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A third class, and that a very demonstrative one at the pre-
sent day, for real repentance, substitute what they call faith—a
very small faith—a Dbelief of the one fact that the Lord Jesus
died to save sinners, and to save them individually, and this
belief only secures the favour of God, and brings forth of necces-
sity all manner of good works. Itis perfectly true that the
Lord Jesus died to save sinners, and every onc may add with
ilevout gratitude, to save every maun, and to save ME; but it
was to enable me to repent, and to win my heart that 1 might
be induced to repent. If, unhappily, I substitute this con-
descension of Infinite Mercy for my duty of repentance, I am
destroying myself by the very means of help. The Lord Jesus,
after Hlis resurrection, sent forth His disciples, “That repentance
and remission of sins should be preached in His name, among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem ” (Luke xxiv. 47). He ex-
alted Himself “to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give repen-
tance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins” (Acts v. 31). The
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count
slackness ; but is long-suffering to usward, not willing that any
should perish, but that ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE (2
Peter il 9).  “As many as I love I rebuke and chasten: be
zealous therefore and repent” (Rev. 1it. 19). “ Repent, or else
1 will come unto thee quickly, and will light against them with
the sword of my mouth.” ¢ Remember therefore from whence
thou art fallen, and repent and do the first works : or else I
will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick
out of its place.” )

Indeed, the indispensable character of repentance is insisted
upon by every part of the Word—Law, Prophets, and Gospel.
"The Lord Jesus constantly preached repentance, and exhorted
men to bring forth fruits meet for REPENTANCE. It is said,
however, that this particular faith will of itself produce the
rejection of all evil, and perfect obedience to the Divine com-
mandments, and yet we are often told, and the burden of half
the sermons in thousands of pulpits is, that no one can keep
God’s commandments either with or without this faith. Itis
said that God’s commandments are something so hard, and so
extensive, and so difficult, that no one has kept them, or can
keep them. But how contrary this is from the representations
of the Divine Word, and from the very nature of things, a very
little consideration will clearly show. God’s commandments
are the laws of right. Is right really so much harder than
wrong? Is speaking the truth so much harder than speaking
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lies? Is a career of honesty harder than a career of crime?
Is a life of pollution, with broken health, broken character, and
a depraved mind, really easier than a course of virtue, purity,
and chaste feeling ? Has it ceased to be true * that the way
of transgressors is hard ”? Does the Almighty no longer say to
the wicked man, ¢ Thine own wickedness shall correct thee,
and thy backslidings shall reprove thee: know therefore and
see that it is an evil thing and bitter that thou hast forsaken the
Lord thy God, and that My fear is not in thee”? Have our-
Lord’s words really ceased to be true—*My yoke is easy, and
My Dburden is light ?”  Indeed, all the talk of many preachers,
who are very zealous but very unwise, is really a libel upon the
Divine Majesty they desire to serve, as if He had made a
universe that will not work by the laws upon which he con-
structed it, that evil beats Him in His own field of operations,
and He can only get men into heaven on another plan.

But it is not true that the way of righteousness is hard, or
that repentance is difficult to the person who is genuine and
sincere. Let a person pray before the Lord Jesus for help
against his sins, and avoid the temptation to commit it, and
help will be given. He must not let his mind hanker after it,
though his feet may be turned in another direction. He must
turn his mind away, and shun his old associates, and the scenes
of former indulgences, praying the Lord to give a new heart and
a right spirit, and after a little perseverance he will find he
loathes what he once loved, and loves what he once loathed.
The Divine aid will be given him, and the Divine benediction
will make him happy. The slain lion of his sin will soon be
found full of honey. His wilderriess will smile like Eden, and
his desert like the garden of the Lord. Joy and gladness shall
be found therein, thanksgiving, and the voice of melody. The
heart of the true penitent will soon be filled with love, his mind
with light, and his life with virtue. He must not, however,
suppose that these things will come of themselves. Faith will
not produce good works of itself. Faith alone will produce
nothing; it is itself dead. Faith, warmed with love, will show
the Lord the fountain of goodness, will teach what to shun, and
what to do, and throw light over every motive to virtue, and
then we must work out our salvation with fear and trembling.
We must work, because it is right to work. We must work
until we delight to work in the service of Him who is always
working for us. We must work until it is our very heaven to
do our Heavenly Father’s will. And this will come, for in
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doing His commandments there is great reward. “Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father, Who is in heaven.”

If in the early days of your repentance you slip and fall, try
again. The child seldom learns to walk without a fall or two.
Try again. Look in hope and confidence to the Saviour God,
and keep as far as possible from temptation, praying earnestly
for Divine assistance, and you will conquer again and again,
until you can not only walk in the path to heaven, but run.
“TThey that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings as cagles, they shall run and
not be weary, and they shall walk and not faint.” Let the
repentant sinner look to his compassionate Saviour, and his
very nature will become transformed.  1Te will eat the Saviour's
flesh, and drink His blood. His Divine goodness and wisdom
will be imparted to him, and he will realize is image and
likeness. He will become a little heaven, and thus prepare for
the greater. He will receive heaven into him, and thus learn
by sure experience that heaven will receive him intoit. Of the
Ninevites it is said that God repented of the evil that He had
said He would do unto them. This is, however, only the
language of appearance. God never does evil to any.  God
never repents' (Num. xxiil. 195 1 Sam. xv. 29).  Beeause God
maintains the wise and rightcous laws by violation of which the
wicked endure punishment, 1le is said to punish them. "Fhe
real truth is, they punish themselves. The sun is said to tor-
ture the inflamed eye. Remove the disease, and the same sun
delights and cheers. So when Nineveh repented, the evils
passed away, and God, whom their sins had hidden behind a
lurid cloud, now came forth in brightness and in blessing.  To
them it seemed that God had repented. The reality was that
God, who had been waiting to be gracious, could now shed
abroad upon them His grace and peace. Tet the sinner turn
from his evil way, from faith in His Saviour, who is a I'ather of
love, and to him the Sun of Righteousness will arise with heal-
ing in His wings.

SERMON XLV.
JONAILL AND TIE GOURD.

““Then said the Lord, Thou hast had pity on the gourd, for the which thou hast no
aboured, neither madest it grow ; which came up in a night, and perished in a night:
And should not I spare Nineveh, that great city, wherein are more than sixscore thousand
persons that cannot discern between their right hand and their left band ; and also much
cattle,”—JONAH iv. 10, 11, )

Divine Mercy had warned and preserved the great city of
Nineveh, but the narrow-hearted prophet Jonah was disappointed
and angry. He would rather his consistency had been main-
tained, although a whole people had perished. He had gone
to the outside of Nineveh. He made a small booth to shield
him from the hot rays of the sun, and watched and waited to
see what would be the fate of the city. The day was hot, and
the prophet vexed, fretful, and weary.  Afler one day thus
spent, during the night there grew up a plant of the melon or
calabash kind, with green wide-spreading leaves, and this gave
an agreeable shelter to the prophet for another day. Another
night came, and as it passed into morning the gourd, so grateful
to the heat-harassed prophet, was seen to have lost its vigour ;
it was blighted by a worm, and no longer lent its pleasant shade.
It was dead. Fainting beneath the breath of the hot wind, the
prophet wished to die. He was disappointed and forlorn ; he
could see no use in his life. He was despairing, and sighed to
quit his post. Like many a weary soul deficient in faith, he had
not yet learned submission and confidence, and pined and
prayed that his toil and his life might end, as if He who gives
our life, and sees our future, did not best know the time, place,
and way in which to draw it to a close.

God is said to have prepared the gourd, and prepared the
worny, and also the vehement east wind which the prophet felt
to be so distressing, because He intended to give Jonah a lesson,
and through him to give a lesson to all who would narrow
Divine mercies to their own little stand-point, and to teach that
all mankind are His children, for whom He cares. Each com-
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munity, each dispensation, each section of man?kind, has its own
work and its ministration to do, but not for itself only. I.t lsi
part of that grand whole, that entire humanity, which the Et? na
governs with equal wisdom, and regards with ;qqal 0\{e.
Jonah was the representative of the Jewish nation in its exc u
siveness and intolerance towards others. He would havlg
nothing to do with the nations around if he could hc]g 1t:l Sulc'x
was the feeling of the Jewish Church. How unworthily t;lS
sectarian exclusiveness was, the Lord taught the prophet, ) )y
representing the church he loved as a gour.d, a mere u‘:'lnl)(l)ld\l)
plant, which speedily lives and speedily d‘lcs,v HOL,{q‘gm“ﬁ ,1“5
during thing at all. It sprang up 1 a night, m_unlt ‘pcnfs 1th
in a night. To show the unworthiness and smallness o lle
bigoted sentiment, the Lord secondly led him to consider that
as he loved his gourd which had 1n.tercsted his a(fgctlons,
although it had grown up without his labour, had lieen 1so
temporary, and was so slight, how could he fail to see tm\t the
Universal Father must love the vast mulptpde WIHOM HE ]IA]ID
MaDE, and who in their weakness and their ignorance so much
is mercy and His care. _ :
ne%’gzdhla_.lvlz said ythe Jewish Church was like a gourd. Its:.
growth was quick, it had an imposing appcarance, but 1]1t wzﬁ
not solid ; in fact, was not a real, enduring church at all. )
had a shadow of good things. It was a figure of the trL~1e_,‘ u‘t
it was only a figure. It wasasa gourd is to the nobler Uce-ti
the olive, the vine, the fig, or the timber trees. I.t was a gour .
that grew up in a night. The outward circumcision \\las nof
that inward purification which a real church requires—the cir-
cumcision of the heart. The sacrifices of lambs, sheep, goalts,
bulls, were but coarse things for worship, though they \Y?IG t]i’
necessary symbols of the affections which offer the saFrl 1lc.es of
thanksgiving, the offerings of self—d'esllcatlon, the worship o
the broken and the contrite heart. I'he elaborate and ml.ngt;el
ceremonies, the numerous statutes, the hierarchial and dec?ouluf;
priesthood, and indeed all the arrangements of Isme'. in
Canaan, were expedient for a time, until .thc Divine Sr:‘\loull1
should bring glad tidings of great joy, which should b(e1 for a“
people ; tidings of fatherhood for all men, brotherhoo uor{"l
men, regeneration for all the obedient, and heaven for all who
ive for it. . .
wo'il‘lkil]ewi_sh Church, like the gourd, grew up in a night. It
was a dark night indeed of idolatry, superstition, and depravity

when that church was founded, and long centuries were to pass.
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on before men could learn to worship their heavenly Father in
spirit and in truth. Even a poor literal symbol of a church
must be- endured until the fulness of time should come, the
dark™midnight when men became even false to their symbols,
and substituted their own miserable traditions, making the com-
mandments of God, even as they understood them, of none
effect. They would then go down in a night, and a new day
from the Sun of Righteousness would dawn upon the world.

ITow accurately the gourd, a sort of great herb, represents the
Jewish Church, and its very external character will be evident

if we reflect that the noble and enduring trees correspond to

the interior and enduring principles of Christian love, Christian
faith, Christian virtue, and Christian intelligence. Thus the
two olive trees which Zechariah saw in vision, right and left of
the golden candlestick which poured forth golden oil, and which .
are said to stand by the Lord of the whole earth (iv. 14), cam..
be no other than the two grand affections of love to God and
love to man, from which the sacred oil, the golden oil of sym-

pathy, diffuses itself among mankind. That oil softens every

asperity, heals every wound, and fills the hearts of men with joy

(Isa. Ixi. 3). These are the two olive trees which no man must

kill, or he will spiritually kill himself, and shut up heaven against

him (Rev. xi. 5, 6). :

The vine, too, which produces the wine which ‘ cheers both
God and man,” corresponds to the faith which imparts confi-
dence, makes the eye gleam with victory, and inspires with
hope, exhilaration, and the foretaste of peace. I am the vine,™
said the Lord Jesus, “ye are the branches. He that abideth.
in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit, for
without Me ye can do nothing” (John xv. 15). This faith is
the tree, whose seed is at first the smallest of all seeds, the faith
which is like the mustard seed, minute, but warm, and which,
as we are faithful, grows up, expands its principles like branches, .
until they protect and bless the whole mind. The fig. tree,
though it produces less precious fruit, still brings forth fruit, and.
corresponds to that obedience in daily life which induces-
honesty, integrity, usefulness, without which society. is unstable, .
like a house without solid foundations.

“ Religion’s path they never trod,
‘Who equity contemn ;

Nor ever are they just to God,
Who prove unjust to men.”

‘When Jesus found no fruit upon the fig tree, He said, *[et
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no fruit grow on thee henceforward and for ever.” If there
were none of the lower virtues, it was quite useless to expect
the higher.

Even the timber trees correspond to great principles of
understanding which grow up in the intellect, and make the
mind like a goodly park, diversified by pastures of instructive
nutriment, unfoldings of glorious perceptions, and grand de-
velopments of thought. I will set in the desert the fir tree,
the pine and the box tree together, that they may sce and know
and understand together that the hand of the Tord hath done
ithis, and the Holy One of Isracl hath created it” (Isa. xli. 19,

-20). The trees which are to be planted to cnable us to see

-and know and understand together, can only be such trees as

- grow from the seed of the Word of God (Luke viii. 11), and
tend to make the soul like a watcred garden, as the Lord pro-
mised by the prophet (Isa. lviii. 11),

All the trees, however, which we have enumerated, and which
correspond to grand interior principles, are firm, enduring,
moble trees, which are not only valuable by their fruits, but
.endure for ages. The gourd is a very different production, and
-when the gourd was presented to Jonah as the symbol of that

_-system or dispensation he so much loved, it was Lo intimate its
. temporary and inferior character. It grew up ina night, it would
< perish in a night. It was an agrecable shade while it lasted.
1t was an assurance of the Divine protection in the storms of
life, and from the hot breath of ambition which blew from the
world around them, in which proud conquerors trampled on
subject and subjugated nations, but it would serve only for the
little day of human life. It concerned this world only. Its
rewards were temporal, its punishments temporal. If they
were willing and obedient, they would eat the fruit of the land ;
but if they refused and rebelled, they would perish by the sword,
for the mouth of the Lord had spoken it (Isa. i. 19, 20).

The Israelitish dispensation, so far as it was mercly national
and purely Jewish, was a gourd, a temporary expedient among
people essentially external and interiorly idolatrous, whose

- aims, even in religion, were to be great, rather than good—who
sought by worshipping God to abound in temporal wealth.
Buch a dispensation could only be of a transient kind, It was
a figure, as the Apostle said, “for the time then present, in
which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make
him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience ;
which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings and
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carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reforma-
tion” (Heb. ix. 9, 10). Such a system must in its very nature
be transient. When spiritual and eternal principles were brought
in by the blessed Redeemer Himself, who was our heavenly
Father, manifesting Himself in Christ, the figures would give
way to the true—the shadows would pass and disappear before
the splendours of a new and brighter day. The gourd would
die, but the olives, the vines, and the fig-trees would flourish,
and bless mankind.  Yet Jonah loved his gourd, and the Jews
loved decply their Jerusalem.

Men of profounder nature can only faintly realize the inten-
sity of fecling with which a Jew regards his ancient country.
Jonah loved his gourd. Other lands may be more beautiful,
more fertile, and more productive. Other nations may be, and
other civilizations are more powerful; but in Jerusalem his fathers
worshipped, there God manifested Himself to His people, therethe
temple stood, and to it all his hallowed memories fondly turn,
Wherever the Jew may have been, he has still had his heart
attached to Jerusalem by the most surpassing literature, the
most tender and magnificent poetry in the world—the literature
and the poetry in which Infinite Wisdom has enshrined diviner
things. The Jew in foreign lands has been taught with deepest
feeling to say, If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand
forget her cunning ; if I do not remember thee, let my tongue
cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jecrusalem
above my chief joy. Jonah has loved his gourd, and when it
perished, as all human things perish, when they enclose in
their heart of hearts the worm of gnawing selfishness, he
suffered Dbitterly, and said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.” FEach Jew was angry with the Divine Providence, and
said “I do well to be angry even unto death.”

It is to this state of mind that Divine Mercy addresses the
argument of the remaining portion of the text. Itisas if He
caid, “You are very tender and affectionate to your dispensa-
tion, for which you indeed did not labour, but which was My
gift ; how much more should I care for the world outside of
you, to which in comparison ye are only as a gourd compared
to the vast city of Nineveh? That city contains more than a
million of people whom I created, and whom I every moment
preserve, for ‘Iin Me they live, and move, and have their being.’
Can it be, think you, that I do not care for and love them, and the
thousand millions of mankind, when I care for and love you who
are so few? Look, too, at the vast number of the ignorant. In
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Nineveh there are one hundred and twenty thousand persons
-50 young, and so ignorant, that they cannot discern their right
hand from their left. They are in the innocence of ignorance ;
‘must they perish in whom there is no actual sin? Know you
not that “it is not the will of your Father in heaven that one of
these little ones should perish ?’”

With this Divine lesson before them, is it not extraordinary
that there are readers of the Bible, and professors of Christianity,
who imagine that none but those who believe as they do can
avoid everlasting misery ?  ‘I'he remonstrance to Jonah, brought
home to him as it was by Divine Wisdom, exhibitcd the error
into which he had fallen, so that there was no possible reply.
But what was that mistake to the monstrous idea that Infinite
Mercy will make the salvation of millions upon millions of the
human race to depend upon a few persons who shall go and
preach to them certain opinions upon which these persons lay
exaggerated stress. It is true that we read in Scripture that
“without faith it is impossible to please God.” But faith means
the trust which makes a man faithful to what he understands to
be truth.  Taith is faithfulness to God and God’s laws, which is
shown in loving the one and obeying the other. Ifaith is not
a set of opinions or doctrines which a person or a party may
dignify with the name of the truc faith; but it is a firm and
faithful confidence in what a person’s intellect assurcs him is
true, and therefore he believes to be right.  There isa glimmer
of truth handed down from past ages in cvery part of the carth,
however little may have been heard of the Gospel, or the name
of Christian. This glimmer of truth testifies that there is a
God, and that He is the rewarder of those who do His will, and
shun what He declares to be wrong. He who is faithful to this
has faith—it may be only as a grain of mustard seed ; but it is
that out of which may in good time come, as more truth is dis-
closed after death, if not in this world, the grand tree of a fully
developed religion, under whose branches every bird of soaring
heavenly thought may make its nest.

Let the cruel phantasy that God has no mercy, no pity, no
love, except for Roman Catholics, or except for Protestants, or
except for Methodists, or Calvinists, or some little sect,’ be
resigned for ever.  Let it die like Jonah’s gourd, for in truth it
isa _goqrd with a worm in it. ~ Self, wrapped round with religious
profession, must the conceited notion be, that God deals round
His favours only to those who think as we do.  “ Other sheep,”
the Lord Jesus said, “I have, who are not of this fold ; them
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also must I bring, and they shall hear My voice, and there shall
be one fold and one shepherd” (John x. 16). “Ofa truth,”
the Apostle Peter declared, “ I perceive that God is no respecter
of persons ; but in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted of Him” (Acts x. 34, 35). In every
nation, when Christianity had as yet only been preached in a few
cities out of Jerusalem, and when consequently systems of
idolatry prevailed almost all over the earth—notwithstanding
that, in every nation those who feared God under any name,
and worked righteousness, were accepted of Him. - “ As many
who have sinned without law shall also perish without law ; and
as many as have sinned in the law, shall be judged by the law.
[or not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers
of the law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, who have
not the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, these
having not the law are a law unto themselves.”

They who are faithful to the law of God as given in Judaism,
or in any of the hundred forms of Christianity, or the hundred
forms of Mohammedanism, or the hundred forms of Brahminism
or Buddhism, will be accepted by their heavenly Father in the
Eternal World, as He has fed them, and caused His sun to shine
upon them in this; and the mistakes of their religious teaching
will be corrected in that world, where the secrets of all hearts
will be made known, and every man be rewarded according as
liis work shall be (Rev. xxii. 12).  Jesus is still the only Saviour,
for He is the only God of heaven and earth. Every man who
adores God under any name, has in his secret thought the idea
of God, vague or clear, in a human form, and God in a human
formis the Lord Jesus Christ. All power is His, in heaven and on

* earth : whoever therefore prays to God for power, for light, for

strength, for comfort, for progress, and feels that Divine help is
given, is receiving aid from the blessed Lord and Saviour, and
being saved by Him. How could the ignorant all over the
world, who, like those of Nineveh, cannot discern between their
right hand and left, otherwise be saved at all ?

Those of this description in Nineveh were no doubt very
young children ; but there are multitudes in every age, and all
over the world, of whom it may be said, as to their spiritual
condition, they cannot discern between their right hand and their
left.  Vast numbers make no clear mental distinctions. They
do not discriminate between what they like—which is with
them at the right hand,—and what their intellect teaches should
be done, but which as yet is only at their left hand. Evil
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- impulses as yet are in the first place, the teaching of better
things only in the second. They have not well weighed and
discerned the immense difference between them. There isa
remarkable reference to the right band and the left in their
spiritual relation in Gen. xlviii. 13, 14. In blessing the sons of
Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, the dying patriarch Israel put
his hands crosswise, his right hand on the hand of Ephraim the
younger, and his left hand upon Manasseh, who was nevertheless
the first-born.  The spiritual lesson indicated is, that the left
hand side, or the intellectual side of a man’s character, must
for a time take the lead, until the will is regencrated ; then the
right hand side will again be restored to its proper place, and
what we love to do when our hearts have been regenerated will
also be right to do.

At the present day, however, those who do not spiritually
discern between their right hand and their left are numerous
indeed. There is also much cattle. Thinking, discrimi-
nating, judging, and daring to decide, those noble human
activities are avoided, and often condemned by those who
should know better. They treat mankind as the common
herd, as dumb driven cattle, and have so stinted them, and
kept education from them, that many are very little more intel-
ligent than the cattle they tend. There is much cattle. Num-
bers do not rise far above the impulses of their animal nature;
yet the Lord, in His mercy, cares for them all. Infinite Love
—Love itself embodied in the Lord Jesus— pities them, sparces
them, in a thousand ways arranges circumstances to favour the
highest possible good for them. Let us then in all things adore
the Divine Goodness and Providence. ¢ Bless the Lord, all
His works in all places of His dominion : bless the Lord, O
my soul!”

SERMON XLVI.

DANIEL AND HIS THREE COMPANIONS IN TIIE
PALACE AT BABYLON.

‘“ Now among these were of the children of Judah, Daniel, Hananiah, Misha=l, and
Azariah : Unto whom the.prince of the eunuchs gave names, for he gave unto Daniel
the name of Belteshazzar, and to Hananiah of Shadrach, and to Mishael of Meshach,
and to Azariah of Abednego.”—DANIEL i. 6, 7.

ONE of the marks of sterling worth in a man, is the courage to
do rightly and to live modestly in the midst of fashionable
splendour and luxurious indulgence. To choose and to follow
the true path in ordinary circumstances is virtuous and com-
mendable ; for in all conditions there are temptations to hinder
progress, and in all characters weaknesses to guard, which need
care and fortitude, if we would walk steadily on the path that
leads to life. But, in the palace of a great king, where super-
abundance invites to ease and self-indulgence ; where wealth
clothes itself with magnificence, and the vain and the ostenta-
tious assemble, and claim the court as their own peculiar arena,
to deviate from fashion is to provoke dislike. 1However meekly
virtue may bear itself among glittering crowds, its purity is felt
as a reproach, and hence it needs a high degree of courage to
be simple without singularity, to be just, temperate, true, con-
scientious, and modest, in an atmosphere tainted with prodi-
gality, flattery, and parade.

Daniel and his youthful friends exhibited this rare virtue.
The court of Nebuchadnezzar must have been an extremely
brilliant one. Babylon stood unrivalled in the days of that
mighty monarch, the capital of a vast empire, upon which

-genius and wealth had combined to lavish all their embellish-

ments. The grandeur which art had there exhibited, especially
in the great extension effected by Nebuchadnezzar, has excited
the admiration of ancient historians, as we find it inflated with
pride the great king himself, when he uttered the memorable
words, “Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the
honour of my majesty.”
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. Daniel and his companions had been selected from the
crowd of captives from Jerusalem, and treated with tenderness,
and might thus have been expected to be induced by gratitude
to fall into the habits of those around them, especially when
those habits were such as to commend themselves to thought-
less gaiety and youthful inexpericnce. But Daniel and his
three friends were a model to young men. They shewed how
great men—true men—are made. They were abstemious
amidst abundance; self-denying and thoughtful, where they
were moved to be giddy and reckless; determined to preserve
themselves pure and unspotted in the world.  "T'hus, as in the
case of Joseph, their great ancestor, did noble youth lead to
noble manhood, and Babylon, in the proudest noontide of its
glory, saw young men walking firmly amidst its blandishments,
true to their God, and faithful in their obedience to His
Divine Will

Jerusalem had been overthrown, her temple ruined, and the
fire no longer burned on the sacred altar; but these youths
were exhibiting amidst Gentile voluptuousncss their nation’s
truest glory, the glory of training men to serve the Living God.
From such men in due time would restoration come. To
avoid stimulating food, and especially stimulating drinks, is
ever the path of safety for young men.  T'he strong health, the
bounding energy, the warm passions of youth, need no extra
stimulation, and a sound body, the chaste but vigorous dwelling-
place of a sound mind, the abode of health, and the servant of
the soul, is best secured, as in the case of these noble Ilebrew
youths, on plain but sufficient food.

The history of Daniel and his friends, illustrates also the
arrangements of Divine Providence, in preserving always a
virtuous remnant, from which, as sced, when one dispensation
of religion has ended, another can take its rise. Infinite
Mercy and Truth are never left without a witness in the world.
The Lord’s flock may thus become a little flock, but the promise
is nevertheless given, * Fear not, little flock, it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” This provision of a
virtuous few, the remnant or the remains of a dispensation
which has in general lost its light, its strength, and its goodness,
is frequently referred to in the Word. “Except the Lord had
left unto us a very small remnant, we should have been as
Sodom, and we should have been like unto Gomoirah” (Isa.
i. 9). ‘““And theremnant that is escaped of the house'of Judabh,
shall again take root downward, and bear fruit upward : for out
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of Jerusalem shall go forth-a remnant, and they that escape out
of Mount Zion : the zeal of the Lord of Hosts shall do this”
(Isa. xxxvii. 31, 32). -

There is a beautiful account in the prophecy of Micah of the
blessed influence on the world at large of a truly heavenly-
minded few. They make little noise, and no ostentation.
They rather do great things than talk them. They are modest
and gentle, but they are the “salt of the earth.” “And the
remnant of Jacob shall be in the midst of many people, As a
LEW from the Lord, as the showers upon the grass, that tarricth
not for man, nor waiteth for the sons of men” (Micah v. 7).
‘The remnant tarrieth not for men, but they wait upon the Lord
and renew their strength. They ask neither councils, parlia-
ments, nor congresses what they ought to believe, but they
meditate upon the Word of the Lord day and night. They are
the poor in spirit, whose is the kingdom of heaven. They are
the pure in heart, who see God. They follow not a multitude
to do evil. They are content to be right with two or three,
rather than wrong with all the world. Daniel and his com-
panions were the remnant still left of Israelites indeed, and the
Llord honoured and blessed them, as He always will those who
maintain His truth against popular error and popular guilt.
They may be a poor and despised minority for a considerable
time, but minorities who love and follow the truth are honoured
as the creators of majorities in after days, and the Lord will
remember them in the day that He makes up His jewels
(Mal. iii. 17).

Let us.take these lessons from the letter of the Divine Word ;
especially let the young keep before their minds the pure
youth, the noble manhood, and the grand career of Daniel and his
young friends, that they too may become strengthened in the
path of purity and right, bear witness for the truth, like Joseph,
Daniel, and a long line of worthy youths, be examples of all
that is good in manhood, and through a saintly.old age, make
the last preparation for heaven. :

Let us now rise to contemplate this' Divine history in its
higher and more spiritual point of view. For Israel’s contact with
Babylon :is fraught with instruction, and with warning for
every-age. ‘I'he earthly Babylon, in its greedy ambition, its
wide-spread dominion, its vast extent, its unparalleled pomp
and splendour, its hierarchy of priests, and its priest-king—for
the King of Babylon was supreme Pontiff of Nebo, the sun-god,
as appears from his history naw deciphered in the arrow:headed
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characters disentombed from buried Chaldea—as in all respects
the antitype of the mystic Babylon which St. John saw in vision,
and which has displayed itsclf in Christianity in awful linea-
ments of superstition and cruelty, too palpable to be ever
mistaken or forgotten.

Babylon was the type of the lust of spiritual dominion, seek-
ing power at first by a diligent acquisition of the knowledge of
holy things, and a great zeal in the ministration of the cere-
monies and the externals of religion. Babylon can receive the
truth, and be most vehement in the proclamation of it, can be
most zealous for souls, and for the progress of religion, and yet
the real source of all this zeal, be lust of power. Babylon is
called the Lucifer, the light-bearer, the son of the morning, on
account of this pristine zeal for religion. VYet, within, there may
lurk a lust such as the prophet describes when he says further,
“'Thou hast said in thine heart I will descend into heaven, I
will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also
upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north :
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds ; 1 will be like the
Most High” (Isa. xiv. 13). The approaches of this lust are
insinuating, subtle, and smooth ; very zealous for God, and
goodness, in a certain way. But, when this tremendous lust
has developed itself, it becomes the most audacious, the most
extravagant, and the most cruel of the insanitics by which the
human race has ever been infested and cursed.

The hateful ambition of the warrior would spare, where the
ambitious priest would slay. Dunstan, Dominic, Torquemada,
Bonner, these are names which have become appellations ot
“horror; for they exhibited Babylon full blown; Babylon the
great, with mystery on her forehead, the mother of harlots, and
abominations of the earth, drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus. The treat-
ment of Daniel and his three friends, in the spiritual sense, is a
description of the manner in which the Babylonish persuasion
treats the Word, and the three great essentials of religion,
charity, faith, and good works, in seeking to make them sub-
servient to its ambitious views.

The Babylonians had destroyed Jerusalem, burning the house
of the Lord and the king’s house, carried away the monarch,
put out his eyes, and bound him in chains, keeping him captive
in prison, in Babylon, to the day of his death (Jerem. lii. 11). Part
of the vessels of the house of God were carried away, and
brought into the treasure-house of the Babylonish god Nebo
(Dan, i. 2), whose name appears in the word Nebuchadnezzar,
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and many other names which occur in the Divine history. This
destruction of Jerusalem by Babylon represented the entire
desolation of true religion, when true religion has been weakened
by unworthiness in those who profess it, and their disregard of
its virtues and its aims. A time of judgment and condemna-
tion surely comes on those who are- unfaithful to the light ; at
length their eyes are put out, the very faculty of understanding
truth becomes lost. This terrible result is announced often in
the Word, and is meant when we read in the warning to the
the church of Ephesus, “ Remember, therefore, from whence
thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works ; or else I will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou repent” (Rev. ii. 5). Where Babylon-
ish pride and pomp prevail, all true and genuine regard for
that new birth which changes the human character, spiritual-
izing the mind and heart, and planting heaven in the soul, is
kept down and imprisoned as inimical to the parade and mum-
mery which constitute the paraphernalia of Babylon, bewitch-
ing the senses, but leaving the inner man untouched.

Some of the vessels of the house of God were carried to
Babylon, and added to the treasures of their idol god. The
names of Christianity, and such parts of religious knowledge as
can be made serviceable to further the aims of ambition, decked
out in gaudy religious forms, are taken and used. The splen-
dour of the high priest, the incense, the washings of the Mosaic
law, the names of distinguished persons, the Divine names, the
Virgin, Peter and the Apostles, and certain parts of the letter of
the Word, are used and paraded, but for purposes very different
from those of true religion.

Very much astonished, indeed, would the lowly and modest
mother of Jesus, according to the flesh, have been to find her
history travestied, and herself transformed into the likeness of
the queen of heaven of the Babylonians, whose worship, when
it tainted Israel, was so sternly denounced by the prophet (Jerem.
iv. 4).  So, with other Scriptural persons and phrases, they are
the vessels of the house of the Lord carried to the treasure-
house of the god of Babylon, and, mixed up with contemptible
rags, relics, and forms, they constitute the means of amusing and
deluding the vulgar, who are kept ignorant that they may the
better remain obedient to devices and influences so poor and
weak, yet to minds fond of show so alluring as these.

Daniel, the young prophet, represented the Word ; the three
friends, the three grand essentials of religion, like Peter, James,
and John in the Gospels. They are said to be of the king’s
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seed, children in whom there is no blemish, but well-favoured
and skilful in all wisdom, because these principles are indeed
derived from the King of kings, and are full of wisdom and
heavenly skilfulness imparted from Him. They are said to be
intended to be prepared for the Babylonish court, and to add to
its splendour by being fully devoted to the king, by eating of the
king’s meat and drinking of the king’s wine for three years (verse
5). The provision of the king’s meat consists of the delights of
ambition ; the wine of Babylon is the incbriating persuasion that
it is charming beyond all other charms to have millions submis-
sive to your nod, to say to this man go, and he gocth, and to that
one come, and he cometh. It is the {lattering potion for which
the conqueror thirsts and pants, and which he procures often at
an appalling cost of tears and blood. This wine of Babylon is
formed of a witching mixture, of a few truths, so blended with
the spirit of proselytism, and so spiced with flattering deference
to the splendid tastes of the great, and the weaknesses and
vices of the multitude, that the desire to be greatest may be
fully attained ; and religion, whose very essence is humility, and
whose very spirit is the love of use by ministrics for the good of
others and the sacrifice of self, comes out with claims for lord-
ship, before which all other ambitions are pale and weak. The
greatest of the earth are required to kiss the feet of the pre-
tended representative of the Lowly One, who washed the feet
of His disciples; and the lowliest priest claims to be higher than
the proudest potentate, as if religion of any kind was not the
destroyer of the lust of being greatest, by the virtue of being
useful, not for self-aggrandizement, but from the truth and
goodness of Him Who only is wise, Who only is good, and
Whom to serve is life eternal.

It is a horrible thing when the worship of the Lord is turned
into the worship of men, and when to bring this about, religion
is transformed from being the light of hecaven, guiding men
rationally to regeneration and to wisdom, into mysteries para-
lysing the rational faculty, and excusing almost cvery sin and
every folly, if only priestly rule be magnificd. "The cunning
persuasions by which these things are accomplished are the
wine of Babylon. The same wine is described in the book of
Revelation : “Come hither, I will show unto thee the judg-
ment of the great whore, that sitteth upon many waters ; with
whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and
the inhabitants of the carth have been made drunk with the
WINE OF HER FORNICATION” (xvil. 1, 2). Again, “ And he
cried mightily, with:a ‘strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is
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fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the
hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hate-
ful bird. And all nations bave drunk of the WINE OF THE
WRATH OF. HER FORNICATION.”

Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself
with the portion.of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he
drank, therefore he requested of the prince of the eunuchs that
he might not defile himself (verse S). The prince of the eunuchs
had the direction of the servants and the arrangement of the
court in eastern monarchies, and spiritually he will represent the
directing and managing power in the system of Christian
Babylon. Daniel’s repugnance to the king’s meat and wing,
signifies the aversion of the entire spirit of the Word to the lust
of dominion, and to all persuasions leading to or justifying self-
aggrandizement. The two systems are as opposite as heaven
and hell. The Word abases human pride, and induces inno-
cence, purity, and the love of use. The lust of dominion inflates
self-importance even to insanity, and leads weak and erring
mortals to deck themselves with gaudy names and meretricious
parade, in ostentatious contrast to the meek principles of the
Prince of Peace. But Daniel declines for himself and his com-
panions to receive the training, or defile themselves with the
dainties and the-allurements of Babylon. They are pressed
but they remain firm. The prince of the eunuchs regards
Daniel especially with love and favour, because the Word,
which Daniel represents, is essential to furnish the few texts and
the authority upon which spiritual ambition founds its claims.
It loves the Word, and it does not love it. It is with them,
the beast that is, and is not, and yet is. The Word with spiri-
tual self-seekers 1s,—their treasury of means and weapons, IT 1s
NOT,—-as a means.of subduing their pride and regenerating their
souls, and it 1s,—still to confront them at last, and be their judge
(John xii. 48). . S '

The alteration of the Word of God, and the adaptation of
the great principles of religion to their own ‘purposes, is repre-
sented by the prince of the eunuchs changing the names of
Daniel, and the distinguished- three who were his friends.
Daniel, which signifies God’s judgment, was changed into
Belteshazzar, that is, HE WHO LAYS UP TREASURES IN SECRET,—
an alteration implying a change from the free and open charac-
ter of Divine wisdom, to the mysterious closeness which
implies there are vast treasures in Divine things, but they are
the sccret property:of priests... The change of the- other three’
names is equally significant. Hananiah; Mishael, and-Azariab,:
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which, interpreted, are THE MERCY OF JEHOVAH SENT FROM GOD,
and HEARKENING TO JEHOVAH, were altered to Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego, that is, Shadrach, a fender nipple ; Me-

shach, ¢4at draws with jforce ; and Abednego, or the servant of

Nebo.

When a church becomes Babylonish, love, THAT HIGHEST
CHARITY, which was the evidence of Jehovah’s mercy, becomes
alms-giving—a tender but enslaving nipple. Truth, sent from
God, becomes strong persuasion ; and obedience to Jehovah,
whose service is perfect freedom, is transformed into slavery to
the ecclesiastical system. Azariah became Abednego.  These
three principles, charity, faith, and good works, may still be used,
and made to support Babylon, and they will look well upon
pulse and water, or supported by the letter of the Word, and
give ec/at to a system from which they are interiorly foreign,
and to which they are interiorly opposed.

Daniel is said to have understanding in all visions and
dreams, that is, the Divine Wisdom of the Word instructs in all
things which throw light on immortality and revelation from
heaven. The other three are said to be ten times better than
all the magicians and astrologers in the realm of Babylon. For
‘“charity, faith, and good works,” however externally regarded,
lend force and recommendation to any system into which they
are incorporated, far beyond the cunning devices and magical
support which it may otherwise receive. These are Divine
things, and they speak to human sorrows and to human wants.
They commend themselves powerfully to the instincts of the
soul, and touch the secret springs of human sympathy with a
tenderness far beyond all juggling cleverness. It is the good
still left in a fallen church amongst humble pious souls, far better
than their doctrines, which prolongs its life, and keeps it linger-
ing on, even when obviously out of harmony with the new age,
which the Lord in His Providence has given to the world.
Daniel is said, at the end of the chapter, to continue even unto
the first year of king Cyrus; that is, the Divine Word continues
even to the coming of the Lord afresh to found a new church.
Cyrus restored Jerusalem ; the Lord restores His church by
founding it in a new form, and giving it new prophets. Yet in
the old dispensation the Word continues until the very end,
and then arises into new glory, for though Nineveh may expire,
and Babylon perish, the Word of the Iord abides for ever.
Let us pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Let us avoid all con-
tact with Babylon, but walk in the light of that golden city,
which is clear as crystal, and glows with the glory of God.

SERMON XLVII.

NEDUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM.

“Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image.  This great image, whose brightness
was excellent, stood before thee ; and the form thereof was terrible.  ‘This image’s l}cad was
of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly and his thighs of brass, his legs of
iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out with-
out hands, which smote the image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them
to pieces, Then was the iren, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold broken to pieces
together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshingfloors ; and the wind carried
them away, that no place was found for them : and the stone that smote the image became
a great mountain,”—DANIEL ii. 31-35.

THE dream of King Nebuchadnezzar is introduced to usina
very striking manner. It evidently impressed and alarmed him
to an extraordinary degree. There are no doubt differences in
dreams as in all the other occurrences of life. There are
dreams and dreams. There are many people who will dis-
miss dreams altogether as-idle impressions of no significance,
mere results of certain states of the stomachs. Yet it cannot
be denied that the annals of mankind shew that dreams are
sometimes remarkably fulfilled, and considering how large a .
portion of human life is passed in dreaming, it does not seem
altogether rational to suppose that they are absolutely without
any meaning or import whatever. How many dreams, too,
there are related in the Word containing circumstances in
which Divine instructions were given to men involving the
weightiest consequences. For instance, the dreams of Joseph, the
dreams of Pharaoh, the dreams of Joseph the husband of Mary.
Dreams may be regarded as having a weighty lesson to teach,
if we consider them as shewing our capacity for realizing a life
quite independent of the body or the outward world; and if we
think of them in relation to the truth that we are associated
mentally with good spirits or with bad, and conceive that good
dreams, like good thoughts, come from our angelic friends, and
bad dreams, like evil thoughts, come from evil spirits, unplea-
sant dreams will then serve to put us on our guard, and inti-
mate that danger is near. Such appears to be the teacling of
2 A
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the very interesting and striking passage in Job, “Ior God
speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. In a
dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumberings upon the bed, then He openeth the ears of
men, and sealeth their instruction, that He may draw man from
his purpose, and hide pride from man” (xxxiii. 14-17).

Some dreams make an impression upon the person who is
their subject that cannot be shaken off. He endeavours to
turn his mind from them, and to think of them no more.  DBut
quite in vain. And many are the recorded instances of such
dreams, having welghty significance, having reference to some
crisis in the person’s character or condition, which perhaps
strengthens his conviction that the Most Iligh rulceth in the
kingdoms of men, and thus to conduce to check his sclf-concelit,
and withdraw his soul from pride. Such a dream was this of
the mighty king of Babylon. He could not remove the impres-
sion that it was a Divine message. He was deeply moved, so
much so, that he felt if his hierarchy of priests could not explain
it to him, it was their condemnation, their system was false, and
they and it should perish. ‘This arbitrary and awful decision
spread consternation through Babylon. It was a hard thing
which the king required. He insisted, first, that the wise men
should tell him the dream which he had himself forgotten, and
then he thought he would have a warrant that their interpreta-
tion might also be believed. To the forlorn priests of Nebo,
the condition of the king was simply an impossibility. They
were the blind leaders of the blind ; the numcrous supporters of
a worn-out superstition. They could only say to this extraordi-
nary order like the chiefs of other worn-out superstitions of our
own time, Non possunuss,; we are not able.

~ But Daniel, who heard of this amazing occurrence, and was
concerned—for he too, and his friends were to perish like the
rest—and ybeing a secr, “with understanding in visions and
dreams,” Ne knew that the dream hdd been given from the
spiritual world, and if well-pleasing to the Lord, it could casily
be repeated to him. Hc prayed, and asked his {riends to pray,
and lay the whole case before the Lord. The secrct was re-
vealed to him in a night vision; that is, his spiritual sight was
opened, and he beheld the scene which had been presented to
the king in a dream, and with such impressiveness that he had
no doubt upon the subject, and he broke out into that glowing
expression of thankfulness—* Blessed be the name of God for
ever and ever: for wisdom and might arc His. 1 thank and
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praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, Who hast given unto me
wisdom and might, and hast made known unto me now what
we desired of thee; for thou hast now made known unto us the
king’s matter.”

Daniel desired to be led before- the king; and having, with
great modesty and diffidence disclaimed any peculiar art, skill,
or merit in himself, he claimed to be able, by the merciful
revelation which the God of heaven had vouchsafed in answer
to" his prayer, torelate to the king the impressive and marvellous
dream which he had perceived in the night, and then forgotten.
When he had drawn back to the king’s recollection the dream
which had made so deep an impression, and then so mysteriously
vanished from memory, he would proceed to give the interpreta-
tion.  All this he did so completely to the conviction and satis-
faction of the monarch, that he exclaimed, ¢ Of a truth it is,
that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a
revealer of secrets, seeing thou couldst reveal this secret.” The
king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts,
and made. him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and
chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.

And now let us observe a little more closely this dream and
its interpretation. It was a great image that the king saw,
bright, imposing, and terrible to view. The image’s head was
of fine gold, the breast and arms of silver, the belly and thighs
of brass, the legs of iron, the feet partly of iron and partly of
miry clay. Then a stone was cut out of a mountain without
hands, and smote the image, broke it to pieces, and dissipated
it, and itself became a great mountain, and filled the whole
carth. .

The king confessed the exactitude of the recalled dream, and
his full acceptance in consequence of the interpretation. That
interpretation he received in its literal bearing on the political
careerof his empire. Itcommencedwithhimself, thehead of gold.
He had unrolled, as it were, before him the broad pages of the
imperial career of Babylon. There would come the Persian
monarchy after his own dynasty had ended, represented by the
silver breast and arms; then the Greeks, ander Alexander and
his successors, would constitute the kingdom of brass ; then the
Romans, the fourth kingdom, would come and trample down all
opposition, and continue in one form or another until the king-
dom should be born and grow which would break in picces all
other kingdoms—the kingdom of truth derived from love (the
stone out of the mountain), which would grow until it had filled
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the whole church, and the whole earth, and it should last for
ever.

But this literal interpretation, as given by the prophet Daniel
to Nebuchadnezzar, and referring to the stages of decline
through which his empire of Babylon would pass to its end,
though most interesting to him, and to those who were concerned
in the political changes of that remote time, have only a general,
a very general interest for us. The political rise and fall of
kingdoms have no very enduring impressions upon character.
The movements of the church affect our nature and our ever-
lasting condition more deeply, and hence it will be more profi-
table for us to make a more interior inquiry into the spirit of
this wonderful vision of the king of Babylon.

It is reasonable to conclude that a vision so introduced, with
such remarkable circumstances, showed plainly that a Divine
hand was engaged in it, and disclosures worthy of infinite
wisdom were, by its means, intended to be made. It is interest-
ing to observe, also, that in the oldest known poem out of the
Bible, that by Hesiod, who lived two centuries before Daniel,
the progress of humanity is described Dby the succession of
metals of precisely the same kind as in this vision : the age of
gold, the age of silver, the age of brass—or more properly
copper—and the age of iron, which he describes as the one in
which men were then living. This great image, then, would repre-
sent the career of humanity ; the marchof the world; thesuccession
of ages; all the race represented as one vast form, to the period
when truth from Divine Love would restore to the world a state
of universal loving-kindness, and none would hurt or destroy in
all God's holy mountain (Isa. xi. 9). "T'he golden age of Heslod,
like this head of gold, would represent the age of innocence and
love, the same as in the early part of Genesis is meant by man
in the garden of Eden. This most ancient church was the
babyhood of the world. We know not how long it lasted, pro-
bably an immense period. The people were not wise in science,
they probably knew as little of mechanics as babies, but they
delighted in the wisdom of being good. They were ignorant of
worldly ways, and of literary skill, but in the wisdom of being
innocent, guileless, pure, and loving, they far surpassed all who
have succeeded them.

The earliest records of the old nations—the Hindoo, the
Chinese, the Persian—-all speak of this age of gold; and gold in
Scripture is used as the symbol of the highest love of the soul.
All things in the temple were covered with gold.  “1 counsel

~ NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM. 373

thee,” the Lord Jesus said, ““to buy of Me gold tried in tne hre,
that thou mayest be rich” (Rev. iii. 18). The street of the city
of New Jerusalem was to be of gold (Rev. xxi. 18). Gold
is the most valuable of the metals, and therefore properly re-
presents love to the Lord, the most valuable of all principles.-
Gold is unaffected by acids. Gold can be drawn out and ap--
plied to all sorts of forms. It has been used from the remote-
times, long before history, for the ring, the emblem of in-
dissoluble affection, which joins human beings in the closest
and most self-sacrificing of all unions. The golden age was the
age of pure love, that Eden state of the world, guileless, pure
in heart, in all the gushing innocence of childhood. * Of such
was the kingdom of heaven.” The head of humanity was then
this head of gold. This was the celestial church; the most
ancient church.

The second age of humanity was the age of silver. The
breast and arms were of silver. These simple words unfold
before us another dispénsation, the ancient church, the dispen-
sation in which men chiefly delighted in spiritual truth, for this
is heavenly silver. This ancient church is meant in Scripture
by Noah and his family, and that dispensation lasted also a
very long period. It was the age in which allegories and
beautiful personifications had their rise, representing the attri-
butes of God, and spiritual things in lovely natural forms, the
degeneration of which gave rise to idolatry.  Silver in Scripture
corresponds to spiritual wisdom. Hence we read, “ Ye shall
be as the wings of a dove covered with silver” (Ps. Ixviii. 13).
The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried in a fur-
nace of earth, purified seven times (Ps. xii. 6). For iron I will
bring silver, the Saviour said (Isa. Ix. 17). And the age of
silver was the age when men valued heavenly truth above all
earthly good; it was the age of faith, corresponding to that
time of early youth, when the young soul has not yet learned
to doubt, but believes that things -and persons are what they
affirm themselves to be, and the eye glitters with truthful con-
fidence. The breast and arms are said to have been of silver,
for spiritual truth inspired all who lived then with charity, and
what their hearts felt, they stretched out their arms to do.

The age of copper was that which the human race next
realized. The good nature and genial integrity of the next
succeeding age, the age of the Melchisedeks and patriarchs,
when people lived simply and kindly in tents, was that which
succeeded the age of silver, and was compared with the age of
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celestial love and innocence, as copper in relation to gold.
They lived lives of virtue, but not from motives and principles
so pure, so high, and so heavenly as those which actuated the
age of gold.

Then came the age of iron, when men were altogether ruled
by force, by force of law, or force of hand.  God’s Word was
still given to men, and stili to a large extent obeyed, but it was
the Word understood only in the very letter. Men were then
ruled with a rod of iron. The iron Romans compelled order.
“This was the Jewish age, extending through the mercy of a
‘loving Saviour and Redeemer, under Christianity, to barbaric
peoples the knowledge of the law, the prophets, and the
Gospel, throwing off what was peculiarly national inJudaism.
The Gospel was only the enlarging of the sphere of the age of
‘fron, and blending with the nations far and wide. It was not
ruling the Jews only with a rod of iron, but ruling all nations.
And when we look over the Christian centurics, and observe
‘the wars, the persecutions, the controversies which have been
waged among Christian nations, and the immense mass of im-
purity which has ever clung to Christian profession, we must
humbly confess that, with the iron truth which has taught us our
duty, there has still been found too much miry clay.

Miry clay means moral defilement (Ps. xI. 2, Ixix. 2).  But,
at last a stone was seen, cut out of a mountain without hands,
and it became a great mountain, and filled the whole carth.
Stones correspond to doctrinal truths. In large Dlocks they
make foundations on which to build, and in detail they furnish
us with the means of ecrecting houses and building walls. Wil
the Stone cut out of the mountain without hands he any other
than the head-stone of the corner, which the builders rejected,
the true doctrine of the Lord Jesus, as the Only God, in whom is
all the Trinity. “No other foundation,” said the Apostle, “ can
any man lay, than that is laid, even Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. iii. 2).

When this truth is given to the world again, as we are

assured in the Gospel it will be in fulness, from the Divine Love -

of the T.ord, it is indeed the stone cut out of the mountain
without hands. It is the foundation-stone, and the head-stone,
the All in All.  This will shew us plainly of the Tather. This
will reveal in the Glorified Redeemer Himself, the Itirst and
the Last, the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright
and the Morning Star, and the Sun of Rightcousness. The

Son of Man in Him will be brought ncar to the Ancient of

Days, so near, that it will be scen that Ie and the Ifather are
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one: all things that the Father hath are His. He that seeth
Him seeth the Father. A dominion will then be given to Him,
and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages
shall serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and His kingdom that which shall
not b2 destroyed (Dan. vii. 13, 14). This kingdom of the
Lord Jesus, in His true character as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, in one unutterably Glorious Person, Divine Love and
Wisdom embodied, the One King who shall be over all the
earth (Zech. xvi. 9), 1s that which is further described by Daniel
when he said, “ And in the days of those kings shall the God
of heaven set up a kingdom, WHICH SHALL NEVER BE DESTROYED,
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and IT SHALL STAND FOR EVER (verse 44). :

This kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ is now being realized.
It is yet small and feeble, but it has manifestly begun, and its
influences are already being felt throughout the world. Bibles
are issuing forth in a broad stream which has never before been
cqualled.  There is more of loving-kindness, less of sectarian
separation, than any previous age has seen. There is more care
for universal  education for children, more true sympathy for
others, incalculably more diffusion of good of every kind, more
horror of war, and ardent thirst for the true progress of human
ity, than any age has seen since the time of history began. It
is the age of hope. All seems young and progressive once
again. There is evidently a fresh spring, the foretoken of a
glorious summer, WHEN ALL SHALL KNOW THE LorD. Oh may
the growth of this glorious stone from the mountain hasten
and remove the rust of ages. Oh may the kingdom of God
come, in which there shall be no tears, nor pain, nor death (of
sin), but healthy, happy youth grow up to healthy, happy
maturity, and useful, noble, spiritual, orderly, heavenly lives,
announce that God’s will is done on earth, as it is done in
heaven.

It is written that the stone struck the image on its feet, that
were of iron and miry clay, and brake them to pieces. The
stone striking the feet signifies the manifestation by Divine
truth of the worthlessness of the life produced by the decayed
systems of the old dispensations. All interior things result in
conduct, and rest upon daily life, as the body rests upon the
feet. A man really is wHAT HE DOES. The deeds of the
world are the result of the principles of the world. And, when
it is palpable to all that national life is but little better than
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national selfishness, commercial life grievously tainted in all its
parts with fraud, domestic life largely soiled with  domestic
impurity, there can be no difficulty in admitting that the
doctrine of a pure and loving Saviour will strike these feet.
The superstitious remains of the grand old religions of ancient
times, not the good things themsclves, but the dead image of
them ; the lingering lifeless remains of glorics, holy virtues, and
bright truths, now old, worn out, and meaningless, must disap-
pear, and the newly revealed truth make a new heaven and a
new earth. Hasten, O Merciful Adorable Saviour, this pure,
loving, bright, and Dblessed age. ILet the weary shadows of
wrong and misery disappear, and do Thou thyself arise amongst
us, and Thy glory be seen upon us.

SERMON XLVIIL

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S GOLDEN IMAGE.

““ Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and languages,
that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer,
and all kinds of music, ye fall down and worship the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar
the king hath set up.”—DANIEL iii. 4, 5.

IF experience had not assured us of multiplied facts of a
similar kind, we could hardly have believed it possible that the
same king, who had acknowledged his conviction of the Divine
Sovereignty of the God of Daniel, had returned to his idolatrous
inclinations, made a golden god, and commanded that all the
subject peoples of his empire should fall down and worship it.
Yet so it was. The Israelites furnished many instances of a
similar kind. Though they had been brought out of Egypt
through astonishing displays of Divine power ; though they had
witnessed with profound awe the sublime grandeurs of Sinai,
yet forty days afterwards, when Moses did not reappear, they
were worshipping and dancing about the golden calf, and
exclaiming, These be thy gods, O Israel. Pharaoh, though often
convinced for the moment, soon relapsed again, and finished
his obstinacy in the Red Sea.

Miraculous impressions enter very slightly into the mind. .
They touch and pass away. Only that which enters into the
soul through the understanding, by deep consideration, and
then is accepted into the heart, and brought into the conduct of
life, remains.  Our Lord did no miracles to convince men of
his truth, but only for purposes of benevolence and mercy. It
is written, “ He did not many mighty works there, because ¢f
their unbelief ” (Matt. xiii. 58). The soul that would come into
the light must not ask for miracles to be convinced, but must
think, consider, weigh, and meditate, frcm the love of truth.
“ He that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the Word, and UNDERSTANDETH it, who also Deareth fruit, some
a hundred fold, scme sixty, some thirty ” (Matt. xiii. 23).  The



378 NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S GOL.DEN IMAGE.

reason of the instability of those who have been for the moment
overwhelmed with some miraculous evidence, exists from the
inrooted and overwhelming power of the ruling love. That
love may be depressed and overawed by vivid demonstrations
from without, but it will re-assert itself, and remain fixed and
triumphant in the character, unless a man himself freely and
earnestly desire to be enlightened and led by the truth.
Divine power operating by the truth can make the soul free,
and bring it into the light and the love of heaven. Nothing
else can. Hence Nebuchadnezzar, convinced for a time of the
Divine Wisdom and Majesty of the God of Daniel, contrived
to set that conviction aside, by arguments casily conceivable;
probably attributing Daniel’s wonderful discovery to some un-
known power in nature, or some secret disclosure he had made
in his sleep, or in some self-assuring way not ncedful to dwell
upon, but all-important to one who wishes to find excuses to do
what he is anxious to do, and turn away from the truth he hates
to the darkness which inflates his own importance.

In the chapter before us, Danicl is not once mentioned—an
evidence that the king had resolved to have his own way, but
still respected Daniel too much to defy or msult him. His
image of gold was probably an image of Nebuchadnezzar him=
self, covered with golden plating. One of the insanities of
ancient mighty potentates was to be deified in their lifetimes,
and they set up statues of themselves, that they might by ob-
sequious and flattering multitudes Dbe thus adored. This prac-
tice is often mentioned by ancient writers. Tt prevailed also in
the later and more currupt centuries of the Roman Empire,
to the extent, that Caracalla dirccted the Roman people not
only to adore his statue, but his horse.  DBut whether the
statue was only a larger and more costly idol in honour of
Belus or Baal, the chief god of the Chaldeans, or one in honour
of himself to be adored as god, is of little importance to know,
for their idols were just the rellection of themscelves, and were
endowed with the attributes they most estecmed.

In Mars, the admirers of war idolized the desire for military
glory; in Bacchus, the love of wine. ITach idol was an image
of what its worshippers loved, and in adoring it they were
worshipping themselves. Belus, Bel, or Baal, whose worship,
with slight differences, was widely spread over all the East, was
especially prevalent in Babylon, and also in Canaan—as the
frequent mention of places with Baal attached proves—was the
Sun-God. It was an image of the sun, originally of the Sun of
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the Eternal World, and of the soul, ¢ the true light, that en-
lighteneth every man that cometh into the world.” Then, as
men became carnal, sluggish, and coarse, the sun of the world
became considered to be a god, and the Baal images were
images of him. Then the images themselves began to le con-
sidered as gods, and the superstitious ascribed wonderful things
to them. Thus men sank from one dark folly to another, until
gods many and lords many, covered the earth, and gross dark-
ness and fearful cruelty filled the gloomy places of the world.
All this declension was provided against in the Divine com
mandment, “Thou shalt not make to thyself any graven image,
or any likeness of anything in the heavens above, or the earth
beneath, or in the waters under the earth. Thou shalt not bow
down thyself to them, nor worship them.” The manifest reason
for this prohibition was, that every man has been created to be
conjoined in heart with God Himself, to love from His Love,
to think from His Wisdom. God is Infinite Love and Infinite
Wisdom. He has created in man two grand receptacles—the
will, for the Divine Love to enter in and inspire with all holy
motives and desires; and the understanding, into which the
Divine Wisdom can flow, and diffuse and unfold noble thoughts
and hallowed views. A man can have no real happiness but in
this supreme conjunction with the Lord, in the interiors of his
being. He must abide in God, and God must abide in him,
or everything in him becomes loose, irregular, and unbalanced.
There is something wrong at the mainspring, and the whole
machine of man’s soul and body works mischievously; love
becomes lust, thought becomes phantasy, and the energies of
the soul become wild and hurtful efiorts, instead of earncst
powers for good. IHence the lord is said to be a jealous
God, because His Love is indeed most tenderly and wisely
jealous that no selfish intrusion, like the worm at the heart of
Jonal's gourd, should destroy man’s happiness at its centre.
Hence the Lord has always revealed Himself as the great
and only object of man’s supreme love. This has ever been
the first and great commandment. It was reiterated from
Mount Sinai, but it had been the centre and soul of every dis-
pensation. ““Hear, O Israel : The Lord our God is one Lord:
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words
which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart.” The
will, the understanding, and the operative energy, are the heart,
the soul, and the might, and these comprise the whole man.



380 NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S GOLDEN IMAGE.

The same truth was given to Abraham in the marvellously
touching and beautiful words, * Fear not, Abraham, I am thy
shield, and thine exceeding grand reward” (Gen. Xiv. 1).
Again, “T am the Almighty God : walk before me, and be thou
perfect.”

To preserve to man this supreme felicity of his being, and de-
fence against all wrong, Revelation has constantly declared
that God is One, and that He is loving, wise, and all-powerful.
He is our Creator, our Saviour, our Redeemer, our Iiirst and
Tast. Before Me, there was no God formed, neither shall
there be after Me. I, even I, am Jehovah, and beside Me
there is no Saviour.” “For thy Maker is thine IHusband,
Jehovah of Hosts is His name: the God of the whole earth
shall He be called.”

In the New Testament, God manifzst in the flesh, and Who
became thus manifest for this very purpose, to reveal Himself
anew, in the deepest depths of our darkness, as constantly
invites us to be conjoined with him. ¢ Come unto Me, all ye
that are weary and heavy laden, and T will give you rest. He
that abideth in Me, and I in him, bringeth forth much fruit:
for without Me ye can do nothing.” ¢ Behold, 1 stand at the
door and knock ; if any man will open the door I will come
into him, and sup with him, and he with Me.” "This reciprocal
conjunction of man with God and God with man, is the safe-
guard, the glory, the defence, and the happiness of the human
race. It is man living as the servant, the fricnd, the child of
God, his Eternal Father, in His palace, which is then His
glorious home; in the world in time, in the better world in
eternity.

But idolatry severs and destroys all this. “The idol-maker
worships, but he worships something of his own divising. In-
stead of his worship being a source of perfection and of peace,
it is a constant source of degradation and declension.  What
can be more stupid than for man to put himsclf, his own follies
and passions, in the place of the Divinely Wise and Good.
Nebuchadnezzar's image, all plated with gold, represented self,
all decorated with Divine attributes.  That poor helpless figure,
however gaudy, could neither hear nor see, speak nor walk.  In
the spiritual Babylon, in Christian times, when men decorate
themselves with Divine attributes, they cannot really do a
single Divine thing, although they claim to forgive sins, to open
heaven, and to close heaven, and really to sit in the place of
God.  The priesthood pretending to have Divine nowers is
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really as helpless as an image, either in changing the heart,
casting out sin, or building men up for heaven.

The gold with which the image was covered represented the
profession of love to God with which the lust of spiritual power
covers itself. Self-seekers, in this respect, have salvation upon
their lips, and piety in form and manner, but the secret purpose
is the enslavement of human souls. They seek not to educate,
to clevate, to make all men free and noble, and thus from prin-
ciple to make earth heavenly, but to live only to spread their
dominion, to extend their system. “ What profiteth the graven
image, that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten
image, and the teacher of lies, that the maker of his work
trusteth therein, to make dumb idols? Woe unto him that
saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall
teach. Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there
is no breath at all in the midst of it. But, the Lord is in
His holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before Him”
(Hab. ii 18-20). Again, “ But they are_altogether brutish and
foolish : the stock is a doctrine of vanities. Silver spread into
plates from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz, the work of the
workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and purple
are their clothing ; they are all the work of cunning men. DBut
the Lord is the true God, He is the living God, and an Ever-
lasting King” (Jerem. x. 8-10).

They who made these idols of gold knew, at first, that their
handiworks were lifeless, helpless stocks, and metal. But such
is the amazing power of self-deception, that after a time they
become oblivious of their origin, and cried aloud as if the stocks
could hear, and command, as Nebuchadnezzar did, that all
people should do the same.  So with modern Babylon. They
who have set forth the Pope and the priesthood as possessed
of Divine power upon earth, and able to open and close heaven,
know that they cannot explore the motives and secrets of
human hearts, or, in reality, judge and know the real interior
states of any one. They know that the Popes have been, as a
class, not very different from other classes of people, some good
men, many indifferent, and some fiends in human form. ‘Their
foolish pretensions, like Nebuchadnezzar’s image, are merely
vain and stupid things; a doctrine of vanities. It is vain to
deck it round with gold; it is merely a stock. The makers
may forget that they made it, as itis written, “ A deceived
heart hath turned him aside that he cannot deliver his soul, nor
say, ‘Is there not a lie in my right hand’” (Isa. xliv. 20).
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‘The unage was set up in the plain of Dura, probably the
same district mentioned in Genesis as the plain in the land of
Shinar, referred to in the account of the Babel-builders of old.
Dura signifies Zabitation, and setting up this image on the plain
of Dura means that this system of priestly dominion is not a
speculative thing, it is to come into practical life. It will be
brought into the habitations of men, to their business and their
bosoms. Nomne shall buy nor scll but those who have the
mark or the name of the Dbeast, or the number of his name
(Rev. xiil. 17).  The instruments of all kinds of music which
were intended to usher in the worship of the golden image, repre-
sent the attractions of all kinds, the plausibilitics, the sensuous
charms, with which the lust of priestly ambition clothes itself in
seeking to obtainitsend. All sweet appliances and indulgences

will subdue the soul to soft compliance, if only it will resign,

itself to deify men, and regard them in the place of God.

The image was sixty cubits high, and the breadth thereof six
cubits. ‘The same system of priestly ambition is described in
the book of Revelation Dby six hundred threescore and six.
Six, in a good sense, expresses all the truths which concern the
states of the regencerate life, in allusion to the six days ol labour.
But six, when applied to an idol or a false system, will signify
the falsitics which result rom a complete perversion of all
truth; the holiness is not genuine holiness, the worship is not
genuine worship, the life is not genuine life; all is perverted,
and a factitious, morbid, unsound condition of thought and life
exists, utterly opposed to real Christian virtue. "I'his is what is
meant by the image being sixty cubits high and six cubits in
breadth.  What a perversion of gold, that glorious metal, it was
to make it into such an image, and an instrument for debasing
and corrupting mankind.  But still worse, infinitely worse is it
to use the gold of piety, of a profession of devotion to the Most
High, to construct a system by which the liberty of mind and
heart bestowed by the Creator on Ilis rational creatures should
be paralyzed, and they be trained not to he thonghtful dis-
ciples of the truth which makes @ man free, but slavish bonds-
men, the devotees of a system which manacles the soul, makes
each rank of men slaves of other men, as a stalf in the hand of
its master, as a dead body to be galvanized by the ruling
magician. Such a system may appear imposing, but it is only
an 1mage, hollow and helpless, albeit gaudy and meretricious.

They who submit to the fettering of the soul implied in
worshipping the idol, the system of priestly rule, instead of
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embracing the government of truth and goodness, become de-
based, contemptible, weak. mentally blind and dark, the en-
thralled intellect avenges itself by leavingthe passions unchecked,
the affections impaired, and the life immoral. Then, too, the
hour of judgment soon gives its warning in the distance.
Justice may seem to come slowly, but it comes surely.  Lvery
system that comes between the soul of man and God, is doomed
to perish. It cmasculates, withers, and blights the noblest
instincts of God-given humanity, and produces such intolerable
evils in men and nations, such decay, tyranny, and vileness,
that at last its victims rise and sound its knell. Its doom
comes, and it disappears amidst the cry of emancipated nations :
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habita-
tion of devils, the hold of every foul spirit, and the cage of
every unclean and hateful bird.

But true men avoid its condemnation, and its sorrow, by
never bowing down to it, or suffering anything to come between
their souls and their God. They never forfeit their glorious
heritage, their heavenly birthright to seek the truth, to follow
the truth, by truth to come to goodness, to blessedness.  "They
know the truth, they feel its power, and it makes them free.
They become free, for the truth has burst their honds, the
bonds of their own errors and scll-indulgences.  ‘They walk in
the truth, live in the truth, conquer themselves by truth again
and again, until truth leads them to high and holy love, and
fills them with spiritual beauty. They will not bow down to
any image that Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, may set up ;
they serve the living God. In vain, for these and such as thesc,
the charms of music, or art, or any manner of seduction, may
invite them to bow down to the golden image.  They hear the
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and
all kinds of music, but, like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abcdnego,
it will ever be reported of them, “There are certain Jews
whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of Babylon:
these fnen, O king, have not regarded thee, they serve not thy
vods, nor worship the gokden image thou hast set up.”  Let us
ever imitate this noble example.  Let us bow down to no
ceclesiastical, political, fashionable, or individual idols, however
allured by sweet persuasions, but ever love and abide in the
Lord Jesus. Let Him be our Teacher, our Saviour, and our
ever-present and Eternal Friend. Let His light be our beacon,
His love our blessing.  If we follow His voice, our path will be
safe. We shall hear a voice bé¢hind us, saying, *“This is the
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way, walk ye in it,” and at death we shall hear a voice above
us, saying, “ Well done, good and faithful servants, ye have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler of many
things ; enter ye into the joy of your Lord.”

SERMON XLIX.

THE THREE FAITHFUL ONES IN THE FIERY FURNACE.

“ Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered, and said to the king, O Nebuchad-
nezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. Ifit be so, our God whom we
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, O king. But if not, be it kgown unto thee, O kmg, that we will not serve thy
gods, nor worshlp the golden image whith thou hast set up.”—DANIEL iii, 16-18,

THERE is something so manly, clear, and admnable in the
noble reply of the three faithful companions of Daniel to the
persecuting demand of the king of Babylon, that it has been
the lesson of true courage for martyrs in almost every subse-
quent age. It was an assertion of faith and bravery of soul
really sublime. Tlwey were in the midst of hostile multitudes.
They had previously been elevated to great dignities, with their
honours, emoluments, and comforts, from which they would now
be degladed

The decree threatening the fiery furnace was no vain out-
burst of violent words. Being cast-alive into fierce furnaces
was a cruelty often practised in the terrible ages of ancient fury,
and has indeed been continued in some places even to periods
coming near to our own time. The three faithful ones were
not only reported to the king, but brought into his presence,
when he was in a towering rage. He had forgotten his own
conviction, miraculously brought about, and therefore only
transitory, that the God they worshipped was God of gods, and
Lord of kings, and now he said, “If ye worship not” (the
golden image which I have set up), “ye shall be cast the same
hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace ; and who is that
God who shall deliver you out of my hands?”

Neither the presence of the king, nor his rage, nor the multi-
tude of his surrounding courtiers and chief officers, with fierce
countenances, taking their cue from the enraged monarch, dis-
mayed the three brave servants of the living God. They
answered modestly and quietly, but firmly, “ O Nebuchadnezzar,
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.” They had no

\ZB
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misgivings, nor any disposition to take second thoughts. They
at once declined the king’s authority in the question of whom
they should worship. They would render unto Caesar the
things that are Ceesar’s,and to God only the things that are God’s.
With what noble simplicity they uttered their determination !
How happy it is to be without double thoughts in the path of

duty! Do right, and have no further care: this is the path

which leads to constant progress.

The grounds of their quiet, self-sustained confidence were
twofold. They believed the Lord would deliver them from
peril if he saw that best. They were familiar with the his-
tory of their nation. "They knew well how often in the most
terrible straits and afflictions God had delivered their fathers.
They were men of prayer, who believed in a Living God watch-
ing over them, as He had watched over all past ages, and
whose tender mercies are over all Llis works. They were
doubtless in the habit daily, probably three times a day, as was
Daniel’s custom, of laying their whole affairs, their joys and
their sorrows, before the Lord, and entreating His counsel and
benediction. They were confident of His love and of His power.
If His wisdom saw it good that they should be delivered, not a
hair of their heads would be injured. 7This is the quiet, 1Lposmg
trust of true faith. It relies on the omnipresence and the omni-
potence of the God it loves, at all times. It feels that our
affairs are in His hand, with heaven and earth at His control,
and all is sure to be well. His Providence enters into every
moment, and every particular of our lives. Providence is
paltlcular and therefore universal.

But they had a second ground for their trustful faith. They
were assured that this life is only a temporary training-place for
the life to come. ‘There is another and a better world.  T'he
fiery furnace might be a sharp passage, but it would be a short
one. The dross would be burned off, and they would speedily
be at home. If the earthly house of this tabernacle were dis-
solved, they had a building of God, the spiritual body, that no
carthly flames could touch, and in ‘which they would continue
to live eternally in the heavens (z Cor. v. 1). "They had, there-
fore, no fear of death. Death with them was the door, witlr a
short step, to a higher life. To their feelings and concepnons
there was no death. They acted on the truth afterwards uttered
by the Lord Jesus, ¢ Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall
never die.” Hence they stood to their convictions. Whether
they.were to live here a little longer or not was a small matter,
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They would live on if the providence of their loving Heavenly
Father deemed it best, but if not, they would abide by the
truth. For with t1uth there was salvatlon and heaven, but
without truth there was soul-darkness, depravity, decrepitude,
and spiritual death. Hence, said these noble ones, and after
them the spmtual heroes, the salt of the earth, of many suc-
ceeding generations, IF NOT, if our good Almighty Father sees
it best for us to-die, we will not worship thy image, O kmg, we
will not forsake the truth.

The king was filled with fury at the patient and determined
piety of these noble confessors. He commanded that the furnace
should be heated seven times hotter than it was wont to be
heated, and the servants of God were cast in. Bound in their
clothes, the noble three fell into the midst of the burning fiery
furnace, now so fierce that the men who threw them in,
perished by the ardency of the devouring flames. They were
cast in, and it was thought all was over. Nothing could live
there. The king, however, was disturbed and uneasy in his
mind, evidently impressed by one of those strange feelings of
disquictude and uncontrollable power which strangely affect
human minds, and which they must follow. He went to look
into the furnace, and lo ! the valiant victims of his fury were
not dead, not even hurt, But walking in the midst of the fire.
Instead of three, however, there were FOUR ; an angel was there,
a companion and guardian. He who gives His angels charge
over us to keep us in all our ways, had not only defended the
three from the flames, but opened the spiritual sight of the king,
that he might know that the angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them.

The aspect of the angel was celestinl.  The king was deeply
moved, and humbled. He exclaimed, “ Lo, I see four men
loose, walking in the midst of the ﬁre, and they have no
hurt; and the form of the fourth is like a son of the gods.” He
cried out further, “ Ye servants of the Living God come forth,and
come hither.”  The spiritual sight of the king seems then to
have been closed again, for Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
came forth from the furnace alone, but unhurt : their very
clothes had suffered no harm. The king, subdued, once more
convinced, and bowed down again for a short time, uttered the
memorable words, “ Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, who hath sent'His angel and delivered His ser-
vants that trusted in Him, and ‘have changed the ‘king’s word,
and yielded their bodies ‘that they might not 'serve or worship
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any god except their own God. Therefore, I make a decree,
that every people, nation, and language which speaketh any-
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a
dunghill, because there is no other God that can deliver after
this sort.”

In this decree we see the vain-glorious idolator still. Hc
speaks of the Lord only as the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego. He had evidently the notion of family gods, and
national gods, and he was determined to patronize this powerful
God, as he conceived he had found Him to be, and he would
now cut in pieces and destroy the homes of any who would
gainsay this new God, whose worship he would sct up. The
love of rule, the lust of spiritual dominion, comes forth again in
a new form. His purpose was modified, but evidently he had
still the fixed idea that he had the prerogative of fixing the faith
of his subjects, notwithstanding he was only just convinced he
had been egregiously wrong, and whosoever would not conform
to his new decree must be cut in pieces, and their houses be
made a dunghill. How slow have monarchs and authoritics
been to learn that in matters of faith there should be no com-
pulsion.  Force may make hypocrites, but never sincere
believers. The limbs may be fettered, and the body be de-
stroyed, but the soul, possessed of inner freedom, defies all
entrance into its secret mansions, the understanding and the
heart, of any sentiments which are not welcome there. Perse-
cution, though always cruel, is always in vain, and always fails
if met by Christian firmness. A persecuting spirit must be a
proud spirit, and therefore be in the very worst condition for
perceiving the truth, for pride and truth arc opposites, and anta-
gonistic to each other. They come from opposing sides, and
cannot blend. A persecutor, therefore, must be wrong, and
cannot himself come into the perception of truth until he abases
his pride by repentance, and in the spirit of meekness seeks for
wisdom. ¢ The meek He will guide in judgment ; to the meck
He will teach His way.”

If rulers were generally good men, if they were always
patterns of all that is excellent, having the same liabilities to
error that is the common lot, and having absorbing cares in
their important duties as guardians of the state, they have less
time even than others for the calm investigations which are re-
quired for the discovery of truth; and therefore they have
certainly more than the usual amount of hindrances against its
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acquisition, and hence should especially abstain from prostitut-
ing the power of the state for the enforcement of their own
opinions. To follow the religion of the ruler of the state simply
because it is the religion of the ruler, is not to be religious, but
to seek to attain selfish aims in the name of religion. It is self-
secking in a sanctimonious guise. But sovereigns are often
exceedingly immoral. Persecuting sovereigns have probably
all been so. Philip II. of Spain, and Henry VIII. of England,
both bitter persecutors, and notoriously bad men, are only
specimens of the tribe. They, therefore, who in religion abase
themselves before the rulers of the state, are certainly in the
greatest likelihood of enthroning error where Jesus alone,
the King of kings, has the right to rule. Fashion, however,
has often a deep influence over superficial and weak minds,
even in religion. To follow the multitude, and especially the
respectable in the world’s estimation, as tothe creed we adopt
and the worship we attend, is to many an attraction they are
unable to resist, yet this also is ®'serious detriment to our spiri-
tual progress. What is the chaff to the wheat?

Evils 1n our hearts and in our habits can only be subdued by
truth, veceived in the love of truth. This is the sword of the
two cdges coming out of the mouth of the Lord. Truth only
can introduce order, and promote the diffusion of love to the

‘Lord and charity to our neighbour, and impart spiritual beauty

to the soul. ..Truth is the light, the glory, the defence of man’s
eternal interests. Truth illuminates the path of life, is a Divine
lighthouse when our passage is stormy, cheers the hours of sick-
ness, and, when our journey of life is finished, takes us by the
hand, ushers us to those circles of the blessed who are waiting"
for us, charged by their Adorable Master to welcome us to
heaven. These invaluable benefits only attend truth when it is
followed, received, and loved for its own sake. The goodly
pearls are only found by the spiritual merchant who seeks them.
"The pearl of great price only rewards him who has sold all he
nad, his selfish fancies, his preference for fashion over principle,
his truckling to power and gain; and sought by hungering and
thirsting after righteousness to be filled with the virtue, the
brightness, and the bliss of the kingdom of heaven.

Such evidently were the grounds of the decisions of the three
faithful ones. They would not truckle to the crowd of courtiers,
the demands of the king, or the fiery furnace. If the God they
served would preserve them alive In the world, in the path of
duty, they would live; but if not, they would still be true to
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Him who was everything to them. The king, enraged at their
opposition to his will, commanded that the furnace should be
made seven times hotter than before, and they castin.  Happily
Divine Providence has already produced an immense change in
the general condition of the world, and there are so many checks
to the wild frenzy of the spmum] rage of Babylon in our
days that it cannot torture men’s bodics, to the exient Lo which
in the olden time it was wont to go. But the glow of rage in
the soul when the lust of dominion is thwarted, is in every age
the same. From the fury that strove to exterminate the Albi-
genses, that devastated and almost destroyed the German
nation, that wasted the valleys, and stained the snow-clad
mountains of Savoy, and slaughtered the followers of Garibaldi
on the field of Mentana, the grim savagery of the lust of spiri-
tual power is ever the same. Make the furnace seven times
hotter, it incessantly says, so that necither Jew, nor Moor, nor
Protestant, nor anything that will not bow down to the golden
image that we have set up, may breathe. Such is the spirit of
Babylon. It was the spirit of Babylon of old. It is the spirit
of the modern Babylon, but happily the system is withering at
its root, and is already in such dccay before the new lights of
religion and science, that the sincere and peaceful of these days
may pass it unheeded Dby. Itis an old giant, toothless, fang-
less, and forlorn.

The three faithful ones were cast into the furnace with their
garments, their coats, their hosen, and their hats. The soul has
its garments as well as the body. The turban or hat corre-
sponds to the highest doctrines. those which clothe the head
of the soul. On the tiara of the high priest was written
on a golden plate, holiness to the Lord. The coat which pro-
tects the chest and middle of the body, corresponds to the
doctrines of charity to the neighbour, while the hose and shoes
correspond to the precepts of daily duty and common life;
so that casting the men into the furnace with their garments
spiritually signifies the rejection with spiritual hatred of true
believers, not only as to their great leading principles of love,
faith, and virtue, signified by the faithful three, hut all the doc-
trines of genuine religion, the garments of salvation, the robes
of righteousness, ‘the wedding garment, in fact all that makes
them beautiful. Instead of glorious truth there is mummery,
formality, and mental slavery.
~ When, however, mental despotism is firmly met, its power is
broken. Let the righteous possess their souls in patience, and
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they will take no harm. The slaves of despotism hurt them-
selves, they do not hurt the good. Those who threw the men
into the fire were destroyed by the fire of their own furnace.
The witnesses for truth were unhurt. “The Lord had given
his-angels charge concerning them, to keep them in all their
ways.” O rich immunity to brave souls! O glorious safe-
guard! Let men be true to their principles, and -they can
come to no real harm. No weapon that is formed against thee
shall prosper ; and every one that shall rise against thee thou
shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servant of the Lord,
and their righteousness is of Me, saith the Lord.

Why should any one seek to compel others to adopt his
particular views, when they cannot see them to be true? Itis
truth seen and understood which is of value to a man, and it is
of value because it purifies the heart, and betters the life of its
receiver. To explain the truth in a spirit of love, at becoming
seasons, is doubtless commendable, but to worry others, in
season and out of season, with our special dogmas, which they
do not see, and cannot admit, is rather the eagerness of pro-
selytism than earnestness for truth. The Lord’s precious gift is
truth to be as seed, from which, if understood and loved, will
come harvests of vigtue and blessing.  If our views be true, and
we see and understand them to be true, we can explain them to
others, and if they are in the love of truth, they will receive
them for the same reasons which have commended them to us;
and whern they are thus received in light, and for their own
sakes, they will impart spiritual freedom, they will give strength
in the hour of temptation, and consolation in sorrow. But if
we have intruded the truth violently and unseasonably, we shall
have roused opposition where we needed good will, and we
shall have defeated our own aims. We shall be like a physician
who has offered good medicine, but introduced it scalding hot.
‘Truth should be introduced like dew, or the gentle shower on
thirsty land. It should come as a courteous and delicate friend,
sincere and gentle, not as our property, but as the Lord’s own
treasure, the blessed gift of Infmite Love, to introduce happi-
ness upon earth, the happiness which comes from enlightened,
pure, and lovmg souls, ministering in all the ways of integrity
and virtue, useful to increase the Teal kingdom of the Lord on
earth, and for heaven.

The over-eager zealot should remember also that his views
may possibly be erroneous, as Nebuchadnezzar’'s were, and that
therefore to attempt to enforce them violently upon others, may
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only be diffusing the blight of error over the fair field of human
knowledge, which will certainly vanish in due time, but which
can only in the meantime do mischief in the world. Whether,
therefore, our views be true or false, the attempt to force them
upon others against their convictions, is harmful and blame-
worthy—it is the spirit of Babylon. Truth will commend itself
by the fruit it bears, the light it yields, and the blessings it
diffuses. It disclaims all other aid. “Let your light so shine
before men that they may see your good works, and glorify your
Father, Who is in heaven.” The nations of them that are saved
shall walk in the light of the holy city, and they shall bring
their glory and honour into it. They will there see wisdom as
the eye sees objects, and do good as the joy of their life, and
they will have a blessed anticipation of an eternal home,

The seed of all divine blessings is the Word of God. Let
us boldly be faithful to it always, like the faithful three at
Babylon. Ifany would challenge our’right in this respect, let us
reply: “We are not careful to answer thee in this matter.  Our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and He will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.
But, if not, be it known unto thee, O king, we will not serve
thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”
Let us ever diligently guard the Word, and our freedom fear-
lessly to study and to follow it.

O may we diligently preserve this seed of all that is noble in
humanity and in progress, the seed of angelic virtues, of victory
over every evil, the seed of the kingdom of heaven,

On, spirit of liberty, on,

O bless every valley and hill ;

Thy brightness each heart shall enthrone ;
And glow with thy loveliness still.

On, on, till each nation, all over the world,
Shall see thy blest banner, for ever unfurled,

SERMON L.

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S VISION OF THE GREAT TREE.

‘“ He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches, shake
off his leaves, and scatter his fruit : let the beasts get away from under it, and the fowls
from his branches: nevertheless, leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a
band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of
heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth: let his heart be
changed from man’s, and let a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass
over him.”—DAN, iv. 14-16.

THE experience of human life brings before us very wonderful
vicissitudes. The rise and the fall of individuals and of empires
alike exhibit the instability of human affairs, and how uncer-
tain is the possession of those treasures of wealth and power
for which ambition pants. Multitudes struggle for the splen-
dours of earth, and a few attain them ; for a time they seem the
favoured children of fortune, their splendour dazzles mankind,
and they stand on the summit of human greatness. The super-
ficial envy them, the fumes of flattery swell their pride, their
smiles are courted by those who surround them as gracious
tokens of the favour of superior beings. But the tide turns,
adversity sets in, shock after shock comes until all is is wrecked,
prosperity, fame, health, sanity all gone, and the former idol of
multitudes, the petted favourite of fortune, has sunk so low, that
scarcely one remains to do poor service of all those who formerly
watched and waited on his nod.

History has never failed to afford such instances of the rise
and fall of human beings, but certainly few have been so com-
plete as that furnished in this chapter, and which was fore-
shadowed to king Nebuchadnezzar in his astonishing dream;
a dream which portrayed to him his greatness, his fall and his
restoration. He stood in the midst of the earth, a potentate,
the mightiest among men ; his arms had vanquished all who had
resisted him, and he had so extended and embellished his
capital, that it not only far exceeded the magnificence of any
other city, but also owed so much to him that he might be re-
garded as a second founder.
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While, however, he was at the very summit of his brilliant
career, the awful dream was given him, which he felt also was
more than a dream. Hec feared it was a vision of coming
events. Anxious and troubled, he sought for its exact inter-
pretation, and at length obtained it from the fearless and faith-
ful Daniel. The terrible fulfilment of this, no doubt, divinely
appointed dream took place twelve months afterwards, when
every particular was realized. In the midst of his greatness,
the king lost his reason, had a mania for acting as a beast, a
mania well known to physicians, until his humiliation was com-
plete ; when his reason returned, his counsellors and lords sought
him once more, his kingdom was re-established, and he issued
a decree containing the account of the whole matter, and closing
with the grand lesson, which the whole of these wonderful events
had impressed upon him, “ Now I Nebuchadnezzar, praise, and
extol, and honour the king of heaven, all whosc works arc truth,
and His ways judgment, and those that walk in pride, He is able
to abase.” Never, perhaps, has this lesson been taught with
greater force, never proclaimed with greater clearncss. No
condition is beyond the reach of change. The greater the
height, and’ the greater the fall.  Earthly riches find wings and
fly away. How important, therefore, it is that we look for our
stability in eternal things, our riches in that inner wealth which
supplies the heart with heavenly graces, and the mind with those
gems of spiritual wisdom which shine brighter in adversity, and
will gleam with angelic radiance for ever. Give me neither
poverty nor riches is-the prayer of the truly wise, but give me,
O Lord, the grace of contentment with my lot, whatever it may
honestly be, and the love of being useful in the righteous per-
formance of the duties of my station. Let us pray for such a
daily cultivation of the graces of heaven, as may cnable us in
humble thankfulness to respond when the cry 1s raised “The
bridegroom cometh,” “ Our lamps are ever burning, Lord, Thy
servants are ever ready.”

Let us turn now from the individual application of this won-
derful history to its wider bearing, in the disclosures it makes,
of that Babylonish state of the Church of which it was at once
the warning and the symbol. Jerusalem had become a prey
to Babylon, and Babylon had attained a pitch of astounding
greatness, pomp, and power. The inflated phantasy of the
possessor of this seemingly impregnable position of grandeur
assumed, that it was fixed, and beyond all danger of disturbance.
We learn, however, that at the very acme of their glory, and in

NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S VISION OF THE GREAT TREE.  39%

the very hour of their fullest triumph, the stroke would come
which would break down the power of Babylon ; which would
hew down the tree, cut off its branches, shake off its leaves,
and scatter its flower. Nebuchadnezzar’s own name signified
the anguish of judgment., The Babylonish spirit is the spirit of
pride united to religion. It is selflove masquerading in saintli-
ness. :

Self-love appears in myriad forms, from the fawning whine of
the street beggar, who will cringe and cajole, but who loves his
lazy indolence too much to give himself to steady work, to the
despot who to deck HIMSELF with fame and grandeur will waste
whole kingdoms, will send the wail of widows through thousands
of cottages, fill the air with the orphan’s cry, and maim and
slaughter hundreds of thousands of human beings. Selflove
appears sometimes as the polite but over-reaching tradesman,

sometimes as -the pilfering cheat, sometimes as the maraud-
ing midnight ruffian, or the enraged assassin, but the character
in which it becomes most appallingly extravagant, most exact-

ing, most baleful, most . intensely cruel, is when it comes forth

in the garb of religion. It then transfers to itself the awful at-

tributes of the Almighty, issues its fiats as infallible decrees,

and assumes to inflict eternal as well as temporal miseries, upon

those who are not submissive to its will.

This is the true and terrible Babylon, of which the other was
the shadow going before. The word Babel means confusion.
And, certainly, it is impossible to conceive of greater confusion
than is introduced into Christianity, when instead of its meek
spirit of serving and minisfering to others, of self-denial, of
loving deference to others, and taking the lowest seat; of return-
g good for evil; of seeking to spread light and truth around
as God's universal gifts to train all men to happiness and to
heaven, we are introduced to gaudy grandecs with high sound-
ing titles, claiming to lord it over all the world, to apostles
of darkness and mystery who pretend to dispense with the
teaching of science and common, sense, and to have their de-
crees admitted on pain of destruction here if they can inflict it,
and of everlasting ruin which they claim to be able to bestow-
This spirit of Babylon is abundantly described both in the Old
and the New Testaments. Thus, we read in Isaiah respecting
Babqun, “ And, thou saidst, I shall be a lady for ever, so that
thou didst not lay these things to thy heart, neither didst re-
member the latter end of it. Therefore, hear now, this; thou
that art given' to pleasures, that dwellest carelessly, that sayest
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The first living thoughts on the subject of religion which grow
up in the soul, green and vigorous, from well-supplied heavenly
knowledge, are the leaves of this tree. The leaves of the
spiritual tree are charming, and they are for medicine (Rev.
xxii.). The flowers, are the still higher beauties of spiritual
thought ; the spiritual sense of the Word affords abundance of
heavenly flowers, and the fruits are all the virtues of an upright
life, duties done, integrity maintained, every rightful claim of
position and employment cheerfully adopted and obeyed.
When religion has developed itself to become such a tree, then
society flourishes in blessed security, then an individual so
circumstanced will be prosperous and happy. The beasts of
the field, the natural affections, the fowls of heaven, all soaring
rational thoughts, will dwell under its principles, like grand
boughs covering and protecting everything, and there is spiritual
food for all.

But ambition is Babylonish, when it seizes these grand things,
and renders them subservient to its arrogant self-sceking ; sub-
stituting man and a vain-glorious hierarchy for God and true
principles, seeking self-glory, selfmerit, and selfish power, in-
stead of regeneration and growth in heavenly love and wisdom.
This is Bubylon, and great as its influence and power may
seem when it has attained its height, and enmecshed every-
thing in its swelling pride, at the summit of its power the
Divine Judge provides for its overthrow. ‘The stroke on the
bell of Providence soon sounds when blasphemy is full. So
was it with Nebuchadnezzar. In the hour of his haughtiest
selfinflation the fiat of judgment came. “The king spake and
said, Is not this great Babylon that I have made for the house
of the kingdom, by the might of my power, and for the honour
of my majesty. While the word was in the king’s mouth, there
fell a voice from heaven, saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee
it is spoken ; the kingdom is departed from thee” (ver. 30, 31).

When Christian Babylon attained its most audacious state of
arrogancy, which had been swelling with pride for three hundred
years, from the time of Hildebrand to that of Boniface VIIL,
whose time was almost wholly taken up with virulent quarrels
for supremacy with the most powerful government of his epoch ;
just after he had made the most monstrous assertion of his
power over kings and governments, he was seized and im-
prisoned by the objects of his wrath, and was so stung with the
violence of his passion that he lost his reason, and died by his
own violence. It was the divine decree, hew down the trec
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and cut off his branches. When Leo X. again imagined the
time had come to make the grandest building in the world, as
the magnificent symbol of papal greatness, then came the
REFORMATION, and the strongest portions of Christendom
were lost to Christian Babylon ; again, the decree went forth,
“ Hew down the tree and cut off its branches; shake off his
leaves and scatter his flower, let the beasts get away from under
it, and the fowls from its branches.”

Again, in our own time, we have seen the same preposterous
claims to stop the progress of science, to arrest the diffusion of
the Bible, and to claim personal infallibility for the hecad of
Christian Babylon, but no sooner was this done than the tem-
poral power and state for which there had been so much cursing
and excommunications, and so much slaughter, was entirely
lost. It was again the decree going forth, “ Hew down the
tree and cut off its branches ; shake off his leaves, and scatter
his flower.” But a great system, which has been diffuscd
through many ages and interwoven with the entire life of many
kingdoms and myriads of people, cannot at one stroke be alto-
gether destroyed and removed. It has spread, and it has lived
by an accommodation to the weaknesses, the errors, the preju-
dices, and the barbarism of the times, and was itself a semi-
barbarism. It must continue, though with greatly reduced
power, and only gradually die away. It has also much good,
much piety, and much charity and virtue enclosed within it,
though chiefly among its humbler members. For their sakes it
must live on and even to some extent revive again, though
with humbler claims, and purified through suffering.

Hence, we read, “ Leave the stump of his roots in the earth ;'
that is, let the Babylonish persuasion remain in the Church,
there are vast numbers who yet cannot bear to have it alto-
gether rooted up. Let it be made firm “with a band of iron
and brass.” Iron is the symbol of the truth of the letter of the
Word, and brass or copper of a good life in the external virtues
of religion. This binding and strengthening by the inculcation
of the duties of a pious life, is the same as Moses pronounced
respecting Asher—* Let Asher be blessed with children: let
him be acceptable to his brethren, and let him dip his foot in
oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so

)

“shall thy strength be” (Deut. xxxiii. 24, 25). The shoes are of

iron and brass when the rule of life is true and good. Divine
Mercy watches over such, in whatever church they may be, and
as their days, whether stormy or fair, cold or warm, so their
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strength shall be. They shall be shod with the gospel of the pre-
paration of peace (Eph. vi. 15). Let it be comforted “in the
tender grass of the field,” and be wet with the dew of heaven.
The tender grass of the field corresponds tothe tender promiscs
and comforts of religion. The obedient servant of the Lord can
feed in the rich meadows of the Holy Word, and be cheered and
strengthened by the tender grass of the field.  T'he dew of heaven
too will come quietly down upon such.  Calm, holy meditations
will diffuse peaceful wisdom throughout their minds, *their
heavens will drop down dew.” The Lord Himself will be a dew
to them, as He said, “I will be as a dew unto Israel, and he shall
grow as the lily” (Hosea xiv. 5). They cannot have a man’s heart,
for that is a heart that freely learns and rationally investigates,
freely weighs, and freely follows the truth. This cannot be given
in Babylon, but an obedient heart can, like that of an ox that
knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib (Isa. i. 3).
Let this spirit of obedience be given him, until he is fully
weaned from the insanities of spiritual pride, and he has learned
that all power and all merit belong to the Most High, and man
in himself is utter cvil, and a mass of corruption.  When trials
and reflection have brought about this conviction, and made it
lasting, their work has Deen accomplished, seven times will have
passed over the man who has gone through this tribulation, his
reason will be restored, and he will be well.  All this happened
to king Nebuchadnezzar, king, of Babylon, and he sent out his
decree proclaiming the result in the memorable words, “ Now
I Nebuchadnezzar praise, and extol, and honour the King of
heaven, all whose works are truth, and His ways judgment:
and those that walk in pride He is able to abase.” All this has
happened to the spiritual Babylon, which has been crushed, and
then again restored, and done useful works among those portions
of society who are not firm-minded enough to rise above super-
stition, and walk by the light of clear heavenly truth rationally
understood.  The Most Iligh is ruling among the children of
men, and giving the kingdom to whomsoever le will, for
His will is perfect goodness, guided by perfect wisdom. Let
us never forget also, that every Christian needs to guard
himself against the spirit of Babylon. There are many little
popes, in pulpit and in pew, who cannot bear with others or
suffer their infallibility to be questioned, without bitter anger
being excited. This is also the essence of Babylon. ¢ Blessed
are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

SERMON LL

BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST AND DEATH.

““ Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine be-
fore the thousand. Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden
and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which
was in Jerusalem; that the king and his princes, his wives and his concubines, might
drink therein,”—DAN. v. 1, 2.

WHEN we attempt to realize the gorgeous and infatuated scene
at Babylon, on the fatal night to which this chapter of the Divine
Word relates, we cannot but be amazed at the extent to which
human folly will go.

We learn from ancient historians, that the Babylonian host
had Deen defeated by the Medes and Persians, under the
virtuous Cyrus and his uncle Darius, and retreated into Baby-
lon; Dy the defence of whose .strong walls, and the succour of
the magazines of the city, they hoped to be enabled to defy the
army by which they were pursued and beleaguered.

Had the people been virtuous, and the monarch a true king
of men, they would probably have been secure, and ultimately
victorious, but the nation had long been seduced by wealth and
luxury, it was effeminate and corrupt; the king, a weak, profli-
gate, luxurious and vain tyrant, dainty in his guilt, seeking
curious modes of mocking heaven, and parading his contemyt
for virtue. They were thus a mass of gilded rottenness; an
impious band of satyrs, dancing on a volcano.  On the other
hand, the armies around the city were led by chiefs, modest,
sober, assiduous, skilful in war, and ready to take advantage of
any negligence in the disorderly host they had driven into the
city, and held in what had been intended for safety, but which
had become a huge net, which they were not strong enough to
defend, and from which they could not escape.

The city, as is well known, was built on the two shores of
the Euphrates. = The river, two hundred yards wide, flowed
through the midst of it. There were immense walls along the
sides of the river, with huge gates of brass, similar to the de-

zcC
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fences on the land sides, and so strong, that with proper care
and watchfulness, no armed boats could endanger its safety.
But Cyrus, who had continued the siege of the city for many
months, had caused to be dug a canal, from a bend above the
city to a place below, that he might divert the river, and so
leave its bed fordable. All was ready, so that advantage could
be taken of an approaching festival to be kept in Babylon,
when the revels would be continued all night, and riotous in-
dulgence make the defenders careless, and besotted, exposed to
be attacked and surprised, and little able to resist.

All was in reality prepared for taking the city that very night;
and on that very night, the debauched king bethought him of
the sacred vessels, brought Dby his ancestor Nebuchadnezzar
from the captured Jerusalem, and he conceived it would be
something unusually delightful to his polluted mind, to insult the
Jews, and the God of heaven, by profaning the sacred vessels.

The banquet was at its height, the music, the lights, the
liberal flow of wine, the uproar of a thousand nobles, imparted
a wild madness to the scene, and caused the enemy outside to
be forgotten, and even the brazen gates, the sceurity of the city
from the river, were left carelessly open, so completely had
insane recklessness taken possession of monarch and people.
But the end was near. No sooner had the haughty and be-
sotted king carried out his profanity, and passed the sacred
vessels, already desecrated by himself] to his princes, his wives,
and his concubines, and they had also profaned them, than a
mysterious hand appeared busy on the wall. The king saw it,
and saw it had left a strange writing there. He felt he had
gone too far, and a painful dread of something awful to come,
changed his countenance, made his whole frame shake with
terror, and he cried out wildly for his astrologers, Chaldeans,
and soothsayers, to be Dbrought in to cxplain these dread
characters. He promised great rewards to those who could
read the writing, and dissipate his fears. His wise men were
appealed to in vain. His nobles shared his terrors, but could
render no assistance.

The alarming reports of this terrible occurrence had filled the
palace, and reached the queen-mother, who hastened to her son.
She remembered the extraordinary things which had happened
in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, her husband’s father, in which
Daniel had so worthily figured. Perhaps she was still a pro-
tectress of Daniel, and familiar with him, although it was the
custom in Babylon, when a monarch died, to dismiss his wise
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men from the court, and to surround the successor with new
soothsayers, as well as new counsellors.

At the queen’s advice Daniel was called in.  He stood before
the terrified monarch venerable in age, in wisdom, and in fear-
less majesty, a true messenger of heaven. ‘He undertook to
decipher the writing, which being probably in the ancient
Hebrew letters, would constitute no difficulty to him, and give
the interpretation. First, however, he presented before the
king a view of himself, such as monarchs too seldom hear. He
detailed the Lord’s dealings with his ancestor, Nebuchadnezzar.
He depicted how Divine Providence had cast down the mighty
monarch from his state, and after his repentance and chastening,
raised and restored him again. And then the prophet con-
tinued, in words which must have penetrated to the inmost
conscience of the king, “And thou, his son, O Belshazzar,
hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this: but
hast lifted up thyself against the King of heaven; and they have
brought the vessels of his housc before thee, and thou and thy
lords, and thy wives and thy concubines, have drunk wine in
them ; and thou hast praised the gods of silver and gold, of
brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know;
and the God, in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all
thy ways, hast thou not glorified.”

Not a word of defence had the cowed and guilty king to say.
Silently he awaited the interpretation, as the utterance of a
judge’s doom, which indeed it was.

The words written on the plaster were, Mene, Mene,
Tekel, Upharsin. The meaning being, Numbered, Numbered,
Weighed, To the Persians. He explained the inscribed
characters in language which, to the criminal king, must have
sounded like the utterances of God Himsell MeNE: God
hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. TexkzL: Thou
art weighed in the balances, and found wanting. Prres, which
is only another form of Pharsin: Thy kingdom is divided and
given to the Medes and Persians.

The king, notwithstanding the terrible announcements he
had heard, was true to his promise, and ordered Daniel to be
fully rewarded, perhaps in the hope of thus deferring, or turning
aside, the judgments. But it was too late. While these strik-
ing events were occurring in the banqueting hall, the water of
the river was being turned into its new channel. Cyrus divided
his army into two large bodies, one to march along the bed of
the river, already fordable, from above ; and the other from
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below the city. The gates having been negligently left open
and unguarded, there was no resistance of any importance, and
in the brief and terrible terms of the text, “In that night was
Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. The Babylonian
_empire was ended, and the Persians, first under Cyrus, In con-
junction with Darius the Median, and afterwards alone, suc-
ceeded to the government of the whole region ; and Babylon
received the first great blow towards that utter decay, by which,
step by step, it sunk, to become mere heaps of earth, the habi-
tation of owls and hideous creatures; its very name lost, except
in history; and marsh and mound, the abode of the bittern and
the wild beast, covering the ground where stood the city which
had been the glory of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldec’s
excellency. .

How impressive an example does this dreadful lesson yield,
that in every case, to the mightiest monarch as to the meanest
peasant, the wages of sin is death. To nations as to men the
divine laws are ever the same.  ““ Keep therefore and do” (the
Lord’s commandments), “for this is your wisdom, and your
understanding in the sight of the nations which shall hear all
these statutes, and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and
understanding people.  And it shall be if thou do at all
forget the Lord thy God, and walk after other gods, and serve
them and worship them, I testify against you this day, that ye
shall surely perish.”

Interesting and instructive, however, as the death of king
Belshazzar and the downfall of Babylon are, as illustrations of
the unerring character of Divine laws for all men, they are
specifically intended, in the spiritual sense, to be a prophecy
of the career and the downfall of spiritual Babylon,—of that
state of perversion of the Christian Church in which the lust
of domination has taken the place of love to the Saviour,
and a complete state of insane selfsceking prevalent in the
Church, to the extent of phrensied delight in claiming divine
Lonours, and using religion for purposes of gain and vain-glo-
rious pride.

The feast made to a thousand lords would represent the
ecstasy spread throughout the fallen Church, and manifest in
its conclaves, at the success of the Babylonish spirit. The
wine which Belshazzar drank before his lords represented the
delirious phantasy, that the Lord had committed His power on
earth to men, to Peter and his successors, and that priests con-
sequently are greater than other men, and the chiefpriests
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greater than cmperors and kings; and the mightiest among
men should kiss their feet. They drink in the fancy that they
can suspend God’s laws, forgive sins, and open heaven to those
they favour, and curse and excommunicate those who do not
obey them. The false dreams, which are caught at with avidity
by souls animated by the thirst of being greatest, constitute the
wine which is drunk, and which intoxicates those who partake
of it, until the most insane ravings fill the atmosphere with in-
fatuated nonsense where there ought to be the sound lessons.
of a lowly, virtuous, and heavenly life. They can make wafers.
into God, they can make ground holy, holy water which shall.
scare away evil spirits, they can make holy dolls, holy images,.
holy oil, holy bells, queens of heaven, and sanctify men, by bits
of wood and bones, and any amount of fraud and folly. These
phantasies, and the spirit which is in them of substituting ex-
ternal mummery for change of heart and real religion,—the
religion of loving the Lord, and showing that love by truly
keeping His commandments in all we do, is the wine by which
Babylon has made the nations drunk. "‘The subtle reasoning
which encourages the infatuated desire to become the greatest,
which swelled itself up in the Christian Church until it far sur-
passed all the dreams of merely earthly ambition, is the wine of
her fornication, by which the inhabitants of the earth have been

" made drunk (Rev. xvii. 2); for all nations have drunk of the

wine of the wrath of her fornication (Rev. xviii. 3).

Under the influence of this delirious wine, the fiercest wars,
the most terrific persecutions, the foulest abominations have
been originated, and continued, and even yet, the Church
instead of being the tamer of human passions, and the subduer
of self, fully sustains and sanctions the dreadful readiness with
which nations go to war. She blesses their banners, and sends
them out to break all God’s commandments, to devastate and
destroy. To secure her own ambitious views, all the principles
of religion were by Babylon made mysterious. Upon her fore-

+ head was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE

MOTHER OF HARLOTS, AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.
Because, when the understandings of men were enslaved by
being paralysed before these so-called mysteries, they could be

“led at pleasure by a self-loving priesthood.

The golden and silver vessels derived from Jerusalem repre- .
sent portions of the letter of the Word, which could be made
subservient to the ambitious aims of the priesthood ; portions
of the Jewish ritual, and prophecies. concerning the Divine
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Priest and King, the Lord Jesus Christ, in all things sensual-
ized. ‘These, in their proper use are vessels to contain the
heavenly wine of spiritual wisdom, but in the hands of the king
and lords of Babylon, they contain the intoxicating wine of
phantasy, the wild dreams of lordship and dominion. ‘They
praised the gods of geld ani silver, of brass and iron, wood and
stone; Idols of the six kinds of material named represent false
doctrines; concerning the Lord, gold and silver idols; con-
cerning the neighbour, brass (or copper) and iron; and con-
cerning the religious life; wood and stone. On all these sub-
jects there are divine laws, full of love and wisdom, which are
not of our making, and which we should obey. When, how-
ever, we make artificial doctrines and rules, putting men, and
human schemes and contrivances, instead of the Lord Jesus,
love itself and wisdom itself embodied, and His laws of justice
and judgment, we have the selfish vindictive god of ambitious
priests, instead of the universal Lord, our Saviour. Instead of
the true charity of doing unto others what we would have them
‘do to us, we have love only for those of our sect, and hatred to
those we call heretics. Instead of doing justly in cvery act
and situation of life, we have the petty observances which are
called laws of the Church, and the regulations which set forth
artificial poverty, the unnatural life of celibacy, absurd self-in-
flictions, and minute specifications about meat and drink, not
necessary for purposes of health, and we laud these. We arce
then praising the idols of gold and silver, brass and iron, wood
and stone. But in the midst of our delirious phrensy, there
appears on the plaster of the wall the fingers of a man’s hand ;
and a mysterious and terrible writing is seen written over
against.the candlestick, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

The apostle said to Christians, ““ Ye are our epistles written
in our hearts, and read of all men” (2 Cor. iii. 2). The prin-
ciples of their religion were manifest in their characters and
conduct. The Lord Jesus said of him that overcometh, “1
will write upon him my new name” (Rev. iii. 12).

The tie principles of Christianity flowing out from renewed
hearts and minds, manifest solid virtues in all things that are
accordant with integrity, truthfulness, lovingkindness, and in
the varied ministrations which fill and adorn life with beauty
and use. But in the artificial conduct which Babylon enjoins,
which is'a plaster covering, and not a natural outgrowth, when-
ever a'time of crisis and judgment comes, it is palpable in the
abuses, the  monstrosities, the vilenesses which burst forth on

BELSHAZZAR'S FEAST AND DEATH. 407

all sides, what a terrible hell has been hidden within. Read
the account of any epoch of trial, in a Babylonish nation, such
as the French Revolution, and you will see from the awful
manifestations of spirit, both with priests and people, that
under the smooth plaster of a tame and decorous life, have been
hidden fiendish lusts and awful passions. This is then made
manifest to the intellect of those who retain the power of discern-
ment; for the intellect of man is the candlestick of the Lord
intended to hold up the light of heaven in the world. The
writing was over against the candlestick, to intimate that the
will of the Divine Providence is that men should reflect upon
this awful manifestation, and understand that in such a system
there has been no regeneration, no change of heart and mind
and therefore self remains unsubdued, and indeed exists in its
most 1nsidious and destructive form.  Whited sepulchres are
there, appearing fair without, but inwardly full of dead men’s
bones, and all uncleanness. The astrologers, the Chaldeans, and
soothsayers cannot tell the meaning of this. They represent
the teachers of the Babylonish system. They have always
extolled it as divine, and the perfection of wisdom, and cannot
in the least explain how it is that its issues are so calamitous.

The queen-mother advises that Daniel should be sent for
that is, those who are in the affection for goodness and truth,
advise that such as love the Word of God should be consulted.
They are the true Daniel ; they will speak kindly but fearlessly.
They testify at once, that the source of all the misery and all
the terror, is, that Babylon is an external religion, with an
unchanged heart. “Thou, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled
thine heart; but hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of
heaven.” “The God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose
are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified.” ‘

Here the finger is laid on the centre of the plague.
Babylon is a system of religion without regeneration, external
form without internal purity, superstition instead of light, the
decrees of man instead of the Word of God: Such a system
must perish. Mene, Mene.. It is' numbered and found false
in relation to God, and false in relation to man. Its good is
hollow and superficial. = Its virtues  are of little value, and the
idea of merit defiles them all. They are weighed in the
balances of true righteousness, and. found wanting. The king-
dom is divided, and given to'the Medes and Persians. Babylon
will cease to be a church. = It will' remain: only-as a carcase, a
superstition. The Church‘will be given: for- a time: to. those
who are somewhat" divided: among- themselves but are united
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in this, that they exalt and spread the Word of God. There
is the divine seed out of which a pure church will come, but
not yet. The soldiers who have overcome Babylon will
take the kingdom. The reformers, heroic souls, who could no
longer bear the iniquities of Babylon, such as it was at its worst,
who struggled against papal abominations, when it was danger
to protest, and death to defy, these are the spiritual Medes
and Persians. They renounced and broke down Babylon, and

with them the Church would be, because with them the Word

would be; the Church not in entirety or thorough purity, but
as much as mankind could bear, and until the period when the
New Jerusalem would come down from the Lord out of heaven.
In that night was Belshazzar, the king of the Chaldeans slain.
Belshazzar signifies Master of secret treasures.  And. his being
slain in that night teaches that the state of the papal Babylon,
in which she was master of the treasures of the Divine Word,
which she kept hidden from the people, was brought to an end.
The same thing is taught Dy the ten horns, who are ten kings,
who hate Babylon the great, and make her desolate and naked,
and eat her flesh, and burn her with fire (Rev. xvii. 16).

They repudiate, condemn, and renounce the cumbrous system
of spiritual despotism, the substitution of man and his mystery
for God and His Word, but they are not for a time able to
accept the central truth of the New Jerusalem, that the Lamb,
the Lord Jesus Christ, in whom are Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, the whole fulness of the Godhead bodily, is King of
kings and Lord of lords. The Lamb will in due time overcome
them ; not to harm them, but to save them. They will yield
their homage to Him, and join those who with Him are called
elect and faithful. .

The Babylon of the ancients, though once a benevolent rule,
became a fearful oppression, and when she fell the world
breathed more freely. Mankind said, “Tow hath the oppressor
ceased ; the golden city ceased! ‘Khc T.ord hath broken the
staff of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. The whole
earth is at rest, and are quiet; they break forth into singing”
(Isa. xiv. 4, 5, 7). But oh! far more happy was it when the
power of papal Babylon was broken, and the Word of God set
free. Since then, spiritual liberty has led the way to liberty of
every kind, political, social, and scientific. Man, with the
Word in his hand, walks abroad in the domains of Him who
is his loving Father and Saviour, and gathers truth everywhere.
A free Bible ultimately makes everything else free. 1f the
truth shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

SERMON LII

THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM.

*“¢So shall ye know that T am the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain;
then shall Jerusalem be holy, and there shall no strangers pass through her any more.”—
JoEL iii, 17,

THE careful reader of the Divine Word will notice that in the
Old Testament a large part of Scripture is occupied with two
captivities of the people of Israel, the captivity in Egypt and
the captivity in Babylon. The first bondage to which they had
been reduced under Pharaoh, and from which the Lord re-
deemed them by the hand of Moses, was the emblem as Christian
divines have always taught, of that slavery to worldliness and sin,
which is forsaken when a soul truly turns to the Lord, made spirit-
ually free by truth from Him, and enters on the spiritual journey
of regeneration. The. journey of Israel led to the possession of
Canaan; and was crowned by the constitution of Jerusalem as
the capital of the country, the grand seat of their greatest cere-
monies, and the centre of their worship and their church. At
Jerusalem was the temple, and to Jerusalem three times in the

* year must every Jew go up. It was the centre of their instruc-

tion, of their hopes and their love. It was to them “the City
of God, the mountain of holiness ; beautiful for situation, the
joy of the whole earth, the city of the Great King.” It was,
however much more than this, it was the symbol of the Lord’s
Church when the Blessed Redecmer, Jchovah in the flesh,
would open it to all nations, replacing the sacrifice of lambs,
sheep, bulls and goats, by the purer worship, the offerings of
the affections and thoughts, the spirit and truth of His children.

The earthly Jerusalem was the type of the spiritual Jerusalem,
the Christian Church ; and the law was the shadow of good things
to come (Heb. x. 1). Its priests were the type of Christians,
who were to be a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, and shew forth the praises of Him who had
called them out of darkness into His marvellous light (1 Pet.
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ii. 5, 9). Thus, the apostles frequently portray both the Jews
and Jerusalem. “He is not a Jew,” Paul said, “ who is one
outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward in the
flesh, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is
that of the heart in the spirit, and not in the letter” (Rom. ii.
28, 29). Jerusalem that now is, is in bondage with her chil-
dren; but Jerusalem which is above is free, and is the mother
of us all (Gal. iv. 25, 26).  Still more markedly does the Apostle
speak in the epistle to the Hebrews, “ Ye are come unto mount
Zicn and unto the city of the living God, THE HEAVENLY JERU-
sALEM, and to an innumerable company of angels; to the
general assembly and CHurcH of the first-born, which are
written in heaven” (Heb. xii. 22, 23). :

That Jerusalem was the type of the Christian Church then .

does not admit of question. Its very name illustrates this, for
it signifies THE SIGHT OF PEACE. \What a beautiful ideal of a

church is enclosed in that exquisite appellation, the sight of

peace. For when we have a sight of the Lord Jesus, we be-
hold the Prince of peace and the Source of peace. ‘T'he prin-
ciples of true Christianity are the principles of peace. Truth,
charity, mutual love, doing unto others as we would they should
do unto us, are the very essence and rules of peace. And
above all, the glorious kingdom for which the Christian lives,
and to which his hopes and aims aspire, is emphatically the
kingdom of peace. The peace of a virtuous life, the peace of a
soul abiding by faith and love in the Saviour, and the peace of
the golden world of order, love, and joy; these are the very
constituents' of the Church, the heavenly Jerusalem, of which
the earthly capital of Judea was the beautiful but transitory
type, which would give place to the grander reality when the
Prince of Peace appeared and opened His spiritual kingdom.
We thus have a most satisfactory reason why so large a
portion of the Divine Word is taken up with the history, the
events, and the loveliness of Jerusalem. The bondage the
Israelites fled from, their coming into Canaan, and their being
made citizens of their magnificent metropolis, were all typical
of Christians rescued from the fetters of evil lusts and corrupt
habits, and then being constituted into a Jerusalem, not con-
fined to Judea, but wide as the world, embracing citizens whose
renewed hearts' and minds" were knitted together by diviner
things, than earthly Solyma ever knew, things of heavenly wis-
dom, living-faith; devoted love to a Divine and loving Saviour,
and self-sacrifice' in doing His holy will. But earthly Jeru-
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salem, after some glorious centuries, became corrupt and faith-
less, disobedient and perverse. Where the living God had
filled His house with glory, and shone forth with His responses
from between the cherubim, there idols became multiplied, and
the covenant broken. The people committed two evils; they
forsook the Fountain of Living Waters, and hewed out for
themselves cisterns, broken cisterns, that could hold no water
(Jer. ii. 13). They burned incense to other gods, and wor-
shipped the work of their own hands (Jer. i. 16).

They courted intercourse with Assyria, and with Babylon,
until they became Babylonish themselves, and then the greater
Babylon devoured them. The remains of the nation were kept
in captivity seventy years; and they then were restored, and
formed a second Jerusalem. This restoration of Jerusalem
from Babylon, this second return from captivity, occupies almost
as prominent a place in the prophetical writings as the return
from Egypt does in the books of Moses. We shall not be
astonished at the captivity of the Jewish nation in Babylon,
and their return to their own land, being so often the theme of
the prophets, if we bear in mind the extreme misery and degra- .
dation they sustained, and the deeply rooted patriotism of the
Jew. The awful way in which Babylon strove to trample the
nation out, is intimated in Jeremiah, ¢ Moreover, I will take
from them the voice of mirth, and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the sound
of the millstones, and the light of the candle. And this whole
land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; and these
nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years” (xxv.
10, 11). :

The) astonishing fixity and the wondrous depth of Jewish
love of nation and country, has no parallel. Other peoples,
after two or three generations, are unaffected by the remem-
brance of a land their ancestors have quitted. ‘They become
entirely contented denizens of their new homes, and mostly
enthusiastic admirers of the new lands, now their own. But
Jewish home-love has endured nearly two . thousand years of
absence, and burns with wonderful energy still. When, there-
fore, they were defeated, dispersed, almost destroyed as a nation,
the temple burnt, their capital uninhabitable, and its remaining
people carried away apparently never to return, settled as out-
casts, and derided- as slaves by the rivers of Babylon and the
neighbouring' lands, we may’ well enter into- the spirit of the
most patheticof all the Psalms; and feel as though it were com-
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posed of the anguish and tears of the captives—* By the rivers
of Babylon, there we sat down ; yea, we wept when we remem-
bered Zion. We hanged our harps u pon the willows, in the midst
thereof. For there they that carried us away required of us a
song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief joy” (cxxxvil.).

With all their love of home, and all the misery of absence,
combined with the accumulated sorrows of captivity and slavery,
we may well conceive how joyous their return would be. How
glad they would learn the deécree of Cyrus! How exultantly
they would commence their return home. How they would
kiss the dear spot from which they had so long been absent,
and with what energy they would strive to rebuild the city and
the temple, and once more have the faith that they were under
the protection and Dblessing of the Lord their God. This
feeling is portrayed in another Psalm—¢ \When the Lord
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our
tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The
Lord hath done great things for them. The Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we are glad” (cxxvi.). DBearing
these considerations in mind, we may readily perceive why so
much is said, and in terms of such joyous exultation, of the
return to their own land, of Jerusalem being built again, of its
being established with abounding prosperity to abide for ever.
This latter phrase, however, strictly rendered, is for an age, or
dispensation.

The prophecies of this return were all given either Defore the
captivity, as in the instances of Isaiah and Jeremiah, or during
the captivity, asin the cases of Fzckicl, Daniel, Haggai, and
Zechariah.  The restoration of the nation of Jerusalem after
the misery of the Babylonish bondage fulfilled all those
prophecies respecting the return of the Jews to their own land,
so far as their literal application is concerned, and there is
nothing in Scripture to warrant the anticipation of A THIRD
RETURN. They have accomplished their use as a separate
nation—the use of preserving the W ord, and the great doctrines
of the Unity and Fatherhood of God ; and now that Christians
are learning to be Christian to the Jews, and to rise to a Chris-
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tianity of real love and goodness, the Jews will gradually rise
above their narrow and isolating forms, and learn, we doubt
not, in time to be Christian too. They will then rejoice in
Jehovah, the God of their fathers,' not less dear or less glorious,
Dbecause He is also Jesus the Saviour of all men in every land,
the Deliverer from all sin, from all selfishness, and therefore
from all sorrow. This would be to come into a Jerusalem far
more magnificent and more happy than any earthly city ; a city
indeed of the living God, a city whose light is the glory of God,
whose streets are of transparent gold, whose atmosphere inspires
only thoughts of purity, peace, and joy ; and whose 1n1}ab1ta11t§
are all of the great family of the good and the true, of innumer-
able varieties of mind and body, but all united by the blessed
girdle of love to God and love to man.

We have already said that the only literal return of the Jews
to their own land, contemplated by the prqphemes,’was tl}e
return from Babylon THE SECOND TIME, as it is denominated in
Isaiah ; and these prophecies were literally fulfilled in the period
of the literal dispensation which closed with the resurrection of
our Lord. After that, the new spiritual dispensation of Chris-
tianity began, a dispensation of which the Redeemer Himself
said, “Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we
worship : for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh,
and Now 1s, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for THE FATHER SEEKETH SUCH TO
worsHIP HiM. God is a Spirit : and they that worship Him,
must worship Him in spirit and in truth” (John iv. 21-24).

We have already said that the return from Babylon is the
only return referred to in the prophetic writings, so far as. their
literal application goes; and, therefore, the expectation _of
many at the present day that the Jews are to return to Palestine
again, is an error, gathered chiefly from the prophetic declara-
tions which speak of the return of the Jews from Babylon to
their own land, and the restoration of Jerusalem, WHICH WERE
FULFILLED five hundred years before our Lord came into the
world. ) )

Let us notice a few of these declarations.  And it shall
come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand
again, A SECOND TIME, to recover the remnant of His people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam (Media), and from



414 THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM,

Shinar (Babylon), and Hamath, and the isles of the sea” (Isa.
xi. 11).  Again, “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the
Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it
even to the end of the earth; say ye, The Lord hath redcemed
His servant Jacob” (Isa. xlviii. 2o). In Jeremiah also the
language is equally clear. “Like these good figs, so will I
acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah into
the land of the Chaldeans, for their good.. For I will set mine
eyes upon them for good, and I will Lring them again to this
land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I
will plant them, and not pluck them up. And I will give them
a heart to know me, that I am the Lord: and they shall he my
people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me
with their whole heart” (Jer. xxiv. 5-7).

The resurrection of dry bones was a vision to the prophet
Ezekiel, in the land of the Babylonians, where his countrymen
were then prisoners, to represent the approaching end of the
captivity, and the restoration of Israel; the resurrection of the
nation, then politically dead, to their beloved country once
more. “Then, he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Isracl: behold they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
‘Therefore, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God : Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into THE
LAND OF ISRAEL.  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you IN YOUR OWN LAND: then shall ye
know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord” (Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12, 14). -

One other declaration we will cite, and we conceive it will
be abundantly evident that the return of the Israelitish people
and the restoration of Jerusalem, to which the prophets refer,
were the return from Babylon, with the permission to rebuild
Jerusalem, with its temple, after that restoration of the nation.
“For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of firc round
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.  Ho, ho, come
forth and flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord, for 1
have spread you abroad, as the four winds of the heaven, saith
the Lord. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the
DAUGHTER OF BaBvLoN. For thus saith the Lord of hosts,
After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled
you: for he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of Ilis cy«”
(Zech. ii. 5-8).

THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM. \LI§

It is perfectly evident, we trust, that the great captivity from
which the Israelites were to be brought, when they were re-
stored to their own land, was the seventy years’ exile in Baby-
lon, and no other return is even hinted at in the sacred oracles,
and consequently the expectation of those who Imagine that a
restoration of the nation to its ancient glory in Palestine is yet
to be expected, is a mistake. It is a mistake of those who have
not yet learned the grand lesson of Christianity, upon which all
progress aud happiness rest,. ““ The kingdom of God is not lo
here or lo there, but the kingdom of God is within you.”

They who change their hearts from unselfish states by the
power of truth from the Lord Jesus, who grow in love and un-
selfishness, who seek to do away with all prejudices in them-
selves, and rejoice in doing the Lord’s will on earth as it is
done in heaven, who shun all evils as sins against Him, and
abhor all idea of merit or self-righteousness, these will enter the
New Jerusalem, the new city of truth, the holy mountain, for
Christian and for Jew alike, for Catholic and Protestant, black
and white, bond and free. “And the Lord shall be king over
all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and His
name one” (Zech. xiv. 9). o

We have seen that Jerusalem was the type of the Christian
Church, and this is admitted by the teachers of all portions of
Christendom ; the redemption from Egypt wasa type of deliver-
ance from the bondage of sin, by which alone a man becomes
really a Christian. So far so good. ~ What then, after centuries
of glorious existence, would the captivity of Jerusalem to
Babylon mean? Does it not clearly foreshadow that the spiri-
tual, the Christian Jerusalem, would gradually succumb to
Babylon, and be fully degraded, and trpdden under foot, by the
ambitious lust of rule? And has not this been fulfilled?
From what, have the divisions and struggles that have rent the
Christian Church for twelve hundred years arisen but from the
struggles as to who should be greatest? ‘This is the very
essence of Babylon. Let any one read the sweet and simple
pages of the¢ gospel, and then observe the gaudy decorations,
the meretri¢ious pomp and splendour, the high-sounding names
which have been foisted upon Christianity in many lands, and
ask himself is that Christian purity, or Babylonish pride?

With the struggle to be greatest in religion comes contempt
for others, animosity, hate, persecution, sectional heart-burnings,
and sectarian virulence. These are all signs of Babylonish
ambition, not of Christian meekness. When they prevail, Isracl
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is in captivity to Babylon. But, blessed be the name of the
Most High, Israel will be brought out of Babylon. Jerusalem
will be restored to freedom, and be a city of light,—a city of
love. The Lord our God, as our text declares, will dwell n
Zion, His holy mountain. ‘The mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be at the top of the mountains, and above all the hills
(Isa. ii. 2). Or in other words, Love to the Lord Jesus shall
be above all other affections. In the grand solemn silences of
the heart, in its holiest sympathies, which like great mountains
lift themselves up to heaven, this one shall reign supreme, Jesus
is all in all. He is the First and the Last.  His will, of perfect
love, in all things, must be done.

In this inmostly holy sentiment the Lord Himself will dwell.
From the Lord within an impulse will constantly flow forth in
harmony with His Word, and our ears shall hear a word behind
us saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand and when ve turn to the left. Then shall Jerusalem
be holy. Jerusalem shall be, and be called, a city of truth
(Zech. viii. 3). Her inhabitants shall delight in truth, be sanc-
tified by the truth, the Word, which is truth, shall open its glo-
rious streams within her, and all shall know that “there is ariver,
the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the Most High. God is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved. God shall help her and
that right early.” There shall no strangers pass through her any
more. A stranger is one foreign to the spirit of the place, and
a stranger to the spiritual Jerusalem would be one strange to
goodness and truth. Too many strangers have gone through
the Old Jerusalem, defiled her palaces, and made her inhabi-
tants wretched, but no stranger shall pass through the New
Jerusalem. ~ Strangers repel the city from them, or themselves
from the city. When the ambitious or impure strive to enter,
they miss the way and get to Egypt or to Sodom instead.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall sce God; they
shall behold also the city of God, and the glory of God shall
enlighten them. They shall eat of the bread of life, and drink
of the living water. They shall have an inward heaven, and
increase in interior loveliness, until they are called at last to
the realms of eternal joy and peace.

“So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in
Zion, my holy mountain ; then shall Jerusalem be holy, and
there shall no strangers pass through her any more.”




