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b~ mentioned: one is, that as the first judge was Othniel, of the
tribe of Judah, so the second was Ehud, of the tribe of Benjamin:
the reason of which 110 doubt is, because Benjamin is the external
of the same general principle that has Judah for its internal : which
also is the reason, when an entirely different state was represented
under the kings, the order of which was to begin from the external
and thence proceed to the internal, Saul, the first kina was of the.b ~ b'
tri e of Benjamin, and David, the second, of the tribe of Judah:
and" from the same cause it was that when the twelve tribes were
split into two kingdoms, Benjamin alone, of them all remained
with the tribe of Judah. Another coincidence is observable in the
facts, that Jephthah was the next distinguished judge that came
after Gideon, and that Gideon was of that part of the tribe of
Manasseh that had their inheritance within Jordan, and Jephthah
was of the other half of the tribe of Manasseh that had their lot
b~yond Jordan: for it is said that Jephthah was a Gileadite, and
GIlead was a country beyond Jordan which fell to the inheritance
of one of the half- tribes of Manasseh. From this circumstance it
is evident, that J ephthah must denote the external of the same
general principle, as that of which Gideon is the internal. 'I'his
fact, that he represents a principle that belongs entirely to the
external man, will account for the want of legitimacy which is
recorded of his birth, and for the disorder and violence by which,
in the early part of his life, he seems to have been distinguished.

We read at the end of the preceding chapter, " Then the children
of Ammon were gathered together and encamped in Gilead. And
the children of"Israel assembled themselves together and encamped
in Mizpeh. And the people and princes of Gilead said one to an­
other, What man is he that will begin to fight against the children
of Ammon? he shall be head over all the inhabitants of Gilead."
Then begins the chapter of our text, taking up the history:
"'Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour; and
he was the son of a harlot: and Gilead begat J ephthah. And
Gilead's wife hare him sons; and his wife's sons grew up, and they
thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt not inherit ill
our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman. Then
Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the Land of Tob:
and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with
him :"-that is, he became the captain of a band of roving free­
booters, such as abound in that part of the world to this day. In'
this capacity he acquired such a reputation for military skill and
courage, that the history proceeds to say, " And it came to pass in
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process of time, that the children of Ammon made war against
Israel. And it was so, that when the children of Ammon made
war against Israel, the elders of Gilead went to fetch J ephthah out
of the land of Tob: and they said unto J ephthah, Come, and be
our captain, that we may fight with the children "of Ammon."
J ephthah, after remonstrating with them on their former expulsion
of him from his father's house, consented to their request, on con­
dition that, in case of success, he should be their captain and head;
a solemn convenant to which effect was made before the Lord at
Mizpeh. J ephthah then sent messengers to the king of the Am­
monites, remonstrating with him on his unjust invasion, and de­
siring him to depart peaceably; and receives for answer a message
from the king claiming a right to the country. To this Jephthah
replies by a second embassy, shewing at length the injustice of the
claim; but without any effect. "Then," it is said, "the spirit of
the Lord came upon J ephthah, and he passed over Gilead and
Manasseh,. and passed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh
of Gilead he passed over unto the children of Ammon." Then he
made the vow recorded in our text, attacked and defeated the Am­
monites, and the other transactions took. place which we noticed in
our former discourses.

In all this history we find a remarkable contrast between the
mode of proceeding to effect the expulsion of the Ammonites, and
that which was observed to produce the defeat of the Midianites
by Gideon; strongly exhibiting the difference in purity and in
divine dependance, between goodness and truth of an interior kind,
and such as are of an exterior kind. III the case of Gideon, the
utmost caution was observed lest any thing of man should mix
itself with the divine operations; in this of J ephthah,. the whole
seems to have been contrived almost by unassisted human pru­
dence; except that the success appears to have been a consequence
of the divine favour procured by Jephthah's vow. And his vow
too was a conditional one, stipulating advantages for himself, or
success in his enterprise, like that of Jacob when he said, "If God
will be with me, and will keep me in this ,vay that I go, and will
give me bread to eat and raiment to put on, so that I come again
to my father's house in peace; then shall the Lord be my God :"
for such is interiorly the nature of all the worship of the merely
natural man: he is content to serve the Lord, provided he is well
rewarded for it j and he considers the happiness of heaven itself

. when he elevates his mind so high, merely in the light of a reward,
whence he does good not from the pure love of it, but from a



that very account, and because of the representation thence result­
ing, the proper person to deliver the Israelites from their slavery to
the children of Ammon. .It is evident that he represents a princi­
ple of truth in the external man, not orderly in itself, but capable
of being restored to order, and becoming a real principle of the
church. 'I'his appears to be represented by J ephthah's remonstrat­
ing with the heads of his tribe, on their not having admitted him
to an inheritance in his father's house together with his legiti­
mately descended brethren, and stipulating that, if he succeeded
in delivering his and their country, they should acknowledge him
as their captain. His t\VO embassies to the king of Ammon, in
which he demonstrated the injustice of his invasion, and peaceably
required the restitution of the country, evidently describe the
manner in which truth clearly and calmly demonstrates the justice
of its claims j and the zeal with \Vhich, on receiving a refusal to
listen to such claims 011 the part of the king of Amnion, ·he col­
lected the forces of the country and hastened to the combat, under
an influence which, it is said, he experienced because the spirit of
the Lord carne upon him, expresses the way in which truth
grounded in goodness is prepared, by an inflowing of po\ver from
above, to repel the assaults of falsity grounded in evil. That
J ephthah, in his present course, represents a principle of truth
grounded in goodness, is evident from the justice of the cause for
which he was acting. But in order that the result may be suc­
cessful, the state must be purified, and all that is disorderly be re­
moved. vVe have noticed that J ephthah represents a principle of
truth in the external man in which there is much of self. 'I'his
must be totally done a,vay; and its entire removal, and the eleva­
tion of all that the man has, apparently of his own, to the Lord, is,
as we have seen in our last discourse, 'what is signified by Jephthah's
vow, and by the victim of it, whether personally sacrificed or not,
being his own daughter.

From this slight sketch of the general purport of the whole
history viewed. in its spiritual sense, we see that 110 degree of
the knowledge of divine truth, and no power of reasoning in
favour 01 divine things, or of refuting the principles and. arguments
of evil and falsity, can give anyone a title to an inheritance in the
Lord's church and kingdom, so long as his love and knowledge of
truth are connected with, and grounded in, anything that savours
of self and self-seeking,-so long as the affections from which such
attainments are cultivated, is of a spurious nature, and is not con­
nected with a love for the good to which all gen nine truth is
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motive of mere obedience, because he sees that his own welfare
cannot be otherwise secured. And this motive even, low as it is,
is accepted in such states by the Lord; for it is, in fact, the highest
motive from which man is able to act in the commencement of his
regeneration; and even when his regeneration is COlll plctcrl, there
will always remain a principle in his constitution, though it will
no longer be the highest or governing oue, which finds in this
motive its proper incentive to action. But the purification of this
degree of the mind and life, the result of a previous opening
and purification of higher principles, is represented bv the whole of
this history of J ephthah. .'

J'ephthah is first described as a mighty man of valour, to denote a
~rinciple of tru~~ in the external man that is powerful in reasoning
In behalf of spiritual things, and strong in overthrowina opposingf
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a se persuaSIons: but he is said to be the son of a harlot, to de-
note that this does not originate in a pure affection, and is
not the product of a legitimate conjunction of goodness and
truth within. For in the beginning of his regeneration man makes
himself acquainted with truths, and feels a delight ill reasoning
from and for them, under the influence, in a great degree, of
merely natural affections, such as curiosity, the mere love of know­
ledge, without a suprerue regard to use, and not from the aeuuine
affection from which truth ought to be felt as delightful, which is,
a love of the good to which it leads. While he is III this state, he is
not a real member of the church, nor intitlcd to anv inheritance
therein; which is denoted by his brethren denying J cphthah a por­
tion. i~ his father's house, While in this state also he is in reality
a spiritual robber; because he does not, in his heart, whatever he
may do from doctrine, ascribe all his attainments to the Lord, but
regards them as the proper acquisitions of his own understanding:
so that he is in reality much under the influence of self-intel­
ligence. Nevertheless, it appears that even so imperfect .a princi­
ple as this, is capable of successfully resisting that principle of
falsity grounded in evil, of which the children of Aiumon arc
represensative in the I-foly Word: and the children of Ammon
were the descendants of the brother of Moab, and therefore, de­
note a false principle, or a species of falsified truth, answering to the
species of evil, or of adulterated good, of which the Moabitcs are
t~e types. A~d as the Ammonites were descended from an illegi­
timate conuexion of the most profane description, itseC1TIS that
Jephthah, as the. offspring of a disorderly conncxion of a milder
nature, and such as was tolerated by the laws of Moses was onJ J
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designed to lead. Nevertheless, the power of reasoning against,
and demonstrating the fallacy of, the principles and arguments by
which evil and falsity defend themselves, aud by 'which they some..
times appear to prevail against truth and goodness, is a most val u­
able thing, and, when properly exercised, of great im portance in
the spiritual warfare. But it will not he conducive to our own
establishment in the Lord's Church, nor bri llg us to a station in ­
his heavenly kingdom, till we are brought to ascribe all the merit
of it to the Lord, and to make a full surrender to him of every
good or excellence which we deemed most particularly our own.
But when we are enabled to resolve that whatever cometh out of
our house shall be the Lord's, and to carry the determination into
effect, even though we find it involves a sacrifice immensely more
painful than what we at first contemplated, the work ,viIi be ac­
complished, and we shall be secure of a station of bliss and honour
in the Lord's kingdom for ever.

END.
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