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the blessings of the Divine Love, turning good into evil. God

gives every man a heart, that he may love his brother-man:.

but the man who turns love to hatred makes a hell in his
own heart. “I have set before thee, this day, life and good,
and death and evil.” Life and good are in the use of what
the Lord gives to men; and death and evil are in their
abuse.

ASKING WHAT WE WILL.

“If ye abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ye shall

ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto you.” When a

man’s whole life, inwardly and outwardly, in intention and
in adt, is formed in accordance with the Divine laws of spir-
itual and natural life, he abides in the ILord, as a branch in
the vine,  And the stream of Divine life flows into the man,
and through him, filling and blessing him. Thus, the whole
power of the heavens operates in and through the man, and
gives him power to do what he desires to do. In this state,
the man is held in heavenly order. He wills to be, and to
do, as the Lord wills. He loves to be led by the Lord. All
his desires are such as come to him from the Lord. He can
have all that he wills, because he wills such things, only, as
are in agreement with heavenly life. He has power over
evils and falses, because, in him, the heavens are present, to
control the hells. He is taught from the Lord’s Word, and
thus, from the Lord, Himself, who is in His Word.

In this man’s beautiful life, the beatitudes of heaven give
perfe&t satisfa@ion. Every desire flows from the Divine
Love; every thought from the Divine Wisdom ; every a&
from the Divine Power. There is nothing in heaven that he
cannot have, if he desires it; and there is nothing outside
of heaven that he 'would be willing to have. Can you imag-
.ine a more desirable condition than one in which you can
have every want satisfied, freely and fully?
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SECURING OUR DESIRES.

And how can a man secure all that he wants? Only in
one of two ways: either he must have power to conquer all
opposing forces, and to acquire all that he naturally desires;
or he must acknowledge some standard of right, and sub-
mit his desires to this test. Either he must be able to have
all that he wants, or he must bring himself to want only what
he can have. Now, it is very easy to see that no man can
subdue the universe, and control its laws, and make his own
will master of all things.

But he can succeed in having all that he wants, by a sim-
ple change in himself. If he will abide in the Lord, and
submit his self-will to the Divine will; his thoughts to the

" Divine truth ; and his conduét to the Lord’s commandments ;

he will come to desire nothing that he should not have.  And
then he may ask what he will, and it shall be done unto him,
because he will ask what the Lord loves to give.- A regen-
erate, heavenly nature will not ask anything except what is

- heavenly, and such things he can freely have, in all the

abundance that he can use. As a branch of the vine, he has
the benefit of all the life that circulates through the vine.
How great, then, the wisdom of angels, in abiding in the
Lord; and how great the folly of devils, in resisting the
Lord’s mercy.

CHARACTERISTIC DESIRES.

The Lord, in love, refrains from doing, for evil man, what
they desire; for such satisfadlion would only sink them
deeper into misery. At each stage of a man’s life, he craves
what agrees with his present nature. As his nature changes,
his wants change. Everything desires according to its or-
ganization. The eye longs for light, and the ear for sound.
The fish seeks water, and the bird seeks the air; the herds
and the flocks desire pasture, and the carnivorous beasts
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demand flesh and blood. Everything utters a cry for the
things that feed its nature.
By the same law, the devils madly cry for revenge and
filth, and the angels gently pray for love and purity. - But,
- while the devils must be restrained, in their insane follies, the
angels cannot breathe a desire which is not promptly and
fully gratified. . “No good will He withhold from them that
walk uprightly.’

SATISFACTION.

‘And it is a glorious truth, that the way to full satisfaGion

.of our desires is not through the subduing of all things to’

our self-will, but in the submission of our self-will to the com-
mandments of our Lord. 'We are in disorder, and estranged

from the beneficent laws of human organization. And the"

universe seems to be opposed to our individual desires. But,
as soon as we curb our self-will, and return to the laws of
heavenly order, the whole universe turns to greet us as a
friend, and lays at our feet every gift that we can desire.
Men were created for a heavenly life; and, as soon as
they enter into that life, the door of a new world opens,

and they find themselves just beginning truly to live. And

then they may have whatever they will, for the Lord moves
them to ask, as He moves the fish to ask for water, or the
eye to seek the light. In fa&, the Lord has already provided
for men all that they can ask. *See the whole universe, spir-
itual and natural, created for a home for men, and supplied
with all things necessary to the human organization. And
those who use, without abusing, the gifts of the Lord, may

ask what they will, and it shall be done unto them. The -

only conditions are, that they shall abide in the Lord, and
keep His commandments ; for, without these conditions, men
cannot attain a state of life in which they can reccive heavenly
blessings.
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BEARING FRUIT.

“Herein is My FFather glorificd, that ye bear much fruit;
so shall ye be My disciples.” The Father is glorified, when
the Divine Love is manifested in the lives of His children.
“Let your light so shine among men, that they may see your
good works, and may glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
And where is heaven, but in the human soul.  Those who
truly keep the Lord’s commandments, exalt the Father, the
Divine Love, in their own hearts and lives; and they bear
testimony, by their example, as genuine disciples, seeking,
in their own condu&, to exhibit the goodness of the Lord.

No truth becomes living, in us, until we praétise it ; until
it bears fruit. The seed, which perpetuates, is not in the
blossom, but in the fruit. How often we see a beautiful
truth, as a sentiment. We talk of it, and think of it. But,
if we do not pratise it, in our daily life, of what value is
it, to us? “Every branch....that beareth not fruit, He
taketh away.”

UNFRUITFUL BRANCHES.

It is a serious truth, that we do not embody any princi-
ple in our spiritual organization, as our own, until we put it
into actual practice. The things that we have been pleased
with, but have not pra&tised, will, in the judgment, be lopped
off, as dead branches, bearing no fruit for spiritual life.

IN THE LORD'S LOVE,

“As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you:
continue ye in My love.” As the Divinity is united with the
Humanity, by love, so the Divine ITuman is united, by love,
with all who lovingly live by the Divine Truth.  The Divine
Love flows into the Divine Truth, and the Divine Truth
comes down to men, bearing, in its bosom, the Divine Love.
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As the Divine Love makes the Divine Truth to be what it
is, so the Divine Truth, as a Vine, sends forth the Divine
Life into all its human branches. We continue in the Lord’s
love, when we continue to love the Lord; for the Lord al-
ways abides in all who are willing to receive Him. :

KEEPING THE COMMANDMENTS.

“If ye keep My commandments, ye shall abide in My
love; even as I have kept My Father’s commandments, and
abide in His love.” Thus, union with the Lord is praét-
cally .effected by obedience to the Divine Truth, as known,
as the assumed Human was united with the Divine, by ful-
filling the Divine will. All human knowledge and wisdom,
to be fruit-bearing, must lead the man to shun evils, as sins,
and to keep the Lord’s commandments. - “All religion re-
lates to life, and the religious life is to do good.” Thus, by
keeping the commandments, men become images and like-
nesses of the Lord. For the commandments are an expres-
sion of the Divine Life. As far as a man loves good, and
does good, according to the Lord’s commandments, so
far does he love the Lord. All evil is opposed to the Lord,
and to genuine human life.  Keeping the Divine command-
ments, the Divine Love will flow into our hearts and lives,
filling them with new and expanding life, branching out,
more and more fully, towards the full “measure of a man,
that is. of an angel.”

TRUTH IN THE LIFE.

As novitiates, we found the truth very interesting. We
could talk of little else. And if it has now become an old
story, then that truth is not bearing fruit in our lives, as it
should do. Our branch needs pruning and purifying. We
are cultivating some dead things, that do not belong on the
Lord’s vine. The great question is, not how much truth do
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we know, in quantity ; but what is the quality of our love,
and of our life. If we are losing our interest in the truth,
we are not abiding in the Vine, and its life is not flowing into
us, and producing good fruit. Something, in us, is stopping
the flow of the vine’s life.

Thus, our real interest in the truth, our work for the
truth, and our willingness to put away every desire and
thought that is opposed to the truth, are as mental ther-
mometers, measuring the degree of our advance, or our
backsliding, in the life of the Church. If we have kept up
our interest in the truth, it will be like a growing branch of
a great vine, daily sending forth new shoots, new blossoms,
new fruits. “It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not
consumed, because His compassions, fail not: they are new
every morning.”

TRUTHS OF THE NEW-CHURCH.

To the soul that feels their renewing influence, in the
growth of a new and better life, the truths of the Church,
drawn from the Word of God, never grow old and stale.
Truths grow stale to those who negle&t to use them. Every
new step upward and inward presents the two worlds, of nat-
ure and of spirit, in new lightsand phases; exhibiting, to the
ever growing soul, new views of the goodness and mercy of
the Lord. “O Lord, by these things men live, and in all
these things is the life of my spirit.” Truth that is loved and
lived never grows old, or rusty. Use keeps the truths alive,
in us, as exercise strengthens our bodily muscles. The grow-
ing vine of truth is ever becoming new, shedding old branches,
and putting forth new ones, moved by the inward force of
expanding love.

It is a great privilege to know the do&trines of the New-
Church, opening the inward meaning of the Divine Word.
But our responsibility is increased by our knowledge. And
it is a fearful thing to lose interest in these grand and heavenly
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truths. To.lose interest in these truths, is to lose interest in
the higher and holier life to which they point. *Create, in
me, a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within
me.” '

If we find these grand truths less interesting to us than
they have been, it will be a serious mistake to lay the fault
to our numerous worldly cares, or to any other external cir- -
cumstances. The more our cares, the more we need the
truth, to diret us. But, we shall need to look into our own
hearts, for the cause of our indifference. If we lose interest
in the truths of our Lord, we lose interest in our Lord, Him-
self. But our Lord said, “If ye keep My commandments,
ye shall abide in My love.”



