





678 .ST. MATTHEW. [Crar. XXVIIIL,

Governor of heaven and earth—that is, of the whole spiritnal and
material universe. This truth is precious for what it contains, which
is not merely the fact that Christ is God, but that God is in Christ—
the eternal Divinity exercising all its powers in and by the Divine
‘humanity. What must have been the impression of the disciples
when they heard this declaration from the lips of Jesus! ' They had
seen him, they had followed him, they had been with him in his
temptations, and he had called them brethren; and now he tells
them that he with whom they had become familiar had all power in
heaven and in earth. This is just the value of this great truth—that
Jesus, who has entered into all our states and sympathics, is Ruler
over the two worlds to which we belong, one of which we live in for
a time here, the other in which we are to live hereafter for cver.
Need we say one word on the seeming incompatibility of this language
with that of supreme divinity ? How could he possess independent
divine power when he only received it? To all such questions it is
enough to answer, This language is equally inconsistent with the
notions either of Christ’s being a second divine person or a mere man.
A divine person could not receive such power; a mere human person
could not contain it. The Lord’s declaration can only be rationally
understood on the principle that the power of the Lord’s divinity was
given to his humanity. This humanity was not the same as that of o
mere man. ‘“A body hast thou prepared for me,” was pronounced
from heaven in anticipation of the incarnation. The body which
became the temple of the Divinity was prepared even in the womb of
the virgin, by being begotten by that very power of the Ilighest, of
which it had now become the sole possessor, and was raised from the
dead by that same power. The humanity was thus a temple builded
by the Divinity as a residence for itself, and now the power of the
Divine is in the human, as all the power of the human soul is in the
human body. Thus the power, like the presence, of God is with us
in the humanity of Christ, that is kindred to our own. DBut there ix
another truth with this general one. Heaven and earth mean
spiritually not only the church in heaven and the church on earth,
they mean also the two corresponding parts and principles in every
member of the church—the internal man, which is heaven in him,
and his external man, which is earth in him. Jesus has all power in
both ; and his possession of power in these is to be contrasted with
the power of which they were the subjects before the incarnation.
Before God was manifest in the flesh, the Divine powcr in man was
operative mediately through heaven, and men were ruled through
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angels, for these were nearest to him; but since the Lord’s glorifica-
tion, the Divine power is operative immediately through the humanity
in which God dwells, and in which he is immediately and intimately
present with him, and he is therefore now ruled by the Lord himself.
The Lord as a man is nearer to us than angels are—and when I speak
of nearness, I do not mean nearness in space, but nearness in nature
—for the Lord has a humanity, not only spiritual, like that of angels,
but natural, like that of men—always understanding that, when we
speak of the Lord’s natural humanity, we mean divine-natural—a
humanity analogous to ours, but as much more perfect as the Creator
1s more perfect than the creature.

19. When the Lord had thus instructed his disciples regarding the
power which he had acquired by glorification, and which he was now
to exercise in and amongst them, he gave them the commission on
which they were to act. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations.
When first sent forth to preach the gospel of the kingdom, they were
required to go only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; now they
arec commanded to go into all the world. These two commissions
were consistent with the different conditions in which they then stood.
Their first labour was to be bestowed upon the internal ; new it was
to be extended to the external also. And their commission was to
teach all nations.  Nations, meaning naturally the heathen, spiritually
signify those who are in states of good, especially of simple good, for
these only are in the desire, and thence in the capacity to receive
truth. In the abstract sense nations signify the principles themselves
of good in the external or natural mind, as the lost sheep of the house
of Israel signify the principles of good in the internal or spiritual
mind; so that we are here instructed that even in ourselves we are to
see that there is good to receive truth, and to see that where there is
good it ought to be supplied with truth, to enlighten and guide it—
in fact, to save it—for natural good is only made spiritual and saving
by means of trnth. The disciples were further commanded fo baptize
the nations whom they instructed. There can be no doubt that this
command has reference to the formal baptism of all who receive the
Christian faith, or are admitted into the Christian church. Itisnot our
object to consider baptism as a Christian sacrament, to be administered
in the Christian church. The doctrine of the church, as well as the
words of the Lord, declare this to be of perpetual obligation, and to
be of importance to us, both as a sign of introduction into the
Christian church, and, at the same time, of connection with the
church in heaven, and a memorial that the person baptized with water
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is to be regenerated by the truth and the Spirit of truth. Spiritual
baptism, therefore, which is the antitype and the end of water baptism,
is the washing of regeneration. Baptism was to be performed in the
name of the Father, ond of the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost. These are
three names of the one Divine Being; but they are the names of three
distinct principles or essentials of his nature. The Father is the
Essential Divinity, the Son is the Divine Humanity, and the [Holy
Spirit is the Divine Operation of the Father and the Son. In a more
interior but harmonious sense, the Father is the Divine Love, the
Son is the Divine Wisdom, and the Holy Spirit is the Divine Power.
Those who were taught were to he baptized in the name of these.
And when we reflect that in the Word a name of any person or thing
means the quality of that person or thing, we are enabled to understand
the instructive import of this command. For to baptize in the name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, is to regenerate by the com-
munication and reception of lovs from God, of wisdom from God, and
power from God. But to see the full significance of this formula, we
must further consider that man was created an image of God, and
that he can not only be restored to the Divine image, but rencwed in
all the parts or faculties of his nature, by the reccption into them of
a finite measure of the qualities or principles that make up the perfect
nature of God. Man has a will, created after the likeness and
adapted for the reception of God's love; he has an understanding,
created after the image and adapted for the reception of God's wis-
dom; and he has the faculty of acting, created after the image and
adapted to the reception of God's power. Now, man is regenerated
when he receives of God’s love into his will, of God’s wisdom into his
understanding, and of God's power into his words and works.
Nothing can baptize the heart but love, nothing can baptize the
understanding but wisdom, and nothing can baptize the life but the
power of these principles manifested in a life of true holiness.  This
is the baptism of the soul, and that which makes us members of the
Lord’s body.

20. The disciples were to teach the nations, or the baptized of them,
to observe all things whatsoever the Lord had commanded them. Salvi-
tion can only be secured by doing all things which the Lord has com-
manded in his teaching—that is, throughout his whole Word, of which
he is the Author. But the force of this part of the Lord’s commission
depends on the circumstance that baptism is to be followed up by this
teaching. A teaching is to precede baptism, and another is to succeed
it. The first is a teaching of principles, the second of dutics, or, what

Cuap. XXVIIL] ST. MATTHEW. 681

is the same, the first is a teaching of the internal, the second a teach-
ing of the external. Further, the teaching which is to follow baptism
is the teaching of duties that are to follow baptism, on the prin-
ciple that, unless the regenerate continue faithful in persevering
holiness to the end of life, there can be no salvation. “He that
putteth his hand to the plough and looketh back, is not fit for the
kingdom of God.”” And how encouraging is the final promise of
the Lord to his faithful followers! dnd, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. The Lord promised to be with his
disciples at the very time he was about to leave them. Here we see
the difference between real and apparent, between spiritual and bodily
presence. Well was this difference stated by the Lord himself in the
course of his teaching. When promising his faithful ones that when
he went away from them he would send another Comforter, even the
Spirit of truth, saying at the same time, 7 will not leave you comfort-
less ; 7 will come unto you; he says respecting the Spirit, “ For he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John xiv. 17). It is this
presence of the Lord i his disciples that is the real source of their com-
fort and power. 1t was this presence that the Lord promised. And this
presence they were to enjoy to the end of the world. In the general
meaning, the saving presence of the Lord with his people till the end
of the church is promised. The world does not mean even literally the
world as the habitation of man, the theatre of human action,—it means
the age, the religious dispensation, the consummation of which is meant
by the end. In reference to the members of the church individually,
the end of their age is the end of life with those who persevere unto
the end ; for those who are faithful unto death, to them the Lord will
give a crown of life.  But with all the Lord is present unto the end.
[le never withdraws his presence from any.  The Lord’s words,
literally rendeved, ave still more expressive and comforting. “I am
with you all the days, even unto the consummation of the age.”” He
is with his church and people in all their states, to enlighten them
with lhis truth, to influence them with his love, and to support
them with his power. If the church declines, he never leaves her,

but continues to be with her, and watch over her, even till her end
comes, when she rejects him, and brings an end upon herself. If
the member of the church, who has been baptized in the sacred name

of the Lord, falls away, and twns to the beggarly elements of the

world, the Lord is cven with him alway, even to the end of his state.

But let us endeavour so to sanctify our minds and lives by the in-

fluence of his Spirit, and by the teaching of his Word, that we may
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know no end but that which Providence appoints ns, when we have
completed our course here below, and are called into the higher
mansions of his house, where we may be with him alway, for ever.

Amen.  Although this does not appear to be a pavt of the inspived
text, it may be considered as the response of the church, by which it
has been added. Even so, let us desive, and pray, and Iahour to sceure
the fulfilment of this divine promise—that Jesus may be our portion
in time and in eternity.





