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pass away until all these things be fulfilled." The old
Jewish spirit of mere obedience to the letter of the law
and the idea of human authority in the Church, remains
until the new generation begins, the generation of a
new spirit and a new life.

The kings of Persia represent, as before, the domin­
ion of false principles in the mind, while Grecia denotes
those who are in Gentile states and have some remain­
ing good in them. The fourth king is said to be richer
than all- which denotes an increase of false ideas
which finally become united with evil, then a " mighty
king shall stand up." But "his kingdom shall be
broken" and" divided towards the four winds of heav­
en. (Verses 2-4.) As the influence of Christianity
prevailed the old dominion passed away, and the Jewish
Church ceased to be a ruling power in the world. Thus
it may be seen that although the Jewish Church came
to an end as a Divine institution when the Christian
Church began and the Lord executed His judgment
upon the former church, yet its influence in the world
lasted for some time afterwards. Even now, at the
Lord's Second Coming, the Jewish spirit still lingers in
the humun mind, although the Jewish Church itself has
long ago ceased to fulfil the purpose of its original
institution.

Now, however, a new state of things is spoken of.
"And the king of the south shall be strong and one
of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and
have dominion; his dominion shall be a great domin­
ion." (Verse 5.) By the "king of the south" is meant
the rule or government of genuine faith in the Lord,

springing from charity or love, which begins to prevail
when a new church arises. As to the signification of
the four quarters, north, south, east, and west, see
"Heaven and Hell" 141-153, and" Divine Love and
Wisdom" I 19~128.

There are two principles of the Church that ought to
be united, namely, faith and charity. All the divisions
and troubles that have existed in the world, in Church
or State, have had their origin in a separation of faith
from charity; or by placing faith before charity. Faith
separate from charity has already been treated of in
this book under the figure of the he-goat. (Chap. viii.)
Gradually the Christian Church departed from a true
and living faith in the Lord which was united with
charity, and degenerated into a church of creeds and
forms. The" king of the north" represents the prin­
ciple of faith when it begins to be regarded as the es­
sential principle of the Church. For some time, how­
ever, there was no antagonism created between these
two principles. Faith was still in some degree united
with charity. It is written:

And at the end of years they shall join themselves together;
for the daughter of the king of the south shall come to the king
of the north to make an agreement: but she shall not retain the
strength of her arm; neither shall he stand nor his arm; but
she shall be given up and they that brought her, and he that
begat her, and he that strengthened her in those times.
(Ver. 6.)

Here the" daughter of the king of the south" denotes
the affection of truth remaining in the Church which
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seeks to be united with faith in the Lord. This affec­
tion, however, is now spoken of as degenerated; that
is, it denotes the affection of truth which seeks to be
joined to the idea that salvation is effected by a belief
in the Lord without the works of charity. " At the end
of years" refers to that state of the Christian Church
when charity fell away or degenerated and the members
of the Church fell into the idea of faith alone and em-

. braced it in preference to the original doctrine taught
by the Lord that charity is the essential principle. Al­
though there were a few who still clung to this primitive
doctrine of Christianity, yet they had little power and
were obliged to give up or yield to the hard teaching

that faith alone is saving.
From verse seven to twelve, we are instructed as to

the uprising again of those who, in subsequent genera­
tions, still tried to resist and overcome the falsity of
salvation by faith alone. Charity was never in fact
finally extinguished; John tarried until the Lord came.
All along in different parts of the Christian world, as
history shows, there was a remaining love of good, which
could not yield to the prevalent idea that man had no
other duty than to profess a belief in Christ as an in­
tercessor with the Father and to observe the external
rites of the Church. But there were many forms of
solifidianism which became so hard and strong as to re­
sist all the gentle teachings of the Saviour of men.
These two ideas could not exist together; they were
antagonistic to each other and they not only produced
a strife of tongues, but physical warfare and bloodshed.
It was in vain that the faithful gathered their army, or

that they brought the truths of the Word to overcome
the false teachings of man. Reading again in the
prophecy (verse 13) we learn that the "king of the
north shall return and shall set forth a multitude greater
than the former, and he shall come on at the end of the
times euen ofyears with a great army and with much
substance." From this verse to the sixteenth we have
a description of how the doctrine of faith alone as sav­
ing, prevails over its opposite and brings all into sub­
mission to it. In the seventeenth verse we read:

And he shall set his face to come with the strength of his
whole kingdom, and upright ones with him; and he shall do
his pleasure and he shall give him the daughter of women to
corrupt her; but she shallnot stand, neither be for him.

From this verse to the twenty-third inclusive, the
prophecy treats of the changes which took place in the
dogmatic theology of Protestant Christendom. The
idea was introduced into the Church's teaching that
charity was indeed an important principle, but that it
was derived from faith - it was not the first born. Thus
the true order of spiritual development was reversed­
the form was put before the essence. Faith does not
produce charity. It precedes it in point of time; but
only when it is united with charity are there any good
fruits - thus we see how the "daughter of women" is
corrupted, according to the prophecy of this book.

We are taught that those passages of the Word by
which it may be confirmed that charity is the essential
principle were wrongly explained, and thus the faith
which is derived from charity was destroyed, and a de-
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ceitful appearance of a heavenly union took the place
of the true marriage of faith and love. (Verses 24-20 ;
see Summary Exposition.) These continual combats
between true and false ideas in the mind are little
thought of at this day, but ecclesiastical history con­
firms these explanations of the Word of prophecy.
And we further see that this apparent union between
charity and faith could not last; faith alone still pre­
vailed; the "king of the north returned to the land
with great substance," and every vestige of the primi­
tive idea was destroyed. (Verses 29-3 I.)

There were however a few, even after this false
dogma triumphed, who still opposed the teaching of
the existing church and would have revived the true
doctrine, but they were overpowered by numbers and
wealth. (Verses 32-35.) These verses seem to refer
particularly to those who still read the Word and un­
derstood its meaning, and who secretly maintained pri­
vate worship and kept copies of the Word hidden from
their oppressors. But at length "faith alone prevailed,
a religion which destroys all fear of God and the whole
Church." (Verses 36, 37.) It is very clear that this
ruling dogma, which was so strongly contended for in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries of the Christian
era, hardened men's hearts to such a degree that they
began to regard their own power in maintaining and
enforcing it as something greater than the doctrine it­
self, or than any doctrine; so they worshipped them­
selves and honored themselves instead of honoring and
worshipping the Lord. This is the" strange god" that

is spoken of in verses 38, 39·
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Thus it was that genuine faith in the Lord derived
from a love for heavenly things was wholly subjugated
at the end of the Church. (Verses 40, 41.) But there
were some who escaped this destructive influence.
Those who were in simple good and had little care
about doctrines or knowledge concerning them, but
who observed the external forms of worship, are signi­
fied by " Edom and Moab and the chief of the children
of Ammon." These escaped from the hand of the
king of the north. (See A. C. 3322.) There was no
part of the Church nor any degree of the human mind
that was not affected by this blighting influence. Even
those who would know the laws of natural science and
investigate the mysteries of nature became mere rea­
soners and lost the power of rational thinking on spir­
itual subjects or natural phenomena. (Verses 4 2 , 43.)
This was a state of bondage to the Church which must
be broken. The concluding verses are:

But tidings out of the East and out of the North shall trouble
him: therefore he shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and
utterly to make away many. And he shall plant the tents of
his palace between the sea and the glorious holy mountain;
yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him.

In the last state of the Church its false devotees
foresee the coming judgment and endeavor to establish
their doctrines in the minds of those who can see noth­
ing beyond the sensual appearances of truth in the
natural world. The last judgment was executed in
the world of spirits, and it was in that world that the
SoJifidians built up imaginary heavens in high places.
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which were a "holy mountain" to them, but on either
side were the false imaginations and conceits derived
from merely sensual thought. These are denoted by

the seas in verse 4 5·
These habitations in the world of spirits of those who

were in faith alone, were cast down and scattered at
the last judgment, which is described by Swedenborg.
(See the work entitled Continuation of the Last Judg­
ment, sect. 14-3 I.) Thus the prophecy was fulfilled:
" He shall come to his end, and none shall help him."

CHAPTER XII.

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people: and there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was
a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy
people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found

2 written in the book. And many of them that sleep in the
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and

3 some to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that
be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever

4 and ever. But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal
the book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to
and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.

5 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there stood other two,
the one on the brink of the river on this side, and the other

6 on the brink of the river on that side. And one said to the
man clothed in linen, which was above the waters of the
river, How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?

7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was above the
waters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his
left hand unto heaven, and sware by him that liveth for ever
that it shall be for a time, times, and an half;' and when
they have made an end of breaking in pieces the power of

8 the holy people, all these things shall be finished. And I
heard, but I understood not: then said I, 0 my lord, what

9 shall be the issue of these things? And he said, Go thy
way, Daniel: for the words are shut up and sealed till the

10 time of the end. Many shall purify themselves, and make
themselves white, and be refined j but the wicked shall do
wickedly j and none of the wicked shall understand: but

I I they that be wise shall understand. And from the time that
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the continual burnt offeril1g shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a

12 thousand two hundred and ninety days. Blessed is he that
waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five

13 and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be: for
thou shalt rest, and shalt stand in thy lot, at the end of the
days.

COMMENTARY.

The words, "And at that time," serve to show the
immediate connection between this first verse and verse
forty-five of the preceding chapter. The" king of the
south" has triumphed over the" king of the north,"
and the glorious reign of peace has begun.

"Michael, the prince," as already explained, stands
for a heavenly society, and those who are in the acknowl­
edgment of the Lord in His Divine Humanity. Figura­
tively speaking, it is always" Michael, the prince" who
stands up for the Lord's people, that is, the inward ac­
knowledgment of the Divine Human in the Lord sus­
tains and supports the man of the church in all times
of trouble. Daniel himself was sustained by the pres­
ence of angels, as the Lord was in His temptation.
And in every spiritual conflict through which the Church

THE E!'\D OF P]{OPHECY.

THIS final chapter of the Book of Daniel may be said
to contain the end of prophecy; it tells of the end of the
old and the beginning of the new - a state when there
is a passing away of old things, and, in consequence,
fear and uncertainty, and the coming in of a new dis­
pensation when there is joy that the light has come.

And at that time shall Michael stand up, the great prince
which standeth for the children of thy people; and there shall
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation
even to that same time; and at that time thy people shall be
delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book.
(Ver. 1.)
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has passed, it is the power of the Divine Truth as it IS

manifested in humanity that saves the world. There is
always a "time of trouble" at the end or consumma­
tion of a church, "men's hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking after those things which are coming on
the earth." (LUKE xxi. 6.)

In regard to the spiritual fulfilment of the prophecies
of Daniel. since the Lord's first coming, we have indi­
cated in our explanation of previous chapters that this
fulfilment has already begun. The last judgment spoken
of in the twenty-fifth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew,
and in the symbolic language of the Apocalypse, has been
effected in the world of spirits into which man enters
after death. The first Christian Church was fully con­
summated at the time of that judgment. Before, dur­
ing, and after that judgment, the Lord began to make
His second advent through a revelation to men on earth
of the spiritual meaning of the Word, and after the
lapse of time a New Church began to be formed and
established, in which the Lord alone was worshipped
in His Divine Humanity. This new revelation, made
through the instrumentality of a man, is received at this
day by only a few. It cannot be proved to be true by
any external evidence. The" signs" that are spoken
of in the twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew - the dark­
ening of the sun, the turning of the moon into blood,
and the falling of the stars - are to be interpreted ac­
cording to the language of correspondences and not nat­
urally or literally. We do not expect to see the Lord
coming in the natural clouds, but we know that He has
already begun to manifest Himself in the spiritual mean-
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ing of His own Divine Word, the letter of which is as
a cloud that veils the inner glory; and we know also
that a time of desolation has come upon the church.
The Word of the Lord is being more and more rejected
by many, at the same time that a few are receiving the
light of its heavenly meaning as unfolded in the doc­
trines of the New Church.

In the language of Daniel, "there shall be a time of
trouble, such as never was since there was a nation even
to that same time." This is like the language of MATT.

XXIV:

For there shall be great tribulation, such as was not from the
beginning of the world to this time, nor ever shall be.

These passages refer, more particularly, to the time
of the Last Judgment, which took place in the middle
of the last century. But the effects of that judgment
are still seen; the "old" is still passing away. The
conflict of faith has not yet ended on earth, because the
old ideas of religion and dogmas of faith still linger in
the minds of many, while, on the other hand, the light
is dawning upon the minds of others.

"And at that time," it is said, "thy people shall be
delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the
book." By the book here is meant man's book of life.

In REV. iii. 5, we read:

He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white rai­
ment ; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life,
but I will confess his name before my Father and before his
angels.

To be written in the" Lamb's book of life" is to have
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the truths of heaven inscribed upon the heart. Man
comes into a heavenly state of life when the truth in­
scribed Upolf the book of memory is confirmed by acts
of repentance, and by heartfelt obedience to the Divine
law, and is thus brought into life.

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and ever­
lasting contempt. (Ver. 2.)

This passage has been used as a proof of the resur­
rection of the natural bodyat the time of the Last Judg­
ment, and of a belief in a resurrection having existed
among the Babylonians or in the time of Daniel. The
latter is probably true. It is stated by good authori­
ties:

The belief of the Babylonians and Assyrians in the existence
and immortality of the sOIlI, in resurrection, in a future life, in
heaven and hell is no longer disputed. The tablets found in
Babylonia show this.

But this belief in a resurrection must have been very'
different from the true idea of the resurrection of man
in a spiritual form at the time of the death of the mate­
rial body which is now made known to us. Those old
nations had natural ideas of spiritual realities. The lat­
ter bad faded out, but the former remained. And these
natural ideas served as types or images of the spiritual
or heavenly. " To sleep in the dust of the earth" is a
figurative expression to denote a low, natural, and sen­
sual state of life, from which man is awakened by the
voice of truth speaking to his inner consciousness, and
not by the sound of a trumpet in the air.

THE I':]\'D OF PROPHECY

Mankind is now awakening in part from this state of
sleep. "Many," it is said, not all, "shall awake." This
spiritual awakening is similar to that of a man who
awakens from the sleep of death and comes into conscious
life in the other world. Not all awake to righteousness,
but some to "everlasting shame and contempt." And so

in regard to verse three:

And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness, as the

stars forever and ever.

Those who have been obedient to the truth and have
acquired wisdom from the Lord come into heavenly soci­
eties after death, and shine as the "brightness of the
firmament," and those who teach others and lead them
to good, shine" as the stars forever and ever." The
coming of the Lord on earth was made. known by the

shining of the Star in the East.

But thou, 0 Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book
even to the time of the end j many shall run to and fro and
knowledge shall be increased. (Ver. 4·)

The words of prophecy, especially of this book and
of the Book of Revelation called the Apocalypse, have
been shut up or concealed from the understanding of
men in the first Christian Church; that is, their true,
spiritual meaning was not made known or revealed be­
fore the Lord's second coming, because the world was
not prepared to receive it until the church was fully con­
summated, until the old things had somewhat passed
away, and until a separation had been made between the
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wheat and the chaff and the sheep and the goats. And
'even now, after the lapse of more than a century from
the time of the Last Judgment, there are many who are
kept in states of ignorance as to the spiritual meaning
of the Word and the future state of life, lest they should
profane what is holy. But on the other hand many are
seeking the light and are filled with an eager desire to
acquire new truths about the Lord and salvation. This
eager seeking after knowledge, this "panting" for the
"brooks of water" is denoted by the words, "many shall
run to and fro and knowledge shall be increased." On
the one hand there is obscurity and perplexity, a rejec­
tion of the old creeds and an unwillingness to believe
that the Sacred Scriptures are a Divine revelation; while,
on the other hand, there is a constant approach to the
true idea of the Lord as the God- of heaven and earth,
and an opening of the human mind for the reception of
the light of the spiritual meaning of the Word of the
Lord. The Lord hides the truth and seals up the book
only that it may, in due time, when there is a full prep­
aration, be revealed unto the innocent in heart, who are
called" babes" in the Gospel.

Then I, Daniel, looked and, behold, there stood other two,
the one on this side of the brink of the river, and the other on
that side of the brink of the river. And one said to the man
clothed in linen, which was above the waters of the river, How
long shall it be to the end of these wonders? And I heard the
man clothed in linen, which was above the waters of the river,
when he held up his right hand and his left hand unto heaven,
and sware by Him that liveth forever, that it shall be for a time,
times and a half: and when they have made an end of break-

ing in pieces the power of the holy people, all these things
shall be finished. (Ver, 5-7.)

Here we have a renewal of the vision mentioned in
chapter ten. A certain man, clothed in linen, appears
to Daniel by the bank of the River Hiddekel. These
thinsrs are said with reference to the consummation of

b

the church. The one who inquires of the man clothed
in linen, represents those who seek to know from the
Lord the state of the church. There are two classes of
men spoken of as existing in the ch urch at its consum­
mation. These are represented by the one standing on
this side of the brink of the, river, and by the other
standing on that side of the brink of the river.

The river denotes the stream of Divine Truth which
proceeds from the Lord, and thus the Word itself. The
man clothed in linen is seen standing upon the waters.
Those who approach the Word with the desire of know­
ing the truth that they may bring it into life receive
the light, while those who seek it solely for the sake of
themselves, that they may have honor or gain, dwell
only on the natural side of truth and do not understand
the spiritual meaning of the signs and wonders that are
spoken of in the Word concerning the church and its
consummation. The spiritual meaning of this book of
Daniel, with its wonderful visions, would have remained
sealed up unless the Lord had revealed it. The same
may be said of the Apocalypse from beginning to end.
The Word itself contains the evidence of the truth of all
prophecy. What is said to be confirmed by an oath by
the man clothed in linen, is spoken of those things which
are contained in the Word concerning the Consumrna-
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tion of the Age, or the end of the church, the Last
Judgment, and the Second Coming of the Lord. These
events are actually revealed in the Worrl, but their spir­
itual fulfilment could not be known until the spiritual
meaning of the Word was unfolded by the Lord. This
was made known to Daniel, for we read:

And I heard but I understood not; then said I, 0 my Lord,
what shall be the issue of these things, And He said, Go thy
way, Daniel; for the words are shut up and sealed till the time
of the end. (Ver. 8, 9')

In regard to the expression" time, times, and a half,"

they simply denote a fulness of state, or a full consum­
mation which must come before the Lord will make His
second advent. In the book of Revelation, the woman,
who symbolizes the church, is said to "fly into the
wilderness where she is nourished for a time, times, and
half a time from the face of the serpent." Here the
spiritual meaning is the same as that in Daniel.

In explanation of this passage in REV. xii. 14, we
read:

Tt is of the Lord's Divine Providence that the church should
at first be among a few, and should increase gradually among
many, because the falsities of the former church must first be
removed, as truths cannot before be received; for the truths
which are received and implanted before falsities are removed,
do not remain and are also dissipated by the dragonists. The
case was the same with the Christian Church. that it increased
gradually from a few to many. (A. R. 547.)

Many shall purify themselves and make themselves white and
be refined j but the wicked shall do wickedly; and none of
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the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand.

(Ver. 10.)

We may compare this with REV. xxii. I I :

He that is unjust let him be unjust still; and he that is filthy
let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous let him be
righteous still; and he that is holy let him be holy still.

At the time of the Last Judgment, and in the judg­
ment which awaits everyone after death, those who arc
in evils and have confirmed themselves in them remain
in them. It is not the Lord's pleasure that this should
be so, that is, that the wicked should remain in evil after
death, but it cannot be otherwise, since the Lord cannot

change evil into good nor destroy the freedom of the

human will.

And from the time that the continual burnt offering shall be
taken away and the abomination that maketh desolate set up,
shall be a thousand two hundred and ninety days, Blessed is
he that waiteth and cometh to the thousand three hundred and
five and thirty days. But go thou thy way till the end be, for
thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days.

(Vcr. 11-13·)

We have before shown 111 explaining these prophetic
sayings that the numbers of days, weeks, or years have
no reference to natural time but to states of the church.
The" daily burnt offering ,. refers to the representative

worship of the Jewish Church which was abolished when
the Lord came into the world. Then a new state arose.
But the" abomination of desolation" refers to the end
or consummation of the first Christian Church.

The time from the Lord's first coming to the Last
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Judgment embraced the whole period of the duration of
the first Christian Church. So long as any remains of
good were left in that church men were saved and en­
tered heaven, but for the most part those who entered
the heavenly societies from the Christian world during
that period, especially the latter part of it, were infants,
who had not, of course, profaned any truth or adulter­
ated any good.· From these the" new heaven" could
be formed. As there were many who waited for the
" consolation of Israel" at the time of the Lord's first
coming, so there were some at the end of the first
Christian Church who waited for their Lord. These
receive the glad tidings of His Second Coming. They
are called" blessed," because they cherish a firm belief
that the Lord will come, although they know not the
day of His coming. But when the spiritual meaning of
the Word is revealed to them they rejoice in the light.
The final injunction to Daniel is the Lord's injunction
to all His faithful followers; for Daniel in this verse
represents those who wait patiently and believe in the
Lord. .

" Go thy way till the end be," means that everyone
must walk in the light and live according to it until the
judgment comes. Everyone finds his place after death
either with the evil or the good, according to his life m
the world. The Psalmist declares:

The rod of the wicked shall not rest upon the lot of the
righteous; lest the righteous put forth their hand unto iniquity.
(cxxv. 3.)

This doctrine of the New Jerusalem, that man should

live according to the Lord's commandments, faithfully
doing his part in the great drama of life, is written
throughout the whole Word in history and prophecy.
Peace and blessedness come not from merely thinking
or believing, but from loving and doing.

The crowning glory of the New Church, signified by
the New Jerusalem, will be a perfected humanity, de­
veloped in order from the lowest degrees of life to the
highest - man created and recreated, renewed, regen­
erated, and disenthralled, an image and likeness of the
Glorified One who appeared to Prophets and Apostles
and, Who has called His people ant of the bondage of
Egypt and the captivity of Babylon into the light and
freedom of the Holy City.
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