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not. Such is the condition of the church in regard to faith at this
day, differing widely from what it was in the days of the apostles, when
faith was young and free. When faith is in this state of bondage to
the will and wisdom of man, what is there in it that deserves the name
of faith? Taith is extinet, and a counterfeit has risen up in its stead.
But divine mercy and wisdom provide that when faith expires in one
dispensation of the church, it shall rise up renewed in another, so that
even its death shall be the means of glorifying God, by exalting the
divine truth in the minds of men. Such is the Lord’s prediction of
Peter's end. “This spake he, signifying by what death he should
glorify God.” Death has two sides, and therefore two signilications.
On the natural side it is the dissolution of the body ; on the spiritual
side it is the emancipation of the soul: so on one side it is the end of
the church, on the other it is its beginning. When the Lord had told
Peter by what death he should glorify God, he said unto him, “ Follow
me.” Faith follows the Lord when it follows his teaching and walks
in the footsteps of his blessed example. But the Lord’s command to
Peter includes the requirement, that faith follow mno other than him-
self; for he is the way and the truth and the life, and the faith that
walks not after him walks in darkness.

20, 21. Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus
loved following ; which also leaned on lis breast at supper, und said,
Lord, which is he that betruyeth thee?  Peter, secing him, swilh 1o
Jesus, Lord, and what shall this mun do? The preceding incident
relates entirely to Peter. This relates to John. These two disciples
represented the two essentials of religion, and, therefore, of the church.
‘What is recorded of them in the present case has reference to them in
their relation to the Lord, and as to what would befall them in the
latter days. The circumstance recorded is a very singular one, singular
to be introduced into so solemn a history, seeing ifi has no greal
importance in itself, that it teaches no lesson either of faith or practice,
and that there is nothing apparently prophetic in its character. It is
nothing if it is not symbolical. Viewed in connection with what we
have already considered, relating to Peter, it is deeply instructive.
Peter is the type of faith, John of love or charity. Joln describes
himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved, who leaned on his breast ut
supper, and asked who should betray him. Jesus loves in his disciples
the love they have derived from him ; love gives conjunction with him,
which is lying on his bosom, and love draws forth from the lips of
divine wisdom the revelation of what it is that betrays the truth into
the hands of its enemies. Peter is the type of faith. Peter and John

Crap. XXL.| ST. JOIIN. 519

are here represented as both following Jesus, Pefer by command,
John spontaneously. Peter turning about, sees John following, and
addresses to the Lord expressions in which there is something of jealousy
and depreciation of his fellow disciple. Peter’s turning symbolically
describes faith averting itself from the Lord and looking back, and
divine wisdom tells us thot he that has put his hand to the plough and
looketh back is not fit for the kingdom of heaven. This turning of
Peter, and depreciating John, immediately after receiving the command
to follow the Lord, signifies that, soon after the commencement of the
church, faith would turn away from the Lord, and lightly esteem or
despise charity. It is well known that this was truly the case. Soon
the leaders of the early church began to lose their singleness of faith,
and their warmth of mutual love and charity, and began to dispute
about the truth, especially as it related to the Lord himself, turning
away from him as the One Object and Centre of their faith, and con-
temning charity in their wranglings with each other. This contains a
solemn lesson for all who consider themselves as members of the true
church. The church is a true church, and men are true members of
the church, only when they steadfastly look to and follow the Lord,
and when faith and love are united in good works.

22. To Peter's question the Lord answered, If I will that he tarry
till I come, what is that to thee ? jfollow thow me. This answer is not
the least singular part of this singular circumstance. No satisfactory
explanation can be given. of it but that which is supplied by the
internal sense. The second coming of the Loxd is the event of which
our Lord speaks. All commentators admit this: and to verify the
Lord’s words, they assert that the Lord’s coming, till which John
should live, was his coming to destroy Jerusalem. Such an assumption
is quite arbitrary. The coming of the Lord is his coming in the clouds
of heaven—his second advent, to raise up a new church in place of
that which he predicted would come to an end. The Lord’s prophetic
declaration respecting John announces, that something of love and
charity would be preserved in the church even to the time of the
Lord’s coming ; that, notwithstanding the prevalence and progress of
error and corruption, notwithstanding that faith itself would turn away
from the Lord, and would be bound and even put to death, yet sonie-
thing of charity should survive even .to the time of the Lord’s second
coming. The Lord teaches elsewhere that this would be the case.
ITe says, “ When the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the
earth 9 implying that there would be none. But he does not speak of
the utter extinction of love and charity : respecting this he says,
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« Because iniquity shall abound the love of many shall wax cold;”
but though cold with many, it was provided that it should be pre-
served with a few, since, without some remains of charity, a new
church could not have been commenced. There is still another truth
contained in this circumstance. The church, which the Lord then
established, was to come to its end, to be followed by another and
higher dispensation. Between these dispensations there was to be
the same characteristic difference as there was between Peter and
John. The first dispensation of the Christian church may be said to
have been the Petrine church. It was the church of faith. Truth
was its predominant power, faith its cardinal grace. It was necessary
that it should be so. The strong arm of truth was required to oppose
the errors of the world, and its instructive wisdom wus required to
toach the church. The second Christian dispensation may be said to
be a Johannine chureh. It is to be a dispensation of Love. And for
this reason, we may presume, John was selected to write the book of
Revelation, which relates chiefly to the second dispensation. John
was, therefore, to tarry till the Lord should come, and then become,
symbolically, the apostle of the second dispensation, as Peter had
been of the first. Besides these truths relating to the dispensations
of the general church, the circumstance contains instruction to every
individual disciple. It teaches us that, as in the church, so in the in-
dividual, truth precedes good, and faith comes before charity ; and that
those who are disciples indeed will thus receive Peter’s command and
John’s promise.

93. Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that
disciple should mot die: yet Jesus said not unto him, He shall not die;
but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee. The Lord’s
words had given rise to the opinion among the brethren that John
should live to see the coming of the Lord, while Peter should follow
him to the cross, dying, like his Master, a martyr to the truth. The
evangelist sets aside this traditional error by repeating what the Lord
had actually said of him. And what he said is certainly sufficiently
mysterious, regarded in the natural sense. Jesus did not say of John
that he should not die, yet he said what, if the disciples had known
the time of the Lord’s coming, must have seemed equivalent to it.
The tradition of the brethren was wrong as to the letter but right as
to the spirit of the Lord’s words. Yet what they came to believe
regarding John was not what the Lord had said. And as divine
language has a specific meaning, it is on this account that we are

reminded of the very words which Jesus uttered. The word used

Cuapr. XX1.] ST. JOHN. 521

to express John's tarrying has also the sense of abiding, dwelling, and,
as a noun, means a dwelling, a mansion. So in this gospel (i. 38.)
we read that two of John’s disciples said unto Jesus where dwellest
thou?” And when invited to come and see, “they came and saw
?vhere he dwelt, and abode with him that day.” Our Lord prowmises,
‘.If a man love me he will keep my words ; and my Father will love
hu.n ; and we will come unto him and make our abode with him”
(?(1v. 23). And to those who are striving earnestly after the heavenly
life, however unequal their success may be, he gives the happy assur-
ance, “In my Father’s house are many mansions” (v. 2). The
Lord’s mysterious words respecting John, that he willed that the
beloved disciple should tarry till he came, contain the promise that
although faith should fail charity would endure unto the end ; however
desolate the church might become, charity would find some habitation
for her.self, as a refuge in times of trouble. Dwelling or abiding is
expressive also of a persistent state of good in the will ; and this is just
the state which is here described. However much the church may be
desolai@d by reasonings and perversions of the truth, there is always
something of good preserved in the minds of the simple, on which the
truth may be grafted, when the Lord comes to give new light to guide
theA feet of charity into the ways of peace.

Here John’s record of the Lord’s sayings and doings ends, and it is a
C(.)nc!usion full of hope and comfort. It isan ending that looks to a be-
ginning, that reveals the means by which the church of his first advent
is so far preserved as to be able to pass over into the church of his second
advent. It is charity that bridges over the chasm, that forms the wa,
.by which the Lord passes from the Old into the New. Those who :u‘)er
in the good of charity are the remnant that is saved, the elect who are
ga'mthered together from the four winds, to form the nucleus of the new
dispensation, for these accept the Lord at his coming ; these are they
of whom it is written, “To them that look for him shall he appear the
second time without sin unto salvation.”

24. This is the disciple which testifieth of these things, and wrote
these things; and we know that his testtmony s true. ’John’s de-
claration, that he whom Jesus loved, and who leaned on his breast at
supper, is the disciple which testifieth these things, is a declaration
that the history of the Lord’s life, as written by him who was the
type 'of love, is such as to present the Lord’s character and mini-
stry in an aspect that is best adapted to produce and strengthen
the. grace of love in the hearts of believers. This gives a pe-
culiar and exalted character to the gospel of John as a revelation to
all men. But this fact has a peculiar application to ourselves. To
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be effectual for our salvation, the gospel of Jesus Christ must not only
be written for us but within us. And this gospel of John—this
gospel of love, is never the gospel in us till love has testificd its truth
in our understandings and written it in our hearts. It is then we
know his testimony is true—the very truth as it is in Jesus. Love
is the highest evidence of truth. We believe it to be true when the under-
standing acknowledges it, but we know it to be true when the heart
approves it. Although the intellect is the faculty by which we reason
out propositions and arrive at conclusions, yet the understanding itself
is influenced by the will, in which the yea, yea, and the nay, nay, reside ;
and there is an affirmative and a negative tendency imparted by it to all
our intellectual operations. This is the case especially in moral and
religious questions, whose ultimate appeal is to our aflections and our
conduct. It is not till the understanding and the will unite their con-
sent to the truth that we know it to be the truth. This is the reason
that the apostle says, ¢ and we know that his testimony is true.”

25, Having stated that this is the disciple which testificth these
things, and wrote these things, John proceeds to say, And there are
also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be
written ‘every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contuin
the books that should be written. This is considered a mere figure of
speech to express the great amount of the Lord’s unwritten life. No
doubt many things were said and done by the Lord, even during his
public ministry, besides those which the evangelists have recorded.
And it is one of the deep things hid in the treasury of divine wis-
dom, that so much that was uttered and done by the Incarnate Word
should have passed unrecorded in the written Word, which is the fulness
of revelation, and the verbal form of the Word made flesh. Nothing,
however, which the Lord said or did was lost. Every word he spake,
every work he performed, was written in heaven and inscribed in his
own humanity ; for it became a part of his redemption and glorification,
and was thus permanently fixed in those eternal realities which the Word
makes known. The glorified Word has thus written in it the results
of the Lord’s great work on earth; and from the Word glorified, now
far ahove all heavens, and which all worlds, and even the heaven of
heavens cannot contain, the divine influence descends, both immediately
and through the Word revealed, into the church in heaven, and thence
into the church on earth, to unite them into one, and make that one the
increasingly perfect image of the Lord’s Divine Humanity.

Amen is the response of the church, and should be that of every
human heart, to the great and consolatory truths which the beloved
apostle was the chosen instrument of revealing to mankind.
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