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mind inisound body, one must act from sound principles in the mind
as well as from sound principles in the body. It is well known, or it
ought to be well known, that it is the mind “ which doth the body malke,”
and that consequently, cvils and falsities in the mind, first vitiate and cor-
rupt the purest things in the body, and then, extending themselves, produce
discases of various kinds; so that men often wonder how it is that they
are discased and weak more or less in body, when yet they are doing
their best to keep the laws of life on the natural planc.  And this shews
us, therefore, the importance of the spiritual purification spoken of in the
internal sense of our chapter.  If @ man would be spivitually pure, he
must shun evils and falsities in Wimself as sies againse tee Lord, and must
avoid the vices of intemperance in all their forms, as far as regards the
body, for the same reason. And he may be sure that if he first purifies
the mind, he will then the more easily purify the body. But on the other
hand, if 2 man cherishes evils and falsities in the mind, and especially if he
cherishes a domieering and quarrclsome spirit, he will then destroy in
himscll not only the natural good which supports the church, but also the
natural truth that is intended for its purification. Here then we may see
how important are the laws of life contained m the internal sense
of the Word, and now revealed through the instrumentality of the
Lord’s appointed messenger Emanuel Swedenborg, for the regulation of
the life of man.

But notice now, in the next two verses, the cxtensiosn of the power of the
infernal love which is the subject of this chapter, to the destruction of
the externals of the natural man.  Pots and shovels and snuffers and
spoons and firepans and basons, spiritually speaking, whether they be
of brass only or of gold and silver, by no means escape the operation of
interior and inmost affections which aspire alter power for selfish ends.
And herein the essential character of the most external things of worship
in modern Babylon may be clearly cnough discerned. Although these
external things, that is, are glittering and bright with all outward
magnificence and ritualistic splendour, yet they are, after all, only the
degraded forms of internal corruption.  Iave we not before our eyes in
this day convincing evidence of what the corrupted and vastated Christian
Church has passed through'?

That, however, is only one side or onc aspect of the picture.  There is
another. 1 the outward forms of the past degencracy remain, yet also
there are now the signs of @ great change throughout the world for the
better. No great event, such as the Last Judgment in the world of spirits
in the middle of the eighteenth century, could happen among men in the
inner spheres of life, and not produce certain effects in the outer spheres.
There 1s a new spirit abroad among men. There is greater freedom in
thinking and acting than there ever was. And the promises of the ages
are sure of their fulfilment in a slowly regenerating state of mankind.
Who can read the signs of the times in modern history and experience,
and not perceive that the old heavens and the old earth are passed away,
and that all things are now being made new ?

But I am anticipating, and we must now notice that, in the sixteenth
and seventeenth verses of this chapter, the inestimable value of external
worship when it is zo/ corrupted, is clearly set before us.  The brass of
all the vessels which were carried away by the Babylonians is beyond
weighing.  This is a description of the incaleulable importance of simple
natural good in the best sense, and that it will always endure, is signified
by the particular account of the construction of the great pillars as given
in the seventeenth verse.

But, in the next four verses, we have again an orderly description
of the cvil effects of the love of power from the inmost degree of the
mind to its ultimates.  And no less remarkable than the order of the series
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of the internal sense here, is the wonderful adaptation of the terms
which are correspondential in the literal sense, and this especially,
a5 to the names and meanings of the persons and places. For it
cannot have escaped the observation of the student or reader,] n
going through these expositions, that the meaning of a name has
in cvery casc yielded up, with more or less exactness, ‘thl()ugh C(?l»
respondences, the spiritual significance of it, and not the least re-
markable case is that of the name Riblah, where it has occurred. And,
in short, the correspondence of the names is only a little less.\\'pnderful
(han that of the numbers in the inspired volume.  In aword, it is much
casier to comprehend the correspondence of certam natural things .;md
phenomena, than it is to understand that of the name of any person
or place, and again much easier to perceive the signification of a name
than of a number. The reason is because the correspondence of
numbers is more universal, and because the same number involves
several spiritual things at once, and all .tho.sc things, in some way, have
relation Lo the particular subject of the internal sensc. And hence then
is to be seen the inadequacy of ordinary language to express the]
internal sense fully, although it is, as we all know, exceedingly useful
in the exposition and illustration of it. We may now observe, however,
that an extended illustration of the last four verses, after the foregoing
remarks, is not essential, as the rcader, by pondering upon their contents,
will be able to find such illustration, from the study of the particular
correspondences, and their application in each verse, and also to \'crn’)f
them by a study of the references.

22, This is proved as follows i the people who were left in t‘hc land
of Judah, denote those in the church who are m good, 4068, 3054 ;
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, denotes the love of dominion, chap.
xxiv. 13 it is not the love of dominion, or those in tlmtﬂlov(b:, but the Lord
who provides for the remnant, 576 ; Gedaliah means God is n1y §realness,
or the fringe of the Lord, and therefore denotes truths most external in the
literal sense of the Word, 2001, 3540, 9917 ;5 the king of Babylon making
Gedalinh governor, denotes that such truths are falsificd by the love
of dominion, chap. sxiv. 1; Ahikam means @ brother who raises up,
and therefore denotes interior good—that is, the good of truth, 367, 2508,
2360 ; and Shaphan denotes truth, and here interior truth in obscurity,
because he is described as the father of Ahikam, and because his name
means 2eeir brink or lip, also a rabbit or wild raf, and thus denotes
interior truth manifested in the exterior or literal sense of the Word
obscurely, 1321, 1322, 1327 ; chap. xxii. 3, I2.

23. This is evident because by the captains of the forces and their men
are denoted those who are in an obscure state as to good and as to
truth, .2, 8325 420 ; by hearing is denoted perception, 31635 by the
king of Babylon is denoted the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. 1; by
Gedaliah is denoted truth most external in the literal sense of the Word,
ver. 22 ; by a governor is denoted, evidently, one exercising authority,
10,789-10,791 ; by Mizpah is denoted a state of watchfulness, 4198 ; b?r
Ishmael is denoted natural reason, 1890, 1911 ; by Nethaniah is meant,
and therefore is denoted, the wift of the Lord, 8899 ; Johanan means
liberal, merciful, and one who granls [avours, and therefore by him
is denoted natural affection, 51323 Kareah mcans dald, and therefore
by him is denoted lack of truth, 3301 5 by Scraiah is meant e prince of
the Lord, and thercfore by him is denoted primary truth, 14823
Tanhumeth means, among other things repentance, and thercefore by him
is denoted repentance, 8387-8389 5 a Netophathite means o7z¢ who uiters
o5 lets drop Lruths, and therefore by such a one 1s denoted the truth
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teaching, 25345 Jaazaniah means ‘silom the Lord lears, and therefore
by him is denoted obedience, 2542 ; and a Maacathite means pressed,

bruised, injured, and therefore by such a one is denoted sorrow, 431, 7524.

24. This may be seen from considering that Gedaliah denotes the
letter of the Word falsified, ver. 225 that swearing denotes affirmation,
and thus testimony, 27205 that *them,” denotes the men of the church,
ver. 235 that saying denotes perception, 18225 that “fear not because
of the servants of the Chaldeans,” denote that they should not fear evil
results tfrom the falsities of the love of dominion, 1368, 2541 ; that to
dwell in the land, denotes to abide in apparent good even under the
evil of the prevailing love of dominion, 1293, 567 ; chap. xxiv. 1; and
that ““it shall be well with you,” denotes that the love of dominion
protects those who are in good, 4258.

25. This appears thus: Dby it coming to pass is denoted a change,
4987 5 by the seventh month is denoted, as to those in good, a holy state
of faith, 395 ; ~L.A. 935, but as to the general church full vastation with
regard to faith, 433, 5268 ; by Ishmael the son of Ncthaniah is denoted
natural reason, which is the gift of the Lord, ver. 23; by Elishama is
meant God fearing, and therefore by him is denoted obedience, 2542 ; by
the seed royal is denoted truth, which is the Word from the Lord, 10,249,
1728 ; Dby “ten men with him,” is denoted remains, 576 ; by smiting
Gedaliah is denoted the rejection of truth falsified, 4251 ; ver. 22;
and by Jews and Chaldeans that were with him at Mizpah are denoted
truths combined with falsities, 3880, 3881, 1368, Mizpah denoting the
state of watchfulness in which the man of the church is, ver. 23.

26. This is evident from the signification of all the people, both small
and great, and the captains of the forces, as denoting the men of the
church in various states, as well as their leaders, because people denote
those in truth, 1259, small is predicated of truth, 8457-8459, and great
of good, 2227, and captains denote leaders who are in the knowledges
of truth and good, LA, 8§32 ; of arising as denoting clevation of state,
2401 ;5 of coming to Lgypt as denoting to rely on natural light alone and
to scek instruction thence, 1461, 5406 ; and of being afraid of the Chaldeans
as denoting the fear of trusting truths falsificd by the love of dominion,
1308.

27. This appears from considering that the seven and thirtieth year,
denotes the completion of astate as to good, 1988, 2044, and as to truth,
9od2; that Jehoiachin, in the best sense, denotes one who depends
on the power of the Lord from a state of good, chap. xxiv. §; that the
twelfth month, denotes a full state as to faith, 3272; #./A. 935; that
the seven and twenticth day of the month, denotes conjunction with
the Lord by charity, 9o1, 2141, 5194 ; that the king of Babylon denotes
the love of dominion, chap. xxiv. 1 ; that Evil-merodach mecans, accord-
my to Cruden, Zze fool of Merodack, or the fool wwho grinds bitterly, and
therefore denotes the wealness of the love of dominion or of those in
that love, 83495 //7./7. 10 ; that the beginning of his reign denotes a new
state, 38145 and that lifting up the head of Jehoiachin out of prison,
denotes to be set free from the love of dominion, §124.

28. This is evident because by speaking kindly is clearly denoted the
exercise of charity, 4988, 4992 ; and by sctting the throne of Jehoiachin
above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon, is denoted
the exaltation of faith from charity as a governing principle in the church,
the love of dominion being subordinate, chap. xxiv. 8 ; 5313 ; chap. xxiv. I.
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29. This appears from the signification of changing prison garments for
others, as denoting investment with truths instead of falsities, 9952, 5248 :
of eating bread as denoting to be nourished by Divine Good, 4211 ; and
of “all the days of his life,” as denoting to eternity, because days denote
states, 487, and spiritual life is eternal, 6677, 5890.

30. This is true because the king in this case denotes the Lord, 1728 ;
and the provision given by the king daily, denotes support according to
every state of the life, 2493, 8418.

[t now only remains to review the last few verses and, as far as possible,
to shew their agreement, in their internal sense, with the facts of history,
the experiences of mankind, and the general laws of life. It is well that
the concluding verses of these wonderful hooks of the holy Word, which
have engaged the reader’s attention through a long and close series of
investigations, should reveal to us the abounding love and care of the
Heavenly Father for the preservation of a church among men even in
the most degencrate ages. In the twenty-second verse, this is evident.
There arc always some people left in the land, and there is no state of
the heart and mind of men on earth, which may be considered entirely
uninfluenced by Divine Truth. And this verse explains to us how this
happens. Even the love of dominion itself cannot prosper without, at
least, an outward acknowledgment of the Word, as necessary for the
government of the church. It has been shewn that Gedaliah means a
fringe or border, and that thus he denotes the literal sense of the Word.
Even the literal sense of the Word can avail to stop the issue of blood,
which is the falsification of truth in the corrupted church. “If I may but
touch His garment,” said the poor woman in the crowd, “I shall be
whole,” Matt. ix. 21.  The reason is, because, although the love of
dominion falsifies the Word, it cannot destroy its genuine sense in the
letter, nor can it prevent its being the medium of Divine Influx when it is
touched.  “ Somebody hath touched Me,” said the Lord, “for I perceive
that virtue is gone out of Me,” Luke viii. 46. This is a correct picture of
the people who are represented by those who were left in the land, and over
whom Gedaliah was made governor. And, moreover, in the genealogy
of Gedaliah we have at once expressed, the mode of the Divine Influx,
and of man’s co-operation ; for Divine Truth flows in abundantly when a
man lives according to the principle of simple good, which is the brother
raised up 3 and so; indeed, i another way, truth received into the under-
standing, which is Shaphan #e seribe, may be called the father of Ahikam.

In the next verse, however, we have even a clearer description of a very
great number of persons in the present day, who, being in obscurity as to
matters of religion, on account of prevailing errors founded on misinter-
pretations of the letter of the Word, are yet o7 /e waiclk lest they should
be deluded in their lives by falsified truths; and we see how, in the
following verse, they are tempted. “Dwell in the land, and serve the
king of Babylon, and it shall be well with you.” But, before proceeding,
notie how correctly their state is described by the names mentioned in
the twenty-third verse. Natural reason which is acknowledged by them
to be from the Lord, and natural affection which is also admitted by them
to be on/y natural affection, both impel them to resist, in their lives at
any rate, prevailing falsities, and by doing the works of repentance and
obedience, to be faithful to their Lord amid all their doubts, difficulties,
and sorrows. And.then a certain result inevitably follows. Such persons
cannot fail to reject the falsified truths of a too popular theology, this
rejection being here represented by the smiting of Gedaliah, and by his
death as recorded in the twenty-fifth verse; while their place of refuge,
meanwhile, is well described in the internal sense of the following verse.
The Lord gives them instruction through their common perception of
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truths, and prevents them, in a most wonderful and merciful way, from
imbibing and confirming delusive errors, Mark xvi. 18

Now also, in what follows, we have another living picture verified by
modern history, and by actual facts in regard to the Christian Church of
the immediate past, and of the present time. We have seen, in the course
of the struggles of nations, and we see before our eycs in this day, that the
predominating influence of those in the lust of ruling in ecclesiastical
matters has been, and is now, greatly weakened ; and that, as a conse-
quence of great changes which have taken place in the inner world of
spirits, and thence in the minds and hearts of men on earth recently, there
is now greater light and liberty in regard to spiritual things. And all this
1s really prophetically described in the closing verses of this chapter, and
this book of the Word. And this, we may depend upon it, is not a merely
accidental coincidence, as some might imagine, or of human ingenuity in
explaining the sacred oracles, as others might fancy, but it is because the
Word has heen so constructed by Divine Wisdom as really to contain
interior Divine Truths in every sentence and in every word for the en-
lightenment of mankind in all ages. Ifor Evil-merodach, as we have
seen, is @ just representative, in his treatment of the captive monarch
Jehoiachin, of the weakened love of dominion accommodating itself, in
modern times, to the changed states of nations and of individuals, and
mteriorly, of that love retaining some fragment of its former overwhelming
influence and power. This, of course, 1s, to some extent, what may be
considered as the internal historical sense of this part of the Word.

But there is, as we know, a still more interior and inmost sense, in
which we may see, in this prince, the Lord Himself, mercifully providing
for the establishment of that new and glorious Dispensation of Divine
Truth, which is elsewhere termed the New Jerusalem. And in this
respect also, are the closing verses of this chapter and this book, at once
simple and sublime. For that which describes the state of the reviving
church on earth, describes also the perfect heavenly state of the true
Christian.  As the ages pass, cach of us, who humbly and fully depends
upon the Lord for all things, natural and spiritual alike, must become
more and more, in that state in which man’s life is not reckoned by ages,

a perfect form of the celestial life, of which the crowning glories are

humility, innocence, and peace, fully harmonizing with the clearest per-
ceptions of truth, the most exalted realization of love, and the widest
sphere of a vigorous and ever active usefulness.

THE END
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