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of the Divine Incamation ill the person of
our Lord, He came for our salvation, out
of l)ure love; [111c1 the" new couuuandrncnt '
of love, is therefore enforced with great earn­
estness. I-Ie \VJ.S "nl~11ifeste(1 that I-Ic l1ligllt
c1estroy the works of the devil," and so the
renunciation of sin and its works, :111c1 a lov­
illg and holy obedience, are held 111) as the
criterion of discipleship. Spiritual conjunc­
tion with the Lord and a life 'i l l the atmos­
phere of H is love is the pervading idea,

TIle true CODling to the Lord, and the
Father ill I-IiIII , for salvation, is a practical
corning ; the proof of union with Him is
a likeness to Him ill spirit and abedience to
His COlll111Cll1c1111ClltS. Those \VI10 profess to
kJ10\V God and His salvation, while they walk
ill darkness and still allow themselves to re­
main ill Sill, are liars a11(1 the tru 1.11 is not ill
them. - C]18.1). i. 5-7; ii. 6; iii. 5-1 0 , 24;
v. 4, S, IS. The sum of all the Divine attri­
butcs is love. He that loves his brother
dwells ill the light; whilc he who hates him
abides ill darkness. The efforts after sancti­
fication 3.11(1 the true life l11USt be made ill

111111l1)le reliance 011 the D ivine Spirit. Those
whose hearts are fi Heel w!th love, arc raised
above fear, into true confi:lcnce and the at­
mosphere of gC1luine l)rayer.

These fundamental characteris tics of the
true Christian rcligioll are restated in a variety
of forms and c: in l1l: Ct i .Jn ~ ~, 111inglc(1 wi tII aP:
1) r0 I)riatea<111 H ) 11 i t ion.: a III 11) rU ill i ~; L':.,• f\ 11 <1 110

where else ill the Apostolic Writings will be
found so IUIUi110l1S a setting forth of the duties
of religion and the principles of the genuine
spiritual and regenerate life. III orcler to in­
vite 8.11(1 appropriate the Divine operation 011

the SOl11, we l11USt continue ill the light and
life of I-Ii:) commandrnents.

.t\11 classes of believers are acldressecl, as by
one \VI10 has a most affectionate care for their
souls ; first the "little children," next the
"yOllllg men,' and lastly the "fathers.' '- ii.
12-1 4 .

III closing our notes 011 this Epistle there
is one important change ill the text to be
mentioned, which has been Inade ill the
~'IZevisccl" N ew Testament. 011 turning to
chapter five ill the New Version the reader
will discover that the passage constituting
verse 7 a11c1 a part of 8 in the Old Version,
has been left out. And he will observe, too,
that the sellse now is more harmonious and
connected than ill the 0lel. It is omitted
because it is found to have been all interpo­
lation.

The lJassage relates to "tIle three that bear
record ill heaven," and the other "t11ree
that bear witness 01'l ear/lz / "* and was the
most prominent passage formerly reliecl upon
to sustain the tri-personal theory of the Di­
ville Trinity. Remarking 011 this change, the
" Companion to ' the Revised Version of the
N ew 'Testament ' has the following remarks,
IJage 4 1 .

* rr'l-.~ italicised words are omitted in VP,",C'£> '? 0.
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" The whole of these verses bearing' u1)on
what is kI10\V11 as 'the heavenly witnesses,'
has been omitted in the Revised \/crsion,
1'11is omission is one of the 1110St induhi table
results of textual criticism, The words left
out call be proved to have 110 claim whatever
to a place ill the text of Scripture, None of
the uncial manuscripts contain them, None
of the ancient versions represent them. None
of the Fathers quote them, even when argu­
ing 011 the subject of the Trinity." And agaill
on page 42, it COl1tinues:-

"No defender of the gCl1uineness of I.
JOHN \T. 7, 8, will probably arise in the future.
TIle controversy regarcling the l)assage is [in­
ished, and will never be renewed." }\11(1 in
conclusion, l)age 43 ;-" so decidedly have
the minds of all scholars been made 111) as to
the spuriousness of the words, that they have
been omitted in the Revised Version, without
a line evell 011 the lllarg'ill to indicate that t.hey
11ac1 ever been admitted to a place ill the S3.­

creel text."
Their removal from the Scripture will facil­

itate the return to true doctrine. The prirni­
tive Church did not have the (logllla of "three
co-equal Divine l)CrSOl1S, elwell]ng togcther
from eternity, each of which was by himself
Lorcl and God." This was a later invention.
1'11e Apostolic and primi tivc doctrine is that
of Father, SOIl and Holy Spirit, as three not
fully defined Divine Essentials, embodied ill

the 011e PerS011 of our Lord God and Saviour
Jcsus Christ.

TIle second and third Epistles of J01111 are,
like the first, believecl to have been written at
Ephesus. From the comparative silence of
primitive antiquity concerning them, and be­
cause the allthor at the beginning of each
calls himself "The Elder," instead of "all

Apostle," lllallY have conjectured that they
were written by J 01111 "tIle Presbyter," who
succeeded the Apostle J 01111 at Ephesus, and
that their elate is therefore a generaticn later.
1'11is 110\VeVe1" is improbable. As they are so
short and special ill their contents, it is 110t
surprising that the earliest Fathers should
0111it QUOti11g them, For all Apostle to call
himself IJy another title was not U11COll1l110I1;
Peter, j ames, and Jucle did the same.» Be­
sides, eight of the thirteen verses comprising
the second Epistle are also fOU11Cl in the first,
so interwoven ill the text as to SI10vV that the
t\VO had the same author, and that the second
was written very S0011 after the first, while the
general subject "vas still quite fresh ill the
writer's 111i11Cl.

As S0011 as the Church came to pay more
particular attention to these things, being
found among the sacred writings, they were
retained there as authentic and apostolic.
TIley are quoted as Scriptures by Aurelius in
the council of Carthage, A. D. 256, showing
that at that time they 111LISt have been widely
receivecl. They have also the testimony of



17 2 BIBLE I\Lt\NU1\L. THE SEVEN GENERAL EPISTLES. 173

Clement of Alexandria, i\lCX8.11Cler of Alexan­
dria, Dionysius, Ircnrcus, Jerome, and ]~pll­

rem Syrus. III the fifth century they were
almost universally received.

'TIlle second is addressed to all" elect lacly
and her children." They are exhorted to
persevere ill Christian love, and to 1icware
of false teachers, refusing to receive, them.
'I'herc is a closing' greeting from the children
of all " Elect Sister."

The third is addressed to one "Gains," a
" beloved " brother, member of a certain
Church ill which there was also one "l)iot­
rephes, \VI10 had set himself against the
Apostolic authority and doctrine, Gains is
commended for his faithfulness, piety, and
charity, Diotrephcs is rebuked. And :111­

other brother, Del11etrillsJ is spoken of as hav­
ing "a good report of all 111ell, and of the
truth itself" 'I'11c Apostle closes by saying
that he S0011 I10IJCS to C0111e to them ill

l)erSOll.

1\1nell conjecture as well as inquiry has
been expended in the effort to identify the
Cains here ~Hl(lrcssed, as several of that name
are mentioned ill the New Testamcnt ; and
also to discover the particular Church of
which he was a member. Nothing however
is really known about eithcr ; the only strong
probability being that the latter was one of
the Seven Churches of Asia, to which the
Apestle's personal oversight extended.

THE EPISTLE OF JUDE.

TIle author of this Epistle speaks of him­
self as "tIle servant of Jesus Christ and
brother of James.' He has been widely SllP­

poseel to have been the Apostle Jude or Ju­
das, called also Lebbaeus and Thaddeus.
This view has been sustained by many learned
critics of both ancient and modern times. It
is held by those 'VI10 identify the Apostle with
Judc the brother of our Lorcl according to
the flesh. III opposition to this view there
ll1ay be citeel a list equally as long that this
Jucle was not the Apostle.

This is supposed to be implied by the con­
tents of verse 17, where the writer speaks of
worels that have been spoken before by " the
Apostles of our Lorcl Jesus Christ.'

However this question l11ay be finally de­
ciclecl, there is no reasonable doubt that the
writer of the Epistle was the " J uclas " named
ill J\1Al'I'. xiii. 55 .; MARK vi. 3, as one of the
brethren of Jesus ; the brother also of J ames,
the author of the Epistle of that name. 1'11e
pobability is that it was written at Jerusalem,
110t far from A. D. 65, and acldressecl to con­
verts from Judaism residing in Palestine. It
began to be received as authentic as early as
A. D. 170; continuing to gain ill favor as it
became known, it was finally included ill t.he
canon of Scripture by COlnl110l1 consent.

The writer exhorts his readers" to contend
earnestly for the faith once for all delivered to
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the saints ; " and the remainder of the Epistle
is almost entirely devoteel to a description of
the adversaries of the faith. They are certain
"1Llngocl1y men," who, having crept into the
Churches unawares, are bent upon "turlling
the grace of Gael into lasciviousness." He
speaks of their unnatural lusts, and cites from
the 01el Testament a 11l1111ber of instances
ill which evil doers have been visi teel even ill

this world with Divine Judgments and pun­
ishment. Towards the close he reminds
them that the Apostles of our Lorel had al­
reaely foretolel the alJI)earallce of such cor­
rupters and elestroyers of the faith. In this
case the denunciations are 110t clirecteel so
much against false teachings as against cor­
rupt practices in the life. 111 this respect the
Epistle has all important use and warning for
all time.

The style of the writinr; is impassioned and
impetuous to a lligh clegree; the strongest
images and 1110St expressive epithets being
employed to depict the polluted character of
the apostates alluded to, and to set forth the
writer's burning antipathy to snell U11ho1y per­
versions of the life and doctrines of the Cos­
pel.

1-'11e similarity between a part of this Epistle
and certain portions of the second Epistle of
Peter, has occasioned much remark anlong
Biblical critics. The })assage in II. l?E'TER

ii. 1-19, is almost identical with a large part
of Jucle. '1'}lC similarity is so great that ll1any

believe that one of these writers 111l1st have
been familiar with the composition of the
other. It is the opinion of some critics that
Jucle's is the earlier document, and that there­
fore it must have been perused by Peter. A
more probable solution however is that jude
being a resident of Jerusalern, may have fre­
quently listenecl to Peter's preaching, and
warmly embraced his sentiments,

The references to our Lord ill this short
Epistle are worthy of attention. Instead of
the single appellation "Christ," so much in
C01111l1011 use at the present clay, the full tri­
nal name, " Lord Jesus Christ," is employed,
He is our" only Lorel and Master, " (verse 4,
N ew Version) ; and " the only God " is "our
Saviour," (verse 25, New Version}. We have
only to note that this is ill entire accordance
witIl Apostolic usage, anel with primitive doc­
trine.

X'T._ TIle Apostolic FatJlers.

TI-IIS term is meant to apply to the· imme­
diate disciples and fellow-laborers of the Apos­
tles, and ill a 1110re restricted sense, to those
among them who have left writings behind
them. They are cliviclecl into t\VO classes:
I. TIle clisciples of Paul : Barnabas, Clement
ofRome, and Hennas. 2. Disciples ofJohn :
Ignatius of Antioch, Polycarp of Smyrna, and
Papias. Dionysius the Areopagite is some­
times reckoned anlong them, and if so ITIllSt
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be placed with the disciples of Paul. While
these writings ar~ of 110 divine authority, they
are nevertheless Interesting and important as
giving- us information conccrninrr the doctrine
and condition of the primitive Churches, and
as l)cing- the utterances of men who had seen
and labored with the Apostles of our Lord.

These 11111St be clearly distinguished from
a 1l1aSS of wri tings which at a later pcrio:1
~pr~mg l:P ~n,d ob~ainecl more or less ,currency
III the Christian Church. Many spurlolls pro­
ductions were attributed l)otll to the Apostles
and their successors. Not a few of these are
simply ,vor~hless 8J1C1 puerile, illustrating only
the declension of the times. Under the head
~f Apocryphal Gospels, Tischenrlorf hus pul)­
lishcd twenty-two works, and thirteen under
t~lat of Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles. III

like manner were the Book of Revelation and
the ],~pis t1CS 1111 111 eron sly j 111 i ta tec1, a11 <I a 111 ass
of protluctions passed off as cmnnatin.r from
the Apostolic Fathers. It is only nc:~essary
to allude to these, in order to discri minute
more <1 isti J1ctly those few which arc all t hen tic
and intcrc·;.;ting, and which it will he useful
for us to notice.

I. CLEl\IENcr OF RO~IE.

At the end of tI1C Alexandrine Manuscript
of the Scril)tnres, preserved j11 the ] Iritish
1Jnscn111, is all ]~l)istle of Clement of Rome
to the Corinthians, followed by a part of a
so ca llc:1 SCCOllCl Epistle to the same Church.

The first is acknowledged to be genllil1e. It
was kJ10\Vll to the early fathers and corn­
mended l)y them, Their quotations from it
agree with the contents of the Epistle as we
l10\V have it 110r cloes it exhibit allY marks of
a later age.

We have 110 biography of this Clement,
The ancient writers speak of 11ilTI as bishop
of Rome. lIe is widely supposed to have
been the Clement mentioned ill PIIIL. iv. 3,
~~ the fello\v-labore~ ~f Paul at Philippi,
11:011g-11 probable, this IS by 110 means cer­
tam. 13jT SOl11e critics this Epistle is sup­
posed to have been written soon after the
l)erSecllti?ll under Nero, A. D. 68. By
others, ,vItI1 ruore probability after that un­
der Domitian, A. D. 96 or 97:

The Epistle, though somewhat diffuse and
repetitious, still breathes a good deal of the
Apostolic spirit and fervor. As in the days
of Paul, so 110\V, the Corinthian Church was
troubled by a "\viclcecl and unholy sedition"
which had proceeded so far as to thrust out
from their ministry some worthy men. It
s~ell1s there were some among them who de­
nied the doctrine of the resurrection or the
immortality of the soul. Clement ki~dly re­
proves these" few rash and self-willed men,"
all~l el:eleavor~ t? restore the spirit of love and
unity ]11 the divided Church. He commends
the lJ?cl~y for its general orderly and moral
behavior be[ore. this trouble arose, anel pic­
tures the 1111schIC[C; to which strife and C011-
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teution leacl. He reminds them of the sacred
rules of life laid clown by our holy religion, of
the cxamplcof the Saviour, and of the holy
men of all ages. I Ie emphasizes the spiritual
relation of believers to C;oc1, his high value
of the spirit of love and unity, the sure rc­
wards of obedience and thc certain punish­
ment of disobedience, with othcr similar ex­
hortations to holiness of life. Ire compares
the Church to all arnlY earnestly insisting- on
the necessity of different ranks and orders,
and of order and subordination muong them
from a spirit of obedience. ITe introduces
likewise its correspondence to the 11uman
body, where so lnallY organs and members,
each ill its own function and place, work from
a COlTI111011 Purl)ose, all conspiring to the ])rc­
servation of the whole. So the Church, C(>111­

poseel of 111any members, should strive after
unity of purpose, each ()11C ill his own 1)L1Ce

and office workinp; to secure the strength and
wcll-hcinr; of the entire l)()(ly. I ts lessons
are of gootl order, l)cacc, nnr l h.umouv. 1\
thoroughly Christian spirit pervades the who]«,
with a noble simplicity and fervor, S~lYS I'ro­
fessor Schaff, "it evinces the calm c1ignity and
the practical executive wisdom of the Roman
Church ill her original Apostolic simplicity,
without the slightest infusion of hierarchical
arrogance." Perhaps it l11ay uc justly said to
approach 1110re nearly to the character of an
1\postolical Epistle than allY other of the re­
mains of antiquity.

As to the second Epistle, bound up with the
f rst, it is gcnerallYunderstood to be spurious.
Eusebius is the first of the ancient fathers
who mentions it, and he speaks of it doubt­
jllg1y; saying" But it shoulcl be known that
there is said to be also a certain seconcl Epis­
tle of Clement, But it is clear to lIS that this
is not equally known with the first; for we
1~110\V that the ancients have not made use of
it." Several other writings also claimed to
have been his, are 110t considered authentic.

2. BARNABAS,

the companion of Paul. IIe was a Levite,
born ill the island of Cyprus, where a colony
of Jews had settled. To his original name
Joses, or Joseph, the Apostles aclcled that of
Barnabas, SOIl of exhortation, by which he
was subsequently known ; ACTS iv. 36. He
was 8.1110116" the earliest converts to Christian­
ity, and joined the Church at Jerusalem soon
after its establishment. He evinced his zeal
for the Gospel by selling his land and laying
the proceeds at the Apostles' fcct.v-Acrs iv.
37. I-Ie al)l)ears to have been ready in
speech, and ill ACTS xiii. is mentioned aIll0ng
the " prophets and teachers," ancl those hav­
ing the gifts of the Spirit, He soon acquired
SUCll influence that 11e was able to dissipate
the clistrust wi th which the other disciples at
first regarclecl Paul, introclucing 11ilU to Peter
and James, and vouching for his sincerity.

When word came to Jerusalerri that the
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Gospel was spreading anlo1lg the Gentiles at
Antioch, Barnabas was sent thither, where 11e
labored successfully, and has been justly re­
garclecl as the founder of the Church in that
place. Finding need of assistance, he went
to Tarsus to seek Paul, bringing him back
with him into the field. There thcy labored
together a whole )Tcar; and from that time
to the close of their united ministry their his­
tory is woven together ill the book of Acts,
TIley went UI) in con11)any to Jerusalcm to
carry the contribution of the Church to the
suffering brethren ill Judea ; and after their
return, taking with them Mark, a nephew of
Barnabas, started 011 that memorable mission­
ary journey through CYI)ruS, Pamphilia, Pisi­
dia, and Lycaonia, preaching to both JC\VS

and heathen. Barnabas alJIJcars frorn the
first to have belonged to the broad, 11011-Jud­
aizing party. III Acrs xiv. 4 and 14, he is
spoken of as all Apostle. After the return
fro 111 their great tour, they abode together
for SOl11e time at Antioch. Paul then IJro­
posed a second tour for revisiting and COl1­

firming the Churches. Barnabas wished to
take Mark with them, as before. '1'0 th is
Paul objected, So they scparaterl ; Paul and
Silas proceeding 011 the visitation, while Ilar­
nabas and Mark went 011 a mission to Cyprus,
the birthplace of the former.

Frorn this time the narrative ill Acts is si­
lent about him, and we 1(110'V nothing posi­
tively concerning his subsequent history.

From allusions ill Paul's Epistles we learn
that 011 one occasion at Antioch he was led
to yield temporarily to the prejudices of the
Judaizing converts (GAL. ii. 13); and that,
like Paul, 11e supported himself mostly, if not
wholly, by his 0\VI1 labor (I. COR. ix. 6). Tra­
ditiori has been busy ill the endeavor to sup­
ply the deficiency in his biography, ancl Inany
remarkable stories are told, among others
that he suffered martyrdom ill Cyprus; but
nothing really reliable is known, Several of
the ancient Fathers state that 11e was a per­
sonal disciple of our Lorcl ;~ SOl11e say one of
the seventy sent out by Hil11. This is 110t

improbable ; but when or where his labors
ended has not been preserved.

All Epistle ill twenty-one chapters has
come down to 11S bearing the name of Bar­
nabas, and alJIJears ill the collection of the
Fathers, After lying concealed for centuries,
it was brought to light again ill 1645. Until
recently the first four and a half chapters
existecl 011ly in abacI Latin translation, the
remainder being ill Creek, Bu till 1859
Tischendorf eliscoverecl the "Sillai Codex" at
IvIo1l11t Sinai, which contains, in addition to
the t\VO Epistles of Clement of ROIne, the
entire Epistle of Barnabas ill the original
Greek. 'rIle authenticity of this Epistle has
been much discussed, Clement of Alexan­
clria quotes it as the work of Barnabas. But
the majority of modern opinion attributes it
to a later and weaker writer, of the Alexan-
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drine school somewhere between A. D. 70
and 120. It' evidently was held in consider­
able esteem at Alexand ria ill the fourth cen­
tury.

The endeavor of the \\Triting is to strengthen
believers in the Cli th of a purely spiritual
Christianity. It l)cgins by declaring that the
literal sacrifices of the l.iw are abolished, and
attributes to the ()1(1 Test.uncnt something
like a spiritual meaning. Ilis attempts to
arrive at it however are not coherent, and
oftell far- fetched a11<1 fanci fu1. I-Ie possessed
110 gelluillC key to the Divine allegories. 13ut
maintains throughou t that the J.orrl JCSllS

Christ and His kingdom are l)refigll reel in
all. One chapter is devoted to the meaning
of the Sabbath, another to that of the Temple.
The last five chapters arc of a practical char­
acter, setting forth the t\VO divergent ways of
life, the \vay uf light and the \vay of darkness ;.
closing- with an exhortation that those who
read it will so live that they nl~lY he blessed
to all eternity. It is a simple, pious, and
earnest work ; rind interesting as showing
something of the spirit and manner of at least
one school of Christians at that early clay.

Tcrtullian, with some others of antiquity,
attributecl the Epistle to the Hebrews to Dar­
nabas, and i11 this has 1JCC11 followed 1))' a few
learned modern critics.
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3. l'HE EPISTLES OF IGNATIUS.

Ignatius, a native of Syria or Asia Minor,
was bishop of the Church at Antioch after A.
D. 69. According to Theodoret ?e was C011­
secrateel by the Apostle Peter himself, He
was a hearer and is supposed to have been a
disciple of John, I-Ie bore the ~11r11a111e ?f
TlzeopllorltS, - i. e., o.lle who car:4 1es q-ocl 111
his heart ; or as he himself explained It, car­
ries Christ. Christ and Goel being ill his es­
timation one and the same. According to
SOl11e traditions he was the little child. Wll01TI

Jesus set ill the midst of His disciples, All
accounts aeree i11 attributing to Ili111 a11 affec­
tionate and winning nature. I t is said that
"lle was a true shepherd of his people, one
of those meek, earnest, loving spirits to whose
beautiful unobtrusive piety Christianity owed
its first :111el best triumphs, Dornitian's per­
secution of the Church of Antioch (A. D. 97)
proved 11i111 to be 110 less courageous than
pious, and when that storm 11a(1. passed ov.er,
tile SCC011Cl and fiercer persecution of Trajan
zratificd I rrllatius's wish of being sacrificedb b

for }li~ flock."
It is related that when brought before Tra­

jan at Antioch, the elnperor, just and virtuous
110 cl0111)t according to his own standards,'
coulel not at all appreciate the lueek, simple,
unselfish, (111cl unworldly principles professed
by the bishop, contemptuously calling him a
kaRollai/Jloll (i. c., a poor dez)li), and in tIle
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end condemned him to be taken as a prisoner
to Rome, there to be made the food of wild
beasts, for the amusement of the people. The
sentence was executed, according to some ill

A. T). r07, according to others not till I r o.
It was durin; this last journey to lZ0111e,

that he wrote the seven li:l)lstlcs now regarded
as the only authentic ones bearing his name.
He stopped at Smyrna, where Polycarp was
bishop, anrl there penned four of them, viz;
one each to the Ephesians, Magncsinns, Tral­
lians, and Romans, After his departure from
that place he wrote three others ;- one to the
Church at Philadelphia, one to the Church at
Smyrna, and a personal one to Polycarp their
bishop, These all are mentioned by Euse­
bins and Jerorne. There is a Syriac version
containing three of them. Other l~:pistlcs

have C0111e down to us l)earing his name,
which however are 110t 110\V considered au­
thentic, Others ]Jllt them forth, hoping to
gain currcllcy for them [r0111 the authority of
his name. An Armenian version exists COl1­

taining thirteen ]l~pi~;t]cs. A number of other
pretender1 letters 0 f his a ppcnrccl also in the
early centuries. Sonic versions of the authen­
tic writings are believed to have 1)CC11 tarn­
percd with, having received more or less
interpolations. The editions 1110rc recently
published however are presumed to be accu­
rate. Some of these ~]~pist1cs maintain the
deity of our Lord Jc.·;us Christ. Many critics
have taken the gruun<l that this is all inter-

polation. But even if this l)e so, the fact
Sl10\VS the sentiment prevailing at the time
the aelcli ti011 was made.

IgIID.tius \VD.S a man of great depth and sin­
cerity of piety, and wrote with much vigor
and e11ergy. He placecl great value 011 the
Church as a visible organization, and endeav­
oreel to render it a useful institution for the
world by insisting 011 the cluty of Christians
to regarel its order and efficiency, anc1 to work
together for the C0111111011 gooel with cllle sub­
ordination and obedience. He llrges believ­
ers to maintain unity, 311e1 to avoicl false
eloctrines, specifying particularly Judaizing
teachers a11(1 SUCll as deny the proper human­
ity of our Lord.

His Epistle to the Church at R01ne is-of
considerable interest. III it 11e refers to the
death he is about to suffer there for the cause
of Christ and His Gospel. Some have
thought 11e manifested a11 almost "ll11due
elesire to obtain the crown of martyrdom,"
as he protests against allY interposition of the
brethren there ill his behalf "I beseech
you," 11c says, "sho\v 110 unseasonable good
will towards 11le. Suffer me to be tIle food
of wild beasts, by means of which I 11lay at­
tain to Goel. I am the wheat of Gael, and
am gr01111Cl by the teeth of wild beasts, that
I 111ay be found the pure bread of God."

His Epistle to Polycarp, his fellow-bishop
or pastor, I:; ]Qrgely taken lll), like Paul's to
Timothy, with precepts as to the right dis-
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charge of his duties as all overseer ill the
Church, He enlarges, too, 1l1)Oll the I1111tual
eluties and responsil iil i tics existing- between
pastor and people, regoarding these relations
as of a sacred and importaut character.

4. 1'I-IE EPIS'I'LE OF POLVC.ARP.

Polycarp, a disciple of the i\])ostle Juhn,
was bishop or pastor of the Church ill 8n1Y1'­
118,. I-Ie was 1lorn about A. l). 80, at what
place is unknown. II is pupil I rcn.cus, has
left a very interesting and import.mt test i­
l110ny concerning him, serving as a valuable
Iink uniting the Apostolic age with the Church
of the second century. Accordiru; to this he
was brought nI) at Smyrna, where he was
taught Christianity principally l)y John, hut
to some extent l)y other Apostles also. 'Ihis
~ragnlcnt is preserved l)y If~l1sc1>l11s. S~lYS

1rC11~e II S , "I c: ~Int cII ~11 s() thc \ rcry l ' I: u C

\ Vherc t 11 chIesSc<Jl I)()1year l' \V~1 S ~1cell stu In c(1
to sit a11 (1 c1 isC0 tl r~)c ; ~111 (1 a]so 11 i ~..; c 11 t r~111Ccs,
hiswalks, the complexion of his life, and the
form of his horly, an.I hi-, conversations with
the people, and 11 is Ell 11iliar in tcrcou rse wi th
John, as he was aCcllst0111C(1 to tell, as also
his fan1iIiar itY \vith tho se \vh0 ha(I see11 the
1Jo1'(1. Also concerning I-lis miracles, l-lis
doctrine, all these were to1e1 by ])olycarp, in
consistency with the Holy Scriptures, as he
hacl rcccivccl th~nl fronl the eye-\vitnesses of
the cloctrine of Salvation."

1-1 e n 111s t havc c1 c v~1(1)c <I a 11 apt a 11 <1 r c-

rnarkable Christian scholarship very early,
for it is relatecl by Tertullian, Jerorne, and
others, that 11e was installed pastor of the
Church ill Srnyrna IJy JOb11 himself, assisteel
by some other Apestles and by pastors of
ueighboring Churches, when he l11USt have
been less than twenty-five years of age. As
alrcady stateel, he was exercising his pastoral
functions there when that other, more ageel,
disciple of J01111, Ignatius of Antioch, passed
through 011 his ,yay to martyrdom at Rome,
And we are tolel that the t\VO "llac1 much ele­
lightfl.ll Christian converse." together 011 that
occasion.

Nearly half a century later, Polycarp him­
sel f visitecl Rome, while Anicetus was pastor
or bishop there. 1-'11e two hael a friendly
conference ill relation to the proper time to
1101<1 l~aster. 1'11CY could 110t come to a
common conclusion, so they agreecl to differ.

His martyrdom is elescribecl at great length
and with much feeling ill the fourteenth chap­
tcr of Euscbius's Ecclesiastical History, and
took place probably ill A. D. 166, during the
persecu tion under the emperors Marcus Aure­
lius and Lucius Verus. TIle pro-consul, Stati­
lIS C}uac1ratus, before \Vl10111 the aged pastor
was brought for trial, was so deeIJly impressed
by his venerable alJpearance that he wishedif
possible to save his life. And for this pur­
pose earnestly entreated hilll "to revile
Cl1rist," that 11e l11ight have a reaSOll for set­
ing Ilil11 at lilJerty. But Polycarl) replieel:
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"Eighty and six years have I served Him,
and I-Ie never clicl 111e \vrong; and how can
I 110'V blaspheme 111y IZing that has s.ivc:1
111C? I r yon \voll1l1know wh.it I .un, I tell
you frankly I am a Christian."

He was burned alive. It is said that" in
such })rOfOUI1Cl reverence \va~j he held l)y his
fellow Christians, for his almost perfect graces
of character, that the JC\VS (who h.ul hccn
conspicuously zealous in co llecti ng" '\voocl
and straw from the sh01)S and baths ' to burn
hirn ) instigated the pro-r.ousul 110t to give up
the corl)se of the martyr to his co-religion ists,
'lest, abandoning him that was crucified, they
should begin to worship this onc.'" Thus
affording the very strongest testimony to his
exalted or saintly character.

H.e distinguished himself while at J~0111C

by his opposition to the Marcian and Valcn­
tiniau heresies; st opl)ing- 11 is cars, as 1. rena-us
relates, whenever false doctrines were 11tiered
ill his presence.

Polycarp is believed to have been, and
probably was, bishop or pastor of the Church
ill Smyrnn when the Apocalypse was written ;
and hence, in the literal sense, is the person
there addressed as "the angel of the Church
ill Sl11yr11a;" saying to him, "I know thy
works, and tribulation, and poverty (hut thou
art rich}, . . . Iiear 110ne of those things
which th011 shalt suffer.... 11e thou faithful
1111to death, and I will give thee a crown of
life."

011 being brought to the stake where he
was to be burned, he refused to be fastened,
but 111et his fate with fortitucle and calmness.

lIc was the author of several homilies and
Epistles, Most of these have been lost; the
0111y thing corning ClO\V11 to lIS being his short
Epistle to the Philippians. This was written
SOO]1 after the martyrdom of Ignatius, A. D.
107 or I 16. As we have statecl, Ignatius on
his \vay to Rome had stopped at S111yrna,
where the t\VO pastors had enjoyed some edi­
fying Christian intercourse, After leaving
Smyrna he wrote Polycarp a letter. Of this
letter the Church at Philippi had heard, and
SCI1t to Polycarp for a copy of it. And his
Epistle to them was ill a11S\Ver to their appli­
cation, transrni tting also a copy of the Igna­
tian Epistle, and of several others which had
corne into his hands,

'I'his Epis1lJe to the Philippians is marked
by the simplicity ancl fervor so characteristic
of the Apostolic and primitive times, TIle
Philippians are commended for their love
manifested towards the suffering servants of
our COll11l1011 Lorcl and Saviour, and exhorted
to steadfastness and faithfulness, They are
reminded of Paul's Epistle to them, ancl then
the writer POi11tS out the various duties be­
longing to the several officers and classes of
members in the Church, TIle writer employs
very largely the Scriptural phraseology, and
so has giveI1 an incidental confirmation of
the antiquity a11e1 authenticity of 1110st of the
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books of the N ew Testament. 011 this ac­
count the Epistle possesses great value, and
was long- held in so high esteem that as late
as thetime of [crorue it was reacl in the l)ulJ­
lie aS~t:111lilies ~f the Asiatic Churches,

5. lIERl\IAS.

The work current under this name is ]{nO\Vl1

by a single title, Tilc Sllcpll;'~-r! of Ilcr1I:{ls;
or Tile l~lsl()r of IJcrllltlJ. 1 he author lived
and wrote at ]~onlc during the pastorate of
CICI11C11t, 1\. T). 92 to lor, and hcnce was COl1­

tempory with the j\pestle JOh11. According
to the testimony of antiquity, and the gCll­

eral belief, he was the IIcr111as to \Vh0111 Paul
sends salutation, 1Z01\1. xvi. 14. If so, he
must have 1)CCl1 then a young man. This
belief is probable, for in his 1iook he styles
himself an aged 111al1 at the time of ·\vriting.
1-1C :1 ppe~l r~~ to have been a 111a rricr 1 m.m and
father ()f a C1 n1i1v.

The wor]; is <Ii\-iclc(l into three parts : the
first contains four visions ; the second, twelve
1110 ra1 an (1 sPiri t11 ~11 1) ret:cpts ; the th ird , t.en
simil i tudes or 1>~1 ral: 1es, C~l ..h intend cc1 to
shadow forth so me spiritll~l1 truth. The au­
thor deals largely in the supernatural, rccog­
I1jzCS our Lords work j n 1fades or the 11 nsccn
world 3.11l1 teaches the doctrine that each,
l)crson 11as both a gO()(1 an: 1 a ba.<l :1ng~1 at­
tcndant np011 ]li111, each cnrlcavuriru; to inllu­
el1CC his life. LIe was 1110re deeply imbued
with the ,vritings of the Ok l Testament than
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with those of the N ew j and SeelTIS to have
11ac1 SOl11e ge11eral idea of "COrreSlJondellces "
j11 his symbolism, but 110t being ill possession
of a definite key, 11e wanders into l11al1Y va­
f.!aries ;}11c1 fancies.
o Dr. Schaff pronounces it "one of the most
1)011111ar a11c1 authoritative books of the .early
Church." Christian tru th is presented 111 all

attractive and interesting l11a1111er. The all­
thor represents himself as the "al1gel of re­
pentancc," and regarcls Chris.tiallity as a. new
law of life. All his teachings are highly
ethical and practical, I-Ic endeavors to arouse
the slumbering Clll1fCI1 to a better, more
spiritual, order of life, ill view of the sI}eedily
impending judgment. 111 theology, 11e IS near­
est to J8.111CS a11c1 farthest from Paul; 11e "has
]10 idea," says Schaff, "of justifying faith,"
that is, in the Lutheran sense ; but he places
genuine faitll alTIOng the highest virtl:es, an~l

maintains the pre-existence and "strIctly (11­

vine" character of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of Cod. He lays chief stress 011 (10­

ing I-Iis will, andbreathes the high and 110ble
spirit of the Gospel of love. .

The 1itcrary garl) ill which these teachings
are clothed is that of allegorical romance. It
is the olclest Christian allegory, a11c111as been
termed thc " Pilgrim's Progress" of the ante­
Nicenc times, It held a similar, though high­
er, posi ti011 aln011g the masses of the primi­
tive Church, to that occupied ill recent times
l)y Bunyan's work, It ]11ay have suggested
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Bunyan's work, as it undoubtedly did some
portions of Dante's Divina Commedia,

Though never admitted into the canon, it
nevertheless was placed l1CXt to it through all
tI1C early times. Irenreus, Origen, and the
Alexandrine school speak of and quote it as
Scripture, regarding it as ill a certain sense
inspired ; it was read in public worship ill
the Churches ClO\Vl1 to the time of Eusebius
and Jeromc ; and was 110t unfrequcntly, as ill

the case of the Coelex Alcxandrinus, 1)OU11d
Ul) ill the volumes with the Sacred Scripture.

However, it gracillally fell out of usc, and
is 110t suiteel to modern times, Its principal
importance and usc at present is as all illus­
tration of what was believed and valued ill
the early ages of the Church, when Christian
truth was new, 3.11Cl before the Spiritual mean­
ing of the Divine Word had been definitely
revealed.

6. PAPIAS.

Born, probably, about A. D. 70, Papias was
a disciple of the Apestle John, and a friend
of Polvcarp, and became bishop or pastor of
the Church at lIiernpolis, in l'hrygia ; where
11e remained till some time after the middle
of the seconel century. According to tradi­
tion, he sufferecl martyrdom at Pergamon
about the same time with Polycarp at Smyr­
11:1; A. I). ISS. So that ill addition to JOhl1
the j\I)Ostle, he 111ay have known Philip the
evangelist, and other of the primitive disciples
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of our Lord who survived the destruction of
Jerusalem.

I-Ie was a pious, devout, and learned stu­
dent of the Scriptures j and his personal asso­
ciations with the last survivers of the Apostolic
age have always given his testimony great
weight ill the Church, TI10Ugll he has been
held to have been of a somewhat credulous
clisposition, and to have possessed limited
!)o\vers of discrimination, yet his perfect sin­
cerity and honesty are unquestioned. He
had access to the primitive sources of the
Gospel.

I-Ie says of himself and the method he pur­
suecl, "I shall not regret to subjoin to IllY

interpretations [of the Lord's oracles] what­
soever I have at my time accurately ascer­
tained and treasured up ill my memory, as I
have received it [rOlTI the elders (or presby­
ters) 8J1Cl have recorelecl it to give adelitional
confirmation to the truth, by IllY testimony,
For I did I10t, like ITIOst men, delight in those
"VI10 speak much, but ill those who teach the
truth ; nor ill those who record the com­
manels of others (or of strangers), but in
those. who recorel the commands given by
the Lorel to our faith, anel proceeding from
truth itself. If then any Olle 'VI10 had at­
tended 011 the elelers carne, I made it a point
to inquire what \vere the words of the elders;
what Andrew, or what Peter said, or Philip,
or Thomas, or James, or J ohn, or Matthew,
or allY other of the disciples of our Lord;
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and what Aristion and the elcler John, the
disciples of the Lorel, say. For I was of
opinion that I could 110t derive so 11111Cl1 ben­
efit [ro111 hooks as from the living :1.11(1 abid­
ing voice." .

Says Schaff, "He stooel 011 the threshold of
a new period when the last witnesses of the
Apostolic age were fast clisapI)earing, and
when it seemed to be of the utmost import­
ance to gather the remaining fragnlcnts of
inspired wisdom which 111igll t throw lightOll

the Lorel's teaching, 3,11Cl gnarc1 the Church
. agaillst error."

1'11e faithful zeal of Papias ill t11115 gatller-
ing HI) and recording these oral traditions of
the Apostles and their disciples, 'has been the
l11eaJ1S of preserving many valuable th ing,-; r~)r

our service. He bears important testimony
to the books of Sacred Scripture. In this he
is one of our earliest wi tnesscs. I-Ie k ncw t 11 rcc
of the four (~oSl)cls, nncl the first 1~:pi:-;tIcs of
JOh11 and Peter ; though he is silent con­
corning Paul's writings, I-Ie is, too, one 0 f
the oldest \Vitl1cSSC5 to the inspiration and
credibility of the J300k. of Rcvelatiou. And,
according to all ancient and not improbable
tradition, he was all amanuensis to whorn
J01111 clictatec1 at least a portion of his C~ospcl ;
while it is l)robable also that we are inrlc btc:1
to Ili111 for the p reservatiou of the precious

fact of our Lorcl's life, recorded in JOlIN vii.
53 to viii. II, omitted ill so many 1l18J111­

scripts, and inclosed ill brackets in our N ~\V
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Revisecl Version, but of the real authenticity
of which there should not be allY doubt.

Papias published his collection of traditions
concerning the words and works of the Lorel
Jesus, ill five books under the title: Expla­
nation {~f tIle Lord's Discourses, This work
still existed as late as the thirteenth century,
bu t unfortunately has since been 10s1 ; and
we 110\V have therefore GIlly SlICh fragments
as have been quoted by other writers j and
these are of all early date, principally by Ire­
Il~l1S and Eusebius. May we not hope that
the lost work of this eminent father of tradi­
ti011 will some clay be recovered, for the use
and instruction of Christendom ?

XVI.- Post-Apostolic or Ante-Nlcene Age.

rI'r-IJS is a most interesting anel important
period of Christian history, extending [rOITI

about A. D. 133 to A. D. 325, the elate of
the council of Nicrea. The immediate and
controlling influence of the Apostles hael
ceased, and the Church was clearly launched
U1)011 the sea of the world, with onlv the

. teachings of the Word for a chart and the
Holy Spirit as all invisible guide. It "vas the
age of l)erSeClltion and martrydom. The civil
power was everywhere arrayecl against the
Church, and all open confession of the faith
risked 110t only the social standing and
worldly possessions, bu t even the life, of the
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believer, as well, They realized the Lord's
words, "I3ellolel I send you forth as sheep ill

the midst of wolves." 'I'1111S was developed,
1111cIer Divine influence, a spiritual heroism,
a 1110r3-l patience under the most gricviollS
wrongs, and a cheerful self-sacrifice in the
110ly cause of religion, rarely witnessed since.
The Christian body had to fight, too, against
moral declension and incipient heresy spring­
i1lg 111) within its O\VIl folel. It was a.i age
therefore of great sincerity, fervor, energy,
simplicity, and purity both of life and lloc­
trine. Hence it is all instructive period for
modern Christians to study.

III strik-ing contrast to this is the time
which follows, With tIle conversion of (:011­
stantine persecutions ceased. The state 1.c­
carne all ally of the Church. Poli tical reasons
began to influence both ecclesiastical acti on
and the for111111as of doctrinal statement.
The restraints 111)011 the 0IJCl1 confession of
the truth were rcmovccl ; ant1 by (legrccs a
public profession of the 11C\V religion, which
was the religion of the court, was rather an
aid to civil promotion. Profession of the
faith was frequently made from motives less
l)ure t113Jl formerly. Politicians were ready
to make it a stepping-stone ill the line of
their worldly aIIIbition. A11c1 thus corrlll)­
tiOI1S of life and perversions of cloctrine incv­
itably crept ill. "r-!'he mystery of iniqu ity,"
referred to by the Apestle, had begun to work,
and the Church, 110\V 110 longer her own mis-

tress, was rapidly taken possession of by pro­
fessecl and nominal friends, who in reality
were her spiritual and secret foes. And so,
being ill the hands of her spiritual enemies,
she was carrieel a\vay into a moral captivity
designated by the mystical "Baby1011 " of the
Book. of Revelation ; and, ill t\VO or three
centuries 1110re, realizecl the beginning of that
most gloolny and e1ismal perioel of Christian
history, known as the" Dark Ages," foretolel
ill so InallY ancient prophecies, depicteel by
our Lord ill the Gospels as the overwhelming
trouble to intervene before His second C01TI­

ing, and by the Apostle as the" great falling
awa}T," and the rising up of that" man of sin,"
which were to alJpear before the Lord would
effect His second ac1vent.

Let 11S return now to the men of that purer
and brighter age. They are known as the
" A11te-N icenc Fathers." Some of them have
left writings of consicIera1)le. magnitude, of
others only a few fragments remain. All are
interesting, while InaI1Y of them are import­
ant. They give 11S a picture of Christian life,
manners, usage, ecclesiastical order, worship,
and doctrine as they existecl ill their clay.
TIle modern world possesses portions of at
least thirty-three of these authors. We shall
name only the principal of tIle111 , ancl most
important 011 account of their writings, These
are:-'lI

I. T/le llnk1l07lJ1l alit/lor of the Epistle to
Diognetus, at ROIne, about A. D. 150.
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2. Si.xtus {~f ](o/IlC, chief pastor there from
A. 11. 119 to 128, under the Emperor 1-18.­
drian.

3. just/ll J1.farZl'r, liorn in Sanlari8, labor­
eel at I~l)hesus, ](0111C, anrl elsewhere. Lived
from about 11. ]J. 100 to about 175.

4. A tILclla,-~"() ras, was ~'a Christian philoso­
pher of Athens," (luring the reign of Marcus
Aurelius, 1\.1). 101-180.

5· TILcopiLilLts of .fllltio(!l,. died abou t A.
D. 181.

6. J1fc/ito, bishop of Sardis, a "S11illing
light," ill the third quarter of the second
century.

7. Dioll~l'S/lts (!! Cor/IIIIL, pastor there after
Primus, till a1)011 t A. 1). I 70.

8. Lrcnrcus, disciple oflolycnrp, one of the
chief of the" Fathers," born in Asia Minor,
i\. ]). 1T5-125, an<l Ilourishc.l till ncar the
end of the century. Pastor at Lyons,

9. JJi}j0(l't//s, pastor at ()stia, near l\.~)nlC,

A. I). 193-23 (J, c1 ied a martyr, left j mportant
works.

10. ell-'Illell! (l/: ~.Jl'~\'tlll(!rid, important as
a representative of the famous Alexandrine
school of theology. I-I is works date frorn A.
I). 190 to 195. ll e was author of the oldest
Christian hymn.

II. ()rl:~)·{'/l., helongc(l to same school,
Il0 11rish c(1 from ~. \. 1). 20.3 t () 2 54. T he g rca t­
est scholar of his age. Commented on Scrip­
ture, 3.11Cl had lllallY ideas concerning its spir­
itual 111e~111ing.

12. Gregor)' Tila lt1na tZtI7[ZtS, or "tIle won­
der worker," a clisciple of Origen, and bishop
of Nco-Cresarea in P011tllS from A. D. 244­

270. I-Ie left a short " Declaration of Faith,"
alll01.1g other things,

13. Dianysitis tile Great, __ of Alcxandria ;
was sometime an assistant of Origen. Died
ill the year 265.

14. Julius .Africanns, an older friend of
Origen ; the first Christian chronographer
and universal historian. Lived at Emmaus
i11 Palestine, -ill first half of second century.
Died agecl, about A. D. 240.

IS. Lucan of Aruiach, author of a creed
which goes by his name, and which many
wished to substitute for that of Nicrea. Diecl,
under tortures ill prision, at Nicomedia, A.
I). 3 I I.

I G. Jertu!!iall, stands at tIle head of the
Latin fathers. Born at Carthage about A. D.
150. Lived some time at Rome ; was learned
ill the heathen ancient Iiterature ; (lied ill cle­
crepit 01(1 age, according to some A. D. 220,

accorcling to others not before 240. His
wri tings are VOlUll1ill0US.

17. JIlinlteius Fc/ix, TIle earlier fathers
had written ill Greek~, they l10\V speak ill Lat­
in. His eloquent style gai11ed for him the
title of the" Christian Cicero." Wrote from
A. I). 200-25°.

I 8. C~l'j)riall, bishop and martyr, born at
Carthage about J\. D. :200. Belonged to a
wealthy family, learned, and lived in much
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worldly splendor, Baptized ill 245, was the
greatest bishop of his time, and died by mar­
tyrdom, Sept. 14,258.

19. ]\loZJatiall, known as the second Ro­
l11a11 anti-pope, because 11C opposed the pre­
tentions of the metropolitan pastor or bishop,
III his writings he attempts to bring out a
spiritual meaning ill the Mosaic institnt~olls.

I-Ie flourished somewhere from 220 1\. D. to
260.

20. Cam modian, probably a clergyman ill

N orth Africa. Wrote about the middle of the
third century. Some of his writings were 110t
brought to ligh; till 1852. ..

2 I. E IlscbizlS,. 22. Lactanlills J. 23. flo,f­
ills" arc three personages 1)(.JoI1ging to the
transition period. Says Schaff, "I·:11:1cbil1s,
the historian, Lactanuus, the rhetorician, an:1
Hosius, the statesman, form tI1C connecting
links lJCt\VCC11 the aI1tc-NicCI1C 8.11(1 N iccnc
ages; their long lives - t\VO died oct()t)~cn~­

ri~tns, Hosius a ccntcnarian-c-are.nlmost equal­
ly divided between the two; o.n(\ they. rcllcct
the 1igh is an (1 shades of both, ]~nsc1n us \~Tas

bishop of Cresarca an:1 a 111a11 of cx.ten.slvc
anc1 useful learning and a liberal thcolovian :
Lactantius, 3. professor of eloquence in 1\ i.co­
media, a man of elegant culture; ] JO~;lt1S,
bishop of Cordova a11c1 a 1113.11 of counsel a11(1
action, "

ANTE-NICENE THEOLOGY.

To this period belongs what is kl10\Vl1 as
the "j\pestle's Creed," which, though 11?t
written bv the Apostles, 110r i11 their clay, still
appeared very early as a general statel~entof
the Christian faith, At first, the different
Churches, in all independent congregational
wav beuan to provide such brief simple
for;l;llla~)bfor themselves. rrllc3e in the main
were ill azreement. According to Irenreus
(A. D. /70), Tertullian, Cyprian.' Origen,
1~~use hiUS, and 0 thers, the creed at first spake

. ."1'Vin the name of the congregation, saylllg, v e
believe " etc. (instead of " I believe"). The
earliest form therefore alll)cars to have read
as f~)110\VS (the later ac1clitions are placed
i.i hrackcts ) : -

" \ \Te believe ill Goel the Father Almighty
[IVlakcr of heaven and carth] ; and ill Jesus
Chri.rt, 11 i~-) only begotten SOIl, our LOf9- ; who
\VJS [conceivcc1J by the Holy Spirit, borll. of
the Virgin 1\'18ry; [~;uffereclJ under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified [(lead], and buried. [He
(lc:--;ccllclccl into I-IaclesJ; the third clay He
rose from the dead. He ascended into heav­
ell; a ~1(1 sittcth on the rigll t hand of God the
Father [j\1~1lightyJ; fro 111 thence He shall
come tJ jl1clgc the quick. and the de~c~.

[\\Te belie·v~J ill the f-Ioly SpIrIt? the
Holy [(~atholicJ Church, [the communion of"
saints]; the forgiveness of sins ; the resur­
rcction of the body; [aIlcl the life everlasting.
AmenJ."
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Many statements were drawn nI) varying a
little from this. III S0111e it was said ~, the res­
toration of the flesh ; " in others," the resur­
rection of the dead " (instead of " the body ") .
But the variations arc too 1111111erous to 111Cll­

tion, It assumed its present form probably
about f\. I). 340. 'rlhe aim of all those early
formulas was a simple recital of facts, rather
thall a philosophical statement of doctrine,
As a rule, the Eastern or Greek forms were
longer and more metaphysical than the Latin
forms of the '\1est, The dcvelopmcn t was
cautious and slow, The g-ernls from which
they proceeded were Peter's confession ill re­
gard to 01.1r Lord (},TA.1v r. xvi. ro), and the
baptismal formula pronounced by 01.1r Lord,
MA.1\1'. xxviii. 19.

The theology of the books, t90., was more
simple, more g-cl1cral i11 its statements, and
less cornplicntcd and expanded than ill mod­
ern times. The fundamental principles of re­
vealcd tru th wen: h owcvcr deepl y cmbcrldc:I
ill the affections an:1 convictions of believers
and clearly expressed ill their wr itings.

The Supreme Divinity of our Lord JCSllS

Christ was their favorite an: I constan tly rc­
curring theme, They believed in and \yor­
shipped Him as Cocl ; the exclamation of
Thomas, ill JOI-IN xx. 28, "lVly Lord and my
God ! " seemed to give the key-note of their
utterances. They believed, too, in "the per­
fecting" of the 1111l11all nature of JeSl1S, through
his sufferings or temptations, And so 1111-

doubtedly believed that after His ascension,
His 1111111a11ity was Divine, Though they (lid
110t attempt philosophical explanations of the
glorjfying process.

III regard to the Divine Trinity, they kept
very near to the baptismal formula of Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit, as three constituents of
the Divine Being, or manifestations of Goel.
J311 t the Nicene, and subscquent, doctrine of
three distinct ancl co-equal .persons dwelling
together from all eternity, cannot 'be found
in the primitive times, 1'11is tri-personal
theory, or theoretical and metaphysical divi­
sion of the Goel.head into three, which seem
to 1110St minds to be pratically three beings,
lies at the root of the errors, obscurities, c1i­
visions, and unbelief which have since arisen
in the Christian world. The Divine Unity is
what the early Church emphasized.

They held the sacred Scripture to IJe au­
thoritative, inspired and 110ly, and filled with
latcn t spiri tual meaning which the wisdom of
1110.11 would 110t be likely fully to discover or
exhaust.

The work of redemption, with them, was
the deliverance of mankind fr0111 the IJower
of Sill and evil; or, as they eXIJressed it S0111e­
times, fr0111 "bolle1age to the devil;" that is
ti4 0111 the dominion of hell. Reconciliation,
regeneration, and salvation were the work of
the Holy Spirit, operated in man by the
truth, through his repentance from evil works
and obedience to tIle holy precepts of life.
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The modern doctrines of "clectioll" all(1
"rel)robatioll," of vicarious atonement, with
its ideas of" substitution." and "satisfactiol1,"
"iI11putatioll" and "justification by faith alone
without the cleecls of the law," were lll11~110'Vll

ill those l)urer primi tive times.

XVII. -l\.Ilcicnt Versions of the Clu-istlnn
Scriptnros,

As S0011 as the Gospel spread into corn­
1111111ities where Creek was 110t the familiar
language of the people, a call arose for the
Scriptures ill the popular tongue. How early
efforts at translation 1)cgal1 is uncertain. Most
probably only a single hook, or a few liooks,
were undertaken at f rst ; nnd these in various
places. This is inferred from remarks of S0111C

of the fathers.

I. ]TIE "OLT) LA1~IN" VEI~SION.

Until after the middle of the SCCOI1C1 cen­
tury the language of the Church and its writ­
ings was (;reel~. l~nt hy the last quarter of
the century the diffusion of the (;ospel ill the
western portions of the Roman Lmpirc cre­
ated a neccssi tv for the Word ill Latin. j\11 (1

,/

the first version sufficiently C0111I)lete to merit
the name is the one mentioned above. Pre­
cisely when it was executed is 110t 1~110\Vl1, but
it is referrecl to as in use before the CI1Cl of
the second century. I t is understood to have

been made ill Northern Africa; the Old Tes­
tament being a translation from the Greek of
the Septuagint, including the Apocrypha jill

the New Testament it lacked Hebrews,
James, and II. Peter. It served the pur­
poses of the Church far t\VO hundred years,
cluring which tirne however its text suffered
l11any variations, when it was superseded by
the later Vulgate or Latin Version of Jerome,
Portions of this Version have been preserved
to our time ill a few very ancient manu­
scripts; viz. one at Verona, one ill the Im­
perial Library at Paris, another in Vienna,
and one ill Turin. Bllt the most interesting
of all is that preservecl at Vercelli ill N orthern
Italy, said to have been written by Eusebius,
bishop there ill the fourth century,

2. l'1-IE LATIN VERSION OF JEROME.

About A. J). 383, Jerome, a very learned
and camest Christian scholar, at the sugges­
tion of Damasus, bishop of Rome, unclertook
a revision of the Old Latin Version. Mueh
of the work was performecl at BethleheIn, the
birthplace of the Saviour, where Jerome had
taken up his residence. Anc1 some portions
of it at least are saicl to have been d011e ill

the very" cave of the nativity," which JerOI11e
used to frequent. As 11e proceeded, however,
11e discovered that instead of a simple revis­
ion, all entirely new translation was required.
This fie accordingly undertook, going back:
to the original Hebrew text, instead of fol-
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lowing as had been previously done, the
Greek of the Septuagint. After a diligent
labor of twenty years, with some periods of
intermission, 11e finally completed his work
A. D. 405. I-Ie made a new translation of
all the Old Testament, except the Psalms ;
which l)cing in use in the Churches as a Psal­
tell, there seemed to lJC an objection to the 111­

troduction of all entirely new version. These
therefore he only revised and corrected in
the most important places, The Gospels he
revised from the Creek 11181111SCril)ts. The
remainder of the N C\V Testament he also
revised, though with less care and thorough­
ness. 11is edition con rains also the j\ l)ocry­
pha ; tl1011g11 GIlly t\VO of the books, Judi th
and 1,"'0bit, (11(1 he take the trouble to re­
translate.

This 'lersion has 1)CC11 termed the IJatiI1
'T111g~1 tc, 1)l'C~111SC it \vas in the ]an[~nagc of the
C0111111011 people of the \\lestern lZ01l1a11 EIU­

pire; and it 1)CC1nlC the authorized version
of the \\7"estcrn Church, :1S the Creek Scptua­
gint was the authorized version of the 1~asterl1

Church. I tis, too, the basis of the Roman­
Catholic Di1)le of today.

3. ANCIEN'!, SYRTAC \TFRSIONS.

The oldest of these is called the Pesllito,
generally allowed to belong to the second
century ; and so, made almost ill the clays of
the Apostles, The term jcslz ito means sim­
ple, and is understood to refer to the charac-

ter of the translation, which is simple, clear,
anclliteral. The Old-Testament portion ,vas
made clirectly from the Hebrew, and was the
first attempt made to translate the original
text for Christian use. The translation' of
the New Testament frOITI the Greek "vas ef­
fcctecl at the same time, so that the two con­
stitute one work. It was of course intended
for the use of tile very early Syrian Christian
Churches. Its admitted antiquity renders it
of great interest and authority,

It very ancient COI)Y of the four Gospels
accorcling to this version was found al110ng
the manuscripts brought to Europe by Dr.
Cureton ill r842, frOITI the Nitrian monaster­
ies of the East, and deposited ill the British
l\111SCn111. This manuscript is conceded to
118.ve 1)CCl1 executed as early as the fifthcen­
tury, and is regarclec1 with very great interest
by scholars, as it is believed to preserve
the ,rery oldest readings of the Syriac. An
English translation of the Syriac New Testa­
merit by Professor Murdock of New Haven,
is easily accessible to American readers.

Tile Pllilo~el'lialz Syriac Version

of tIle New Testament was executed A. D.
508, HIlder the direction of Philoxenus (or
Xenaias), bishop of Hierapolis ill Syria. This
bis1101) belongecl to the Monophysite denomi­
nation of Christians, and it is widely thought
that this version was made in the interest of
their views. 1"'11e translator was one Polycarp,
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3: rural JJastor ill the neighborhood, A por­
t1011 of It only 11:1S CODle ClO\V11 to us in the or­
iginal form. About a century later a revision
of it \VJ.S made by rI'}101l1aS of Harkel ill a
monastery ill Alexandria, 1\11(1 this is what
we have in modern times, ](110\V11, from the
11al11e of its author, as the Harclean Svriac,

The chief characteristic of this VerSi011 is
its extremely literal character. The aim of
the translator was to represent every Creek
word by a corresponding Syriac word, even
where it violated the idiom of the languago.
The result is a somewhat barbarous style.
This very character of li teral ness however
gives to this version very higll authority ill

the science of textual cri ticism, the portion
of the original preserved (supposed to in­
elude the four Gospels) l)eing equal to the
Greek manuscripts of the same period.

About the time that Harkel revised this
version of the N ew Testament, Paul of Tela,
also a Monophysite, execu ted what has been
known as the

JJc:rapla 5.1'r/aC Version

of the Old Testament. This was so called be­
cause it was made from the text of Origcn's
Hexapla. This translation follows the SCll11e

principle of literal rendering of the Greek,
word for word. The t\VO, appearing a1)011 t
the same time, really form, in clesign and
character, one work. C01111)inccl, they n1~lY

be said to make up the Monophysite Bible.

These Christians have always formecl a large
and important bocly, or rather several bodies,
ill all ages of the Eastern Church. Their
theology has undergone variations, but is still
represented ill OlIY clay in the Armenian and
Coptic Churches of Asia and Egypt. Their
views ancl history are worthy of study. They
believecl that the human nature of our Lord
was in some \vay made Divine ; and this sep­
aratcd them from the Rornish Church ; but
they c1ic1 110t possess the spiritual knowledce

. b
necessary to give an accurate statement of
the doctrine and guard it from errors.

4. EGYPTIAN AND ETHIOPIC VERSIONS.

At one period only a single version was
known to exist ill the language of the ancient
l~gyptialls. This being ill the language of
lower Egypt, was called Coptic. It was after­
wards discovered that another version existed
ill the dialect of tIpper Egypt, to which the
Arabic term Salzidic was applied. But as
~)oth dialects are from the same COIJtic stern,
It has been proposecl to call the first 1I!feJ7Z-
pllitit, from Memphis, the ancient capital of
lower T~gYlJt; and the other Tilebaic, from
Thebes, the celebrated capital of upper Egypt.
I t is uncertain at what precise time these
translations were made, or by whose hands
they were executed. But they are known _to
have existecl ill the fourth century, ancl belong
probably to the latter part of the third.

The high antiquity of these two versions
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renders them exceeclingly interesting to Chris­
tian scholars, and gives them great value ill
textual criticism. The Old Testament was
translated from the Septuagint, the New '.res­
tament from some of the earliest Greek. man­
uscripts.

TIle Etlliopic J7ersio1z.

There existed ill early times a powerful
commercial J.~ing(1011l, lying 011 both sides of
the Reel Sea, including the modern Abyssinia,
ill Africa, with Yemen and Saba in Arabia. It
was callecl the Axurnite E111lJire, from IAXUl1l

(or AXOOl11) its capital city, situated ill a
N orthern province of Abyssinia. It acquircd
considerable political importance fro 111 the
fact that it formed 011 the south a boundary
to those two vast powers which at that time
were absorbing the world : the Roman Ern­
pire, on the west of the Red Sea, ascending
through EgYIJt into N ubia ; and that of Par­
thia 011 the east sicle, ex tending ill to Northern
Arabia. Into this country Christianity was
introduced ill the age of Constantine, early
ill the fourth century. The Greek language
had gone there before it. SOl11e time before
the close of the century Christianity had be­
come the religion of the court and was widely
established, Hence it became necessarv to
have the Scriptures ill the popular d ialect,
called by the natives Gccz. This is what is
called by European scholars the Etilz'ojJic
Version. It contains the whole Hible, includ-

ing the Apocrypha. The Old Testament is a
translation of the Septuagint, and in Inany
places is very close to the original Hebre.\v.
Much of the entire work shows all affinity
with the older Greek manuscripts, When it
"vas executeel is not known, but probably
early in the fifth century. The work was
e1011e by a number of clifferent hands. It is
saiel that all elaborately preparecl edition of
this version l1as been recently published ill

Germany.
The Ethiopic language is a branch of the

Semitic, belonging to the same family a~ ~he

Hebrew, Syriac, and Arabic. The Abyssinian
Church exists to the present day. In the
seventh century it stooel forth as an import­
allt bulwark against the spread of Moham­
medanism. It has always continued Mono­
physite ill doctrine, remaining separate from
Rome, but ill close alliance with the Coptic
Church of Egypt.

5. GOTHIC, ARrvlENIAN, AND OTHER VERSIONS.

Ulphilas was born A. D. 318. He was made
bishop of the Goths in 348. The great work
of his life was his version of the sacred Scrip­
tures ill the Gothic tongue, T11is was made
soon after the middle of that century. The
importance of this work will be understood
when we remember that in those days and
for a 1011g time after, Gothic was the vernacu­
lar of a large part of Europe.

Ulphilas was one of those bishops who could
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never conscientiously subscribe to the clecrees
of the council of Nic[ea. III 388, being
charged with Arianism, he visited Constanti­
110I)le to defend himself against the allcgeel'
heresy, where he died at the age of 70.

Great interest has attached to this version
ill modern times from the unexpected discov­
ery of certain portions of it still remaining, ill

the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. III

the latter part of the sixteenth century a COl)Y
was foundjn a library at Werden ill \,\Test­
phalia, and a few extracts from it were pub­
lished. III 1648, when the Swedes took that
part of Prague lying 011 the left of the 1\101­
dau, near the close of the thirty years' war,
among the spoils taken and sent to Stock­
1101111 was the famous manuscript known as
the Cot/ex A 1:fe1Ztelts, or silver manuscript,
This is i11 Gothic, and contains a COl)y of the
four Gospels according to Ulphilas's Version,
I t is written all purple vellum, ill silver let­
ters, except the beginnings of the sections
which are in golel. The manuscript is of
quarto size, and when the Bible was entire
is said to have contained 320 leaves, but
when found had only 188 folios. III its pres­
ent state SOl11e portion of each Gospel is
missing, and the purple color is a gooel (leal
facled. After several changes of l)lace and
ownership, it was ill 1662 splendidly bound
and deposited for safe keeping ill the library
of the University of Upsal, where it is 1l0\V

preserved ill a silver case.

The uniformity of the writing is so wonder­
ful, that it has been thought that the letters
must have been stamped ill with a 110t iron;
somewhat as bookbinders now stamp their
letters OIl the back or outside of a book.
The fact that the letters are deeply furrowed­
ill ac1cls to this probability. It is held to have
been executecl as early as the sixth century,
and is thought to have been made for the
Gothic IZing of uIJper Italy.

III subsequent years other fragments of this
version came to light, and all have been ed­
iteel and published. The portions thus re­
covered, running back to the fourth century,
are highly regarcled as aids to Biblical criti­
CISl11.

TIle Armenian Version.

To the end of the fourth century the Ar­
menian Church employed the Syriac alphabet
and Scriptures. But after the invention of
the Armenian alphabet at the beginning of
the fifth century several attempts were made
to translate the Bible into the native Armenian,
at first from Syriac, but afterwards from the
Creek. It would be interesting to trace the
earnest labors of Isaac, the Armenian Patri­
arch, and his associates, Miesrob,Joseph, and
Eznak, in this clirection. About A. D. 450,
their united efforts resulted in what is known
as the Armenian Version, I t has been pre­
servecl 111 lnallY clifferent manuscripts, and is
regarded as a valuable assistance in ascertain-
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ing the readings of Greek manuscripts exist­
ing in the early part of the fifth century.

TIle first printed edition of this version was
issued at Amsterdam ill 1666. Since then
several others have made their a!)pearallce,
each critically editeel and revisecl. A few
)Tears ago the learned German critic, Tisch­
endorf, visited the Armenian monastery of
St. Lazarus, on a island near Venice, and was
there told by the scholar, Aucher, that lle
and some of his fellow 111011k:s were engaged
011 a new critical edition, When finished it
will be all object of interest to Biblical stu­
dents. TIle zeal and faithfulness with which
the Christian Armenians of every age down
to the present time have cultivated the Ian­
guage, literature, religion, and tradition of
their fathers and their Church cannot fail to
excite our admiration and approval,

Siatrani: Version,

As early as 863, Christian missionaries, at
the request of some of the people, entered
Moravia, ill what is 110\V the N orthern part of
the Austrian Empire. The inhabitants then,
as l10\V, belonged to the Slavic race. Cyrillus,
one of the first of those missionaries, it is said
invented the 81avo111a11 alphabet, This was
with the view of transferring the Scriptures to
that tongue. And SOOll after, he COll1111C11Cecl

tIle translation. I-Ie dieel in 868, 110t having
completed the whole-Bible. It was contin­
ued however by his brother, Methodius, TIle

Old Testament was a version of the Septua­
gint; the t\VO brothers having gone frOITI
Thessalonica, in the East.

From thence it found its way to the other
Slavonian nations, and is the ioundation of
the more modern revised versions in those
tongues. The oldest manuscript of allY P?r­
tion of this version now known to exist,
contains the four Gospels ill the Cyrillic
characters and was executed in 1056. An­
other cop~ at Rheims is nearly as old, and is
the one 011 which the kings of France used
to take their coronation oaths. One at Mos­
cow, also containing the four Gospels, belongs
to the year 1144.

Arabic Versions.

III the tenth century, Rabbi Saadiah Hag­
gaon translated portions of the. Old Tes~a­
ment directly frorn the Hebrew 111to Arabic,
His versions of so many of the books have
been found that it is believecl he translateel
the whole 01el Testament. An edition of his
Pentateuch was printed at Constantinople ill
154 6. At a later time a translation was made
of the 8yriac Peshito Old Testanlent; a~ld
afterwards, another of the Greek Septuagint
into Arabic. Subsequently, a number of ver­
sions of the New Testament were made ;
S011le from the Latin, others from the Syriac.

A survey of the work of the e~rly .Chll~ch
ill this particular is both interestmg and 111­
structive. They regarded the Divine Word
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as the fountain of light; as the foundation of
the faith and life of the Church ; and to
whatever people the Gospel went, their first
desire was to give then) a version of the
Scriptures ill their O\VIl tongue. This object
they prosecuted with the utmost zeal and
perseverancc ; elevoting lives of application,
labor, and self-sacrifice to its accomplish­
ment. So that ill a few centuries we find
the nations surrounding the Roman Empire
ill all directions, and usually called barbari­
a1ls,-01l the East, 011 the South, 011 the North
and N orth-west, possessed of the Holy Word
in their 0\V11 language. 'I'his was the bright
morning of the Church, the full broad glow
of her brilliant dawn,

And it forms a striking contrast to the
perioel which followed, when the 1{.0111ish
po,ver had become predorninant ; when it
carne to be held that the Scriptures were 110t
for the COllllll011 11cOI)le or the vulgar tongues;
when the early versions were allowed to linger
ill obscurity, and neglect, and the night of
the clark ages settlecl clown over I~urope,-a
night, the gl00111 of which was at length
broken, and is 110\V being dispelled, 1))' the
discovery of the art of printing; the Protest­
ant Reformation, the second advent of the
Lorcl by the opening of the spiritual meaning
of the 'Vorel, its translation into nearly every
k110\Vll modern tongue, ancl its unparalleled
diffusion ill our clay to all parts of the earth.

XVIII.- Manuscripts of the Bible.

IN the twelfth verse of the second Epistle
of John we read; "Havillg many things to
write unto you, I would 110t write with paper
(cllarte,-jaj)'rtts) and ink, but I trust to
come unto you, and speak face to face, that
our joy may be full." And in Paul's seconcl
to Timothy, iv. 13, we have,-" TIle cloke
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou
comest, bring with tilee, and the books, es­
pecially the parchments."

III these passages we have allusion to t\VO

kinds of manuscripts existing ill the Apostolic
age. From other sources than the sacred
writers we have abundant information COl1­

cerning them. The first, spoken of by John,
and mentioned also by Paul under the term
"booles," were of a real" paper," made from
the inner bark of the papyrus plant, by a pro­
cess from which our modern methods of pa­
per making have been derived. TIle seat of
the manufacture in those days "vas in Alex­
andria ill Egypt. From thence it "vas ex­
ported to all parts of the world. I t was the
principal material employed for literary pl1r­
poses; for letter writing, for documents of all
kinds, and for books. TIle books of that day
usually consistecl of one long, continuous
sheet of l)aper wound on a roller, or small
cylinder, thus constituting a roll or scroll.
These ill Latin were called vollimina, hence
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~llr Ellglis.ll word uaiu»:«. N umerous Egyp­
tian l)al)yrl have been found and are preserved
in the museums of Europe. A few such as

vvere ill tlSe ill the days of the Apostles have
been discovereel ill the ruins of Herculaneum.

It is almost certain that nearly all the early
Christian books were of this kind. I t was
the cheaper form, and best fi tteel for general
circulation, They were however liable to
wear out by frequent handling, and to become
brittle and fall to pieces. No COr)y of the
ScriI)t,!res i~l. this form, 110r of allY early
Christian wrrung, has COl11e down to lIS.

III the times of which we are studying ab'
tougher, 1110re durable material was becinnin (J"

to be introduced. The preparation Obf skin~
for this purpose was anciently 1{110\Vll, and
'N'as gradually i1TI1)rOvecI in quality until some­
thing 1110re than a hundred years before the
Christian era it assumed the form which we
call parchment. 'I'his is the name given to it
when made of sheep-skin. A heavier finer, . ,
and 1110re durable article is manufactured
fro 111 calf-skin, and callecl 7){'!!//IJl. The
parchment lJeillg 1110re expensive than l)ap­
}'rus, was reserveel for the 1110st important
works, The emphasis laid 111)011 the parch­
ments ill the last of the sentence quoted from
Paul SI10\VS that they had alreaely begun to
be used for the preservation of Christian
documents, and also the superior value placed
upon them. None, even of these 110\VCVer,
have come down to us from that primitive

time. So far as present discovery has gone,
all "tIle parcll1uents" of the first three Chris­
tian centuries have disappeared. Those early

books were written ill large square letters, in
continuous Iines, without spaces between the
words, and without marks of punctuation,
They are called "uncials," because each
letter is about an inch ill length ; and they
are all capitals.

III the fourth century the I)archIII ents. had
come into more gellerel use, and the rolls
graelually gave place to books consisting of
a number of distinct leaves bound together,
presenting all appearallce, both as to their
pages and their exterior, much like our
modern quarto volumes. In the persecution
which took place under Diocletian, A. D.
303, copies of the Christian Scriptures had
become sufficiently numerous to furnish a
special object to the persecutors, who \vere
bent on clestroying them, And some pro­
fessecl Christians purchased their OWll lives
by a surrender of the sacred books ill their
possession, I t may be partly owing to the
clestruction thus caused, and partly perhaps
to other circumstances, that we have none of
those early copies left to us.

III view of the prevailing destitution which
ensued, it is recorded by Ensebius that one
of the first acts of Constantine after the es­
tablishment of the empire at Constantinople,
was to order the preparation of fifty manu..
scripts of the I-Ioly Scriptures, for the use of
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the Church, TIley were to be done "on
fair skins, by skilful caligraphists ;" which 110
doubt meant calf-skins, 'or vellum: of the best
and most durable quality. j\11c1 it is 110 doubt
that it is to the gooel example thus set that
we owe the preservation of the 1110st ancient
manuscripts we 110'V possess.

So far as yet kl10\Vl1, there are only t\VO of
the manuscripts of that century still remain­
ing. One of these is the Codex Varica»: tis,
clescribeel farther 011, and so callecl because
it is lodged ill the library of the Vatican, at
R~0111e, where it appears to have IJeCl1 from the
foundation of the institution. The other is
the Cor(ex Sinaiticlts, or great 111al1115Cril)t of
the Scriptures recently c1iscoverec1 by Tisch­
endorf ill a convent at Mount Sinai, also
described below. As these belong to the
century in which Constantine livec1, it has
been conjectured that they 111a}' he of the
fifty copies orc1ered by that emperor to be
prepared. While we possess 110 information
rendering this certain, there is nothing 1111­

reasonable ill the supposition. Though S0111e
recent critics have thought they find reasons
for placing the Sinaitic manuscripts as late
as the beginning of the fifth century, or
nearly a hunc1recl years after Constantine.

There are four very ancient and nnportant
manuscripts, of which it lllay be interesting
to mention the principal particulars. These
originally all contained the entire Bible, 01el
and Ncw Testament, in Greek.

I. THE CODEX ALEXANDRINUS, OR 'ALEXANDRINE

MANUSCRIPT•

We consider this first, because it is the
best known, and until quite recently was the
1110st accessible and lTIOSt thoroughly studied
of all of them, ancl has been placed by schol­
ars first ill the list of uncial manuscripts, be­
illg marked " A " in the catalogues. It is in
the British Museum, ill London, where it is
kept under a glass case, and is allowed to be
examined only for the most important critical
purposes. Visitors call look: at it through
the glass, observing its binding and a couple
of its lJages, which as one of the volumes is
01)el1, are exposecl to view.

It was sent as a present to Charles I., king
of England, in 1628, by Cyrillus (or Cyril)
Luearis, patriarch of Constantinople ; by
\VI10111 it was brought from Alexandria in
EgYIJt, where 11e hacl formerly held the same
office. In a note which is attached to it,
Cyrillus himself writes to the Icing, that the
tradition at Alexanclria was that it had been
copied out in the fourth century by a noble
Egyptian woman. A subscription at the end,
in Arabic, makes her to have been Theckla
the martyr ; an evielent error, as she lived in
the Apostolic age ..

All its internal 111arks indicate its great age.
It is written ill t\VO columns on a page, with­
out spaces between the words or marks of
punctuation, except an occasional clot. The
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sections begin with large letters placecl at the
siele of the COIUlll11. 'I'he vellum 011 which it
is written is in general well preserved thouah
• ' b
111 InallY places holes are seen ill the leaves.
TIle whole is 1)OUI1Cl ill four volumes, three
containing the Old Testament accordinc to
the Septuagint, with the Apocrypha, b the
fourth containing the N ew Testarnent, to
which is appended the genuine letter of
Clement of 1{.0111e to the Corinthians, with a
fragment of a second, spurious letter. The
Old 'I'estament is clefective ill a portion of
the Psalms, while ill the N ew, a part of Mat­
thew is wanting, with a fewchapters in JOh11

and II. Corinthians, To the spurious Epis­
tIe at the end we owe the preservation of the
Book of Revelation elltire, as it has receivecl
t?e we~r and tear of the ages, losing a por­
tion of Its contents, while the book within has
been shielelecl from harm.

SOl11~ assign its elate to the fourth century,
according to the claim of the tradition, but
more attribute it to the fifth ; while there is
110 doubt that Egypt was the place of its l)ro­
duction,

2. THE CODEX Vl\TICANUS, OR VATICAN

l\Il\NUSCRIP1',

marked "B " ill the catalogues. This is per­
haps a hundred years older than the Alexan­
drine manuscript, and belongs unmistakably
to the fourth century. Some believe it to
have been ill existence as early as the coun-

cil of Nice. If so, it may have furnished the
model after which Constantine formed the
1)la11 for his fifty copies.

" 'T'11e whole text is bouncl ill one volume
in reel .lnoroc~o, a quarto, measuring ten and
a half inches 111 length, ten inches in breadth,
and between four aI1C} five inches i11 thickness,
There are 759 very thin and clelicate leaves
of vellum, of which 146 belong to the N ew­
Testament, The text is uncial, written in
three narrow columns on a page, and the
characters are clear, simple and beautiful
little smaller than those of the Codex Alex~
andrinus, anel a little larger than those of the
manuscript of Philodemus a treatise all mu­
sic, which was the first of' the Herculaneum
rolls. successfully opened anel given to the
I)Ublic, III fact the Vatican manuscript is
the 1110St similar to these rolls of Hercula­
11eU111 of ?-ll of the copies of the Scriptures
thus far discovered. There are no divisions
bet\Veel1. the words, but where a change from
one subject to another occurs there is some­
times a slJace of an entire letter, sometimes
of only half a letter, to mark the transition.
III the original writing the initial letters were
of the same size as all the others, but a later
hand has written larger initials over the old
and simple character~. No punctuation ap­
pears ex~ept such a~ h.as been interpolated by'
lat~f s~rlbes, and this IS rare, only four points
bC111g Inserted in the first six chapters of the
Gospel of Matthew. As it stands at present
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the text is provided with accents and marks of
aspiration, which were at one time considered
the work of the original writer ;"* but which
are now known to be executed ill a different
ink and by a more modern hand. Great
lapse of time faeled the ancient ink, and at
some early date the letters were retouched
by a careful hand throughout large portions
of the text.

Originally the work contained the whole
Bible, inclueling the Apocrypha, ancl also the
Epistle of Clement of IZol11e to the Corin­
thians, At present the Olel Testament wants
the greater part of Genesis anel a part of the
Psalms. In the N ew Testament the Epistle
to Philemon, those to Timothy and Titus,
the latter part of Hebrews, and the 13001c of
Revelation, are gone. 011 account of its ac­
knowledged antiquity the critical authority
of this manuscript is of the foremost rank..

3. TI-IE CODEX SINAITICUS, OR SINAI l\IANUSCRIPT.

This has been clesignateel by Tischendorf
its cliscoverer, by alcpll, the first letter of the
Hebrew alphabet. One of the 1110St interest­
ing events ill biblical science, of the present
century, is the unexpected cliscovery of this
valuable manuscript, 011 a visit to the COl1­

vent of St. Catharine at Mount Sinai ill 1844,
Tischendorf found forty-three leaves of a
beautiful parchment COI)Y of the Septuagint,
not before known to European scholars.

* Rev. G. E. Merrill, " Story of the Manuscripts."

'I'hese 11e carried home with 11i111 011 his re­
turn to Germany. III 1859 he made another
visit to this convent, when it was his high
privilege, after encountering delays and per­
plexities, to bring to light the remainder of
this important work; adding now over three
hundred leaves more, containing the N ew
Testament entire, part of the Old, the so
calleel Epistle of Barnabas, and a part of the
writing called the Shepherd of Hermas.

Tischendorf ineluceel the monks to part
with this manuscript as a loan to the Ernper­
or of Russia, and it is now in the keeping of
the Government at St. Petersburg. It is not
a little singular that two stray leaves of this
manuscript and half a leaf, widely separated
from them, have been cliscovered and added
to the original. It now consists of three
hundred and forty-seven and a half leaves,
thirteen and a half inches wiele by nearly fif­
teen inches long. (We believe these do not
include the forty-three leaves of the Olel Tes­
tament first found, anel taken by Tischendorf
to Leipsic.) It is written on a very fine parch­
ment, which Tischendorf thinks is composed of
the skins of young antelopes, the prose parts
four columns on a page, the poetical portions
having but t\VO columns to the page. The
letters are uncial, large and plain. As it pro­
ceeded from the hand of the original copyist
it had neither ornamented capitals, accents,
nor divisions of words or sentences, But, as
is common with ancient manuscripts, it has
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received revisions anel so - call eel corrections
from later pens. Tischendorf believes that
he has detectecl the corrections of at least tell
different revisers, extending over a period
ending ill the twelfth century. It bears the
marks of very high antiquity, belonging prob­
ably to the fourth century, though some are
elisposecl to place it ill the early part of the
fifth.

Through the munificence of the Czar, the
illustrious discoverer has been enabled to
prepare and issue at Leipsic a fac-simile
ed.ition of this noble manuscript, and to pre­
sellt copies of it to 111allY of the leading libra­
ries and institutions of the Christian world,
It was completed ill 1862, ill four folio vol­
umes, and several libraries ill our 0\Vl1 COUll­
try have been fortunate enough to obtain a
set.

4. THE CODEX EPI-IRAEI\fI, OH. EPI-IRAEl\I

lVIANUSCRIP1~,

marked ill the catalogues as Coclex "C," ancl
preserved ill the N atiollal. Library at Pari?
This is a pal£1Jzpsest. Which means that It
once had another wri ting wri tten over it. Its
history is this. TIle original manuscri l)t is
believed to belong to the first half of the fifth
century. By the thirteenth century the ink
had faded and the writing had IJeC0111e so
pale and hard to read that it was thought. to
have become useless as a copy of the Scrip­
tures. The vellum leaves therefore were

taken for another purpose, and hacl inscribeel
on them sermons and other writings of Eph­
raem, COlTIlTIOnly called "the Syrian saint,"
all eminent father ane1 theologian of the 01(1
Syrian Church, 'VI10 flourished in the fourth
century. The leaves \vere put into the new
volume without any reference to the order
of their former arrangement, being selected
by hap-hazard, and some being turned up­
sicle down others front side behind. SJ that
when their true character was discovered it
was exceedingly difficult to bring them back
to their l)roper oreler. .

III 1535, Lascaris, a noted scholar, died at
Rome, having elevated lnan~ ye~rs to the
collection of valuable manuscripts In the east.
Among his treasures was this Ephraem Inan­
uscript, At Lascar's cleath it passed to Car­
elinal Riclolfi, of Florence, and. subsequently
carne into possession of the Medicis. Cath­
erine de Medici, when she left Italy, becom­
ing queen of Henry II. of France, carried
these sermons of Ephraem with her for her
own reading, From her hands probably it
carne into the library where it 110'V remains.

III the latter part of the seventeenth cen­
tury, Peter Allix, a careful reacler, discerned
traces of another text beneath that of Ephra­
ern. A close examination revealed the fact
that there was a separate text underneath,
anel that it was a copy of the sacred Scrip­
ture. The eliscovery at once excited the at­
tention of scholars, The original text \vas so
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faint and so much obscured by the later writ­
ing that it was a very perplexing task. to de­
cipher it. Repeated attempts had been
made, with GIlly partial success, when ill
1834 a chemical solution being applied to
about a hundred leaves, a still further success
was achieveel, l11allY 1110rc of the letters al)­
pearing with greater distinctness. III the
year 1840 Tischcndorf undertook the task of
deciphering it and ill a few )TCarS succeeded ill
bringing out all edition, following the 11l;l11U­
script IJage for page and line for line. This
great scholar was able even to 110te the work
of revisers of the manuscriIJt, eleclaring that
110 less than four hands had been at work 011

the ancient text.
TIle volume as now preserved contains two

hundred and nine leaves, OI1C hundred and
forty-five of which belong to thc New Testa­
ment, Nearly t\VO thirds of the N C\V Testa­
ment are present, while of course the larger
part of the Old Testament is missing. The
text instead of bcing ill several COlUll111S, is
in one broad one, more like our modern
pages. TIle oreler of the I3001~s is the same
as in the Coelex Alexandrinus. The work is
written all thin vellum, with great accuracy
ill almost all its parts. I ts very great all ti­
quity places it ill the front rank of critical
value and authority,

To illustrate to the modern reader the
manner in which these ancient uncial manu­
scripts are written, all ill capital letters with-

out spaces between the words or marks of
punctuation, we give below a short specimen.
The passage constitutes the fourth and fifth
verses of the last chapter of Mark, and is
found ill both the Vatican and Sinaitic manu­
scripts. Only, the order of the English words
is here substituted for that of the Greek.

ANDWHENTHEYLOOKEDTHEYS
A\VTHATTHESTONEWASROLLE
DAvVAYFORIT\VASVERYGREAT
ANDENTERINGINTOTHESEPU
LCHRETHEYSAWAYOUNGMANS
ITTINGONTHERIGHTSIDECL
OTHEDINALONGWHITEGARME
NTANDTHEYWEREAFRAI
D

The manner in which these four great
uncials, and most valuable of all the manu­
scripts, are, under Divine Providence, dis­
tributeel geographically, is worthy of note
and consideration, They are lodgeel ill four
great capitals of Europe; while these may
justly be taken as seats of four distinct ec­
clesiastical influences, and therefore as repre­
senting the four great sections of Christendom,
Rome is the centre of Ultra-Montanism and
papal power ; Paris, the head of the Gallican
or low-Church Catholic party, which has
stooel out in opposition to the supremacy
of the pope in temporal matters ; St. Peters­
burg is the metropolis of the Greek Church j
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while London stands as the head-quarters of
Protestantism,

5. OTHER ANCIEN1' l\IANUSCRIJ.YfS.

III addition to these four principal GIleS,
there are a number of important and interest­
ing fragments or portions of ancient manu­
scripts, dating from the fourth to the seventh
century ; some thirty or 1110re, preserved ill

the various repositories of Europe.
One of great critical value is the Codex

Dltblillellsz"s ...rescriptlts, or Dltolillljsest, cles­
igxlated by the letter" Z," ancl deposited in
the library of Trini ty College, Dublin. Along
with other small portions of the Bible it COl1­
tains thirty-two leaves of the Cospel of Mat­
thew, A chemical process has been employed
to improve the legibility of the manuscript,
ancl after SOl11e previous attempts, Trcgclles ill

1853 brought out all edition of all that
call be deciphered. It belongs to the sixth
century, and is written in a singularly 1)01e1,
symmetrical, and elegant style.

The Car/ex Calltabrl~f',iellsiJ, or Cambridge
manuscript, so called because lorlgcd i11 the
library of that English university, is better
known as the BCZtl maJlltJcript, and is c1esig­
natcd by the letter "1)." It is ill t\VO 18.11­

guages, containing the four Cospcls and Acts
of the Apostles in Greek anc1 Latin on opposite
pages. According to the account give11 by
the great scholar, Theodore 13cz8., it was
found by him during the French civil wars

ill 1562, in the monastery of St. Irenseus, at
Lyons, III 158 I Beza sent it as a present to
the University of Cambridge, It has pecu­
lar readings ill SOl11e places, but which are
110t reputed to be very ancient. It was un­
doubtedly executed somewhere in France,
but its age has 110t been determined.

All1011g the remains of high antiquity are
the fragments of the Codex PztrjJztrezts, or
purple manuscript, designated by the letter
" N." This famous book was ill four parts,
written 011 fine thin vellum of a rich purple
color, ill silver letters, with the words God,
Jesus, Saviour, SOIl, Christ, and other names
of the Deity, ill gold. TIllIS presenting a very
beautiful appearance, Double columns stand
upon the lJage. It "vas probably made in the
sixth century. But the book has had a re­
markable history, It has been taken to
pieces, its various portions being scattered
widely apart, Four of its leaves are among
the Cottonin manuscripts preserved ill the
British Museum, six are in the Vatican, and
t\VO ill the Imperial Library at Vienna. For
a long period it was supposed that these were
the only remnants left. But a recent discov­
ery made ill the monastery of St. JOh11, ill the
Isle of Patmos, has brought to light thirty­
three similar leaves, which have since been
identified as belonging to this ancient book.
The locality ill which they were found serves
to invest them with peculiar interest. We
110\V possess forty-five leaves. Their great
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age 11:1S told upon them, TIle original rich­
ness of the purple has largely faded u\vay, the
silver letters have mostly turned black, but
the Divine names ill golel still stand out with
lustre 011 the lJage.

Perhaps the latest eliscovery is that of the
Caacx RossallCllsis brough t to ligh t ill 1879 ill

the Episcopal Palace ill the little town of Ros­
sano, 011 the C;111f of Taranto, ill South Italy.
It is a thick quarto volume bounel ill leather,
containing the GOSIJels of Matthew and Mark,
very nearlycollllJlete, lacking only a few
verses at the end. I t is a splendid purple
manuscript, with double columns of silver
text OIl each page. It has one hundred and
eighty-eight of these beautiful vellum leaves,
which have been SOl11C\vIlat injureel by bind­
ing. TIle letters are uncial, and very similar
to those of Coc1ex "N," the purple 111all11­
script just described above. The donhle
columns each contain twenty lines, having
only fr0111 nine to twelve letters all a line.
The words arc 110t separated, nor arc there ac­
cents, or breathings, or punctuation, except all
occasional point, It is believed to bclong to
the sixth century ; and is ill the keeping of
the local Archbishop ill whose possession it
was f01l11e1.

A notice of all the interesting ancient frag­
merits would require far more space then we
are able to elevote to this department, And
therefore we will close with the mention only
of one or t\VO others.

III the Royal Library at Stockholm ill Swe­
den there is a very curious old manuscript,
known as "Gigas Librorurn," the" Giant of
Books." It gets its name from its iITIlTIenSe
size. TIle length of its leaves is thirty­
five inches, their breadth eighteen ; and when
011e11e(1 it covers a square yarel of surface. It
118.S three hundred and nine leaves of very
thick and heavy parchment, peculiarly pre­
pareel j made, it is believeel, of asses' skins,
and requires t\VQ or three men to carry it.
I t is written in Latin, and contains, besides
the whole of the Old and N ew Testaments,
the "Antiql1ities" and "J cwish Wars" of
Josephus, with several other works in esteem
among the early Christians. Some place it
ill the ninth century, others ill the twelfth.
SOUle suppose it to have been a 1011g time in
transcription, It is possible therefore that it
nlay have been commenced ill the ninth cen­
tury anel SOUle of the appended books added
as late as 1:2 39.

As far back as its history can be traced, it
belongecl to a small Benedictine Monastery
at Pocllazic, ill Bohemia. Thence it passed
to Braunau. III 1648, the last year of the
".Thirty Years' vVar," it was found by Gus­
tavus Adolphus and his Swedes among the
treasures at the capture of Prague, and was
carried by them to Stockholm, where it now
rests. .

There is also ill this same library at Stock­
holm another rare and valuable Biblical 111an-



234 BIBLE I\'Il\NUAL. MANUSCRIP1.'S OF THE BIBLE. 235

uscript, known as the "Coelex Aureus," or
golden manuscript. It contains a Latin
translation of the four Gospels, made very
early and written, ill part, at least, ill letters
of gold 011 purple-colored vellum. It has
attracted 111lICIl attention from scholars, and
an elaborate edi ti011 of the text has 1)ee11
issued by 1\1r. Belsheim. Many of its read­
ings are like the "Vetus Itala," the ancient
I talian Version already described. It is COlTI­
monly believecl to belong to the sixth cell tury,
It COI1Sists of 011e hundred and ninty-five
leaves, fully written in double columns, aver­
aging twenty-six lines to the COIUlTI11. A few
of the leaves are yellow, 011 which the writ­
ing is black; anel 011 SOITIe of the purple
pages silver letters have been used instead of
golel.

III concluding thus our brief survey of the
1110St ancient Biblical manuscripts, several
important reflections forcibly suggest them­
selves. III this history we behold the minute
watchful care of the Divine Providence over
the contents of His 0\Vl1 Word, "lith what
love for their possession and preservation
were the hearts of Christian men inspired
through all those times ! What expedients
were employed to 0 btain sui table and du f­

able material 011 which to inscribe thcm l
While the prolonged labor, the unwearied
care, faithful application, and patient industry
bestowed upon their production, l11USt forever
command our sincere admiration anel grateful

praise. The dangers often incurred ancl the
bitter persecutions sometimes undergone on
account of possessing these Scriptures, come
also into view, increasing our sympathy for
the sufferers and our esteem for their resolute
Christian courage.

And then, the Providence over those rolls
and codices when once produced l Kept
from destruction through a long series of
barbaric ages; at length brought to light, ill

the dawn of this New Christian Age, out of
the recesses in which they had been hidden
far so many centuries, and restored to use...
fulness; sometimes their scattered leaves
brought together from the four winds, These
are a few of the many footsteps of our Lord.
ill this, His second corning, which aclvent, as
we know, is effected ill and through His own
Holy Word, by a revelation of its interior or
true Christian meaning.

III the ninth century a new style of Ina11U-
scripts began to be introduced, denominated
Cursiues, This term is applied simply to
the manner of writing, Instead of having all
capitals, ancl letters the size of an inch, as
did the U1zciaIs, these newer manuscripts
have small letters, except at the headings,
which are joined together by the pen, 111lICh
as ill our present style of writing. This
method was adoptecl 011 account of the
greater facility and rapiclity with which it
can be executed.

By the: tenth century the cursive style had



BIBLE 1IANUAL. 1vIANUSCRIPTS OF THE BIBLE. 237

very generally superceded the uncial ill the
preparation of copies of the sacrecl Scripture.
This practice continued down to the inven­
tion of printing ill the fifteenth century.
Consequently the Cursives that 11:1Ve been
preserved are far 1110re numerous than the
Uncials. 1\11c1 although they are of 1110re

1110(le1"11 elate, yet are they very valuable testi­
111011ials to the accuracy of the text of I-Ioly
Scripture. It 11111St be remembered that they.
are copies of ancient Uncials that have dis­
appeared ; and therefore present to us a
transcript of the ancient texts. They are in
agreement, too, with the Uncials we possess,
and so contribute 111LlCll additional corrobora­
tive testimony to their faithfulness and purity.

As is well known, they do 110t all read exact­
ly alike. W e fincl repeated variations ; while
ill l11allY Callies slight inaccuracies of the
copyist have crept in. J\!I11Ch 11:1S been said
about these things of late years, and in sorn e
quarters these variations and inaccuracies
have been grcatly exaggerated an:1 over- rn tl~d.

For the most part these differences arc very
slight, consisting sometimes in the addition
or omission of a single letter; ill others, in ~

simple re-arrangement or transposition of the
words, Vcry seldom is there any important
change ill a l)assagc; and it is believed that
ill 110 case is any important Christian doctrine
or principle involved.

The number of Cursivcs is so great that
they serve to correct each other's mistakes,

Where one presents a peculiar reading ill a
certain place, there will be fifty others per­
1131)S which preserve the true reading, all in
agreement with each other. So that it is
comparatively easy to correct these numer­
ous individual blunders, and bring forth out
of tile whole a continuous and complete
Word of the Lord. And it is with good rea­
SOIl firmly believecl that our present Bible is
such a COIJY. There are at Jeast fifteen hUI1­
dred manuscripts containing the whole or
important portions of the Scripture. These
have come from all parts of the older Chris­
tendorn, have emanated from all the different
sections of the early Church, and all bring to
us ill reality the very same Scripture frOITI
end to end, Considering the various sources
from which they come, and the widely differ­
ent channels through which they have reached
us, their agreement nlay be said to be truly
wonderful, And as the last forty or fifty
years have been so rich ill the discovery of
valuable memorials supposed to be lost, may
we 110t only hope, but 'firmly believe, that
Divine Proviclence has mere of such con­
cealed things ill store, and that in due time
still other 11l0St valuable discoveries will be
made,


