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doctrine and life, 402, 3654; of the Lord bringing evil as denoting
that the church is vastated, 696, 8279 ; and of “whosoever heareth of
it, both his ears shall tingle,” as denoting aversion and horror among
those in simple obedience, because hearing, in the first place, denotes
perception, and in this case, the perception of the good as to the
state of the evil, 3163, and in the second place obedience as denoting
the state of those who hear, 2542 ; and because by both ears tingling
is denoted aversion and horror on the part of the good, these terms
being chosen to express contrariety of state as to both understanding
and will, this being signified by bo#% ears tingling, 9556, 8162.

13. This is shewn thus: “I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of
Samaria and the plummet of the house of Ahab,” denotes that the
vastation of the corrupted celestial church shall he similar to that of
the spiritual church both as to the deprivation of truth and good,
because the line and plummet have reference to measurement, and
measurement denotes quality of states, 647-650, the line has relation
to truth and the plummet to good, since the latter refers to weight,
3104, and Samaria and the house of Ahab denote the vastated spiritual
church as to truth and as to good, 2702, 2233, 2234, just as in Isaiah
xxxiv. 11 desolation and vastation are denoted by emptiness and
wasteness, 5044, and the line and plummet arc mentioned there also;
Jerusalem denotes the corrupted celestial church as to its intellectual
life, considering that Judah denotes the same as to voluntary life,
4oz, 30545 a dish denotes an external receptacle, 10,243, using water
and wiping the dish denotes, in the best sense, the application of truth
for purification, and therefore in the opposite sense, vastation as to
all truth, 10,243 ; and turning the dish upside down, denotes clearly an
inverted state, in this case, of course, in the bad scnse, 3539, 3610.

14, ‘This appears by observing that a remmnant denotes remains off
good, 468 ; that the Lord casting off the remnant denotes the de-
struction of remains with the man of the corrupted church, because
the Lord does not cast off any but man separates himself, 696 ; that
being delivered into the hand of their enemies, denotes to be con-
firmed in evil, 2851, 8282 ; and that becoming a prey and a spoil to
their enemies, denotes that good and truth are regarded as cnemies
by the vastated man, who feels torment at the presence thereof,
because prey and spoil denote good and truth taken from the wicked
and appropriated by the good, and thus, in this case, the vastation of
all good and truth with the wicked, and conscquently their opposition
or enmity to them and torment at their approach, 6442-6443, 82065.

15. This is demonstrated thus: by doing evil in the sight of the
Lord is denoted opposition to Divine Truth from Divine Good, 4839,
1728 ; by provoking the Lord to anger is denoted aversion from Divine
Good, 5034, 2001 ; by “since the day that their fathers came out of
Egypt unto this day,” is denoted perpetually, 2838 ; and by their
fathers coming out of Egypt is denoted the work of Redemption, 8866.

16. This is seen from the signification of Manasseh as denoting the
corrupted celestial church, ver. 1; of shedding innocent blood as de-
noting to falsify the purest truths of the Word, 9127 ; of filling Jerusalem
from one end to the other as denoting to fill the whole mind with falsities,
402, 984 ; and of sinning and doing evil in the sight of the Lord as de-
noting to indulge in direful evils, which are manifestly contrary to Divine
Truth from Divine Good, 4839, 1728.
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17. This is evident because by the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and
all that he did, and the sin that he sinned are denoted all the staite.s,
as to falsity and evil, of the corrupted celestial church ; and by t(lieltl;
being written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Juda
is denoted to be inscribed on the interior memory, chap. viil. 23, Xil. 19.

18. This is thus proved: by sleeping with the fathers is denotec}
to be associated with the like in the eternal world and state, 3.2515,
by being buried is denoted resurrection to new life, :"916, f2911_7 ; g
“the garden of his own house,” is denoted the falsity o ;15 (:.\v
evil, 710; by the garden of Uzza 1s denoted the falsity of profana 10{1
because Uzza means sivength or a goat, and therefore denotes truth
orfalsity, in this case the latter, 4769, 4926, and Manassgh mcl)]riz
especially denotes those guilty of profanation, vers. 4-6 ; and b{ ‘rrllon N
son reigning in his stead is denoted a new state of the church su
ceeding, 5912.

19. This is thus demonstrated: Amon means Jaithful, f;'zze,‘ and
therefore, in the best sense, denotes truth confirmed, but, hc<131e tm
the opposite sense falsity confirmed, A.R. 23; twenty and two feno%,
in the best sense, fulness as to remains and the conjunction of goo
and truth, but here, in the opposite sense, complete deficiency ?islt'o
remains and the conjunction of evil and falsity, 2280, 5194; an ]“15
mother’s name being Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah
denotes the external origin and quality of this church, which is one
of retribution arising from evil and falsity confirmed 1n the external ma:]Z
because mother denotes the church as to external origin, 1815, 3703 ;
name denotes quality, 145, and Meshullemeth, \Yllxcb is probably derived
from the Hebrew words meaning geace or refribution, evidently denotei
the quality of the external origin of the state represented by Ar_non, anc
therefore a state of retribution arising from falsity confirmed 1{11
the external man, while by her being the daughter of Haruz of Jotba
is also evidently denoted the derivation of this corrupt state from
a preceding state of evil and falsity denoted by those two nan;e;
respectively, the former meaning, among other things, gold and instrucie i
and therefore denoting, in this place, evil from corrupted ‘c‘elestlal
good, 113, 425, 643 ; and the latter being a place d'escrlbe.d as “a 1an§
of brooks of water,” Deut. x. 7 ; and therefore denoting falsity, 756, 5912.

20. This is true because of the meaning of the name Amon, ver.
19, and because doing what is evil in the sight of the Pord denotes
opposition to Divine Truth from Divine Good, 4839, 1728.

1. This is evident because by walking is denoted living, 519 ; by way
is denoted falsity, 48671 ; by father 1s dgnot.ed the preceding corrupt
state, 1895; and by serving and worshipping are denoted external
and internal idolatry, 683.

5. This is seen from considering that to forsake the Lord, the God of
his fathers, denotes to reject Divine Good from which is Divine
Truth, 2001 ; and that not walking mn the way of the Lord denotes
not living according to Divine truths, 519, 627.

23. This is demonstrated by observing that the servants of Amon
denote the affections of the merely natural man, 3019 ; that conspiring
against him denotes not being even outwardly controlled by a worship so
false, chap. x. 9; that by putting him to death is denoted, in this
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case, vastation confirmed, 5407 ; and that his own house denotes
his own infernal love, 4744.

24. This is proved from the signification of the people of the land
as denoting Divine Truth from Divine Good, 1259, 3654 ; of slaying
all those who had conspired against king Amon, as denoting to
reject the corrupted natural affections, ver. 235 and of their making
Josiah his son king in his stead, as denoting to be the means of
establishing a new church, 5912.

25. This is cvident from the explanation given of verse 17, and
several similar verses.

26. And this also s evident from the explanation given in verse 18.

But going back now and reviewing the contents of this chapter, it plainly
appears that we have here, in the internal sense, a description of
the most corrupted state of the celestial church. It seems, indeed,
to be an intensification of all previous corrupted states, and also
to have been the means of bringing about the still more degraded
condition denoted by the Babylonish captivity. Let us then carefully
consider, before commencing the next chapter, the particulars of the
evil state here set before us, with the view of not only understanding
it but also of the more successfully avoiding these evils in ourselves.

And first it may be remarked that the very name and signification
of Manassch, in a good scnse, are an indicition of what this very
corrupt state is in the opposite sense. It is a state in which the natural
affections merely are so powerful, that they engross the all of man’s
thought and fecling, while religion in its truc sense is utterly neglected
or grossly perverted. This is shewn generally in the first and second
verses.  But in the third verse we have some particulars.  Not only are
natural dehights made predominant over spivitual delights, but the most
corrupted worship from self-love and the falsities of a barren  faith
take the place of genuine worship. Now let us try to realize this
state. To worship Baal means something more than the mere love
of self. It means also the worship of the Lord intensely from that
love. Or, in other words, it is sclfishness carried into religion. And,
of course, those who thus worship the Lord, do so without any con-
ception of Him, or of Iis Love, which they ought to imitate, as being
essentially unselfish. Their motto, in short, is * IZach man for himself
and God for us all” To worship God as Baal is to worship Him as
the personification and essence of self-love which must be propitiated
in_order to gain favour. And clearly, this is not worship at all;
it is devotion to self; and the Divine Being, therefore, is not adored for
what /e 75, hut grossly for what aman can gain by worshipping.

And this kind of worship, we may be sure, is accompanied by
that pernicious and barren faith which, as we have several times
seen, 1s denoted by the Asherah.  As the true worship of the Lord is the
love of the goodness which constitutes Him and proceeds from Him,
so a true faith in the Lord is a sincere affection for the I'rath that
comes from Him. True faith is a fivm belief in that which is true.  But
self-love cannot have faith in what is true, because it ignores or forgets
that the supreme love of self is the first principle of all falsity, John
Vil g4 And it is a false conception of God that has produced the
persuasion and doctrine that faith without charity saves.

But not only so. For we may depend upon it that the worship of the
Lord from sclf-love, if worship it may be called, is also productive of the
worship of external things such as arc denoted by the hosts of heaven.
The adoration of the sun, moon, and stars is symbolic of the adoration

CHAPTER XXI 653

of nature instead of the Lord. And when through evil the whole mind
becomes thus depraved, a further step will be the mingling of the holy
and the profane, as indicated in the fourth and fifth verses, as well as
in what follows to the end of the ninth verse. And here it will be seen,
on a careful examination, that the series is so arranged as to shew
forcibly that the practice of, and the free indulgence in, one set of evils
most surely leads to another that is still more depraved, until at last
deliberate deception is combined with all states of impurity, this being
denoted particularly by dealing with them that had familiar spirits and
with wizards. But let it be remembered in this place, that the internal
sense of the Word describes states of evil and falsity to which we have
all a tendency, and that thisis proved by the experience of everyone as to
evil influxes, or as to the influences that come from evil spirits, quite
apart from the determinations of the will of man, or, to speak more
strongly, in spite of the determinations of the will of man. It is a
blessed thing, however, to reflect that we are only so far responsible
in regard to these influences, as we allow ourselves to speak or act
according to them. - For no evil spirit has control over our words or our
actions whatever may be his power to flow into our minds, and there to
excite evil thoughts and feelings, and therefore a man’s destiny is in his
own hands, and his character is formed according to his own free-
determination, 6192.

And now therefore we learn from the following verses even to the end
of the sixteenth, that the dreadful state of the wicked man is known to
the Lord, is controlled by Him, and is altogether the result of his own
choice and his own actions.  But notice more particularly verses thirtcen
and sixteen, and consider first that all judgment is from Divine Truth.
T'his is onc reason why reference is made to the spiritual church and its
corruptions.  But there is also another. When full vastation takes
place the forms of the understanding become the receptacles of the
depraved affections of the will in completeness, so that 1t is no longer
possible for truths to abide in the understanding. And this is most
cmphatically expressed by wiping Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish,
wiping it and turning it upside down. And this, be it remembered, is the
cffect of the opposition of the corrupted church or man to the Lord.
The real quality of man must inevitably appear when it is measured by
the law of inflexible truth, from which there can be no escape. And,
what then, to us, is the obvious lesson? It is that we should carefully
and persistently form our lives according to the truth while we are yet
in the probationary state. And to this we may be stimulated by the
contents, in the internal sense, of the sixteenth verse.  Is it a delightful
thing to contemplate the possibility, in our own case, of coming into
such a state as that here set before us? And should we not rather
prefer to live for ever in the performance of such actions as will con-
tinually promote the happiness of the innocent? We are surely well
affected in this world, most of us, by the engaging innocence of
little children, and we may profit by all such experiences. In fact, no
man can tell how much he owes to the children, made useful in the hands
of the Lord, for the bringing down into our consciousness the delights of
the celestial angels ; and to imagine that we should at any time become
so bad as to take delight in the torture of the innocent, may well, on the
onc hand, fill us with sadness, and on the other with an unwavering
determination, that, by the Lord’s help, we will resist and overcome
cvery impulse which has a tendency to blind our eyes and harden our
hearts against the beauty and loveliness of a life of genuine good.

And now a few words only are necessary in relation to what is said of
the succeeding state represented by Amon. Surely we cannot fail to
see from the correspondences, especially of the names and numbers, that
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herein is described a state of retribution which must naturally follow
the previous state. First it is worthy of notice that as this king followed
in the footsteps of his father he evidently denotes a continuation of the
state represented by him. Secondly the manner of his death attracts
our attention. He was slain by his servants, and in his own house,
besides being buried in his own garden. That the servants denote the
natural man has been shewn ; and that the corrupted church is vastated
by the predominance of merely natural love is shewn from history ; for
the people of every corrupted church have become, in the consummation,
of this character, and when this has happened the church has ceased
and a new church has been raised up ; and dying in his own house, and
being buried in his own garden, are very expressive of the solemn truths
that in the end every bad man is his own love, and that this love is raised
up and perpetuated in the cternal state by being embodied in its own
falsity. And thirdly the facts that the servants of Amon were slain
“Dby the people of the land,” and that a new and pious king was crowned
by them are equally expressive figures of the manner in which a new
church, whose state was the very reverse of the former, is inaugurated.

CHAPTER XXII

1. Josiah was eight years
old when he began to reign;
and he reigned thirty and
one years in Jerusalem: and
his mother’s name was Jedi-
dah the daughter of Adaiah
of Bozkath.

2. And he did that which
was right in the eyes of the
LoRD, and walked in all the
way of David his father, and
turned not aside to the right
hand or to the left.

3. And it came to pass in
the cighteenth year of king
Josiah, that the king sent
Shaphan the son of Azaliah,
the son of Meshullam, the
scribe, to the house of the
LorD, saying,

4. Go up to Hilkiah the
high priest, that he may sum
the money which is brought
into the house of the LORD,
which the keepers of the
door have gathered of the
people:

5. And let them deliver it
into the hand of the workmen
that have the oversight of
the house of the LoRrD: and
let them give it to the work-
men which are in the house
of the LORD, to repair the
breaches of the house ;
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1. And this new state of the
celestial church is an incipient
state of charity, and of faith
from charity, the external origin
and quality of which is the good
of truth acquired in temptations.

2. And the man of this new
church is obedient to Divine
Truth from Divine Good, accord-
ing to the example of the Lord
in His human life on earth, nor
is he diverted from the truth
either by evil in the will or error
in the understanding.

3. And it happens that, when
he is purified by conflict against
evil, according to its degrees,
there is influx from the Lord
successively into the natural
mind, disposing it to the con-
junction of truth with good, and
thence giving perception,

4. That such conjunction with
good is necessary in order that
truths which have been produc-
tive of good through acknow-
ledgment of the Lord in the be-
ginning of regeneration, may be
arranged under good in order.

5. So that they may be em-
ployed by the intellectual and
voluntary powers of the re-
generating man, and through
them by the natural powers, in
order that good may be made
perfect by truths.
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6. Unto the carpenters, and
to the builders, and to the
masons; and for buying
timber and hewn stone to
repair the house.

7. Howbeit there was no
reckoning made with them
of the money that was de-
livered into their hand; for
they dealt faithfully.

8. And Hilkiah the high
priest said unto Shaphan the
scribe, [ have found the book
of the law in the house of
the LorD. And Hilkiah de-
livered the book to Shaphan,
and he read it.

9. And Shaphan the scribe
came to the king, and brought
the king word again, and said,
Thy servants have emptied
out the money that was found
in the house, and have de-
livered it into the hand of
the workmen that have the
oversight of the house of the
Lorb.

10. And Shaphan the scribe
told the king, saying, Hilkiah
the priest hath delivered me
a book. And Shaphan read
it before the king.

11. And it came to pass,
when the king had heard the
words of the book of the law,
that he rent his clothes.

12. And the king com-
manded Hilkiah the priest,
and Ahikam the son of
Shaphan, and Achbor the son
of Micaiah, and Shaphan the

6. For this must be effectec
in the natural man as to affec
tion, as to intelligence, and as tc
scientifics, good being procurec
and truth being formed therein.

7. And this is done in freecdom
from the love of good and not
at all from any selfish and
worldly motive.

8. Moreover to the man of the
new church Divine truths are
revealed according to the state
of good, and are perceived in
the understanding as being con-
joined with good, and as being
the form of good.

9. And thercefore the natural
man is obedient to the spiritual
man, acknowledging his supre-
macy, and utilizing the truths of
the Word conjoined with good,
so as by means of the new will
and understanding, to make good
fully perfect by truths.

ro. And also, the natural man
is now conscious that from good
he receives truths, and that thus
the Word is opened to him.
Whercfore he acknowledges that
it is from the Lord.

rr. But it happens that, when
Divine truths from the Word are
opened to the man of the new
church, he mourns on account
of his neglect of truth ;

12. And there is an influx from
the Lord into his various powers
in successive order — namely,
through the celestial heaven into
the good and truth of the
spiritual heaven, and thence in-
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scribe, and Asaiah the king’s
servant, saying,

13. Go ye, inquire of the
LorD for me, and for the
people, and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this
book that is found ; for great
is the wrath of the LORD
that is kindled against us,
because our fathers have not
hearkened unto the words of
this book, to do according
unto all that which is written
concerning us.

14. So Hilkiah the priest,
and Ahikam, and Achbor,and
Shaphan, and Asaiah, went
unto Huldah the prophetess,
the wife of Shallum the son
of Tikvah, the son of Harhas,
keeper of the wardrobe ; (now
she dwelt in Jerusalem in the
sccond quarter;) and they
communed with her.

15. Andshesaid untothem,
Thus saith the T.orbD, the
God of Isracl: Tell ye the
man that sent you unto me,

16. Thus saith the LORD,
Behold, T will bring evil upon
this place, and upon the in-
habitants thereof, even all the
words of the book which the
king of Judah hath read:

17. Because they have for-
saken me, and have burned

[}

to the truth and good of the
ultimate heaven,

13. Giving the perception con-
cerning the state of the general
church, that inquiry should be
made by application to the Word,
on behalf of those in truths in-
terior and exterior, and also of
those in natural good, with re-
spect to the opening of the Word,
by which the state of the cor-
rupted church is discovered,
shewing its aversion from the
Lord in consequence of dis-
obedience, and the rejection of
Divine truths.

14. Wherefore such inquiry
by the man of the church is
made with all his powers: for he
approaches the Word which is
the union of truth with goodness
in an external form derived from
interior truth giving faith, and
from interior good giving charity;
and which covers those interior
things and protects them; for
the Word is a revelation in the
church and is Divine Truth from
Divine Good giving enlighten-
ment.

15. And, by the man of the
new church, it is perceived to beé
in its inmost, Divine Truth pro-
ceeding from Divine Good for the
instruction of mankind.

16. And therein it is revealed,
that the corrupted church, and
the wicked wan, bring upon
themselves their own punishment
externally and internally ; for this
isaccording to Divine Order, even
that Divine Order which is per-
ceived by him who is in good.

17. For the wicked, by turning
away from the Tord, and . de-
voting themselves to a merely
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incense unto other gods, that
they might provoke e to
anger with all the work of
their hands; therefore my
wrath shall be kindled against
this place, and it shall not be
quenched.

18. But unto the king of
Judah, who sent you to in-
quirc of the TLorD, thus shall
ye say to him, Thus saith the
Lorn, the God of Israel: As
touching the words which
thou hast heard,

19. Because thine heart
was tender, and thou didst
humble thyself before the
LoRrRD, when thou heardest
what [ spake against this
place, and against the in-
habitants thereof, that they
should become a desolation
and a curse, and hast rent thy
clothes, and wept before me;
I also have heard thee, saith
the LORD.

20. Therefore, behold, I
will gather thee to thy
fathers, and thou shalt be
gathered to thy grave in
peace, neither shall thine eyes
see all the evil which T will
bring upon this place. And
they brought the king word
again.

natural life from falsities, thus
averting themselves by their
actions, subject themselves to
the direful suffering and tor-
ment which evil brings, nor is it
possible that they should be
removed, except by repentance.

18. But to him who 1s in good,
and who sccks instruction in
cood from the Word, is given,
from Divine Truth conjoinedwith
Divine Good, and thus from
the Word, with regard to its
nature and quality as condemn-
ing evil,

rg. The pereeption also, that
wherever good exists internally,
and also humility, together with
aversion from all the evils of the
corrupted  church external and
internal, which causc its desola-
tion and vastation ; with mourn-
ing on account of lost truths, and
sincere repentance, fese is con-
junction with the Lord,

20. And consequently associa-
tion with the angels, and the en-
joyment of a new life of heavenly
good; nor will the good see or
suffer the punishments which evil
brings upon itself.  And all these
truths arc perceived fully by the
man of the New Church.

PROOEF REFERENCES AND NOTES

[. Thisis demonstrated from the signification of the meaning of the

name Josiah, which is 22 fire of the Lord” as denoting a state of love
or charity, 934; of the number cight as denoting @ new state, or the
beginning of a state, 20443 ol l]l't: ml}nl)cr thirty-one as denoting the
same, thirty denoting the completion of the old state, as well as fulness
of remains in the new, 5335, and the addition of one denoting the com-
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mencement of the new state, 8400, 9296 ; of the first number as having
reference to charity or good, and the second to faith or truth, because
eight is a multiple of four and thirty is a multiple of #47ee, 10,624 ; and of
“his mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath,”
as denoting that the external origin and quality of the new state, is the
good of truth acquired in. temptations, because, mother denotes the
church as to external origin, 1815, 3703 ; name denotes quality, Jedidah
means well beloved or amiable, and therefore denotes good, 4538, Adaiah
means e wilness of the Lord, and therefore denotes truth, 8535, and
Bozkath is the namec of a place, and appears to be derived from the
Hebrew words for swelling, and for dough on account of it swelling
during fermentation, and therefore denotes temptations, 1585, 7900.

2. This is evident bccause doing what is right in the eyes of the
Lord, decnotes obedience to Divine Truth from Divine Good, 4839,
1728 ; walking in the way of David his father, denotes life according
to the example of the Lord in His human life on earth, 519, 627, 1888 ;
and not turning aside to the right hand or to the left, denotes not
being diverted from the truth by evil in the will or by error in the
understanding, 48106, 9556.

3. This is obvious from considering that it coming to pass denotes
a change of state, 4987 ; that the eighteenth year denotes purification
by conflict against evil according to its degrees, this being signified
by three times six, 1709 ; that sending denotes influx, 2397 ; that
Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, denotes influx
successively through the three heavens, or through the degrees of the
mind, gg12; that Shaphan. the scribe, therefore, denotes the natural
mind, 8620; that the scribe being sent to the house of the Lord,
denotes that the influx disposes the man of the church who is in
truth to conjunction with good, 3720; and that saying denotes per-
ception, 1822.

4. This appears from the signification of going up as denoting elevation
of state, 1543 ; of Hilkiah as denoting the quality of conjunction, because
the word means e Lord’s gentleness, or God my portion, and name
denotes quality, 145 ; of the priest as denoting celestial good, 1728 ; of
the money brought into the house of the Lord as denoting truths which
have been productive of good through acknowledgment of the Lord,
425, 10,218 ; of the keepers of the door as denoting those in good in
the beginning of regencration, 2356, 8772, 10,134; of the people as
denoting truths and those in truths, 1259 ; and of summing the money
as denoting the arrangement of truths in order under good, 10,217.

5. This is thus shewn: by the workmen that had the oversight of
the house are denoted the intellectual and voluntary powers of the
regenerating man, because they had the supervision of the workmen
below them, chap. xi. 18, xii. 11; by the other workmen named in
the verse are denoted the natural powers, chap. xii. 11; and by re-
pairing the breaches of the house is denoted the making of good
perfect by truths, chap. xii. 5.

6. This is evident from considering that the carpenters and builders
and masons denote the powers of the natural man as to affection, as
to intelligence, and as to scientifics ; that timber and hewn stone de-
note good and truth; and that repairing the house denotes to pro-
cure good and truth, and to make good perfect by truths, chap.
NI 11-12,
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7. This is obvious when it is considered that no reckoning being
made, denotes no need of scrutiny ; and that dealing faithfully, denotes
not to act from any selfish or worldly motive, chap. xii. 15.

8. This is proved thus: by Hilkiah the priest and Shaphan the
scribe are denoted the men of the New Church as to good and truth,
or as to the internal and external powers, vers. 3, 43 by saying is
denoted revelation, 51115 by the priest finding the book is denoted
that revelation is according to the state as to good, 17285 by the
hook of the law is denoted the Word, 2000, 33825 by its being found
in the housc of the Lord is denoted the conjunction of truth with
cood, 37205 by the bhook being delivered to Shaphan is denoted that
truth is revealed o the understanding ; and by his reading it s
denoted that it i1s perceived to be the form of good, because the out-
ward act of reading naturally denotes the perception and under-
standing of what is read, 9397.

0. This is seen from the signification of Shaphan as denoting the
natural man, ver. 3; of his coming to the king and bringing him
word again, as denoting obedience to the spiritual man, 5934, 5947,
1728 ; of saying “Thy servants,” as denoting an acknowledgment of
the supremacy of the spiritual man, 2541 ; of emptying out the money
that was found in the house as denoting to utilise truths conjoined
with good, ver. 4; and of dclivering it into the hand of the workmen
that had the oversight of the house of the Lord as denoting that by
means of the will and understanding of the regencerating man good
may be made fully perfect by truths, ver. s.

to. This is true because by Shaphan the scribe is denoted the natural
man, ver. 3; by saying is denoted perception, and thus consciousness,
1822 ; by Hilkiah the priest is denoted good, 1728; by the book is
denoted the Word, ver. §; and by Shaphan reading the book before
the king is denoted acknowledgment that the Word is from the Lord,
because it is seen to be the form of good, and all good is from the
Lord, ver. 8.

11. This is demonstrated by observing that the king hearing the
words of the book of the law, denotes the opening of Divine Truths
from the Word to the man of the New Church, ver. 8, 3163 ; and that
rending his clothes, denotes mourning on account of lost truth, or
truth neglected, 4703.

12, This is shewn thus: the king commanding denotes influx from
the Lord, 5486, 1728 ; the persons named denote the various powers
of the man of the church in successive order, 5225 ; IHilkiah the high
priest denotes celestial good and thus the celestial heaven, ver. 4
Ahikam means a drother that raises wp, and therefore denotes charity,
which is the good of the spiritual heaven, 367, and his being the son
of Shaphan, derivation from truth, since Shaphan was the scribe,
ver. 3; Achbor means cnclosing e well/, and therefore denotes
spivitual truth, and thus the truth of the spiritual heaven, 2702, and
his being the son of Micaiah denotes derivation from good, because
Micaiah mceans “ewwlo 7s like wnto the Lord)” and therefore denotes
vood, 2001 ; and Shaphan the scribe denotes the truth of the ultimate
heaven, ver. 3, while Asaiah, which means « crcatzure of the Lord, and
who was the £7ng’s servand, therefore denotes the good thereof, 2001, 3019.

13. The proof of this is that saying, mentioned at the end of the last
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verse, denotes perception, 1822 ; “me, and the people, and all Judah,”
taken together, denoting the general church; that inquiring of the
Lord denotes application to the Word, as will appear more clearly in
the next verse, 2001, 10,548 ; that “me and the people,” denotes those
in truths interior and exterior, 1672, 1259 ; that all Judah denotes those
in natural good, 5782 ; that the book denotes the Word, and its being
found, the opening of the Word, ver. 8§ ; that “us” denotes the church
as to its corruptions, as is evident ; that the wrath of the Lord kindled
denotes aversion on the part of man, 5034, 6997 ; and that not hearken-
g, and not doing planly denote disobedience and the rejection of
Divine truths, 2542,

14. This is demonstrated from the following considerations: —the
persons named denote all the powers of the mind, ver. 12; Huldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum, denotes the Word, which is the
union of truth and goodness in an external form, because Huldah
means what has relation to time and thus to ZZe wworld, and therefore
denotes the Word in the literal sense, besides which she was a
prophetess, and consequently also denotes truth which teaches, 6013,
2535, her being a wife denotes the union of goodness and truth, 2173,
and Shallum means peaceable, and therefore he represents the good
and his wife the truth conjoined with that good, 925, 1038; Tikvah
means /Jope, evpectation, and therefore denotes interior truth giving
faith ; and Harhas appears to be derived from a Hebrew word meaning
Zweaty, and therefore denotes interior good giving charity, 934, 6578 ;
the keeper of the wardrobe denotes external truth which covers and
protects interior things, 372, 8211, 1073, 2189 ; the prophetess dwelling
m Jerusalem, denotes the Word as a revelation in the church, 4oz ;
in the second quarter, denotes that it is Divine Truth conjoined to
Divine Good throughout, since the second implies the first, and two
denotes conjunction, 2841, 5194 ; and the messengers communing with
Huldah denotes that the Word gives enlightenment, 4280, 9817.

15. This is shewn as follows :—Dby saying is denoted perception, 1822 ;
by the Lord, the God of Israel is denoted Divine Truth proceeding from
Divine Good, 2001 ; and by “Tell ye the man that sent you unto me,” is
denoted instruction to mankind, 7634, because the king in this place
denotes the church in general, specifically the celestial, and particularly
cach member.

16. This is evident because what the Lord says, denotes what is
revealed, srir;  this place and the inhabitants thereof, denote the
members of the church in general and in particular, 3066 ; the Lord
bringing evil denotes that the wicked bring punishment upon themselves,
606 ; and “according to all the words of the book which the: king of
Judah hath read,” denotes according to Divine Order, which is perceived
by him who is in good, 1288, 1728, 3654.

17. This is true because by forsaking the Lord is clearly denoted
turning from Him ; by burning incense to other gods is denoted a merely
natural life from falsities, 9475 ; chap. xvii. 29 ; by provoking the Lord
to anger with all the work of their hands, is denoted averting themselves
by their actions, 5798 ; by the wrath of the Lord kindled against the
place, 1s denoted the dircful suffering and torment which evil brings,
6997 5 and by its not being quenched is denoted evidently non-removal,
but sec 696, and A./. 153, x.

18, This is seen from the signification of the king of Judah as denoting
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the good in the corrupted church, ver. 2 ; of sending to inquire of the
Lord as denoting to seek instruction from the Word, ver. 13, 14 ; of the
Lord, the God of Israel as denoting Divine Truth conjoined with Divine
Good, 2001 ; and of the words heard as denoting the quality of the
Word as condemning evil, vers. 11, 13, 8361.

~19. This appears thus : a tender heart denotes the existence of good
mternally, 75425 humbling thyself denotes a state of humility, as is
evident ; hearing what the Lord said against the place and its inhabi-
tants, denotes a perception of the evils of the corrupted church internal
and external, and conscquently aversion, 3103 ; ver. 16 ; a desolation and
acurse, denote desolation and vastation, 245, 379, 4113 rending the
garments denotes mourning on account of lost truth, 4763 ; weeping
denotes genuine sorrow, and thus repentance, 6500 ; and the Lord
hearing denotes conjunction with Him, 3954.

20. This is seen from the signilication of being yathered to the
fathers as denoting association with the like in the eternal world
and state, 3255; of being gathered to the grave in peace, or being
buried, as denoting resurrection to new life and in this casec a life of
good, 2016, 2917, 10,360 ; of the eyes not sceing all the evil brought upon
the place as denoting, .evidently, that the good will neither see nor suffer
the punishment which evil brings upon itsclf, 696 ; and of word being
brought to the king as denoting that all these truths are perceived fully
by the good man of the New Church, 1288, vers. 1, 2.

This short chapter, containing an account of the first public acts of the
good king Josiah, may now he briefly reviewed for the sake of illustrating
and emphasising some of its teachings in the internal sense. The
first verse shews clearly that Josiah represents astate of the true church
and the coherence of all the parts of it, taken in their order, shews
the care with which, by Divine Wisdom, all the correspondences have
been selected and arranged. Is not the meaning of the name Josiah
wonderfully significant, and does not the meaning of his mother’s name
also exactly describe the origin of the state externally?  And what is
said of the names is also truc of the numbers; for although it be
historically true that this king was cight years old when he began
to reign, and that he reigned thirty-one years, yet these numbers,
as correspondences, exactly meet the requirements of the internal sense,
as 1s indeed the case in regard to numbers wherever they oceur in the
Word; but yet it is well for us occasionally to fix our attention on
particular instances, in order that we may be the more firmly convineed
that the Word is from the Lord, and that, in its inner meaning, it is truly
able to make us wise unto salvation.  But the second verse only con-
lirms the teaching of the first in terms quite familiar to us ; and then the
following verses to the end of verse seven are fully deseriptive of the
process by which good and truth are distinetly arranged by the Lord
m the regencrated man, and by which also good is made perfect by
truths.  These truths, however, have more fully occupied our attention
on a former occasion, chap. xii. 1-16, and a comparison of this chapter
with that will be profitable.  For as little comment occurs there, we may
now extend our remarks. IFirst then notice that the names Jehoash and
Josiah Dboth have the same meaning and thercfore the same general
correspondence, which in itself indicates a similar state of the church,
with such a difference as is involved in a different external origin,
for the one is “truth from good operating on the voluntary life,”
and the other “the good of truth acquired in temptations.” And
here it may be well to reflect that, speaking universally, no two states
of the church can ever be exactly alike, just as we know that no
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two human beings can be exactly alike to eternity ; and we may now
observe that these things are the result of a difference of external origin.
The Lord’s life or love flowing from Him is the same everywhere,
but the receptacles or forms into which that love flows in the creation
and regeneration of human beings, are never the same in any two
imstances.

But we notice next the singular fact that both Jehoash and Josiah
began to reign when they were quite children, the former being
sceven years old and the latter eight, these numbers again indicating
a distinction between the two states.  Again it is remarkable that
although both these kings were the rightful heirs to the throne of Judah,
hoth of thent were made kings under peculiar circumstances, and that the
real work of their reigns was not particularly described except as to
what happened after the former was twenty-three years king and
the latter cighteen, both these numbers, but still in different ways,
denoting the state preparatory to a state of good, or preparatory to a
state in which good can be made perfect by truths, chap. xi1. 6 ; xxii. 3.

And now be it observed, that the repairing of the breaches of the
house of the Lord, denotes somewhat similar to the building of it, which
could not be effected in the days of David but was accomplished in the
days of Solomon. Truly, during our life in this world, we are building
our spiritual and eternal habitations, as it were, beam by beam and stone
by stone through the acguisition of the good of truth ; but the edifice
cannot be properly raised or constructed until the realization of good in
the celestial state; and so it is only by the ministry of good and
the service of truth that the dreac/es of the house can be repaired, first,
as it owere, by the poduciple of good in the prepararory state, and
afterwards completely by the «ffection of good. And this making of
good perfect by truths may be illustrated by a comparison with what
takes place in our natural life.  The man who has an affection for
agriculture or for horticulture cannot from that affection alone, however
strong it may be, become ‘a good farmer or gardener, nor can a man,
who without any particular affection for these occupations, is taught and
trained in the science of them, become very good at them unless he come
into a stronger affection for his work. This is a matter of common
experience.  And these two cases will shew us the two states of good
without truth or knowledge, which requires to be made perfect by truth
or knowledge, and truth or knowledge without good, which requires
to be stimulated by the acquisition of good. Now the former is and
represents the celestial state and the latter the spiritual ;- and we may
casily see how impossible it is in cither of these preparatory states
to be perfect in agriculture or in horticulture.  But when the latter state
is improved by the acquisition of good or affection, and this good
or alffection begins to predominate over the mere desire to learn
@ business for the sake of living by it, then good or affection becomes
confirmed and the knowledge which has been acquired may now be fully
conjoined with that good or affection, and the good or affection may be
made perfect by this knowledge. And thus we may now see too, the
superiority of man’s truly celestial state, in which the breaches of
the house can be fully repaired, and also that in the inferior states the
man who has good or affection may, to some extent, acquire the
knowledge necessary for developing it, and the man who has knowledge,

stored up from the activity of some inferior affection, may at length

acquire a genuine affection for his work.

Now in the twelfth chapter it will be seen that there are some
very interesting particulars as to both the acquisition of truths by means
of which good may afterwards be made perfect, vers. 4-9; as to the
manner in which good may actually be made perfect by truths, vers. 10-12 ;
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and also as to the removal of those knowledges and affections which
may have served as means, but which form no proper part of the perfect
human character, vers. 11-16 ; while yet the honest principle of good and
truth which has all along been the central motive, now becomes
the genuine delight of good, which may for ever be trusted without any
reservation. And as some of these things are repeated in this chapter
the same explanation and illustration serves for both.

But now we come to consider the next division of this chapter, which
has reference to the finding of the book of the Law in the house of the
Lord, and denotes the reopening of the Word, at a time, and in a state
of the church, immediately preceding consummation. And here it will
be well for the reader to notice first the connection between the collect-
ing of the money for repairing of the breaches, and utilising it for that
purpose, with the finding of the book. Let it be observed that the desire
of the heart for the full realization of good, and thus for the making perfect
of the human character by truths properly applied to the life, contributes
to the enlightenment of the intellect, so that there is a state of prepared-
ness for the manifestation of more interior truths. To the good man
earnestly seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness, amid many
trials, the revelation of Divine Truth may be for wise reasons delayed,
but it is sure to come in the end. Now this is the reason why the book
of the Law was found just at the time when the money was counted ; and
it is also a reason why it was the pr7es? who found the book and then
delivered it to the scribe.  And hence the contents, internally, of verses
8-10 arc somewhat illustrated, it being perceived that now Shaphan, in
relation to the king, aptly represents the natural man in relation to the
spiritual man and to the Lord.  But in verses 11-13 inclusive, we have
fully described the first effects of the opening ol the Word. Tt reveals
the true state of the corrupted church, especially as to doctrine.  This
is denoted by the king rending his clothes. “When the Son of Man
cometh shall He find faith on the carth?” Luke xviii. 8. And then the
two following verses shew, in a remarkable way, another effect. There
is, in consequence of the opening of the Word, a powerful influx from the
Lord through all the heavens, giving to thosc who are in good a strong
desire to search the Word, and to endeavour to discern through its
literal sense, what the spiritual sensce teaches concerning the corrupted
state of the general church. Is it not clear that, in the present day, there
is in the Christian church uncertainty as to the true nature of the sacred
oracles, some being disposced to deny their spiritual value, others being in
a state of doubt, others relying on mere authority, and a few only having
a gencral and obscure perception that they are areal revelation by virtue
of some hidden power and meaning which is not understood? But to
the man of the New Church a revelation is made, and the truth is fully
manifested——namely, that the old evils and crrors must be swept away,
and that a new state of spiritual life and spiritual light is dawning ; and
this really is the gencral teaching of the remaining part of this chapter.
But notice particularly the description of the Word as set forth in the
fourteenth verse.  How wonderfully here again do all the correspond-
ences cohere ! Such an arrangement cannot be the work of any ingenious
man, who contrived all these things, when, from his own finite brain,
he conceived the writing of these books, and yet in writing gave no out-
ward sign of any knowledge of spiritual things made known by corre-
spondences.  Nor can the spiritual sense now drawn forth, by means of
revealed correspondences, from the Word in various parts, first by an
appointed revelator, and afterwards by many others through the aid of
the revealed law of interpretation, be the feeling and thought of any
finite mind. It is in reality the Word of the Lord revealed by the Lord
for the use of the man of the church in this New Age, as the fifteenth
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verse shews. And finally, the consequences of this revelation are, first
that the true nature of evil and of good is discovered ; secondly, men
see that evil brings its own punishment, as stated in the sixteenth and
seventeenth verses; and thirdly, they perceive that good is its own re-
ward, as plainly appears from verses eighteen to twenty.
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LoAnd the king sent, and
they gathered unto him all
the elders of Judah and
of Jerusalem.

2. And the king went up to
the house of the LORD, and
all the men of Judah and all
the inhabitants of Jerusalem
with him, and the priests,
and the prophets, and all
the people, both small and
great: and he rcad in their
cars all the words of the
book of the covenant which
was found in the house of
the LORD.

3. And the king stood by
the pillar, and made a cove-
nant before the l.oRrD, to
walk after the ILLowrb, and
~to keep his commandments,
and his testimonies, and his
statutes, with all /s heart,
and all /s soul, to confirm
the words of this covenant
that were written in this
book : and all the people
stood to the covenant.

4. And the king com-
manded Hilkiah the high
priest, and the priests of the
second order, and the keepers
of the door, to bring forth

1. And under the ruling prin-

- ciple of the New Church, which

is faith from charity, are consoci-
ated all the leading truths of the
church both as to affection and
intelligence.

2. And there is, in this church,
the conjunction of truth with
good, or of faith with charity,
and consequently of all the ex-
ternal powers of the mind there-
with—namcly, every truth of
good, and every good of truth,
every celestial good and cvery
spiritual truth, all truths, in fact,
of every quality; and to this
church the Word of the Lord is
opened as to its spiritual sense,
which gives conjunction with
the Llord, because it is from the
Lord.

3. And the man of this church,
having the Word in the letter, is
thereby conjoined with the Lord,
in determining to live according
to the truths of the Word, as to
alfection  and  thought internal
and external, from the pure love
of good and the understanding
of truth, and by his actions to
confirm himself in Divine truths,
so that every truth in him is
fully established in good.

4. And therefore there is an
influx from the Tord into the
celestial, spiritual, and natural
degrees of his life prompting him
to purify his mind, established
in the truth of good, (rom every

606

CHAPTER XXIIT 667

out of the temple of the
Lorp all the vessels that
were made for Baal, and for
the Asherah, and for all the
host of heaven: and he
burned them without Jeru-
salem in the fields of Kidron,
and carried the ashes of them
unto Beth-cl.

5. And he put down the
idolatrous priests, whom the
kings of Judah had ordained
to burn incense in the high
places in the cities of Judah,
and in the places round
about Jerusalem; them also
that burned incense unto
Baal, to the sun, and to the
moon, and to the planets,
and to all the host of heaven.

6. And he brought out the
Asherah from the house of
the LORD, without Jerusalem,
unto the brook Kidron, and
burned it at the brook Kidron,
and stamped it small to
powder, and cast the powder
thereof upon the graves of
the common people.

7. And he brake down the
houses of the sodomites, that
were in the house of the
Lorp, where the women
wove hangings for the
Asherah.

8. And he brought all the
priests out of the cities of
Judah, and defiled the high
places where the priests had
burned incense, from Geba
to Beer-sheba: and he brake
down the high places of the

scientific encouraging the love
of evil and falsity internally
and externally; and consequently
these false and evil scientifics
are separated from the truths of
the church, and are condemned
as from infernal love; but their
forms, being vastated of evil
and falsity, are made service-
able to ultimate natural good.

5. Also the man of this church
rejects all corrupted interior
affections, supported by false
doctrines from evil love, which
assume the semblance of worship
through the natural affections
perverted by falsity from evil,
internal and external; also all
exterior affections of self-love as
to evil and falsity internal and
external.

6. Again, the man of the New
Church rejects entirely the
doctrine of faith without charity,
because it is contrary to the
genuine truth of the letter of
the Word, by which it is per-
ceived to be from self-love, and
void of all good, producing the
vastation of all truths in those
who confirm it.

7. Moreover he rejects- also
the corrupt affections by which
the conjunction of good and
truth is broken or violated, and
through which faith without
charity is made to appear true
and holy, by falsities.

8. This good man also separ-
ates evil affections from the
doctrine of the true church,
perceiving that those evils have
corrupted the natural affections
by false worship, and this as to
ultimate things as well as to
things internal; he also over-
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gates that were at the enter-
ing in of the gate of Joshua
the governor of the city,
which were on a man’s left
hand at the gate of the city.

0. Nevertheless the priests
of the high places came not
up to the altar of the LLORD
in Jerusalem, but they did
eat unleavened bread among
their brethren.

10. And hedefiled Topheth,
which is in the valley of the
children of Hinnom, that no
man might make his son or
his daughter to pass through
the fire to Molech.

11. And he took away the
horses that the kings of
Judah had given to the sun,
at the entering in of the
house of the T.oRD, by the
chamber of Nathan-melech
the chamberlain, which was
in the precinets; and he
burncd the chariots of  the
sun with fire.

12. And the altars that
were on the roof of the upper
chamber of Ahaz, which the
kings of Judah had made, and
the altars which Manasseh
had made in the two courts
of the house of the Lornb,
did the king break down, and
beat #Zem: down from thence,
and cast the dust of them
into the brook Kidron.

comes, in himself, the merely
natural love of knowledge, by
which, at first, there is an
entrance into the doctrine of
the church concerning salvatioh
through the excrcise of the
mtellectual powers.

9. But nevertheless the natural
affections remain  distinguished
from celestial and spiritual affec-
tions, appropriating pure good,
unmixed with falsities, even in
their own degree, and upon
their own plane.

ro. The man of the New
Church also, overcomes the
power of hell, or the merely
sensual life, ~perceiving its de-
pravity and profanity : and thus
he no longer corrupts his truths
or vood affections by sclf-love
acting  through  falsified truths
and scensual delight.

1. He also destroys, in him-
sclf, all self~derived intelligence
appertaining  to the corrupted
celestial church by which the
true worship of the Lord is per-
verted inits commencement,
consisting in the pride of acquir-
ing interior knowledges having
relation to the Lord : and he
overcomes all doctrine from self-
love by the force of celestial
love.

12. And thus, in short, he
penetrates into and destroys in
himself the inmost principles of
corrupted worship, the work of
the perverted church from self-
love, and also its exterior prin-
ciples as to cvil and crror from
the love of the world ; and these
things he does thoroughly, con-
demning all corrupt worship by
the power of the Word in
ultimates.
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13. And the high places
that were before Jerusalem,
which were on the right hand
of the mount of corruption,
which Solomon the king of
[sracl had builded for Ash-
toreth the abomination of
the Zidonians, and for
Chemosh the abomination of
Moab, and for Milcom the
abomination of the children
of Ammon, did the king
defile.

14. And he brake in pieces
the pillars, and cut down the
Asherim, and filled their
places with the bones of
men.

15. Moreover the altar
that was at Beth-cl, and the
high place which Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, who made
[srael to sin, had made, even
that altar and the high place
he brake down; and he
burned the high place and
stamped it small to powder,
#£d burned the Asherah.

1o, And as Josiah turnced
himsclf, he spiced the sepul-
chres that were there in the
mount; and he sent, and
took the bones out of the
sepulchres, and burned them
upon the altar, and defiled it,
according to the word of the
LorD which the man of God
proclaimed, who proclaimed
these things.

17. Then he said, What
monument is that which 1

13. And in this way the man
of the New Church completely
overcomes every evil affection
appertaining to the perverted
church which belongs to the
corrupted will through the abuse
of celestial love—namely, the evil
of faith without charity from the
love of exterior knowledges, the
false principle arising from the
adulteration of good, and the evil
principle from the falsification of
truth.

14. And thus, too, he destroys
corresponding exterior evils and
falsities, disclosing that they are
merely external and defiled from
self-love.

15. Also he destroys in him-
sell the cvil which belongs to
the  corrupted understanding,
with its false worship from the
abuse of the knowledges of good
and truth, by the institution of
external worship separate from
mternal, disclosing that it is
nothing but infernal self-love and
the condemned falsity thence
derived, and that thus, too, its
faith, being void of charity, is
but a form of sclf-love.

16. I'or when there is investi-
gation into the state of the cor-
rupted church, it is perceived to
be one of total vastation, so that
its worship is entirely from the
falsities of man’s proprium, and
is therefore polluted and vile
according to the testimony of
truth from good, or of faith from
charity, which is from the Word
of the Lord in the man of the
true church.

17. But it is perceived to be
otherwise with those who are in
the faith of charity, for they are
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see? And the men of the
city told him, It is the
sepulchre of the man of God,
which came from Judah, and
proclaimed these things that
thou hast done against the
altar of Beth-el.

18, And he said, Let him
be; et no man move his
bones. So they let his bones
alone, with the bones of the
proplict that came out of
Samaria.

1. And all the houses also
of the high places that were
in the cities of Samaria,
which the kings of Israel had
made to provoke tZe Lord to
anger, Josiah took away, and
did to them according to all
the acts that he had done in
Beth-el.

20. And he slew all the
priests of the high places
that were there, upon the
altars,and burned men’s bones
upon them ; and he returned
to Jerusalem.

21. And the king com-
manded all the people, say-
ing, Keep the passover unto
the LoRrRD your God as it is
written in this book of the
covenant.

22. Surely there was not
kept such a passover from

regenerated by that faith, and
bear testimony to the state of
the corrupted church, as being
one of total vastation in conse-
quence of external worship
separate from internal being
confirmed.

18, And therefore it is per-
ceived  that such  persons by
regeneration enjoy their own
heavenly life in a  proprium
vivificd by the Lord. And this
is true in regard to men of the
external as well as men of the
internal church.

19. And the man of the New
Church rejects also all impure
natural affections appertaining to
the external of the corrupted
spiritual ~ church, which = have
been perverted by falsitics so as
to causc aversion [rom the Lord,
just as he rejects its internal
evils and falsities.

20. And thus he totally
abolishes in himself the inmost
principles of all corrupted wor-
ship confessing that it is profane,
and grounded only in the falsities .
ol man’s proprium or of his own
selfish  desires and phantasies.
And thus he abides steadfastly
in the truth of good.

21. And therefore he 15 now
preparcd by influx from the Lord
into all his lower powers re-
cipient of truths, to be [fully
conjoined to the lord by Re-
generation and the reception
of innocence grounded in
charity, because this is the
natural effect of the operation of
the Word by which conjunction
with the Lord is promoted.

22. And this state of Regenera-
tion is superior to all previous
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the days of the judges that
judged Israel, nor in all the
days of the kings of Israel,
nor of the kings of Judah ;

23. But in the cighteenth
year of king Josiah was this
passover kept to the LoRD in
Jerusalem.

24. Moreover them that
had familiar spirits, and the
wizards, and the teraphim,
and the idols, and all the
abominations that were spied
in the land of Judah and in
Jerusalem, did Josiah put
away, that he might confirm
the words of the law which
were written in the book that
[Milkiah the priest found in
the house of the LLORD.

25. And like unto him was
there no king before him, that
turned to the LORD with all
his heart, and with all his
soul, and with all his might,
according to all the law of
Moses; neither after him
arosc there any like him.

26. Notwithstanding the
LorD turned not from the
fierceness of his great wrath,
wherewith his anger was
kindled against Judah, be-
cause of all the provocations
that Manasseh had provoked
him withal.

preparatory states of conjunction
with the Lord by simple obedience,
by the intelligence of truth lead-
ing to good, or by a state of good
acting by truths.

23. IYor it is the result of
complete purification from evils,
through a full course of conflicts
against evil and victories over it
by the man of the true church.

24. Moreover the man of the
New Church rejects, by the power
of celestial love and the light of
spiritual truth, every deception
which makes falsity appear like
truth, and evil appear like good,
with every image and symbol
thereof in external worship, and
every ultimate form of selfishness
either as to affection or thought
in the external man, in order that
his life may be in complete con-
formity with the truths revealed
in the Spiritual Sense of the
Word of the Lord to him who is
in good.

25. Nor is it possible that any
previous state of the church, or
of the individual can equal that
of the Lord in Hisglorifiedhuman
life, or of the man of the New
Church thence derived, who is
regenerated fully as to the will,
as to the understanding, and as
to the life, by the Word of the
Lord. Nor can any future state
exceed this. :

26. Nevertheless the man of
the corrupted celestial church is
totally averse from the intensity
of the Divine Love, which, to him,
is torment, because of his having
confirmed in himself evil and
falsity, and thus become opposed
to and forgetful of the truth of
good.



off this citv winich I have
chosen, even Jerusalem, and
the house of which I said,

My namc shall be there
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are they not wiitten e the
bhoole of the chronicles of the

kings of Judah?

29. In his days Pharaoh-
necoh king of Lgypt went up
against the king of Assyria
to the river Euplnates and
king Josiah went against him ;
111(1 he slew him 1t Mcmddo,
when he had seen him.

30. And hisservantscarried
hirn in a chariot dead from
Mesidde, and brousht him to
Jeerusalem, and buried him in
bi o ’;)’;vlj’,}J'!": el the
people of  the  land  took
Jehoahaz the son of Josiah,
and anointced him, and made
him king in his father's stead.

31. Jehoahaz was twenty
and three years old when he
began to reign; and he
rerrned three months in
](,rus(tlcm and his mother’s
name was Hamutal, the
daughter of ]eremiah of
Libnah.

And he did that which
was e\rll in the sight of the

o izlsities from™
1tns, because of the
opposition of falsity from evil,
in the corrupted church to
Divine Truth from Divine Good,
and also to Divine Good from
which is Divine Truth.
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,tml/ mscrhed on his interior
memory, bhoth as to things of the

understanding and of the will.

29. Notwithstanding, however,
the depraved natural man rises up
against the enlightened rational
faculty of the man of the New
Church, and is opposed by the
faith and life of that Church;
and, when the natural man pre-
vails, the church is vastated by
falsity from evil in the extremes.

3o0. But the new natural man
preserves, in true doctrine, the
Iifc of the New Church, deliver-
gt fmm falsitv by the truths
of e chiarch s o that the man
of this church is raised to life
in an external corresponding to
his internal; while falsity con-
jomed with evil in the corrupted
church produce a state of vasta-
tion there.

-And this state is one of
the full conjunction of evil with
falsity, and of faith without
charity throughout, the external
origin of \\hwh is thetheat of
atuml love from the confirma-
tion of the false principle as the
truth.

32. And consequently it is a
state of opposition to - Divine

; ana phL e JanO 10 a
tribute of an hundred talents
of silver and a talent of gold.

34. And  Pharaoh-nccoh
made Lliakim the son of
Josiah king in the room of
Josiah his father, and changed
his name to Jehoiakim ; but
he took Jehoahaz away ; and
he came to Egypt, and died
there.

35. And Jchoiakim gave
the silver and the gold to
Pharaoh; but he taxed the
land to glve the money ac-
cording to the commandment
of Pharaoh; he exactgd the
silver and the gold of the
people of the land, of every
one according to his taxation,
to give it unto Pharaoh-necoh.

36. Jchoiakim was twenty
and five years old when he
began to reign; and he
rcigned eleven years in Jeru-

salem: and his mother’s
name was Zebidah the
daughter of DPedaiah of

Rumah.

37. And he did that which
W 1s cvxl in the sight of the
LLORD, according to all that
his fathers had done.
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arfectlons of such per:ons. taking
away all spmtual power : bc351des
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34. Also  the natural  man
exalts falsified truth in the cor-
rupted church in opposition to
faith from charity; and more-
over he gives to this falsified
truth a new quality by confirm-
ing it from evil, changing the
state of corruption into one
which is merely natural, and a
state of total vastation.

35. So that, in this state, all
truths and all good affections are
ascribed to the natural man, and
the corrupted church is under
compulsion by natural love dic-
tating hy falsity from evil; and
this he does not only as to the
will but as to the understanding,
and as to every particular affec-
tion: and thus the merely
natural man entirely rules.

36. And hence the state is one
of fulness as to corruption and
fulness also as to the perversion
of truth, the external origin of
which is the lust of gain springing
from self-love in a state of the re-
jection of good.

37. And therefore it is a state
of opposition to Divine Truth
from Divine Good peculiar to
the corrupted church.



1. Thos iz evilent because by the king)
of the New Church, chap. xxii. 1, 2 ; by being ga
to be associated, 6112 ; and by the elders og]u b
noted all the leading truths of the church as to affecti
6524, 6525, 3054, Jo2.

2. This is clearly scea from the signification of the king go
the house of the Lord as denoting the conjunction of faith and ch
in a state of elevation, 1672, 3720, 1543 : of all the men of Judah and’
habitants of Jerusalem with him, as denoting all external powers, because
the elders named in the last verse | powers. and inhabitants
denoie thoze who yie those who are in
truths and hus the o hof good. 3654, and
the . g of Jerusalem denote every good of wuth. 4oz 5 of the
priests as denoting every celestial good. 1728, the prophets as denoting

are in good

5}

every spiritual wurh, 2534, and all the people ]nuh‘sm;tll and great as
denoting all truths of every quality, 12359, 8458-8459, 2227; and of
reading in their cars all the words of the book of the covenant which
was found in the house of the Lord, as denoting that to this church the
Word of the Lord is opened as to its spiritual scnse, which gives con-
junction with the Lord because it is from the Lovd. chap. xxit. 8.

denotes having the Word U lewer, 3130, ¢106, 757 5 that mlukmg
a covenant before the Lord, denotes conjunction with Him, 666 ; that
walking after the Lord and keeping His commandments, denotes to live
according to Divine Truths as to affection and thought internally, 519,
2001, 3382; that keeping His testimonies and Ilis statutes, denotes to
do the same externally, 4197, 3382; that with all the heart and all
the soul, denotes from the pure love of good, and the understanding
of truth, 2930; and that to contirm the words of the covenant that
were written i this book, denotes to be confirmed in Divine Truths
by his actions, 984 : while by all the people standing to the covenant
is denoted that every wuth is fully established in good, because people
denote truths, 1259, and the covenant denotes conjunction, 666.

4. This 15 true because the king, in the supreme sense, denotes the
Lord, 1728 commanding denotes - intluy, 5486 5 Thlkiah the high
pricst denotes the celesual degreey 1728 0 the priests ol the second
order denote the spiritnal degree as is evident, and the keepers of
the gdoor denote the natural degree, 372, 233605 clearing the temple of
the Lord, denotes to purify the mind estblished in the wruth of good,

L |);.' }uin,jm"{ Gl T ]J]fliHI; denoted the removal of lh(ﬁ»g 1hings
depore b Lol sl snd b i aaion, aaed Leodie weniple of
the Lo, o ot awencd o e Louse ol the Lord, s denoted

truth as distinguished from good, 37205 the vessels made for Baal
and Asherah denote scientifics made serviceable to, or encouraging
the Tove of evil and falsity, 30795 chape svie 105 the vessels made
for the host of heaven, denote the same things externally) 3448
burning those things without Jerusalem in the fields o Kidron, de-
notes the scparation ol such Galse and evil scientifics from the trath
of the church, o2, and condemning them as from infernal love, 1861,
44405 1 Kings ii. 37, xv. 135 and carrying the ashes to Deth-cl denotes
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6. This is demonstrated from the signifcation of the Asherah as de-
noting  the doctrine of faith without charity, because it denotes the
doctrine of what is false from what is evil, and because Asherah is
associated with Baal, 10,644 ; chap. xiii. 6; 1 Kings xvi. 32, 33;.0f
bringing the Asherah from the house of the Lord to the outside of
Jerusalem as denoting entire rejection, 3720, 402 ; of the brook Kidron
: : focthe Lierdd sense of the Word, vers 1 of stamoing the

1

7. This appears thus: sodomites denote the corrupt affections by
which the conjunction of zood and truth is broken or viclated,
Kings : and “where the women wove ha
through wiich faith without charity i3 made w0
by falsities. because by women are here denoted
corrupt affections, 409, 8979; by weaving, the operation of the will,
99135, and by hangings, like garments, are denoted truths, but in this
case, lalsities made to appear as truths, and also to appear holy, since
the original word translated /Zazngings means houses or tents, 2180,
2570, 2233, 2234, 414

24
240

5 .

8. This is obvious when it is remembered that priests denote both
good and evil alfections according to the subject, 3670; that cities
denote doctrines, 4oz that cities of Judah denote doctrines having
relition to good, 3654 ; that defiling the high places where the priests
had burned incense, denotes that the natural affections are corrupted
by fulse worship, ver. 55 47445 that from Geba to Beer-sheba, denotes
as to altimates and as to things internal. because Geba lav on the
northern border of the kingdom of Judah, and Beer-sheba at the
southern extremity, and by the latter is denoted interior doctring,
20614, 2723; that breaking down the high places at the gates, denotes
to overcome the merely natural Tove of knowledge, 2722, 1453, 2043 ;
1605 that the gate of Joshua denotes entrance into the doctrine of
the church concerning salvation, 8595, 10,557 ; and that its being on
the Teft hand at the gate of the city, denotes the excrcise of the in-
tellectual powers, gbog, 9730.

0. This is seen from the following considerations :—by the pricsts
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remaining at their own places is denoted that the natural affections
remain distinguished from celestial and spiritual affections, because
by the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem is denoted worship from celestial
love and spiritunal love, 9964, 2466 ; and by the places round about,
and more or less distant from Jerusalem, are denoted external or
natural affections, 3084 ; and by their cating unleavened bread among
their brethren is denoted  the appropriation of pure  good  unmixed
with falsites i their own degree; and upon their own plane, hecause
cating denotes appropriation, 2187, unleavened  bread  denotes good
unmixed with falsities, 2342, and amonyg  their brethren, denotes in
their own degree, and upon their own plane, 3815

1o. This is shewn as follows :-—Topheth denotes the hell where reigns
the direful and cruel love of destroying all the truths and goods of the
church, especially where reigns the cruel lust of (lu.tm}mu innocence,
AE. 376, the valley of Hinnom denotes the profanation of the goods
and truths of the church, ~1./2. 1083 ; and to make a son or daughter
pass through the fire to Molech denotes to corrupt truths or good
affections by sclf-love acting through falsificd truths and sensual
delights, because by sons are denoted truths and by daughters good
Caffections, 489, fire denotes sclf-love, 934, and Molech denotes falsified
truths and sensual delight, since he was the god of the Moabites and
Ammonites who signify adulterated good aflections, and  falsified
truths, 2468. ‘

This is demonstrated from the signitication of horses as denoting
intelligence, 27615 of the kings of Judah as denoting the corrupted
celestial church, 30545 of the sun as denoting, in this place, self-love,
24415 of “at the entering in of the house of the Lord,” as denoting the
perversion of the true worship of the Lord in its commencement, 3720,
2350 ; of “the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlaing which was in
the preeinets,” as denoting the pride of acquiring interior knowledges
having relation to the Lord, because Nathan-melech means #e g7/ of the
Ling, and therefore denotes interior knowledges of truth from the Lord,
1072, 8899, and the chamberlain denotes also what is interior, 4789 ;
and of burning the chaviots of the sun with fire as denoting (o overcome
all doctrine from self-love by the force of celestial love, 5321, 2441,
934

This is scen thus: the altars on the roof of the upper chamber
of \]11/ denote the immost principles of corrupted \\mxlnp hecause by an
altar is denoted worship, g5, by the rool s denoted what is - inmost,
10,184, by an upper chamber s denoted what s mtuun 30900, and ])_\f

Ahaz is denoted corrupted worship, (.lnl) Xvic 1t whice I the kings of

Judah shad made,” denotes the work of the perverted  church from
self-love, 1682, 47505 the altars which Manassch had made in the
two courts of the house of the Lord, denote the exterior principles
of corrupted worship as to cvil and crror from the love of the world,
because by the two courts are denoted what is exterior, in this casce, as to
evil and crror, 9741, and by Manassch is denoted corrupted worship from
the love of the world, chap. xxic 1 and breaking down these altars,
evidently denotes  destruction spiritually - understood, 16645 while
by casting the dust of them into the brook Kidron is (](]]()[(,(l that all
such \\n]:h\[) 15 condemned entively as being infernaly by the power of the
literal sense of the Word, ver. 4.

3. This is proved as follows: Dy high places are denoted  evil
affections, 27225 by “before Jerusalem” s denoted what  appertains

’
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to the perverted church, 4o02; by “on the right hand,” is denoted
what belongs to the will, bccausc good is of the will and truth is of the
undexsmndmo 9604, 9736 ; by the mount of corruption which Solomon
the king of lsnel had bmlded is denoted the abusc of celestial 1ove,
795 ; i I\mgs xi. 7, 33; by Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians is
denoted  the evil of faith without charity springing from the abuse of the
love of exterior knowledges, 1 Kings xi. 5. 335 12015 by Chemosh
the abomination of Moab is denoted the false principle arising from the
adulteration of good, 1 Kings xi. 7, 33; 2468 ; and by Milcom the
abomination of the children of Ammon is denoted the cvil principle from
the falsification of truth, 1 Kings xi. 5, 33 ; 2468.

This is thus shewn: to break in pieces denotes to destroy
spiritually, 1664 ; pillars and Asherim denote exterior evils and falsities,
3727, 10,6044 ; and filling their places with the bones of men, denotes the
disclosure that they are mercly external and are defiled from self-
love, 3812,

At this point it will be again useful to reflect upon the contents, in the
spiritual sensce, of the foregoing verses. To begin with, it is very clear
from all that is said of him, that Josiah the king of Judah, like his
predecessor Hezekiah, represents the state of the true church, chap. xxii.
15 and that they both do this, butin different ways, is cvident, because it
15 said concerning both that *““after him was none like him among all the
kings of Judah, nor among them that were before him,” chap. xviil. 5 ;
and this chapter, ver. 255 which statement, in the literal sense, could
not be true of Hezekiah if it was so of Josiah, nor of Josiah if<it was so of
Hezekiah, and henee we are Hound to look for a deeper meaning in both
cases, and this meaning we find to be the sublime truth embodiced in the
internal sense of both verses, which, of course, is identical.  No state
of finitec man can cqual the state, so to speak, of the Lord in His
Glortfication, s [Tuman made Divine being Life Itself; and no state of
the man of the church can exceed the celestial, or the state in which love
or wood is fully triumphant, nor can any higher principle than love to
the Lord and the neighbour, or the Tove of good and truth for the sake of
good and truth, cnable & man to become fully purified from evil and
crror. Hence then we sce why we have in this chapter the internal sensc
such as it is,

But we may next notice the order of that sense.  First we have the fact
that love celestial unites under it all leading powers and all subordinate
powers, and secondly itappears, that to all these the Word s opened as
Lo 1S Interior senses, vers. 1, 2. Thirdly it is interesting to note that,
nevertheless, the Word in its literal Sense, as to the genuine meaning
thereof is the basis of the covenant or conjunction between the Lord and
man, and that the man of the church 1s not only aware of this, but
is confirmed in ity ver. 35 and then we see how the process of purification
proceeds by the removal of all fallacies and appearances, by which,
m a less perfect state, the regencrating man has been more or less
deluded, while yet the ultimate form of the Word remains, and is indeed
the only adequate receptacle of its interior verities, ver. 4. This is none
other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.” Let not
anyone, therefore, imagine that the internal sense can be severed
from the literal sense, or that it can be /wlly expressed in ordinary
language, although ()1(1111(11')' language may, and indeed must, be used in
order to shew certain aspects of it, or to illustrate it.

But in the next two verses we learn that purification is cffected
not only as to thosc things which constitute the forms of religious worship
but also as to all affections of every Jdegree, and as to the doctrine of faith
without charity which has been regarded as interior in a perverted state
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of the church or of the individual ; and then the seventh verse shews that
purification must extend also to every affection by which the conjunction
of goodness and truth in the soul is vitiated, and also that there is a closer
connection, than is commonly imagined to exist, between such affections
and a barren and fictitous faith which is made (o appear outwardly
attractive, while in reality it is nothing more than a lifeless magce,
inducing spivitual inactivie: and deceiving it votarvies, with vain hopes of
safety. For how can a man expect salvittion, who lives ('()ll(il]\l:l|])', and
casily, according to the Tusts of (he flesh, the lusts of the eye, and the pride
of Tife; and while making no cffort to understand truth or to realize
goodness, imagines that a merely outward  conformity to religious
observances, combined with some external acts of piety and devotion,
and a persuasive belief that, somehow, the mercy of the Lord will
he extended to him at Tast if he but have o firm trust in the merits of the
Saviour, are sufficient to sccure for him the blessings of cternal life ?

But this whole chapter shews the fallacy of such imaginings. Ior
regeneration, all along its line of progress, is inevitably succeeded by
purification, 10,2395 and so it follows that when (hose things which
are inmost have been cleansed of their defilements, then things ex-
terior and external are operated upon, and this operation is described
in the eighth and ninth verses, it being also shewn in the latter (hat
the distinction in the degsees of man’s life remains even after regenera-
tion and puritication, or perhaps more properly speaking that i is, as
itowere, mtensitied, bheenuse (e puriticd soul now has o clearer per-
ception than he before had of that distinetion,

And then, still further, it is clearly apparent from the interior contents
of the next two verses, that the exterior natural or sensual planc of man’s
life shares in the benetits arising from real regeneration, and this de-
scription is followed by a general summary in verses 12-14 of the entire
process of maw’s purification from inmost principles to things most ex-
ternal, as 7o the i/l and we shall now see, as we proceed, that in the
next six verses, purification is also described distinetly as 70 the wnde)-
standing.

15. This is plain from the signification of (he altuw at Beth-cl as de-
noting the evil which belongs to the corrupted understanding, 1 Nings
Xii. 33, Nl 1-6 5 of Jeroboam the son of Nebal as denoting the corrupted
understanding, 1 Kings xi. 26 ; of making Isracl to sin as denoting the
mstitution, in the spiritual church, of extornal worship separate from in-
ternal, 1 Kings xiis 30-33 1 of breaking down and buming the altar and
the high phce as denoting the disclosure (hat such worship is nothing
but aform of seli-love, 1664, 1861 ; of stamping the high place small (o
powder as denoting the condemmation of such worship-as false, 7418 ;
and of burning the Asheyah as denoting that its faith, being void of
charity, is but a form of self-love, ver. 6,

16. This is demonstrated thus by Josiah turning himsclf and spying,
is denoted investigation into the state of the corrupted church, specifically
into the state of the corrupted spiritual church, or of the corrupted under-
standing, 6226, 2150 ; by the sepulchres in the mount is denoted a state
of total vastation, 436, 4785, 1601 1 by hones are denoted the Talsities
of man’s proprium, 3812 ; by burning them upon the altar and polluting
it, is denoted pollution and vileness, 1861 i by the word of the Lord is
denoted Divine Truth from Divine oo, 1288, 2001 5 and by the man
of God s denoted one who is in fith from charity: which is from the
Lovd, 1 Kings yiii. 1.

7. This s evident because saying denotes perception, 18225 “\What
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monument is that?” denotes concerning those in the faith of charlty%
because it was the monument erected to the memory of the 1man: o
God, ver. 16; the men of the city denote those who are in cfogugi
concerning that faith, 4oz2; “It is the sepulchre of“the‘n]mn o} {1(-)01;1
denotes regeneration by that faith, 2916, 2917 ; and “which Cﬁmet or
Judah and proclaimed those things which thou hast donc agains %
altar in Beth-cl” denotes testimony as to_ the state of the <,mfuxp.tccl
church as being one of total vastation In- conscquence ’of (.::\'yunzl
worship separate from internal being confirmed, 1 Kings chap. xiii. 1-5.

18. This is proved thus: by saying is denoted perception, 1822 ;..l.)y
the man of God from Judah are denoted those m“fzuth from charity,
and thus those who are regenerated, ver. 165 by “let no man movg
his bones,” and his bones being left alone, is 'denot‘cq‘ﬂ{a% SLS:
persons cnjoy their own heavenly life in a proprium vivified )yt :)ef:_
Lord, 147-151; and by the bones of the prophet that c‘ame ?u> o
Samaria are denoted the regenerated man of the external church,
because Samaria denotes the spiritual church, 2702; and J;L}dz}h 't]).e
celestial, 3054 ; and the former 1s external to the latter, 1 Kings xii.
30-32.

19. This is manifest from considering that Josiah denotes Flne Iman
of the New Church, chap xxiic 15 that the houses of the high p aces
that were in the cities of Samaria, denote impure affections zl[}pr.{l-
taining o the external of the corrupted spiritual church, ()r] ()l't)(::
corrupted  understanding of the individual, 2722, 4o2, 2702, 1Jccilpjlc
its internal impure affections arc denoted by the altar and the '1?2)1,
place at Beth-cl, ver. 155 that “which the kings of Isracl had mad 5
denotes what has been perverted by falsities, 1682, 3654 ; ‘t.hat F])lqO-
voking the Lord to anger, denotes to cause aversion f1:om 11—111111, 3?;43
5798 ; and that doing to them according to all the aL‘t.s‘.tmt ],641]
done in Beth-cl, denotes the rejection of external impurities as well as

internal, ver. 13.

20. "This is evident from the signification of slaying all the priests of
the high places as denoting the total abolition of the inmost plrmcxllt)li:‘s
of all corrupted worship, 4727, 3670; of slaying them upon ;1]0 altars
as denoting the confession that they are profane, 10,208 ; 0 )ulm]ng
men’s bones upon the altars as denoting the c,onfcsspp thaigSLLc.l lml-
pure worship is only from the falsities of man’s proprium, 3 11_ ; mnt]c
of returning to Jerusalem as denoting to abide steadfastly in the truth
of good, 24606.

21. This appears thus: the king commanding all the p‘eop]e’, denotﬂes‘
influx from the Lord into all man’s lower powers, 1728, 5486, 6053 ;
keeping the passover unto the Lord your God, denotes full conjunction
with the Lord by regeneration, and thus the reception of 111110ce}1(:(3f
grounded in charity, 2342, 3994 ; and as it is written in the book o
the covenant, denotes that regeneration is the natural effect of t}le
operation of the Lord by the Word, by which conjunction is pro-
moted, 6804, 9396.

22. This is evident because the passover denotes in this instance full
regeneration and purification, as the whole of the mtc‘rnu]A .sen]s.c 1Ln
the previous part of the chapter shews 5 the days of the _)L»I(LL;(,S, (A.(,nolc
previous preparatory states of conjunction with the Lm.d 71,}, .slm]ic
obedience ; the days of the kings of Isracl, denote states -Uf,.“cf
intelligence of truth leading to good ; and th’c days of the kings o
judah, states of good acting by truths, 487, 98o0.
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23. This is demonstrated from the signification of the number cighteen
as denoting complete purification through a full course of conflict against
evil, and of victory over it, 1709 ; of the passover as denoting full con-
junction with the Lord, and the reception of innocence grounded in
charity, ver. 21 ; and of its Dbeing kept in Jerusalem as denoting with the
man of the true church, oz, 2606,

20, This is evident hecause by Josialiis denoted the man of the New
Church who is in cclestial love, chap. xxii. 1; by the book found in
the house of the Lord, according to which he acted, is denoted Divine
Truth or the Word, chap. xxii. 8, 9; by thosc who had familiar spirits
and by wizards are denoted cvery deception which makes falsity appear
like truth and evil appear like good, chap. xxi. 6: Dby the teraphim
and the idols are denoted images and symbols of such deceitful affections,
4162, 9824 ; Dy all the abominations are denoted every ultimate form
of selfishness, 2454, 6052, 7454 ; by Judah and Jerusalem are denoted
the church as to affection and thought, 3654. 402 ; and by confirming the
words of the law is denoted the bringing of his life into complete
conformity with the truths revealed in the spiritual sense of the Word
of the Lord to him who is in good, chap. xxii. 10, 11.

25. This may be seen when it is remembered that Josiah, in the
supreme sense, represents the Lord, 1728 and  thenee the man of
the churely, el saiic 1 that turning o the Lord with il his heart, and
soul, and might denotes (o be fully regenerated as to the will, as to
the understanding, and as to the life, 2930, 9930 5 that the Taw of Moses
denotes the Word of the Lord, 4859; and that none being like unto
Josiah either before or after him, denotes that no previous state of
the chuarch, or of the individual, nor any future state thereof, can exceed
that of the Lord in His glorified Human life, or of the man of the church
thence derived, chap. xviii. 5.

26. This is thus shewn: Manasseh denotes the man of the corrupted
celestial church, chap xxi. 1, 2; and the Lord not turning from the
fierceness of His wrath wherewith Tis anger was kindled against
Judah, because of the provocaton that Manasseh had provoked him
withal, denotes aversion from the intensity of the Divine Love, which
to the wicked man is torment, because of his having confirmed himself
in evil and falsity, and thus having become opposed to and for-
getful of the truth of good, 5034, 6097, 0358, 6350. '

27. This s scen from the signification of what the Lord says as
denoting what is according to Divine Order, 9398, 1728 5 of removing
Judah out of sight as denoting the separation of the evil from the good,
4750 ; of removing Isracl as denoting the separation of the false from
the true, 3654 : of casting off Jerusalem the city chosen as denoting the
opposition of falsity from evil in the corrupted church to Divine
Truth from Divine Good, 305, 386, 402, 3900 ; and of casting off the
the house in which is the Lord’s name as denoting the opposition of
those in evil from which is falsity to Divine Good in which is
Divine Truth, 3720, 2724.

28. This is seen from remembering that the rest of the acts of Josiah,
and all that he did, denote all the states of the man of the New Church,
and that their being written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of
Judah, denotes to be inseribed on the iterior memory both as to the
things of the understanding and willy chap. viii. 23, xii. 19,

29, This is proved as ollows :in his days, denotes in certain states of
the church, 487 ; Pharaoh-necoh king of Egypt, denotes the depraved

CHAPTER XXIIT 681

natural man, because Pharaoh means 2kaf which spoils, and Necoh
means struck, wounded, thus indicating a corrupt state of the natural
man, 5160, 6867, and Egypt also denotes the natural man, 4967 ; going up
denotes elevation, 1543 ; the king of Assyria denotes the rational faculty,
119, 1186 ; the Kuphrates denotes the good and _truth Qf the 1':1110_11:11
mind, and thus a state of enlightenment, 9341 ; Josiah going up against
Pharaoh denotes opposition by the man of the New Chureh ; and Josiah
being slain at Megiddo by Pharaoh-necoh denotes that [|l(,‘.(:01‘l;l.l])t(,‘d
celestial church is overcome by the merely natural man and is vastated
by falsity from cvil in the extremes, because Megiddo denotes the
love of honour and dominion prevailing in the church, and the extreme
falsities from the evil thence resulting, 4.R. 707, 839, and “when he
had seen him,” denotes when conflict had taken place and the natural
man had been victorious, chap. xiv. 8.

s0. This is seen from the signification of the servants of Josiah
as denoting the new natural man in opposition to Ph.araoh-necph
as denoting the depraved natural man, 3019, of carrying in a chariot
as denoting to be supported by true doctrine, 2762 ;5 of dead as denoting,
in this case, in the supreme sense in which it relates to the glorification
of the Lord, the entire rejection and putting off of the human nature
from the mother, 2818, and in a lower sense separation from the
depraved  natural man, and resurrection  into perfect _.'mg'c}lc .lllfe,
3408, 6221 of “from Megiddo,” as denoting separjition from falsities,
ver. 29 ; of Jerusalem as denoting the ll'Lllth ol the C}llll‘t'll, 4oz and
of being buried in the sepulchre as denoting resurrection to life in an
external corresponding to his internal, 2916, 29175 of the people of
the land as denoting falsity conjoined with cvil in the corrupted
church, because in the best sense it denotes Divine 'l ruth from Divine
Good, 1259, 3654 ; and of Jehoahaz as denoting, when anointed king,
a state of vastation, because it denotes the conjunction of evil
and falsity, chap. xiii. 1, 2; 9954, being, of course, taken in the
opposite sense on account of what follows concerning him.

And now we may again, with advantage, consider the ground we have
cone over from the end of the fourtcenth versc. Observe in the first
place that it was a king of Judah who purificd not only his own
particular province but the district of  Isracl also, both in regard to
Beth-cl and the other cities of Samaria.  Only the love of the Lord in the
heart can thoroughly purify the understanding both internally and
externally, This is the subject before us as far as the end of ghc
twenticth verse. And this state of purification can only come after
a long experience of the operation of the Lord and of the co-operation of
man in the spiritual state. It is not until Jove reigns supreme that a
man can sce, not only how imperfect, but also how condemned and
infernal, is all worship of the Lord from outward motives merely ; and it
is not without a great effort that we arc able, by the Lord’s help, to shake
off the influence of self and the world, even when we see that it defiles
our adoration of our God.  But this state, in which our own private
interest, and the approbation of our fellow-men, are no longer necessary
to stimulate us in doing right, must come at last, and it is represented
in the fifteenth verse and fully described in the internal sense, of
thatt verse and the following.  Perhaps some of us may be able to look
hack and remember the time when “the man of God came from
Judah by the word of the Lord,” and prophesied against oz altar.
But then we did not believe him. Now, however, we may realize how true
were his words, and may rejoice in the consciousness that love has
descended and is occupying the region ofy not only the spiritual, but even
the natural, man.
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But the contents of the two following verses, in their internal sense
arc also exceedingly interesting from a practical point of view. When
we look back over the years at our pilgrimage, we too may see the
monument.  If there was a bad side to our (:l{zll'ZI(ft(.‘l'S there was also
a good one; a wood one, that is, from *“the \\Y()l;(l’ of the Tord.”
Although our motives were mived, the good and (he true lnv'(-\'."lil('(.l
and regencration denoted by the sepulchree, with its monumental in.
seription, has heen the consequence.  Here is a testimony that no
stale o our religious experience has been without its use, and that
none can be lost. Many a time, like the prophet from JLI’L]Il]l when
we have been anxious to do our duty, we have been deceived and
b)ctmycd; and many a time also, like the old prophet that dwelt in
Beth-el, have we, with apparently the best motives, deceived' and
l?ct‘ljnycd our principle of good.  But all the same, according to these
verses, we now sce that, imperfect as our states then were, they had
their use. They prophesied truly, and their good 1'cm:1ins: although
the man of Judah, mn us, was only the principle of good and the
prophet of Israel the truth of our faith.  Compared with the perfect
state, indeed, they are like bones, for there was much of the proprium
m them, and there are people, even in the Grand Man of IHeaven
who correspond to the bones ; nor ean a man’s spiritual and celestial
311111(:]];:(‘-[‘j)\("l-IL”(”ll1::'];)111(.?:[\[(\1.‘ be well and strongly supported by a vigorous

But now after the puritication of the internal of the spiritual church
or man, by the activity of celestial wood, the purification of the external
must necessarily follow, and this is deseribed in the internal sense E)f
the _nmclccnth and  twentieth verses, the pollution of the :1[1:.11'5"111(1
particularly the slaying of the priests, emphatically indicating t‘lnt
now no worship from merely natural affections can  he tolerated ]);\t
only such as procceds from celestial love and, chariy, And here we
may notice a thing that is not very casily accounted for in the literal
sensc. Why should Josialh have spared the lives of the pricsts ;)f
Judah and yet have slain the pricsts of Samaria?  One might have
thought, perhaps, that it was because (hese pricsts although tf1e
offered  sacritices and  burned  incense in “high ])]Z’lCC\' » \vere stil){
worshippers of Jehovah, and also becanse thcly were ]-(’:\\'s and Anot
Israclites, and this may have been the reason ; but their peculiar
name does not scem to adit of it They were undoubtedly idolatrous
sriests, and the single Hebrew word used here, ver. 5, means, black
it Dicraiiyg, L;nn._\: Jogand therefore indicates, un'-rznsl)mul(.s;)li;nIl);.
Lh_p conjunction of falsity and evil; 3993, 9035, and also that these
priests were looked upon as idolaters.  Bul in the ciehth and ninth
verses these priests are not again called idolatrous [)1'5*515 but simply
priests, and they are spoken of in the ninth verse in such a way ’LS] t())
shew that after the destruction of their false worship  they Adli(l‘ not
represent idolutry, but true worship on a lower planc and’ from the
mternal sense, thercfore, we may now sce why they \\'(ll'(: spared, and
why this was not the case with the priests of Samaria. 1t was bc,c'l(use
the latter denote external worship scparated from internal \\‘hile‘the
formerdenote external worship in harmony  with il\l(‘l';llll' or in
(_)1]101‘ \\nnlf, the priests of Samaria denote natural affections \.(f arated
from the higher affections, while the priests of the cities ()l: ].Lu]l"th‘ de-
note nataral affections agreeing with the higher, A o

l’l‘m\-ulm;_ now, however, with (he I'('ln‘:!inillg" ten verses that we
lave o consider, it is 10 be observed that e more aman is )1‘1|'i(‘|cd
from all detilements the closer will be his conjunction with {11(]‘ lLLord
and that when puritication is completed, then that conjunction vwilll l.)(;
Tl as 1o all the degrees of bis lite. This therefore is the subject
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which now immediately follows in the spiritual sense, and which is
denoted by the great Passover. It is interesting to notice from the
twenty-first verse, that conjunction with the Lord is effected, after
purification, by influx and correspondence, and that the result of it is
a state of innocence denoted by the paschal lamb. Every state of
cood, indeed, is more or less a state of innocence, and this is re-
presented inthe first passover; and that there is perpetual purilication
with the man of the church, and also with the angels, is denoted by
the fact that the passover was to take place in the first month of the
year and on the fourteenth day of that month, 7828, And hence
then, when we speak of purification as being full as to all the degrees
of life, even that purification which is denoted by the work of Josiah,
we must be understood to mean that degree thereof which gives full
admission to heaven; for it is important to observe that after
admission into heaven man is no longer tempted by evil as he was
before, and hence there must be a remarkable difference between the
states of purification which precede admission into heaven, and those
which follow it. Now it is #2s completion of the work of Regenera-
tion that is described in our chapter from verse twenty-one to twenty-
three inclusive, and that is why the passover of Josiah is described as
being superior to any previous passover; and # is certainly very in-
structive to study the correspondences used as the basis of the internal
sense in these three verses.

But a difficulty may now arise as to the spiritual contents of the next
two verses.  Ior, it may be thought, why is further purification now de-
scribed, and why is Josiah sct forth as so superior to all the kings pre-
ceding him? ‘There are two reasons for this.  IFirst, these two verses
must be considered to be, in their inner sense, a summary description of
the whole process previously described in detail, as we have seen; and
secondly, the account in the twenty-fourth verse is intended to shew, in
the internal sense, that «a/Zer complete purification man can no longer be
deluded, as before he might be, by appearances, while from the next verse
we learn that the subject of regeneration has now attained what, to him,
is his maximum of good, which remains unchanged with him throughout
cternity.

In the two following verses it 1s easy to see that the condition of the
corrupted celestial church is again summarized, and then follows im-
mediately the familiar description of the end of that state of the general
church, and of the unalterable opposition of the state of the celestial man
to that of the merely nataral man, which necessarily results on the one
hand, with the good man, in the rejection of everything evil and false,
and on the other, with the bad man, in the rejection of everything good
and true; and it 1s this which is denoted by the death of Josiah on the
ficld of battle ; while lastly, the thirtieth verse describes, in its spiritual
sense, the final condition of the good, and also the perpetuation of the
condition of the wicked. These remarks will enable the student to sce
why the literal sense of this part of the chapter is such as it is, and also
the series of the internal sense.

31. This is plain because by Jehoahaz is denoted the corrupted
celestial church, ver. 305 by twenty is denoted conjunction, because it
is amultiple of two, 5194, 2280 ; by three months is denoted a full state
of faith without charity, 1825 ; 4./2. 935 ; and by his mother’s name being
Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah, is denoted that the ex-
ternal origin of the state is natural love from the confirmation of the
false principle as truth, because mother denotes the church as to external
origin, 1815, 3703, name denotes quality, 145, [Tamutal means /e shadote
of Qs healy and, therefore, in this case denotes natural love, 934, daughter
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denotes affection, 489, Jeremiah means the exaltation of the Lord, and
therefore in the best sense the confirmation of good and truth, but here,
in the opposite sense, the confirmation of evil and falsity, 8271, and

Libnah, which means whiteness, therefore denotes truth, and in this

lace falsity appearing as truth, 3093.
y aj I LAY N]

32. This is true because doing what is evil in the sight of the Lord
denotes opposition to Divine ‘T'ruth from Divine Good, 4839, 1728 5 and
according to all that his fathers had done, denotes what is peculiar to the
corrupted church, 4630.

33. This appears from the signification of PPharaoh-necoh as denoting
the depraved natural man, ver. 29 ; of putting Jehoahaz in bonds as
denoting to have dominion over the corrupted celestial man, 5037 ; of
Riblah, which means s#77/¢, as denoting, therefore, the same spiritually,
1664 ; of the land of Hamath as denoting the natural affections, chap.
xiv. 28 ; xvil. 24, 30; of not reigning in Jerusalem as denoting not hav-
ing spiritual power, 402, 4691 ; of a tribute of four hundred talents of
silver as denoting a binding through an abundance of falsities, 6394,
7984, 425 ; and of a talent of gold as denoting a determined state of evil,
425, As silver and gold denote truth and good, however, the tribute paid
to Pharaoh-necoh may here be taken to denote the Zosy of truth and good
to the corrupted man 5 but because this loss is occasioned by falsity and
evil prevailing and being confirmed, the terms are taken in the opposite
sense.

34. This is evident because Pharaoh-necoh denotes the natural man,
ver. 29 ; ILhakim the son of Josiah denotes, in the best sense, truth con-
firmed from good, because IKhakim means the reswrrection ov confirniation
of God, 290, 2001, but here falsificd truth because Pharaoh-necoh took
him ; Josiah denotes, as a king, faith from charity, 1672 ; chap. xxii. 1;
changing the name denotes to change the quality, 145 ; Jchoiakim means
the sesurrection or confirmation of the Lord, and thercfore denotes good
contirmed, and hence in the opposite sense evil confirmed, 290, 2001, and
this change of name may be understood the better, if it is remembered
that when the wicked are vastated as to truthy they can no longer falsify
it, and then that what ¢y call truth is in reality falsity from evily 2455 ;
taking Jehoahaz away, denotes to change the state of corruption, ver. 30
and his coming to Egypt and dying there, denotes o state merely natural
and vastation, 5013, 5.407.

35. This is thus demonstrated: by Jehoiakim 1s denoted falsity
from evil, ver. 34 ; by silver and gold are denoted truth and good, 425 ;
by their being given to Pharaoh-necoh is denoted being ascribed to the
merely natural man, ver. 29 ; by taxing the land to give the money as
commanded by Pharaoh-necoh, is denoted compulsion by natural love
dictating by falsity from evil, 6394; by exacting silver and gold is
denoted compulsion as to understanding and will, 425; by cveryone
according to his taxation is denoted evidently as to cvery particular
affection ; and by giving all to Pharaoh-necoh is denoted that cverything

is ascribed to the merely natural man, and thus that he entirely rules,

ver. 29,

36. This is thus shewn : the number twenty-five denotes fulness as to
corruption, because it is a multiple of five, 9487 ; the number cleven
denotes also fulness, 9610 ; mother denotes external origin, 1815, 3703 ;
name denotes quality, 1455 Zebidah means gieen of the Lord, and
therefore in the best sense denotes good from the Lord for the sake of
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use, but here, in the opposite sense, fcg ciche sake oilga]ljré,sggsii;el)le)cliiﬁlé
) 7 »d. and denotes, 1n the , D
means the redemption of the Lord, ot ’2966; e e cans

Love, but in the opposite sense self-love, 5 al :
exalted or rejected, and therefore denotes here the rejection of go;).g;j :xl:y}tlﬁ
Tord gives good to everyone that it may promote conjunct

Himsclf, but the wicked man abuses this for the sake of gain.

in the sight of the Lord denotes
¢ Good, 4839, 1728 ; and accord-
hat is peculiar to the cor-

37. This is true becausc doing evil
opposition to Divine Truth from Divin
ing to all that his fathers had done, denotes w

rupted church, 4680.
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r. In his days Ncbuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon came
up, and Jehoiakim became
his servant three years: then
he turned and rebelled against
him. '

2o And  the Lorn  sent
against him bands of the
Chaldeans, and bands of the
Syrians, and bands of the
Moabites, and bands of the
children of Ammon, and sent
them against Judah to de-
stroy it, according to the
word of the LorDn, which he
spake by the hand of his ser-
vants the prophets.

"

3. Surely at the command-
ment of the Lorb came this
upon Judah, to remove them
out of his sight, for the sing
of Manassel, according  to
all that he did; )

4. And also for the inno-
cent blood that he shed ; for
he filled Jerusalem with inno-
cent blood: and the TLord
would not pardon.

5. Now the rest of the aets
of Jehoiakim, and all that he
did, are they not written in

roAnd when the  corrupted
church is under the rule of truth
falsificd by scli-love, the love of
dominion, which causes arief]
condemnation, and confusion, is
exalted therein for a full period ;
and then the common perception
of the man of the church revolts
against such exaltation.

2. But nevertheless the church
is devastated by external worship
from interior falsitics, by interior
natural affections corrupted, by
exterior natural affections through
which good is adulterated, and
by exterior natural  affections
through which truth is falsified ;
and this because evil prevails,
and brings its own punishment,
according to the laws of order
which are revealed in the Word
of the T.ord.

3. 1for Divine T'ruth from the
Lord controls perverted states of
the church, that the evil may be
separated from the vood, on ac-
count of what they do by forget-
fulness of the Lord and through
confirming cvil states ;

4. Also because  those who
confirm cvil states by falsities,
destroy in - themselves the re-
mains of good and truth, cven
to total rejection, and therefore
they cannot be reformed.

5. Bul all the states of (his
corrupted church are surcly in-
scribed on the interior meniories
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the book of the chronicles of

" the kings of Judah?

6. So Jehoiakim slept with
his fathers: and  Jchoiachin
his son reigned in his stead.

7. And the king of Egypt
came not again any more
out of his land : for the king
of Babylon had taken, from
the brook of Iigypt unto the
river Euphrates, all that per-
tained to the king of Egypt.

8. Jehoiachin was eighteen
years old when he began to
reign; and he recigned in
Jerusalem three months @ and
his© mother’s name was
Nehushta the daughter of
Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9. And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the
Lorbp, according to all that
his father had done.

10. At that time the ser-
vants  of  Necbuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came up to
Jerusalem, and the city was
besicged.

11. And Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came unto
the city while his servants
were besieging it;

12. And  Jehoiachin the
king of Judah went out to
the king of Babylon, he, and
his mother, and his servants,
and  his  princes, and  his
officers: and the king of
Babylon took him in the
cighth year of his reign.

of those who are the members
thereof;

6. And they are associated
with their like in the eternal
world and state, a new state of
the church on carth succeeding.

7. Moreover, the lower passions
of the natural man, in such a
state of the church, and of the
vastated man, are restrained
from bursting forth, because the
love of dominion possesses all
his powers.

8. And the ncw state of the
vastated church is one of full
vastation, and of faith without
charity throughout, the cxternal
origin of which is sensual natural:
delight in falsified truths.

9. And consequently it is a
state of opposition to Divine
Truth from Divine Good peculiar
to the corrupted church.

1o. And in that state evils
and falsitics springing from the
love of dominion are active, and
the true doctrine of the church
is threatened thereby.

1. And, indeed, it becomes
predominant therein through the
prevailing activity of such evils
and falsities.

12. And therefore the ruling
principle of thie corrupted church
-—which is, ostensibly, Divine
Truth—is, in that new state,
conjoined to the loveof dominion,
together with all its affections—
namely, the external affections of
the natural man and the internal
affections thereof—as to the will
and as to the understanding.
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And  he carried out
thence all the treasures of
the house of the T.orn, and
the treasures of the king's
house, and cut in picees all
the vessels of gold which
Solomon king of Isracl had
made in the temple of the
Lorp, as the LorD had said.

14. And he carried away
all  Jerusalem, and all the
princes, and all the mighty
men of valour, even ten thou-
sand captives, and all the
craftsmen and  the smiths:
none l'L‘]]lZli[]('(l SAave “](,
poorest sort of 1.|1L, people of
the land.

15. And he carried away
Jehoiachin to Babylon; and
the king's mother, and the
king’s wives, and lnx officers,
and the chief men of tlm
land, carried he into captivity
fmm Jerusalem to Babylon.

1O, And all the men of
might, cven scven thousand,
and the craftsmen and the
smiths a thousand, all of them
strong and apt for war, cven
them the king of Babylon
brought captive to Babylon.

17. And the king of Baby-
lon  made  Mattaniah  his
father's brother king i his
stead, and changed his name
to Zedekiah,

13. And the love of dominion
corrupts, falsifies, and profanes
every truth derived from good,
and every intellectual truth de-
rived from the love of truth be-
longing 1o the church; and at
the same time  destroys  every
scientific appertaining  to  the
celestial church in its spn]tual
degree, according to the testi-
mony of the Word of the Lord.

14. And thus the whole church
is vastated, cven every pnmary
truth mtu]ml and external ; so
that there is a complete desola-
tion, extending to every natural
.1llu tion as o th will and as to
the understanding ; and sc arcely
any remains are left,

5. And thus an entire change
takes place in the state of the
celestial church, as to its govern-
ing life, as to the (,\l(,l]]d.] affec-
tion oﬁmth, and as to its internal
affections, with all leading truths
themselves, internal and external,
so that no longer the truth hut
the Tove of dominion prevails.

10, Also every doctrine of the
church by which holiness is pro-
moted, and cvery natural affec-
tion internal and external by
which the truth is su )[)()Il(,(l and
by which conflict against evil
and falsity is maintained, even
all these are made subservient
to the love of dominion.

17. And now therefore under
the influence of this love, the
church, which should be  gov-
erned I»y charity, which is the
wilt of the Lord, is dominated
l)y falsity (rom evil assuming the
quality of truth from good in ex-
ternals.
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18. And this is the completion

and one years old when he of the declining states of the
church, involving fulness of

) i .
]ijcgvirll]to)lcil?:] ,1i11cIJl;:3l:iiTé:§d vastation, the ex.'temal origin of
p S . which is the heat of natural love
and his mother's 11(}111.(-, VA5 fom the confirmation of the
Hamutal = the l;lmllghtcr of false principle as truth.
Jeremiah of Libnah. ’

19. And he did that which
was evil in the sight of the
LorDn, according to all that
Jehoiakim had done.

18. Zedekiah was twenty

19. Whercfore it is a state of
opposition to Divine T'ruth from
Divine Good, being a state of
falsified truth confirmed by evil,
and therefore a state of total
vastation.

20. And this happens in con-
sequence of the aversion of the
man of the corrupted church from
until he had cast them out  the Lord both as to spiritual and
from his presence : and Zede-  celestial life, since cvil cannot
kiah rebelled against the king abide with good. But even in

© this state of the church the man
of Babylon. who is in simple good resists the
love of dominion.

20. For through the anger
of the LORD did it come to
pass in Jerusalem and Judah,

PROOF REFERENCES AND NOTES

This is evident from the signification of Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon as denoting the love of dominion which causes grief, condemna-
tion, and confusion, bhecause his name is sadd to mean, by some, the
treasures of Nebo, by others Nebo the prince of e gods, and by Cruden,
tears and groans of judygment, and thus indicates the love of dominion as
Just described, and Babylon means confusion, 3727, 7519, 10,030, 10,227,
1327; of “in his days” as denoling the state of the corrupted church
denoted by Jehoiakim, 487: of "this king becoming the servant of
Nebuchadnezzar three years as denoting a full period, 1825 ; and of the
rebellion of Jehoiakim as denoting that then the common perception of
the man of the church revolts against such exaltation, 1654, 1668.

This is thus shewn: the Lord sending enemies against Jehoiakim
denotes that the church is devastated through its own evils, 696 ; bands
likc armies, denote opposing evils and falsities, 3448 ; the Chaldeans denote
external worship from interior falsities, 1368 ; the Syrians denote interior
natural alfections corrupted, 1232-1234 3 thc_l\].nt'tbm:s and Ammonites
denate, respectively, adulterated good, and falsified truth, 2468 5 Judah
denotes the corrupted celestial church, 4750 ; and destruction <1CC()1([11)<'
to tfe word of the Lord, which Tle spake by Tis servants the 1)1()})]1(‘[5
denotes that evil pu'\'zlils and brings its own punishment according to
the laws of order which are revealed in the Word of the Lord, 696, 9188,

9198.
2X



690 SECOND BOOK 0F KINGS

This is demonstrated by observing that the commandment of the
Lond is Divine Truth from Him, 10 637 that the Lord does not com-
mand evil but only permits and C()llll()lb it, 592, 1755, 2447 ; that remov-
g Judah out of sight, denotes the sepa ltmn of the evil ﬁr)m the good,
48825 and that the sins of Manassch according to all that he did, (lumt(‘
what the evil do l)) forgetfulness of the Lord, and by u)nlnmmu evil
states, chap. xxi. ]/// 475, 47065 4729, 4730.

4. This is evident when it is scen that Manassch denotes those who
confirm evil states, ver. 35 that to shed innocent blood, denotes to
destroy remains of “ood, and to A1l Jerusalem with it, denotes to destroy
remains of truth, chap. xxi. 16; 9262 ; that to destmy denotes to reject
totally, which is to be (lsldLL(l 10,5105 and that the Lord not being
willing to pardon, denotes that such persons cannot be reformed, 9446-

9:448.

5. This is clear from the facts that the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim,
and all that he did, denote all the states of the man of the corrupted
celestial church : ‘md that being written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Judah, denotes to be inseribed on the interior memory of the
man of lh e church, chap. viii. 23, xii. 19,

6. This is cvident because by sleeping with the fathers is denoted
association with the like in the cternal world and state, 3255; and
his son reigning in his stead, denotes a new state of the church on
carth succeeding, 5912,

7. This is demonstrated by considering that the king of Egypt de-
notes the natural man, chap. xxiii. 29; that the king ot Babylon
denotes the love of dominion, ver. 1; that the king of hq)])t remain-
ing in his land, denotes that the natural man is restrained, understand
e\tunally only, 8187 ; and that the king of Babylon possessing all
that pertained to the king of Egypt, denotes that the love of dominion
possesses all the powers “of the natural man, from the brook of LEgypt
unto the river LFuphrates, denoting the extension of the love of
dominion over the spiritual and L,dpbtl U things of the chureh, 1866, 9828,

This is scen from the signitication of Jchoi: uhin, which means
1‘/1¢ /m/u/m/m// or strength of the Lord, as (I(nnlmw, in the best sense,
truth conjoined with good, hut here, in the opposite sense, the same
vastated, or a state of falsity conjoined with cvil, 3727, 2001 ; of
eighteen years as denoting fulness of vastation, hecause in a good
sense it significs fulness of u)mbat against evil, 1*709; of three months
as denotmu, a full state of faith without (hmty 1825 ; 4./ 935; and
of his mother’s name being Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of
Jerusalem, as denoting cexternal origin which is sensual-natural delight
m falsificd truths, Imc,m:(. \H‘hushm means suake, sootksayer, or of
brass, and thus  denotes, correspondentially, sensu: Al - natural delwht
191, 4“3, chap. xxi. 6 and ln: whan means e i/t of God, and there.
fore denotes truth, and in this case truth falsificd” because said of
Jerusalem which denotes the church corrupted, 2001, jo2.

9. This s evident beeause by doing what is evil in the sight of the
I()ul 15 tlumud opposition (o I)l\mv T'ruth from Divine .()o(l 4839,

728 and “according to all that his fithers hod done,” denotes what
lb peculianr 1o the unluplul church, Jo8o.

This is shewn thus: time denotes state, 2212, 2213 Nebuchad-

CHAPTER XXIV 691

nezzar king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, ver. 1; servants
denote subordinate powers and thus falsities, 2541 ; and coming up to
Jerusalem, and the city being besieged, denotes active opposition to
the doctrine of the church, 1664, 402.

This is evident from the signification of Nebuchadnezzar, of the
city, of servants, and of besieging or war as just now shewn, ver. 10.

This is truc because by Jehoiachin is denoted the ruling principle
of the corrupted church, which is, ostensibly, Divine T'ruth, ver. 8 ; by
Nebuchadnezzar *“coming into the city,” and Jehoiachin “going out”
of it, is denoted the new state in which the love of dominion becomes
the interior power and Divine Truth, so to speak, the subordinate
power, and in which there is an apparent conjunction of Divine Truth
with the love of dominion, 1853, 7498, 9927 ; by the mother and servants
of Jehoiachin are denoted the external affections of the natural man,
1815, 3703, 3019; by his princes and his officers are denoted internal
affections, 1482 ; by the pairs of terms are denoted what is of the will
and understanding, 683; and by the cighth year is denoted the new
state, 2044, 2806.

This is clear because the treasures of the house of the Lord and
of the king’s housc, denote truths derived from good, and intellectual
truths derived from the love of truth, chap. xii. 18; and all the vessels
of gold which Solomon king of Isracl had made in the temple of the
Lord, denote every scientific appertaining to the celestial church in its
spiritual degree, because vessels signify scientifics, 3079, gold denotes
good, 423, Solomon is the celestial church, chap. xxi. 7, and Isracl
denotes the spiritual degree, 3654 ; while “as the Lord had said,” de-
notes that it 1s the testimony of the Word of the Lord, as is evident.

14. This appears as follows:—to be carried away by the king of
Babylon, denotes to be vastated by the love of dominion, ver. 1 ; princes
and mighty men of valour, denote primary truths internal and external,
1482, 8315 ; ten thousand denotes what is complete, 2575 ; craftsmen
and smiths, denote natural affections as to the will and understanding,
4230 424, 4255 and none being left but the poorest of the people, de-
notes that there are scarcely any remains, 9200.

This may be known from the signification of Jehoiachin as de-
noting the Divine ‘Truth which ought to be the governing power in
the church, ver. 8; of mother as denoting the external affection of
truth, 1815, 3703; of wife as denoting the internal affection of truth,
015, 2517 ; of officers and chief men as denoting leading truths in-
ternal and external, 5290 ; chap. xi. 4, 15; and of being carried from
Jerusadem to Babylon as denoting that no longer the truth but the
love of dominion prevails, vers. 1, 8.

16. This is thus shewn: mighty men seven thousand, denote every
doctrine of the church by which holiness is promoted, 583, 8315, 716;
o lflsmu] and smiths, denote every natural affection internal and ex-
ternal, , 424, 4255 strong and apt for war, denotes powers by which
truth 15 wppmtcd an(l conflict against cvil 1s maintained, 16064 ; and
heing taken captive to Babylon, denotes hecoming subservient to the
love of dominion, 1320, 9164, 9348,

17. This is proved as follows - by the king of Babylon is denoted
the Jove of dominion, ver. 1; by Mattaniah is meant e gift of the
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Lord, and therefore he denotes charity, 8899, 1594 ; by changing his
name is denoted change of quality, 145; and by Zedekiah, which
means fre justice of the Lord, in the hest sense, truth from good, and
therefore in the opposite sense falsity from evil, 2233, 2258,

_ 18, This is proved from the signification of twenty-one as denoting,
m a good sense, because it is the product of three and seven, a holy
state, but here in the opposite sense, complete degradation, 78425 of
reigning cleven years as denoting complete vastation, 9616; and  of
his mothers name being Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah
as denoting external origin and quality, which is the heat of natural
love from the confirmation of the false principle as truth, chap. sxiii. 3.

19. This is true because doing evil in the sight of the Lord, de-
notes opposition to Divine Truth from Divine Good, 4839, 1728 ; and
according to all that Jehoiakim had done, denotes a state of falsified
truth confirmed by evil, and thereforc one of total vastation, chap.
NXiL 34,

20. This is evident hecause by the anger of the Lord is denoted
aversion on the part of man, 5034, 5708 3 by Jerusalem and Judah are
denoted the corrupted church hoth as o spiritual and celestial life,
402, 3654, 47505 by being cast out of the Lord’s presence is denoted
that evil cannot abide with good, 303, 386, 2657 ; and by Zcedekiah
rebelling against the king of Babylon is denoted that even in this
state of the church, the man who is in simple good resists the love of
dominion, ver. 17; 1664 ; ver. 1.

Retlecting now on the contents, in the internal sense, of this whole
chapter, we may obscerve that the first verse is a summary statement
of what follows, and therefore it is said both in the first verse and in
the Tast, - that the king of Judah rebelled against the king of Babylon.
Such indeed s, what may be called, the natural constitution of the
human mind, that it is always disposed to resist the aspiring love of
dominion in another.  According o Divine Order, no one can be
compelled to acquire truth or o do good, and it is only a delusion
of self-love which causes men (o think that mere power or force
externally applicd can veally produce order and maintain it in any
community cither small or Targe. And yet such s the character of
the self-love into which cveryone is horn, that it not only indulges
the phantasy that the possession of great power over others, and the
exercise of that power, are the supreme delights of existence, hut also,
in spite of the natwal fecling that isell Toves o be free, it proceeds
with cagemess, and as far as possible, 1o endeavour to reduce others
to a state of slavery; and it assumes its very worst form, when it
secks to control men by using even religion as a means of extending
its supremacy.  No wonder thercfore, that the church is destroyed
when self-love rules in it Now it is for this reason, that this char-
acter of sclf-love, as sceking after dominion, is so particularly described
in the Word under the figure of Babylon both in the Old and New
Testaments.  And it is also for this rcason, that the Lord in the
gospel so wisely and carnestly warns [lis disciples against it. 7Z%ey
disputed among themselves, we are told, which of them should be
the greatest, but the Lord shews then, inoa striking way, that there
is no heavenly happiness in the seliish desire of enjoying pre-eminence
and power, Mark ix. 33-37.

But from the next three verses we learn another important lesson. \WWhere
this love of dominion prevails, there also various other evils and falsities
beset the man of the church ; and this in particular through the state of
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corruption specifically denoted by Manasseh. And how depraved that is,
we have alrcady seen.  The point, however, which especially claims our
attention in connection with the reign of Jchoiakim, is that it is the
natural man denoted by Pharaoh-necoh, which then prevails, and. that
this naturalism differs from what may be called ordinary naturalism,
in being accompanied by dark falsities by which its state is intensified.
This was the naturalism which- prevailed in the corrupted Christian
church of the past, and prepared the way rapidly for the establishment
of the love of dominion therein, which in this chapter is denoted by
Nebuchadnezzar, Still the ambitious man, whether he desires power
and pre-eminence only in worldly matters, or whether he aspires to rule
from sclf-love in ecclesiastical affairs, clearly sees that the repression
of merely natural loves is essential to his success, and therefore they are
externally repressed, when the love of dominion gains the ascendency ;
and it is this that is described in the internal sense of the seventh verse.

And from this verse to the end of the sixteenth the proceedings of
Ncbuchadnezzar and the conduct of Jchoiachin, or rather it should
be said the fortunes of Jehoiachin, form a fit basis for a description, in the
internal sense, of the ceffects of the love of dominion when it is pre-
dominant in the church.  But the point to which our attention may
be particularly dirccted, in thinking over this account, is the entrance
of the king of Babylon into Jerusalem, and the departure of the king
of Judah with all his family and retinue, and with all his wealth, into
a long captivity.  And let 1t be observed here that, in regard to the
actual  Christian community of whose  states, and changes of state
this chapter, in its inner sense, gives a correct account, that the changes
referred to are imternal changes manifested in externals in a way quite
ditferent from the outward and visible experiences of the tribe of Judah.
They actually endured o long period of captivity, but the Christian
church outwardly rose to a position of splendid magnificence, and regal
power, before which even emperors and kings quailed.  But this outward
splendour covered a corrupted internal state.  In fact, this church, in
its state of utter degradation, was holy in outward form, and profanc
imwardly, and the tme was bound to come, in the history of the
race, when a reaction would take place. This was the period of the
Reformation. Not, however, that the corrupted and vastated church
itsell was reformed, for history shews that this was not the case, but ‘that
mankind revolted against its arrogant pretensions and claims, and that
it lost its influence on the masses. And its real state could only become
known through a Revelation from heaven, at once the most wonderful,
the most magniicent, and the most far-reaching of any revelation
ever vouchsafed to mankind within the memory of man.  This Revela-
tion has been made, therefore, by the opening of the Word as to its
spiritual sense, which s the Second Coming of the Lord, and the
true state of mankind as to both natural and spiritual life may be thence
fully understood.

But now there still remain one or two points for our consideration
before we proceed.  We observe particularly, that the names of Itliakim
and Mattaniah were changed by the kings of Egypt and Babylon, and
we know that a change of name denotes a change of state or quality.
And the quality of a church, or of the individual, who is a church in
particular, is to be known from its prevailing internal characteristic, and
not from outward appearances.  Now it is remarkable, that these
changes of name denote correspondentially in both cases a change
from @ state of truth to a state of good, or in the opposite sense from
astate of falsity to astate of evil, and, generally, a change from a state of
the understanding to a state of the will, chap. xxiii. 34, this chapter, ver.
175 and that the former is cffected by the corrupted external man, and
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the latter by the corrupted internal man  represented, respectively,
by Pharaoh-necoh and - Nebuchadnezzar, They indicate, thercfore,
plainly, in relation o the corrupted charch, that 1t is vastated entirely
as o all external and internal truth and good, and confirmed in evil.
This is the awful state of degradation into which the had man comes at
last, and in which he is more and more conlivmed until at length
he dares not to violate the laws of order on his own plane of life, and
then, of course, he no longer sullers, for a man in his final state does
not suffer who is obedient to the Taws of his lile, and performs some
usc according to the Taws of his life, 696, And another remarkable
thing in connection with names here is, that throughout the whole of
these histories of the kings of Isracl and of Judah, while the mothers’
names of all the kings of Judah are given, except in the casces of Jchoram
and Ahaz, a similar thing is not said of one of the kings of Isracl; and it
is also said of Jehoram and Ahaz that they “walked in the way of
the kings of [sracl,” which singular facts clearly shew, fivst that there is
some reason connected with the internal sense, why the mothers of the
kings of Judah arc mentioned and those of the kings of Isracl are
not, and secondly that the mothers of Jehoram and Ahaz are probably
not mentioned  for the same reason. Now we have seen that the
mothers of the kings of Judah denote the external origin ol the state
denoted by those kings, and also that, in ecach case, the state is in
harmony with its external origin. Why then have we not given us,
in the same way, the external origin of the states denoted by the kings of
Isracl? Itis because the spivitual chureh, taken as aowhole, s itsell” the
external origin of the celestial church s and with regard to the -
dividual, because the state as to truth leading to good is the external
origin of the state as to good ; or again with regard to the operation
of the Lord upon each person for the formation of the new will of good
in him, because father denotes internal origin or the influx of good from
within, and mother denotes external origin or the reception of truth from
without, so that by the conjunction of the two the new statc may
be produced, 289, 2954, 3703.  And, morcover, it is to be obscrved, that
the names of the mothers of the various kings of Judah denote the
qualizy of the external origin of the states denoted by those kings, 145,
and that inoevery case, therefore, some external state as to o trath
and good is denoted. Thus, Tor exaample, the mother of Rehoboam
was numed Naamah the Ammonitess and we know that this denotes the
falsified truth of the church, 2468 ; and the mother of Jchoash was
named Zibiah of Beer-sheba, and we have scen that by her is denoted
“truth from good or interior doctrine from the Word operating on
the voluntary life,” chap. xii. 1. And it is so inall the other cascs,
as has becn shewn.  But the reason why the mothers of Jchoram and
Ahaz are not named, is because both these kings denoted  corrupted
states of good arising more especially from the falsification of truth in the
spiritual church, and hence it is expressly said that they walked in the
ways of the kings of Isracl, by whom the spiritual church is denoted.
Herein then we clearly sce the close connection that exists between
the celestial and spiritual churches, or between the states of man
as to good and his states as to truth, and we may now proceed with the
exposition of our last chapter, which reveals the state of mankind in
which the love of dominion has {ull sway, and yet in which there are still
some remains of good and some ohscure perceptions of genuine truth,

CHAPTER XXV

1. And it came to passin
the ninth year of his reign, in
the tenth month, in the tenth
day of the month, that Ne-

buchadnezzar king of Baby-

lon came, he and all his army,
against Jerusalem, and  en-
camped against it; and they
built forts against it round
about.

2. So the city was besieged
unto the eleventh year of
king Zedekiah.

3. On the ninth day of the

fourt/: month the famine was

sore in the city, so that there
was no bread for the people
of the land.

4. Then a breach was made
in the city, and all the men
of war fled by night by way
of the gate between the two
walls, which was by the king’s
garden: (now the Chaldeans
were against the city round
about :) and #ke king went by
the way of the Arabah.

5. But the army of the
Chaldecans pursued after the
king, and overtook him in
the plains of Jericho: and all
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1. Nevertheless when the cor-
rupted church has no longer any
conjunction with the Lord, be-
cause there are no longer any
remains of faith and charity, the
love of dominion becomes pre-
valent therein, and all falsities
and evils thercof, so that it is
beset on all sides by such evils
and falsities.

2. And this state of infestation
continucs until vastation is fully
accomplished.

3. TFor through a defect of
such conjunction, there is also a
deficiency of the knowledges of
truth and goodness with men.

4. And then the doctrine of
the church is corrupted; and
those who suffer infestations and
temptations are in states of ob-
scurity, between truth on the one
hand and falsity on the other,
derived from the perversion of
the literal sense of the Word,
and the denial of the Lord,
through falsities from evil, and
especially through falsities spring-
ing from the love of dominion,
the essential truth being rejected
to externals.

5. Ttor the evils and falsities
thence derived earnestly desire
the destruction of the essential
truth of the doctrine of the Lord,
and make their attacks upon it
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his army was scattered from
him.

6. Then they took the king
and carried him up unto the
king of Babylon to Riblah ;
and they gave judgement
upon him.

7. And they slew the sons
of Zedekiah before his eyes,
and put out the eyes of
Zedekiah, and bound him in
fetters, and  carried him to
Babylon.

8. Now in the fifth month,
on the scventh day of the
month, which was the nine-
teenth yvear of king Nebuchad-
nezzar, king of Babylon, came
Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard, a servant of the
king of Babylon, unto Jeru-
salem ;

9. And he burnt the house
of the T.orD, and the king’s
house; and all the houses of
Jerusalem, even every orcat
house, burnt he with fre.

1o. Andall the army of the
Chaldeans, that were 7072 the
captain of the cuard, brake
down the walls of Jerusalem
round about. )

11. And the residue of the
people that were left in the

from the falsified truths of the
Word in the letter, when argu-
ments [rom its protecting truths
no longer prevail.

6. Also they pervert it by con-
Junction with their own essential
falsity, and its quarrelsome spirit,
and thus decide concerning it
from their own evil state.

7. Also they destroy or reject
all the truths of charity, notwith-
standing that, intellectually, they
sce those truths; yea, they de-
stroy or reject essential  truth
from good, binding it down by
falsities and overwhelming it
through the love of dominion.

8. And when there are no
longer any remains of faith, be-
causce the good of faith is pro-
faned, even when the love of
dominion rcjects all conjunction
with the Lord by remains, then
the natural man, being in the
process of judgment, entirely
vastated and made subordinate
to the love of dominion, invades
and dominates  the  corrupted
church,

9. So that through sclf-love all
celestial good, and all spiritual
good, and all natural cood, both
as to the understanding and the
will is corrupted and totally re-
jected.

1o. And by the cvils and
falsities springing from the love
of dominion, and operating
through  the corrupted  natural
man, are the ultmate truths in
the Tetter of the Word entircly
rejected.

. And by the same corrupted
natural man, cvery truth of the
church remaining, and also every
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city, and those that fell away,
that fell to the king of Baby-
lon, and the residue of the
multitude, did Nebuzaradan
the captain of the guard carry
away captive.

12. But the captain of the
guard left of the poorest of
the land to be vinedressers
and husbandmen.

13. And the pillars of brass
that were in the house of the
Lorb, and the bases and tlie
brasen sea that were in the
house of the LORD, did the
Chaldeans break in pieces,
and carried the brass of them
to Babylon.

14. And the pots, and the
shovels, and the snuffers, and

the spoons, and all the vessels

of  brass wherewith  they
ministered took they away.

15. And the firepans, and

the basons; that which was -

of gold, in gold, and that
which was of silver, in silver,
the captain of the guard took
away.

16. The two pillars, the one
sca, and  the bases, which
Solomon had made for the
house of the LORD ; the brass
of all these vessels was with-
out weight.

falsified truth, even truths falsified
by the love of dominion, with
every external trath, are perverted
and made servants to selfish and
worldly love.

r2. Nevertheless, cven in this
corrupted state of the church,
they are preserved, who are in
humility and simple good by the
cultivation of spiritual truth and
good in obscurity.

13.- Moreover, by the falsities
derived  from the love of do-
minion, natural good, supporting
celestial good both as to the will
and intellect, and sensual good,
with natural truth grounded in
good, are corrupted, thus per-
venting purification; and thus
natural and sensual good also
become subservient to the love
of dominion.

14. Also all scientifics or re-
ceptacles of higher truths and
allections, as to truth and good
interior, and as to good and
truth exterior ; In fact, as to every
receptacle of natural good by
which truc worship is promoted,
arc corrupted by falsities spring-
ing from the love of dominion.

15. So also all superior recep-
tacles as to good and as to truth ;
whether receptacles of celestial
good or of spiritual truth, each
corresponding, the corrupted
natural man perverts.

16. And this natural good,
with purifying truth; also the
sensual good supporting, which
are given to man by the Lord,
that worship may be pure and
holy; and the ultimate good of
receptacles none can adequately
estimate.
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17. The height of the one
pillar was  cighteen  cubits,
and a chapiter of brass was
upon it: and the height of
the chapiter was three cubits ;
with  network  and “pome-
granates upon the  chapiter
round about, all of brass : and
like unto these had the second
pillar with network.

18, And the captain of the
cuard took Scraiah the chiel
priest, and Zephaniah  the
second priest, and the three
keepers of the door :

19. And out of the city he
took an officer that was set
over the men of war; and
five men of them that saw
the king’s face, which werc
found in the city; and the
scribe, the captain of the host,
which mustered  the people
of the land; and threescore
men of the people of the
land, that were found in the
city.

20. And Nebuzaradan the
captain of the guard took
them, and brought them to
the king of Babylon to
Riblah,

21 And the king of Baby-
lon smote them, and put them
to death at Riblah in the
land of ITamath.  So Judah
was carried away captive out
of his land.

17. But the quality of the
Lord’s glorificd human life, and
also the quality of the regener-
ated lifc of man, in the natural
degree, is that of good acquired
by a full course of temptations ;
and the inmost good  of  this
natural degree 1s perfect, with its
scientifics of truth and good in
adjunction, even of natural good ;
and what 1s true of the will is
also true of the understanding
of the natural degree as to in-
ternal and external life,

18, And o yet the  corrupted
natural man perverts and - de-
stroys celestial good, which s
primary, and spiritual good, which
is secondary, and the natural good
thence derived by which is the
entrance to higher good.

19. Also he perverts the truths
of the church in their order—
namely, inmost truth which de-
fends man in temptation, and all
inmost truth conjoined with good
in peace; interior truth which
confirms good, and interior truth
which defends n in temptation
and prepares him for it; and
lastly every ultimate truth by
which conflict is maintained and
good is confirmed.

20. And thus this vastated
natural man, under the influence
of the love of dominion, rejects
all good affection and  true
thoughts, preferring the state of
strife which that love delights in.

21 or the love of dominion
falsifies and rejects all good
and truth from hatred  thereof
grounded in merely  external
delight ; and only acknowledges
the chureh as a2 means for its
own agerandisement.
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that were left in the land of
Judah, whom Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon had
left, cven over them he made
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
the son of Shaphan, governor.

22. And as for the people

23. Now when all the cap-
tains of the forces, they and
their men, heard that the
king of Babylon had made
Gedaliah governor, they came
to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah,
and  Johanan the son of
Kareah, and Seraiah the son
of  Tanhumecth the Necto-
phathite, and Jaazaniah the
son of the Maachathite, they
and their men.

24. And Gedaliah sware to
them and to their men, and
said unto them, Fear not
because of the servants of
the Chaldcans: dwell in the
land, and serve the king of
Babylon, and it shall be well
with you.

25. But it came to pass in
the seventh  month, that
Ishmacl the son of Nethaniah,
the son of LLlishama, of the
sced royal, came, and ten
men with him, and smote
‘Gedaliah, that he died, and
the Jews and the Chaldeans

22. And under the power of
this love those in the church who
are in good, because the Lord
always provides for a remnant 1n
the corrupted, perverted, and
vastated church, are governed by
truths most external, or by the
literal sense of the Word falsified,
which literal sense is perceived
to be derived from interior good
which is from interior truth in
obscurity.

23. But when those who are
in such an obscure state, as to
good and as to truth, are sensible
that the love of dominion pre-
vails, using the letter of the
Word as a means of exercising
authority, they apply their under-
standings to the letter of the
Word in a state of watchfulness,
even by means of natural reason
which is the gift of the Lord, and
natural affection, which has no
power from truth, as well as by
truths teaching repentance and
by those teaching obedience
under sorrow.

24. And it is the testimony of
the letter of the Word falsified to
the men of the church, in such a
state, that they should not fear
evil results from the falsities of
the love of dominion, so long as
they abide in apparent good, even
under the evil of the prevailing
love of ruling in the general
church, because this love pro-
tects those who are in good.

25. But it happens, when the
church is in a state of full vasta-
tion cven as to faith, that the
natural reason of man, which is
the gift of the Lord, and through
which the ILord cnjoins obedi-
ence to truth which is the Word
and should govern the mind, re-
jects the truths of the Word
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that  were  with him at
Mizpah.

20. And all the people, both
small and great, and the cap-
tains of the forces, arose, and
came to lgypt: for they
were afraid of the Chaldeans.

And it came to pass in
l]]t, seven and thirticth year
of the captivity of Jchoiachin
king of Judah, in the twelfth
month on the seven and
twentieth day of the month,
that LEvil-merodach king of
Babylon, in the ycar that he
began to reion, did lift up the
head of _]dmmdlm king of
Judah out of prison ;

And he spake kindly
to hlm and set his throne
above lhv throne of the kings
that were with him in lnll)\«
lon. .

29. And he changed  his
prison garments, dml did cat
bread before him continually
all the days of his life.

30. And for his allowance,
thex was a continual aHow-
ance given him of the king,
every day a portion all thn
(Il\s of his life.

which  have been  falsified, or
rejects  truths combined  with
falsitics in its state of watchlul-
ness.

26. And thus the men of the
church in various states, as well
as  their deaders, experience a
change of state, relying on natural
light alone, and sgd\nw nstruc-
tion thence.  For tlmy fear to
trust truths falsified by the love
of dominion.

27. And it happens also, when
man’s state of spiritual lmmi age
is completed, as (o vood and as
to truth, and when he is humbly
de pgndm«v on the power of the
Lord from a state of good ; and
thus when faith is full, and there
is conjunction with the Lord by
charity, that he is set free from
the love of dominion, which has
become weak, in a new state of
the church, and no longer re-
strains Irudom ol Lh()uwhl

And therefore charity takes
tlu pllu ol the love of dummmn
and faith from charity is ex: 1](«(]
as the governing principle of the
church, the love of rule being
subordinate.

209, And thus man is invested
with truths instead of falsities,
and is nourished by Divine Good
to uum(y.

3o. I'or he trusts in the Lord
in every state for support, nor is
he concerne (I to receive more of
external or internal sood than is
conducive 1o the uses of hig
clernal state and life.
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PROOF REFERENCES AND NOTES

This is thus demonstrated : by it coming to pass is denoted a change
of state, 4987 ; by Zedekiah is denoted the final state of the corrupted
celestial church, chap. xxiv. 18 ; by the ninth year of his reign is denoted
no longer any conjunction with the Lord, 2075 ; by the tenth month and
the tenth day of the month is denoted no longer any remains of faith and
charity, 576 5 #L.A. 9355 4875 by Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and
all his army coming against Jerusalem, is denoted that the love of
dominion and all the cvils and falsities thence derived, become prevalentin
the corrupted church, chap. xxiv. 1 ; 3448, 402 ; and bv _encamping against
Jerusalem and building forts against it round about, is denoted that the
church is besct on all sides by such evils and falsities, 1664, 8193, 7297,

2073

This appears from the signification of the city, 402 ; of being be-
51(‘;»((] or warred against, |(>64, of the eleventh year, 9616, 2075 ; and of

Zedekiah, chap. xxiv. 18,

This appears thus: the ninth day denotes defect of conjunction,
ver, 15 and a famine denotes a deficiency of the knowledges of truth
and goodness, 1460.

4. This is proved by remembering that the city denotes the doctrine
of the church, goz; that a Dbreach denotes the corruption of this
doctrine, chap. xii. 53 49265 that the men of war denote those
who suffer infestation and  temptation, 16064 ; that fleeing “by night”
denotes inastate of obscurity, 1712 ; that between the two walls, denotes
between truth on the one hand and falsity on the other, 6419, 4809 ; that
the gate denotes the literal sense of the Word, 4.2. 899 ; that it also
denotes the Lord, and in this instance therefore the Lord denied, 4.2.
0106 that the king’s garden denotes falsities from evil, becausc the king
wits Zedekinhy 7105 chap. sxive 185 that the Chaldeans denote falsmes
from the Tove of dominion, 1368 5 and that the king going by the way
of the Arabah or plain, is denoted the rejection of the essential truth to
externals, 1728, 1584-1585.

This is true because by the army of the Chaldeans are denoted the
ey )|\ and falsities of the ]m ¢ of dominion since they were under Nebuchad-
nezzar, 1308 5 chap. xxiv. 1; by their pursuing after the king is denoted a
desire o (luslmy the csscmi:ll truth concerning the Lord, 8136, 1728 ; by
overtaking him is denoted communication and influx, and thus attack,
81555 by the plains of Jericho are denoted the falsified truths of the
Word in the letter, 1584-1585, 9325, 8815; and by his army being
scattered from him is denoted that arguments from protecting truths no
longer prevail) 5448, 1328.

This is scen by considering that taking the king and carrying him
up unto the king of Babylon, denotes the perversion of the essential truth
by conjunction with their own essential falsity, 1728 ; chap. xxiv. 1; §523;
that Riblah denotes o quarrelsome spirit 3 chap. xxiii. 33 ; and that giving
Judgment upon the king, denotes to decide concerning the truth from
their own evil state, 7200, 9857.

7. This is evident from the signification of slaying as denoting to
destroy spiritually, 4727 ; of the sons of Zedekiah as denoting the truths
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ey e \ . N R [ » 4
:f .(lh‘m[){’ [J,b(), chap. NN 175 of before his eyes as denoting that the
l;::[n]u})t:( ;l‘lll(.‘ll which is in the love of dominion can intcllccluzlll)/ see
orll'(jjb(;;[hl : (it %)Ull'll;gf()llt the eyes of Zedekiah as denoting to destroy
-Ject essential truth from good, 2148 : ¢l KNIV indi i
( te | D 8O0, 2140 5 chap. xxiv. 17 of binding him
m fetters as denoting to bind down with falsities, 2813 ; A £ 652 ';Dnd of
£ 6525 ;

ST O ) e 2. B o H
being carried to Babylon as denoting to be overwhelmed by the love of

dominion, chap. xxiv! 1.

o s

~ 8. This appear thus : the fifth month denotes a state of no remains of
faith because it is said of Nebuchadnezzar, 52915 LR 935 ; the %::v;i'gl
(]il)' .ot }lh‘u month denotes Lhc_ﬁ profanation of the good of ﬁfitl;, 5:63 ; AR
935‘, tll(, nm?tccnth year of Ngbuchzldnczxur king of Babylon dénoies.
when the love of dominion rejects all conjunction with the ’Iord b

remains, because by nine is denoted non-conjunction, 2073, and by ten .
deno'ted remains, 576 ; Nebuzaradan, which mezms, f/wb,/%('u[/s‘ ())7' ‘]S
]?/IL‘(,‘ILTS of judgment, denotes one in the process of ju{l“'mc;u gZSOt
captain of the guard and servant denote (he natural man, as 0 Erutl ’
;i&1{:;1&;511;])47(1)’07 ;tmtl IIT 1<l) good, 3019 7 servant of (he kini:;‘ of H‘\])ylo:l’

>s subordmate to the love of ini “hap. xxiv !
enoies the pemmte Ch:ré;]\’:gl:.donnnmn, chap. xxiv. 15 and Jerusalem

9- [his is evident because by Nebuzaradan s denoted the corrupted
natural man §u])()3‘dm';1tc to the love of dominion from sclf-love \'011; 8;
by burning with fire is denoted to corrupt and reject through s If-love,
934 5 by the house of the Lord, and the kines e ar ocd celestint

by X rd, and the king’s house, are denoted celestial

and spiritual good, 1 Kings xiv. 26; by all the houses of jcl‘ll%'ljtm 'll'e

denoted all hatural good as to the understanding 4025 and \l‘) ; eve I'r

great house is denoted all natural good as o the \\'iTl,7 2227 ‘”3‘ even
E ===7, 2233.

10. "This is shewn as follows :—the army of the Chaldeans, denotes evil
;1-nd falsitics from the love of dominion, 3448, 1368 ; the c,u])min of ths
gnzn'(} denotes the natural man subordinate (o the love of ‘(lominio :
ver. 85 to break down, denotes to reject entirely 1604, 4926 ; and ”n,
walls of Jerusalem denote the truths of the letier (:I' the {Vm’:l, :-1‘ N Sr)jge

. lll Phis is L:'\'u[cng when it is considered (hat by Ncbuzaradan the
ba’])t.luil (.)i}l;c guard is denoted the corrupted natural man, ver, § that
m)’l_ ]'L(?LSI(LSUU ot— the people are denoted the truths of the church re-
q“tﬂllnyn;:,, i‘)\ ,]_'12?(); tl‘mt by those that fell away, cven those that fell
io\v‘esof(()10111]1‘;“i\mg[Of hzi]])ylon, are denoted falsificd truths through the
On, 1259 5 chap. xxiv. 15 that by the resid [ i

lov ominion, 125 . at by the residuc of the multitude
(Clll;ti(\lini(ilcc(lle L,\tlcin{ll ]t]'uths,l 61725 and that by being carried away
apive s denoted to be made serviceable to selfish . or Tov

oupg o sclfish and worldly love,

dc:);[ili hlsu‘lppc(}m lht)m.l'thc signification of the poorest of the land as
g those in humility and sj ey [ Dei left
my yoand simple good, 9209 ; of heine left
denoting to be preserved as remai 5 nd ot oo o
) as remams, 468; and of vinedresser
0 be preserv ) H it vinedressers and
]mshan_dnmn as denoting those who cultivate spiritual truth and vood ;
obscurity, 9130. ‘ soocm
. -[-I he .11'\‘1111:5 revealed in the opening of the internal sense ol the twelve
\»(‘IT( S ]lh{[ I‘nnl:\lu‘(l are ol such g nitude and so numerous (hit we nay
h\lgl ! ponc L.|'111 u.-l[]n, and ]nlmy consider with oursclves how far we are in
armony with them, ave we conjuncti i
10N th ave we Junction with the Lord by love
R L ] K .- b . ) : (’
E’:];l]l:ll)77‘}113![1(l«|l1~]~? _ And, i not, how is such conjunction to bhe bcz:urcd ;
_.113 l))v a life according to the laws of Order as from ourselves, and vet
W 1]111 the full acknowledgment that it is from the Lord. This may be
~ ~ A oo | rat ey - 111 o ; ) : ) ‘ -
called the great mystery of (he spiitual Tite,  And yet at the very same
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time it is the most practical of all truths. There can be no conjunction
without remains, and these are sceretly stored up and operated upon by
the Lord, and even then conjunction cannot be, unless the /lowe en-
gendered, so to spealk, by the operation of the Divine Life on remains,
1s consciously felt by the subject of regeneration in some form, or mode,
or way, and unless in that form it is deliberately chosen and made an
active principle of life.  In one word, there can be no conjunction with
the Lord without co-operation on the part of man. But the love by
which therce is conjunction with the Lord is destroyed by a life of
scellishness, and this is what is meant in the first verse by there being no
conjunction because there are no longer any remains.  The consequence
of this is that self-love is predominant, and utter vastation must follow,
as is stated in the next verse.

Now it is difficult for us to realize this terrible state of utter vastation.
We hesitate to think that any human being can be entirely void of wood,
and this, in truth, cannot be so Jong as men are living in the state of pro-
bation, and hefore they hecome infernals through the process of judgment,
But, nevertheless, the tendency of selflove ia) eopecially when it takes the
form of the love of dominion, towards cutire vastiation, and thence in-
evitably follows the deficiency of the knowledge of truth and goodness
next spoken of.  In fact, a corrupted church, or individual, cannot retain
such knowledge, the whole desire and cffort of the soul being to destroy
it ; and hence in a vastated condition of the church, even those who are
capable of regencration are spiritually blinded, and come into a state of
bondage, all this being described by the treatment to which Zedekiah
was subjected. ’

But now we learn from the cighth and following verses some other
particulars concerning the inner life of the church which is corrupted
by the love of ruling the minds of men for selfish purposes by means
of spiritual things. We have already seen a certain state of the
natural man, represented by Pharaoh-necoh, which prepared the way
for the cxaltation of the love of dominion in the church. We have
now to consider the state of the natural man subordinate to the love
of dominion, and through which therefore the love of dominion acts.
Observe first the coherence of the scries here. It is when the church
has totally rejected the good of faith, and conjunction with the Lord,
that the natural man also becomes fully vastated, and then the in-
evitable conscquences are completeness of vastation as to all good
and truth interior and exterior. And in the second place, comparc
the state of the natural man here described with that represented by
Pharaoh-nceoh.  He denotes the darkness arising from falsity and
ignorance ; but Nebuzaradan denotes a state of falsity conjoined with
evil.  And Desides, while Pharaoh-necoh is described as exacting a
tribute from the king of Judah, Nebuzaradan is represented as burn-
ing the houses of Jerusalem with fire, and as breaking down the wall
thereof.  Let men therefore beware of confirming states of evil by
falsity in the natural man; for it is very easy to see that, should this
be done, every truth and every good principle of the church, denoted
in the cleventh verse by the residue of the people, will either have to
endure a long captivity spiritually, or will be totally rejected. Against
this, however, the Lord makes provision with everyone as far as it is
possible, and we see this from the internal sense of the twelfth verse
as well as from what is to be learned from the same source in the
following verses even to the end of the chapter.

13. This is plain from the signification of pillars of brass as denoting
natural good both as to the will and intellect, 9674, 425 ; of the house
of the Lord as denoting celestial good, 3720; of the bases as denoting
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sensual good; 10,2365 of the brasen sea as denoting natural truth
grounded in good, 10,235 ; of breaking in picces as denoting to be
corrupted, 1664, 4926; of the Chaldeans as denoting the falsities of
the love of dominion, 1368 ; of the brasen sea being destroyed as de-
noting purification prevented, 10,235; and of the brass being carried
to Babylon as denoting that natural and sensual good also become
subservient to the love of dominion, 4255 chap. xxiv. 1.

14. This is cvident because vessels denote scientifics or receptacles
of higher truths and affections, 3079 ; pots and shovels denote truth
and good interior, 8408, 9724 ; snuffers and spoons denote truth and
good exterior, 9572, 9544 ; vessels of Dbrass denote receptacles of
natural good, 3079, 425; ‘“wherewith they ministered,” denotes by
which true worship is promoted, 9925 ; and the Chaldeans taking these
things away evidently denotes corruption by the falsities of the love
of dominion, 13068.

5. This 1s demonstrated thus: by the fircpans and the basons are
denoted superior receptacles as o good and as to truth, 9723, 9724 ;
by gold and silver arc denoted good and truth, 425; by gold, in gold,
and silver, in silver, is denoted correspondence, as is evident from the
repetition of the terms; and by the captain of the guard taking these
things away is denoted perversion by the corrupted natural man, ver. 8.

16. This is scen from remembering that the two pillars denote
natural good, 9674, 425; that the one sea denotes purifying truth,
10,235 ; that the bases denote sensual good supporting, 10,236 ; that
“which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord,” denotes “that
worship may be pure and holy,” .77, 6545 3720; that the brass of
all these vessels denotes the ultimate good of receptacles, 425, 3079;
and that being without weight denotes not capable of estimation, 3104.

17. This is proved thus: the once pillar denotes, in the supreme
sense, the quality of the Lovd’s glorified human life, and in the
spiritual sense the quality of the regenerated  life of man in the
natural degree, as to the will, ver. 135 1 Nings vii. 13-22; height de-
notes quality as (o degrees of good, 650, 44825 cighteen cubits denotes
a full course of temptations, 1709 ; the chapiter denotes inmost good,
because it was as the head, 7859; three denotes perfection, 9825 ;
network and pomdégranates denote scientifics of truth and good, 9727,
9731, 9552-9553 ; upon the chapiter round about, all of brass, denotes
m adjunction, and cven of natural good, 2798, 425, 2973; and “like
unto these had the sccond pillar with network,” denotes that what is
true of the will is also true of the understanding of the natural degree
as to internal and external life, ver. 135 1 Kings vii. 13-22.

18. This is proved from the signification of the captain of the guard
as denoting the merely natural man, ver. 8 of Scraiah the chief priest
as denoting celestial good which is primary, because Seraiah means
prince of the Lord, and thus denotes what is primary, 1482, and the
chicf priest denotes celestial good, 17280 of Z(tph:lﬁi:lh the second
priest as denoting spivitual good which is secondary, hecause Zephaniah
means M secreld of te Lord, and thus denotes charity, and the wouth
of he Lord, and thus denotes truth, 2494, 5664, 6085, 6987, and the
second priest also denotes charity when the first denotes  celestial
good, 17285 and of the three keepers of the door as denoting natural
good thence derived by which is the entrance to higher q‘m)d‘, because
three denotes successive ovder, and thus the ultimate, 6825, 98606, to
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be a keeper denotes to serve or be subscrvient as faith is to charity,
and therefore as natural good is to spiritual good, 372, and the door
denotes that by which there is entrance to higher good, 2356, 2376 ;
and of taking captive as denoting to pervert and destroy, 0348.

19. This is true because the city denotes doctrine or truth, 4oz ; an:
officer set over the men of war denotes inmost truth which defends man
in temptation, 5084, 1604 ; five men of them that saw the king’s face,
denotes inmost truth conjoined to good in peace, since by five is denoted
fewness and also remains, 5291, by men are denoted truths, 429, and by
seeing the king’s face is denoted the conjunction of truth with good in a
state of peace, 1728, 222, 223 ; found in the city, denotes truths which arve
of the church, 402 ; the scribe denotes interior truth which confirms good,
9386 ; the captain of the host denotes interior truth which defends man
in temptation, A.R. 832 ; 1664, 3448 ; mustering the people of the land,
denotes the preparation of man for temptation by ordination and arrange-
ment, 10,217 ; and threescore men of the people of the land, denotes
every ultimate truth by which conflict is maintained and good is con-

firmed, 3306, 429, 1259.

20. This is evident because Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard,
denotes -the vastated natural man under the influence of the love of
dominion, ver. 8; taking the men and bringing them to the king of
Babylon, denotes the rejection of all good affections and true thoughts
in favour of the love of dominion, ver. 19; chap. xxiv. 1; and Riblah
denotes the state of strife in which the love of dominion delights, chap.
xxiil. 33.

51, This is demonstrated from the signification of the king of Babylon
as denoting the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. 1 ; of smiting the men and
putting them to death as denoting to falsify and reject all good and truth,
7130, 4251 ; of Riblah as denoting a quarrelsome spirit and thus hatred,
ver. 20; of Hamath as denoting merely external delight, because it
denotes the love of the world, chap. xvii. 24, 30; and of Judah carried
away captive out of his land by the king of Babylon as denoting that the
love of dominion only acknowledges the church as a means for its own
aggrandiscment, 3054, 1326, 9348.

Going back now to the thirteenth verse, we may usefully reflect upon
the states desceribed up to the present point.  Where the love of ruling
prevails in the corrupted church, there we see that the church can no
Jlonger be supported by natural good nor purified by natural truth. By
the natural good as to the will and understanding denoted by the pillars
of brass, is not to be understood merely natural kindness and benevolence
received hereditarily.  This, indeed, may be useful as an external means
for bringing a man into a state capable of regeneration ; but the natural
good that really supports the church is received from the Lord through
the affection of truth, and thence through truth adopted as a principle
“or as a rule of life, and it may be described as the delight which the
natural man has in the course of regeneration in doing good from a
principle of truth, and after regencration from good conjoined to truth.
And next, by the truth which purifics, we are to understand such truth
as is basced on this natural good, and not natural trath merely.  This may
be illustrated by obscrving, for example, that a person who diligently
obeys the laws of health, and on that account has a healthy body, is
acting from mercly natural truth, if he looks no farther in what he does
than (o the prescrvation of his body for the sake of the enjoyment of life,
without any regard to uses, or to the having of a healthy body in order
that he may thereby minister to the good of others. To have a sound

2Y
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mind inisound body, one must act from sound principles in the mind
as well as from sound principles in the body. It is well known, or it
ought to be well known, that it is the mind “ which doth the body malke,”
and that consequently, cvils and falsities in the mind, first vitiate and cor-
rupt the purest things in the body, and then, extending themselves, produce
discases of various kinds; so that men often wonder how it is that they
are discased and weak more or less in body, when yet they are doing
their best to keep the laws of life on the natural planc.  And this shews
us, therefore, the importance of the spiritual purification spoken of in the
internal sense of our chapter.  If @ man would be spivitually pure, he
must shun evils and falsities in Wimself as sies againse tee Lord, and must
avoid the vices of intemperance in all their forms, as far as regards the
body, for the same reason. And he may be sure that if he first purifies
the mind, he will then the more easily purify the body. But on the other
hand, if 2 man cherishes evils and falsities in the mind, and especially if he
cherishes a domieering and quarrclsome spirit, he will then destroy in
himscll not only the natural good which supports the church, but also the
natural truth that is intended for its purification. Here then we may see
how important are the laws of life contained m the internal sense
of the Word, and now revealed through the instrumentality of the
Lord’s appointed messenger Emanuel Swedenborg, for the regulation of
the life of man.

But notice now, in the next two verses, the cxtensiosn of the power of the
infernal love which is the subject of this chapter, to the destruction of
the externals of the natural man.  Pots and shovels and snuffers and
spoons and firepans and basons, spiritually speaking, whether they be
of brass only or of gold and silver, by no means escape the operation of
interior and inmost affections which aspire alter power for selfish ends.
And herein the essential character of the most external things of worship
in modern Babylon may be clearly cnough discerned. Although these
external things, that is, are glittering and bright with all outward
magnificence and ritualistic splendour, yet they are, after all, only the
degraded forms of internal corruption.  Iave we not before our eyes in
this day convincing evidence of what the corrupted and vastated Christian
Church has passed through'?

That, however, is only one side or onc aspect of the picture.  There is
another. 1 the outward forms of the past degencracy remain, yet also
there are now the signs of @ great change throughout the world for the
better. No great event, such as the Last Judgment in the world of spirits
in the middle of the eighteenth century, could happen among men in the
inner spheres of life, and not produce certain effects in the outer spheres.
There 1s a new spirit abroad among men. There is greater freedom in
thinking and acting than there ever was. And the promises of the ages
are sure of their fulfilment in a slowly regenerating state of mankind.
Who can read the signs of the times in modern history and experience,
and not perceive that the old heavens and the old earth are passed away,
and that all things are now being made new ?

But I am anticipating, and we must now notice that, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth verses of this chapter, the inestimable value of external
worship when it is zo/ corrupted, is clearly set before us.  The brass of
all the vessels which were carried away by the Babylonians is beyond
weighing.  This is a description of the incaleulable importance of simple
natural good in the best sense, and that it will always endure, is signified
by the particular account of the construction of the great pillars as given
in the seventeenth verse.

But, in the next four verses, we have again an orderly description
of the cvil effects of the love of power from the inmost degree of the
mind to its ultimates.  And no less remarkable than the order of the series
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of the internal sense here, is the wonderful adaptation of the terms
which are correspondential in the literal sense, and this especially,
a5 to the names and meanings of the persons and places. For it
cannot have escaped the observation of the student or reader,] n
going through these expositions, that the meaning of a name has
in cvery casc yielded up, with more or less exactness, ‘thl()ugh C(?l»
respondences, the spiritual significance of it, and not the least re-
markable case is that of the name Riblah, where it has occurred. And,
in short, the correspondence of the names is only a little less.\\'pnderful
(han that of the numbers in the inspired volume.  In aword, it is much
casier to comprehend the correspondence of certam natural things .;md
phenomena, than it is to understand that of the name of any person
or place, and again much easier to perceive the signification of a name
than of a number. The reason is because the correspondence of
numbers is more universal, and because the same number involves
several spiritual things at once, and all .tho.sc things, in some way, have
relation Lo the particular subject of the internal sensc. And hence then
is to be seen the inadequacy of ordinary language to express the]
internal sense fully, although it is, as we all know, exceedingly useful
in the exposition and illustration of it. We may now observe, however,
that an extended illustration of the last four verses, after the foregoing
remarks, is not essential, as the rcader, by pondering upon their contents,
will be able to find such illustration, from the study of the particular
correspondences, and their application in each verse, and also to \'crn’)f
them by a study of the references.

22, This is proved as follows i the people who were left in t‘hc land
of Judah, denote those in the church who are m good, 4068, 3054 ;
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, chap.
xxiv. 13 it is not the love of dominion, or those in tlmtﬂlov(b:, but the Lord
who provides for the remnant, 576 ; Gedaliah means God is n1y §realness,
or the fringe of the Lord, and therefore denotes truths most external in the
literal sense of the Word, 2001, 3540, 9917 ;5 the king of Babylon making
Gedalinh governor, denotes that such truths are falsificd by the love
of dominion, chap. sxiv. 1; Ahikam means @ brother who raises up,
and therefore denotes interior good—that is, the good of truth, 367, 2508,
2360 ; and Shaphan denotes truth, and here interior truth in obscurity,
because he is described as the father of Ahikam, and because his name
means 2eeir brink or lip, also a rabbit or wild raf, and thus denotes
interior truth manifested in the exterior or literal sense of the Word
obscurely, 1321, 1322, 1327 ; chap. xxii. 3, I2.

23. This is evident because by the captains of the forces and their men
are denoted those who are in an obscure state as to good and as to
truth, .2, 8325 420 ; by hearing is denoted perception, 31635 by the
king of Babylon is denoted the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. 1; by
Gedaliah is denoted truth most external in the literal sense of the Word,
ver. 22 ; by a governor is denoted, evidently, one exercising authority,
10,789-10,791 ; by Mizpah is denoted a state of watchfulness, 4198 ; b?r
Ishmael is denoted natural reason, 1890, 1911 ; by Nethaniah is meant,
and therefore is denoted, the wift of the Lord, 8899 ; Johanan means
liberal, merciful, and one who granls [avours, and therefore by him
is denoted natural affection, 51323 Kareah mcans dald, and therefore
by him is denoted lack of truth, 3301 5 by Scraiah is meant e prince of
the Lord, and thercfore by him is denoted primary truth, 14823
Tanhumeth means, among other things repentance, and thercefore by him
is denoted repentance, 8387-8389 5 a Netophathite means o7z¢ who uiters
o5 lets drop Lruths, and therefore by such a one 1s denoted the truth
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teaching, 25345 Jaazaniah means ‘silom the Lord lears, and therefore
by him is denoted obedience, 2542 ; and a Maacathite means pressed,

bruised, injured, and therefore by such a one is denoted sorrow, 431, 7524.

24. This may be seen from considering that Gedaliah denotes the
letter of the Word falsified, ver. 225 that swearing denotes affirmation,
and thus testimony, 27205 that *them,” denotes the men of the church,
ver. 235 that saying denotes perception, 18225 that “fear not because
of the servants of the Chaldeans,” denote that they should not fear evil
results tfrom the falsities of the love of dominion, 1368, 2541 ; that to
dwell in the land, denotes to abide in apparent good even under the
evil of the prevailing love of dominion, 1293, 567 ; chap. xxiv. 1; and
that ““it shall be well with you,” denotes that the love of dominion
protects those who are in good, 4258.

25. This appears thus: Dby it coming to pass is denoted a change,
4987 5 by the seventh month is denoted, as to those in good, a holy state
of faith, 395 ; ~L.A. 935, but as to the general church full vastation with
regard to faith, 433, 5268 ; by Ishmael the son of Ncthaniah is denoted
natural reason, which is the gift of the Lord, ver. 23; by Elishama is
meant God fearing, and therefore by him is denoted obedience, 2542 ; by
the seed royal is denoted truth, which is the Word from the Lord, 10,249,
1728 ; Dby “ten men with him,” is denoted remains, 576 ; by smiting
Gedaliah is denoted the rejection of truth falsified, 4251 ; ver. 22;
and by Jews and Chaldeans that were with him at Mizpah are denoted
truths combined with falsities, 3880, 3881, 1368, Mizpah denoting the
state of watchfulness in which the man of the church is, ver. 23.

26. This is evident from the signification of all the people, both small
and great, and the captains of the forces, as denoting the men of the
church in various states, as well as their leaders, because people denote
those in truth, 1259, small is predicated of truth, 8457-8459, and great
of good, 2227, and captains denote leaders who are in the knowledges
of truth and good, LA, 8§32 ; of arising as denoting clevation of state,
2401 ;5 of coming to Lgypt as denoting to rely on natural light alone and
to scek instruction thence, 1461, 5406 ; and of being afraid of the Chaldeans
as denoting the fear of trusting truths falsificd by the love of dominion,
1308.

27. This appears from considering that the seven and thirtieth year,
denotes the completion of astate as to good, 1988, 2044, and as to truth,
9od2; that Jehoiachin, in the best sense, denotes one who depends
on the power of the Lord from a state of good, chap. xxiv. §; that the
twelfth month, denotes a full state as to faith, 3272; #./A. 935; that
the seven and twenticth day of the month, denotes conjunction with
the Lord by charity, 9o1, 2141, 5194 ; that the king of Babylon denotes
the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. 1 ; that Evil-merodach mecans, accord-
my to Cruden, Zze fool of Merodack, or the fool wwho grinds bitterly, and
therefore denotes the wealness of the love of dominion or of those in
that love, 83495 //7./7. 10 ; that the beginning of his reign denotes a new
state, 38145 and that lifting up the head of Jehoiachin out of prison,
denotes to be set free from the love of dominion, §124.

28. This is evident because by speaking kindly is clearly denoted the
exercise of charity, 4988, 4992 ; and by sctting the throne of Jehoiachin
above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, is denoted
the exaltation of faith from charity as a governing principle in the church,
the love of dominion being subordinate, chap. xxiv. 8 ; 5313 ; chap. xxiv. I.

CHAPTER XXV : 709

29. This appears from the signification of changing prison garments for
others, as denoting investment with truths instead of falsities, 9952, 5248 :
of eating bread as denoting to be nourished by Divine Good, 4211 ; and
of “all the days of his life,” as denoting to eternity, because days denote
states, 487, and spiritual life is eternal, 6677, 5890.

30. This is true because the king in this case denotes the Lord, 1728 ;
and the provision given by the king daily, denotes support according to
every state of the life, 2493, 8418.

[t now only remains to review the last few verses and, as far as possible,
to shew their agreement, in their internal sense, with the facts of history,
the experiences of mankind, and the general laws of life. It is well that
the concluding verses of these wonderful hooks of the holy Word, which
have engaged the reader’s attention through a long and close series of
investigations, should reveal to us the abounding love and care of the
Heavenly Father for the preservation of a church among men even in
the most degencrate ages. In the twenty-second verse, this is evident.
There arc always some people left in the land, and there is no state of
the heart and mind of men on earth, which may be considered entirely
uninfluenced by Divine Truth. And this verse explains to us how this
happens. Even the love of dominion itself cannot prosper without, at
least, an outward acknowledgment of the Word, as necessary for the
government of the church. It has been shewn that Gedaliah means a
fringe or border, and that thus he denotes the literal sense of the Word.
Even the literal sense of the Word can avail to stop the issue of blood,
which is the falsification of truth in the corrupted church. “If I may but
touch His garment,” said the poor woman in the crowd, “I shall be
whole,” Matt. ix. 21.  The reason is, because, although the love of
dominion falsifies the Word, it cannot destroy its genuine sense in the
letter, nor can it prevent its being the medium of Divine Influx when it is
touched.  “ Somebody hath touched Me,” said the Lord, “for I perceive
that virtue is gone out of Me,” Luke viii. 46. This is a correct picture of
the people who are represented by those who were left in the land, and over
whom Gedaliah was made governor. And, moreover, in the genealogy
of Gedaliah we have at once expressed, the mode of the Divine Influx,
and of man’s co-operation ; for Divine Truth flows in abundantly when a
man lives according to the principle of simple good, which is the brother
raised up 3 and so; indeed, i another way, truth received into the under-
standing, which is Shaphan #e seribe, may be called the father of Ahikam.

In the next verse, however, we have even a clearer description of a very
great number of persons in the present day, who, being in obscurity as to
matters of religion, on account of prevailing errors founded on misinter-
pretations of the letter of the Word, are yet o7 /e waiclk lest they should
be deluded in their lives by falsified truths; and we see how, in the
following verse, they are tempted. “Dwell in the land, and serve the
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.” But, before proceeding,
notie how correctly their state is described by the names mentioned in
the twenty-third verse. Natural reason which is acknowledged by them
to be from the Lord, and natural affection which is also admitted by them
to be on/y natural affection, both impel them to resist, in their lives at
any rate, prevailing falsities, and by doing the works of repentance and
obedience, to be faithful to their Lord amid all their doubts, difficulties,
and sorrows. And.then a certain result inevitably follows. Such persons
cannot fail to reject the falsified truths of a too popular theology, this
rejection being here represented by the smiting of Gedaliah, and by his
death as recorded in the twenty-fifth verse; while their place of refuge,
meanwhile, is well described in the internal sense of the following verse.
The Lord gives them instruction through their common perception of
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truths, and prevents them, in a most wonderful and merciful way, from
imbibing and confirming delusive errors, Mark xvi. 18

Now also, in what follows, we have another living picture verified by
modern history, and by actual facts in regard to the Christian Church of
the immediate past, and of the present time. We have seen, in the course
of the struggles of nations, and we see before our eycs in this day, that the
predominating influence of those in the lust of ruling in ecclesiastical
matters has been, and is now, greatly weakened ; and that, as a conse-
quence of great changes which have taken place in the inner world of
spirits, and thence in the minds and hearts of men on earth recently, there
is now greater light and liberty in regard to spiritual things. And all this
1s really prophetically described in the closing verses of this chapter, and
this book of the Word. And this, we may depend upon it, is not a merely
accidental coincidence, as some might imagine, or of human ingenuity in
explaining the sacred oracles, as others might fancy, but it is because the
Word has heen so constructed by Divine Wisdom as really to contain
interior Divine Truths in every sentence and in every word for the en-
lightenment of mankind in all ages. Ifor Evil-merodach, as we have
seen, is @ just representative, in his treatment of the captive monarch
Jehoiachin, of the weakened love of dominion accommodating itself, in
modern times, to the changed states of nations and of individuals, and
mteriorly, of that love retaining some fragment of its former overwhelming
influence and power. This, of course, 1s, to some extent, what may be
considered as the internal historical sense of this part of the Word.

But there is, as we know, a still more interior and inmost sense, in
which we may see, in this prince, the Lord Himself, mercifully providing
for the establishment of that new and glorious Dispensation of Divine
Truth, which is elsewhere termed the New Jerusalem. And in this
respect also, are the closing verses of this chapter and this book, at once
simple and sublime. For that which describes the state of the reviving
church on earth, describes also the perfect heavenly state of the true
Christian.  As the ages pass, cach of us, who humbly and fully depends
upon the Lord for all things, natural and spiritual alike, must become
more and more, in that state in which man’s life is not reckoned by ages,

a perfect form of the celestial life, of which the crowning glories are

humility, innocence, and peace, fully harmonizing with the clearest per-
ceptions of truth, the most exalted realization of love, and the widest
sphere of a vigorous and ever active usefulness.

THE END
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