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motive of mere obedience, because he sees that his own welfare
cannot be otherwise secured. And this motive cven, low as it is,
is accepted in such states by the Lord; for it is, in fact, the highest
motive from which man is able to act in the commencement of his
regeneration ; and even when his regencration is completed, there
will always remain a principle in his constitution, though it will
no longer be the highest or governing omne, which finds in this
motive its proper incentive to action. But the purification of this
degree of the mind and life, the result of a previous opening
and purification of higher prineciples, is represented by the whole of
this history of Jephthah.

Jephthah is first described as a mighty man of valour, to denote a
principle of truth in the external man that is powerful in reasoning
in behalf of spiritual things, and strong in overthrowing opposing
false persuasions : but he is said to be the son of a hailot, to de-
note that this does not originate in a pure affection, and is
not the product of a legitimate conjunction of gooduess and
truth within. Forin the beginning of his regencration man makes
himself acquainted with truths, and feels a delight in reasoning
from and for them, under the influence, in a great degree, of
merely natural affections, such as curiosity, the mere love of know-
ledge, without a supreme regard to use, and not from the genuine
affection from which truth ought to be felt as delightful, which is,
a love of the good to which it leads. Whilc heis in this state, he is
not a real member of the church, nor intitled to any inheritance
therein ; which is denoted by his brethren denying Jephthah a por-
tion in his father’s house. While in this state also he is in reality
a spiritual robber ; because he does not, in his heart, whatcver he
may do from doctrine, ascribe all his attainments to the Lord, but
regards them as the proper acquisitions of his own understanding :
so that he is in reality much under the influence of sclf-intel-
ligence. Nevertheless, it appears that even so imperfeet a princi-
ple as this, is capable of successfully resisting that principle of
falsity grounded in evil, of which the children of Ammon arc
represensative in the Holy Word : and the children of Ammon
were the descendants of the brother of Moab, and therefore, de-
note a false principle, or a species of falsified truth, answering to the
species of evil, or of adulterated good, of which the Moabitcs are
the types. And as the Ammonites were descended from an illegi-
timate conuexion of the most profane description, it seems that
Jephthah, as the offspring of a disorderly connexion of a milder
nature, and such as was tolerated by the laws of Moses, was, on
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that very account, and because of the representation thence result-

ing, the proper person to deliver the Israelites from their slavel_'y t'o

the children of Ammon. It is evident that he represents a princi-

ple of truth in the external man, not orderly in itself, but capable

of being restored to order, and becoming a real principle of the

church. This appears to be represented by Jephthah’s remonstrat-

ing with the heads of his tribe, on their not having admitted him

to an inheritance in his father’s house together with his legiti-

mately descended brethren, and stipulating that, if he succeed'ed
in delivering his and their country, they should acknowledge thn
as their captain. IHis two embassies to the king of Ammon, in
which he demonstrated the injustice of his invasion, and peaceably
required the restitution of the country, evidently describe t.he
manner in which truth clearly and calmly demonstrates the justice
of its claims ; and the zcal with which, on receiving a refusal to
listen to such claims on the part of the king of Ammon, he col-
lected the forces of the country and hastened to the combat, under
an influence which, it is said, he experienced because the spirit of
the Lord came upon him, expresses the way in which truth
grounded in goodness is prepared, by an inflowing of power from
above, to repel the assaults of falsity grounded in evil. That
Jephthaly, in his present course, represents a principle of truth
grounded in goodness, is evident from the justice of the cause for
which he was acting. But in order that the result may be suc-
cessful, the state must be purified, and all that is disorderly be re-
moved. We have noticed that Jephthah represents a principle of
truth in the external man in which there is much of self. This
must be totally done away ; and its entire removal, and the devo-
tion of all that the man has, apparently of his own, to the Lord, is,
as we have seen in our last discourse, what is signified by Jephthalh’s
vow, and by the victim of it, whether personally sacrificed or not,
being his own daughter.

Froni this slight sketch of the general purport of the whole
history viewed in its spiritual sense, we see that mo degrce .of
the knowledge of divine truth, and no power of reasoning in
favour of divine things, or of refuting the principles and arguments
of evil and falsity, can give any one a title to an inheritance in the
Lord’s church and kingdom, so long as his love and knowledge of
truth are connected with, and grounded in, anything that savours
of self and self-seeking,—so long as the affections from which such
attainments are cultivated, is of a spurious nature, and is not con-
nected with a love for the good to which all genuine truth is
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designed to lead. Nevertheless, the power of reasoning against,
and demonstrating the fallacy of, the principles and arguments by
which evil and falsity defend themsclves, and by which they some-
times appear to prevail against truth and goodness, is a most valu-
able thing, and, when properly exercised, of great importance in
the spiritual warfare. But it will not be cenducive to our own

establishment in the Lord’s Church, nor bring us to a station in -

his heavenly kingdom, till we are brought to ascribe all the merit
of it to the Lord, and to make a full surrender to him of cvery
good or excellence which we deemed most particularly onr own.

But when we are enabled to resolve that whatever concth out of

our house shall be the Lord’s, and to carry the determination into
effect, even though we find it involves a sacrifice immensely more
painful than what we at first contemplated, the work will he ac-
complished, and we shall be secure of a station of bliss and honour
in the Lord’s kingdom for ever.

END.
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