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every person has the capacity for regeneration, and can be regener-
ated i he chooses.

And as o commentary on the two sections which follow, it ought to
be observed that, in the literal sense, the appeal is apparently made to
the selfish principle of man, certain good things being promised to
those who are obedient, and certain severe punishments threatened
for the wicked; and this is as it should be, since all are first in the
merely. natural state, which renders it necessary that cach should feel
and think and act as from himself, and in the order ol time consider
first how he may provide for himself, and how he may avoid those
calamities which are so apt continually to fall upon mankind. For
if we cannot provide for ourselves and for our familics, so that
neither we nor they shall become a burden upon society, how can
we perform the higher uses, which regard the welfare of others, and
the promotion of the Lord's kingdom among men? It is not at all
necessary, however, to act from sclfish motives in providing for our-
selves, although, with great diligenee, we may take care of our
property, and scee that it is used as it should be, and that it is not
wasted. For it is remarkable that even the Lord Timsell enjoined
such prudence when e said upon a particular oceasion, ** Gather up
the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost ™ (John vi. 12).  Bat
the internal sense of our first section shows us how we may do this,
and vet have higher motives as governing motives.  For what is
represented by the refreshing rain, the fruit of the trees, and the corn
and the wine, are just those very principles which can alone render
man unscliish, since heavenly truth from the Lord, and all the
various kinds of good actions made useful in the natural life, together
with the bread of life which nourishes the soul, and the wine of the
kingdom of God, which gives energy and sterling force of character,
are all unselfish things, which do not regard our own welfare simply
but the love of the Lord, and of the neighbour in all their forms. It is
a fact that sclfish people, indeed, may apply cven these things to
selfish purposes, but all the while the wery truth and goodness they
abuse condenm them, and from their very nature are caleulated to
teicch and urge them on to better things.  And now notice particularly
the next point, with its inevitable corollary, that, notwithstanding so
many appearances to the contrary, good and truth are co-extensive,
and always bring peace and safety and a sccure dwelling-place in the
highest and best sense of those terms.

And now, before lcaving this scction, we have to reflect on the
power of the truth in overcoming evil; on the implantation of remains
and their appropriation ; of the true worship of the Lord; and of the
reason why we are able to worship Iim truly. It is the dictate of
common sense that the Divine Being is omnipotent, and few will
deny this truth. But it is not as well understood in what omnipo-
tence consists, and there are not a few who, while believing that
the Lord can do anvthing, forget that this means anyvthing that is
consistent with Divine Love. [t is impossible, therefore, for Tlim to
do many things, because there are so many which are contrary to
Iis character as Divine Love, and thus e cannot destroy a human
soul; Ile cannot act towards that human soul otherwise than with
love; and even the worst of evil spirits owe their continuance in life

to s never-lailing love.  And, hesides this, the Lord cannot do
anvthing that is wrong, because what is wrong is contrary to His

Divine Laws, which are all from Divine Wisdom. \We see, therefore,
that the omnipotence of our heavenly IFather does not mean the power
of doing everything, but lies in the fact that Ile is the origin of all
power, because He is the origin of all life, and there can be no such
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thing as power without life.  To which, if we add that He is Divine
Order as well as Divine Love, it is still more manifest that He
cannot act contrary to His Order. But being the origin of all power,
as i1s now cvident, we see that the good man or the angel has
power from Him; and also that the wicked have no power, therefore,
against the good; and these considerations illustrate the first of the
Tour points just above named.

And then there are the remains about which so much is said in the
Word, and conscquently in the Writings of the church.  From infancy
to the end ol Tife the Lord is continually storing up these remains
in man; and whether he maikes a good use of them or not, it is
provided that they shall not be absolutely destroyed or lost, although
}\:1111 the infernals this is the casc as far as their consciousness qobs.
Fhey consist of every good and true influence and impression, every
holy affection, and cvery pious thought which people have during
their lives; these are stored up and are reserved by the Lord; they
are those things in him who is to be regenerated upon which the
spirit ol the Lord operates; they are symbolized by water (Gen. i, 2
John i 5)5 and our chapter téaches that when man is regencrated,
they are manifested or implanted in his external man and become
part of his actual life, enriching it and exalting it.  And this

- appropriation it is which is deseribed by cating of the old store long

kept, and by bringing forth the old because of the new. But what,
then, s the result? Tt is that the tabernacle of God is with men,
and that worship is genuine and holy and pure through the complete
dcl_i\'c rance from all evil, which, it is well known, is signified by the
deliverance of the Israclites from their oppressive Lgvptian bondage.

The next scction, which is comparatively a long one, and speaks
of many points in connection with a corrupted church, and the states
through which it passes even to its consummation, nced not, however,
detain us long, considering that all the particulars are explained in
the foregoing notes.  But it is necessary to remember, in reflecting
on those things, that the Lord brings evil and punishment upon no
man; and that the dreadful sulferings which do really occur, and are
represented by the various calamities named, are the natural results
ol evil states, and thus are brought upon the wicked by themselves.
And the reason why the various punishments are ascribed to the Lord,
or why the Lord says that He will Himself do these things, is to
show that He controls all things in the universe both natural and
spiritual, and because bad men, and evil spirits, being in falsities and
evils, by which their minds are weakened and darkened, are apt to
think that the Lord actually punishes them, and that He is the cause
of their sufferings. And carcful reflection will show that it is better
for them that they should thus think, according to their condition
and circumstances. For thus they may be led, while vet in this world,
to e state of external repentance, which may afferwards become
genuine. And il they are in the other life, having confirmed them-
sclves in evil, the persuasion that God inflicts torments upon them, or
permits, or direets that they shall sulfer severely, on account of some
viclations of order, may greatly contribute to restrain them, and bring
¢hem into obedience to the Taws of order in their own particular
sphere, soas to render them willing to perform certain uses of which
they are capable. For every one must, finally, become some form of
use, this being the end of the Divine Government under any circum-
stances or conditions.

But the last section now requires carclul thought, because it not
only shows that those in good, at the end of the church, have the
opportunity of repentance, but also that the wicked even in their
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states of conlirmed evil, are still protected by the Tord, even against
themselves, and are preserved in their life by Him, that they may
become of some use.  And this is the reason why the section is
naturally divided into two parts, the first including verses 40-42, and
the second verses 43-45, while verse 46 is, evidently, a general state-
ment.  The whole of the six verses, however, are included in one
scction, because they unitedly show that the Divine attitude is one
of Tove and merey both to the good and the evil in their final states.

The reason, morcover, for the interpretation here given may be
scen from the consideration that those who confessed their iniquity
clearly denote those who do the work of repentance, and thus those
who are in good at the end of the church, ver. 4o; while those by
whom the land was left, while she enjoyed her sabbaths without them,
as clearly denote those who separated themselves from the church on
account of a confirmed state of evil, ver. 43; and this being so, all the
other terms must be applied accordingly.  And therefore, for example,
accepting * the punishment of their iniquity,” signifies, in one place,
the confession that of themselves they are nothing but impurity, and
in another living and enduring the consequences of their evil; and
also, the interpretation of what is said concerning the wicked in verses
44-43, is according to their character, as described in the latter part
of verse 43, the expression ‘ because, even because ’” involving in the
internal sense confirmation in their state as to the will and under-
standing together, and also internally and externally, since judgments
have relation to what is internal and statutes to what is external.

Hencee, then, we see how o comparison of the two parts of this
section illustrates the subject; and enables us to perceive, and, in
some measure, to realize, how the love and mercy of the Lord are
extended and continued for ever even to the worst of human beings
(Luke xiii. 34-35)-

CHAPTER XXWVII

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. Every one who devotes himself to the Lord deliberately with the
consent of the will and understanding, is estimated according to his
quality or state as to the reception of good in truth from the Lord,
vers. 1-8,

2. Concerning the devotion of the interior natural affections to the
scrvice of the Lord and the estimation of their quality, vers. 9-13.

3. The same with regard to the exterior natural affections, vers.
14-15.

4. Concerning the devotion of the exterior natural man as to truth
to the service of the Lord and its estimation in differing circum-
stances, vers. 16-23.

5. Especially, no one ought to ascribe good to himself, because it
is entirely from the Lord; impure natural good, which is not from
the Lord, is to be replaced by genuine good; no good from the Lord
is to be alicnated, or applied to sclfish purposes; all remains must be

" acknowledged to be from the Lord; all good and truth with man

must be acknowledged to be from the Lord by remains; and no one
is allowed, from his sclf-derived intelligence, to estimate his own
quality, vers. 20-33.

0. And all these are the laws of Divine Order from the influx of
Divine Good into Divine Truth, for the benefit of the spiritual man
out of the pure love and mercy of the Lord, ver. 34.

TieE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

1. And the Lorp spake 1. Further, there is revela-
unto Moses, saving, tion from the Lord by Divine
’ Truth giving the perception,
2. Speak unto the chil- 2. That the spiritual man
dren of Israel, and say unto must be instructed, that every
them, \When a man shall one who devotes himself to
accomplish a vow, the per- the Lord deliberately with the
sons shall be for the Lorp consent of his will and under-
by thy estimation. standing together, is estim-
& ated according to his quality
or state as to the reception of
good in truth from the Lord.
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3- And  thy o estimation
shall be of the male from
twenty vears old even unto
sixtv vears old, even thy
estimation shall  be  fifty
shekels of silver, after the
shekel of the sanctuary.

4. And if it be a female,
then thy estimation shall
be thirty shekels.

5. \nd if it be from five
vears old even unto twenty
vears old, then thy estima-
tion shall be of the male
twenty shekels, and for the
female ten shelkels.

6. And if it be from a
month old even unto five
vears old, then thy estima-
tion shall be of the male five
shekels of silver, and for the
female thy estimation shall
be three shekels of silver.

7. \nd if it be from sixty
vears old and upward; if it
be a male, then thy estima-
tion shall be hlteen shekels,
and for the  female ten
shelkels.

OF LETITICUS

3- -\nd thus those who are
in the intelligence of truth and
wood, through which they are
in the capacity to endure
temptations are, according to
Divine Truth, in a full state
as to the reception ol truth,
which by temptation is to be
conjoined with good.

4. But those who are in
the intclligence of truth from
the affection thereof without
the knowledge, have less
capacity  to endure  tempta-
tions, and cannot worship the
Lord so perfectly. %

5. \gain, those who wor-
ship the Lord, or devote them-
selves to IHim, in a state of
ignorance as to  truth and
oood, are saved because of
their affection for good, but
arc not in combat against evil
from deficiency as to truths;
but their quality if only in the
affection of good is capacity
for salvation by virtue of
remains.

6. But those who are in the
wood of infancy, when faith is
only a germ, and charity is
very little, have the quality of
the spiritual life also small
because there is little truth
conjoined to  alfection; aqd
cven smaller, where there 1s
only affection and no truth.

7. And with those who are
in the good ol wisdom the
result of a full course of
temptations,  the  quality  of
life, when truth is abundant
and conjoined with good, is a
new state in which they act
from love by truth; but when
little truth is conjoined with
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8. But if he be poorer
than thy estimation, then he
shall  be set  before  the
priest, and the priest shall
value him; according to the
ability of him that vowed
shall the priest value him.

0. And if it be a bheast,
whercof men offer an obla-
tion unto the Lorp, all that
any man giveth of such
unto the Lorp shall be
holy.

10. He shall not alter it,
nor change it, a good for a
bad, or a bad for a good :
and if he shall at all change
beast for beast, then both it
and that for which it is
changed shall be holy.

t1. And if it be any un-
ctean beast, of which they
do not olffer an oblation
unto the Lorn, then he
shall set the heast before the
priest s

T2.gme® the priest shall
value it, whether it be good

€C

good their quality is [rom a
[ull state of remains.

8. But those who have no
quality derived from truth are
to be considered from their
state of good, for good pro-
duces truths which express its
quality; and according to
truth from good with him
who devotes himself to the
Lord, is such a person to he
estimated.

9. Also those who devote to
the service of the Lord their
interior natural affections by
acknowledging that they are
from Him, thereby enter into
a state of holiness.

10. Nor is it allowable for
such a person to pass from a
prevailing state of good or
truth, to a prevailing state of
cevil or falsity; nor can he who "
worships from an interior
ruling affection, descend to
onc that is exterior; nor from
an exterior ruling affection
can he ascend to an interior;
but if he fluctuates between
good and evil in the course of
temptation against his own
will, then by victory good is
confirmed and evil is rejected,
both states of confirmation
and rejection being holy.

11. But if any one would
devote his interior natural
affections to the Lord, and yet
they arc impure, then he shall
acknowledge his impurity be-
fore the Lord from his pre-
vailing state of good;

12. And thence, also, he
will know the quality of the
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or bad: as thou the priest
valuest it, so shall it be.

13. But if he will indeed
redeem it, then he shall add
the fifth part thereof unto
thy estimation.

13. And when a man
shall sanetify his house to
he holy unto the Lorb, then
the priest shall estimate it,
whether it be good or bad:
as the priest shall estimate
it, so shall it stand.

15. \nd if he that sancti-
fied it will redeem his house,
then he shall add the fifth
part of the money of thy
estimation unto it, and 1t
shall be his.

16. And if a man shall
sanctify  unto the Lorp
part of the field of his pos-
session, then thy estimation
shall be according to the
sowing thercof : the sowing
of a homer of barley shall
be valued at hifty shekels of
silver.

17. 1f he sanctify his field
from the year of jubile, ac-
cording to thy estimation it
shall stand.

impure natural affections; and
at the same time be able to
cstimate the sincerity of his
worship.

13. And if he truly does the
work of repentance, accord-
ing to that state of worship,
he will be in acknowledgment
from some good of remains as
well.

13. Also when a person
would devote to the Lord, in
worship, his exterior natural
affections  which are recep-
tacles of good, then the quality
of those affections s, again,
according to his prevailing
state as to good, because it is
this which decides concerning
the quality of worship.

15. AAnd if the worshipper
is willing to do the work of
repentance from the Lord, he
will do this by some acknow-
ledgment from his state as to
remains of good, in addition
to- the acknowledgment that
he is in evil; and thus he will
appropriate  good as from
himsell.

16. And when any one will
worship the Lord by devoting
to His service the exterior
natural man as to truth, then
the quality of such worship is,
according to the reccption of
truth, in good, or according to
the good of truth, and the
state will be Tull according to
that good.

17. And lurther, if this state
ol worship is derived from the
marriage of good and truth
in the inmost of his life, then
it will be confirmed and the
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18. But if he sanctify his
field after the jubile, then
the priest shall reckon unto
him the money according to
the years that remain unto
the vear of jubile, and an
abatement shall be made
from thy estimation.

19. And if he that sancti-
fied the field will indeed re-
deem it, then he shall add
the fifth part of the money
of thy estimation unto it,
and it shall he assured to
him.

20. \nd if he will not re-
deem the field, or if he have
sold the fhield to another
man, 1t shall not be re-
deemed any more :

21. But the field, when it
goeth out in the jubile, shall
be holy unto the Lorp, as a
field devoted ; the possession
thereof shall be the priest’s.

22. And if he sanctify
ung the Lorp a field which
he Bath bought, which is
not of the field of his pos-
session

3- Then the priest shall
reckon unto him the worth

cc2
L]

statc of good will be perma-
nent.

18. But if this state of wor-
ship is not derived from such
inmost conjunction, but looks
forward to it, then from good
its quality will be according to
acquired truth implanted in
good during the course of re-
generation, and consequently
will be less perfect in the
beginning.

19. But if the worshipper
will persevere in doing the
work of repentance from his
state of good then he will not
only worship the Lord from
the good of repentance, but
will also acknowledge, from
some good of remains, that he
receives continually new life
from the Lord, and his state
of good will be confirmed.

20. But if such worship is
only temporary, and repent-
ance does not follow ; or if his
good is alienated through con-
firmation in evil, then his
redemption is impossible.

21. But in the Judgment
every state of worship from
the good of truth with man
will have been, so far, to his
advantage, because it was a
holy state both as to truth and
good; for all such states are
from the Lord.

22. And moreover, if such
a state of worship is only put
on, or acquired from merely
external  motives, and not
from genuine good;

23. Then the quality of such
worship will be discerned from
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of thy estimation unto the
year of jubile: and he shall
give thine estimation in that
day, as a holy thing unto
the Lorbp.

24. In the vear of jubile
the field shall return unto
him of whom it was bought,
even to him to whom the
possession ol the land be-
longeth.

25. And all thy estima-
tions shall be according to
the shekel of the sanctuary :
twenty gerahs shall be the
shekel.

20. Only the firstling
among beasts, which is
made a firstling to the
[LorD, no man shall sanctify
it; whether it bhe ox or
sheep, it is the Lorp’s.

27. And if it be of an
unclean beast, then he shall
ransom it according to
thine estimation, and shall
add unto it the fifth part
thereof : or if it be not re-
deemed, then it shall be sold
according to thy estimation.

28. Notwithstanding, no
devoted thing, that a man
shall devote unto the Lorb
of all that he hath, whether
of man or beast, or of the
field of his possession, shall

OF LEVITICUS

good, according to Divine
Truth, with respect to what
the inmost state of the wor-
shipper is or will be in the
Judgment, and he will be com-
pelled  to  acknowledge that
genuine good was wanting ;

24. And in the Judgment it
will be seen to be from the
Lord, from whom is all good,
with the man who has acquired
it by regenceration.

25. And the estimation of
Divine Truth concerning the
state of man, is according ’to
truth derived from good.

26. And  good which is
prior to truth, and is to be
ascribed to the Lord, no man
ought to claim as his own;
whether it be natural good or
spiritual good, it is [rom the
Lord.

27. But impure natural good
which is not from the Lord, is
to be replaced by genuine good
through Divine Truth; and in
this way, good is to be
acquired in the natural man
by some acknowledgment from
remains; and if the work of
repentance is not performed,
merely natural good is then
rejected because it is not in
harmony with Divine Truth.

28. Morcover, no alfection
or power that a man devotes
to the Lord, from that life
which seems to be his own, or
at his own disposal, whether
it be internal, interior, or ex-
ternal, is to be alienated 6r
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be sold or redeemed : every
devoted thing is most holy
unto the lLLorb.

29. None devoted, which
shall be devoted of men,
shall be ransomed ; he shall
surely be put to death.

30. And all the tithe of
the land, whether of the seed
of the land, or of the fruit
of the tree, is the Lorp’s :
it is holy unto the Lorb.

31. AAnd if a man will
redeem aught of his tithe,
he shall add unto it the fifth
part thereof.

32. And all the tithe of
the herd or the flock, what-
soever passeth under the
rod, the tenth shall be holy
unto the Lorp. ’

33- Ile shall not search
whether it he good or had,
neither shall he change it :
and~if he change it at all,
then both it and that for
which it is changed shall be
holy:¥it shall not be re-
deemed.

applied to sclfish and worldly
purposes; it is to be {fully
ascribed to the Lord.

29. And, in short, nothing
which is devoted to the Lord
from internal acknowledgment
can be alienated by selfish
love; it is fully ascribed to
the Lord by the conjunction of
truth with good, and there-
fore the old life must be re-
jected, and the new life must
be cternal.

30. And, also, all remains
with man whether remains of
truth or of good, are from the
Lord; they arc stored up in
the man from the Divine
mercy.

31. And in order that man
may appropriate good to him-
self as if it were his own, by
the work of repentance, he
must acknowledge, from some
good of remains, that it is
entirely from the Lord.

32. And therefore all natural
and spiritual good, which are
acquired by the power of the
truth, by man acting as from
himself, are to be acknow-
ledged to be from the Lord by
remains.

33. For a man may not,
from his self-derived intelli-
gence estimate his own quality
as to good or cvil; nor is it
allowable to go back from
good to evil; if, in the fluctua-
tions of temptations, he fall
into evil, he must worship the
Lord both by resistance to
cvil, and determination to
good, and, in this case, hoth
states are sanctified; nor can
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man then pass from a state of
good and truth to a state of
cvil and falsity.

34 These are the com- 34. And all these are the
mandments, which the LORD  j4ws of Divine Order from the
commanded Moses for the influx of Divine Good into
children of Israel in mount Divine Truth, for the beneft

Sinai. of the spiritual man, out of
the pure love and mercy of
the Lord.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

This is cevident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 20015 by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7o10; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822,

2. Speaking unto the children of Isracel, and saving unto them,
denotes that the spiritual man must be instructed, 3654, 7304; a man
accomplishing a vow denotes one who devotes himself to the Lord
deliberately, with the consent of the will and understanding together,
3732, 3880; and the persons being for the Lord by **thy estimation,”
denotes that such o one is estimated according to his quality or state
as to the reeeption of good in truth from the Lord, 2001, Fo10.

It is here to be understood, in the highest sense, that only Divine
Truth discerns the real quality of the worship of every one, and in
a lower sense, that while good is the essence of the life of every
regenerated man, truth is the form of that life, and therefore reveals
the quality thereof.

The estimation of a male, 723, twenty years old, denotes those
who are in the intelligence of truth and good, 2280, 10,225; even unto
sixty vears old denotes through which they are in the capacity to
endure temptations, 3306, 8888 ; even thy estimation denotes according
to Divine Truth, 7o10; fifty shekels of silver denotes a full state as to
the reception ol truth, 22061, 423, 29359; and alter the shekel of the
sanctuary denotes *“which by temptation is to be conjoined with
good,” 2930, 3210.

4. L0t be a female the estimation being thirty sheleels, denotes that
those who are in the intelligence of truth from the alfection thereof
without the know lcd«'o have less capacity to endure temptations, and
cannot worship the | Jord so perfectly, 723, 2270.

5. From five years old to twenty denotes those who worship the
Lord, or devote themsclves to Him, in a state of ignorance as to truth
and "ood 2280; thy estimation denotes accorqu to Divine Truth,
colo; twenty shekels for a male denotes salvation on account of good
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with some truth, but not sufficient for combat, 2280, %725; and ten
shekels for a female denotes that the quality, if only in the affection
of good, is capacity for salvation by virtue of remains, 2280, 725.

6. It being from a month old even unto five years old, denotes those
who are in the good of infancy, when faith is only a germ and
charity is very little, 2280, 10,223; thy estimation denotes according
to Divine Truth, %o10; for a male five shekels of silver denotes the
quality of spmtunl life small, because there is little truth conjoined
to alfection, 723, 6349, 10,223; and for a female three shelkels of silver
denotes even smaller when there is only affection and no truth, 723,

4495°, 10,223.

7. It being from sixty years old and upwards denotes those who
are in the "()l)d of wisdom the result of a full course of temptations,
10,225 ; lh_v estimation denotes according to Divine Truth, 7oro; for
a male fiftecen shekels denotes the quality of life when truth is
abundant and conjoined with good in a new state, in which they act
from love by truth, 10,225, 8400, 9296%; and for a female ten shekels
denotes that when little truth is conjoined with good their quality is
from a full state of remains, 10,223, 5706.

8. Il he be poorer than thy estimation being set before the priest
denotes that those who have no quality derived from truth are to be
considered from their state of good, 7010, 4459%, 9046; the priest
valuing him denotes that good produces truths which express its
quality, 4985; and according to the ability of him that vowed the
priest valumg him denotes that according to truth from good with
him who devotes himself to the Lord is such a person to be estim-
ated, 8304, 3732, 3880, 99406.

9. By a beast is denoted in relation to a man, or a “soul,” interior
natural affection, 1823; by offering an oblation is denoted that it
is from the Lord, 349, 5019; and all that any man giveth of such
unto the Lord being holy, denotes a state of holiness from true
acknowledgment in worship, Soj2.

10. Not altering it, nor changing it, denotes that it is not allowable
for such a person to pass from a prevailing state of good or truth
to a prevailing state of evil or falsity, 1463, 683; not changing a good
for & bad, nor a bad for a good, denotes that he who \\orshlps from
an interior ruling alfcdmn cannot descend to one that is exterior;
and the reverse, 1270, 1377; and if he shall at all change beast for
beast, both it and that for which it is changed being holy, denotes
that if man fluctuates between good and evil in the course of tempta-
tion, against his own will, then by victory, good is confirmed and
cvil is rejected, both states of confirmation and rejection being holy,
1823, Sogz2, 8y7.

11. It being any unclean beast of which they do not offer an
oblation unto the Lord, setting the beast before the priest, denotes
that if any once would devote his interior natural affections to the
Lord, and yet they are impure, then he shall acknowledge his im-
purity before the Lord from his prevailing or ruling state of good,
10,130, 9940.

The priest valuing it whether it be good or bad, denotes that
lheme also he will know the quality of the impure natural affections,’
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that is, from his state of good, 9946, 10,217; and ‘““as thou the priest
valuest it so shall it be,” denotes that at the same time he will be
able to estimate the sincerity of his worship, 9946, 10,217.

13. 11 he will indeed redeem i, his adding the fifth part thereof
unto thy estimation, denotes that if he truly does the work of repent-
ance, according to that state of worship, he will be in acknowledg-
ment f[rom some good of remains as well, 2900, 01350,

14. Sanctifying his house unto the Lord denotes devoting to the
Lord, in worship, his exterior natural affections, which are receptacles
of good, 1488, Soq2; the priest estimating it whether it be good or
bad, denotes that the quality of those allections is still according
fo his prevailing state as to good, o6 and as the priest estimates
so it standing, denotes *hecause it is this which decides concerning
the quality in worship,” 7724, 10,217,

15. He that sanctified it redeeming his house, and adding the fifth
part of the money of thy estimation unto it, and it then being his,
denotes that if the worshipper is willing to do the work of repentance
from the Lord, 24966, he will do this by some acknowledgment from
his state as to remains of good in addition to the acknowledgment
that he is in evil, 61505 and it being his denotes that thus he will
appropriate good as from himself, 1488,

16. A man sanctifying unto the Lord a part of the field of his
possession, denotes that when any one worships the Lord by devoting
to his service the exterior natural man as to truth, 3982, S8o42; this
estimation denotes according to Divine Truth, %o010; according to the
sowing thercof denotes that the quality of such worship is, as to the
reception of truth in good, 2725 and the sowing of @ homer of
harley being valued at (ifty shekels of silver, denotes according 1o
the good of truth, and that the state will be full, according to that
g’uod, Q273 102602 72062, 2201 425, 2059

17. “Tf he sanctify his field from the vear of jubile, according to
thy estimation it shall stand,” denotes that if this state of worship is
derived from the marriage of good and truth, in the inmost of his
life, then it will be confirmed, and the state of good will be permanent,
4982, 8042, 8802, 7010, 4920.

18, Sanctifving his ficld after the jubile denotes a state of worship
not derived from such inmost conjunction, but looking forward to it,
8802; the priest reckoning unto him the money according to the
vears that remain unto the vear of jubile, denotes that from good its
quality will he according to acquired truth implanted in good during
the course of regenceration, ggj6, 10,217, 725, 2906.

1. e that sanctified the feld indeed redeeming it adding the Gfth
part of the estimation unto ity and it being assured to him, denotes
that if the worshipper will persevere in doing the work of repentance
from his state of good, then he will noc only worship the Lord from
the good of repentance, but will also acknowledge from some good of
remains, that he receives continually new life from the Lord; and
his state of good will he confirmed, 4982, Sog2, 2000, 0150, 4920.

20. Not redeeming the field denotes that such worship is only
temporary, and that repentance does not follow, 2006; selling the field
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to another man denotes good alienated in consequence of confirmation
in evil, 47358; and the field not being redeemed any more, denotes that
there is confirmation in evil; otherwise redemption would still he
possible, 4747.

21, The field, when it goeth out in the jubile, being holy unto the
Lord, denotes that, in the Judgment, every state of worship {from the
cood of truth will have been, so far, to the advantage of the wor-
shipper, 4982, Sog2, 88025 *‘as a devoted field,” in the opposite sense,
denotes what is utterly condemned from confirmation in falsity and
evil, grg3; but in the best sense, what is holy since it was worship
from truth and good, Soj2; and the possession thercof being the
pricst’s denotes that all such states are from the Lord, 9946.

22, Sanctifying unto the Lord a field which he hath bought, which
is not of the ficld of his possession, denotes that if such a state of
worship is only put on, or acquired, from merely external motives,
and not from genuine good, 8042, 4982, 2967, 4397.

23. The priest reckoning unto him the worth of thy estimation,
denotes that the quality of such worship will be discerned from good,
according to Divine Truth, 9946, 10,217, 7010; unto the year of jubile
denotes with respect to what the worshipper is, or will be, in the
Judgment, as to his inmost state, 8802; and giving thy estimation,
in that day, as a holy thing unto the Lord, denotes that he will be
compelled to acknowledge, in that state, that genuine good was
wanting, 29606, 8802, 7010, 2119.

,24. In the vear of jubile the field returning unto him of whom it
was bought ¢ven to him to whom the possession of the land belong-
cth, denotes that in the judgment, genuine good will be seen to be
from the Lord, from whom is all good with the man who has acquired
it by regeneration, 8802, 4982, 2028-9, 7833, 3239.

23. All “thy estimation” being according to the slhickel of the
sanctuary, denotes that the estimation of Divine Truth concerning
the state of man is according to truth derived from good, 10,221,
2939 ; and twenty gerahs being a shekel denotes all remains of good,

10,232,

26. The firstling among beasts denotes good which is prior to
truth, 3323%; made a firstling to the Lord denotes, evidently, what is
ateribed to the Lord, 5619; no man (ish) sanctifying it denotes that
no onc ought to claim it as his own, as well as that the mere know-
ledge of truth does not produce a state of holiness, 3323%; and it
being the Lord's, whether it be ox or sheep, denotes that whether
it be natural good or spiritual good it is from the Lord, 5913, 6126,

27, An unclean beast denotes impure natural good, 46, 10,1303
ransoming it according to thy estimation denotes that it is to be
replaced by genuine good through Divine Truth, 8078, 7010; adding
the fifth part thereof denotes that in this way good 1s to he acquired
in the natural man by some acknowledgment from remains, 613565
it not being redeemed denotes il the work of repentance is not per-
formed, 2006, SozS; and it being sold according to thy estimation
denotes that merely natural good is then rejected because it is not
in harmony with Divine Truth, 46, 4738, 7o10.

28. No devoted thing that a man shall devote unto the Lord, of all
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that he hath, whether of man or beast, or of the field of his posses-
sion, being sold or redeemed, denotes that no affection or power that
a man devotes to the Lord, from that life which secems to be his own,
or at his own disposal, whether it be internal, interior or external,
is to be alienated or applied to selfish and worldly purposes, 9193,
8042, 2001, 7424, 4082, 4738, 2906, S078; and any devoted thing being
most holy unto the Lord, denotes that it is to be fully ascribed to the
Lord, Sog2.

2g. None devoted, which shall be devoted of men being ransomed
but surely put to death, denotes that nothing which is devoted to the
Lord from internal acknowledgment can be alienated by selfish love;
it is fully ascribed to the Lord by the conjunction of truth with good;
and thercfore the old life must be rejected, and the new life must be
clernal, 9193, 083, 2960, 4738, 1408, 1854,

30. Al the tithe of the land, whether of seed of the land or of the
fruit of the tree, being the Lord’s; and being holy unto the Lord,
denotes that, in fact, all remains, with man, whether remains of
truth or wood, are from the Lord; and are stored up in man from the
Divine Merey, 570, 57, Soj2.

31. .\ man willing to redeem aught of his tithes adding the fifth
part, denotes that, in order that man may appropriate good to himself,
as il it were his own by the worke of repentance, he must acknow-
ledge, from some good ol remains that it is entirely from the Lord,
2900, 0130.

32. All the tithe of the herd or the flock, whatsoever passeth under
the rod, the tenth being holy unto the Lord, denotes that, therefore,
all natural and spiritual good, which are acquired by the power of
the truth, by man acting as from himsell, are to be acknowledged (o
be from the ford by remains, 376, 3013, 0120, 4870, 2001.

33- Not scarching whether it be good or bad, neither changing it,
denotes that & man may not from his self-derived intelligence estimate
his own quality as to good or evil; nor is it allowable to go baclk
from good to cvil, 3162, 1270, 1377 ; if he change it at all, then both
it and that for which it is changed being holy, denotes that if in the
fluctuations of temptations he fall into evil, he must worship the
Lerd both by resistance to evil and by determination to good, 1823,
S47, Sog2; and its not being redeemed denotes that neither can man
then pass from o stade of good and truth to astate of evil and falsity;
or in other words, that o man cannot claim as his own the good
and truth of remains which are wholly from the Lord, by the work
of redemption, 2¢60.

34 These being the commandments, which the Lord commanded
Moses for the childeen of Israel in Mount Sinai, denotes that all
these are the Lows of Divine Order, from the influx of Divine Good
into Divine Truth for the benefit of the spiritual man out of the pure
love and merey of the Lord, 2034, 29351, 2001, 7010, 3034, 8733.

We may depend upon it that there is a very good reason for the
order in which the literal sense of the Word is given; in some cases
we are not able to discover any reason; and in others we may
be able to do so with more or less certainty.  But we cannot tell
from the literal or historical sense alone why one part comes before
or after anotber, nor which book of the Word should come before
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or alter another. We know that we have the Word at the present
time with the books, and the parts of the books arranged in a certain
order; and there is a certain mode of investigation called the Higher
Criticism which, considering the books of the Word as if they were
merely human literature, goes to show that those books were not
written or composed in the order in which we have them. And in
fact, the higher criticism concludes that the five books usually
ascribed to Moses were not all written by him, but that some one
else, hundreds ot years afterwards, wrote onc or more of them. But
surcly weight is to be attached to the general belief continued from
age to age, and no doubt weli founded on certain things said in the
Word itself concerning these books. And we have mentioned this
subject now because the last verse of the chapter just finished, and
the last verse of the present chapter, is one of those things, and its
testimony is that the book of Leviticus was written by Moses as a
continuation of the Divine laws delivered to him in Mount Sinai.
That this is the case also is evident from the frequent repetition of
the words “* The Lord spake unto Moses, saying,” combined with the
fact that the beginning of Leviticus is evidently a continuation of
IExodus, the Lord delivering the laws concerning the sacrifices from
the tent ol meeting. Thus, then, it clearly appears that Moses him-
sclf wrote, under Divine inspiration and guidance, both the book of
Leviticus and the book of IExodus, and this is confirmed from what
is said in lixod. xvii. 14, and xxiv. 4, 7. But now, turning (o
Num. xxxiii. 2, we find the statement that Moses wrote at the com-
mandment of the Lord, an account of the journevings of the Israclites
from Egypt to the promised land, and thus was the writer of the
book of Numbers; while also, turning to Deut. xxxi. 24-26, we find
that he also wrote the bool of Deuteronomy, or more correctly,
the whole Pentateuch, because this ““book of the law’ was also
called the “boole of the covenant” with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,
and therefore contained the book of Genesis (chap. xxvi. 42-43;
2 Kings xxiii. 2, 21).

Thus, then, we see that the Word itself, in the Old Testament,

distinetly aflirms that Moses was the writer of all the books generally

ascribed to him, which, as a matter of fact, constituted only one
complete worle. 1t is not surprising, therefore, that the New Testa-
ment speaks of all these as parts of the law of Moses. See for
examples Matt. xix. 4-8; Luke xx. 37; Matt. viii. 4; Luke xvi. 31.
Proceeding now with the subject before us, we remark that it is
concerning the estimation or valuation of certain persons and things
by Moses and the priests.  And thus in the literal sense it is a
limited estimation.  But spiritually it is not so. IFor the internal
sense is the universal sense, and has relation to mankind generally,
and not to a particular nation, or to particular individuals in the
nation.  The estimation of Moses therefore is the Tord’s estimation
of every one by 1lis Divine Truth. And there is never the slightest
mistake in the Lord’s estimation of any onc.  And, morcover, every
person will have his position assigned to him to eternity according
to the Lord's estimation.  And this is so certain that the position is
determined and fixed in heaven or in hell according to our life in the
world into which we are born because this world is the basis or the
foundation upon which the life of each of us is built. And this
thought shows the importance of what we have here to study.
Next, however, it must be observed that although the estimation
is the Lord's it is intended that man should understand it. To be
worth a certain number of shekels, especially for a human being,
appears very strange.  But when we remember that numbering,
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measuring and weighing, in the internal sense, have relation to the
discovery of our own quality, as to love and intelligence, we sce that
estimating ourselves and others, by means of power from the Lord
to do so carrectly, is o most valuable accomplishment.  For although
it ix certainly the Lord and the Word from Whom and by which
all estimation takes place, vet it is the man himsclf who actually
fixes his own destiny, so that whatever it may be at last, he will
always be perfectly satisfied with it And that is why it is written,
*So teach us to number our days that we may get us a heart of
wisdom " (Ps. xe. 12). Now we all understand this, and even without
a critical knowledge of what are called correspondences, we feel the
immensity and gravity of what we have to do. It is indeed exceed-
ingly valuable to be able, from the Lord, to estimate the persons and
things cven in this natural world.  The men who can do this most
successfully, and properly apply their knowledge, are the best men;
and those who cannot do this are, comparatively, of less value.
But under any circumstances, the value of one human being is so
great, compared with evervthing clse, that the Lord does not allow
any human being to be lost in the absolute sense of the term.  There
is a great difference between an angel and an infernal, because they
are opposites, like good and evil, and truth and falsity.  But all the
same, in the sight of the Lord, the worst evil spirit is worth taking
carc of ; and, of course, no one is ever compelled to be an evil spirit
if he does not like to. And we know that we never shall see things
from the point of view of the Infinite.  But with our finite capacities
we are able, from the Lord, to be quite sure that no one could live
in an cternal existence without being satisfied with his freely chosen
life, and also without the unavoidable restraints involved in it.
Having considered the general truths connected with our subject,
we may now take a general view also of the contents of this interest-
ing deseription. Tt will have been noticed by the student that the
four states deseribed in the first section are all explained in the place
referred to, namely, 10,225; and as this explanation is very clear,
it is not necessary further to enlarge on it now than to consider one
or two points of a practical character.  First, then, there is the fact
that progression in regencration is gradual, and is deseribed by the
different periods of man's natural life.  Now regeneration is differ-
ently deseribed in different parts of the Word.  FFor it is like a journey
from once place to another; or it is compared to the cultivation of the
ground.  In one place it is called a work of creation, or in another
it is said to be a new birth ; and by these differing descriptions various
truths concerning it are made manifest in the spiritual sense of the
Word.  But in every case it is gradual; and we have first the blade,
then the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear. And it affords
us some comfort to know that we must reach the kingdom of heaven
by taking one step at a time. There is one thing, however, in the
first scetion of this chapter that must be noticed.  \We are not to
understand that every one is regenerated exactly as he advances
from infancy to old age. Perhaps we may consider that this may
be the case in certain instances; but observation and experience prove
that the actual process may commence early or late in life; and that
with some it does not take place at all. Thus, then, some persons
may be only in the initiatory state symbolized by the period of natural
life from infancy to five or ten vears, when they are actually forty
years of age, and vet the correspondence of the state of regencration
to that of the natural state called infancy may and does still hold
good.  And clearly it is necessary that we should remember this.
And another point is, that the different periods of life are not
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mentioned in regular order here, but the third commences the series,
and is followed by the sccond, the first and the fourth, the section
closing with the valuation of the poor by the priests and not by
Moses.  Now why is this? It seems to be because the general
subject of the whole chapter is the state of the Spiritual Church, and
that, thercfore, what relates to spiritual things takes the precedence,
being desceribed as to their internal, and then as to their external
states, by the third period and the second, while what relates to
things celestial Tollows, and is described first as to the innocence of
ignorance, and sccondly as to the innocence of wisdom, denoted
respectively by first and fourth periods. But those who are poor
signify persons of every class, who, from their state, can only
be estimated as to good, and as to truth proceeding thence; and
now follows, therefore, in order, what relates to the natural affec-
tions, interior and exterior, and also to the natural intellectual
powers, or to the affections for knowledge as well as to the natural
delights.  And in reflecting on the particulars given in the fourth
scction, we cannot but be reminded of the searching character of
the Word of the Lord by which every one is judged and estimated
exactly according to his life, and of the absolute necessity of genuine
repentance from the very best and highest motives. And we may,
in this connection, profitably apply to ourselves the words of the
psalm, “* Secarch me, O God, and know my heart : try me, and know
my thoughts; and sce if there be any wicked way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting ”” (Ps. exxxix. 23-24).

And finally, who does not see from even a cursory glance at the
spiritual truths contained in the last two sections, that they are of
immense practical importance? TFor how very much disposed are we
all, during the fluctuating states of our life, not only to ascribe the
good which we do to our own intelligence and prudence, forgetting
that it is the Lord from Whom all the power comes, but we are also
greatly inclined to mistake our merely natural impulses to be kind
and generous for real goodness!  We learn from these teachings of
the Word, however, that we ought properly to discriminate, and apply
to the Lord, so that we may acquire the ability as we advance in
regeneration to perccive the quality of merely natural affections, and
to reject them, as well as to do real good, without claiming anv
merit for it; and we may be certain indeed that this ability will
come to us just in proportion as our acknowledgment of the Lord is
more and more from the heart, combined with an enlightened recep-
ti})n of Divine Truths, and their application to the purposes of daily
life.

THE END



