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as an incarnate angel or a mere man, And oven those 'Yho nckuowledge

His Divine nature have taken a'way from the truth rcspccting Him by
denying the Divinity of His Humanity. In Tegard to the commanrl­
ments and obedience to th8111, men hnve ~l(l(le(l to them in two dillcrent

ways, which are seemingly opposite, butwhich arc cx l.rcmcs that meet,
Some regard the commandments as so easy of fulfilment, that the
faithful Christian 11lay do 1110re than they n~(pliro. Uthers believe
that to fulfil the commandmente is not only dillicult but impossible,
Once established by the authority of the church, men luny hold these

as theological opinions without incnrring the guilt of ftclclillg or taking
away. Opinions do not of themselves COnd8111ll. Yet all error, though
not itself condemnatory, leads indirectly to contlcmnntiun. So far as
it favours evil, error brings upon us the plagllc~8 of sin; so jill' as it
undervalues good, it takes a,vay our part out of the book of life, and
out of the holy city, a11<1 Irom tho tllillgs which nrn wril.lon ill Lhis
book. Truth is to be desired bccnnso, lH\,illg Pllt'l~, it ](la<18 to purity.
" Every word of God. is puro: add thou HuL nnto 1Iis words, lest 110
reprove thee" (Prov. xxx. 5).

Although it is not easy to see how" tIlo ~Hl(lillg to or taking a\vay
from the words of this book, or of the Scriptures generally, should be
so great a crime and deserve so severe a punisluueut, it is easy to per­
ceive how great and fatal an evil it is wilfully to depart, ill faith and
practice, from the essential truths, which the hook reveals, 01' which it
presents anew to the church. The waming which is 1101'0 given is
addressed to the men of the church in our time as III He h as to those of
a past age--" to every man that heareth.' Ifat ]1101'(\,1y to those who
hear, but to those w ho understaud, and even to thosn 'W 110 consent to
what they hoar and undorataud, is the ,yarning .giv(~ll. To Lhoso who
add to tho words of tho book, plagues arB to llP :l( I(1(lll; from Lhos«

who take £1'0111 them, their part is to he taken Irorn t.hc Jrook of life.
The plagues that are written in this booknre, as ,YO have seen, Hot the
infliction of outward punisluncnts, but tho manifestntiou of inward
states. And. removal from the book of life is the result of the removal

of the principles of the book of life from the mind and heart. No one is
ever blotted out of the -book of life till he has blotted its contents from
the book of his own life. The whole contents of the book of life are
comprehended in the t\VO commandments of love to the Lord and love
to the neighbour. When these are taken a,vay ant of the heart, our part
is taken a'way out of the book of life. This fact is not less strikingly
taught if we adopt ,vhat critics generally regard as t.he trne reuc1ing­
God shall take a\vay his part jj'o1n the tree of l(~j'e. If those ,,,lto keep

IIis counuandments have a right to the tree of life, those who do not
keep Iris commandments forfeit that right. In the literal sense the
t,YO evil acts and their threatened consequences seem to refer to dif­
fereut persons. In the spiritual sense they relate to two connected
states ill the same person. So far as we love and do evil, we cease to
love a.llel do good. So far as we add, so far we take a,vuy; so far as
we l)l'll1g up~n ourselves the plagues of sin, so far we lose our part in
the book or In the tree of life.

But there are two other calamities which befall those who take away

frcm t!le words of the book. God takes away their' part out of the
holy CIty, and from the things which are written in this book. The
hoty city is the church, the things written in this book are the truths
of the church. vVhen we speak of the church we mean the principles
of the church; and when we speak of the truths of the church we
mran, not matters of ecclesiastical belief, hut matters of vital faith and
pr.ctico. 'Vo aro only in tho church so fur as the church is in us .

011 Y in its truths so far as they build us up into habitations of the
l,iv.ng God. 1\..11 these possessions Inay be lost, and are taken a\vay
i run us by tho very act of onr taking a\vay from the faith of Jesus
Clrist and the life of love and charity. Two dangers attend those
'VID are of the N e\v Church. Allowed to enter rationally into the
tnths of faith, they are in danger of being the victims of intellectual
prile, And as others have erred in keeping the understaudino in
sulj~ction to faith, so they are liable to run iI~to the opposite err~r of
koping faith in .subjection to the understanding; not duly reflecting
th:t the Word IS yea, yea; nay, nay; and that whatsoever is 11101'e

tli.n these co~neth of evil. Thus ~re they in danger of adding to the
puc and perfect truth of Clod. l~,e(lnil'o(l to keep the connnnndmont»
:l~,t cOIl<1i.Lioll, or ral.lrur as a menus, of sulvntion, thoy arc ill dallger

(l.f regal'llIllg tho reward to be, not of grace hut of work ; thus their
l'lPl tOOU811CSS bCCOIUCS meritorious : and merit is a thief that 1'0bs the
Lrd of Iris glory and depli:es man of his salvation. How carefully,
I.hn, ought we to guard against these great evils!

. e;)o. Again and finally, He which iestifietli these things saith, Surely, I
tvvi' CO~f] quickly. To this there is a response. AlIwn. Even so, come Lord
)fl e.p..'7J~us. For Jesus speaks as the Bridegroom coming to the church as
• _,t-, 1-3s Bride. The Lord expresses His will, the church her desire. The

\" O.{mrriage of the .Lam~ has come; His wife hath made herself ready,
~/S>ViJ'- Gstacles to .thelr union ha~e been gradually removed. Preparations
~ \1'1 ~, fc the llup~la~s ~r~ advancing. The Lord cannot make either I-lis

,e"'llrLf gneral or IllS IIllhvlllllal Advent, except so far as there is a general or
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individual desire and preparation for His Coming. ~Boforo the Lord's
First Advent there was a general sense of want which no ono of the
existing systems could supply, a craving w hich nouo of them could
satisfy. The Saviour had bOC01Jle the dcsiro or all unl.ions. The luuunn
mind had outgrown tho means of its im provcnu-nl. Nneh a stat.u is not
inconsistent with great moral degradation. The disenscd spirit desires
health, and craves the means of restoration even when living in
violation of the laws of health. Tho S~ll11D cOllditiuns preceded the
Lord's Second Advent. 'I'he church had lost its purity, religion its
power, the Scriptures their authority. They had lost in the clark ages
what they did not recover with the restoration of Ienruing. ,V]IOl: a
church has begun to decline it never can be restored to its original
state; and even if doctrinally it could, it would ho unsuited to the
altered condition of the human mind. 'I'Iie miru] }'I1(111i1'CS and craves

something 111o~'e. It has outgrown the menus of its advuuccmcrt.
Provision is t.hnrcloro mnrlo for wlui! itN IIIII'(I,l;~~ij,i(I~-1 1'(I(ll l il'(I. (1(1
thillgS nro <.10110 :nvay, all things are m.u l« nnw. \'(~L 1,110 Idd sl'llJdillH
the gerlll of tho new, for it contains it, as t.lic s(I(I(1 (~ullLaill~ L1l(~ g(~IJIl

of the plant. But the new does not spring into lifo till tho old f:Us

into the ~roun:l and ~ies. ~'he living power, aicl.c~(~ by th.e 8].101':1'S e
and sunshine of returning sprIng, protlucc~ a ll:'\T .iUllll, which III cue &~~
time clothes itself with leaves and decks itself 1\~lth flowers, as ~\'Lh \J:> ~ :
the adornings of a bride; for these are tlio wcdlllllg garltlcnts 01 110 ~y ;vJ

virgin plant, as she turns herself to the sun, or as tho sun turns licito '" o..Y­
himself. Things in which man is concerned arc. Hot made new ~I'ithrutV>"t
some new state or condition of mind, from 1V]I;eh liD can I:ccelvomd ,~.xQ,

return the new influence and the new gifts. ,\ hero thero IS no <1(ISre~~i,
there can be no reception; 1Vhere tliorc is no re(~(\ption thoro can 1)(\ lO MO

. t' 'l A"t,return; where there is no return there call 1JO ]l() conjuu« .ron. to '\''11' c\
Lord loves tho church, but tho cliu rch l1111SL n~(~t·i \On II is ]0\°1 1

, :1,( I o'..f\ c,\.f\. &~,

must return it to Him again. The .Lor: l is (\V'".cum i lI.g to L1.le ch 1I,\'~·I.; c-"'~'7
but He cannot actually come till the church desires Il is cOllllllg. J lIN x,f\I\t.-
coming i.s evidcntly representcd in this chapter as progr~~ssivc, as ~f h\ ~~ t.'­

time ,vere nearer and more near. Once before lIas It lllct 1Vltha v' .. {i.~-t
responsive answer, but now the response is more il.lstant allll carl.ld. .tL.~~-I\o.~ ~
"Come, Lord Jesus," is the ilnpassioned expressIon of the lJnd(s ~y ..
desire for the pronlised conling of the I3ridegrocHll. lIe is saluted, to, ~ ;
by the title and name more expressive of Ilis love and goollncss. TIE i{\I\'-\~. \t\
indicates corresponding graces in the responsive bride; for the churQ t \\iJ'.yv
can only love the Lord as love and goodness, frolll II is love antI goo~ (1 0" v\';
ness in herself.

In the particular sense, which speaks of the Corning of the Lord to
the regenerate, by His descent into their hearts and minds, we are to
regard the BriJegrooHl and the bride as the graces of love and faith,
the union of which constitutes the heavenly marriage. Love within
and faith without is the first condition in relation to each other. Love
comes directly through the inmost of the mind; faith comes by hear­
ing, and hearing by the Word of Gael. As love in the heart is
received and reciprocated by faith in the understanding, they gradually
approach each other until they beC0111e united. Their union in the
Christian mind is the truest covenant, and the beginning and ground
of the Christian's union with the Lord, and of the Lord's union with
the church. The whole is made up of its parts, and is such as the
1.arts are. The church consists of love and wisdom, goodness and
truth, charity and faith, not as abstract principles, but as graces of tho
honrt and 111111(1, nn.l virtues of tho Ch ristinu lifo. Of those whoso
ru iiula Inn olll'i(',l\(~d w i l.h l.lu: gl'a(I,('~, and whw~n Iivos nro ndol'llt'tl w il.l:
1.110 viI'Ll\(I,S, or LlIO l'nligioll or LlIO Lord ,J('.HUN (~hl'isli, t.lIO church aH It

collccti vn Lody consists, considered as it appcars before God, what­
over appearance it nHl,y present before men, The human mind is,
therefore, the scene and the subject of all the transactions recorded in
this book; and not the least of the marriage of the La111b. Here it is
that 110 testifies, " Surely I COIne quickly;" and here the response is
given, "]~von so, come Lord -Iesus." Love speaks within the heart,
and the faith of love answers from the understanding.

21. With this blessed state of reciprocated love, which forms the
essential condition of, and preparation for, the heavenly marriage, in
which heaven consists, and from which its exalted uses and ineffable
bcntitudcs spring, tho apocalyptic vision closes. 'I'lio benediction
which is atltlotl, :rl/(~ flj'((('e 0./o u r Lord Jesus Christ lJf] u-it]! f/O/(. ((11, is
nn tdl'oeL as wr.ll as n cnucl usion, a (lndl1(',LioJl as well :t8 a Lcruiinntion.
Tho graeo of OlU' Lord is not His favour only but Iris Iovo. It is Iris
JEvine l-iove brought llcar to us ill JIis Divine IIunlanity. It is the
graco of 1vhich the I)sahuist speaks, 1vhell treating prophetically of the
Lord's incarnation and IIis marriage "with the church: "Thou art
fairer than the children of men; grace is poured into Thy lips: there­
fore God hath blessed thee for ever" (xlv. 2). The Son of Man, yet
fairer than the children of Ilien; the recipient of Divine grace, yet its
true Source j the ever-blessed, yet the ever-blessing ; Jesus is the
pattern of perfection, the Giver of good, the Dispenser of happi­
ncss. In Hilll all the Divine perfections d,voll, because in frinl all
I)ivinity a"wells, and dwells in a perfected, and therofore, l)ivillo
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Humanity, in.which He is Immanuel, Gael with us. The grace of Jesus
is the grace of God, but of God-Man, the grace of infinite and eternal
Love, offered unto all TIleD. It is the Lord's desire that Iris grace
should be with us and in us. If not with tho inspired p0l111Ull1,

at least with all saints, we nuty devoutly and heartily say, J1 men.
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