl11cnts, and did cat
b read befor e h i 111 con t i l1U alI \'
all the days of his Ii fe. ~

30. And for his allcnvancc
there "ras a continual al1()\v~
an cc g- ivC 11 11 i In ()f the kin g- ,
every day a pnrtiol1 ;tll thl'
days of his life.

2 I) . :\ 11d t 11 II S 111:\11 is i11vc s tc d
\\'i th t r II t 11 s i 11~ t l' ~1( I ()f fa1sit ies,
and is n()urishcd hy I )ivinc C;oocl
to eternity.

30. For he trusts in the I.Jord
in every state for Sl1 pport, nor is
he cc)n('c'rl1c(1 to receive 1110rC of
e:\tcrl1:11 ()r internal good th~l1 is
l'l)ll(lIICi\,(, t() thl~ lISc'S or his
etcrnal state and lire.

). This is true because by the arll1Y of the Chaldeans are denoted the
c\'ils and rabitics of the love of clolllinioll since they \vere under Nebuchacl­
nezzar, I 3()~) ; chap. xxiv. I ; by thcir pursuing- after the king is dcnotecl a
desire tu destroy the essential truth concerning- the Lord, 8T3(), 17'28; by
o\'crtaking- hinl is denoted c0l111Tlunication and influx, and thus attack,
o [5) ; hy the plains of Jericho are denoted the falsi fied truths of the
\Von] in the lctter, T584-1585, 9325, 8815.; and by his arn1Y being
scattered fr0111 hi rn is denoted that argun1ents f1'on1 protecting truths no
lon~Tr prc\'ai 1, 3448, T3'28.

(). This is seen by considering that taking the king and carrying hin1
up unto the kin~' of Babylon, denotes the perversion of the essential truth
h y c:C)11j lin c t i()11 \\' 1t11 t 11 e i r ()\\'11 Cssen t ia I fa 1s i ty, T7'28 ; chap. xx i V. I ; 5523 ;
t!J:tt !,il)!;lh denotes a Cjuarrc}s0l11C spirit; chap. xxiii. 33; and that giving
judgTl1ent upon thc king, denotes to decide concerning the truth f1'on1
their o\\'n cvil state, 72 0 (), ()857.

7· rrhis is evident frolll the signification of slaying as denoting- to
destroy spi ritually, 47'27 ; of the sons of Zedekiah as denoting the truths
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of charit)T 1S t) . cha p "'1' 7 .. f I r 1 .
, 0 ~ • , ..... c , - , ." x: \.' I ; () icrorc lIS eyes as dcnotin.. that the
C~)llll~)t~d c,1~Lln~h wh~ch IS In the love of dominion can intcllec~l1all see
tlntl:.s, .; '4~~. ~ of. IJlIltll1g out the eyes of Zedckiah as dcnotino' to de~troy
~)I I eJec.t~ ~~~el1tI{d .tluth fr~)lll good, 21.48; chap. xxiv, 17 ; of l~indino' him
In fetter ~ (:s denotIng to bind clown with falsities 28 I" . ..1'1 E c ").b I f
beinu C'lITI '-1 t 1) 1 I ·1' . , .J' .. )5-, anr 0

I .V .,( CC. 0 )~~)y on as c enotlng to be overwhelll1ecl hy the love of
( OI11111lun, chap. XXI\'. I. .

~ .8. 'rl,l~: a}),p~a!' tIH:s: t}lC 1ifth 1110nth denotcs a statc of no rcmn ins of
f..(llth.hl.l.(lU~t. It I~.s~lld.ul Nchuch'ldnc/z'llo 5"t)1 . oj!) ·"5 tl . ]I, r - I." ,..( . "o( , - ,~. t , l).J ; lC scvcnt 1
~ ~l) .of t ~e 1~10:1:1: denotes th~ protanclllon of the gooc1 of fa ith, 5268 ; A.R.
9~)5 , the n IneteeI.1th. yea r of N ebuchaclnczzar kin» of Bab rl 1 t
when the I)· .fl' '. . t-l . )( ) on, e eno es
• r ,.~,\Oeo (O!nln!On rejects all conjunction with the Lord b
\en1cllns, because by rune IS denoted non-conjunction 20 75 and by ten i~
~. ~n~.ted l~el~lalns, 576; N eb.l.lzaradan, which nlean~ lite 'fruils or .Aro-
FIU)UC~' oj· /UdcTJll JIll It' J .' .//
",: • -' . ,') . L. . ~ (eno es onc In t lcprocess of judgment, 5°68'
c(lqJ)~(ll1,1 of the guard and ~er\'ant. den. ote the natural l11a11 as to truth'
/ \ t),). 17()O '111'1 '1' l . 1 .' ,
~l " •. \ ~): ' ..... 0 -. ,( \ ,~ () gOO(., 301~!; servant oj thc king of Babylon
(1~l1ot:: ~ul~u_Id~~l;lte tu the Iovc 01 dominion, chap. x x iv. 1; and .lcrus.uem
Ccnotcs the corruptr.d church, 402.

? ?~his,is ~vicle.ll~ because by N ebu~aradan is denoted the corrupted
{1atul~ !11cln :ubo: (lIn.atc to the love of dorn in ior, frorn self-love ver 8.
/~ b.111I~lng\wlth_ f"ne. IS denoted to COITl!pt and reject through s'elf-l(~ve'
)~)i ,~b) }h~ house of tl!.e Lorc~, and the kIng-'s house, ;l re denoted celestial
81~( ~I=III~ll(d good, 1 h.lngs Xl\-. 26; by all the houses of Jerllsalclll are
denoted (111 .natural good as to the understandinoo 40'" '111(1 bv cverv
great hOll~C IS denoted ;111 n;ltural gO()()tJ as to the will' "'~7' (,") ,., ~ ,

L ., -- - , --.J.J.

, ro. T'!1~S is shewn as follows :--thc arn1Y of the Chalcleans denotes evils
cind falSItIes frOI11 the love of d0111iniol1 "4·18 1'68' tl " " .. f -1
O"u'lrdl., tJ~ t1, I ' . .J ..... , .J , le CctpLlll1 () t1e
b' C eno e~ le natura I11;Ln subordInate to the love of.l "
vcr 8· t) b 0" 1 1 1 .. ( onl InIon,

• '- < Ie(l { c own,. c. enotes to reject entirel" I ()04 4(J"1(' 'l 1 tl.\\"dls oj 1 1 I 1 . 1 . ), -, - ), nn( le-
( . cr Isa en1 ( enote t 1e t rllths of the letter of the \\7 ()nl~ Jl. j( 81)8.

" j I,'. 'rhi.s is ~\'iden~ when it is considered that by N chul.aradan the
fc1

,p ti11n ~)!~~hc~u~~rd IS denoted the corrupted 11atllr;~] Inan, \'er. 0 ; that
)), .t ~c : eSldue of the people are denoted the trl1th~ of the church re-

TIl (ll n In II 468 1 ") ,..9' t h 'l t 1 r tIl r 11
, r b'. "'.' -~ , ) ( )) lose t lat Ie awar, e\"en those that fell

la \\ a :) ftol th~ ~,-Il1g of bahylon, ar.e denotc.'c1 L1lsillec1 truths throllo-h the
ove 0 c 0111I11Ion 1"59' chal) x '1" I tl I I' h,OJ 1 1 ,- , (. oX \. ; lat))' t le re~ldllc of the 11lll1titude

(lIe .(,en?~te( exte_rnal truths, 6J 72 ;. and that by heing carried C1.\Va'
c:P8~l\ e IS denoted to be Inac1e sernceable to selllsh and worlellv lov~
9.J4 . J ,

1., I 2 .. T'1~is al~pe~~rs frOI1: .tIle signil~cation of the poorest of the land as
(lenot.l11g those In bU1111lIty anc1 sllnple g'ood 92°9' of bein<r left ')s
e enotIn lJ" to be l)reserve' 1 ~. '. f'- )' _' . b CL

b , ,~ . c a~ leI11aIns,.4)0; and of nneclrcssers ancl
h1usbaI~dnlen (lS denotIng those \\'ho cultI\'ate spiritual truth 'tnd ooooc1 in
o )scurJty, <)139. ( b

. ,'.I'IH~ ,truth,S ~T\'t';d('d in _the oJlening of tIll' interl1;t! S('l1~C ()r th(' 1wc]ve
\t l..... t·~l.lll.')t 11111.',111'<\ ;11'1' ()I ",ll('1l 111:1~~llill\d(' ;llld .'-i() 1IlI11HTlllh tl"lt \\'(' 111'1 "

t:e~1 IH)I1,dl~loo. thcll1, ;ll1d 111cty consider with (HlrSl'l\'e~ how 'j;tr' \\'C are 'i~
~llcl,lI:!On) \~ I~h. thcln. 1I:l~'e we conjunction with the Lord hy love
c LUlly, alllL faIth? "-\nd 11 not h)\' '. '-1 ' '. .,o 1 r 1 T' l't . ~, _. _' ,t \ I~ ~UC 1 U>l1.lUIH:tlon to he secured?
·o·n:) )). (lIe (l,c~.o_}(lIng to the laws. oj. Urder as fr0l11 oursel\'es and vet

\\..1th. the full (.ackncl\vledg·111cnt th'lt It IS frolll tl'(' J 01 '1']' -' 'I
11 ' -1 -1 ·0,. . <.. '..'- I "OIC. lIS Ina)' )e

ea e( t 1e gI ellt l11yster)' of tllC Sj)Irttu'll lJ·t~.. i\ 1 ' ...1
~ . ( c. 1 11< yet dt t J(; very S~U11C

time it is the 1110st practical of all truths. 'There can be no conjunction
without remains, and these are secretly stored up and operated upon by
the Lord, and even then conjunction cannot be, unless the love en­
gcndercd, so to speak, bythe operation of the Divine Life on remains,
is consciously felt by the subject of regeneration in S0111C form, or D10de,
or way, and unless in that forrn it is deliberately chosen and made an
active principle of life. I n one word, there can be no conjunction with
the Lord without co-operation on .the part of man. But the love by
which there is conjunction with the Lord is destroyed by a life of
selfishness, and this is what is meant in the first verse by there being no
conjunction because there are no longer any remains. The consequence
of this is that self-love is predominant, and utter vastation must follow,
as is stated in the next verse.

Now it is difficult for us to realize this terrible state of utter vastation.
vVe hesitate to think that any human hciru; can be entirely void of g-ooc1,
and this, in truth, cannot 1)(~ so long' as 111C11 arc living in th« stat(~ or p!"o­
hat ion ~ ;I 11 cl IHJo r c t. hCY1)C C ( )J II r: in fc r 11 ;11 s t I,!"() 11J" II the l ' J"( )(" C S.l.i 0 f .i II di,,-'I u: 11l.
Hut, nc\'c:rtllc!c:':)1 LI\I: I(:I\I\<:\\I:Y ()l" :,(:lrl(lv(: jf., (:'ll'(:(i;Jlly wl)!'11 il 1;":1':; I\)!'
form of the !U\'(': ()f dOllliniul1, to wa rt ls c:IILin.: va:JLati(>11, .u»! 1.1J<:II(J: ill­
evitably follows the deficiency of the knowledge. o~ t~'uth and gooodne~s

next spoken 'of In fact, a corr.upted church, or InchvIc1ua],. cannot retain
such knowledge, the whole desire and effort of the soul being to destroy
it; and hence in a vastatecl condition of thc church, even those who are
capable of regeneration are spiritually blinded, and come i:1tO ~ stat~ of
bondage, all th is being- described by the treatment to whIch ZedekJah
was subjectcd. '

But now we learn froIn the eighth and following- verses some other
particulars concerning- the inner life of the church \vhich is corrupted
by the love of rulingo the 111inds of ll1cn for selfish purposes by means
of spiritual things. \Ve have already seen a. certaIn state of the
natural IT1an, rcpresentcd by Pharaoh-necoh, whIch prepared the \vay
for the exaltation of the love of clol11inion in the church. vVe have
now to considcr the statc of the natural TIlan subordinate to the love
of dOIl1inion and througoh which therefore the love of c1on1inion acts.
Ohsen'c jirs~ the coher~nce of the series ]lere. It is when the church
has totally rejected the good of faith, and conjunction with the Lo~'c1,

that the natllral lnan also bCC0111eS fully vastated, and then the In­
evitable consequences are c0111pleteness of vastation as to all good
and truth interic)r and exterior. And in the second place, compare
the state of the natural n1~U1 here described \vith that represented by
Pharaoh-necoh. T-Ie denotes the darkness arising from falsity and
ilfnorance; but Nebuzarac1an denotes a state of falsity conjoined with
e~'il. ;\ncl besides, while Pharaoh-necoh is described as exacting a
tribute fronl the king- of Judah, Nebuzarac1an is represented as burn­
in lf the houses of Jerusale111 with fire, and as breaking dO\'ln the wall
th~reof. Let 111en t11erefore beware of confinning states of evil by
falsity in the natural 111an; for it is very easy to see that, should this
be clone, every truth and every good principle of the. chl:rch, denoted
in the cle\'enth verse hy the residue of the people, \vIll eIther have to
endure a longo captivity'spiritually, or will be totally rejected. Against
this~ h()\\'c\'cr~ the Lord 11lakes provision with everyone as far as it is
Jlossihl(', ;Ind Wt.: s(~C this fr()Ill the internal sense of the twelfth verse
as well as frOll1 what is tu hc learned froll1 the saille source in the
following verses even to the end of t11e chapter.

13. 'rhis is plain fro111 the signilicalion of pillars of brC1.ss as denoting
natural good both as to the will and intellect, 9674, 425 ; of the house
of the Lord as denoting celestial g'ooel, 3720; of the bases as denoting
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sensual good, I c),23(); of the hr:\scn sea as dcnoting natural truth
grounded in good, 10,235; of brcaki m; in pieces as denoting to be
corru ptcd, 166.+, 4926; of the Chaldcans as denoting the falsities of
the love of dominion, 1368; of the brascn sea being destroyed as de­
noting- purification prevented, 10,235; and of the brass being carried
to B:lhylol1 as denoting- that nntur.i] .uul scnsual good also become
subscrvicn! to the love uf dorui n io n, -t.25 ; chap. x x iv. I.

1.+. This is evident bee.ruse vessels denote scientifics or receptacles
of higher truths and affections, 3°79; pots and shovels denote truth
and good interior, 0'+08, 9724; snuffers and spoons denote truth and
good exterior, 9572, 9544; vessels of brass denote receptacles of
natural good, 3079, 425; "wherewith they ministered," denotes by
which true worshi p is promoted, 9925; and the Chaldeans taking these
things away evidently denotes corruption by the falsities of the love
of dominion, T368.

15. "lh is is dcmousuat ccl thus: I»)' the lircp.ms and the basons are
d enutcd superior receptacles as to good and :IS to truth, 97 23, 9724;
by gold and sil vcr are denoted g-()od and truth, 425; by gold, in gold,
and silver, in silver, is denoted correspondence, as is evident from the
repetition of the terms ; and by the captain of the guard taking these
things away is denoted perversion by the corrupted natural 111an, ver. 8.

16. Th is is seen from rcrucmbcring that the two pillars denote
natural good, 967'+, .+25; that the onc sea denotes purifying truth,
10,235; that the bases denote sensual good supporting, 10,236; that
"which SOl0l110n had made for the house of the Lord," denotes" that
'worship mn.y be pure and holy," .£'l.j~'. 65.+; 3720; that the brass of
all these vessels denotes thc ul ti mute good of receptacles, 42 5, 3°79;
and that being without wcig-ht denotes not capable of estimation, 3104.

17. This is proved thus: ihc onc pillar denotes, in the supren1e
sense, the (lu:l1ity of the Lord's glorified humn n life, and in the
s l' ir i t u:r l s t' II set111. ~ q IIa lit y ()f the regen l' r:Ited 1ifc 0 f Ill: I n in t11 e
11:1t t1r;1I degTcc, as to the wi II, vcr. 13; I I(ings vi i. 13-22; heigh t de­
notes l/l\;dily ;IS to degrees of good, 650, ~~_~S2 ; eightcen cubits denotes
;1 full course of t cmptn tious, 17°1); the c.h.rpi tcr denotes inmost g-ood,
because it W:lS as the lic.u], 7°51); three denotes perfection, 0825;
network and pOll1cgTanates denote scicn ti lies of truth and g'()od, 0727,
()73 I, 95 52 -~) 553; up 0 nth c c hap itel' r()u11d a b 0 u t, :111 ()f h rass, clen 0 tes
in adjunction, and even of natural good, 27C)8, .+25, 2073; and" like
unto these had t h c second pillar wi t l: net work," clcuorcs that what is
true of the will is also true of the u ndcrstandiru; of thc natural degree
as to internal and external life, vcr, J3; [ Kings vii. 13-22.

IS. This is proved from the signification of the captain of the g-uard
as denoting" the merely natural I11a11, ver. 8 ; of Scraiah the chief pricst
as denoting celcstial g-ood which is prinlary, bccause Seraiah 111CanS
prince {~l IILe ]Jord, and thus denotes what is prinlary, 1.+8'2, ancI tIle
chi C f p ric s t (l C'I1 0 tcs ('(' Ies t i;I 1 g'0 () d , I 7 ~ ~: 0 f ! c ph; I11 ia h the sec0 n d
pril'st ;IS dl'lll)(ill:~ >,piritll;tl ~~(ll)d whit'll i:-i >';('("(l\J(Ltry, IWl";IIISC Icphaniah
111C;II1S ///1' S('(Fl'/ l!/ ///1' lord, ;lnd tllus dCllotes ch:lrity, and the IJ/oll/IL
{~/ II/(' /~(lrd, and thus denotes truth, 2--!-94, 5()(L~, ()()85, GCJb7, anc1 the
second priest ;l]sO denotcs t'h;nity when the lirst dcnotes celestial
good, T720; :111(1 of the thrce keepers of the door as dcnoting natural
good thcncc c1cri\Tccl by \\'hich is the entrance to higher good, because
threc denotcs success .;'.'Z': orclcr~ ~1l{: thus the ulti nlate, <)825, 0866, to
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be a keeper denotes to serve or be subservient as faith is to charity,
and thcrefore as natural good is to spiritual good, 37 2 , and the door
denotes that by which there is entrance to higher good, 235 6, 237 6;
and of taking- captive as denoting to pervert and destroy, 9348.

10. T'h is is true because the city c1ell?tes doctrine or. truth, 4°2 ; an.
officer set over t hc 111cn of war denotes inmost truth which defends man
in temptation 5°04 1664; Jive men of them that saw the klng's face;'
denotes inmost trutl~ conjoined to good in peace, since by five is denoted
fewness and also rema.ins, 529 I, by men are denoted truths, 429, and by
secinv the kinv's face is denoted the conjunction of truth with good in a
state ~f peace,bI 728, 222, 2~3 ; found i~ the.city, denote.s truths which are
of the church, 4°2; the scribe denotes mterior truth which confirms good,
9"86· the captain of the host denotes interior truth which defends man
i1~ te~l ptation, ..11 .J? 832; 1664, 3448 ; ll1us.tering the. pe~ple of the land,
denotes the preparation of 111al1 for temptation by ordination and arrange­
men t 10 2 J 7; and threescore 111en of the people of the land, denotes
ever): ul~ilnatc truth by which' conflict is maintained and good is con-

firmed, 33°6, 429, 1259.

20. This is evident because N ebuzaradan the captain of the guard,
denotes -the vastated natural 111an under the influence of the love of
dominion, ver. 8; taking the men and bringing them to the king of
Babylon, denotes the rejection of all good affections ~nd true thol:ghts
in Tavour of the love of dominion, ver. 19; chap. XX1V. I ; and Riblah
denotes the state of strife in which the love of dominion delights, chap.
xxii]. 33.

:2I. '[his is demonstrated from the signification of the king of Babylon
as dcuotinv the love of dominion, chap. xxiv, I ; of smiting the men and
putting th~n1 to death as denoting to falsify and rejec.t ~ll good and truth,
7 J36, .+25 I ; of Riblah as denoting a quarrelsome spirrt ~nd thus hatre~l,
vcr. 20; of Hnmath as denoting merely external delight, because It
denotes the love of the worlel, chap. xvii. 24, 30; and of Judah carried
nw.ry ca ptivc out of his land by the king of Babylon as denoting t~lat the
love of dominion only acknowledges the church as a means for Its own
aggranclisclllent, 3()54, 1326, 9340.

(;oin(1" back now to the thirteenth verse, we 111ay usefully reflect upon
the states described up to the prcsent point. Where the love of ruling
prcvails in t h c corrupted church, there we se.e, that the church can l~O
long-er be supported by natural good nor pun~led by natural truth.. by
the natural good as to the will and understandll:g denoted by the pillnrs
of brass, is not to be undcrstood merely natural kindness and benevolence
received hereditarily. This, indeed, 111ay be useful as an external rneans
for briuvinu a man into a state capable of regeneration; but the natural
good th~t l~ally supports the church is received from the Lord tl:ro~lgh
the affcction of truth and thence through truth adopted as a principle

'or as a rule of 1ife, arid it may be described as the delig-ht which the
natural 111an has in the course of reg-eneration in doing good from a
principle of truth, and afte:" regen~:"ation fro111 good conjoined to truth.
i\ncl nc:\ t, hy the tru th \Vh1(.:h pUrl lIes, wc are to understand such truth
as is based Oil this 11:\ttlral good, :llHI 11ul natural truth 111crely. 'fhis Inay
be iIlustratcd hy obscrving, for eX~lInple, that a person who diligently
oheys the laws of health, and on. that account has a l:ealthy body,lS
acting fronl rnerely natural truth, If he looks no farther 11: 'what he c1~)es

than to the presenTation of his body for the sake of the enJoyn1ent of ll'fe,
without any regard to lIses, or to the having of a healthy body in order
that hc Inay thcreby l11inistcr to the good of others. 'To have a sound
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mi nd ill a sound hody, o nc i n us l ael frOlll souncl princi pies in the I11i nd
as well as fro Ins0 un d p r i11C ipies in t 11 e body. I tis we 11 k n 0 wn , or it
ought to be well known, that it is the mind "which doth the body make,"
and that consequently, evils and falsities in the mind, first vitiate and cor­
r\lpt the pl:rest ,things. in the body, and then, extending themselves, produce
cliscn scs o l v.uions kinds, so that men often wond cr how it is that they
arc. diseased and weak l11or~ (~r less in hocly, when yet they are doing'
their best to keep the laws of life on the natural plane. And this shews
us, therefore, the imporr.mcc of the spiritual purification spoken of in the
internal sel1s~ of ouy C!l:lpt~r. . If at 111;111 would be spiritually pure, he
l1HISt shun evils and talsit.ics In linnsclf ({S sirrs (Z~'({illsl 111(' fJord, and must
avoid the vices of intemperance in all their forms as far as rcvards the
body, .tor the S~~111e reason. And h~ 111ay,be sure ~hat if he fil,;t purifies
the mind, he will then the more easily purify the body. But on the other
hanc~, if a man cl:erisl~es evils and falsities in the mind, and especially if he
cl,lcnshys a cl0J111nCCrIng and qllarrcl,soll1c spirit, he will then destroy in
h nu s l~ II not 0 n ly t h C 11;l ( u ra I h-() 0 d \\' h Ie It SII PpOr ts the c liu rcit, I> 1I t a Iso t 11 c
lliltur~d trut h t!lid is intended fur its purificatiol1. I lcrc then we n ia y see
how uuportu nt are the laws of life contained in the internal sense
of the \Vor.d, and now revealed through the instrumentality of the
Lord's appointed messenger Emanuel Swedenborg for the rceuln tion of
the life of 111an. <. <. , t->

. But notice no\~", in .the next t\:'o verses, ~he c.vrcnsia» of the power of the
Infernal love which IS the subject of th is chapter, to the destruction of
the externals of the natural ru.m. Pots and shovels and snuffers and
spoons and fire pans and basons, spiritually speaking, 'whether they be
of brass only or of gold and silver, by no means eSGlpC thc opcration of
interior and inmost ancctions w h ir h a s pirc after power for selfish ends.
:-\.nd herein ~he essential character of the rnost .external things of worship
m modern babylon may be clearly enough discerned. Althou eh these
external things, that is, are glittering and brivht with all bOlltward
magnificence and l~itl1alistic splendour, yet they ~re, after all, only the
degraded fonns of 1nternal corruption. II a vc wc not beforc our cvcs in
this day con\'incing' c\'idenl'c or what (he corrllpted and vils(alcd CI)J~istian
Church lIas passcd through?

rrhat, howcver, is only one side or one ;lspect of the picturc. rrherc is
another. I f the <'>lI,L \\,;1 rd fOlTllS of the past degeneracy relllain, yet also
tllcrc arc no\\' the signs of a great change throughout the world for the
~)etter. .N 0 great evel~t, such as the Last Juclgl11cnt in the world of spirits
~n the rnlcldle of ~l!e clghteenth century, could happen arnong rncn in the
~1~ ner sphercs of 1J~'e? and nut produce certain eiTects in the outcr spheres.
I l.ler~ IS a ne\\" S'plrlt abroad a1110ng 111en. T'here is greater freedol11 in
tlllnklng and aC~lng than the~'e eyer ,,"as. And the proIl1ises of the ages
are sure of theIr fulfilnlent In a slowly regencrating state of 111 an kincl.
\\Tho can rea~l tlle signs of the til11es in l1lodern history and experience,
and not percelye that the oldl~eavens and the old earth are passed away,
and that all thIngs are now beIng ll1ade new?

But I ~1I11 anticipating, and \ve ll1ust now notice that, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth vcrses of this chapter, the inestil11able value of external
worship "'hen it is not corrupted, is clearly set beforc us. 'I'he brass of
all.th~ \'css~l~ .\\'l:icl1 were. c0rriec1 away by the Bahylonians is beyond
,,"SIghIng. I !lIS IS a dcscnpLJon of (he i~1ctl.culahle il11portancc of siInple
natural go~d 1n thc best sense, and that 1t. w111 al ways endure, is signified
~)y the partlcldar account of thc constructJon of thc great pillars as given
In the seventeenth verse.

But, in, tlle.~ next f~nlr \'erses, .we have agai n an orderly description
of the cvIl etiects uf the l()\'c of puwer froIn the innlost c1eo-ree of the
lnincl to its ultin1ates. f\nd no less rCll1arkable than the ordcr of the series

of the in ternal sense here, is the wonderful adaptation ::>f the t~rnls
which are correspondential in the literal sense, and this especlall,¥,
as to the names and meanings of the persons and places. For .It
cannot have escaped the observation of the stl~dent or reader, In
going' through these expositions, that the meanmg of a name has
in every case yielded up, with rno rc or less exactness, through cor­
respondences, the spiritual signitIc~nce of it, a.nd not the least re­
markablc case is that of the nume Riblah, where it has occurred. And,
in short, the correspondence of the names is only a little less .\v~:)1lderful
than that of the numbers in the inspired volu mc. .In a word, 1t. IS l1UICh
easier to cOlnprchend the correspondence of certnm natural things and
phenomena, than it is to understand that of th~ n~lllle .of any person
or place, and ag"ain much easier to perceIve the signification of a name
than of a number. The reason ]S because the correspondence of
11urn bers is 1110re uni versal, and because the same number involves
scvcrn.l s pj ri tun l things at once, and all .thcsc things, in S0l11e way, have
rcl:u ion to the p.uticula r subj cet of the ~ 11tcrua.l sense. :\ ncl hence then
is to be seen the inadequacy of ordinnry languagc to ~xpress tbe
internal sense fully, althoug-h it is, as we all know, exceedingly useful
in the exposition and illustration of it. vVe may now observe, howe\~er,
that an extended illustration of the last four verses, after the foregoing
remarks, is not essential, as the reader, by pondering upon their con.tents,
will be able to find such illustration, from the study of the part]cu~ar
correspondences, and their application in each verse, and also to verify
them by a study of the references.

~~. 'l'his is pro\'(~d as follows thc people who were left in the land
of l ud a h , denote those in the church who are in good,. 4~0, 3654 ;
,N ebuchndnczznr king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, chap.
x xi v. f ; it is not thc love of dominion, or those in that love, but the Lord
who provides for thc remnant, 576; C:;edaliah 111CanS God is lily (I;'rea.tJlcss,
or 1111.7 /riJlcrt' 0/ IILc /~(}rd, and therefore denotes truths 1110St external in ~he
litcra( sen~e (;f the \Vorcl, ~oor, 3540,9917 ; the king o~ Babylon nlaklng
(;edaliah g'O\'CTnOr, denotcs that such truths are falslfIcd by t1:e lovc
of cloll1inion, chap. xxiv. I; ,A.hika111 Ineans a brotllcr 'lUIIO razscs lIjJ,

and therefore dcnotcs interior good--that is, the g(~od of trut.h, 367, 25.08,
23()O; and Shapl1an denotcs truth, and hcre interIor truth 1n ol~scunty,
because he is describcd as the father of Ahikan1, and because hIS nallle
111eans tl/('ir brill!.' or lip, also a rabbit or '7uild rat, and thus denotes
interior truth nlanifested in the exterior or literal sense of the \Vorcl
obscurely, 132 J, J 322, 1327; chap. xxii. 3, 12.

23. l'his is evident because by the captains of the forces and their ll1en
are denoted thosc who are in an obscure state as to good and as to
truth, ,/l.f( 832 ; 429; by hearing is denoted pe~'ception, 316~; by the
kin u of Babylon is denoted the love of dOnl]nl0n, chap. XXIV. I; by
(;edaliah is dcnoted truth 1110St external in the literal sense of the Vlorcl,
ver. 22; by a governor is denoted, evidently, one exercising authority,
10,7 89- 10,79 1 ; by 1\Iizpah is denoted a state of \vatcbfulne.ss, 4198 ; by
Ishl11ael is denoted natural reason, 1890, 191 I ; by Nethanlah IS llleant,
and thcrefore is denoted, the gift of the Lord, 8899; Jollanan lllea.ns
li/h'F,rl, //h'nJjl!l, and o/!( 'zf/I/o J!,'nlllts jr l7 1(} IIrs, and therefore by h1nl
is denoted n;ttural affection, 5132; Kareah I11eanS bald, and therefore
by hin1is denoted lack of truth, ~30I.; by Scraiah is. ll1eant tilC jJrince of
II/e fJord, ancl thcrcfore by hl111 IS denotcd pnnlary truth, 148.2 ;
'l'anll'lllncth l1leans, anl0ng other tllings rejJoliallcc, and therefore by hl111
is denoted repentance, 0307-0309 ; a N etophathitc J,11e;-U1s one 7(!110 utters
or leis drojJ 1;-11111,,', and therefore by such a one IS denotecl the truth



tc:u: 11 ing, :2 53-l-; Jaaz.ui ia h means ''ilillOIII tilL' Lord Ileal's, and therefore
by him is denoted obedience, 2542; and a Mnacathite means jJressed,
ortriscd, z';~/ltrcd, and therefore by such a one is denoted sorrow, 43 I, 7524.

2-l-. This may be seen fro 111 considering that Gcdnliah denotes the
lct tcr of th c \ Vord falsi (lcd, \TL :22; that s\\'caring- denotes afflrrnation,
and thus testiIlH)ny,272o; that ., t hcm," den{)te~ the mcn of the church,
VCL 23; t h a t saying clcnotcs perception, 1~:2:2; that "fear not because
of the scrv.uus of the Chn ldc.ms," denote that they should not fear evil
results froru the fa lsi ties of the love of d()[11 inion, 136B, :2 54 I; that to
dwell in the land, denotes to abide in apparent good even uncler the
evil of the prevailing' love of dominion, 1:293~ 567; chap. xxiv, I; and
that "i t shall be well wi th you," denotes that the love of dominion
protects those who are in good, 4258.

25· This appears thus: by it COIning- to pass is denoted a change,
49 67 ; by the seventh month is denoted, .is to those in good, a holy state
of fait h, 395 ; ,.:cl./{ 935, but as to the g'eneral church full vnstation with
regard to faith, 433, 5268 ; by Ishmael the son of N cthaniah is denoted
natural reason, which is the gift of the Lord, ver. 23; by Elishama is
mean t (;od hcarilzr;', and therefore by 11 irn is denoted obedience, 2542 ; by
the seed royal is denoted truth, which is the \Vord from the Lord, 10,249,
1728; by" ten men with him," is denoted remains, 576; by smiting
Gedaliah is denoted the rejection of truth falsified, 4251; ver. 22;
and by Jews and Chn ldcans that were with h im at 1\1 izpah are denoted
truths combined with falsities, 3880, 3681,1368, l\Tizpah denoting the
state of watchfulness in which the 111an of the church is, ver. 23.

26. This is evident from the signification of all the people, both small
and great, and the captains of the forces, as denoting" the 111en of the
church in various states, as wcl] as their leaders, because people denote
those in truth, I :259, small is prccli catcrl of truth, 6-+S7-8459, and g-reat
of goud, ~:227, and captains denote leaders whu arc -in the knowledges
of truth and go()d~ _,1./( °32 ; of arising' as denoting' elevation of state,
2-.+01 ; of cUllling to Eg-ypt as clcnutiI1g to rely on natural light alone and
to seek il:struction thence, I-l-() 1,5-+°6 ; and of being afraid of the Chaldeans
as clcnorinu t lic fear of trusting truths falsified hy the love of dominion,
13(1B.

27· T'lns ;1 ppc.us from considering that the seven and t h irtieth year,
denotes the courpl ct ion of a slatc as to good, I<)OO, 20-'+-'+, and as to truth,
9°0:2; that j choiachiu, in the best sense, denotes one who depends
on the power of the Lord fr0111 a state of good~ chap. xxiv. 8; that the
twelfth 1110nth, denotes a full state as to fa ith, 3272; ..11 .J~. 935; that
the seven and twentieth clay of the month, denotes conjunction with
the Lord by charity, 90J, 21-l-J, 5J94; that the king of Babylon denotes.
the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. I ; that Evi l-mcrodach means, accord­
ing tc: Cruclcn, tile j{Jol {~/J.t[t'rodat-Il, or the .fool ''((.I!lo ,r:rillds (Jitterl)', and
therefore denotes the weakness of the love of dominion or of those in
that love, 83-19; fl.lj: 10; that the beginning' of his reign denotes a new
s l n Lc, 3~1-+; a ncl t h.u lining lip l h c h c.icl of Jehoiachin out of prison,
dell 0 test ~) he set 1'1'cc lr 0 III t 11l~ 10\ 'C () f d ())11in i()n, 5 I 2 -I..

:28.. This is evident because by speaking' kindly is clearly denoted the
exercise of charity, 4988, 49t)2 ; and hy setting the throne of Jehoiachin
abo\"c the ~hrone of the kings that were with hin1 in I~abylon, is denoted
thc exaltatIon of faith froln charity as a governing principle in the church,.
the love of clolninion being subordinate, chap. xxiv. 8 ; 5313 ; chap. xxiv. 1.

29. This appears from the signification of changing prison garments for
others, as denoting investment with truths instead of falsities, 995 2, 5248 :
of eating bread as denoting to be nourished by Divine Good, 421 I ; and
of "all the days of his life," as denoting to eternity, because days denote
states, 487, and spiritual life is eternal, 6677, 5890.

30. Th is is true because the king in this case denotes the Lord, 1728 ;
and the provision given by the king daily, denotes support according to
every state of the life, 2493,.8418.

I t now only remains to review the last few verses and, as far as possible,
to shew their agreement, in' their internal sense, with the facts of history,
the experiences of mankind, and the general laws of life. t t is well that
the concluding verses of these wonderful "books of the holy \1\10rd, which
have engaged the reader's attention through a long and close series of
investigations, should reveal to us the abounding love and care of the
1-1 cavenly Father for the preservation of a church among men even in
the most cleg'enerate ages. In the twenty-second verse, this is evident.
There are always S0111e people left in the land, and there is no state of
the heart and mind of men on earth, which may be considered entirely
uninfluenced by Divine Truth. And this verse explains to us how this
happens. Even the love of dominion itself cannot prosper without, at
least, an outward acknowledgment of the Word, as necessary for the
govern01ent of the church. I t has been shewn that Gedaliah means a
fringe or border, and that thus he denotes the literal sense of the Word.
Even the literal sense of the Word can avail to stop the issue ofblood,
which is the falsification of truth in the corrupted church. "If I 111ay but
touch His gannent," said the poor woman in the crowd, "I shall be
whole," 1V1 att. ix. :2 1. The reason is, because, although the love of
dominion falsifies the \Vord, it cannot destroy its genuine sense in the
letter, nor can it prevent its being the medium of Divine Influx 'when it is
to IIc/It'd. "So111ebody hath touched 1\1e," said the Lord, "for I perceive
that virtue is gone out of NIe," Luke viii. 46. This is a correct picture of
the people who are represented by those who were left in the land, and over
\\,hOIl1 Gedalinh was 111ac1e governor. Arid, moreover, in the genealogy
of Cec1aliah we have at once expressed, the mode of the Divine Influx,
and of man's co-operation; for Divine Truth flows in abundantly when a
man lives accorcling" to the principle of simple good, which is the brother
raised up; and so, indeed, in another way, truth received into the under­
standing, which is Sh aphan the scribe, 111ay be called the father of Ahikarn.

I n the next verse, however, we have even a clearer description of a very
great number of persons in the present clay, who, being in obscurity as to
matters of religion, on account of prevailing errors founded on misinter­
pretations of the letter of the Word, are yet on the zoatc/: lest they should
be deluded in their li ves by falsified truths; and we see how, in the
following, verse, they are tempted, "Dwell in the land, and serve the
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you." But, before proceeding,
notice how correctly their state is described by the names mentioned in
the twenty-third verse. Natural reason which is acknowledged by them
to be from the Lord, and natural affection which is also admitted by them
to be O/l{v natural affection, both impel them to resist, in their lives at
any rate, prevailing falsities, and by doing the works of repentance and
obedience, to be faithful to their Lord amid all their doubts, difficulties,
and sorrows. And then a certain result inevitably follows. Such persons
cannot fail to reject the falsified truths of a too popular theology, this
rejection being here represented by the smiting of Geclaliah, and by his
dcath as recorded in the twenty-fifth verse; \\Thile their place of refuge,
Il1eanwhile, is "veIl described in the internal sense of the follo\ving verse.
'The Lord gives them instruction through their COffill1on perception of
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truths, and prevents them, in a most wonderful and merciful way, from
im bibing and confirming delusive errors, Mark xvi, 18.

N ow also, in what follows, we have another living picture verified by
modern history, and by actual facts in regard to the Christian Church of
the immediate past, and of the present time. We have seen, in the course
of the struggles of nations, and we see before our eyes in this day, that the
preclorninating influence of those in the lust of ruling in ecclesiastical
matters has been, and is now, greatly weakened; and that, as a conse­
quence of great changes which have taken place in the inner world of
spirits, and thence in the minds and hearts of men on earth recently, there
is now greater light and liberty in regard to spi ritual things. And all this
is really prophetically described in the closing verses of this chapter, and
this book of the Word. And this, ,we 111ay depend upon it, is not a merely
accidental coincidence, as some migh; imagine, or of human ingenuity in
explaining- the sacred oracles, as others Illig-ht fancy, hut it is because the
\Vonl 11;ls hccn so constructed I>y I )ivinc \Visdoll1 ;IS rcn lly to contain
in tcrior Divi nc Tru t hs i 11 every sen tcnr:c ;1ud in c\'cry word [or the en­
lightennlcnt of mankind in all ages. For Evil-mcroclach, as lye have
seen, is a just representative, in his treatment of the captive monarch
Jehoiachin, of the weakened love of dominion accommodating itself, in
modern times, to the changed states of nations and of individuals, and
interiorly, of that love retaining some fragment of its former overwhelming
influence and power. This, of course, is, to sorne extent, what may be
considered as the internal historical sense of this part of the Word.

But there is, as we know, a still more interior and inmost sense, in
which we Illay see, in this prince, the Lord I-Iirnsclf, mercifully providing
for the establishment of that new and glorious Dispensation of Divine
'Truth, which is elsewhere termed the New Jcrusalcm. And in this
respect also, are the closing verses of this chapter and this book, at once
simple and sublime. For that which describes the state of the reviving
church on earth, describes also the perfect heavenly state of the true
Christian. As the ages pass, each of us, who 1111111h1y and fully depends
lIpon the Lord for all things, nn tura l and spiritual alike, must hCCOIllC
1110rC and more, in that state in which man's life is not reckoned by ages,
a perfect form of the celestial life, of which the crowning glories are
humili ty, innocence, and peace, fully hnrmonizing with the clearest per- \
ceptions of truth, the 11105t exalted realization of love, and the widest
sphere of a vigorous and ever active usefulness.

THE END
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