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individual desire and preparation for ITis (‘oming. Defore the Lord’s
TFirst Advent there was a general sense of want which no one of the
existing systems could supply, a craving which none of them could
satisfy. The Saviour had become the desive of all nations. The human
mind had outgrown the means of its improvement.  Suclha state is not
inconsistent with great moral degradation. The diseased spirit desires
health, and craves the means of restoration cven when living in
violation of the laws of health. The same conditions preceded the
Lord’s Second Advent. The church had lost its purity, religion its
power, the Scriptures their authority. They hadlost in the dark ages
what they did not recover with the restoration of learning. Wher a
church has begun to decline it never can be restored to its original
state ; and even if doctrinally it could, it would be unsuited to the
altered condition of the human mind.  The mind requires and craves
something more. It has outgrown the wmeans of its advancemert.
Provision is therclore mado for whal ifs neccssitios require.  Cld
things are done away, all Lhings are made new. Vel the old supplies
the germ of the new, for it contains it, as the seod containg the gem
of the plant.  But the new does not spring into life till the old fidls
into the ground and dies. The living power, aided by the showrs

and sunshine of returning spring, produces a new form, which in ae §
time clothes itself with leaves and decks itsell with flowers, as wil (o™
the adornings of a bride; for these are the wedding garments of f10 3w
virgin plant, as she turns herself to the sun, or as the sun turns herto \{\QY X
himself. Things in which man is concerned are not made new withat g* ¢
some new state or condition of mind, from which he can receive ad (e 5
return the new influence and the new gifts. Where there is no desropk®”

there can be no reception ; where tliere is no reception there can heio
return ; where there is no return there can he no conjunction. he

- - . el
Lord loves the ehurch, hut the church musk receive s Tove, ad o
must return it to 1im again, The Lowd is ever coming o the chures ow
but He cannot actually come till the church desires Iis coming.  Tlis /(“"q:

coming is evidently represented in this chapter as progressive, as if te
time were nearer and more near.
responsive answer, but now the response is more instant and earne

¢« Come, Lord Jesus,” is the impassioned expression of the Dbrides WY’
desire for the promised coming of the Bridegroom. Ile is saluted, to, )
by the title and name more expressive of Ilis love and goodness.  Tls P
indicates corresponding graces in the respousive bride; for the chura Y
can only love the Lord as love and goodness, from 1lis love and goo- o2 A~

ness in herself.

Once before has it met withaw™
b 2O
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In the particular sense, which speaks of the Coming of the Lord to
the regenerate, by Ilis descent into their hearts and minds, we are to
regard the Bridegroom and the bride as the graces of love and faith,
the union of which constitutes the heavenly marriage. Love within
and faith without is the first condition in relation to cach other. Love
comes directly through the inmost of the mind ; faith comes by hear-
ing, and hearing by the Word of God. As love in the heart is
received and reciprocated by faith in the understanding, they gradually
approach each other until they become united. Their union in the
Christian mind is the truest covenant, and the beginning and ground
of the Christian’s union with the Lord, and of the Lord’s union with
the church. The whole is made up of its parts, and is such as the
parts are.  The church consists of love and wisdom, goodness and
truth, charity and faith, not as abstract principles, but as graces of the
heart and mind, and virtues of the Christian life.  Of those whose
minds aro enriched with the graces, and whosoe Tives aro adorned with
tho virbues, of tho relizion of the Lord Jesus Christ, tho chureh as o
collective body consists, considered as it appears belore God, what-
ever appearance it may present before men. The human mind is,
therefore, the scene and the subject of all the transactions recorded in
this book ; and not the least of the marriage of the Lamb. Here it is
that o testilies, « Surely I come quickly ;” and here the response is
given, “ Iiven so, come Lord Jesus.” Love speaks within the heart,
and the faith of love answers from the understanding.

21. With this blessed state of reciprocated love, which forms the
essential condition of, and preparation for, the heavenly marriage, in
which heaven consists, and from which its exalted uses and ineflable
heatitudes spring, the apoealyptic vision closes.  The benediction
which is added, T%e grace of vur Lord Jesus Christ be avith you «ll, is
an effeel as well as a conclnsion, a deduetion as well as a termination.
The grace of our Lord is not 1lis favour only but 1lis love. It is Iis
Divine Love brought near to us in His Divine Humanity. It is the
graco of which the Psalmist speaks, when treating prophetically of the
Lord’s incarnation and His marriage with the church: “Thou art
fairer than the children of men ; grace is poured into Thy lips : there-
fore God hath blessed thee for ever” (xlv. 2). The Son of Man, yet
fairer than the children of men ; the recipient of Divine grace, yet its
true Source; the ever-blessed, yet the ever-blessing; Jesus is the
pattern of perfection, the Giver of good, the Dispenser of happi-
ness. In Him all the Divine perfections dwell, because in Him all
Divinity dwells, and dwells in a perfected, and therefore, Divino
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Humanity, in which He is Immanuel, God with us. The grace of Jesus
is the grace of God, but of God-Man, the grace of infinite and eternal
Love, offered unto all men. It is the Lord’s desire that His grace
should be with us and in us. If not with the inspired penman,
at least with all saints, we may devoutly and heartily say, Amen.

MUIR AND PATERSON, PRINTERS, EDINBURGH.

BY THE SAME AUTHOR.

Third Edition, 8vo, cloth, Ts.

‘Commentary on the Gospel of St. Matthew.

8vo, cloth, Ts.

Commentary on the Gospel of St. John.

Third Edition, foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.

Sermons, Expository and Practical.

Bijou. Edition, 18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d. ; Presentotion Edition,
printed in gold, crown Svo, 4s. 6d.

Marriage: A Divine [nstitution and a
Spiritual and Enduring Union.

18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d.

The Story of Joseph and his Brethren:

ITS MORAL AND SPIRITUAL LESSONS.

JAMES SPEIRS, 36 Bloomshury Street, London.



36 Bloomsbury Street, W.C.

NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS

PUBLISHED BY

JAMES SPEIRS.

On Human Science, Good and Evil, and its TVorks; and on
Divine Revelation and its Works and Sciences. By J. J.
GarTH WILKINSON, M.D. 8vo, cloth, 16s.

Outlines of the Religion and FPhilosophy of Sivedenborg. By

THEOPHILUS PARSONS, LL.D. Small crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.

A Compendium of the Thealogical Works of Emanuel
Swedenborg. 8vo, cloth, gs.

Talks to the Children : Addresses delivered o the New Clhurch
Sunday School, Camden Road. Foolscap §vo, cloth, 1s. 6d.

The Divine Word Opened : Discourses. By the Rev. Dr.
BavLey. Crown 8vo, 7s. 6d.

Character :  its Elements and Devclopment. By a Bible
Student. Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. ; gilt edges, 4s. 6.

Commentary on the Revelation of St. Jo/n. By the Rev. W.
Bruce. 8vo, cloth, 7s.

Authority in the New Church. By the Rev. R. L. Tarr,
M.A., Ph.D. Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s.

The Regenerate Life: Dissertations. By JAMES ARBOUIN.
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 1s. 6d.

Emanuel . Swedenborg, the Spiritual Columbus: « Skeich.
By U. S. E. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s.; cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 6d.

Heavenly Blessedness : what it is, and how atlained. By the
Rev. Chauncey Giles. Sccond Edition.  Crown 8vao, cloth, 3s.

Christ in the Life: Sermons; to which is added a Collection of
Poems. By E. H. Sears, D.D.  Crown 8vo, 6s.

The Divine Wisdom of the Word of God as scen in e

Spiritual Sense of the Histories of Samuel, Saul, David, Solo-
mon, and Daniel. Dy the Rev. Dr. BAyLEy. Crown 8vo, §s.

The Angels. By a Bible Student. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.;
with gilt edges, 4s.

Thoughts in my Garden. By MArRy G, Ware. Crown 8vo,
cloth, 3s. 6d.

Commentary on the Gospel of St. Jokn. By the Rev.
‘WirLLiaM BRUCE. 8vo, cloth, 7s.

The Lord's Prayer: Sermons. By the Rev, JoHN PrEs-

LAND, Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s.

Commentary on the Gospel of St. Mattherwn. By the Rev.
i ‘Wirriam Bruce. 8vo, cloth, 7s.

NEW WORKS AND NEW EDITIONS

An Appeal on behalf of the Doctrines of the New Clurch.
By the Rev. S. NosLE. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s.

The Nature of Spirit and of Man as a Spiritual Being. By

the Rev. CHAUNCEY GILES. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 1s. 6d.

Great Truths on Great Subjects : Six Lectures Delivered at
Brighton. By the Rev. Dr. BAYLEY. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 1s.

The Rules of Life of Emanuel Swedenborg. Beautifully

illuminated and printed on large card, 8d.

Our Children in Heaven. By WiLLiam H. HOLCOMBE,
M.D. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, extra gilt, 2s. 6d.

LEmanuel Swedenborg: A Striking Outline Account of the
Man and his Works. By a Bible Student. Foolscap 8vo,
cloth, 1s. 6d.

Spiritual Reflections for every Day in the Year; with Morn-
ing and Evening Prayers. By the Revs. THoMAS and DAVID
G. GOYDER. 3 vols. crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. each.

Defence of Revealed Religion: Being Strictures on the Views
of Modern Rationalists. By Josepn DEans. Foolscap 8vo,
cloth, 1s. 6d.

The Sexes Here and Hereaffer. By WirLiam H, HOLCOMBE,
M.D. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s.

Linportant Doctrines of the True Christian Religion : Lectures
by the Rev. S. NoBLE. 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

Tract-Sermons. By Apam HaworRTH.  18mo, cloth, 1s.
The Fourth Gospel the Heart of Christ. By E. H. SEARS.

Post 8vo, cloth, 10s.

Sermons and Songs of the Christian Life. By E. H. SEARs.

Post 8vo, cloth, 8s.

Zhe Story of Joseph: Iis Moral and Spiritual Lessons.
By the Rev. W. BRUCE. 18mo, cloth, 1s. 6d.

Lrom Lgypt to Canaan: The Progress of Man from the Un-
regenerate to the Regenerate State. By the Rev. Dr. BAYLEY.
Crown 8vo, cloth, extra gilt, 6s.

Sermons, Lxpository and Practical. By the Rev. WILLIAM
Bruce. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Other Life. By W. H. HorcomBg, M.D. Foolscap
8vo, cloth, 2s.

Symbolic Character of the Sacred Scriptures. By the Rev.
ABIEL SILVER. Post 8vo, cloth, gs.

Twelve Discourses on the “ Essays and Reviews.” By the
Rev. Dr. BAYLEY. 12mo, cloth, 3s.

The Antediluvian History and Narrative of the Flood as set
forth in the early portions of Genesis, Critically Examined and

Explained. By the Rev. E. D, RENDELL. 8vo, cloth, zs, 6d. ;
by post, 3s.



PUBLISHED BY FAMES SPEIRS.

The Infinite and the Finite. By THEOPHILUS PARSONS.
Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 4s.

The Heart, its Tendency to Evil, and the Mode of its Purifi-
cation. Illustrated by six plates. DBy the Rev. D. G. GOYDER.
Sixth Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s.

The Lovd’s Prayer: Sermons. By the Rev. O. PRESCOTT
HirLLer. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, 2s.

The Human Body and its Connection with Man. Illustrated
by the principal Organs. By J. J. GARTH WILKINSON, M.D.
Crown §vo, cloth, ss.

Foregleams and Foreshadows of Immortality. DBy E. H.
SEARS, Post 8vo, cloth, 7s.

Deus Homo—God-Man. By THEOPHILUS PARSONS, LL.D.
Crown 8vo, cloth, 4s. 6d.

Posthumons Papers: being Sermons, Short Lssays, and Re-
flections and Maxims, By the Rev. O. P. IIILLER. Ioolscap
8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.

The Cares of the 1Vorld. By JounN WEBSTER IHANCOCK,
LL.B. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

Swedenborg Studies. By Ricuarp M‘Curry. Crown 8vo,
cloth, 4s. .

Light on Life: Essays. By RoBerRT R. RODGERS, Tost
8vo, cloth, 4s.

NEW AND POPULAR TRACTS.

The Annikilation Theory compared with Holy Scripture. By
the Rev. JosepH DEANs. 1d.

The Church of the New Jerusalem: A New Dispensation of
Divine Truth. By the Rev. CHAUNCEY GILES. 2d.

Who are these New Church People? To which is added a
‘Week of Prayer. By the Rev Dr. BAYLEY. 2d.

The Daily Reading of a Portion of the Sacred Scripture. By
JaMEs SpEIRs, 1d.

Modern Spiritism in the Light of the New Church. DBy the
Rev. Dr, TAFEL. 2d.

What our Thoughts are Like. By SamueL TEED. 1d.

Cremation considered in Reference to the Resurrection. By a
Truth-Seeker. 3d.

The Doctrine of “ Substitution” Impartially Examined. By
the Rev. JouN HYDE. 1d.

Take care of your Spiritual Bodies. By ALFRED J. JOHN-
SON. 1d.

Ferpetual Existence. By Rev. ]AB‘EZ Fox. 1d.

The Great Birthday; a Christinas Address. By JAMES
SeEIRS. 1d.



