


the Spirit which guided theIn, regarded mere historical aeClll'ary,
on which the mere literalist lays so much stress. JeSllS ll}(~L his

disciples in a mountain in Galilee. Galilee, we have seen, l'(~pn'sP1\t,P(l

the glorified natural principle in the Lord, and COllSPfjlH'll t,ly ~,lte

rezenerate natural principle in man. This is the gl'()1l1ul OIl w h ich
bhe Lord and his disciples meet after his resurrection; nnrl this mr-et­

• 0"' Galilee was the meeting the one that had been ull udcd to by
In o III "'j • ] "

Jesus. even before his death, "I will go before you Into C~ah PU

(ch, ;xvi. 32). But this meeting took place in a mou ntaiu, to re)ll'O­
sent that love is the basis of the conjunction of theLord and ll:all~

tl . . 1 'n and by which they are united An(1 w..hut IS tIllSre very pru1clp e I '.
natural principle as to love in which there is union 1 'I'he Lord him­
self expressed it when he said, "If ye keep Iny counuundmcnts, ye

shall abide in my love " (John xv. 10). ~rhe natural principle, ~h()llgh

the last in order, is not the least in importance, 'I'horo are, indeed,

two things in the order of succession, which are the best all~l the
greatest-the first and the last; the first, where every goo(l 1)(~gll_)8 as

an end and the last where it terminates as a nse. When the Lord

"met hi~ disciples in 'the mountain in Galilee, he !S,ave, us t~ ~ign;, "that
all relizion has relation to life, and that the life of religion IS to dob

good." . .. .
17. The meeting. between the Lord and Ins disciples In the l~onn-

tain in Galilee must have been an affecting one, if such an ordinary

term can be applied to a meeting between Jesus ~nd.hit; discil'?es, who
now had found all their temporal ideas and feelIngR caat Into the

shade, and higher views and purer motives dawning, at least, 111~on

their hearts and minds, No wonder, then, that icluni they sal.w lun.~,

they uiorshipped him. 'There are several other ~aseH recorded, III t,lllS

and the other 0'0s1Je1s of Jesus being worshippecl. We hu ve not
e , lv i it 1hitherto said much on this point, and cannot cuter large y Into. 1 .1ere.

N . it The divinity of the Lord is so convincinglyor IS I necessary. . .
provable, and proved by every direct and illdir~ct evidence, ~hat It IS

not difficult to discover in such passages as this auother evidence of

that great truth. . It is true that the word here enIploJ~ed i~ nsed. ~~
ss a kind of worship that is also paid to meu, as In Mutt, xv m.

expre I . 1 . I 1) t
26· but this is the same word that expresses the wors up w nc 1 . e('I'

de~reeated when offered by Cornelius (Acts x, 28~, and which t.he
angel refused when offered him by J ohu, au:l which that celes.tJ:d_
messenger desired him to render to God, as ItR only proper, Object

(Rev. xix. 10). Jesus never refused worship, even wl1011 offered J)y

all the host of hea~en (see Rev. v., vi., &0). In accepting, then, OIl

this and othcr occasions, the homage which men and angels refused,
he practically acknowledged himself to be God, the supreme Object
of human worship. But it is not necessary to pursue this
subject further. vVe assume that IneInbers of the true Ohristian
church have settled views on this all-important point. It is
enough to know that Jesus is the True God and Eternal Life;
snprenle worship beC0111eS his due as a call sequence. Every 011e
worships the Lord according to his state j and whatever may have
been the character of the worship of the disciples then, worship by the
Christian disciple is the worship of Christ as GOll. It is of much

importance hero to know what the worship is which the disciples
render to J-esns. 'The quality of the worship we oiler is of still mora
importance than the understood character of the Object of our worship.
\Vorship is the practical hOlllago of all the thoughts aud affections to
11 im who is their Author. '1'0 worship is to serve; and we only truly
worship the Lord when every affection of good and perception of truth
iH elilployed, in w01'l1 and act, in his service-in cloing his will. vVhile
tho disciples generally worshipped the Lord, some doubted; It is
probable, as some suppose, that the eleven were not the only disciples
who 111et the Lord Oll this occasion; for no one but Thoinas had 'with­

held belief. However, Some doubted. And these doubters represent
SOIne doulJts that may trouble even the sincere worshipper. And what
am doubts but contradictions in ourselves to the unity and harmony
of truth ?-oontradictions not in the perceptions only, but in the affec­
tions also; doubts that haunt many a mind, and that ouly depart as
tIll' Lord gains au ascondency in the heart and life, or is glorified in
01lI' NOll18 and in our bodies, which are his. .

IN. When th e disciplcs worsh ipped the Lord, then J eS1l8 canne and
Sjllt":e uuto them. It appeal'S from this that at the very sight of Jesus,
while they were yet at some distance from him, they fell down and
worshipped him j and that, while they were thus engaged in adoration,
Jesus drow near to them. The scene is impressive; but the relation
itsf'lf is inl3ti'uctivo. It reminds us of the promise, "Draw nigh to

God, awl he will draw nigh to you" (.James iv. 8). Nearness is
Jll'oxil11ity of state; and true worship brings him near who was before
af;ll' 011-; and makes him, when neal', still nearer. And what words
tlloHe were which the Lord addressed to his ndoring disciples! All
power is gtven u/uio me in heaven and in earth. ~rhese words are
iJl(le(~d of thp highest significance, and teach the greatest truth-one
of the highest, if not the very highest, eyer delivered by God to man.
They teach the truth that J eHUH Uluist is the great anr] only God, ths
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Governor of heaven and earth-that is, of the whole spiritual and
material universe. This truth is precious for' what it coutains, 'which
is not merely the fact that Christ is God, but that God if) in Chl'ist­
the eternal Divinity exercising all its po\vers in and by the Divine

.humanity. What must have been the impression of the disciples
when they heard this declaration from the lips of -Icsus l ! 'I'hey luu1
seen him, they had followed him, they had been with him ill his
temptations, and he had called them brethren; anrl 1l0\V he tells
them that he with whom they had become familiar had all 1rower in
heaven and in earth. This is just the value of this great truth-that.
Jesus, who has entered into all our states and sympathies; is Itnlel'
over the two worlds to which we belong, one of which we live in for

a time here, the other in which we are to live hereafter for ever.
Need we say one word on the seeming incompatibility of this laIlgllagc
with that of supreule divinity ~ How could he possess iudeperulcn L

divine power when he only received it ~ To all such questions it j..,

enough to answer, This language is equally iuconsietent with tho
notions either of Christ's being a second divine persoll 01' a mere iuun.

A divine person could not receive such po\ver; a mere human perSO!l
could not contain it. The Lord's declaration can only 1Je rationally
understood on the principle that the power of the Lord's divinity was
given to his humanity. This .humanity was not the same as that of a
mere man. "A body hast thou prepared for me," was pronounced
from heaven in anticipation of the incarnation. The body which
became the temple of the Divinity was prepared even in the womb of
the virgin, by being begotten by that very power of the lIighcst, uf
which it had now become the sole possessor, and was raised from the
dead by that same power. 'I'he humanity was tlm« H temple buikle.l
by th~ Divinity as a residence for itself, and 110\V the po\ver of the
Divine is in the human, as all the po\ver of the humun soul is in the
human body. Thus the power, like the presence, of Goel is with us
in the humanity of Ohrist, that is kindred to our own. But there is
another truth with this general one. Reaven and earth IllCHU

spiritually not only the church in heaven and the church on earth,
they mean also the two corresponding parts and principles in every
member of the church-the internal man, which is heaven ill him,
and his external IIIall, which is earth in him, Jesus has all po\vcr ill

both; and his possession of po\ver in these is to be contrasted with
the power of which they were the subjects before tho iuc.u'un.tiou.
Before God was manifest ill the flesh, the Divino powur ill 1l1:Ul \vn~,

operative mediately through heaven, and nl011 were ruled th1'()uglJ

ungels, for these were nearest to him ; but since the Lord's glorifica­
tion, the Divino po,ver is operative immediately through the humanity
ill which God clwells, and in which he is immediately and intimately
present with him, and he is therefore now ruled by the Lord himself
'I'he Lord as a man is nearer to us than angels are-and when I speak
of nearness, I do not mean nearness in space, but nearness in nature
-for the Lord has a humanity, not only spiritual, like that of angels,
but natural, like that of unen-s-alwaya understanding that, when we
speak of the Lord's natural humanity, we mean divine-natural-a
lnunanity analogous to ours, but as much more perfect as the Creator
is n101'e perfect than the creature.

19. When the Lord had thus instructed his disciples regarding the
}>e)'\ver which he had acquired by glorification, and which he was now
to exercise in and amongst them, he gave them the commission on
which they were to act. Go ye, therefore, and teacIt all nations.
When first sent forth to preach the gospel of the kingdom, they were
required to go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; now they
are commanded to go into all the world. These two commissions
were consistent with the different conditions in which they then stood.
Their first labour was to be bestowed upon the internal; now it was
to be extended to the external also. And their commission was to
teach all nations. Nations, meaning naturally the heathen, spiritually
signify those who are in states of good, especially of simple good, for
these only are in the desire, and thence in the capacity to receive
truth. In the abstract sense nations signify the principles themselves
of good in the extcrual or natural mind, as the lost sheep of the house
of Israel signi(y the principles of good in the internal or sl>iritual
mind ; so that we arc here instructed that even in ourselves we are to
see that there is good to receive truth, and to see that where there is
good it ought to be supplied with truth, to enlighten and guide it­
ill fact, to save it-for natural good is only made spiritual and saving
by means of trnth. The disciples were further commanded to baptize
the nations whom they instructed. There can be no doubt that this
connnand has reference to the formal baptism of all who receive the
Ohristian faith, or are admitted into the Christian church. It is not our
object to consider baptism as a Christian sacrament, to be administered
ill the Christian church. The doctrine of the church, as well as the
words of the Lord, declare this to be of perpetual obligation, and to
1>u of im portanco to us, both as a sign of introduction into the
Christian church, and, at the same time, of connection with the
church in heaven, and a memorial that the person baptized with water
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is to be regenerated by the truth and the Spirit of truth. Spiritual
baptism, therefore, which is the antitype and the end of water haptism,
is the washing of regeneration. Baptism was to be performed in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the IIoly Ghost. These arc
three names of the one Divine Being; but they are the names of three
distinct principles or essentials of his nature. 'I'lio Father if{ the
Es~ential Divinity, the Son is the Divine Humanity, and the Jluly
Spirit is the Divine Operation of the Father and the Son. In a 11101'C

interior but harmonious sense, the Father is the Di vine Love, the
Son is the Divine Wisdom, and the Holy Spirit is the Divine Power.
Those who were taught were to be baptized in the name of these.
And when we reflect that in the Word a name of any person or thing
means the quality of that person or thing, we are enabled to understand
the instructive import of this command. For to baptize in thc name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is to regenerate by the COIll­

munication and reception of love from God, of wisdom from 00<1, nIH!

po\ver from God. But to see the full significance of this form ulu, \VO

must further consider that man was created an image of God, H,IHl

that he can not only be restored to the Divine image, but renewed in
all the parts or faculties of his nature, by the reception into Lhem of
a finite measure of the qualities or principles that make up the perfect
nature of God. Man has a will, created after the likeness and
adapted for the reception of God's love; he has an uuderstauding,
created after the image and adapted for the reception of God's \ViN­

dom; and he has the faculty of acting, created after the irnage and
adapted to the reception of God's power. Now, man is rcgcnern ted
when he receives of God's love into his will, of God's wisdom in to lliH

understanding, and of God's power into his words aut! work s.

Nothing can baptize the heart but love, nothing can l>:lpLizo tllO

understanding but wisdom, and nothing can baptize the life but tll('

power of these principles manifested in a life of true holiness. 'l'h iH
is the baptism of the sou], and that which makes us members of' the
Lord's body.

20. The disciples were to teach the nations, 01' the haptizcd of thctu,

to observeall things iohateoeoer the LOTd luul comnuindcd tliem. Sal Yit.­

tion can only be secured by doing all things 'which the Lord has eOlll­

manded in his teaching-that is, throughout his whole Word, of which
he is the Author. But the force of this part of the Lord's commission
depends on the circumstance that baptism is to be followed np by this
teaching. A teaching is to precede baptism, and another is to Sl1cef'(~el

it. The first is a teaching of principles, the second of duties, or, what

is the same, the first is a teaching of the internal, the second a teach­
ing of the external. Further, the teaching which is to follow baptism
is the teaching of duties that are to follow baptism, on the prin­
ciple that, unless the regenerate continue faithful in persevering
holiness to the end of life, there can be no salvation. "He that
putteth his hand to the plough and looketh back, is not fit for the
kingdom of God." And how encouraging is the final promise of
the Lord to his faithful followers! And, lo, I arn with you. alway,
even unto the end of the world. The Lord promised to be with his
disciples at the very time he was about to leave them. Here we see
the difference between real and apparent, between spiritual and bodily
presence. Well was this difference stated by the Lord himself in the
course of his teaching. When promising his faithful ones that when
he went away from them he would send another Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth, saying at the same time, I will not Leave you comfort­
less; I will come unto you; he says respecting the Spirit, "l?or he
dwellcth with you, and shall be in you" (John xiv. 17). It is this
presence of the Lord in his disciples that is the real source of their C0111­
fort and po\ver. It was this presence that the Lord promised. And this
presence they were to enjoy to the end of the world. In the general
meaning, the saving presence of the Lord with his people till the end
of the church is promised. The world does not mean even literally the
world as the habitation of man, the theatre of human action,-it means
the age, the religions dispensation, the consummation of which is meant
by the end. In reference to the members of the church individually,
the en:1 of their a.ge is the end of life with those who persevere unto
the end; for those who are faithful unto death, to them the Lord will
give n crown of life. But with all the Lord is present unto the end.
I [0 never 'withdraws his prescllce from allY. 'I'ho Lord's words,
literally rendered, are still more expressive and comforting. "I am
with you all the days, even unto the consummation of the age." He
is with his church and people in all their states, to enlighten them
with his truth, to influence them with his love, and to support
them 'with his power, If the church declines, he never leaves her,
but continnes to be with her, and watch over her, even till her end
co111es, when she rejects him, and brings an end upon herself. If
the member of. the ChUILh, who has been baptized in the sacred 11::1111e
of the Lord, falls a\vay, and turns to the boggarly elements of the
world, the Lord is even with him alway, even to the end of his state.
But let us endeavour so to sanctify our minds and lives by the in­
Iluence of hiH Spirit, and by the teaching of his vVord, that we lnay
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know no end but that which Providence appoints ns, when we 11n YC

completed our course here below, and are called iut.o t.lt(~ ltigIter
mansions of his house, where we may he with him ulway, for c\:cr.

A'lnen. Although this does not a.ppear to he a Pfll't of th« illf~llil'pa

text, it 111ay be considered as the response of the church, hy which if:
has been added. Even so, let us desire, aud I'ray, nnrl lnhotu: to ~(\et1]'(~

the fulfilment of this divine promise-e-that .lcsus Jllay he 0111' portion
in tilne and in eternity.




