

















412 THE RESTORATION OF JERUSALEM,

posed of the anguish and tears of the captives—* By the rivers
of Babylon, there we sat down ; yea, we wept when we remem-
bered Zion. We hanged our harps u pon the willows, in the midst
thereof. For there they that carried us away required of us a
song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying,
Sing us one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strange land? If I forget thee, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do not remember
thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth ; if I prefer
not Jerusalem above my chief joy” (cxxxvil.).

With all their love of home, and all the misery of absence,
combined with the accumulated sorrows of captivity and slavery,
we may well conceive how joyous their return would be. How
glad they would learn the deécree of Cyrus! How exultantly
they would commence their return home. How they would
kiss the dear spot from which they had so long been absent,
and with what energy they would strive to rebuild the city and
the temple, and once more have the faith that they were under
the protection and Dblessing of the Lord their God. This
feeling is portrayed in another Psalm—¢ \When the Lord
turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that
dream. Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our
tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The
Lord hath done great things for them. The Lord hath done
great things for us, whereof we are glad” (cxxvi.). DBearing
these considerations in mind, we may readily perceive why so
much is said, and in terms of such joyous exultation, of the
return to their own land, of Jerusalem being built again, of its
being established with abounding prosperity to abide for ever.
This latter phrase, however, strictly rendered, is for an age, or
dispensation.

The prophecies of this return were all given either Defore the
captivity, as in the instances of Isaiah and Jeremiah, or during
the captivity, asin the cases of Fzckicl, Daniel, Haggai, and
Zechariah.  The restoration of the nation of Jerusalem after
the misery of the Babylonish bondage fulfilled all those
prophecies respecting the return of the Jews to their own land,
so far as their literal application is concerned, and there is
nothing in Scripture to warrant the anticipation of A THIRD
RETURN. They have accomplished their use as a separate
nation—the use of preserving the W ord, and the great doctrines
of the Unity and Fatherhood of God ; and now that Christians
are learning to be Christian to the Jews, and to rise to a Chris-
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tianity of real love and goodness, the Jews will gradually rise
above their narrow and isolating forms, and learn, we doubt
not, in time to be Christian too. They will then rejoice in
Jehovah, the God of their fathers,' not less dear or less glorious,
Dbecause He is also Jesus the Saviour of all men in every land,
the Deliverer from all sin, from all selfishness, and therefore
from all sorrow. This would be to come into a Jerusalem far
more magnificent and more happy than any earthly city ; a city
indeed of the living God, a city whose light is the glory of God,
whose streets are of transparent gold, whose atmosphere inspires
only thoughts of purity, peace, and joy ; and whose 1n1}ab1ta11t§
are all of the great family of the good and the true, of innumer-
able varieties of mind and body, but all united by the blessed
girdle of love to God and love to man.

We have already said that the only literal return of the Jews
to their own land, contemplated by the prqphemes,’was tl}e
return from Babylon THE SECOND TIME, as it is denominated in
Isaiah ; and these prophecies were literally fulfilled in the period
of the literal dispensation which closed with the resurrection of
our Lord. After that, the new spiritual dispensation of Chris-
tianity began, a dispensation of which the Redeemer Himself
said, “Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall
neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the
Father. Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we
worship : for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh,
and Now 1s, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father
in spirit and in truth: for THE FATHER SEEKETH SUCH TO
worsHIP HiM. God is a Spirit : and they that worship Him,
must worship Him in spirit and in truth” (John iv. 21-24).

We have already said that the return from Babylon is the
only return referred to in the prophetic writings, so far as. their
literal application goes; and, therefore, the expectation _of
many at the present day that the Jews are to return to Palestine
again, is an error, gathered chiefly from the prophetic declara-
tions which speak of the return of the Jews from Babylon to
their own land, and the restoration of Jerusalem, WHICH WERE
FULFILLED five hundred years before our Lord came into the
world. ) )

Let us notice a few of these declarations.  And it shall
come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand
again, A SECOND TIME, to recover the remnant of His people,
which shall be left, from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from
Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam (Media), and from
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Shinar (Babylon), and Hamath, and the isles of the sea” (Isa.
xi. 11).  Again, “Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the
Chaldeans, with a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it
even to the end of the earth; say ye, The Lord hath redcemed
His servant Jacob” (Isa. xlviii. 2o). In Jeremiah also the
language is equally clear. “Like these good figs, so will I
acknowledge them that are carried away captive of Judah into
the land of the Chaldeans, for their good.. For I will set mine
eyes upon them for good, and I will Lring them again to this
land: and I will build them, and not pull them down; and I
will plant them, and not pluck them up. And I will give them
a heart to know me, that I am the Lord: and they shall he my
people, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto me
with their whole heart” (Jer. xxiv. 5-7).

The resurrection of dry bones was a vision to the prophet
Ezekiel, in the land of the Babylonians, where his countrymen
were then prisoners, to represent the approaching end of the
captivity, and the restoration of Israel; the resurrection of the
nation, then politically dead, to their beloved country once
more. “Then, he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Isracl: behold they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts.
‘Therefore, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord
God : Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause
you to come up out of your graves, and bring you into THE
LAND OF ISRAEL.  And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you IN YOUR OWN LAND: then shall ye
know that I the Lord have spoken it, and performed it, saith
the Lord” (Ezek. xxxvii. 11, 12, 14). -

One other declaration we will cite, and we conceive it will
be abundantly evident that the return of the Israelitish people
and the restoration of Jerusalem, to which the prophets refer,
were the return from Babylon, with the permission to rebuild
Jerusalem, with its temple, after that restoration of the nation.
“For I, saith the Lord, will be unto her a wall of firc round
about, and will be the glory in the midst of her.  Ho, ho, come
forth and flee from the land of the north, saith the Lord, for 1
have spread you abroad, as the four winds of the heaven, saith
the Lord. Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the
DAUGHTER OF BaBvLoN. For thus saith the Lord of hosts,
After the glory, hath he sent me unto the nations which spoiled
you: for he that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of Ilis cy«”
(Zech. ii. 5-8).
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It is perfectly evident, we trust, that the great captivity from
which the Israelites were to be brought, when they were re-
stored to their own land, was the seventy years’ exile in Baby-
lon, and no other return is even hinted at in the sacred oracles,
and consequently the expectation of those who Imagine that a
restoration of the nation to its ancient glory in Palestine is yet
to be expected, is a mistake. It is a mistake of those who have
not yet learned the grand lesson of Christianity, upon which all
progress aud happiness rest,. ““ The kingdom of God is not lo
here or lo there, but the kingdom of God is within you.”

They who change their hearts from unselfish states by the
power of truth from the Lord Jesus, who grow in love and un-
selfishness, who seek to do away with all prejudices in them-
selves, and rejoice in doing the Lord’s will on earth as it is
done in heaven, who shun all evils as sins against Him, and
abhor all idea of merit or self-righteousness, these will enter the
New Jerusalem, the new city of truth, the holy mountain, for
Christian and for Jew alike, for Catholic and Protestant, black
and white, bond and free. “And the Lord shall be king over
all the earth: in that day shall there be one Lord, and His
name one” (Zech. xiv. 9). o

We have seen that Jerusalem was the type of the Christian
Church, and this is admitted by the teachers of all portions of
Christendom ; the redemption from Egypt wasa type of deliver-
ance from the bondage of sin, by which alone a man becomes
really a Christian. So far so good. ~ What then, after centuries
of glorious existence, would the captivity of Jerusalem to
Babylon mean? Does it not clearly foreshadow that the spiri-
tual, the Christian Jerusalem, would gradually succumb to
Babylon, and be fully degraded, and trpdden under foot, by the
ambitious lust of rule? And has not this been fulfilled?
From what, have the divisions and struggles that have rent the
Christian Church for twelve hundred years arisen but from the
struggles as to who should be greatest? ‘This is the very
essence of Babylon. Let any one read the sweet and simple
pages of the¢ gospel, and then observe the gaudy decorations,
the meretri¢ious pomp and splendour, the high-sounding names
which have been foisted upon Christianity in many lands, and
ask himself is that Christian purity, or Babylonish pride?

With the struggle to be greatest in religion comes contempt
for others, animosity, hate, persecution, sectional heart-burnings,
and sectarian virulence. These are all signs of Babylonish
ambition, not of Christian meekness. When they prevail, Isracl
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is in captivity to Babylon. But, blessed be the name of the
Most High, Israel will be brought out of Babylon. Jerusalem
will be restored to freedom, and be a city of light,—a city of
love. The Lord our God, as our text declares, will dwell n
Zion, His holy mountain. ‘The mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be at the top of the mountains, and above all the hills
(Isa. ii. 2). Or in other words, Love to the Lord Jesus shall
be above all other affections. In the grand solemn silences of
the heart, in its holiest sympathies, which like great mountains
lift themselves up to heaven, this one shall reign supreme, Jesus
is all in all. He is the First and the Last.  His will, of perfect
love, in all things, must be done.

In this inmostly holy sentiment the Lord Himself will dwell.
From the Lord within an impulse will constantly flow forth in
harmony with His Word, and our ears shall hear a word behind
us saying, This is the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand and when ve turn to the left. Then shall Jerusalem
be holy. Jerusalem shall be, and be called, a city of truth
(Zech. viii. 3). Her inhabitants shall delight in truth, be sanc-
tified by the truth, the Word, which is truth, shall open its glo-
rious streams within her, and all shall know that “there is ariver,
the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy
place of the tabernacles of the Most High. God is in the
midst of her, she shall not be moved. God shall help her and
that right early.” There shall no strangers pass through her any
more. A stranger is one foreign to the spirit of the place, and
a stranger to the spiritual Jerusalem would be one strange to
goodness and truth. Too many strangers have gone through
the Old Jerusalem, defiled her palaces, and made her inhabi-
tants wretched, but no stranger shall pass through the New
Jerusalem. ~ Strangers repel the city from them, or themselves
from the city. When the ambitious or impure strive to enter,
they miss the way and get to Egypt or to Sodom instead.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall sce God; they
shall behold also the city of God, and the glory of God shall
enlighten them. They shall eat of the bread of life, and drink
of the living water. They shall have an inward heaven, and
increase in interior loveliness, until they are called at last to
the realms of eternal joy and peace.

“So shall ye know that I am the Lord your God dwelling in
Zion, my holy mountain ; then shall Jerusalem be holy, and
there shall no strangers pass through her any more.”




