










SllCONIJ BOOIC OF ICINGS

sensual good, I c),23(); of the hr:\scn sea as dcnoting natural truth
grounded in good, 10,235; of brcaki m; in pieces as denoting to be
corru ptcd, 166.+, 4926; of the Chaldcans as denoting the falsities of
the love of dominion, 1368; of the brascn sea being destroyed as de­
noting- purification prevented, 10,235; and of the brass being carried
to B:lhylol1 as denoting- that nntur.i] .uul scnsual good also become
subscrvicn! to the love uf dorui n io n, -t.25 ; chap. x x iv. I.

1.+. This is evident bee.ruse vessels denote scientifics or receptacles
of higher truths and affections, 3°79; pots and shovels denote truth
and good interior, 0'+08, 9724; snuffers and spoons denote truth and
good exterior, 9572, 9544; vessels of brass denote receptacles of
natural good, 3079, 425; "wherewith they ministered," denotes by
which true worshi p is promoted, 9925; and the Chaldeans taking these
things away evidently denotes corruption by the falsities of the love
of dominion, T368.

15. "lh is is dcmousuat ccl thus: I»)' the lircp.ms and the basons are
d enutcd superior receptacles as to good and :IS to truth, 97 23, 9724;
by gold and sil vcr are denoted g-()od and truth, 425; by gold, in gold,
and silver, in silver, is denoted correspondence, as is evident from the
repetition of the terms ; and by the captain of the guard taking these
things away is denoted perversion by the corrupted natural 111an, ver. 8.

16. Th is is seen from rcrucmbcring that the two pillars denote
natural good, 967'+, .+25; that the onc sea denotes purifying truth,
10,235; that the bases denote sensual good supporting, 10,236; that
"which SOl0l110n had made for the house of the Lord," denotes" that
'worship mn.y be pure and holy," 65.+; 3720; that the brass of
all these vessels denotes thc ul ti mute good of receptacles, 42 5, 3°79;
and that being without wcig-ht denotes not capable of estimation, 3104.

17. This is proved thus: ihc onc pillar denotes, in the supren1e
sense, the (lu:l1ity of the Lord's glorified humn n life, and in the
s l' ir i t u:r l s t' II set111. q IIa lit y ()f the regen l' r:Ited 1ifc 0 f Ill: I n in t11 e
11:1t t1r;1I degTcc, as to the wi II, vcr. 13; I I(ings vi i. 13-22; heigh t de­
notes l/l\;dily ;IS to degrees of good, 650, ; eightcen cubits denotes
;1 full course of t cmptn tious, 17°1); the c.h.rpi tcr denotes inmost g-ood,
because it W:lS as the lic.u], 7°51); three denotes perfection, 0825;
network and pOll1cgTanates denote scicn ti lies of truth and g'()od, 0727,
()73 I, 95 52 553; up 0 nth c c hap itel' r()u11d a b 0 u t, :111 ()f h rass, clen 0 tes
in adjunction, and even of natural good, 27C)8, .+25, 2073; and" like
unto these had t h c second pillar wi t l: net work," clcuorcs that what is
true of the will is also true of the u ndcrstandiru; of thc natural degree
as to internal and external life, vcr, J3; [ Kings vii. 13-22.

IS. This is proved from the signification of the captain of the g-uard
as denoting" the merely natural I11a11, ver. 8 ; of Scraiah the chief pricst
as denoting celcstial g-ood which is prinlary, bccause Seraiah 111CanS
prince IILe ]Jord, and thus denotes what is prinlary, 1.+8'2, ancI tIle
chi C f p ric s t (l C'I1 0 tcs ('(' Ies t i;I 1 g'0 () d , I 7 0 f ! c ph; I11 ia h the sec0 n d
pril'st ;IS >,piritll;tl whit'll i:-i >';('("(l\J(Ltry, IWl";IIISC Icphaniah
111C;II1S ///1' S('(Fl'/ l!/ ///1' lord, ;lnd tllus dCllotes ch:lrity, and the IJ/oll/IL

II/(' and thus denotes truth, 2--!-94, ()()85, GCJb7, anc1 the
second priest ;l]sO denotcs t'h;nity when the lirst dcnotes celestial
good, T720; :111(1 of the thrce keepers of the door as dcnoting natural
good thcncc c1cri\Tccl by \\'hich is the entrance to higher good, because
threc denotcs success .;'.'Z': thus the ulti nlate, <)825, 0866, to
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be a keeper denotes to serve or be subservient as faith is to charity,
and thcrefore as natural good is to spiritual good, 37 2 , and the door
denotes that by which there is entrance to higher good, 235 6, 237 6;
and of taking- captive as denoting to pervert and destroy, 9348.

10. T'h is is true because the city c1ell?tes doctrine or. truth, 4°2 ; an.
officer set over t hc 111cn of war denotes inmost truth which defends man
in temptation 5°04 1664; Jive men of them that saw the klng's face;'
denotes inmost conjoined to good in peace, since by five is denoted
fewness and also rema.ins, 529 I, by men are denoted truths, 429, and by
secinv the kinv's face is denoted the conjunction of truth with good in a
state peace,bI 728, 222, ; found the.city, denote.s truths which are
of the church, 4°2; the scribe denotes mterior truth which confirms good,
9"86· the captain of the host denotes interior truth which defends man
i ptation, ..11 .J? 832; 1664, 3448 ; ll1us.tering the. of the land,
denotes the preparation of 111al1 for temptation by ordination and arrange­
men t 10 2 J 7; and threescore 111en of the people of the land, denotes
ever): truth by which' conflict is maintained and good is con-

firmed, 33°6, 429, 1259.

20. This is evident because N ebuzaradan the captain of the guard,
denotes -the vastated natural 111an under the influence of the love of
dominion, ver. 8; taking the men and bringing them to the king of
Babylon, denotes the rejection of all good affections true thol:ghts
in Tavour of the love of dominion, ver. 19; chap. XX1V. I ; and Riblah
denotes the state of strife in which the love of dominion delights, chap.
xxii]. 33.

:2I. '[his is demonstrated from the signification of the king of Babylon
as dcuotinv the love of dominion, chap. xxiv, I ; of smiting the men and
putting to death as denoting to falsify and rejec.t good and truth,
7 J36, .+25 I ; of Riblah as denoting a quarrelsome spirrt thus
vcr. 20; of Hnmath as denoting merely external delight, because It
denotes the love of the worlel, chap. xvii. 24, 30; and of Judah carried
nw.ry ca ptivc out of his land by the king of Babylon as denoting the
love of dominion only acknowledges the church as a means for Its own
aggranclisclllent, 3()54, 1326, 9340.

(;oin(1" back now to the thirteenth verse, we 111ay usefully reflect upon
the states described up to the prcsent point. Where the love of ruling
prcvails in t h c corrupted church, there we se.e, that the church can
long-er be supported by natural good nor by natural truth.. by
the natural good as to the will and understandll:g denoted by the pillnrs
of brass, is not to be undcrstood merely natural kindness and benevolence
received hereditarily. This, indeed, 111ay be useful as an external rneans
for briuvinu a man into a state capable of regeneration; but the natural
good supports the church is received from the Lord
the affcction of truth and thence through truth adopted as a principle

'or as a rule of 1ife, arid it may be described as the delig-ht which the
natural 111an has in the course of reg-eneration in doing good from a
principle of truth, and afte:" fro111 good conjoined to truth.
i\ncl nc:\ t, hy the tru th \Vh1(.:h pUrl lIes, wc are to understand such truth
as is based Oil this 11:\ttlral good, :llHI 11ul natural truth 111crely. 'fhis Inay
be iIlustratcd hy obscrving, for that a person who diligently
oheys the laws of health, and on. that account has a l:ealthy body,lS
acting fronl rnerely natural truth, If he looks no farther 11: 'what he
than to the presenTation of his body for the sake of the enJoyn1ent of ll'fe,
without any regard to lIses, or to the having of a healthy body in order
that hc Inay thcreby l11inistcr to the good of others. 'To have a sound
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mi nd ill a sound hody, o nc i n us l ael frOlll souncl princi pies in the I11i nd
as well as fro Ins0 un d p r i11C ipies in t 11 e body. I tis we 11 k n 0 wn , or it
ought to be well known, that it is the mind "which doth the body make,"
and that consequently, evils and falsities in the mind, first vitiate and cor­
r\lpt the pl:rest ,things. in the body, and then, extending themselves, produce
cliscn scs o l v.uions kinds, so that men often wond cr how it is that they
arc. diseased and weak l11or~ (~r less in hocly, when yet they are doing'
their best to keep the laws of life on the natural plane. And this shews
us, therefore, the imporr.mcc of the spiritual purification spoken of in the
internal sel1s~ of ouy C!l:lpt~r. . If at 111;111 would be spiritually pure, he
l1HISt shun evils and talsit.ics In linnsclf ({S sirrs (Z~'({illsl 111(' fJord, and must
avoid the vices of intemperance in all their forms as far as rcvards the
body, .tor the S~~111e reason. And h~ 111ay,be sure ~hat if he fil,;t purifies
the mind, he will then the more easily purify the body. But on the other
hanc~, if a man cl:erisl~es evils and falsities in the mind, and especially if he
cl,lcnshys a cl0J111nCCrIng and qllarrcl,soll1c spirit, he will then destroy in
h nu s l~ II not 0 n ly t h C 11;l ( u ra I h-() 0 d \\' h Ie It SII PpOr ts the c liu rcit, I> 1I t a Iso t 11 c
lliltur~d trut h t!lid is intended fur its purificatiol1. I lcrc then we n ia y see
how uuportu nt are the laws of life contained in the internal sense
of the \Vor.d, and now revealed through the instrumentality of the
Lord's appointed messenger Emanuel Swedenborg for the rceuln tion of
the life of 111an. <. <. , t->

. But notice no\~", in .the next t\:'o verses, ~he c.vrcnsia» of the power of the
Infernal love which IS the subject of th is chapter, to the destruction of
the externals of the natural ru.m. Pots and shovels and snuffers and
spoons and fire pans and basons, spiritually speaking, 'whether they be
of brass only or of gold and silver, by no means eSGlpC thc opcration of
interior and inmost ancctions w h ir h a s pirc after power for selfish ends.
:-\.nd herein ~he essential character of the rnost .external things of worship
m modern babylon may be clearly enough discerned. Althou eh these
external things, that is, are glittering and brivht with all bOlltward
magnificence and l~itl1alistic splendour, yet they ~re, after all, only the
degraded fonns of 1nternal corruption. II a vc wc not beforc our cvcs in
this day con\'incing' c\'idenl'c or what (he corrllpted and vils(alcd CI)J~istian
Church lIas passcd through?

rrhat, howcver, is only one side or one ;lspect of the picturc. rrherc is
another. I f the <'>lI,L \\,;1 rd fOlTllS of the past degeneracy relllain, yet also
tllcrc arc no\\' the signs of a great change throughout the world for the
~)etter. .N 0 great evel~t, such as the Last Juclgl11cnt in the world of spirits
~n the rnlcldle of ~l!e clghteenth century, could happen arnong rncn in the
~1~ ner sphercs of 1J~'e? and nut produce certain eiTects in the outcr spheres.
I l.ler~ IS a ne\\" S'plrlt abroad a1110ng 111en. T'here is greater freedol11 in
tlllnklng and aC~lng than the~'e eyer ,,"as. And the proIl1ises of the ages
are sure of theIr fulfilnlent In a slowly regencrating state of 111 an kincl.
\\Tho can rea~l tlle signs of the til11es in l1lodern history and experience,
and not percelye that the oldl~eavens and the old earth are passed away,
and that all thIngs are now beIng ll1ade new?

But I ~1I11 anticipating, and \ve ll1ust now notice that, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth vcrses of this chapter, the inestil11able value of external
worship "'hen it is not corrupted, is clearly set beforc us. 'I'he brass of
all.th~ \'css~l~ .\\'l:icl1 were. c0rriec1 away by the Bahylonians is beyond
,,"SIghIng. I !lIS IS a dcscnpLJon of (he i~1ctl.culahle il11portancc of siInple
natural go~d 1n thc best sense, and that 1t. w111 al ways endure, is signified
~)y the partlcldar account of thc constructJon of thc great pillars as given
In the seventeenth verse.

But, in, tlle.~ next f~nlr \'erses, .we have agai n an orderly description
of the cvIl etiects uf the l()\'c of puwer froIn the innlost c1eo-ree of the
lnincl to its ultin1ates. f\nd no less rCll1arkable than the ordcr of the series

of the in ternal sense here, is the wonderful adaptation ::>f the t~rnls
which are correspondential in the literal sense, and this especlall,¥,
as to the names and meanings of the persons and places. For .It
cannot have escaped the observation of the stl~dent or reader, In
going' through these expositions, that the meanmg of a name has
in every case yielded up, with rno rc or less exactness, through cor­
respondences, the spiritual signitIc~nce of it, a.nd not the least re­
markablc case is that of the nume Riblah, where it has occurred. And,
in short, the correspondence of the names is only a little less .\v~:)1lderful
than that of the numbers in the inspired volu mc. .In a word, 1t. IS l1UICh
easier to cOlnprchend the correspondence of certnm natural things and
phenomena, than it is to understand that of th~ n~lllle .of any person
or place, and ag"ain much easier to perceIve the signification of a name
than of a number. The reason ]S because the correspondence of
11urn bers is 1110re uni versal, and because the same number involves
scvcrn.l s pj ri tun l things at once, and all .thcsc things, in S0l11e way, have
rcl:u ion to the p.uticula r subj cet of the ~ 11tcrua.l sense. :\ ncl hence then
is to be seen the inadequacy of ordinnry languagc to ~xpress tbe
internal sense fully, althoug-h it is, as we all know, exceedingly useful
in the exposition and illustration of it. vVe may now observe, howe\~er,
that an extended illustration of the last four verses, after the foregoing
remarks, is not essential, as the reader, by pondering upon their con.tents,
will be able to find such illustration, from the study of the part]cu~ar
correspondences, and their application in each verse, and also to verify
them by a study of the references.

~~. 'l'his is pro\'(~d as follows thc people who were left in the land
of l ud a h , denote those in the church who are in good,. 4~0, 3654 ;
,N ebuchndnczznr king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, chap.
x xi v. f ; it is not thc love of dominion, or those in that love, but the Lord
who provides for thc remnant, 576; C:;edaliah 111CanS God is lily (I;'rea.tJlcss,
or 1111.7 /riJlcrt' 0/ IILc /~(}rd, and therefore denotes truths 1110St external in ~he
litcra( sen~e (;f the \Vorcl, ~oor, 3540,9917 ; the king o~ Babylon nlaklng
(;edaliah g'O\'CTnOr, denotcs that such truths are falslfIcd by t1:e lovc
of cloll1inion, chap. xxiv. I; ,A.hika111 Ineans a brotllcr 'lUIIO razscs lIjJ,

and therefore dcnotcs interior good--that is, the g(~od of trut.h, 367, 25.08,
23()O; and Shapl1an denotcs truth, and hcre interIor truth 1n ol~scunty,
because he is describcd as the father of Ahikan1, and because hIS nallle
111eans tl/('ir brill!.' or lip, also a rabbit or '7uild rat, and thus denotes
interior truth nlanifested in the exterior or literal sense of the \Vorcl
obscurely, 132 J, J 322, 1327; chap. xxii. 3, 12.

23. l'his is evident because by the captains of the forces and their ll1en
are denoted thosc who are in an obscure state as to good and as to
truth, ,/l.f( 832 ; 429; by hearing is denoted pe~'ception, 316~; by the
kin u of Babylon is denoted the love of dOnl]nl0n, chap. XXIV. I; by
(;edaliah is dcnoted truth 1110St external in the literal sense of the Vlorcl,
ver. 22; by a governor is denoted, evidently, one exercising authority,
10,7 89- 10,79 1 ; by 1\Iizpah is denoted a state of \vatcbfulne.ss, 4198 ; by
Ishl11ael is denoted natural reason, 1890, 191 I ; by Nethanlah IS llleant,
and thcrefore is denoted, the gift of the Lord, 8899; Jollanan lllea.ns
li/h'F,rl, //h'nJjl!l, and o/!( 'zf/I/o J!,'nlllts jr l7 1(} IIrs, and therefore by h1nl
is denoted n;ttural affection, 5132; Kareah I11eanS bald, and therefore
by hin1is denoted lack of truth, ~30I.; by Scraiah is. ll1eant tilC jJrince of
II/e fJord, ancl thcrcfore by hl111 IS denotcd pnnlary truth, 148.2 ;
'l'anll'lllncth l1leans, anl0ng other tllings rejJoliallcc, and therefore by hl111
is denoted repentance, 0307-0309 ; a N etophathitc J,11e;-U1s one 7(!110 utters
or leis drojJ 1;-11111,,', and therefore by such a one IS denotecl the truth



tc:u: 11 ing, :2 53-l-; Jaaz.ui ia h means ''ilillOIII tilL' Lord Ileal's, and therefore
by him is denoted obedience, 2542; and a Mnacathite means jJressed,
ortriscd, z';~/ltrcd, and therefore by such a one is denoted sorrow, 43 I, 7524.

2-l-. This may be seen fro 111 considering that Gcdnliah denotes the
lct tcr of th c \ Vord falsi (lcd, \TL :22; that s\\'caring- denotes afflrrnation,
and thus testiIlH)ny,272o; that ., t hcm," den{)te~ the mcn of the church,
VCL 23; t h a t saying clcnotcs perception, 1~:2:2; that "fear not because
of the scrv.uus of the Chn ldc.ms," denote that they should not fear evil
results froru the fa lsi ties of the love of d()[11 inion, 136B, :2 54 I; that to
dwell in the land, denotes to abide in apparent good even uncler the
evil of the prevailing' love of dominion, 1:293~ 567; chap. xxiv, I; and
that "i t shall be well wi th you," denotes that the love of dominion
protects those who are in good, 4258.

25· This appears thus: by it COIning- to pass is denoted a change,
49 67 ; by the seventh month is denoted, .is to those in good, a holy state
of fait h, 395 ; ,.:cl./{ 935, but as to the g'eneral church full vnstation with
regard to faith, 433, 5268 ; by Ishmael the son of N cthaniah is denoted
natural reason, which is the gift of the Lord, ver. 23; by Elishama is
mean t (;od hcarilzr;', and therefore by 11 irn is denoted obedience, 2542 ; by
the seed royal is denoted truth, which is the \Vord from the Lord, 10,249,
1728; by" ten men with him," is denoted remains, 576; by smiting
Gedaliah is denoted the rejection of truth falsified, 4251; ver. 22;
and by Jews and Chn ldcans that were with h im at 1\1 izpah are denoted
truths combined with falsities, 3880, 3681,1368, l\Tizpah denoting the
state of watchfulness in which the 111an of the church is, ver. 23.

26. This is evident from the signification of all the people, both small
and great, and the captains of the forces, as denoting" the 111en of the
church in various states, as wcl] as their leaders, because people denote
those in truth, I :259, small is prccli catcrl of truth, 6-+S7-8459, and g-reat
of goud, ~:227, and captains denote leaders whu arc -in the knowledges
of truth and go()d~ _,1./( °32 ; of arising' as denoting' elevation of state,
2-.+01 ; of cUllling to Eg-ypt as clcnutiI1g to rely on natural light alone and
to seek il:struction thence, I-l-() 1,5-+°6 ; and of being afraid of the Chaldeans
as clcnorinu t lic fear of trusting truths falsified hy the love of dominion,
13(1B.

27· T'lns ;1 ppc.us from considering that the seven and t h irtieth year,
denotes the courpl ct ion of a slatc as to good, I<)OO, 20-'+-'+, and as to truth,
9°0:2; that j choiachiu, in the best sense, denotes one who depends
on the power of the Lord fr0111 a state of good~ chap. xxiv. 8; that the
twelfth 1110nth, denotes a full state as to fa ith, 3272; ..11 .J~. 935; that
the seven and twentieth clay of the month, denotes conjunction with
the Lord by charity, 90J, 21-l-J, 5J94; that the king of Babylon denotes.
the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. I ; that Evi l-mcrodach means, accord­
ing tc: Cruclcn, tile j{Jol {~/J.t[t'rodat-Il, or the .fool ''((.I!lo ,r:rillds (Jitterl)', and
therefore denotes the weakness of the love of dominion or of those in
that love, 83-19; fl.lj: 10; that the beginning' of his reign denotes a new
s l n Lc, 3~1-+; a ncl t h.u lining lip l h c h c.icl of Jehoiachin out of prison,
dell 0 test ~) he set 1'1'cc lr 0 III t 11l~ 10\ 'C () f d ())11in i()n, 5 I 2 -I..

:28.. This is evident because by speaking' kindly is clearly denoted the
exercise of charity, 4988, 49t)2 ; and hy setting the throne of Jehoiachin
abo\"c the ~hrone of the kings that were with hin1 in I~abylon, is denoted
thc exaltatIon of faith froln charity as a governing principle in the church,.
the love of clolninion being subordinate, chap. xxiv. 8 ; 5313 ; chap. xxiv. 1.

29. This appears from the signification of changing prison garments for
others, as denoting investment with truths instead of falsities, 995 2, 5248 :
of eating bread as denoting to be nourished by Divine Good, 421 I ; and
of "all the days of his life," as denoting to eternity, because days denote
states, 487, and spiritual life is eternal, 6677, 5890.

30. Th is is true because the king in this case denotes the Lord, 1728 ;
and the provision given by the king daily, denotes support according to
every state of the life, 2493,.8418.

I t now only remains to review the last few verses and, as far as possible,
to shew their agreement, in' their internal sense, with the facts of history,
the experiences of mankind, and the general laws of life. t t is well that
the concluding verses of these wonderful "books of the holy \1\10rd, which
have engaged the reader's attention through a long and close series of
investigations, should reveal to us the abounding love and care of the
1-1 cavenly Father for the preservation of a church among men even in
the most cleg'enerate ages. In the twenty-second verse, this is evident.
There are always S0111e people left in the land, and there is no state of
the heart and mind of men on earth, which may be considered entirely
uninfluenced by Divine Truth. And this verse explains to us how this
happens. Even the love of dominion itself cannot prosper without, at
least, an outward acknowledgment of the Word, as necessary for the
govern01ent of the church. I t has been shewn that Gedaliah means a
fringe or border, and that thus he denotes the literal sense of the Word.
Even the literal sense of the Word can avail to stop the issue ofblood,
which is the falsification of truth in the corrupted church. "If I 111ay but
touch His gannent," said the poor woman in the crowd, "I shall be
whole," 1V1 att. ix. :2 1. The reason is, because, although the love of
dominion falsifies the \Vord, it cannot destroy its genuine sense in the
letter, nor can it prevent its being the medium of Divine Influx 'when it is
to IIc/It'd. "So111ebody hath touched 1\1e," said the Lord, "for I perceive
that virtue is gone out of NIe," Luke viii. 46. This is a correct picture of
the people who are represented by those who were left in the land, and over
\\,hOIl1 Gedalinh was 111ac1e governor. Arid, moreover, in the genealogy
of Cec1aliah we have at once expressed, the mode of the Divine Influx,
and of man's co-operation; for Divine Truth flows in abundantly when a
man lives accorcling" to the principle of simple good, which is the brother
raised up; and so, indeed, in another way, truth received into the under­
standing, which is Sh aphan the scribe, 111ay be called the father of Ahikarn.

I n the next verse, however, we have even a clearer description of a very
great number of persons in the present clay, who, being in obscurity as to
matters of religion, on account of prevailing errors founded on misinter­
pretations of the letter of the Word, are yet on the zoatc/: lest they should
be deluded in their li ves by falsified truths; and we see how, in the
following, verse, they are tempted, "Dwell in the land, and serve the
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you." But, before proceeding,
notice how correctly their state is described by the names mentioned in
the twenty-third verse. Natural reason which is acknowledged by them
to be from the Lord, and natural affection which is also admitted by them
to be O/l{v natural affection, both impel them to resist, in their lives at
any rate, prevailing falsities, and by doing the works of repentance and
obedience, to be faithful to their Lord amid all their doubts, difficulties,
and sorrows. And then a certain result inevitably follows. Such persons
cannot fail to reject the falsified truths of a too popular theology, this
rejection being here represented by the smiting of Geclaliah, and by his
dcath as recorded in the twenty-fifth verse; \\Thile their place of refuge,
Il1eanwhile, is "veIl described in the internal sense of the follo\ving verse.
'The Lord gives them instruction through their COffill1on perception of
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truths, and prevents them, in a most wonderful and merciful way, from
im bibing and confirming delusive errors, Mark xvi, 18.

N ow also, in what follows, we have another living picture verified by
modern history, and by actual facts in regard to the Christian Church of
the immediate past, and of the present time. We have seen, in the course
of the struggles of nations, and we see before our eyes in this day, that the
preclorninating influence of those in the lust of ruling in ecclesiastical
matters has been, and is now, greatly weakened; and that, as a conse­
quence of great changes which have taken place in the inner world of
spirits, and thence in the minds and hearts of men on earth recently, there
is now greater light and liberty in regard to spi ritual things. And all this
is really prophetically described in the closing verses of this chapter, and
this book of the Word. And this, ,we 111ay depend upon it, is not a merely
accidental coincidence, as some migh; imagine, or of human ingenuity in
explaining- the sacred oracles, as others Illig-ht fancy, hut it is because the
\Vonl 11;ls hccn so constructed I>y I )ivinc \Visdoll1 ;IS rcn lly to contain
in tcrior Divi nc Tru t hs i 11 every sen tcnr:c ;1ud in c\'cry word [or the en­
lightennlcnt of mankind in all ages. For Evil-mcroclach, as lye have
seen, is a just representative, in his treatment of the captive monarch
Jehoiachin, of the weakened love of dominion accommodating itself, in
modern times, to the changed states of nations and of individuals, and
interiorly, of that love retaining some fragment of its former overwhelming
influence and power. This, of course, is, to sorne extent, what may be
considered as the internal historical sense of this part of the Word.

But there is, as we know, a still more interior and inmost sense, in
which we Illay see, in this prince, the Lord I-Iirnsclf, mercifully providing
for the establishment of that new and glorious Dispensation of Divine
'Truth, which is elsewhere termed the New Jcrusalcm. And in this
respect also, are the closing verses of this chapter and this book, at once
simple and sublime. For that which describes the state of the reviving
church on earth, describes also the perfect heavenly state of the true
Christian. As the ages pass, each of us, who 1111111h1y and fully depends
lIpon the Lord for all things, nn tura l and spiritual alike, must hCCOIllC
1110rC and more, in that state in which man's life is not reckoned by ages,
a perfect form of the celestial life, of which the crowning glories are
humili ty, innocence, and peace, fully hnrmonizing with the clearest per- \
ceptions of truth, the 11105t exalted realization of love, and the widest
sphere of a vigorous and ever active usefulness.

THE END
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