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conscience-s-still within, and giving to everyone the capacity
to receive truth, to reform, become regenerate, and eventually
be an. al:gel in heaven. But equally, it must be confessed,
there IS In everyone a nature which is carnal sensual and.
devilish. In this part of man's compound bein:y SELF l:eio'ns
ki b b, lng, a very.1\{OLOCH. The trail of the serpent is over it all.
~ dreac!flll hierarchy surround the throne of K lng Self': nmbi­
tIOl1, pride, cn'vy, hate, greed, Just, annrchy, po llution, falsilr,
reve!Jge, remorse, ."'ith thousands of subordinates, occupy this
portion of the territory of Mansoul. From these rebellion and
opposition arise from time to timc ; and until this lower region
of the nature of 1113.n is subdued, reformed, and regenerated,
there can be ~10 true and lasti.ng peace in the soul, no lasting
order or happiness at h0111e or In the 'world.

.After the knowledge of God and His Divine will as embodied
~n .His bless.ed C0I11111anclIllen.ts, exists with .~lS, rc;poncled to as
~t IS by the impulses of. conscience within, the first decisive step
In the ,"yay to heaven IS repentance. \Ve examine ourselves,
and see, by t~1e light of the J)i~rine law, in wh« t we do ''"Tong.
])0 we set pride where the S~1\'IOllr should be, fashion for faith ?
Do we neglect the Word of Goel or the worship of Cod ? 1)0

we prefer the world to heaven? ])0 \\T injure others in mind
body, or estate? Arc we unjust to the 'cbilllS or duty ~ln(i
hOI~cst:y? Are we careless of truth when we think lies or pre­
vancations would better serve our purpose? Are we envious or
~ove~~us of what is possessed by others? These are the
mqumes to' be made honestly by one who desires genuine
repentance, and he will not fail to find wherein he has done
amiss. By the law is the knowledze of sin. With the know­
l~dge of sin. will come the kno\vledt:Jge of the consequences of
sin-e-depravity o~ the s~ul, the wreck of peace, being shut out of
heaven, everlasting rum, The 1110re we ponder over these,
the n1?re s~lall 'we be filled with SOlTO\V, even to anguish and
despair, while 'we are led to "the Saviour, the Livina God 'who
is the Saviour of all men, and specially of those that belie~e."

We must not confound SOITo"r with repentance. Genuine
SOlTO\V leads to repentance, but it is not itself repentance. Re­
pel.1tal1~e. is CHANGE OF IVllND, manifested by change of conduct.
It IS 'VIlh~1g not. to do the evil things we have done, because
they ~re. SIns against God, proved by actual change. Cease to
do evil, learn to do well, Genuine repentance will be attended

, by severe struggles in proportion as the evil has been lone
rooted and much practised; yet with faithfulness to truth and

perseverance there is 110 evil, however inveterate, but can be
fL111y subdued, and the soul be saved alive. ,

To acquire spiritual victories over ourselves-s-the most real
and true victories that are achieved in the world-s-there must be
no illusions, no substitutions, no" hiding our sinful propensities
frOI11 ourselves, but honest confession and honest change. We
11111St really do as they did at Nineveh, TURN FR01\[ OUR EVIL

\VA Y. If \\'C have cherished pride or vanity, we must do so no
more, If we have blasphemed, we must swear no more. If
we have lied, we must be true and frank ;, we must prevaricate
110 more. If we have been peevish and violent, we must be­
corue gentle, courteous, and considerate. If we have sought
dishonest advantages, 'we must become fair, upright, and true
to every engagen1ent, in every office, duty, and employment,
Only thus will genuine repentance proceed. Everything less
than this is only imposing upon ourselves. " When the 'wicked
111an turneth a,vay from his wickedness that he hath committed,
and doeth that which is lawful and right, HE SHALL SAVE HIS

SOUL ALIVE. Because he' considereth, 'and turneth R\Vay from
all his transgressions that he hath committed, HE SHALL SURELY

LIVE, HE SHALL NOT DIE" (Ezek. xviii. 27-28).
These lessons are so plainly and so palpably the dictates of

COt1111101l sense, as welt as the direct teachings or Scripture, that
we ;t rc amazed at objections being made to them, yet objec­
tions arc widespread and frequent. The selfish, natural man
will strive to change anything but himself 1'0 avoid this he
will turn, and argue, and wrangle to the last hour, and then
expect to be changed by a prayer or a belief at his last gasp.
His secret belief is that what is wanted is to change God and
make Him favourable, and then he will be allowed to enter
heaven ; and, then he proceeds to devise how it can be done.
Some imagine delinquencies in the week can be made up for
by attendances at meetings, and what are called the means of
religion, while their native greed, covered by a plan of religion,
gro\vs on during life, and they become hard gripping masses of
selfishness, miserable in themselves, and close and bitter
.cncmics of all who are not subservient to their gains. Others
slipposethat certain ceremonies of religion and the verbal
assu ranee or forgi vcnness by a priest will make them all right;
and when they have made what they call a clean breast of it,
they have clone what religion requires, and go and indulge their
appetites and their passions again, thus staving off that in­
ward change of heart, mind, and life which introduces heaven
at hOI11e, and thus prepares for heaven hereafter.
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A third class, and that a very demonstrative one at the pre­
sent day, for .real repel:tance, substitute what they call faith-a
v~ry small faltl:-a belief of the one fact that the Lord Jesus
(he~ to save Sinners, and to save them individually, and this
b.ehefonly secures the favour of Gael, and brings forth of neces­
sity all manner of good works, It is perfectly true that the
Lord Jesus .died to save sinners, and everyone 111ay add with
devout gratitude, to save every rn.m, and to S1\ VF. 1\fE; out it
was .to enable me to repent, and to win IllY hear! that I might
be Induced to repent. H, unhappily, 1 substitut« this con­
descens.ion of Infinite Mercy for IllY duty of rcpcntn ncc, I am
destroy~ng luyself.by the very 111Cal1S or help. 'l'he Lord Jesus,
after I-Il~ r~surre~tl.on,sent forth l=-:Iis disciples, "rrhat repentance
and rermssiou of SIns should be preached in His name amom;
all natio:ls, beginning at Jerusalem" (Luke xxiv. 47). 'He e:­
alted Hlll1Self "to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repen­
tance . to Israel, and forgiveness of sins" (Acts v. 3 I). The
.Lord IS not slack concerning His promise, as some 111Cn count
slackness j. but is long-suffering to usward, not willinj; that any
shoulc~.pensh, but that ALL SHOULlJ. COl\IE TO H.EPENTANCE (2

Peter 111. 9). "As rnany as I love I rebuke and chasten: be
zeal.ous therefore and repent" (Rev, iii. 1<)). "JZepent, or else
I will come unto thee quickly, and will lIght ~Igainst them with
the sword of Illy mouth." "H..cmcrnbcr therefore lrom whence
thou art fallen, and repent and do the first works : or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of its place." .

Indeed, the indispensable character of repentance is insisted
~lpon by every part of the Word-s-Law, Prophets, and Gospel.
1he Lord Jesus constantly preached repentance, and exhorted
men to bring forth fruits meet for REPENTANCE. It is said,
h~"we~er, that thi? particular faith 'will of itself produce the
rejection of all evil, and perfect obedience to the Divine com­
mandments, and yet we are often told, and the burden of half
the sermons in thousands of pulpits is, that no one can keep
God's commandments either with or without this faith. It IS
said that Gael's comrnandments are something so hard, and so
extensive, and so difficult, that no one has kept them, or can
keep tl~e.n:. But how contrary this is 1'1'0111 the rCI ncscntutious
~f the Dlv~ne "V~:)l'd, a~lcl from the very nature of things, a vcry
little consideration will clearly show, God's commandments
are the laws of right. Is right really so much harder than
wrong ? Is speaking the truth so much harder than speaking

lies? Is a career of honesty harclcr·th~n a career of crime?
Is a life of pollution, with broken health broken character and
a depraved mind, really easier than a course of virtue p~Jrity
and chaste feeling? Has it ceased to be true "that ~he wn \~
of tra~1sgressors is hard :'? Does t.he Almightyno longer say t~
the wicked man, "'rlune own wickedness shall correct thee,
and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore an: 1
see that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken the
Lord thy God, and that My fear is not in thee"? Have our
Lord's wonJ.s r~ally ceased to be true-" 1V[y yoke is easy, aIHI
My burden IS hght?" Indeed, all the talk of Illany preachers,
\\"1:0. are very zealous but ,,:ery unwise, is really a libel upon the
l)I~v'lne J\1aJesty. they desire to serve, as if He had made a
umverse .that will .not work by the laws upon which he con­
structed It, that evil beats .Hin1 in His own field of operations,
and) H~ ~an only get men Into heaven ?n another plan.

But It IS not true that the ~vay of rizhteousness is hard or
that repentance is difficult to the person who is zenuine anc]

. b

sIn~ere. .Let. a person p~'ay before the Lord Jesus [or help
agaIllst. Ius SIl?S, and aVOId the temptation to commit it, and
help will be given, He 11lUSt not let his mind hanker after it.
though his feet 111ay be turned in another direction. He Blust
tllr~l his 111.ind a\vay, and shun his old associates, and the scenes
of i?nner l~l~lulgel1ces, praying the Lord to give a new heart and
a nght spint, and after a little perseverance he will find he
loathes what he once loved, and loves 'what he once loathed.
The Divine aid will be given him and the Divine benediction
will make hi111 happy. The slain lion of his sin will soon be
found full of honey. His wilderness will smile like Eden am 1
his 51 esert like .the garden.o~ the Lord. Joy and gladness 'shall
be founel therein, thapksglvl.ng, and the voice of melody, The
heart of the true penitent WIll soon be filled with love his Blind
with light, and his life with virtue. He must not' however
suppose that these things 'will COBle of themselves, 'Faith wili
not prod~lc~ ~ood works of i~sel£ Faith alone 'will produce
nothing ; It IS Itself dead. Faith, warmed with love will show
the Lord the fountain of goodness, 'vill teach what to shun, an. 1
what to do, and throw light over every Illative to virtue, and
thcn we must work out our salvation with fear and trembline.
'Ve. Blust ,~ork, because it is right to work, We Blust ,vol~i;.
untll.\ve delight to work in the service of Him who is always
working for us. \Ve must work until it is our very heaven to
do our Heavenly Father's will. And this will come, for in
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doing His commandments there is gre8.t reward. "I-1et your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good 'Yorks,
and glorify your Father, Who is in heaven."

If in the early clays of your repentance you slip and fall, try
again. The child seldom learns to walk without a fall or two.
'Try again. Look in hope and confidence to the Saviour Gael,
and keep as far as possible from temptation, praying earnestly
for Divine assistance, and you will conquer 0gain and ~lgail1,

until you C8.11 not only walk in the path lo heaven, hut run.
"'fIley that wait upon the 1-1on1 shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with "rings as e~lg1es, they shall run and
not be weary, and they shall walk a11(1 not faint." Let the
repentant sinner look to his COl11 passionate Saviour, and his
very nature "will become transformed. He will eat the Saviour's
flesh, and drink His blood. His Divine goollness and wisdom
wil] be imparted to him, and he will realize His image and
likeness. He will become a little heaven, and thus prepJ.re for
the greater. He will receive heaven into him, and thus learn
by sure experience that heaven will receive him into it. Of the
Ninevites it is said that God repented of the evil that IIc had
said He would do unto them, This is, however, only the
language of appearance. God never does evil to any. Goel
never repents' (Num. xxiii, 19; J S~l1l1. xv. 29). Because (;od
maintains the wise and righteous laws by violation of which the
wicked endure punishment, Llc is said to punish them. The
real truth is, theypunish themselves. The sun is said to tor­
ture the inflamed eye. Remove the disease, a11l1 the same sun
delights and cheers. So when Nineveh repented, the evils
passed away, and God, \Vh0111 their sins had hidden behind a
lurid cloud, now came forth in brightness and in blessing. To
them it seemed that God had repented. The reality was that
God, who had been waiting' to be gracious, could now shed
abroad upon them Iris grace and peace. Let the sinner turn
from his evil 'Yay, from faith in FIts Saviour, 'who is a Father of
love, and to him the Sun of lZighteousness will arise with heal­
ing in His wings.

JONAII AND TIlE GOURD.

(( Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast no'
aboured, neither madest ~t grow; which can~e up in ~ night, and perished in a night:

And should not I spare N meveh, that great CIL)', wherem are more than sixscore thousand
persol1,~ that cann.ot discern between their right hand and their left hand; and also much
cattle. -JONAH IV. !O, II. '

D~VINE Mercy had 'Yarned and preserved the great city of
NIneveh, but the narrow-hearted prophet Jonah was disappointed
and angry. He would rather his consistency had been main­
tained, although a whole people had perished. He had gone
to the outside of Nineveh. He made a small booth to shield
hi111 from the hot rays of the sun, and watched and waited to
see what would be the fate of the city. The day was hot, and
the prophet vexed, fretful, and weary. After one day thus
spent) during the night there grew up a plant of the melon or
calabash kind, 'with green wide-spreading leaves, and this gave
an agreeable shelter to the prophet for another day. Another
night came, and as it passed into morning the gourd, so grateful
~o the h~at-harassedprophet, was seen to have lost its vigour;
It was blighted by a worm, and no longer lent its pleasant shade.
It was dead. Fainting beneath the breath of the hot wind, the
prophet wished to die. He was disappointed and forlorn; he
could see no use in his life. He was despairing, and sighed to
quit his post. Like ll1any a weary soul deficient in faith, he had
not yet learned submission and confidence, and pined and
prayed that his toil and his life might end, as if He who gives
our life, ~nd s~es our future, did not best know the time, place,
and way In which to draw it to a close.

God is said to have prepared the gourd, and prepared the
worm, and also the vehement east wind which the prophet felt
to be so distressing, because He intended to give Jonah a lesson,
and through him to gi ve a lesson to all who would narrow
Divine mercies to their own little stand-point, and to teach that
all mankind are His children, for whom He cares. Each corn-
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munity, each dispensation, each section of n18.l~kind, bas its OW~l
work and its ministration to do, but not for Itself only. It IS

part of that grand whole, that entire humanity, wl.1ich the Eternal
governs with equal wisdom, and rega~ds 'YI~h ~q~al love.
Jonah was the rcpresentattve of the JewIsh natiou In Its exclu­
siveness and intolerance towards others. lIe \vou.ld have
nothing to do with the natio.nsaround if he could help. It: SUC~l
was the feeling of the JewIsh Church. How unworthily this
sectarian exclusiveness was, the Lord taugh t the prophet, by
representing the ch~rcl~ he loved as a ~our~l',a 111~rC le~llpor~:ry
plant, which speedily Iives and spe.cdlly d,les, not. a. gl a~l~l. en­
during thing at all. It sprang up l,n a nIght, and It perished
in a night. 1'0 show the unworthIness an~ smallness of the
bigoted sentiment, the Lord. secondly. led him to ~onslder .that
as he loved his gourd which had Interested hIS affections,
although it had grown up without his lalJo~r, had been so
temporary, and was so slight, how could h~ fall to see that the
Universal Father must love the vast n1ul~lt~1c1e \VIIOI\1 HE HAD

:MADE and who in their weakness and their Ignorance so much
need~d His mercy and His care. .

\Ve have said the Jewish Church was like a gourd: Its
growth was quick, it had an i1l1posing ~ppcarancc, but It was
not solid; in fact, was not a real, endurIng church at all. It
had, a shadow of good things. It was a. figure of the true, but
it was only a figure. It was as a g.ourd IS to the nobler trce~s,
the olive, the vine, the fig, or the timber tr?es. l.t "vas a gOUld
that grew up in a night. The au tward clrcun1cl~lon was n?t
that inward purification which a r~al church requues--the C11'­

cU1TIcision of the heart. The sacrifices of lambs, sheep, goats,
bulls, were but coarse things f~r \vorsh.ip, though they \:ere the
necessary symbols of the affections wll1~h ~ffer the sacnfic.es of
thanksgiving, the offerings of self-d~~hcatlon, the \vorsh~p of
the broken and the contrite heart. I he elaborate and minute
ceremonies, the numerous statutes, the hierarchial and decorat~d
priesthood, and in?eed all th.e arran~en:el1ts.o~ Israe\ In,

Canaan, were expedient for a tlln~, until .the Divine Sa, lour
should bring glad tidings of great JOY, whjch should be for all
people; tidings of fatherhood for ~ll 111en, brotherhood for all
men, regeneration for all the obedient, and. heaven for all who

would live for it. . .
1'he jewish Church, like .the gourd, gre\~ ~p 111 a night. .It

was ,a dark night indeed of Idolatry, superstltlol~, and depravity
when that church was founded, and long centunes were to pass,

on. ~efore ~len could learn to worship their heavenly Father in
spmt and In truth. Even a' poor literal symbol of a church
111USt be' endured until the fulness of time should C011le the
dark'1:l1id~ightwhen men became even false to their syn;bols,
and substituted their own miserable traditions, making the corn­
mandments of God, even as they understood them, of none
effect. They 'would then go down in a night, and a new day
from the Sun of Righteousness would dawn upon the world.
IIow accurately the gourd, a sort of great herb, represents the
Jewish Church, and its very external character will be evident
if \ve reflect that the noble and enduring trees correspond to
th.e interior and enduring principles of Christian love, Christian
faith, Christian virtue, and Christian intelligence. Thus the
two olive trees which Zechariah saw in vision, right and left of
the golden candlestick which poured forth golden oil, and which.
are said to stand by the Lord of the whole earth (iv. 14), can.
be no other than the t\VO grand affections of love to God and'
love to man, from which the sacred oil, the golden oil of synl­
pathy:, diffuses itself among mankind, That oil softens every
aspent~, heals every wound, and fil~s the hearts of men with joy
(Isa. lxi, 3). These are the two olive trees 'which no man must
kill, or he will spiritually kill himself, and shut up heaven against
him (Rev. xi. 5,6).. .

The vine, too, which produces the wine which" cheers oath
God and 111an," corresponds to the faith which imparts confi­
dence, makes the eye gleam with victory, and inspires with
h~pe, exhilaration, and the foretaste of peace. "I am the vine,"
said the Lord Jesus, "ye are the branches. He that abideth
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much. fruit for:
without Me ye can do nothing" (John xv. IS). ..This' faith is.
the tree, whose seed is at first the smallest of all seeds, the faith
which is like the mustard seed, minute, but warm, and which
as \:e are faithful, grows up, expands its principles like branches: .
un ttl they protect and bless the whole mind, The fig. tree,
though it produces less precious fruit, still brings forth fruit, and,
corresponds to that obedience in daily life which induces
~onesty, integrity, usefulness, without which society, is unstable,.
like a house without solid foundations.

" Religion's path they never trod
Who equity contemn; J

Nor ever are they just to God,
\Vho prove unjust to men."

.When Jesus found no fruituponthe. fig tree, He said, '.'Let"
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no fruit grow on thee hencefonvard and for ever." If there
were none of the lower virtues, it was quite useless to expect
the higher.

Even the timber trees correspond to great principles of
understanding which grow up in the intellect, and make the
mind like a goodly park, diversified by pastures of instructive
nutriment, unfoldings of glorious perceptions, and grand de­
velopments of thought. " I will set in the desert the fir tree,
the pine and the box tree together, that they may see and know
.and understand together that the hand of the Lord hath done
-this, and the Holy One of Israel hath created it" (Isa. xli. 19,

:'20). The trees which are to be planted to enable us to see
.~ .and know and understand together, can only be such trees as
::grow from the seed of the Word of God (Luke viii. I I), and

tend to make the soul like a watered garden, as the Lord pro­
mised by the prophet (Isa. 1vi ii. I I).

All the trees, however, which we have enumerated, and which
correspond to grand interior principles, are firm, enduring,
1flQble trees, which are not only valuable by their fruits, but
.endure for ages. The gourd is a vcry different production, and
-when the gourd was presented to ] onah as the sym bol of that

.'system or dispensation he so much loved, it was to intimate its
..temporary and inferior character. It grew up in a night, it would
'"pe;rish in a night. It was an agreeable shade while it lasted.
It was an assurance of the Divine protection in the storms of
life, and from the hot breath of ambition which blew from the
'world around them, in which proud conquerors trampled on
subject and subjugated nations, but it would serve only for the
little day of human life. It concerned this world only. Its
rewards were temporal, its punishments temporal, If they
were willing and obedient, they would eat the fruit of the land;
put if they refused and rebelled, they would perish by the sword,
for the mouth of the Lord bad spoken it (Isa. i. 19, 20).

The Israelitish dispensation, so far as it was merely national
and purely Jewish, was a gourd, a temporary expedient a1110ng
people essentially external and interiorly idolatrous, whose

/ aims, even in religion, were to be great, rather than good-who
sought by worshipping God to abound in temporal wealth.
Such a dispensation could only be of a transient kind. It W~IS

a figure, as the Apostle said, "for the time then present, in
which were offered Loth gifts and sacrifices, that could not Blake
him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;
which stood ~ply in meats And drinks, and divers washings and

carnal, ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reforrna­
tion" (~eb. ix. 9, 10).. . Such a systemmust in its very nature
~e transient. When spiritual and eternal principles were brought
1~ by the b~ess~d I<~e~eenler.Hinls~lf, who was our heavenly
I~ ather, manifesting Hl111Self In Christ, the figures would give
way to the true-the shadows would pass and disappear before
t~e splendours .of a new ~nd brighter day. The gourd would
die, but the olives, the VInes, and the fig-trees would flourish
and bless mankind. Yet Jonah loved his gourd, and the Jew~
loved deeply their] erusalem.

Men of profounder nature can only faintly realize the inten­
s.ity of feeling \~ith which a Jew regards his ancient country.
Jonah loved hIS gourd. Other lands ll1ay be 1110re beautiful,
1110re f~r~i~e, ~nd 1110re productive. Oth~r nations may be, and
other civilizations are more powerful; but III Jerusalern his fathers
worshipped, there God manifestedHimself to His people, therethe
temple stood, and to it all his hallowed memories fondly turn.
Wherever the Jew nlay have been, he has still had his heart
attached to Jerusalern by the most surpassing literature, the
1110St tender and magnificent poetry in the world-the literature
and the poetry in which Infinite Wisdom has enshrined diviner
thin.gs. The Jew in foreign lands has been taught with deepest
feeling to say, If I forget thee, a Jerusalem, let 111y right hand
forget her cunning; if I do not remember thee, let IllY tongue
denvc to the roof of ll1Y 1110Uth, if I prefer not ] crusalcm
above IllY chief joy. Jonah has loved his gourd, and when it
perished, as all human things perish, when they enclose in
their heart of hearts the worm of gnawing selfishness, he
suffered bitterly, and said, "It is better for me to die than to
live." Each Jew was angry with the Divine Providence and
said" I do well to be angry even unto death." ,

It is to this state of mind that Divine Mercy addresses the
argument of the remaining portion of the text. It is as if He
f aid, " You are very tender and affectionate to your dispensa­
d.on, for which you indeed did not labour, but which was My
gift ; how much more should I care for the world outside of
you, to which in comparison ye are only as a gourd compared
to the vast city of Nineveh? That city contains 1110re than a
million of people whom I created, and 'Vh0111 I every 1110111ent
preserve, for' in Me they live, and move, and have their being.'
Can it be, think you, that I do not care for and love them, and the
thousand millions of mankind, when I care for and love you who
are so few P Look, too, at the vast number of the ignorant. In
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Nineveh there are one hundred and twenty thousand persons
.so young, and so ignorant, that they cannot discern their right
hand from their left. They are in the innocence of ignorance;

·U1USt they perish in whom there is no actual sin? Know you
not that 'it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of
these little ones should pcrish P' "

With this Divine lesson before them, is it not extraordinary
that there are readers of the Bible, and professors of Christianity,
who imagine that none but those who believe as they do can
avoid everlasting misery? The remonstrance to Jo nn h, brought
horne to him as it was by Divine 'Visdo111, exhibited the error
into which he had fallen, so that there was no possible reply.
But what was that mistake to the monstrous idea that Infinite
Mercy will make the salvation of mil lions upon millions of the
human race to depend upon a few persons who shall go and
preach to them certain opinions upon which these persons lay
exaggerated stress. It is true that we read in Scripture that
"without faith it is impossible to please God." But faith means
the trust which makes a man faithful to what he understands to
be truth. Faith is faithfulness to Cod and God's laws, which is
shown in loving the one and obeying the other. Faith is not
a set of opinions or doctrines which a person or a party ll1ay
dignify with the name of the true faith; but it is a finn and
faithful confidence in what a person's intellect assures him is
true, and therefore he believes to be right. There is a glilll1l1Cr
of truth handed down from past ages in erery part of the earth,
however little Inay have been heard of the Gospel, or the name
of Christian. This glimmer of truth testifies that there is a
God, and that He is the rewarder of those who do His will, and
'shun what He declares to be \vrong. I-Ie who is faithful to tbis
has faith-it lllay be only as a grain of mustard seed; hut it is
that out of which may in good time come, as 1110re truth is dis­
-closed after d.e~th, if not in this world, the grand tree of a fully
.developed religion, under whose branches every bird of soaring
heavenly thought may make its nest.

Let the cruel phantasy that God has no mercv no pity no
Jove, except for Roman Catholics, or except for lj';otestant~, or
except for Methodists, or Calvinists, or SOlDe little sect, be
resigned for ever. Let it die like] onah's gourd, for in truth it
is a ~ot~rd with a worm in it: Self, wrapped round with religious
profession, must the conceited notion be, that God deals round
His favours only to. those who think as we do. " Other sheep,"
the Lord Jesus said, "I have, who are not of this fold; them

also Inust I bring, and they shall hear 11:y voice, and there shall
be one fold and one shepherd " (John x. 16). "Of a truth,"
the Apostle Peter declared, " I perceive that Go~ is no respecter
of persons ; but in every nation he that feareth Him.and worketh
righteousness, is accepted of Hinl " (Acts x. 34, 35). I.n every
nation, when Christianity bad as yet only been preached In a few
cities out of Jerusalem, and when consequently ~ystellls. of
idolatry prevailed almost all over the earth-c-notwithstanding
t hat, in every nation those who feared God under any name,
andworked righteousness, were accepted of Him. " As I11any
who have sinned without law shall also perish without law; and
as Hlany as have sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law,
For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers
of the law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, who have
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these
having not the law are a law unto thel11selves.".. .

They who are faithful to the law of God as gIven In Judaism,
or in any of the hundred forms of Christianity, or the hU1?d.red
forms of Mohammedanism, or the hundred forms of Brahminism
or Buddhism, will be accepted by their heavenly Father in ~he

Eternal \Vorld, as I-Ie has fed them, and caused His sun to shine
11pan them in this; and the mistakes of their religious teaching
will be corrected in that world, where the. secrets of all hearts
will be made known, and every 111a11 be rewarded according as
his 'York shall be (Rev, xxii. 12). Jesus is still the only Saviour,
for I-Ie is the only God of heaven and earth. Every 111an who
adores God under any name, has in his secret thought the idea
of God, vague or clear, in a human form, and God in a hU111an
form.is the Lord Jesus Christ. All power is His, in heaven and on
earth: whoever therefore prays to God for power, for light, for
strength, for comfort, for progress, and feels that Divine help is
given, is receiving aid from the blessed Lord and Saviour, and
being saved by Him, How could the ig?orant all over th.e
world, who, like those of Nineveh, cannot discern between theIr
right hand and left, otherwise be saved at all ?

Those of this description in Nineveh were no doubt very
young children ; but there are multitudes in every age, and all
over the world, of \Vh011l it 1nay be said, as to their spiritual
condition, they cannot discern between their right hand and their
left. Vast numbers make no clear mental distinctions. They
do not discriminate between what they like-which is with
them at the right hand,-and what their intellect teaches should
be done, but which as yet is only at their left hand. Evil
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impulses as yet a~e in the first place, the teaching of better
things only in the second. They have not well weighed and
discerned the immense difference between them, There is a
remarkable reference to the right band and the left in their
spiritual relation in Gen. xlviii. 13, 14. In blessing the sons of
Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, the dying patriarch Israel put
his hands crosswise, his right hand on the hand of Ephraim the
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh, who was nevertheless
the first- born. The spiritual lesson indicated is, that the left
hand side, or the intellectual side of a man's character, 111Ust
for a time take the lead, until the will is regenerated; then the
right hand side will again be restored to its proper place, and
what we love to do when our hearts have been regenerated will
also be right to do.

At the preserit day, however, those who do not spiritually
discern between their right hand and their left are numerous
indeed. There is also much cattle. Thinking; discrirni­
nating, judging, and daring to decide, those noble hU111Un
activities are avoided, and often condemned by those who
should know "better. They treat mankind as the C01111110n
herd, as dU111b driven cattle, and have so stinted them, and
kept education from them, that 11lany are very little 1110re intel­
ligent than the cattle they tend. There is much cattle. N U111­
bel'S do not rise far above the impulses of their animal nature;
yet the Lord, in His mercy, cares for them all. Infinite Love
-Love itself embodied in the Lord Jcsus-> pities them, spares
them, in a thousand ways arranges circumstances to favour the
highest possihle good for them. Let us then in all things adore
the Divine Goodness and Providence. "Bless the Lord, all
His works in all places of His dorninion : bless the Lord, 0
my soul!"

SERl\10N XLVI.

D.A.NIEL AND rrrs TIIREE CO:r-.IPANIONS IN TIlE
PALACE AT .BABYLON.

II Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah : Unto whom the .prince of the eunuchs gave names, for he gave unto Daniel
the name of Delteshazzar, and to Hananiah of Shadrach, and to Mishael of Meshach,
and to Azar iah of Abednego."-DANIEL i. 6, 7.

ONE of the marks of sterling worth in a man, is the courage to
do rightly and to live modestly in the midst of fashionable
splendour and luxurious indulgence. To choose and to follow
(he true path in ordinary circumstances is virtuous and corn­
mendable ; for in all conditions there are temptations to hinder
progress, and in all characters weaknesses to guard, which need
care and fortitude, if we would walk steadily on the path that
leads to life. But, in the palace of a great king, where super­
abundance invites to ease and self-indulgence; where "wealth
clothes itself with magnificence, and the vain and the ostenta­
tious assemble, and claim the court as their own peculiar arena,
to deviate from fashion is to provoke dislike. However meekly
virtue may bear itself among glittering crowds, its purity is felt
as a reproach, and hence it needs a high degree of courage to
be simple without singularity, to be just, temperate, true, con­
scientious, and modest, in all atmosphere tainted with prodi­
gality, flattery, and parade.

Daniel and his youthful friends exhibited this rare virtue.
The court of N ebuchadnezzar must have been an extremely
brilliant one. Babylon stood unrivalled in the days of that
mighty monarch, the capital of a vast empire, upon which

. genius and wealth had combined to lavish all their embellish­
ments, " The grandeur which art had there exhibited, especially
in' the great extension effected by N ebuchadnezzar, has excited
the admiration of ancient historians, as we find' it inflated with
pride the great king himself when he uttered the memorable
words, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom, hy the might of my power, and for the
honour of my majesty."
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Daniel and his companions had been selected from the
crowd of captives from J erusalem, and treated with tenderness,
and might thus have been expected to be induced by gratitude
to fall into the habits of those around them, especially when
those habits were such as to commend themselves to thought­
less gaiety and youthful inexperience. But Daniel and his
three friends ,vere a model to young men. They shewed how
great rnen-i-true men-s-arc made. 'They were abstemious
amidst abundance; self-denying and thoughtful, where they
were moved to be giddy and reckless; determined to preserve
themselves pure and unspotted in t he world. 'rhus, as in the
case of Joseph, their great ancestor, did nolrlc you til lend to
noble manhood, and Babylon, in the proudest noontide of its
glory, saw young men walking firmly amidst its blandishments,
true to their God, and faithful in their obedience to His
Divine \ViII.

Jerusalem had been overthrown, her ten) ple ruined, and the
fire no longer burned on the sacred altar; but these youths
'were exhibiting amidst Gentile volu ptuousness their nation's
truest glory, the glory of training 111Cn to serve the Living Gael.
J~r0111 such men in due time would restoration C01ne. 1'0
avoid stimulating food, and especially st iuiulatint; drinks, is
ever the path of safety for young men. The strong health, the
bounding energy, the warm passions of youth, need no extra
stimulation, and a sound body, the chaste hut vigorous dwelling­
place of a sound mind, the abode of health, and the servant of
the soul, is best secured, as in the case of these noble Hebrew
youths, on plain but sufficient food.

The history of Daniel and his friends, illustrates also the
arrangements of Divine Providence, in preserving always a
virtuous remnant, from which, as seed, when one dispensation
of religion has ended, another can take its rise. Infinite
Mercy and Truth are never left without a witness in the world,
The Lord's flock may thus become a little flock, but the promise
is nevertheless given, "Fear not, little flock, it is your Father's
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." This provision of a
virtuous few, the remnant or the remains of a dispensation
which has in general lost its light, its strength, and its goodness,
is frequently referred to in the Word, "Except the Lord had
left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as
SOdOl11, and we should have been like unto Gomorrah " (Isa.
i. 9). " And the remnant that is escaped of the house'of Judah,
shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : for out

I~ THE PALACE AT BABYLON.

of Jerusalern -shall go fortha remnant, and they that escape out
of Mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall do this"
(Isa. xxxvii. 3 1 ; 32).
, There is.a beaut'iful account in the prophecy of Micah of the
blessed influence on the world at large of a truly heavenly­
minded few. They make little noise, and no ostentation.
They rather do great things than talk them. They are modest
and gentle, but they are the "salt of the earth." "And the
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of 111any people, AS A

UE\V from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarrieth
not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of 111en " (Micah v. 7).
The remnant tarricth not for men, but they wait upon the Lord
and renew their strength. They ask neither councils, parlia­
merits, nor congresses 'what they ought to believe, but they
meditate upon the Word of the Lord day and night. They are
the poor in spirit, whose is the kingdom of heaven. They are
the pure in heart, who see God. They follow not a multitude
to do evil. They are content to be right with two or three,
rather than 'wrong with all the world. Daniel and his co 111­

pan ions were the remnant still left of Israelites indeed, and the
Lord honoured and blessed them, as He always will those who
maintain His truth against popular error and popular guilt.
They ll1ay be a poor and despised minority for a considerable
time, but minorities who love and follow the truth are honoured
as the creators of majorities in after days, and the Lord will
remember them in the day that He makes up His jewels
(M'a!. iii. 17).

Let us.take these lessons from the letter of the Divine Word;
especially let the young keep before their minds the pure
youth, -the noble manhood, and the grand career of Daniel and his
young friends, that they too may become strengthened in the
path of purity and right, bear witness for the truth, like Joseph,
Daniel, and a long line of worthy youths, be examples of all
that is good in manhood, and through a saintly ·old age, make
the last preparation for heaven.

Let us now rise to contemplate this Divine history in its
higher and 1110re spiritual point of view. For Israel's contact with
Babylon '; is .fraught with instruction, and with warning for
every age, The earthly Babylon, in its greedy ambition, its
wide-spread dominion, its vast extent, its unparalleled pomp
and splendour, its hierarchy of priests, and its priest-king-for
the King of Babylon was supreme PontiffofNebo, the sun-god,
as appears ti:0111. his history now deciphered in the arrow-headed
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characters disentombed from buried Chaldea-was in all respects
the antitype of the mystic Babylon which St. John saw in vision,
and which has displayed itself in Christianity in awful linea­
merits of superstition and cruelty, too palpable to be ever
mistaken or forgotten.

Babylon 'was the type of the lust of spiritual dominion, seek­
ing power at first by a diligent acquisition of the knowledge of
holy things, and a great zeal in the ministration of the cere­
monies and the externals of religion. Babylon can receive the
truth, and be 1110St vehement in the proclamat iou of it, can be
1110St zealous for souls, and for the progress of religion, and yet
the real source of all this zeal, be lust of power. Babylon is
called the Lucifer, the light-bearer, the son of the morning, on
account of this pristine zeal for religion. Yet, within, there Inay
lurk a lust such as the prophet describes when he says further,
"'Thou hast said in thine heart I will descend into heaven, I
will exalt nlY throne above the stars of God: I will sit also
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north:
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the
Most High" (Isa. xiv. 13). The approaches of this lust are
insinuating, subtle, and smooth ; very zealous for God, and
goodness, in a certain 'Yay. But, when this tremendous lust
has developed itself, it becomes the 1110St audacious, the 1110st
extravagant, and the 1110st cruel of the insanities hy which the
human race has ever been infested and cursed.

The hateful ambition of the warrior would spare, where the
ambitious priest would slay. Dunstan, 1)01ninic, 'I'orquemada,
Bonner, these are names which have become appellations at

. horror, for they exhibited Babylon full blown; Babylon the
great, with mystery on her forehead, the mother of harlots, and
abominations of the earth, drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of ] esus, The treat­
ment of Daniel and his three friends, in the spiritual sense, is a
description of the manner in which the Babylonish persuasion
treats the Word, and the three great essentials of religion,
charity, faith, and good 'Yorks, in seeking to make them sub­
servient to its am bitious views.

The Babylonians had destroyed J erusalem, burning the house
of the Lord and the king's house, carried away the monarch,
put out his eyes, and bound him in chains, keeping him captive
in prison, in Babylon, to the day of his death (Jercm, Iii. I I). Part
of the vessels of the house of God were carried away, and
brought into the treasure-house of the Eabylonish god Nebo
(Dan. 1. 2), whose name appears in the word N ebuchadnezzar,
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and lllany other names which occur in the Divine history. This
destruction of Jerusalem by Babylon represented the entire
desolation of true religion, when true religion has been weakened
by unworthiness in those who profess it, and their disregard of
its virtues and its aims, A time of judgment and condemna­
tion surely comes 011 those who are· unfaithful to the light; at
length their eyes are put out, the very faculty of understanding
truth becomes lost. 'This terrible result is announced often in
the Word, and is meant when we read in the 'Yarning to the
the church of Ephesus, "Rell1elllber, therefore, from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works ; or else I will
come U11to thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou repent" (Rev. ii, 5). Where Babylon­
ish pride and P0111P prevail, all true and genuine regard for
that new birth which changes the hU111Un character, spiritual­
izing the mind and heart, and planting heaven in the soul, is
kept down and imprisoned as inimical to the parade and mum­
mery which constitute the paraphernalia of Babylon, bewitch­
ing the senses, but leaving the inner man untouched.

Some of the vessels of the house of God were carried to
Babylon, and added to the treasures of their idol god. The
names of Christianity, and such parts of religious knowledge as
can be made serviceable to further the aims of anl bition, decked
out in gaudy religious forms, are taken and used. The splen­
dour of the high priest, the incense, the washings of the Mosaic
law, the names of distinguished persons, the Divine names, the
Virgin, Peter and the Apostles, and certain parts of the letter of
the Word, are used and paraded, but for purposes very different
from those of true religion.

Very much astonished, indeed, would the lowly and modest
mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, have been to find her
history travestied, and herself transformed into the likeness of
the queen of heaven of the Babylonians, whose worship, when
it tainted Israel, was so sternly denounced by the prophet (Jerem.
iv. 4). So, with other Scriptural persons and 'phrases, they are
the vessels of the house of the Lord carried to the treasure­
house of the god of Babylon, and, mixed up with contemptible
rags, relics, and forms, they constitute the means of amusing and
deluding the vulgar, who are kept ignorant that they ll1ay the
better remain obedient to devices and influences so poor and
weak, yet to minds fond of show .so alluring as these.

Daniel, the young prophet, represented the Word ; the three
friends, the three grand essentials of religion, like Peter, James,
and John in the Gospels. Thev are said to be of the king's
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seed, children in whom there is no blemish, but well-favoured
and skilful in all wisdom, because these principles are indeed
derived from the King of kings, and are full of wisdom and
heavenly skilfulness imparted from Him. They are said to be
intended .to be prepared for the Babylonish court, and to add to
its splendour by being fully devoted to the king, by eating of the
king's meat and drinking of the king's wine for three years (verse
5)· The provision of the king's meat consists of the delights of
ambition ; the wine of Babylon is the inebriating persuasion that
it is charming beyond all other charms to have millions SUb111is­
sive to your nod, to say to this man go, and he goeth, and to that
one COl11e, and he cometh. It is the flattering potion for which
the conqueror thirsts and pants, and which he procures often at
an appalling cost of tears and blood. This wine of Babylon is
formed of a witching mixture, of a few truths, so blended with
the spirit of proselytism, and so spiced with llattering deference
to the splendid tastes of the great, and the weaknesses and
vices of the multitude, that the desire to be greatest l11ay be
fully attained; and religion, whose very essence is humility, and
whose very spirit is the love of use by ministries for the good of
others and the sacrifice of self, COl1leS out with claims for lord­
ship, before which all other ambitions are pale and weak. The
greatest of the earth are required to kiss the feet of the pre­
tended representative of the Lowly One, who washed the feet
of His disciples; and the lowliest priest claims to be higher than
the proudest potentate, as if religion of an y kind was not the
destroyer of the lust of being greatest, by the virtue of being
useful, not for self-aggrandizcll1ent, but frOIH thc truth and
goodness of Hi111 \Vho only is wise, Who only is good, and
Whom to serve is life eternal.

It is a horrible thing when the worship of the Lord is turned
into the worship of men, and when to bring this about, religion
is transformed from being the light of heaven, guiding men
rationally to regeneration and to wisdom, into mysteries para­
lysing the rational faculty, and excusing almost every sin and
every folly, if only priestly rule be 111agnifled. The cunning
persuasions by which these things arc accomplished are the
wine of Babylon. The same wine is described in the book of
Revelation: "Conle hither, I will show unto thee the judg­
rnent of the great whore, that sitteth upon l11any waters; with
Wh0111 the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and
the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the
\VINE OF HER FOR,NICATION " (xvi i. I, 2). .:\gai n, "f\ncl he
criedmightily, with-a 'strong .voice, saying, Babylon the great is
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fallen; is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and 'the
hold of every foul spirit, and a- cage of every unclean and hate­
ful bird. And all nations have drunk of the \VINE OF THE
\VRATH OF" HER ,FORNICATION."

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the portion.of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he
drank, therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that
he Blight not defile himself (verse S). The prince of the eunuchs
had the direction of the servants and the arrangement of the
court.in eastern monarchies, and spiritually be will represent the
directing and managing power in the system of Christian
Babylon. Daniel's repugnance to the king's meat and wine,
signifies the aversion of the' entire spirit of the Word to the lust
of dominion, and to all persuasions leading to or justifying self­
8ggrandizenlent. The t\VO systems are as opposite as heaven
and hell. The Word abases human pride, and induces inno­
cence, purity, and the love of use. The lust of dominion inflates
self-importance even to insanity, and leads weak and erring
mortals to deck themselves with gaudy names and meretricious
parade, in ostentatious contrast to the meek principles of the
Prince of Peace. But Daniel declines for himself and his com­
panions to receive the training, or defile themselves with the
dainties and the' allurements of Babylon. They are pressed
but they. remain ' firm. The prince of the eunuchs regards
Daniel especially with love and favour, because the Word,
which Daniel represents, is essential to furnish the few texts and
the authority upon which spiritual ambition founds its claims,
It loves the Word, and it does not love it. It is with them,
the beast that is, and is not, and yet is. The Word with spiri­
tual self-seekers IS,-their treasury of means and weapons, IT IS
NOT,--as a means ,of subduing their pride and regenerating their
souls, and it IS,-,still .to confront them at last, and be their judge
(John xii. 48).

The alteration of the Word of God, and the adaptation of
the great principles' of religion to their own 'purposes, is repre­
sented by the prince of the eunuchs changing the names of
Daniel, and' the distinguished' three who were his friends.
Daniel, which signifies God's judgment, was .changed in to
Belteshazzar, that is, HE WHO LAYS UP TREASURES IN SECRET,­
an alteration implying a change from the free and open charac­
ter of Divine wisdom, to the mysterious closeness which
implies there; are vast treasures in Divine: things, but they arc'
the secret propertyof priests.. The change of. the' other three'
names is equally significant. Hananiah, M ishael, audArariah;'
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which, interpreted, are THE MERCY OF JEHOVAH SENT FROM GOD,

and HEARKENING TO JEHOVAH, were altered to Shadrach, Me­
shach, and Abednego, that is, Shadrach, a tender nipple / M e­
sha~h, that draws with force , and Abednego, or the servant of
Nebo. .

\Vhen a church becornes Babylonish, love, THAT HIGHEST

CHARITY, which was the evidence of Jehovah's mercy, becomes
~!lus-givil)g-a tender but en~laving nipple.. Truth, sent from
God, becomes strong persuasion ; and obedience to Iehovah
whose seryice. is perfect freedon~, is transformed into slavery t~
the ecclesiastical systern. Azariah became Abednego. These
three principles, charity, faith, and good works, Illay s\ill be used,
and made to support Babylon, and they will look well upon
p~lse and water, or supported by the letter of tbe \Vord, and
gIve eclat to a system from which they are interiorly foreign
and to which they are interiorly opposed, '

Daniel is said to have understanding in all visions and
dreams, that is, the Divine Wisdom of the \Vord instructs in all
things which throw light on immortality and revelation from
heaven. The other three are said to be ten times better than
all the magicians and astrologers in the reulm of Bnbylon. For
"charity, faith, and good works," however externally rcgarded,
len~ force and recommendation to dny system into which they
are incorporated, far beyond the cunning devices and maaical
support which it 11lay otherwise receive. These are })fvine
things, and they speak to hU111an sorrows and to human wants.
They commend themselves powerfully to the instincts of the
soul, and touch the secret springs of hUI11an sympathy with a
te~ldern~ss far beyond all juggling cleverness. It is the good
still left 1~ a falle~l churc~ amongst humble pious souls, far better
~han their doctnnes, which prolongs its life, and keeps it linger­
Ing. on, even ,vhel~ obvi.ously o~t of harmony with the new age,
which the Lord In HIS Providence has uiven to the world.
Daniel is said, at the end of the chapter, to continue even unto
the first year of king Cyrus; that is, the Divine Word continues
even to the COIning of the Lord afresh to found a new church.
Cyrus. res~o~'ed Jerusalem; the Lord restores His church by
founding It in a ne\v form, and giving it new prophets. Yet in
the old disl?ens~tion the Word continues until the very end,
and then anses In.to new glory, for though N ineveb mn y expire,
and Babylon perish, the Word of the Lord abides for ever.
Let us pray for the peace of jerusalcm. Let us avoid all con­
tac~ wi~h Babylon, but walk in the light of that golden city,
which IS clear as crystal, and glows with the glory of God.

SERMON XLVII.

NEnqcHADNEZZAR'S DREAM.

H Thou, 0 king, sawcst, and behold a great image. This great image, whose brightness
W;"IS excellent, stood before thee; and the form thercofwas terrible. This image's head was
?f fine ~old, his brea~t and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of
Iron, hIS feet part of Iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out with­
out ~ands" w,hich smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them
to pieces, 1 hen was the Iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that smote the image became
a great mountain.t'-c-Danrar. ii. 31-35.

1'HE dream of King N ebuchadnezzar is introduced to us in a
very striking manner. It evidently impressed and alarmed him
to an extraordinary degree. There are no doubt differences in
dreams as in all the other occurrences of life. There are
elr.ean1s and dreams, There are n1any people who will dis­
11115S dreams altogeth:r as -idle impressions of no significance,
mere results of certain states of the stomachs, Yet it cannot
be denied that the annals of mankind shew that dreams are
sOIn~tiInes reluarka.bly. fulfilled, .and con~ide~'ing how large a
portion of human life IS passed In dreaming, It does not seem
altogether .rationa~ to suppose that they are absolutely without
any meanmg or ll?port whatever, How many dreams, too,
there are related In the Word containing circumstances in
which Divine instructions were given to men involving the
weightiest consequences. For instance, the dreams ofJoseph, the
dreams of Pharaoh, the dreams of Joseph the husband of Mary.
. _ Drea111s. 111ay be regarded ~s having a weighty lesson to teach,
It ,:ve ~onslder them as shewing our capacity for realizing a life
quite Independent of the body or the outward world : and if we
think of themin relation to the truth that we are) associated
mentally :with good spirits or with bad, and conceive that good
dreams, Iike ~ood th?ughts, come from our angelic friends, and
bad dreams, lI~e evil thoughts, come from evil spirits, unplea­
sant dreams will then serve to put us on our guard and inti­
mate that danger is near. Such appears to be the teacl.ing of
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the very interesting and striking passage in ] ob, "For God
speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceivcth it not. In a
dream, in a vision of the night, "when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumbcrings upon the oed, then He opcncth the cars of
men, and sealeth their instruction, that I-Ie Inay draw man from
his purpose, and hide pride from ulan" (xxxiii. I 4-17)·

Some dreams make an impression upon the person "who is
their subject that cannot be shaken off He endeavours to
turn his mind from them, and to think of them no InUIT. But
quite in vain. And Inany are the recorded instances of such
dreams, having weighty significance, having reference to some
crisis in the person's character or condition, which pcrh;q)s
strengthens his conviction that the Most Ll iuh rulclh ill the
kingdoms of 111en, and thus to conduce to chccl~ his self-conceit,
and withdraw his soul from pride. Such a dream was this of
the mighty king of Babylon. He could not remove the impres­
sion that it was a Divine message, lie was deeply moved, so
much so, that he felt if his hierarchy of priests could not explain
it to hi111, it was their condemnation, their system was Iulsc, and
they and it should perish. This arbitrary and awful decision
spread consternation through Babylon. It was a bard thing
which the king required. I-Ie insisted, first, that the wise men
should tell him the dream which he had himself forgollen, and
then he thought he would have a "Tarrant that their interpreta­
tion Inigl~t. also be believed. ]'0 the forlorn priests of N coo,
the condition of the king was simply an impossibility. They
were the blind leaders of the blind; the numerous SUI .portcrs of
a worn-out superstition. They could only say to this cxtruurdi­
nary order like the chiefs of other worn-out superstitions of our
own time, Non jJOSSltJllltS> we are not able.

But Daniel, who heard of this amazing occurrence, and was
concerned-for he too, and his friends were to perish like the
re.st-aI;~,being a seer, "\vith ulldeI~slallding i.ll visions and
dreams, Iie knew that the dream had been P'l vcn Irotn the
spiritual world, and if well-pleasing to th c Lord, it COllI d casil v
be repeated to him. Ill' prayed, and asked his Iricn: Is to pra);,
and lay the whole case before the Lord. 'I'he secret was re­
vealed to him in a night vision; that is, his spiritual sight "was
open~d, ~nd he beheld the. scene which had been prescn ted to
the king In a dream, and with such impressiveness that he had
110 doubt upon the subject, and he broke out into that O"]o",in(r
expression of thankfulness-" Blcssc(l be the n~llne or (;od r(;~
ever and ever: for \"~SdOIn anll lllight are 11is. I than k and

p~aise thee, 0 t~10U God of 111y fathers, Who hast given unto me
"rIsclon~ and might, and hast made known unto me DOW what
,,'.e desired of thee; for thou hast now made known unto us the
long's Blatter."

Daniel desired to )Je. led be~ore· .the king; and having, with
great r~lo~esty: and diffidenc~ disclaimed any peculiar art, skill,
or mer~t In 1:llnse14 he claimed to be able, by the merciful
reve~ation which the God of heaven had vouchsafed in answer
to"Ius pra~er, to relate to the king the impressive and marvellous
dream which he had perceived in the night; and then forgotten.
\VI:cn he had drawn back to the king's recollection the dream
wll1~h had made so deep an impression, and then so mysteriously
~anished frol~l nlenl~)fY, he would proceed to give the interpreta­
~lon: All this he did so completely to the conviction and satis­
faction of the monarch, that he exclaimed "Of a truth it is
that your God is a G?d of gods, and a Lord of kings, and ~
r~vealer of secrets, seeing thou couldst reveal this secret." The
king made l?aniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts,
~:n~ made. hU11 ruler over the whole. province of Babylon, and
chief of the governors over all the 'VIse men of Babylon.
. ~ncl now l~t us observe a little 1110re closely this dream and
ItS. Inte~·preta!10n. It ,va~ a great image that the king saw,
bn~ht, I111pOslng, and ternble to view, The image's head was
o~ fine gold, the breas~ and anns of silver, the belly and thighs
01. brass, the

r

,legs of Iron, the feet partly of iron and partly of
11111'y clay. I hen a stone was cut out of a mountain without
~lands, a~1d s:l1ote the image, broke it to pieces, and dissipated
It, and Itself became a great mountain, and filled the whole
earth.

The king confessed the exactitude of the recalled dream and
~lis full ac~eptance in consequence of the interpretation. 1'hat
Interpreta~Ion he. received in its lite~'al bearing on the political
careerof hIS empire, ~t commenced wl~hhilllself, the head ofgold.
!:Ie h~d unrolled, as 'It were, before him the broad pages of the
imperial career of Babylon. There would C011le the Persian.
ll:onarchy after his own dynasty had ended, represented by the
sl.lver breast and arms j then the Greeks, "finder Alexander and
hIS successors, would constitute the kingdomof brass' then the
Ronla.n~, .the fourth ~illg~Ol1l,would C01ne and trample down all
OpposItIon,. and continue In one fO:'ln or another un.til t~le king­
dotu sh~ulcl be born an.d gro\v "\vluch "\vould break In pIeces all
other l0l1gc~0111s-thek:ngdo111 of trutk derived frOln love (the
stOlle out of the nlountaln), \vhich \vould gro\v until it had fillecl
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the whole church, and the whole earth, and it should last for
ever. .

But this literal interpretation, as given by the prophet Dar:lel
to N ebuchadnezzar, and referring to the stages of.dechne
through which his empire of Babylon would pass to Its end,
though most interesting to him, and to tl:ose who were concerned
in the political changes of that remote tlll1~,.hen·e. only a general,
a very general interest for us. The political nse and fall of
kingdoms have no very enduring impressions upon character.
The movements of the church affect our nature and our ever­
lasting condition more deeply, and hence it will be 1110re p:'ofi-,
table for us to make a more interior inquiry into the spint of
this wonderful vision of the king of Babylon. .

It is reasonable to conclude that a vision so introduced, with
such remarkable circumstances, showed plainly that a Divine
hand was engaged in it, and disclosures 'worthy ?f.infinite
wisdom were, by its means, intended to be made, I t IS Interest­
ing to observe, also, that in the oldest knovn: poem out of ~he

Bible, that by Resiod, who lived two centunes before l?anIel,
the progress of humanity is described by the succession of
metals of precisely the same kind as in this vision: the age of
gold, the age of silver, the age of brass-or more proper~y

copper-and the age of iron, which he describes as the one In
which men were then living. This great image, then, would rel~re­

sent the careerofhumanity ; the march of the world; thesuccess~on

of ages; all the race represented as one vast form, to the period
when truth from Divine Love would restore to the world a state
of universal loving-kindness, and none would hurt or destro:y in
all God's holy mountain (Isa. xi. 9). The golden age of I-IesIod,
like this head of gold, would represent the age of innocence and
love, the same as in the early part of Genesis is meant by man
in the garden of Eden. This most ancient chl~rch was the
babyhood of the world, We know not how long ~t l~stec~, pro­
bably an immense period. The people were not \VISe In SCIence,
they probably knew as little of mechanics as babie~, but they
delighted in the wisdom of being good. They were Ignorant of
worldly ways, and of literary skill, but in the wisdom of being
innocent, guileless, pure, and loving, they far surpassed all who
have succeeded them,

The earliest records of the old nations-the Hindoo, the
Chinese, the Persian-c-all speak of this age of gold; and gold in
Scripture is used as the symbol of the highest love of the soul.
All things in the temple were covered with gold. " 1 counsel

thee," the Lord Jesus said, "to buy of Me gold tried in me tire,
that thou mayest be rich" (Rev. iii. 18). The street of the city
of N ew Jerusalem was to be of gold (Rev. xxi. 18). Gold
is the 1110st valuable of the metals, and therefore properly re­
presents love to the Lord, the most valuable of all principles...
Gold is unaffected by acids. Gold can be drawn out and ap-­
pli.ed to all sorts of f<?rms. It has bee.n used from the rel11~te'

times, long before history, for the nng, the emblem of In··
dissoluble affection, which joins human beings in the closest
and 1110St self-sacrificing of all unions. The golden age was the
aze of pure love, that Eden state of the world, guileless, pure:
il~ heart, in all the gushing innocence of childhood. " Of such'
was the kingdom of heaven." 'The head of humanity was then
this head of gold. This was the celestial church; the most
ancient church.

The second age of humanity was the age of silver. The
breast and anus were of silver. These simple words unfold
before us another dispensation, the ancient church, the dispel:­
sation in 'which men chiefly delighted in spiritual truth, for this
is heavenly silver. This ancient church IS meant in Scripture
by Noah and his family, and that ~ispens~tion laste~ also a
very long period. It was the ~ge .111 which al~egones an~

beautiful personifications had then rise, representing the attn­
butes of God, and spiritual t.hings .in lovely n~tura! forn~s, the
degeneration of which gave nse to Idolatry.' Silver In Scnpture
correspond~ to spiritual wisdom, ~enc~ \ve" r~ad, "X~ shall
be as the wmgs of a dove covered WIth sllv~r (PS: IX~lll. 13).
'The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried In a fur­
nace of earth, purified seven times (Ps. xii. 6). For iron I will
bring silver, the Saviour said (Isa, Ix. 17). And the age of
silver was the age when men valued. heavenly trutl~ above all
earthly good; it was the age of faith, corresponding to that
time of early youth, "hen the young soul has not yet] earned
to doubt but believes that things 'and persons are what they
affirm themselves to be, and the eye glitters with truthful con­
fidence. Thebreast and arms are said to have been of silver,
for spiritual truth inspired all who lived the~l with charity, and
what their hearts felt, they stretched out their arms to do.

1'he age of copper was that \vhic:h t!le hl1.nlan race next
realized. The good nature and gelll~1 mtegnty of th.e next
succeeding age, the age of the .Melcl:lsedeks and patnarC!lS,
when people lived simply and kindly 111 tents, \V~S that which
succeeded the age of silver, and was compared with the age of
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celestial love and innocence, as copper in relation to' fold~
They lived lives of virtue, but not from motives and principles
so pure, so high, and so heavenly as those which actuated the
age of gold.
, Then carne the age of iron, when men were altogether 'ruled
by force, by force of la\,~, or force of hand. God's 'Vor~l was
still given to 111e;), a nd still ~o a large extent obeyed, but It was
the Word understood only In the very letter. Men 'were then
ruled with a rod of iron. The iron H.0111anS compelled order.

"This was the Jewish age, extending through the mercy of a
'loving Saviour and Redeemer, under Christianity, to barbaric
peoples the knowledge of the la,v,. the ])l~()phct.s, ,and. the
Gospel, throwing off what \V~S peculiarly nn tionnl 111 Juclaism.
The Gospel was only the enlarging of the sphere of the ~lge of

'iron, and blending with the nations far anrl wide, ] t was not
ruling the Jews only with a rod of iron, but ruling ~11 nations.
And when \ve look over the Christian centuries, and observe
"the wars, the persecutions, the controversies whicl: have been
'waged among Christian nations, and the immense In~lSS of i111­
'purity which has ever clung to Christian profession, we must
humbly confess that, 'with the iron truth whic.l: has taught us our
duty,. there has still been found too 1l111ch miry c1a~r.

Miry clay means moral defilement (Ps. xl. 2, lxix, 2). But,
at last a stone was seen, cut out of a mountain without hands,
.and it became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.
Stones correspond to doctrinal truths. 111 large blocks they
Blake foundations on 'which to build, and in detail they furnish
us with the means of erecting houses and building walls, 'ViII
the Stone cut out of the mountain without hands he anv other
than the head-stone of the corner, which the builders rejected,
the true doctrine of the Lord Jesus, as the Only God, in whom is
all the Trinity. " No other foundation," S8 irl the j\ postlc, "can
any man lay, than that is laid, even Jesus Christ" (1" Cor. iii. 2).

\Vhen this truth is given to the world ngail1, ns we arc
assured in the Gospel it "rill be in fulness, [1'0111 the Divine Love .
of the Lord, it is indeed the stone cut out of the mountain
without hands. It is the foundation-stone, and the head-stone,
the All in All. This will shew us plainly of the Father. This
will reveal in the Glorified Redeemer I-Iimsclf, the First and
the Last, the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright
and the Morning Star, and the Sun of Righteousness, The
Son of Man in Him will be brought ncar to the j\ ncicnt or
Days, so near, that it will he seen t.hnt T!e and the F;ll her are

one: all things that the Father hath are His. He that seeth
II im seeth the Father. A dominion will then be given to Him,
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
shall serve Him, His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass a\vay, and His kingdom that which shall
not b.: destroyed ,(Dan. vii. 13, 14)." This kingdom of the
Lorrl Jesus, in His true character as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, in one unutterably Glorious Person, Divine Love and
,'Visc10111 embodied, the One King who shall be over all the
earth (Zech. xvi. 9), is that which is further described by Daniel
when he said, "And in the days of those .kings shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom, ,\VHICH SHALL NEVER BE DESTROYED,

but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and IT SHALL STAND EaR EVER (verse 44).

This kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ is now being realized.
I t is yet small and feeble, but it has manifestly begun, and its
influences are already being felt throughout the world. Bibles
are issuing forth in a broad stream which has never before been
equalled. There is more of loving-kindness, less of sectarian
separation, than any previous age has seen. There is 1110re care
for universal' education for children, 1110re true sympathy for
others, incalculably more diffusion of good of every kind, 1110re
horror of war, and ardent thirst for the true progress of human
ity, than any age has seen since the time of history began. It
is the age of hope. All seems young and progressive once
again, There is evidently a fresh spring, the foretoken of a
glorious summer, WHEN ALL SHALL KNOW THE LORD. Oh may
the growth of this glorious stone from the mountain hasten
and remove the rust of ages. Oh n1ay the kingdom of Goel
COIne, in which there shall be no tears, nor pain, nor death (of
sin), but healthy, happy' youth gro\v up to healthy, happy
maturity, and useful, noble, spiritual, orderly, heavenly lives,
announce that God's will is done on earth, as it is done in
heaven.

It is written that the stone struck the image all its feet, that
were of iron and miry clay, and brake them to pieces. The
stone striking the feet signifies the manifestation by Divine
truth of the worthlessness of the life produced by the decayed
systems of the old dispensations. All interior things result in
conduct, and rest upon daily life, as the body rests upon the
feet. A man really is \VHAT HE DOES. The deeds of the
world are the result of the principles of the world. And, when
it is palpable to nll that national life is but little better than
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national selfishness commercial life grievously tainted in all its
parts with fraud, 'dolnestic lif~.,largely. soiled. ",!th domestic
impurity, there can be 110. ddtlClll~y In .adnllt.tIng that the
doctrine of a pure and loving Saviour will ~tl.·lke these ~eet.

The superstitious remains of the grand old religIons o~ ancient
times, not the good things themselves, but the dca(~ llllage of
them ; the lingering lifeless remains of gloric.s, holy vIrtues,. and
bright truths, now olel, worn out, and meaningless, 111USt disap­
pear, and the newly revealed truth make a nc,,: hcavcl: and a
new earth. Hasten, 0 Merciful Adorable Saviour, this pure,
loving, bright, and blessed age, Let the weary .shado\vs of
wrong and misery disappear, and do Thou thyself arise amongst
us, and Thy glory be seen upon us.

SERMON XL\lI!I.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S GOLDEN Il\lAGE.

fC Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, 0 people, nations, and languages,
that at what time ye hear the sound of the comet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,
and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar
the king hath set Up."-DANIEL iii. 4, 5.

IF experience had not assured us of multiplied facts of a
similar kind, we could hardly have believed it possible that the
same king, who had acknowledged his conviction of the Divine
Sovereignty of the God of Daniel, had returned to his idolatrous
inclinations, made a golden god, ancI commanded that all the
subject peoples of his empire should fall down and worship it.
Yet so it was, The Israelites furnished many instances of a
similar kind. Though they had been brought out of Egypt
through astonishing displays of Divine power ; though they had
witnessed with profound awe the sublime grandeurs of Sinai,
yet forty days afterwards, 'when Moses did not reappear, they
were worshipping and dancing about the golden calf and
exclaiming, These be thy gods, 0 Israel. Pharaoh, though often
convinced for the moment, soon relapsed again, and finished
his obstinacy in the Red Sea.

Miraculous impressions enter very slightly into the mind.
They touch and pass away. Only that which enters into the
soul through the understanding, by deep consideration, and
then is accepted into the heart, and brought into the conduct of
]ifc, remains. Our Lord did no miracles to convince men of
his truth, but only for purposes of benevolence and mercy, ] t
is 'written, "He did not nlany mighty works there, because 6f
their un belief" (Matt. xiii. 58). The soul that would come into
the light must not ask for miracles to be convinced, but must
think, consider, weigh, and meditate, frcm the love of truth.
,~ He that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the Word, and UNDERSTANDETH it, who also beareth fruit, some
a hundred fold, SCl1~e sixty, S0111C thirty" (Matt. xiii, 23). The
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reason of the instability of those who have been for the lTI0111ent
overwhelmed with some miraculous evidence, exists from the
inrooted and overwhehning po\ver of the ruHng love. That
love may be depressed and overawed by vivid demonstrations
from without, but it will re-assert itself, and remain fixed and
triumphant in the character, unless a 1110.11 himself freely and
earnestly desire to be enlightened and led by the truth.
Divine power operating by the truth can make the soul free
and bring it into the light and the love of heaven. Nothing
else can. Hence N ebuchadnczzar, convinced for a time of the
Divine Wisdom and Majesty of the C;ocl of Daniel, contrived
to set that conviction aside, by arguments easily conceivable;
probably attributing Daniel's wonderful discovery to some un­
known power in nature, or 50111e secret disclosure he had made
in his sleep, or in some self-assuring wav not needful to elwell
upon, but all-important to one who \~rishes to find excuses to do
what he is anxious to do, and turn a\vay from the truth he hates
to the darkness which inflates his own importance.

In the chapter before us, Daniel is not once mentioned-s-an
e\~iclence that the k.ing had resolved to have his own \vay, hut
~t111 respected Daniel too much to defy or lI1S11l t him, His
image of gold was probably an image of N ebucbadnezzar him­
self, covered with golden plating. One of the insanities 'of
ancient mighty potentates was to be deified in their lifetimes,
and ~hey set up st~tues of ~henlselves, that they Blight by ob­
S~qll~OUS and flat~enng multitudes be thus adored. This prac­
tree IS often mentioned by ancient writers, It prevailed also in
the later and more currupt centuries of the Roman Empire,
to the extent, that Caracalla dircctc: I the .H..oman people not
only to adore his statue, but his horse, Hut whether the
statue "vas only a larger and more costly idol in honour of
Belus or Baal, the chief god of the Chnldcans, or one in honour
of hinl?el.f to be adored as goel, is of 1ittlc importance to know,
for their Idols were just the reflection of themselves, and were
endowed with the attributes they most esteemed.

In ~ars, the admirers of 'V3X idolized the desire for military
glory; 111. Bacchus,. the love of wine, Each idol was an image
of ,vh.at ,Its worshippers loved, and in adoring it they were
'V?rShlppIng . themselves, Belus, Bel, or Baal, whose worship,
WIth ~hght (hfferences: was widely spread over all the East, was
especially prevalent In Babylon, and also in Canaan-as the
frequent mention of places with Baal attached proves-t-was the
Sun-God, It was an image of the sun, originally of the Sun of

the Eternal World, and of the soul,'! the true light, that en­
Iighteneth every man that cometh into the world." Then, as
men became carnal, sluggish, and coarse, the sun of the world
became considered to be a god, and the Baal images were
images of him, Then the images themselves began to be con­
sidered as gods, and the superstitious ascribed wonderful things
to them. Thus nlen sank from one dark folly to another, until
gods n1any and lords Hlany, covered the earth, and gross dark­
ness and fearful cruelty filled the glcomy places of the world,

All this declension "vas provided against in the Divine COD1·

mandment, "Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image,
or any likeness of anything in the heavens above, or the earth
beneath, or in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor worship them." The manifest reason
for this prohibition was, that every man has been created to be
conjoined in heart with God Hill1self, to love from His Love,
to think from His Wisdom, God is Infinite Love and Infinite
Wisdom, He has created in man t"vo grand receptacles-e-the
will, for the Divine Love to enter in and inspire with all holy
Illatives and desires; and the understanding, into which the
Divine Wisdom can flow, and diffuse and unfold noble thoughts
and hallowed views, A man can have 110 real happiness but in
this supreme conjunction with the Lord, in the interiors of his
being, He must abide in God, and God must abide in him,
or everything in him becomes loose, irregular, and un balanced.
There is something wrong at the mainspring, and the whole
machine of man's soul and body works mischievously ; love
becomes lust, thought becomes phantasy, and the energies of
the soul become wild and hurtful efforts, instead of earnest
powers for good. 11cnce the ] .ord is said to be a jealous
God, because His Love is indeed most tenderly and wiselv
jealous that no selfish intrusion, like the worm at the heart ~f
Jonah's gourd, should destroy man's happiness at its centre.

Hence the Lord has always revealed Himself as the great
and only object of man's supreme love. This has ever been
the first and great commandment. It was reiterated from
Mount Sinai, but it had been the centre and soul of every dis­
pensation. "Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord :
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God ',vith all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might, And these words
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart." The
wi11, the understanding, and the operative energy, are the heart,
the soul, and the might, and these comprise the whole man.
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The same truth was given to Abrahnm in the marvellously
touching and beautiful words, "Fear not, Abraham, I am thy
shield, and thine exceeding grand reward." (Gen. xiv, I).
Again, "I anl the Almighty God : walk before me, and be thou
perfect."

To preserve to man this supreme felicity of his being, and de-
fence against all wrong, Revelation has constantly declared
that God is One, and that He is loving, wise, and all-powerful.
He is our Creator, our Saviour, our H..eclccmer, our First and
I .ast, "Before Me, there was no God fanned, neither shall
there be after Me. I, even I, am Jehovah, and beside Me
there is no Saviour." "For thy Maker is thine .IIusbaud,
Jehovah of Hosts is His name : the C;od of the whole earth
shall He be called."

In the N ew Testament, God m.mif-st in the flesh, :111<1 Who
became thus manifest for this very purpose, to reveal Ili1nself
anew, in the deepest depths of our darkness, as constantly
invites us to be conjoined with him. "Colne unto 1\Ie, all ye
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest. I-Ie
that abideth in Me, and I in him, bringcth forth much fruit:
for without Me ye can do nothing." "Behold, 1 stan:1 at the
door and knock; if any 111an will open the door I will come
into him, and sup with him, and he with Me." This reciprocal
conjunction of man with God and God with m.m, is the safe­
guard, the glory, the defence, and the happi ness of the ]l11111an
race. It is 111an living as the servant, the friend, the child of
God, his Eternal Father, in His palace, which is then His
glorious horne j in the world in time, in the better world in
eternity.

But idolatry severs and destroys all this. The idol-maker
worships, but he worships something of his own divising. In­
stead of his worship being a source of perfection and of peace,
it is a constant source of degradation and declension. What
can be 1110re stupid than for man to put himself, his own follies
and passions, in the place of the Divinely \Vise and Good.
N ebuchadnezzar's image, all plated with gold, represented self,
all decorated with Divine attributes. That poor helpless figure,
however gaudy, could neither hear nor see, speak nor walk. In
the spiritual Babylon, in Christian times, when men decorate
themselves with Divine attributes, they cannot really do a
single Divine thing, although they claim to forgi ve sins, to open
heaven, and to close heaven, and really to sit in the place of
(;od. The priesthood pretenc1in~~ to have 1rivine nowers is
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really as helpless as. a~ image, either in changing the heart,
casting out SIn, or building men up for heaven.

The .gold with which the image was covered represented the
profess~on of love to God w.ith \:hich the lust of spiritual power
covers itself Self-seekers, In this respect, have salvation upon
~heir lips, and piety in form and manner, but the secret purpose
IS the enslavement of human souls. They seek not to educate,
t? elevate, to make all men free and noble, and thus from prin­
CIple. t? rnake earth hea.venly, but to live only to spread their
?OnlInIon, to extend their system. " What profiteth the graven
~nlage, that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten
Ullage, and the teacher of lies, that the maker of his work
trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? Woe unto him that
saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone Arise it shall
~each. Behold, it is .laid over 'with gold and shver, ;nd there
IS no breath at all In the midst of it. But the Lord is in
His ho~y temple: let ~1l the earth keep sileI{ce before Hinl"
\H~b. 11 18-20). ~galn,"But they are altogether brutish and
foolish : the ~tock. IS a doctrine of vanities. Silver spread in to
plates from Tarshish, and gold from U phaz, the work of the
,vorkn1~ul, and. of the hands of the founder: blue and purple
are their ~lothIng; they are all the work of cunning men. But
the Lord IS the true God, He is the living God and an Ever-
lasting King" (J erem, x. 8-10). '

1'1:ey who made these idols of gold knew, at first, that their
handiworks were lifeless, helpless stocks, and metal, But such
is the a111aZ!11.g power o~ selr-?eception, that after a time they
become oblIVIOUS of their ongIn, and cried aloud as if the stocks
could hear, and command, as N ebuchadnczzar did, that all
people should do the same, So with modern Babylon. They
who !l~ve set forth the Pope and the priesthood as possessed
of DIVIne power upon earth, and able to open and close heaven,
know that they cannot explore the Illatives and secrets of
human hearts, Of, in reality, judge and know the real interior
states of any one, They know that the Popes have been as a
class, not v~ry ~ifferentfrom other classes of people, some 'good
men, 111any Indifferent, and some fiends in human form. Their
fo~lish preten~ions,. like N ebuchadnezzar's image, are merely
vain and .stupid things; a doctrine of vanities. It is vain to
deck it round with gold; it is merely a stock. The makers
111ay forget that they made it, as it is written "A deceived
heart hath turned him aside that he cannot deliver his soul nor
say, 'Is there not a lie in Illy right hand' " (Isa. xliv, 20). '
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'fhe.iluage was set up in the plain of Dura, probablv the
same district mentioned in Genesis as the plain in the land of
Shinar, referred to in the account of the Babel-builders of old.
Dura signifies habitati()ll~ and setting UI? this image on the plain
of Dura means that this system of priestly dominion is not a
speculative thing, it is to come into practical life. It will be
brought into the habitations of men, to their business and their
bOSOll1S. None shall buy nor sell but those who have the
mark or the name of the beast, or the number of his name
(Rev, xiii. I 7). The instruments of all kinds of music which
were intended t.o usher in tl~e worship of the golden inuu;e, repre­
sent the attractions of all kinds, the plausibi litics, the sensuous
charms, with which the lust of priestly ambition clothes itself in
s~ekillg to obtain its end. All sweet appliances and indulgences
:vI1l subdu~ the soul to soft compliance, if only it will resign,
Itself to deify 111el1, and regard them in the place of God.

The image was sixty cubits high, and the breadth thereof six
cubits. The same system of priestly ambition is described in
the book of Revelation by six hundred threescore and six.
Six, in a good sense, expresses all the truths which concern the
states. of the regelle~';ltc life, il~ allusiou to t.lu: six (Ll)'S 0(' labour.
But SIX, .\~hCll ~q!plled to an idol or a f:L!sc sySLCI11, will signifY
the falsi tICS which result frUID a com plcic perversion or all
truth) the hol~ncss is ~lat ~elllline holiness, the worship is not
genullle \~~rSlllp, the. lIfe IS 110t genuine life j all is perverted,
an~l a factitious, morbid, unsound condition of thought and life
exists, utterly opposed to real Christian virtue. 'This is what is
meant by the image being sixty cubits high and six cubits in
breadth. What a perversion of gold, that glorious metal, it was
to Blake it i~lto such ~lll image, and an instrument 1'01' debasing
and corrupung maukind. Ilut still worse, iufiuitcly worse is it,
to use the gold of piety, of a profession of devotion to the .l\lost
High, to construct a system by which the liberty of mind and
heart bestowed by the Creator all His rational creatures should
be paralyzed, and they be trained nul to lie thouehtful dis­
ci pies of the tru lit which ni.t kcs a m.u: I"rcc, 1)(1 t ~-iI:I\';~1I1 \)( inds­
men, the devotees of a system which m.uuiclc« the soul, mnkcs
each rank of men slaves of other men, as a staff in tile hand of
its l:n~ster, as a dead body to oe galvanized by the ruling
111a~lclan. Such a systenl lllay appear ilupasing, but it is only
an Ullage, hollo\v and helpless, albeit gaudy and lueretricious.

rrh~y :vho subl?it to the fettering of the soul 1111pliecl in
\VOrShlpplng the Idol, the systelll of priestly rule, instead of
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embracing the ~OVernIl1ent of truth and goodness, become de­
based, contemptible, "Teak. mentally blind and dark the en­
thralledil~telle.ct av~nges itself by leaving the passions 11l{checked,
the affections impaired, and the life immoral. Then too the
1 f .1· ' ,
10U~' 0 JUc grnent soon gIves its warning in the distance.

justice 111ay seem to come slowly, but it C0111CS surely. Every
systeIl1.that COUles between the soul of man and C~ ad, is t10011}~d

!O l?ensh. It cll:asculates, withers, and blights the noblest
In~tln.cts of God-given .hlunanity, and produces such intolerable
evils In men .and. n~tIons? such decay, tyranny, and vileness,
that at last Its VICtlll1S nse and sound its knell. Its dOOl11

comes, and it disappears amidst the cry of emancipated nations:
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habita­
tion of devils, the hold o~ every foul spirit, and the cage of
every unclean and hateful bud.

But true men avoid its condemnation and its sorrow bv
b

. " J
nev.er O\VIng down .to it, or suffering anything to come between
their souls and their God. They never forfeit their zlorious
heritage, their heavenly birthright to seek the truth, t~ follow
the truth, by truth to C0111C to goodness, to blessedness. Thcv
know the truth, they feel its power, and it makes thcm fret:.
They become free, for the truth has burst their honrls the
bonds of t1~eir ?\Yll errors and self-indulgences. They \\'~;lk ill
the trutl:, live .In the truth, conquer themselves by truth again
~:nd again, 1:ntl1 t~'l:th leads them to high and holy love, and
fills ~henl with spiritual beauty. They will not bow down to
any lInage that N ebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, nlay set up .
they serve the living God. In vain, for these and such as these.
~he. charms of music, or art, or any manner of seduction, 111~lY
III VIle thfIll to OO\V down to the gOluCll inwge. They Ileal' the
SOllll.ll of the COl~llCt, illlt~, harp, sackbut, psaltcry.xlulciuu«, and
all kinds of I11USIC, out, like Shadrach Meshach and Abcdncuo
. . "b ,
It WIll ever be reported of them, "rrhere are certain Ten-s
'VhOl11 thou has~ set over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
these men, 0 kl.ng, have not l~egarc1ccl thee, the)' serve not tily
guds, .JH~r worsh.lp the golden lIllage thou has! set up." .I .ct W-i
ever nuuutc this noble example, Let U~ OO\V down to lit>

ecclesiastical, political, fashionable, or individual idols however
allured by s\veet persuasions, but ever love and abi~le in th~
Lord Jesus. Let Hinl be our rreacher, our Saviour, and our
ev~r-presentand ~ternal F'riend. Let His light be our b.eacon,
H~s 10ve

T

our bleSSIng. If \:e folIo,,: His voice, our path \vill be
sate. \\ e shall hear a VOIce behInd us, saying, "1'his is the
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way, 'walk ye in it," and at death we shall hear a voice above
us, saying, "Well done, good and faithful servants, ye have
been faithful over a few things, I will m.ike you ruler of luany
things j enter ye into the joy of your Lord."

SERMON XLIX._

T}IE TI-IREE FAITHFUL ONES IN TI-IE FIERY FURNACE.

C( Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, and said to the king, 0 N ebuchad­
nezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, 0 king. But if not, be it klown unto thee, 0 king, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worship the golden image whlt;h thou hast set Up,":-DANIEL iii. 16-18.

'rHERE is something so manly, clear, and admirable in the
noble reply of the three faithful companions of Daniel to the
persecuting demand of the king of Babylon, that it has been
the lesson of true courage for martyrs in almost every subse­
quent age. It was an assertion of faith and bravery of soul
really sublime. Tbey were in the midst of hostile multitudes.
They had previously been elevated to great dignities, with their
honours, emoluments, and comforts, from which they would now
be degraded. - .

The decree threatening the fiery furnace was no vain out­
burst of violent words, Being cast alive into fierce furnaces
was a cruelty often practised in the terrible ages of ancient fury,
and has indeed been continued in some places even to periods
COIning near to our own time. The three faithful ones were
not only reported to the king, but brought into his presence,
when he was in a towering rage. He had forgotten his own
conviction, miraculously brought about, and therefore only
transitory, that the God they worshipped was God of gods, and
Lord of kings, and now he said, "If ye worship not" (the
golden image which I have set up), "ye shall be cast the same
hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that
God who shall deliver you out of nlY hands ?" .

N either the presence of the king, nor his rage, nor the multi­
tude of his surrounding courtiers and chief officers, with fierce
countenances, taking their cue from the enraged monarch, dis­
mayed the three brave servants of the living God. They
answered modestly and quietly, but firmly, "0 N ebuchadnezzar,
we are not careful to answer thee' in this matter." They had no

-, 2 B
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misgivings, nor any disposition to ~ak~ second thol!ghts. They
at once declined the king's authority III the question of whom
they should worship. rl'hey. would render. unto Cresar tl;e
things that are Ca:sa(s, a~~ to God only the thu!gs that ar~ G?d s.
With what noble simplicity they uttered their d~tenll1nat10n!

How happy it is to be without double thoughts. 111. the path of
duty! Do right, and have no further care: UUS IS the path
which leads to constant progress.

The grounds of their quiet, self-sustained ~onfidence were
twofold. They believed the Lord would c~e.hver.them fro.ll1
peril if he saw that best. They were familiar ,,?th the 111s­
tory of their nation. They knew well ho\\~ often Ill. th~ 1110St
terrible straits and afflictions God had delivered their fathers.
They were men of prayer, "who believed in a Living Gael watch­
ing over them, as He had watched oycr all past r ~ges, and
whose tender mercies are over all His works, 1. hey were
doubtless in the habit daily, probably three times a clay, as was
Daniel's custom, of laying their whole afrairs, t~leir joys and
their sorrows before the Lord, and entreating I-11S counsel and
benediction. ' They were confident of His love and (~f His power.
If His wisdom saw it good that they should be delivered, not a
hair of their heads would be injured. This is the quiet, reposin~

trust of true faith. It relies on the omnipresence and the on1111­
potence of the God it lo:es, at all times, It feels. that our
affairs are in His hand, with heaven and earth at 1-11S control,
and all is sure to be well, His Providence enters into every
moment and every particular of our lives. Providence is
particuldr and therefore universal.

But th~y had a second ground for their trllstfll~ ~aith. Th~y
were assured that this life is only a temporary tralllll1g-p!:lcc for
the life to come. There is another and a better world. 'rile
fiery furnace might be a sharp passa~c, but it would be a sh<!rt
one. The dross would be burned ott, and they would speedily
be at home. If the earthly house of this tabernacle were dis­
solved, they had a building of G.oc1, th~ spiritual body, tha~ no
earthly flames could touch, and III which they would continue
to live eternally in the heavens (2 Cor. V. I). They had, tl:cre­
fore no fear of death. Death with them was the door, with a
short step, to a higher life. 1'0 their feelings and conceptions
there was no death. They acted on the truth afterwards uttered
by the Lord Jesus, ""\Vhosoever livetl: and beJie.veth inIlle shall
never die." Hence they stood to theIr conVIctions. vVhether
they. ·"\vere to live here a little longer or not ,vas a s111all nlatter.
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rrhey would live on if the pro.vidence of their loving .Heavenly
Father deemed it best, but If not, they 'would abide by the
truth. For 'with truth there was salvation and heaven, but
without truth there was soul-darkness, depravity, decrepitude,
and spiritual death. Hence, said these no~le on~s, and after
them the spiritual heroes, tl~e salt of the ea~t11, of many suc­
ceeding generations, IF NOT, if our g~od A1J:ughty Fatl!er sees
it best for us to die.we will notworship thy Image, 0 kIll&"; we
will not forsake the truth. '

The king was filled with fury at the patient and determined
piety of these noble confess?rs. He com1nand~dthat the furnace
should be heated seven times hotter than It was wont to be
heated. and the servants of Gael were cast in. Bound in their
clothe; the noble three fell into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace now so fierce that the men who threw them in,
perished by the ardency of the devouring Halne~. 1'hey ,v~re
cast in, and it was thought all ,va~ over. N otlung coul.d In~e

there. The king, however, was disturbed and uneasy. In hIS,

mind, evidently impressed by one of those. strange feelings of
disquietude and uncontrollable power "\VhICh strangely affect
human minds and which they must follow, He went to look
into the furnace and lo! the valiant victims of his fury were
not dead, not e~en hurt, ~ut walking in the midst of the fire.
Instead of three, however, there were F0U:R j an ~llgel was there,
a companion and guardian. He who gives HIS angels charge
over us to keep us in all our ways, had ~l?t onl,Y defended .the
three from the flames, but opened the spiritual SIght of the king,
that he mizht know that the' angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear Him, and delivereth theine

The aspect of the angel was celestial. 'I'he king was deeply
moved, and humbled, I-Ie exclaimed, "La, I sec [our men
loose walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is like a son of the gods." He
cried out further "Ye servants of the Living God come forth,ancl ", . I
come hither." The spiritual sight. of the king seems t len to
have been closed again, for Shadrach, Meshach, and Ab~clnego

Ca111e forth from the furnace. alone, but unhurt : their very
clothes had suffered no harm. The king, subdued, once more
convinced, and bowed down again for' a 'short. time, :uttered the·
memorable words "Blessed be the God· of Shadrach,lVleshach,
and Abednego, who ha~h se,nti~is angel and' de~ive:~d ,His ser~
vants that trusted 111 HIm,. and' have cha!lged ~he· kIng s ."\vor?,
and yielded their; bodies :that,they Inight not! serve or \vorshII)
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any god except their own Cod, Therefore, I make a decree,
th~t every peop.le, nation, and language 'which spcakcth any­
thing amiss against the Goel of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed­
nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is 110 other Goel that can deliver after
this sort."

In this decree we see the vain-glorious idolator still. He
.speaks of the Lord only as the God of Shadrach, Mcshach, and
Ab~dnego. He had evidently the notion of famil y goels, and
national gods, and he was determined to patronize this powerful
God, as he conceived he had found H im to be and he 'would
no:v cut il?- pieces anel destroy the h0111eS of ~ny who would
gaInsay this new God, whose worship he would set up. The
love of rule, the lust of spiritual dominion C0111CS forth acnin in
a !le\V form. .His purpose was modified, 'but evidently ]~c had
stIlI.the fi~ed Idea th.at he h8;el the prerogative or ilxing the faith
of hIS subjects, pOhvlthstandlng he was only just convinced he
had been egregiously wrong, and whosoever would not conform
to his new decree must be cut in pieces, and their houses be
made a dunghill. How islow have monarchs :lnrl authorities
Leen to learn that in matters of faith there should I>c no com­
pulsion. Force l11ay make hypocrites but never sincere
believers. The limbs 111ay be fettered, ~ncl the body be de­
-stroyed, ~ut tl~e soul, possessed of inner freedom, defies all
.entrance Into Its secret mansions, the understanding and the
heart, of any sentiments which are 110t welcome there. Perse­
~ution, though: ~lways cruel, is always in vain, and always fails
If met by. <;:hnstlan firmness, A persecuting spirit 111Ust be a
prou~ ~plnt, and therefore be in the very worst condition for
per~el:Tlng the truth, for pride and truth are opposites, and anta­
gomstic to each other. They come from opposing sides, and
cannot ~lel1d. A p~rsecutor, therefore, .111USt be ,,,rong, and
c~nno.t himself come Into the perception of truth until he abases
hI.S pnde by repentance, and in the spirit of meekness seeks for
,vlsclo~11. " 'fhe.l11eek Hewill guide in judgmcnt ; to the meek
He will teach l-1.IS way."

If rulers were ge.nerally good r~1en, if they were always
patterns of. all that IS excellent, having the same liabilities to
err<:>r ~hat IS the cO.lllnlo11 lot, and having absorbing cares in
t!lelr important duties as guardians of the state, they have less
tln~e even than ot~ers for the calm investigations which are re­
qUIre? for the dlsc~very of truth; and therefore they have
certainly more than the usual amount of hindrances against its
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~cquisition, and hence should especially abstain from prostitut­
ing the power of the state for the enforcement of their own
opinions.. .1'0 follo:v .the religion of the ruler of the state simply
because It IS tI:e religion ?f tl:e ruler, is not to be religious, but
to s~ek t? attain sel.fish ~lms In ~he name of religion. It is self­
seekillf? III a. sanctInl011IOUS gUI?e. But sovereigns are often
exceedingly immoral, Persecuting sovereigns have probably
all beel~ so. Philip II. of Spain, and Henry VIII. of England,
both. bitter persec~tors, and notoriously bad men, are only
specimens of the tribe, They, therefore, who in religion abase
thelnselve~ be[ore the rulers of. the state, are certainly in the
greatest likelihood of enthroning error 'where Jesus alone­
the King of kings, has the -right to rule. Fashion however.
has o~ten a. ?eep influence over superficial and \vdak minds~
even In religion, To follow the multitude, and especially the
respectable in .the world's es~ilnation, as to the creed we adopt
and the worship we attend, IS to many an attraction they are
unable to resist, yet tl:is also is ~'-serious detriment to our spiri­
tual progress. What IS the chaff to the wheat P

Evils in our hearts and in our habits can only be subdueel by
truth, received in the love of truth. This is the sword of the
t\VO edges corning out of the 1110uth of the Lord. Truth only
can introduce order, and promote the diffusion of love to the

-Lord anel charity to our neighbour, and impart spiritual beauty
to the soul. ..Truth is the light, the glory, the defence of man's
eternal interests. Truth illuminates the path of life, is a Divine
lighthouse when our passage is stormy, cheers the hours of sick­
ness, and, when our journey of life is finished, takes us by the
hand, ushers us to thos~ circles of the blessed who are waiting
for us, charged by their Adorable Master to welcome us to
heaven. These invaluable benefits only attend truth when it is
followed, received, and loved for its "o\vn sake. The goodly,
pearls are only found by the spiritual merchant who seeks them..
The pearl of great price only rewards him who has sold all he
had, his selfish fancies, his preference for fashion over principle,
his truckling to power and gain; and sought by hungering and
thirsting after righteousness to be filled with the virtue, the
brightness, and the bliss of the kingdom of heaven.

Such evidently were the grounds of the decisions of the three
faithful ones. They would not truckle to the crowd of courtiers,
the demands of the king, or the fiery furnace. If the God they
served would preserve them alive in the world, in the path of
duty, they would live; but if not, they would still be true to
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I-lin1 who was -everything to them. The king, enraged at their
'Opposition to his will, commanded that the furna~e should ~e

.made seven times hotter than before, and they cast m. Happily
Divine Providence has already produced an immense change in
the general condition of the world, and there are so many checks
to the wild frenzy of the spiritual rage of Babylon in our
days, that it cannot torture men's bodies, to the extent to whi(:h
in the olden time it was wont to go. But the gIo\\' of rage III

the soul when the lust of dominion is thwarted, is in e\Try age
the same, From the fury that strove to exterminate the Albi­
genses, that devastated and almost des~rorec1 the German
nation, that wasted the valleys, and stained t ln: suow-clad
mountains of Savoy, and slaughtered the followers of (;arjLaJ(~i

on the field of Mentana, the griln savagery of the lust of SpIrI­
tual power is ever the same, IVIak~ the .furnace seven times
hotter, it incessantly says, so that nett her JC\\', 110r Moor, nor
Protestant, nor anything that 'will not how dow1: to the g?~dcll

image that we have set up, may breathe. Such IS t~1e SPUIt.~f
Babylon. It was the spirit of Ba~)ylon of olel. ~t IS. the .s]nnt
of the modern Babylon, but happily the system ]S "rlth~nng at
its root, and is already in such decay before the new hghts of
religion and science, that the si~1ccre and p.eaccflI1 of these days
may pass it unheeded by, It IS an olel grant, toothless, f:1ng-
less, and forlorn. . ..

The three faithful ones were cast Into the furnace with their
gannents, their coats, their hosen, and their hats. The soul has
its garments as well as the body, The turban or hat corre­
sponds to the highest d().ctrines~ those .,vhich .clothe the ]:ead
of the soul. On the tiara of the high pnest was written
on a golden plate, holiness to the Lord. The coat which pro­
tects the chest and middle of the body, corresponds to the
doctrines of charity to the neighbour, while the hose and sh.oes
correspond to the precel?ts of daily duty ~nc1 C01:11110n life ;
so that casting the men I11tO the furnace 'nth then- garnlents
spiritually signifies the rejection with sp.iritua 1. h~tred of true
believers, not only as to their great Ie:Hllng principles of love,
faith, and virtue, signified by the faithful three, l):lt a11 the doc­
trines of genuine religion, the ga1111cnts of sa1\'0110n, the robes
of righteousness, the wedding gnrmcnt, in fact all that makes
then~ beautiful. Instead of glorious truth there is mummery,
formality, and mental slavery.
" When, however, mental despotismis firmly met, its power is
broken. Let the righteous possess their souls in patience, and
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they will take no harm, The slaves of despotism hurt them­
selves, they do "not hurt the good. Those ,vho. threw the men
into the fire were destroyed by the fire of their own furn.ace .
The witnesses for truth were unhurt. "The Lord had given
his angels charge concerning them, to keep them i~ all their
ways." a rich immunity to bra~e so.uls.! 0 ,glorIous safe­
<rlle-rd! Let nlen be true to their principles, and-they can
~oIne to no real harm, No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper; and everyone that shall rise against thee thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servant of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord. .

. Why should anyone seek to compel others to adopt h~s

particular views, when they cann~t see them to be true? ~t ~s

truth seen and understood which IS of value to a man, and It IS

of value because it purifies the heart, and betters the life of. its
receiver. 1'0 explain the truth in a spirit of love, at beconllI~g

seasons, is doubtless commendable, but to worry others, III

season and out of season, with our special dogmas, which they
do not see and cannot admit, is rather the eagerness of pro­
selytism th~n earnestness for truth. l'he Lord's precious gift .is
truth to be as seed, from which, if understood and loved, will
C0111C harvests of vijjue and blessing. If our views be true, and
we see and understand them to be true, we can explain them to
others, and if they are in the love of truth, they will receive
them for the same reasons which have commended them to us;
and when they are thus received in light, an~ fo~ their own
sakes, they will impart spiritual freedom, ~hey.will gIve strengt~

in the hour of temptation, and consolation In sorrow. But if
we have intruded the truth.violently and unseasonably, we shall
have roused opposition where we needed goo~l will, an(~ .,ve
shall have defeated our own aims, We shall be like a physician
who has offered good medicine, but introduced it scalding hot.
Truth should be introducedlike de-w, or the gentle shower on
thirsty land. It should come as a courteous and delicate friend,
sincere and gentle, not as our property, but as the Lord's O'V~l

treasure, the blessed gift of Infinite Love, to introduce happI­
ness upon earth, the happiness which C0111eS from enlii?hten~d,

pure, and loving souls, ministering in a.ll the ways of mtegnty
and virtue, useful to increase the real kingdom of the Lord on
earth, and for heaven.

The over-eager zealot should re111e111ber also that his views
l11ay possibly be erroneous, as N ebuch~dnezzar's were, and that
therefore to attempt to enforce them VIolently upon others, may
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only be diffusing the blight of error over the fair field of human
knowledge, which will certainly vanish in due time, but "which
can only in the meantime do mischief in the world. Whether,
therefore, our views be true or false, the attempt to force them
upon others against their convictions, is harmful and blame­
worthy-s-it is the spirit of Babylon. Truth will commend itself
by the fruit it bears, the light it yields, and the blessings it
diffuses. It disclaims all other aid. " l.Jet your light so shine
before men that they luay see your good 'Yorks, and glorify your
Father, Who is in heaven." 'The nations of them that are saved
shall walk in the light of the holy city, and they shall bring
their glory and honour into it. They will there see wisdom as
the eye sees objects, and do good as the joy of their life, and
they will have a blessed anticipation of an eternal horne.

The seed of all divine blessings is the \Vord of Goel. Let
us boldly be faithful to it always, like the faithfu! three at
Babylon. Ifany would challenge ou(right in this respect, let us
reply: "We are not careful to answer thee in this matter, Our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, 0 king.
But, if not, be it known unto thee, O king, we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden image 'which thou hast set up."
Let us ever diligently guard the Word, and our freedom fear­
lessly to study and to follow it.

o may we diligently preserve this seed of all that is noble in
humanity and in progress, the seed of angelic virtues, of victory
over every evil, the seed of the kingdom of heaven.

On, spirit of liberty, on,
o bless every valley and hill ;
Thy brightness each heart shall enthrone;
And glow with thy loveliness still.
On, all, till each nation, all over the world,
Shall see thy blest Launer, for CVQr unfurled.

S E !{ 1\1 0 N L~

NEllUCI-IADNEZZAR'S VISION OF THE GREAT TREE.

" He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake
off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls
from his branches: nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with JJte dew of
heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: let his heart be
changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass
over him. "-DAN.iv. 14-16.

'fHE experience of human life brings before us very wonderful
vicissitudes. The rise and the fall of individuals and of empires
alike exhibit the instability of hU111an affairs, and how uncer­
tain is the possession of those treasures of 'wealth and power
for which ambition pants. Multitudes struggle for the splen­
dours of earth, and a few attain them ; for a time they seem the
favoured children of fortune, their splendour dazzles mankind,
and they stand on the summit of human greatness. The super­
ficial envy them, the fumes of flattery swell their pride, their
smiles are courted by those who surround them as gracious
tokens of the favour of superior beings. But the tide turns,
adversity sets in, shock after shock comes until all is is wrecked,
prosperity, fame, health, sanity all gone, and the former idol of
multitudes, the petted favourite of fortune, has sunk so low, that
scarcely one remains to do poor service of all those who formerly
watched and waited on his nod.

History has never failed to afford such instances of the rise
and fall of human beings, but certainly few have been so C0111­
plete as that furnished in this chapter, ann which was fore­
shadowed to king N ebuchadnezzar in his astonishing dream ;
a dream which portrayed to him his greatness, his fall and his
restoration. He stood in the midst of the earth, a potentate,
the mightiest among men j his arms had vanquished all who had
resisted him, and he had so extended and ernbellished his
capital,. that it not only far exceeded the magnificence of any
other CIty, but also o\ved so much to him that he might be re­
garded as a second founder.



394 NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S VISION OF THE CnEAT TREE. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S VISION OF THE GREAT TREE. 395

While, however, he was at the very Sll1l1111it of his brilliant
career, the awful dream was given him, which he felt also 'was
1110rC than a dream, He feared it 'was a vision of cominj;
events. Anxious and troubled, be sought for its exact inter­
pretation, and at length obtained it from the fearless and faith­
ful Daniel. The terrible fulfilment of this, no doubt, divinely
appointed dream took place twelve months afterwards, when
every particular was realized. In the midst of his gre::ltncss,
the king lost his reason, had a mania for acting as a beast, a
mania well known to physicians, until his humiliation was COIl1­
plete; when his reason returned, his counsellors and lords sought
him once more, his kingdom was re-established, and he issued
a decree containing the account of the whole matter, and closing
with the grand lesson, which the whole of these wonderful events
had impressed upon him, " N O\V I N ebnchadnczznr, praise, and
extol, and honour the king of heaven, all whose works arc truth,
and His ,vays judgment, and those that walk in pride, 1:1 c is able
to abase." N ever, perhaps, has this lesson been taught with
greater force, never proclaimed with greater clearness. No
condition is beyond the reach of change. The greater the
height, and' the greater the fall. Earthly riches finrl \rings and
By away. How important, therefore.. it is that we look for our
stability in eternal things, our riches inthat inner wealth which
supplies the heart with heavenly graces, and the mind with those
ge111s of spiritual wisdom which shine brighter in adversity, and
"fill gleam 'with angelic radiance for ever. Give 111e neither
poverty nor riches is-the prayer of the truly wise, but give me,
o Lord, the grace of contentment with Illy lot, whatever it lllay
honestly be, and the love of being useful in the righteous per­
formance of the duties of Illy station. Let us pray for such a
daily cultivation of the graces of heaven, as n10Y enable us in
humble thankfulness to respond when the cry is raised "'l'he
bridegroom cometh," "Our lamps are ever burning, Lord, Thy
servants are ever ready."

Letus turn now from the individual application of this won­
derful history to its wider bearing, in the disclosures it makes,
of that Babylonish state of the Church of which it was at once
the warning and the symbol, Jerusalem had become a prey
to Babylon, and Babylon had attained a pitch of astounding
greatness, pOlnp, and power, The inflated phantasy of the
possessor of this seemingly impregnable position of grandeur
assumed, that it was fixed, and beyond all danger of disturbance.
We learn, however, that at the very acme of their glory, and in

the. very hour 'of their fullest triumph, the stroke would come
'Vl11Ch would break down the power of Babylon; which would
hew down t.he tree, cut off its branches, shake off its leaves,
and scat~er Its ~ower. N ebuchadnezzar's own name signified
Ihe. a1lgu~sh ofJlldefll!ellt.. Tl?-e Babylonish spirit is the spirit of
pride united toreligion. It IS self-love masquerading in saintli­
ness.

Self-love appears in myriad forms, from the fawning whine of
the s~reet beggar, who will cringe and cajole, but who loves his
lazy Indolence too much to give himself to steady work, to the
despot \yho to deck HIMSELF with fame and grandeur will waste
whole kingdoms, will send the wail of widows throuah thousands
of cottages, fill the air with the orphan's cry, anod maim and
slaughter hundreds of thousands of 11l1111an beinzs. Self-love
appea~'s sometimes ~s tI:e polite but over-reaching tradesman,
~Oll1et!nl~S as the pilfering cheat, sometimes as the maraud­
~ng In.ldlll~ht ruffian, or the enraged assassin, but the character
~n which It becomes most appallingly extravagant, most exact­
~ng, 1110St baleful, most intensely cruel, is when it comes forth
111. the garb of religion. It then transfers to itself the awful at­
tributes of the .A.1111ighty, issues its fiats as infallible decrees
and assumes to inflict et~rI?al as 'yell ~s temporal miseries, UPOl~
those who are not submissive to Its will,

This is the true and terrible 'Ba bylon, of which the other was
the shadow going before. The word Babel means confusion.
And, .ce~tainly, it is impossible to conceive of greater confusion
th~1? IS Intro~uced into ~~~ist~anity, when instead of its meek
SPI~lt of serving and nnrusterrng to others, of self-denial, of
loving deference to others, and taking the lowest seat· of return­
ing good for evil; of seeking to spread light and truth around
as God's univer?al gifts to train all men to happiness and to
!leav~n, we ar~ introduced t~ gaudy grandees with high sound­
Ing titles, claiming to lord It over all the world, to. apostles
of da:rkness a~1d mystery who pretend to dispense with the
teaching of SCIence and COIllIll011. sense and to have their de­
crees adnlitted.on pa~n of <;lestruction here if they can inflict it,
~nc~ of ~~erlast~l~g rUIn. \VhICh they clairn ~o be able .to bestow,
This spint of Babylon IS abundantly described both 111 the Olel
and the N ew Testaments, Thus, we read in Isaiah respecting
13abylop, " And, thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever, so that
thou didst 110t lay these things to thy heart, .neither didst re­
member the' latter end of it. Therefore hear now this" thou
I . " ,

t la~ art given to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest
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The first living thoughts on the subject of religion which gro'v
up in the soul, green and vigorous, from well-supplied heavenly
knowledge, are the leaves of this tree. The leaves of the
spiritual tree are channing, and they are for medicine (Rev.
xxii.). The flowers, are the still higher beauties of spiritual
thought; tbe spiritual sense of the Word affords abundance of
heavenly flowers, and the fruits are all the virtues of an upright
life, duties clone, integrity maintained, every rightful claim of
position and employment cheerfully adopted and obeyed.
When religion has developed itself to become such a tree, then
society flourishes in blessed security, then an individual so
circumstanced will be prosperous and happy. The beasts of
the field, the natural affections, the fowls of heaven, all soaring
rational thoughts, will dwell under its principles, like grand
boughs covering and protecting everything, and there is spiritual
food for all.

But ambition is Babylonish, when it seizes these grand things,
and renders them subservient to its arrogant sclfscck ing ; sub­
stituting man and a vain-glorious hierarchy for C;oll and true
principles, seeking self-glory, self-merit, and selfish power, in­
stead of regeneration and growth in heavenly love and wisdom.
This is Babylon, and great as its influence and power 111ay
seem when it has attained its heigh t, and enmeshed every­
thing in its swelling pride, at the summit of its power the
Divine Judge provides for its overthrow, The stroke on the
bell of Providence soon sounds when blasphemy is full. So
was it 'with N ebuchadnezzar. In the hour of his haughtiest
self-inflation the fiat of judgment caine. "'The king spake and
said, Is not this great BabyIon that I have made for the house
of the kingdom, by the might of nlY power, and for the honour
of nlY majesty, While the word was in the king-'s mouth, there
fell a voice from heaven, saying, () king Ncbuch.u lnezzar, to thee
it is spoken j the kingdom is departed Irom thee" (ver, 30 r 3 1 ) .

When Christian Babylon attained its 1110St audacious state of
arrogancy, 'which had been swelling with pride for three hundred
years, from the time of Hildebrand to that of Boniface VIII.,
whose time was almost "wholly taken up with virulent quarrels
for supremacy with the most powerful governlnent of his epoch;
just after he had made the 11l0St monstrous assertion of his
power over kings and governlnents, he was seized and im­
prisoned by the objects of his wrath, and was so stung with the
violence of his passion that he lost his reason, and died by his
own violence. It 'was the divine decree, hew' down the tree

a.ncl cut off his branches. When Leo X. again imagined the
tU11e had ~ollle to make the grandest building in the world, as
the magnificent symbol of papal greatness, then carne the
REFORMATION, and the strongest portions of Christendom
were lost to Christian Babylon j again, the decree went forth,
" Hew down the tree and cut off its branches; shake off his
leaves and scatter his flower, let the beasts get ~:L\vay from under
it, and the fowls from its branches."

Again, in our own time, we have seen the same preposterous
claims to stop the progress of science, to arrest the diffusion of
the Bible, and to claim personal infallibility far the head of
Christian Babylon, but no sooner was this clone than the tem­
poral po\ver and state for which there had been so much cursinz
and excommunications, and so much slaughter, was entirely
lost. It was again the decree going forth, "He\v down the
tree and cut off its branches; shake off his leaves, and scatter
his flower." But a great system, 'which has been diffused
tl~rolJgh Inany ages. and interwoven 'with the entire life of I11any
kingdoms and myriads of people, cannot at one stroke be alto­
gether destroyed and removed. It has spread, and it has lived
by an accommodation to the weaknesses, the errors, the preju­
dices, and the barbarism of the times, and was itself a semi­
barbarism, It IDUSt continue, though with greatly reduced
power, 3:ud only gradually die 'away. It has also much good,
much piety, and, much charity and virtue enclosed within it,
though chiefly among its humbler members, For their sakes it
H1.ust live on an~ even to S?nle extent revive. again, though

, with humbler claims, and purified through suffenng.
Hence, we read, " Leave the stump of his roots in the earth ."

that is, let the Babylonish persuasion remain in the Church,
there are vast 1111111bers who yet cannot bear to have it alto­
gether rooted up. Let it be made finn "\vith a band of iron
and brass." Iron is; the symbol of the truth of the letter of the
\ Vord, and brass or copper of a good life in the external virtues
of religion.I'his binding and strengthening by the inculcation
of the duties of a pious life, is the same as Moses pronounced
respecting Asher-'~Let Asher be blessed with children: let
him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in
oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass j and as thy days, so

, shall thy strength be" (Deut. xxxiii, 24, 25). The shoes are of
iron and brass when the rule of life is true and good. Divine
JVlercy.watches over such, in, whatever church they may be, and
as their days, whether stormy or fair, cold or warm, so their
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strength shall be. They shall be shod with the gospel of the pre..
paration of peace (Eph. vi. 15). Let it be comforted "in the
tender grass of the field," and be wet with the dew of heaven.

The tender grass of the field corresponds to the tender promises
and comforts of religion. The obedient servant of the Lord can
feed in the rich meadows of the Holy Word, and be cheered and
strengthened by the tender grass of the field. The dew ofhcaven
too will come quietly down upon such. Calm, holy meditations
will diffuse peaceful wisdom throughout their Blinds, "their
heavens will drop clown dew." The Lord I-iill1self will be a dew
to them, as He said, "I will be as a dew unto Israel, and he shall
gro\v as the lily" (Hosea xiv. 5). They cannot have a man's heart,
for that is a heart that freely learns and rationally investigates,
freely weighs, and freely follows the truth. This cannot be given
in Babylon, but an obedient heart can, like that of an ox that
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib (Isa. i. 3).
Let this spirit of obedience be given him, until he is fully
weaned from the insanities of spiritual pride, and he has learned
that all power and all merit belong to the J\Iost J Iigh, :111<1 111:111

in himself is utter evil, and a mass of corruption. \\Thell tria ls
and reflection have brought about this conviction, :tlld m.u lu it
lasting, their work has been accomplished, seven tiJllCS will have
passed over the 111an who has gone through this tribulatiun, his
reason will be restored, and he will be well. J\1l this happcnccl
to king N ebuchadnezzar, king, of Babylon, and he sent out his
decree proclaiming the result in the memorable words, "NO\V

I Nebuchadnezzar praise, and extol, and honour the King of
heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways j udgment :
and those that walk in pride He is able to abase." All this has
happened to the spiritual Babylon, which has been crushed, and
then again restored, and done useful works among those portions
of society who are 110t firm-minded enough to rise above super­
stition, and walk by the light of clear heavenly truth rationally
understood. The Most Iligh is ruling alllong the .chilclrcn of
111en, and giving the kingdom to whomsoever lie will, for
His will is perfect goodness, guided by perfect wisdom, Let
us never forget also, that every Christian needs to guard
himself against the spirit of Babylon. There are nlany little
popes, in pulpit and in pew, who cannot bear with others or
suffer their infallibility to be questioned, 'without bitter anger
being excited. This is also the essence of Babylon. " Blessed
are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

SERMON LI.

BELSlfAZZAH.'S FEAST AND DEATIl.

(( Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine be­
fore t~e thousand. J?elsh<.J2zar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden
and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which
w~s in Jen~sa~;m; that the king and his princes, his wives and his concubines, might
dnnk therein, -DAN. v: J, 2.

"\VHEN we attempt to realize the gorgeous and infatuated scene
at Babylon, 011 the fatal night to which this chapter of the Divine
Word relates, \VC cannot out be amazed at the extent to which
human fully will go.

\Ve learn from ancient historians, that the Babylonian host
had been defeated by the Mcdes and Persians, under the
virtuous Cyrus and his uncle Darius, and retreated into Baby­
lon ; by the defence of whose strong walls, and the succour of
the magazines of the city, they hoped to be enabled to defy the
army by which they were pursued and beleaguerecL

Had the people been virtuous, and the monarch a true king
of n1(;11, they would probably have been secure, and ultimately
victorious, but the nation had long been seduced by wealth and
luxury, it was effeminate and corrupt; the king, a weak, profli­
gate, luxurious and vain tyrant, dainty in his guilt, seeking
curious modes of mocking heaven, and parading his contempt
~or .virtuc. They were thus. a Blass of gilded rottenness j an
llllJ)lOllS band of satyrs, dancing on a volcano. On the other
hand, the armies around the city were led by chiefs, modest
sober, assiduous, skilful in war, and ready to take advantage of'
any negligence in the disorderly host they had driven into the
city, and held in what had been intended for safety, but which
had become a huge net, which they were not strong enough to
defend, and from which they could 110t escape.

The city, as is well known, was built on. the two shores of
the Euphrates. The river, two hundred yards wide, flowed
through the midst of it. There were immense walls along the
sides of the river, with huge gates of brass, similar to the de..

2 C
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fences on the land sides, and so strong, that with proper care
and watchfulness, no anned boats could endanger its safety.
But Cyrus, who had continued the siege of the city for many
months, had caused to be dug a canal, from a bend above the
city to a place below, that he might divert the river, and so
leave its bed fordable. All was ready, so that advantage could
be taken of an approaching festival to be kept in Babylon,
when the revels would be continued all night, and riotous in­
dulgence make the defenders careless, and besotted, exposed to
he attacked and surprised, and little able to resist.

All was in reality prepared for taking the city that very night;
and on that very night, the debauched king bethought him of
the sacred vessels, brought by his ancestor N ebuchadnezzar
from the captured Jerusalern, and he conceived it would be
something unusually delightful to his polluted mind, to insult the
Jews, and the God of heaven, by profaning the sacred vessels.

The banquet was at its height, the music, the lights, the
liberal flow of wine, the uproar of a thousand nobles, imparted
a wild madness to the scene, and caused the enemy outside to
be forgotten, and even the brazen gates, the security or the city
from the river, were left carelessly open, so completely had
insane recklessness taken possession of monarch and people.
But the end was near. No sooner had the haugh ty and be­
sotted king carried out his profanity, and passed the sacred
vessels, already desecrated by himself, to his princes, his wives,
and his concubines, and they had also profaned them, than a
mysterious hand appeared busy on the wall, The king saw it,
and saw it had left a strange writing there. He felt he had
gone too far, and a painful dread of something awful to come,
changed his countenance, made his whole frame shake with
terror, and he cried out wildly for his astrologers, Chaldeans,
and soothsayers, to be brought in to explain these dread
characters. He promised great rewards to those who could
read the writing, and dissipate his fears. His wise men were
appealed to in vain. His nobles shared his terrors, but could
render no assistance.

The alarming reports of this terrible occurrence had filled the
palace, and reached the queen-mother, who hastened to her son.
She remembered the extraordinary things "whichhad happened
in the days of N ebuchadnezzar, her husband's father, in which
Daniel had so worthily figured. Perhaps she was still a pro­
tectress of Daniel, and familiar with hi111 , although it was the
custom in Babylon, when a monarch died, to dismiss his wise

men from the court, and to surround the successor with new
soothsayers, as well as new counsellors.

At the queen's advice Daniel was called in. He stood before
the terrified monarch venerable in age, in wisdom, and in fear­
less majesty, a true messenger of heaven. ,He undertook to
decipher the writing, which being probably in the ancient
Hebrew letters, would constitute no difficulty to him, and give
the interpretation. .First, however, he presented before the
king a view of himself, such as monarchs too seldom hear. He
detailed the Lord's dealings with his ancestor, N ebuchadnezzar.
He depicted how Divine Providence had cast down the mighty
monarch from his state, and after his repentance and chastening,
raised and restored him again. And then the prophet con­
tinued, in words which must have penetrated to the inmost
conscience of the king, "And thou, his son, 0 Belshazzar,
hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this: but
hast lifted up thyself against the King of heaven; and they have
brought the vessels of his house before thee, and thou and thy
lords: and thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine ill
them j and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of
brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know;
and the God, in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all
thy \vays, hast thou not glorified."

Not a word of defence had the cowed and guilty king to say.
Silently he awaited the interpretation, as the utterance of a
judge's doom, which indeed it was,

The words written on the plaster were, Mene, . l\1ene,
Tekel, Upharsin. The meaning being, Numbered, Numbered,
Weighed, 1'0 the .Persians, He explained the inscribed
characters in language which, to the criminal .king, must have
sounded like the utterances of God Himself MENE: Gael
hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. rl'EKEL: Thou
art weighed in the balances, and found wanting, PERES, which
is only another form of Pharsin : Thy kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and Persians.

The king, notwithstanding the terrible announcements he
had heard, was true to his promise, and ordered Daniel to be
fully rewarded, perhaps in the hope of thus deferring, or turning
aside, the judgments. But it was too late. While these strik­
ing events were occurring in the banqueting hall, the \va.t~r of
the river was being turned into its new channel. Cyrus divided
his arn1Y into two large bodies, one to march along the bed of
the river, already fordable, from above ; and the other from
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below the city. The gates having been negligently left open
and unguarded, there was no resistance of any importance, and
in the brief and terrible terms of the text, " In that night was
Belshazzar the king of the Chalcleans slain. The Babylonian

.empire was ended, and the Persians, first under Cyrus, in con­
junction with Darius the Median, and afterwards alone, suc­
ceeded to the governn1ent of the whole region; and Babylon
received the first great blow towards that utter decay, by which,
step by step, it sunk, to become mere heaps of earth, the habi­
tation of owls and hideous creatures; its very name lost, except
in history; and marsh and mound, the abode of the bittern and
the wild beast, covering the ground where stood the city which
had been the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of theChaldee's
excellency.

How impressive an example does this dreadful lesson yield,
that in every case, to the mightiest monarch as to the meanest
peasant, the wages of sin is death. To nations as to men the
divine laws are ever the srune. "}Zccp therefore ancl do" (the
Lord's commandments), "[or this is YOllr wisdom, and your
understanding in the sight of the nations which shall hear all
these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people. And it shall be if thou do at all
forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve
them and worship them, I testify against you this day, that ye
shall surely perish."

Interesting and instructive, however, as the death of king
Belshazzar and the downfall of Babylon are, as illustrations of
the unerring character of Trivirie laws for all I11en, they are
specifically intended, in the spiritual sense, to be a prophecy
of the career and the downfall of spiritual Babylon,-of that
state of perversion of the Christian Church in which the lust
of domination has taken the place of love to the Saviour,
and a complete state of insane self-seeking prevalent in the
Church, to the extent of phrensicd delight in cbillling divine
honours, and using religion for purposes of gain and vain-glo­
rious pride.

The feast made to a thousand lords 'would represent the
ecstasy spread throughout the fallen Church, and manifest in
its conclaves, at the success of the Babylonish spirit. The
wine which Belshazzar drank before his lords represented the
delirious phantasy, that the Lord had committed His power on
earth to men, to Peter and his successors, and that priests con­
sequently are greater than other men, and the chief-priests

BELSHA~ZAR'S FEAST AND DEATH.

greater than emperors and kings; and. the mightiest among
men should kISS their feet. They drink in the fancy that they
can suspend God's laws, forgive sins, and open heaven to those
they favour, ann curse and excommunicate those who do not
obey them. The false dreams, which are caught at with avidity
b:f souls animated by the thirst of being greatest, constitute the
wine which is drunk, and which intoxicates those who partake
of it, until the most insane· ravings fill the atmosphere with in­
fatuated nonsense where there ought to be the sound lessons,
?f a lowly, virtuous, and heavenly life. They can make wafers.
Into God, they can make ground holy, holy water which shalL
scare .a\vay evil spirits, they can make holy dolls, holy images,..
holy 011, holy bells, queens of heaven, and sanctify men, by bits
of wood and bones, and any amount of fraud and folly. These
phantasies, and the spirit which is in them of substituting ex­
ter!1~l nlUl111ne::y for change of heart and real religion,-the
rehgI.on of. Ioving the Lord,. and shO'wil1&" that l?ve by tr~I1y
keeping His commandments In all we do, IS the wine by which
Babylon has made the nations drunk.. The subtle reasoning
which encourages the infatuated desire to become the greatest,
which swelled itself up in the Christian Church until it far sur­
passed all the dreams of merely earthly ambition, is the wine of
her fornication, by which the inhabitants of the earth have been

. made drunk (Rev. xvii. 2); for all nations have drunk of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication (Rev. xviii. 3).

U nr.ler the influence of this delirious wine, the fiercest wars,
the 1110st terrific persecutions, the foulest abominations have
~een origina.ted, and. continued, and even yet, the Church
Instead of being the tamer of human passions, and the subduer
of self, fully sustains and sanctions the dreadful readiness with
which nations go to war, She blesses their banners, and serids
them out to break all God's commandments, to devastate and
destroy. To secure her own ambitious views, all the principles
of religion were by Babylon Blade mysterious, Upon her fore-

, head was a name written, l\1VSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE

.MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOrvIINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Because, when the understandings of men were enslaved by
being paralysed before these so-called .mysteries, they could be

. led at pleasure by a self-loving priesthood.
The golden and silver vessels derived from Jerusalem repre­

sent portions of the letter of the Word, which could be made
subservient to the ambitious aims of the priesthood; portions
of the Jewish ritual, and prophecies concerning the Divine
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Priest and King, the Lord Jesus Christ, in all things sensual­
ized. 'These, in their proper use are vessels to contain the
.heavenly wine of spiritual wisdom, but in the hands of the king
.and lords of Babylon, they contain the intoxicating wine of
phantasy, the wild dreams of lordship and dominion. They
praised the gods of gold an-I silver, of brass and iron, wood and
'stone.' Idols of the six kinds of material named rcpresen t false
doctrines; concerning the Lord, gold and silver idols; con­
cerning the neighbour, brass (or copper) and iron; and con­
cerning the religious life j 'wood and stone. On all these sub­
jects there are divine laws, full of love and wisdom, which are
not of our making, and which we should obey. When, how­
ever, we make artificial doctrines and rules, putting 111en, and
human schemes and contrivances, instead of the Lord JeStIS,
love itself and wisdom itself embodied, and His laws of justice
and judgment, we have the selfish vindictive god of ambitious
priests, instead of the universal Lord, our Saviour. 1nstcad of
the true charity of doing unto others what \VC would have them
'do to us, \ve have .love only for those of our sect, and hatred to
those we call heretics. Instead of doing j ustly in every act
and situation of life, we have the petty observances which are
called laws of the Church, and the regulations which set forth
artificial poverty, the unnatural life of celibacy; absurd self-in­
flictions, and minute specifications about Bleat and drink, not
necessary for purposes of health, and we laud these. 'Ve are
then praising the idols of gold and silver, brass and iron, wood
and stone. But in the midst of our delirious phrensy, there
appears on the plaster of the wall the fingers of a man's hand;
and a mysterious and terrible writing is seen written over
against. the candlestick, 11ENE, MENE, 'fEKEL, UPHARSIN.

The apostle said to Christians, "Ye are our epistles 'written
in our hearts, and read of all men " (2 Cor. iii. 2). The prin­
ciples of their religion were manifest in their characters and
conduct. The Lord Jesus said of him that overcomcth, "1
will write upon him Illy new nanle" (Rev, iii. 12).

The true-principles of Christianity flowing out from renewed
hearts and minds, manifest solid virtues in all things that are
accordant with integrity, truthfulness, Iovingkindness, and in
the varied ministrations which fill and adorn life with beauty
and use. But in the artificial conduct which Babylon enjoins,
which is 'a plaster covering, and not a natural outgrowth, when­
ever atime of crisis and judgment COUles, it is' palpable in the
abuses; the monstrosities, the vilenesses which burst forth on
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all sides, what a terrible hell! has been hidden' within. ,Read
the account of any epoc~·of trial, in a Babylonish nation, ,such,
as t~le Fr~nch Revolution, and you will see from the awful
manitestations of spirit,both with priests and people, that
u?der the snl?oth plaster of a tame and decorous life, have been
ludd.en fienchsl~ lusts and awful passions. This is then made
manifest to the ~ntellectof those who retain the power of cliscern­
~nent; for the Intellect of man is the candlestick of the Lord
lnt.e~ded to hold up the light of heaven in the world. l'h~
\V~ltIng \vas ~v~r again~t the candlestick, to intimate that the
\VIP of the DI"!ne Providence is that rnen should reflect upon
this awful manifestation, and understand that in such a system
there has been no rege~leration, no change of heart and mind,
and tl:er~f~re self remains unsubdued, and indeed exists in its
most InsidIou? and. des~ructive form. \Vhited sepulchres are
there, appeanng fair without, but inwardly full of dead men's
bones, and all uncleanness. The astrologers, the Chaldeans, and
soothsayers cannot tell the meaning of this. They represent
the teac~lers or .the Babylonish system. They have always
~xtolled It as divine, and the perfection of wisdom and cannot
In the least explain how it is that its issues are so calamitous.
T~e queen-mother advises that Daniel should be sent for;

tha~ IS, those who are In the affection for goodness and truth,
advise that such as love the Word of God should be consulted.
They are .the true Daniel; they will speak kindly but fearlessly.
They testify. at once, that the.source of all the misery and all
the terror, IS, that Babylon IS· an external religion with an
unchanged heart. "Th.ou, 0 Belshazzar, hast not' humbled
thine heart j but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of
heaven." "The God in whose hand thy breath is and whose
are all thy ways, hast thou not' glorified." '. -

Here. the finger is la~d.· on .the centre of the plague.
Babylo~ IS a ~ystenl of re.hglon without regeneration, external
fonn without Int~rnal purity, superstition' instead of light, the
decrees o! man- Instead of the' "":ord of God: Such a system
~ust p~nsh. Mene, Mene.. It" IS - numbered and found false
In relation to God,~nd false-~n relation! to man. Its good is
~loIlo\V' and s.uperficiaI. Its.virtues are of' little value, and the
Idea of merrt d~files them' all. They are weighed in the
balan.ces .of true nght~ousness,and; found wanting. The king­
d?m ISdivided, and\given tothe !Yfedes a.nd Persians. Babylon
will ce~s~' to be a church. : I.twIlI; r~maln~only'as a carcase, a
superstition. The Church-will be' given: for" a- time· to. those
who are somewhat dividedvarnong- themselves: bur. are-united
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in this, that they exalt and spread the Word of God. There
is the divine seed out of which a pure church will C0111e, but
not yet. The soldiers who have overcome Babylon will
take the kingdom, The reformers, heroic souls, who could no
longer bear the iniquities of Babylon, such as it was at its worst,
who struggled against papal abominations, when it was danger
to protest, and death to defy, these are the spiritual Medes
and Persians. They renounced and broke down Babylon, and
with them the Church would be, because with them the Word ,
would be; the Church not in entirety or thorough purity, but
as much as mankind could bear, and until the period when the
New 'Jerusalem would come down from the Lord out of heaven.
In that night was Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans slain.
Belshazzar signifies Aiaster of secret treasures. And, his being
slain in that night teaches that the state of the papal Babylon,
in which she was master of the treasures of the Divine Word,
which she kept hidden from the people, was brought to an encl.
The same thing is taught by the ten horns, who are ten kings,
who hate Babylon the great, and 111~kc her desolate and naked,
and eat her flesh, and burn her with fire (H.c,;. xvii. 16).

They repudiate, condemn, and renounce the cumbrous system
of spiritual despotism, the substitution of man and his mystery
for God and His Word, but they are not for a time able to
accept the central truth of the N ew Jerusalern, that the Lamb,
the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom are Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the whole fulness of the Godhead bodily, is King of
kings and Lord of lords. The Lamb will in due time overcome
them; not to hann them, but to save them. They will yield
their homage to Him, and join those who with Him are called
elect and faithful.

The Babylon of the ancients, though once abenevolent rule,
became a fearful oppression, and when she fell the world
breathed more freely. Mankind said, "Tlow hath the oppressor
ceased; the golden city ceased! FI~bc] lord hath broken the
staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. The whole
earth is at rest, and are quiet; they break forth into singing"
(Isa. xiv. 4, 5, 7). But oh l far more happy was it when the
power of papal Babylon was broken, and the Word of God set
free. Since then, spiritual liberty has led the ,vay to liberty of
every kind, political, social, and scientific. Man, with the
Word in his hand, walks abroad in the domains of Him who
is his loving Father and Saviour, and gathers truth everywhere,
A free Bible ultimately makes everything else "free. If the
truth shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

SERMON LII.

THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM.

·'ft So shall ye know that J am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mount~~n;
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more. ­
JOEL iii. 17.

THE careful reader of the Divine Word will notice that in the
Old Testament a large part of Scripture is occupied with two
captivities of the people of Israel, the captivity i~ Egypt and
the captivity in Babylon. The first bondage ~o which they had
been reduced under Pharaoh, and from which the Lord re­
deemed them by the hand of Moses, was the elnblel~l as Christi~n

divines have always taught, of that slavery to worldliness and ?I!l'
which is forsaken when a soul truly turns to the Lord, made spmt­
ually free by truth from Him, and enters on the spiritual jo~rney
of.regeneration. The. journey of Israel led to the possession of
Canaan' and was crowued by the constitution of Jerusalem as
the capital of the country, the. grand s.eat of thei~ greatest cere­
monies and the centre of their worship and their church. At
Jerusalem was the temple, and to Jerusalem three times in the

, year must every Jew go up. It was the centre of their instn~c­

tion, of their hopes and their .love. It ,va.s to then: "t.he CIty
of God the mountain of holiness ; beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth, the city of the Great King." It was,
however I11t1ch more than this, it was the symbol of the Lord's
Church when the Blessed Redeemer, Jehovah in the flesh,
would open it to all nations, replacing the. sacrifice of .lanlus,
sheep, bulls and goats, by the p~r~r worship, the ?ffen~1gs of
the affections and thoughts, the spmt and truth of HIS children,

The earthly J.erusalem was the type of the spiritual Jerusal.elll,
the Christian Church; and the law was the shadow of good things
to come (Heb. x. 1). Its priests were the type of Christians,
who were to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, and shew forth the praises of Him who had
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light (I Pet.
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ii, 5, 9)· Thus, the apostles frequently portray both the Jews
and Jerusalem, "He is not a Jew," Paul said, " who is one
outwardly, neither is that circumcision "which is outward in the
flesh, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is
that of the heart in the spirit, and not in the letter" (Rom, ii.
28, 29). j erusalem that now is, is in bondage with her chil­
dren; but Jerusalem which is above is free, and is the mother
of us all (Gal. iv. 25, 26). Still 111ore markedly does the Apostle
speak in the epistle to the Hebrews, "Ye are COBle unto 1110unt
Zion and unto the city of the living God, THE HEAVENLY JERU­

SALEM, and to an innumerable company of angels; to the
general assembly and CHURCH of the first-born, which are
written in heaven" (Heb. xii. 22, 23). .

That Jerusalem was the type of the Christian Church then
does not admit of question. Its very n~U11e illustrates this, for
it signifies THE SIGHT OF PEACE. What a beautiful ideal of a
church is enclosed in that exquisite appellation, the sight of
peace. For when we have a sight of the Lord Jesus, we be­
hold the Prince of peace and the Source of peace. The prin­
ciples of true Christianity are the principles of peace. Truth,
charity, mutual love, doing unto others as we would they should
do unto us, are the very essence and rules of peace. And
above all, the glorious kingdom for which the Christian lives,
and to which his hopes and aims aspire, is emphatically the
kingdom of peace. The peace of a virtuous life, the peace of a
soul abiding by faith and love in the Saviour, and the peace of
the golden world of. order, love, and joy; these are the very
constituents' of the Church, the heavenly J erusalem, of which
the earthly capital of Judea was the beautiful but transitory
type, which would give place to the grander reality when the
Prince of Peace appeared and opened His spiritual kingdom.

vVe thus have a most satisfactory reason why so large a
portion of the Divine Word is taken up "with the history, the
events, and the loveliness of J erusalern, The bondage the
Israelites 'fled from, their corning into Canaan, and their being
Blade' citizens of their magnificent metropolis, were all typical
of Christians -rescued from the fetters of evil lusts and corrupt
habits, and then being constituted into a J erusalern, not con­
fined' to Judea; but wide as the world, embracing citizens whose
renewed hearts - and minds were knitted together by diviner
things, than, earthly Solyma ever knew, things of heavenly wis­
dom, living-faith; devoted love to a Divine and loving Saviour,
and self-sacrifice' in doing His holy will, But earthly Jeru..

salem, after SOUle glorious centuries, became co~r?pt and faith­
less, disobedient and perverse. \iVhere the. hVln~ God had
filled His house with glory, and shone forth WIth HIS responses
from between the cherubim, there idols became multiplied, and
the covenant broken. The people committed t\VO evils; they
forsook the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed out for
themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that could hold no water
(Jere ii. 13). They bU:l1ed incense to o!her gods, and wor­
shipped the work of their own"l:ands (Je:. 1. 16). .

'I'h ey courted intercourse WIth Assyria, and WIth Babylon,
until they became: Babylonish themselves, and then the greater
Babylon devoured them, The remains of the nation were kept
in captivity seventy years, and they then were restored, and
formed a second Jerusalem, This restoration of Jerusalern
from Babylon, this second return fron1. captiv~t.y, occupies almost
as 'prominent a place in the prophetical wntmgs as the return
from Egypt does in the books of Moses. We shall not be
astonished at the captivity of the J ewish nation in Babylon,
and their return to their own land, being so often the theme of
the prophets, if we bear in mind the extreme nlise~y ~nd clegra- ­
dation they sustained, and the deeply rooted patriotism of the
J ew, The awful ,yay in which Babylon strove to traulple the
nation out, is intimated in Jeremiah, " Moreover, I will take
from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the
voice of thebridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound
of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole
land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these
nations shall serve the king of Babylon' seventy years" (xxv.
10, II). &.

The astonishing fixity and the wondrous depth of j ewish
love of nation and country, has no parallel. Other peoples,
after t\VO or three generations, are unaffected by the rernem­
brance of a land' their ancestors have quitted. They beC0111e
entirely contented denizens of their new h0111es., and mostly
enthusiastic admirers of the' new lands, now their own, But
Jewish home-love has" endured nearly two. thousand years of
absence, and burnswith wonderful energy still. When, there­
fore, they \vere defeated, dispersed, almost destroyed as a nation,
the templeburnt, their capital uninhabitable; and itsremaining
people carried away apparently never to return, settled as out­
casts and derided as slaves by the rivers of Babylon and the
neighbouring' lands; we 'may' well enter into: the' spirit of the
most pathetic"ofall the Psalms;' and feel, as though it 'were com-
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posed of the anguish and tears of the captives-" By the rivers
of Baby:lon, there '\ve sat down ; yea, we wept when we remern­
bered ZIon. We hanged our harps upon the willows, in the midst
thereof For there they that carried us a\vay required of us a
s?ng j and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
SIng us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord's s?ng in a strange land? If I fo;get thee, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember
thee, let Iny tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer
not Jerusalem ~bove 111y chief joy" (cxxxvii.),

WI~h all !helr love of horne, and all the misery of absence,
combined with the accumulated sorrows of captivity and slavery
we may well conceive how JOYOUS their return would be, Ho,;
glad they would learn the decree of Cyrus ! How' exultantly
tl~ey would commence their return home. How they would
kISS tl;e dear spot from which they had so long been absent,
and with what energy they would strive to rebuild the city and
the temple, .and once rnor~ have the faith that they were under
the protection and blessing of the Lord their Cod, This
feeling is portrayed in another Psahn-" \Vhen the Lord
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were Iike them that
dream, ~rhel~ \~as our mouth filled with laughter, and our
~ongue with smgmg : thel: said they anlong the heathen, The
Lord hath done great things for theine The Lord hath done
great thin~s fOl: us, .,vlier.eof we are glad" (cxxvi.). Bearing
these c.onsI~eratlons. In mind, we may readily perceive ,vhy so
much IS saI~, and In terms of such joyous exultation, of the
ret.urn to th~Ir own .land, of J e!'usaleln being built again, of its
beI~g established with abounding prosperity to abide for ever.
This latter phrase, however, strictly rendered is for an ace or
dispensation. 'b ,

T~l~ prophecies o.f this return were all given either before the
captIvIty, as In the Instances of Isaiah and Tcremiah or durino
!he c8Vtivity:" as in the ~ascs of ]~zckie.l, fJanicl, Ii~lggai, and
Zechariah. 1he restoration of the nation of Jerusalem after
the misery of the Babylonish bondazc fulfilled all those
prophecies respecting the return of the J~\VS to their own land
so far as their literal application is concerned and there is
nothing in Scripture to warrant the anticipation of A THIRD
RE~URN. They have ac~omplishecl their use as a separate
natlon-tl~e use of preserVIng the Word, and the great doctrines
of the Unity and Fatherhood of God; and now that Christians
are learning to be Christian to the J ews, and to rise to a Chris-

tianity of real love and goodness, the Jews will gradually rise
above their narrow and isolating forms, and learn, we doubt
not in time to be Christian too. They will then rej oice in
Tehovah, the God of their fathers, not less dear or less glorious,
because He is also Jesus the Saviour of all men in every land,
the Deliverer from all sin, from all selfishness, and therefore
from all sorrow, This would be to come into a J erusalem far
more magnificent and more happy than any earthly city; a city
indeed of the living God, a city whose light is the glory of God,
whose streets are of transparent gold, whose atmosphere inspires
only thoughts of purity~ peace, and joy j and whose inl.labitants
are all of the great family of the good and the true, of innumer­
able varieties of mind and body, but all united by the blessed
girdle of love to God and love to man.

We have already said that the only literal return of the J ews
to their OWl} land, contemplated by the prophecies, was the

.return from Babylon THE SECOND TIME, as it is denominated in
Isaiah; and these prophecies were literally fulfilled in the I?eriod
of the literal dispensation which closed with the resurrection of
our Lord. After that, the new spiritual dispensation of Chris­
tianity began, a dispensation of which the Redeemer Himself
said, "\Volllan, believe me, the hour cometh, when y~ shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we
worship : for salvation is of the Jews, But the hour cometh,
and NO\V IS, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and ill truth: for THE FATHER SEEKETH SUCH TO
\VORSHIP HIM. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him,
must worship Him in spirit and in truth" (John iv, 21-24).

We have already said that the return from Babylon is the
only return referred to in the prophetic writings, so far as. their
literal application goes; and, therefore, the expectation of
many at the present day that the J ews are to return to Palestine
again, is an error, gathered chiefly from the prophetic declara­
tions which speak of the return of the Jews from Babylon to
their own land, and the restoration of Jerusalem, WHICH \VERE
FULFILLED five hundred years before our Lord carne into the
world,

Let us notice a few of these declarations. "And it shall
come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand
again, A SECOND TIME, to recover the remnant of His people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam (Media), and from
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Shinar (Babylon), and Hamath, and the isles of the sea" (Isa.
xi. I I). Aga!n," G? ye fo~th. of Babylon, flee ye [rOIU the
Chaldeans, with a VOIce of sIngIng declare ye, tell this, utter it
ev~n to the end of the earth ; say ye, The Lord hath redeemed
HIS servant Jacob" (Isa. xlviii. 20). In Jeremiah also the
language is equally clear. "Like these good figs, so 'will I
acknowledge them that are carried a,vay captive of Judah into
the land of the Chaldeans, for their good. For I will set mine
eyes upon them for good, and I will bring them again to this
la!ld: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I
WIll plant them, and not pluck them up. And I will give them
a heart to know 111e, that I am the Lord : and they shall be Iny
people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me
with their \vhole. heart" (Jer. xxiv. 5-7).

Th.e r~surrectlon of dry bones was a vision to the prophet
Ezekiel, In tl?e land of the Babylonians, where his countrymen
were then pnsoners, to represent the approaching end of the
captivity, and the restoration of Israel; the resurrection of the
nation, then politically dead, to their beloved country once
more, "Then, he said unto me, Son of Ulan, these bones are
the whole house of Israel: behold they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
Therefore, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God: Behold, 0 illy people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into THE

~AND OF ISRAEL. And shall put nlY spirit in you, and ye shall
Iive, and I shall place you IN YOUR OWN LAND: then shall ye
know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it saith
the Lord" (Ezek. xxxvii. I I, 12, 14). _ '

One other declaration we will cite, and we conceive it 'will
be abundantly evident that the return of the Israelitish people
and the restoration of Jerusalem, to which the prophets refer,
were the return from Babylon" with the permission to rebuild
Jerusalem, with its temple, after that restoration of the nation.
" For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of lire round
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her. Flo, ho, COllIC

forth and flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord, for I
have spread you abroad, as the four winds of the heaven, saith
the Lord. Deliver thyself, 0 Zion, that dwellest with the
DAUGHTER OF BABYLON. For thus saith the Lord of hosts
After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled
you: f~~ he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of IIi~ eye;"
(Zech. lI. 5-8).

.THE ,RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM:.

It is perfectly evident, we trust, that the great captivity from
which the Israelites were .to be. brought, when they were re­
stored to theirown land, was the seventy years' exile in Baby­
1011, and no other return is even hinted at in the sacred oracles,
and consequently the expectation of those who imagine that a
restoration of the nation to its ancient glory in Palestine is yet
to be expected, is a mistake, It is a mistake of those who have
not yet .learned the grand lesson of Christianity, upon which all
progress aud happiness rest; "The kingdom of God is not 10
here or 10 there, but the kingdom of God is within you."

They who change their hearts from unselfish states by the
power of truth from the Lord Jesus, who grow in love and Ull­

selfishness, who .seek to do away with all prejudices in them­
selves, and', rejoice, in doing the Lord's will on earth as it is
done in heaven, who shun all evils as sins against Him, and
abhor all idea of merit or self-righteousness, these will enter the
New Jerusalem, the ne"v city of truth, the holy mountain, for
Christian and for Jew alike.. for Catholic and Protestant, black
and white, bond and free. "And the Lord shall be king over
all the earth: in that. day shall there be one Lord, and His
name one". (Zech. xiv. 9).

We have seen that Jerusalem was the type of the Christian
Church, and this is admitted by the teachers of all portions of
Christendom ; the .redemption from Egypt was a type of deliver­
ance from the bondage of sin, by which alone a man becomes
really a Christian. So far .so good.. What then, after centuries
of glorious existence, would the captivity of Jerusalem to
Babylon mean P Does it not clearly foreshadow that the spiri­
tual' the Christian Jerusalem, would gradually succumb to
Babylon, and be fully degraded, and trodden under foot, by the
ambitious .lust of rule? And has not this been fulfilled?
:B....rom what, have the divisions and struggles that have rent the
Christian Church for twelve hundred years arisen but from the
struggles as to who should be greatest? This is the very
essence of Babylon. Let anyone read the sweet and simple
pages of th5i gospel, and then observe the gaudy decorations,
the meretricious pomp and splendour, the high-sounding names
which have been foisted upon Christianity in many lands, and
ask himself is that Christian purity, or Babylonish pride?

With the struggle to. be greatest in religion comes contempt
for others, animosity.hate, persecution, sectional heart-burnings,
and sectarian virulence. These are all signs of Babylonish
ambition, not of Christian meekness. When they prevail, Israel
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is in captivity to Babylon. But, blessed be the name of the
Most High, Israel will be brought out of Babylon. Jerusalem
will be restored to freedom, and be a city of light,-a city of
love. 'I'he Lord our God, as our text declares, "will dwell in
Zion, His holy mountain, The mountain of the Lord's house
shall be at the top of the mountains, and above all the hills
(Isa. ii. 2). Or in other words, Love to the Lord Jesus shall
be above all other affections. In the grand solemn silences of
the heart, in its holiest sympathies, which like great mountains
lift themselves up to heaven, this one shall reign supreme, ] esus
is all in all. He is the First and the Last. His "will, of perfect
love, in all things, must be done.

In this inmostly holy sentiment the Lord Himself will dwell.
From the Lord within an impulse will constantly 1l0\V forth in
harmony 'with His Word, and our ears shall hear a word behind
us saying, This is the \vay, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand and when ye turn to the left. Then shall Jerusalem
be holy. Jerusalem shall be, and be called, a city of truth
(Zech. viii. 3). Her inhabitants shall delight in truth, be sanc­
tified by the truth, the Word, which is truth, shall open its glo­
rious streams within her, and all shall know that" there is a river,
the streams whereof shall Blake glad the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the Most High. Goel is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved, God shall help her and
that right early." There shall no strangers pass through her any
more, A stranger is one foreign to the spirit of the place, and
a stranger to the spiritual Jerusalem would be one strange to
goodness and truth. Too 111any strangers have gone through
the Old J erusalem, defiled her palaces, and made her inhabi­
tants wretched, but no stranger shall pass through the N ew
Jerusalem. 'Strangers repel the city from them, or themselves
from the city. When the ambitious or impure strive to enter,
they miss the way and get to Egypt or to Sorlom instead.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see C;oJ; they
shall behold also the city of God, and the glory of Goel shall
enlighten them, They shall eat of the bread of life, and drink
of the living water, They shall have an inward heaven, and
increase in interior loveliness, until they are called at last to
the realms of eternal joy and peace.

" So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in
Zion, IllY holy mountain ; then shall jerusalem be holy, and
there shall 110 strangers pass through her any more."


