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PREFACE

AFTER the publication of The T'UJO Books of Kings Explained} in
the early part of the year 1905, several very favourable notices of
that work appeared in various periodicals; and this fact, combined
with the expressed wishes of some ministers and friends, induced
the writer to attempt and carry to a completion a similar work
on the books of Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronornv. And these
were selected for the purpose, in order that the intern~l or spiritual
sense of all the books of the Pentateuch might thus be before
the public, and might show clearly the inner signification of all
the laws of Moses.

With sincere thankfulness to the Lord, therefore, Who alone can
enable anyone to perceive, explain, and apply daily to life the
hidden treasures of His Holy Word; and, at the same time, with
due acknowledgments to those friends who have so highly appreci
ated the former work, the present volumes are now placed before
the Church.

But some introductory and explanatory remarks are necessary.
The general plan of this work is as follows : the summary of the
spiritual sense of each chapter is placed first, so that the reader
may have a general idea of its contents to begin with, and may
thence proceed to the study of the particulars in each verse as
given in the connected series, which immediately follows, printed
in a parallel column with the text of the R euised Version} permission
for its use having been kindly granted by the authorities of the
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, all editorial responsibility,
however, resting with the author. The advantage of this arrange
ment is obvious, as it affords a ready means of comparing,
sentence by sentence, the internal sense of each verse with the text,
and, besides this, adequately shows how well the continuity of the
spiritual sense is sustained. And, indeed, this is not a slight advan
tage, as it is not always easy, when the mind is intent upon the
sense of a particular part, to see that well, in connection with what
goes before and with what follows. No doubt it is a spiritually
profitable and delightful thing to be able to read a long portion of
the Word itself and perceive the inner sense as we read, without
much concerning ourselves with the literal sense, or appearing to
notice it; but comparatively few have this faculty at present, and
this is another reason why the aid here supplied is valuable. And
in addition to this, the student who learns by means of this regularly
written series to apprehend the connection and continuity of the
spiritual sense, may thus be aided in following the order of that
sense while reading the text; and as he becomes more and more
familiar with the correspondences, and especially as he comes to
understand the various spiritual principles that combine to make up
the complex life of man, will he find himself enligh tened concerning
spiritual laws in relation to his own progress and regeneration.
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PREFACE Vll

Now these remarks are made to show the value of a connected
statement of the internal sense expressed in ordinary language,
and also to .indicate the way in which any work like this may be
studied with advantage. And lastly, on this point, if, as we know,
the summaries of the internal sense written by Swedenborg himself,
and the interesting general outlines thereof written by the Rev. John
Clowes, M.A., and others, have been found so valuable, much more
must a complete exposition be of use, if it is carefully expressed, in
humble reliance on the Divine aid.

But before quite leaving this subject of the continuous connected
series, one or two possible objections and difficulties connected with
it may be noticed. For it may be asked why such a plan was not
adopted in the writing of the Arcana Ccelestia ? That a continuous
series is there given is evident, but it was not connected, so as to
appear as such. The reason for this, however, is also evident. It
was because the writer had not only to give and explain the internal
sense of each verse and each sentence as he proceeded, but it was
also necessary, in his case, to give abundant demonstrations from
the Word as to the particular correspondences occurring; and this he
did by sometimes covering several· pages with illustrations of the
signification of one expression, thus providing' the means for inter
preting the Word generally as well as specifically, in Genesis and
Exodus. And, in addition, his first. great work is taken up with an
account of things concerning the other life, and with expositions of
doctrines and important spiritual principles! But the very fact that
he gives general SU1TI1TIaries shows that the full series is involved,
and can be worked out with proper care and expressed intelligently;
and it is evident that this might be done with any of the Prophets,
or with portions of the .Psalms; for the Lord has provided tha t
there should be power given to do this j for it is written: "A time is
about to come when there will be illustration" (A:C. 440 2 3 ) .

Again, it must be remembered that the connected series as given
in ordinary language in the following work, although it involves,
does not express, the full internal sense. Only the correspondential
expressions of the Word itself can do both. And hence the internal
sense, say, of any particular verse or sentence must itself be regarded
as a summary. For ordinary language is not adequate to the full
expression of Divine, celestial, and spiritual truths. But, on the
other hand, care must be taken' by no means to look upon the
connected series as merely a commentary on the inner sense, and not
a definite statement of it; for this would be a great mistake. And
in order to see this, take here an illustration from the Arcana
Ccelesiia : ".A.nd Abram went as Jehovah had spoken unto him,
signifies that the Lord, in His Human, made progression to things
Divine." Now is this a commentary on the internal sense? It is
neither a commentary nor an explanation of it; but it is only
a st atement of what the internal sense is. And it is $0 in all the
other cases where the writer makes similar statements,. and after
wards explains them, and comments upon them. Exactly so it is,
therefore, with every statement of the "contents of' each verse,"
given in a regular manner throughout the chapters of this work,
What is contained in the right-hand parallel columns all along is a
continuous, or running statement of the internal sense in its series.
And the illustration has been given in order that the reader may not
confuse the explicit statements of what the spiritual sense of a
verse is, with any explanation of them or commentary upon them
that is afterwards given. . .

The next division of this work consists of the references, with
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some notes combined. These are to the Arcana Ccelestia, with a few
exceptions, which occur in cases where the signification of certain
terms has not been found there, or where a passage from some
other book has been thought to be especially helpful. The order of
the references also requires a word of explanation. Very often they
are given separately at the end of the sentence, which states the
internal sense as deduced from the correspondences, as in Lev. i. 7-8 ;

. but in other cases it has been found more convenient to give several
references together, and indeed those relating to one whole verse
at the end of it; and then the order is, as a rule, according to the
order of the tenus in the verse; and examples of this are to be
seen in Lev. xxiii, 12-13. Again, the reader will find that the
references are not all given to demonstrate the correspondence of a
term, or to show that Swedenborg himself has given us the explana
tion of certain passages, but often the place indicated illustrates some
great spiritual principles involved in the verse under consideration.
And again, the reason why the same reference is so repeatedly named
is, not only because this is natural and easy, but because it shows
that the general signification of a term is universally applicable,
and also that the reader who consults, and wishes to develop
any particular verse, may have all the particular correspondences
before hirn.

And here it will be proper to observe that, by means of the refer
ences, and through them by means of the literal sense of the Word,
which is written entirely in correspondences, the spiritual sense as
contained in each verse, and stated in the right-hand parallel column,
is truly DOCTRINE FROM THE WORD, being legitimately deduced from
those correspondences; and is not the private opinion of the writer,
any more than is a statement of the established laws of the
material universe, legititnately deduced from the facts of that
universe by a man of science like Sir Isaac Newton, the private
opinion of that man of science.

The purpose of the notes, combined with the references, is, for
the most part, to explain some points relating to doctrine, or to
illustrate the spiritual sense; but those following the references at
the end of each chapter are intended to form a fourth division of the
work, involving a review of the subjects that have been explained,

.in order to show the application of the internal sense to the uses
of life, and in connection with man's experience in regeneration.

I have been generously assisted in the reading of the proof-sheets
by the Rev. Joseph Ashby of Southport, and he has my hearty thanks
for his very valuable help.

I-f. 11.

East Finclilev I

London, N.,
November 1911.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE

I-IAVI;-':G now completed the proofs of the .internal sense of the
book of Leviticus according to the law of correspondences as revealed
by the Lord in the Arcana Ccelestia ; and having been greatly helped
in the accomplishment of this work by perception from Him,
according to the requirement in every case of difficulty. and indeed,
in the interpretation of every sentence,-since it is well known that
all life is continually from Him, with the po\ver to perform. every
useful work, of whatever kind it may be,-it is next proposed to
proceed in the same way with the book of Numbers, and as an intro
duction, to make some general remarks on the order in which the
tribes of Israel are variously named in the Word, three distinct
examples of which occur in the first t\VO chapters. The twelve
tribes signify the universal principles of good and truth from the
Lord which make heaven and the church in man; and the various
order in which thev are named, indicates differences as to the state
of man in the reception and application of those general and universal
principles. "\\Then the order commences from love, everything
which follows thence, in genuine order, appears flaming: when,
however, the order commences from faith, then everything which
follows, in genuine order, appears lucid; but with every difference
according to the things which follow. But, if not according to
genuine order, everything appears obscure, with every difference.

o •• Hence it is that the Lord gave answers by means of the
Urim and Thumrnirn, and that, according to the state of the case,
they received answers by means of lights, and by the glittering
thereof from the precious and transparent stones on which were
inscribed the names of the twelve tribes, for, as has been stated, on
the names were inscribed the universals of love and faith which are
in the Lord's Kingdom, consequently the universals of flame and
light whereby the things that belong to love and faith are represented
in heaven," 3862.

Examples are then given of the different order of the tribes in
different parts of the Word, showing that it is according to the
subject in the internal sense, and among these the order of the
encampment of the tribes as described in Num. ii. And this order
is particularly sta ted to be heavenly order, and the" camp of God"
is said to signify heaven in another place, 4236.

Hence, then, we are sure that the general internal sense of this
particular chapter is descriptive of heaven and the heavenly life; and
we Iuay be equally certain from this that the t\VO orders in chap. i.
describe man's state in preparation for the heavenly life; and, in
short, we may conclude that the first has reference to man in his
state of instruction, and the second to his experiences when passing
through regeneration, and when enduring spiritual temptations. And
therefore it is to be observed that the first and second orders com
mence from faith, represented by Reuben, and the third from love,
represented by Judah. Notice, also, that Levi does not appear at
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x INTRODUCTORY NOTE

all in these three orders, the reason for which will be found in the
spiritual teaching of chap. I. 49, 50, and in chap. ii. 33. Again, it
appears that the first order is not so perfect as the second, and that
the second is not so perfect as the third, and set that there is' a
general similarity, there being four triads in each order. If, how
ever, the first order be considered, the triads will appear irregular,
thus:

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth, or
the Divine Law, to the man
of the Spiritual Church,
through the heavens, when
he is in a state of obscure
good because truths are not,
as yet, implanted in good;
and this revelation gives the
perception, in a state of faith
a bout to be conjoined with
charity, and in a state of
deliverance from evil by the
Lord's work of redemption.

2. That man ought to know
from the Lord, who ordinates

2. Take ye the sum of all
the congregation of the

II

SUIVIl\1ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHl\PTER I

THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

1. There is revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth, that man
ought to know from the Lord, who ordinates and arranges all his
states, what his true quality is in general and in particular, by means
of Divine Truth and by the instrumentality of the general principles
of the church, each grounded in its own good, verso 1-4· '

2. These principles are described according to their quality, and
their state as to spiritual and celestial life, and according to their
specific quality in respect to intelligence in truth, the acquirement
of the good of truth, and individual experience, verso 5-19'

3. Concerning the quality of those who are in faith in the under
standing; faith in the will; good works; celestial love; mutual love;
the heavenly marriage; the new understanding of truth; the new
will of good; the medium between the spiritual and natural man;
the affirmation of truth; inmost natural delight; and resistance to
evil, temptation and freedom thence, verso 20-43.

4. Concerning the quality of the Spiritual Church, as to truths,
in its en tirety, verso 44-46.

5. But, lastly, man cannot as yet know his quality as to good
or charity, which ministers to the Lord, and to celestial good in all
the changes which take place during regeneration, verso 47-54.

I. AND the LORD spake
unto Moses in the wilder
ness of Sinai, in the tent of
meeting, on the first day of
the second month, in the
second year after they were
come out of the land of
Egypt, saying,

Asher,
Gad,
Naphtali.

Manasseh,
Benjamin,
Dan,

Reuben, Issachar,
Simeon, Zebulun,
Judah, Ephraim,

But in the second order we have:

Reuben, Judah, Manasseh, Dan,
Simeon, Issachar, Ephraim, Asher,
Gad, Zebulun, Benjamin, Naphtali.

This order, it will be seen, is more harmonious, and agrees altogether
with the third, as far as the last ,six tribes are concerned, thus:

Judah, Reuben, Ephraim, Dan"
Issachar, Simeon, Manasseh, ..Asher,
Zebulun, Gad, Benjamin, Naphtali.

Now what does this indicate? It is that, during regeneration, the
natural degree, internally and externally, is brought into heavenly
order, as to the outward appearance, before the spiritual and celestial
man. The man who is passing through regeneration is not as yet
so perfect internally as he appears externally. His outward life is
orderly because, generally speaking, he is compelling himself to do
what is orderly, but still his motives are not altogether pure, and
faith is still his leading principle, rather than charity or love: hence
Reuben and Simeon and Gad, in the second order, precede Judah
and Issachar and Zebulun, A man, in fact, must be rejormed. before
he can be fully regenerated; and, on this account, the quality of his
good works, represented particularly by Gtui in these orders, will
vary. At first they are merely natural, and so his name appears in
the triad which denotes the external of the natural degree; next,
they are from a principle of faith, and his name appears, therefore,
under that of Reuben in the first triad of the second order; and
lastly they are from love as well as faith, and consequently the name
appears in the third order as the ultimate degree of the second triad.
Thus the internal sense of these orders describes the varying states
of the life of man during regeneration, and when it is completed :
and we need only further remark that the tribe of Naphtali has its
position constant in each order, because it signifies, first of all, simple
resistance to evil, as arising from the fear of the consequences under
th; state of instruction; secondly, resistance from a principle of
faith, and under temptations; and, lastly, as resistance to evil in
the full state.of. freedom which properly belongs to the heavenly life.
But he who IS In good does not so much resist evil as he contemns
it, because t~mptations have ceased wit~ him,. and he enjoys heavenly
freedom, while yet the sphere of good Itself, In which he is from the
Lord, is a full protection against the incursion of evil. For evil
~pirits can!10t endure the heavenly atm?sphere, but flee away from
It, on which account those who are In heaven enjoy an eternal
sabbath; nor can they any more fluctuate between good and evil.
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children of Israel, by their
families, by their fathers'
houses, according to the
number of the names, every
male, by their polls;

3. From twenty years old
and upward, all that ate
able to go forth to war in
I srael, thou and Aaron shall
number them by their hosts.

4. And with you there
shall be a man of every
tribe; everyone head of bis
fathers' house.

5. And these are the
names of the men that shall
stand with you: of Reuben;
Elizur the son of Shedeur.

6. Of Simeon ; Shelumiel
the son of Zurishaddai.

7· Of Judah; Nahshon
the son of Amminadab.

8. Of Issachar; N ethane!
the son of Zuar.

and arranges all his states,
what his true quality is, not
only in general but also as to
particulars, which particular
quality is discerned from his
truths by investigation, and
according to a certain order,

3. In those who are in a
state of intelligence, and in
those who are in the good of
truth and who are prepared
to engage in conflict against
evil. And this quality is dis
covered from the Word, and
by the influx of Divine Good,
according to general and par
ticular associated goods and
truths,

4. And by the instrument
ality of the general principles
of the church, each grounded
in its own good.

5. And the quality of these
principles, thus subordinated
to Divine Truth and Divine
Good, is as follows: faith in
the understanding which is
the foundation of the church
and is derived from charity;

6. Obedience giving interior
peace with God, and founded
on this protecting faith;

7. Celestial love endowed
with the perception of truth,
derived from primary truth
from good;

8. The same externally, the
g-ood of celestial conjugial
love, which is mutual love in
the celestial heavens, derived
from a state of profound
humility which is the gift of
God, or of the Divine Pro
vidence.

9. Of Zebulun; Eliab the
son of Helon ,

10. Of the children of
Joseph: of Ephraim; Eli
shama the son of Arnmi
hud: of Manasseh : Gama
lielthe son of Pedahzur.

I I. Of Benjami n ; Abidan
the son of Gideoni.

12. Of Dan; Ahiezer the
son of Ammishaddai .

13. Of Asher; Pagiel the
son of Ochran.

14. Of Gad; Eliasaph the
son of Deuel.

I 5. 0 f Naph ta 1i; /\ hi ra
the son of Enan.

16. These are they that
B 2

9. The heavenly marriage,
or truth conjoined with good
and derived therefrom;

10. The inmost good of the
spiritual heaven, or celestial
spiritual good, from which
springs the new state of truth,
embodied in obedience to truth
derived from the love of good;
and the new will of good
embodied in the love of reward
as if from self, the knowledge
of the truth and separation
from evil; and derived from
the Lord through the work of
redernption ;

1 1. The truth of the spIrl t
ual heaven, the medium be
tween the spiritual and the
natural, appearing as truth
from good springing from
opposition to evil;

12. The truth of the natural
man, which is the affirmation
of truth, grounded in good
which aids, derived from
Divine Truth which protects
man in temptation;

T3. Inmost natural delight,
appearing as opposition to evil
by the power of Divine Truth,
and derived from a state of
spiritual trial and affliction;

14. Good works, or the
good of life, the perfection
of good and truth in act
derived from the revelation
of truth f rom God;

15. And resistance to evil,
temptation, and freedom
thence, appearing as a prin
ciple of good derived from
the Divine Word,

16. These are the generC11
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were called of the congrega- truths of the church, and their
tion, the princes of the order with man during a state
tribes of their fathers; they'· of instruction, having relation
were the heads of the thou- respectively to the celestial,
sands of Israel. spiritual and natural degrees

of his mind.

17. And Moses and Aaron
took these men which are
expressed by name :

18. And they assembled
all the congregation to
gether on, the first day of
the second month, and they
declared their pedigrees
af ter their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, by their polls.

19. As the LORD com
manded Moses, so he num
bered them inthe wilderness
of Sinai.

20. And the children of
Reuben, Israel's firstborn,
their generations, by their
families, by their fathers'
houses, according to the
number of the names, by
their polls, every male from
twenty years old and up
ward, all that were able to
go forth to war;

2 I. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe

17. And these are sub
ordinate to Divine Truth and
Divine Good, having each a
specific quality.

18. But when these truths
are to be arranged under
good during the process of
regeneration they are arranged
according to the state as to
their spiritual and celestial
life, and according to their
specific quality in respect to
intelligence in truth, the
acquirement of the good of
truth, and individual experi
ence.

19. And this can only be
done by the Lord Himself
from His Divine Love by His
Divine Truth, when man is
passing from a state of in
struction in which he is in
obscure good from deficiency
of truths, to a state of re
generation in which he ad
vances towards a state of
good.

20. And during regeneration
faith in the understanding,
which has priority according
to spiritual birth, as to its
spiritual and celestial life, and
according to its specific
quality, individual experience,
intelligence in truths, the re
ception of the good of truth,
and capacity for spiritual con
flict,

21. Has a quality according
to ordination and arrange-

of Reuben, were forty and
six thousand and five hun
dred.

22. Of the children of
Simeon, their generations,
by their families, by their
fathers' houses, those that
were numbered thereof, ac
cording to the number of
the names, by their polls,
every male from twenty
yeats old and upward, all
that were able to go forth to
war;

23. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Simeon, were fifty and
nine thousand and three
hundred.

24. Of the children of
Gad, their generations, by
their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war ;

25. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Gad, were forty and five
thousand six hundred and
fifty.

26. Of the children of
Judah, their generations, by
their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war ;

ment, of truth confirmed by
victories in temptation both
as to understanding and will
in all fulness.

22. Also during regenera
tion, faith in the will, or
obedience as to its spiritual
and celestial life, and accord
ing to its specific quality,
individual experience, intelli
gence in truths, the reception
of the good of truth, and
capacity for spiritual con
flict,

23. 'Has a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of incipient conjunction,
and completeness as to truths.

24. Also during regenera
tion, good works, or the good
of life, as to spiritual and
celestial experience, and ac
cording to its specific quality,
intelligence in truths, the
reception of the good of truth,
and capacity for spiritual
conflict,

25. Has a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness of the
con junction of good and truth
through temptations.

26. Also during regenera
tion, celestial love, according
to spiritual and celestial life
and as to its specific quality,
intelligence in truths, the
reception of the good of truth,
and capacity for spiritual
conflict,
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27· Those that were n um
bered of them, of the tribe
of Judah, were threescore
and fourteen thousand and
six hundred.

28. Of the children of
Issachar, their generations,
by their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war :

29. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Issachar, were fifty and
four thousand and four hun
dred.

30. Of the children of Ze
bul~n, thei~ .generations, by
their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war;

3 I. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Zebulun, were fifty and
seven thousand and four
hundred.

3 2 • Of the children of
Joseph, namely, of the chil
dren of Ephraim, their
generations, by their
families, by their fathers.'
houses, according to the

27. Has a quality according
to ordination and arrange
ment of a state of rest and
peace, arising from the con
junction of' good and truth
through victory in tempta-
tions. ,.

. 28. Also during regenera
tion, mutual love, as to its
spiritual and celestial life, and
according to its specific
quality, intelligence in truths,
the reception of the good of
truth, and capacity for spirit
ual conflict,

29. Has. a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of full conjunction as to
good and truth in the external
celestial heaven,' resulting
from a state of rest and peace
internally.

30. Also during regenera
non, the heavenly marriage as
to its spiritual and celestial
life, and according to its
specific quality, intelligence
in truths, the reception of the
good of truth, and capacity
for the spiritual conflict,

31. Has a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness of the con
junction of the celestial and
spiritual heavens producing
rest and peace in the spiritual
and natural degrees as well as
in the celestial.

32. Also during regenera
tion, the inmost good of the
spiritual man, called the
celestial of the spiritual, from
which springs the new under
standing of truth, as to its

number of the names, from
twenty years old and up
ward, all that were able to
go forth towar ;

33. Those that were nU111
bered of them, of the tribe
of Ephraim, were fort v
thousand and five hundred.

34. Of the children of
Manasseh, their genera
tions, by their families, by
their fathers' houses, ac
cording to the number of
the names, from twenty
years old and upward, all
that were able to go forth to
war;

3S. Those that were nurn
bered of them, of the tribe
of Manasseh, were thirty
and two thousand and t\VO
hundred.

36. Of the children of
Benjamin, their genera
tions, by their families, by
their fathers' houses, accord
ing to the number of the
names, from twenty years
old and upward, all that
were able to go forth· to war;

37. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Benjamin, were thirty
and five thousand and four
hundred.

spir it IIa1 :1ndee1est ia1 life
thence, and as to its specific
quality, intelligence in truths,
the reception of the good of
truth, and capacity for spirit
ual conflict,

33. Has a quality, according
to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness of the per
ception of good and truth as
the result of spiritual .conflict
and victory.

34. Also during regenera
tion, the new will of good,
derived from the celestial of
the spiritual, as to its spiritual
and celestial life, and accord
ing to its specific quality,
intelligence in truths, the
reception of the good of
truth, and capacity for spirit
ual conflict,

35. Has a quality according
to ordination and arrange
ment, of completeness of the
conjunction of charity and
faith.

36. Also during regenera
tion, the inmost truth of the
spiritual man, called the spirit
ual of the celestial, and the
medium between the spiritual
and the natural, as to its
spiritual and celestial life, and
according to its specific
quality, intelligence in truths,
the reception of the good of
truth, and capacity for spirit
ual conflict.

37. Has a quality, according
to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness and rest and
peace for the natural man,
as the result of its conjunction
with the spiritual, through
the activity of ultimate
spiritual life.



8 THE BOOK OF NUlvlBERS CHAPTER 1 9

38. Of the children of
Dan, their generations, by
their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war;

39. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Dan, were threescore and
two thousand and seven
hundred.

40. Of the children of
Asher, their generations, by
their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war;

41. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Asher, were forty and
one thousand and five hun
dred.

42. Of the children of
Naphtali, their generations,
by their families, by their
fathers' houses, according
to the number of the names,
from twenty years old and
upward, all that were able
to go forth to war;

43. Those that were num
bered of them, of the tribe
of Naphtali, were fifty and

38. Also during regenera
tion, the affirmation of truth
in the natural man, as to its
spiritual and celestial life, and
according to its specific
quality, intelligence in truths,
the reception of the good of
truth and capacity for spirit
ual conflict,

39. Has a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness of the con
junction of truth with good
in the natural man producing
a state of holiness and peace
there.

40. 'Also during regenera
tion, inmost natural delight,
as to its spiritual and celestial
life, and according to its
specific quality, intelligence
in truths, the reception of
the good of truth, and
capacity for spiritual conflict,

41. Has a quality, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, of delight derived from
a full course of spiritual
temptations, a new state, and
full conjunction with truths
affirmed.

42. And also during re
generation, resistance to evil,
temptation, and freedom
thence, as' to its spiritual and
celestial life, and according
to its specific quality, intel
ligence in truths, the recep
tion of the good of truth,
and capacity for spiritual
conflict,

43. Has a quality, according
to ordination and arrange
ment, of fulness and com
pleteness as to good conjoined

three thousand and four
hundred.

44. These are they that
were numbered, which
Moses and Aaron num
bered, and the princes of
Israel, being twelve men:
they were each one for his
fathers' house.

45. So all they that were
numbered of the children of
Israel by their fathers'
houses, from twenty years
old and upward, all that
were able to go forth to war
in Israel ;

46. Even all they th~t

were numbered were SIX

hundred thousand and three
thousand and five hundred
and fifty.

47. But the Levites after
the tribe of their fathers
were not numbered among
them.

48. .For the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

49. Only the tribe of Levi
thou shalt not number,
neither shalt thou take the
sum of them among the
children of Israel:

50. But appoint thou the

with truth, and perfect free
dom even in ultimates.

44. And all these involve
the particular truths of the
church, which are ordinated
and arranged by Divine
Truth and Divine Good,
during man's co-operation, in
the process of regeneration;
and by means of primary
truths, each grounded in its
own good.

45. And thus they are
ordinated and arranged with
the man of the Spiritual
Church, according to primary
good, commencing from an
intelligen t perception and
reception of the truths and
goods of faith, and proceed
ing through conflicts against
evil,

46. Until, by this process,
man acquires through a full
course of temptation, perfec
tion of character both as to
truth and as to good; or as
to understanding and will.

47. But, as yet, man is not
permitted to know his quality
as to love and charity.

48. For it is according to
Divine Good, giving percep
tion to those who are in
Divine Truths,

49. Than man, at first,
shall not be in his true order
and arrangement as to good,
and that neither can he know
his genuine quality as to good
by means of truths.

50. While yet good shall
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Levi tes over the tabernacle
of the testimony, and over
all the furniture thereof, and
over all that belongeth to
it: they shall bear the
tabernacle, and all the furni
ture thereof; and they shall
minister unto it, and shall
encamp round about the
tabernacle.

SI. And \\7 hen the taber
nacle setteth forward, the
Levites shall take it down:
and when the tabernacle is
to be pitched, the Levites
shall set it up: and the
stranger that cometh nigh
shall be put to death.

52. And the children of
Israel shall pitch their tents,
every man by his own
camp, and every man by his
own standard, according to
their hosts.

53. But the Levites shall
pitch round about the taber
nacle of the testimony, that
there be no wrath upon the
congregation of the children
of Israel: and the Levites
shall keep the charge of the
tabernacle of the testimony.

54. Thus did the children
of Israel; according to all
that the LORD commanded
Moses, so did they.

minister to Divine Truths, as.
to internals, as to exteriors,
and as to externals; and
moreover, all procedure and
progress shall be according to
good internally and exter
nally, ' and good shall be
primary as proceeding from
Divine Truth through the
heavens.

51. And thus when changes
of state occur in the course
of regeneration, the old state
shall pass away, and the new
state shall be inaugurated
according to good, and by
no means according to truths
separated from good; for a
state of truth without good is
a state of spiritual death.

52. For the man of the
church will take up his posi
tion, during regeneration,
according to the state of
good in which he is as to
general principles, and of
truth as agreeing therewith;
and this as to particulars and
generals together.

53. But love and charity
shall be the central prin
ciples, immediately subordin
ate to Divine Truth proceed
ing from the Lord through
the heavens, in order that
man may not be averted from
Him; and love and charity
shall be the governing prin
ciples in heaven, and the
church, whose inmost is
Divine Truth from the Lord
Himself.

54. And thus the man of
the church is obedient to
Divine Good manifested in
Divine Truth, and is estab
lished in the heavenly life.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. By the Lord speaking unto Moses is denoted revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth, or the Divine Law, to the man of the
Spiritual Church, 2001, 2951, 7010; in the wilderness of Sinai,
denotes when he is in a state of obscure good, because truths are
not, as yet, implanted in good, 8753; in the tent of meeting, denotes
through the heavens, 35403; on the first day of the second month
in the second year, denotes in a state of faith about to be conjoined
with charity, 487, 900, 5194; after they were come out of the land
of Egypt, denotes a state of deliverance from evil by the Lord's work
of redemption, 8866; and saying denotes perception, 179 I, 1822.

2. Taking the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel,
denotes that man ought to know, from the Lord, who ordinates and
arranges all his states, what his true quality is, 10,2 17; "by their
families," denotes in general, when spoken of in relation to " houses "
which are the particulars of those generals, just as families denote
particulars, when spoken of in relation to nations which are the
generals of those particulars, 1254, 1258; and according to the
number of the names, every male, by their polls, denotes that the
particular quality is discerned, from the births appertaining to each
name, or individual, by investigation, and according to a certain
order, 10,217, 144, 725.

3. From twenty years old and upward, denotes those who are in
a state of intelligence, and in the good of truth, 2280, 10,225; all
that are able to go forth to war in Israel, denotes all who are pre
pared to engage in combat against evil, 1664; and Moses and Aaron
numbering them by their armies, denotes that this quality is dis
covered from the Word, and by the influx of Divine Good, according
to general and particular associated goods and truths, 7010,9946,7236.

4. There being with Moses and Aaron a man of every tribe, every
one head of his fathers' house, denotes by the instrumentality of the
general principles of the church, each grounded in its own good,
429, 3858, 7859, 37033, 1254, 1258.

5. These being the names of the men standing with Moses and
Aaron, denotes that the quality of the principles thus subordinated
to Divine Truth and Divine Good, is as follows, 144: Reuben, denotes
faith in the understanding, because he is named from seeing, 3863;
and Elizur the son of Shedeur, denotes the foundation of the church
derived from charity, because by Elizur is meant "God is n1.Y rock;"
and therefore he denotes faith which is the foundation of the church,
2760 preface; and by Shedeur is mean t the field or the paps, and
therefore he denotes charity, 2971, 6432; while by Elizur being the
son of Shedeur is denoted that faith is derived from charity, 37032.

6. Simeon denotes obedience because he is named from hearing,
3869; and Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, denotes giving interior
peace with God, and founded on this protecting faith, because by
Shelumiel is meant the peace of God, and therefore he denotes this
peace; and by Zurishaddai is meant "the Almighty is m-y rock,"
and therefore he denotes the foundation of this interior peace, 2760
preface.
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7. Judah denotes celestial love, he being named from confession,
3880; and Nahshon the son of Amminadab, denotes the perception
of truth derived from primary truth from good, because by Nahshon
is meant a serpent, a foreteller, an :nchanter, and t~erefore, ~s
applied to celestial love, he denotes wisdom thence derived, or ~ In
other words, the perception of truth from good, 197; and by Amrnina
dab is meant the prince of the people, and therefore he denotes
primary truth from good, 1482.

8. Issachar denotes external celestial conjugial love, which is
mutual love in the celestial heavens, and is named from rewards,
3956; and Nethanel the son of Zuar, denotes a state of profound
humility which is the gift of God, because by Nethanel IS meant
the gift of God, and therefore he denotes truth from go~d, 20~1;

and by Zuar is meant little, and therefore, in. ~onnect1on with
celestial love, he denotes a state of profound humility, I Sam. xv.
17; Luke xii. 32, 27152•

9. Zebulon denotes the heavenly marriage, and he is named from
cohabiting, 3960-1; and Eliab the son of Helon, denot~s tr.uth con
joined with good and derived therefrom, because by Eliab IS meant
God rn.y father, and he therefore denotes truth conjoined with
dood; and it is assumed from the series that Helon denotes the
good from which the truth denoted by Eliab is derived, 2001, 37032.

10. Joseph denotes the inmost good of the Spiritual Church or
Kingdom, and he derived his name from gathering and adding,
3969; this good is called celestial-spiritual, 3969; Ephraim denotes
the new state of truth embodied in obedience to truth, derived from
the love of good, he being named from fruitfulness, 6238, 5355, since
by Elishama is meant God hearing, and therefore he denotes,
obedience to truth, 2001, 2542; and by Ammihud is meant the' people
of praise or confession, and therefore, like Judah, he denotes the love
of good, 3880; and Manasseh denotes the new will of good, embodied
in the love of reward as if from self, the knowledge of the truth,
and separation from evil, all derived from the Lord through the work
of redemption, he being named from forgetfulness, 6238, 5351, since
by Gamaliel is meant the recompense of God, or the camel of God,
or ioeaned of God, and therefore he denotes the love of reward as if
frOITI self, 3816, the knowledge of the truth, 3048, and separation
from evil, 2647; and by Pedahzur is meant saviour strong and pouier
ful, or the stone of redemption, and therefore he denotes that the
things signified by Gamaliel are derived from the Lord through the
work of redemption, 2760 preface.

11. Benjamin denotes the truth of the spiritual heaven, the medium
between the spiritual and the natural, and is named from the right
hand, 45855, 4592 ; and Abidan the son of Gideoni denotes truth from
good, springing from opposition to evil, because by Abidan is meant
"1ny father is judge," and therefore he denotes truth,conjoined with
and proceeding from good, 37032, 3923; and by Gideoni is meant he
that bruises or breaks, or the cutting off of iniquity, and therefore
he denotes opposition to evil, 1664, 9163.

12. Dan denotes the truth of the' natural man which is the
affirmation of truth, he being named from judging, 3923 ; and Ahiezer
the son of Ammishaddai, denotes truth grounded in good which aids,
derived from Divine Truth which protects man in temptations,

because by Ahiezer is meant the brother of assistance, an.d therefore
he denotes good which aids, 2360, 8652; and by Ammlshadd?-l. IS
meant the people of the Alntighty,. and therefore he denotes DIVIne
Truth which protects man in temptations, 1992.

13. Asher denotes inmost natural delight, he being named ~r?m
blessedness, 3939; and Pagiel the son of Ochrar:, denotes opposition
to evil by the po\ver of Divine Truth, and d~nv~d from a state of
spiritual trial and affliction, because by Pagiel IS mean t the pre
vention of God, or the prayer of G.o~, and therefore he denotes
opposition to evil by the power of DIVIne Truth, 200 I, 8200., 2535,
and by Ochran is meant a disturber, or one who causes disorder,
and therefore he denotes a state of spiritual trial and affliction,
5221, 5222.

14. Gad denotes good works, or the good of life, the word mean~ng

a troop, 3934; and Elisaph the son of Deuel, den?tes the perfection
of dood and truth in act, derived from the revelation of truth from
God', because by Elisaph is meant increased of C;od, ~nd therefore
he denotes what gives perfection, 4981, and by Deuel 1~ meant the
lerunuledge of God, and therefore he denotes the revelation of truth
from God, 4981, 10,33 1, 8944.

IS. Naphtali denotes resistance to evil, temptation, and freedom
thence, his name being derived from struggling, 3928; and Ahira
the son of Enan, denotes a principle of good derived from the Divine
Word; for by Ahira is meant the brother ~f th~ shepherd, ?r .the
brother of iniquity, and therefore he denotes, In this place, a pr inciple
of good, 2360,343 ; and by Enan is meant rich in springs or fountains,
and therefore he denotes the Word which is the fountain of living
waters, 3424.

16. These being they that were called of the congregation, denotes
the general truths of the church, because there was one leader from
each of the tribes, 3858; called of the congregation, denotes presence,
and influx, and hence arrangement by the Lord according to the
state of the church, 7955, 6338, and thus in this case, according to
order during a state of instruction as a preparation for spiritual
conflict, ver. 3; princes of the tribes of their fathers, denotes primary
general truths derived from good, 2089, 37032; and their being heads
of the thousands of Israel, denotes principles of good and truth
upon which all subordinate goods and truths depend, as the body
depends upon the head in the human frame, 3728. But it is said,
"having relation to the celestial, spiritual and natural degrees of his
mind," because this is involved in the signification of the various
leaders or princes.

17. Moses and Aaron taking these men which were expressed by
name denotes that these are subordinate to Divine Truth and
Divine Good, having each a specific quality, 7010, 9946, 144.

18. Assembling all the congregation together, on the first day of
the second month, denotes that these truths are to be arranged
under good during the process of regeneration, 6338, 487, 900;
declaring their pedigree after their families by their fathers' houses,
denotes according to the state as to their spiritual and celestial life,
2862, 1145, 7833; according to the number of the names, denotes
according to their specific quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years
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old and upward, denotes in respect to intelligence in truth and the
acquirement of the good of truth, 2280, 10,225; and by their polls,
denotes individual experience, 10,217, 10,218.

19. As the Lord comn;anded, so l\lose~ numbering the Isra~lites
in the wilderness of Sinal, denotes that this can only be done b) the
Lord Himself from His Divine Love by ~is f?ivine ~"r\fth, when
man is passing from a state of instruction In which he !S I~ ObSC\lre
dood from deficiency of truths, to a state of regeneration 111 which
he advances towards a state of good, 2001, 7010, 5846, 10,217, 8753·

20. The children of Reuben.vdenote those who a~e in faith in. the
understanding, 3863; their generations, denotes!dunng ~e~enera~Ion,

14.... ; Israel's firstborn, denotes priority according to spiritual birth,
33;5; by their fan1ilie~, by their fathe:s' houses, denotes as to
spiritual and celestial life, 7833; according to the number of t~e
names denotes according to its specific quality, 10,217, 144; by their
polls, ~nd ever:/ male, denotes as to individual experience, 10,217, and
from truths, 725; from twenty years old and upward, denotes las
to intelligence in truth and the reception of the good of truth, 2280,
10,225; and all that were able ~o ~o forth t? war, denotes as to
capacity for spiritual warfare, which IS temptation, 1664.

21. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Reuben bein~ forty
and six thousand and five hundred, denotes quality, ac~ord~ng ~o

ordination and arrangement, of truth confirmed by victories In
temptation, both as to understanding and will in all fulness, because
Reuben denotes faith in the understanding and thus truths, 3863 ;
beina numbered, denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; f?rty
thousand denotes victory in temptation as to the understanding,
730; six,' denotes the same as to the will, 737,683; and five hundred,
denotes in all fulness, 10,253.

22. The children of Simeon, denote those who are in faith in the
will, or obedience, 3869; their generations, denotes during regenera
tion, 1145; by their families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as. to
spiritual and celestial life, 7833; those that were numbered according
to the number of the names, denotes according to specific quality,
10,217, 144; by their polls, denotes as to individual experience,
10,218; every male, denotes from truths, 725; from twenty ye~rs

old and upward, denotes as to intelligence in truth, and the reception
of the good of truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go
forth to war, denotes' as to capacity for spiritual warfare which is
temptation, 1664.

23. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Simeon being fifty
and nine thousand and three hundred, denotes that such have a
quality according to ordination and arrangement of. incipient con
junction, and completeness as to truths, because Simeon den?tes
faith in the will, or obedience, 3869; being numbered, denotes ordina
tion and arrangement, 10,217; fifty-nine thousand, denotes incipient
conjunction, that is, of truth with good, since -it is just below sixty,
which denotes fulness, 5335, and nine itself denotes incipient con
junction, 1988; and three hundred denotes fulness as to truths, 5955.

24. The children of Gad, denote those who are in good works, or
in the good of life, 3934; their generations, denotes during regenera
tion, 1145; by their families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to
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spiritual and celestial experience, 7833; according to the number of
the names, denotes according to specific quality, IC?,2 17, 1~4; from
twenty years old and upward, denotes as to intelligence In truths
and the reception of the good of truth, 2280, 10,22.5; and al! .that
were able to go forth to war, denotes as to capacity for spiritual
warfare which is temptation. 1664.

25. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Gad, bein~ forty .and
five thous.and six hundred and fifty, denotes that the quality of .good
works, as to ordination and arrangement, is fulness of the conjunc
tion of good and truth through temptations, beca~se <?ad d.enot~s
good works, 3934; forty-five. thousand, ~enotes conjunction, SInce It
is compounded of five and rune, 2269; SIX hundred, denotes ternpta
tions, 737; and fifty, denotes fulness, 225 2.

26. The children of Judah, denote those who are in celestial lov~,

3880; their generations, denotes during regenerat~o~, J 145; by th~lr
families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and c~lestIal

life, 7833; according to the number of names, denotes according to
specific quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years. old and upward,
denotes as to intelligence in truth and the reception of the good. of
'truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to. go . forth to :var,
denotes as to capacity for spiritual warfare, which IS temptations,
1664.

27. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Judah, being three
score and fourteen thousand and six hundred, denotes that the quality
of such, according to ordination and arrangement, is a state of rest
and peace, arising from the conjunction of good and. truth through
victory in temptations, because Judah denotes celestial love, 3880;
being numbered, denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; three
score and fourteen thousand, or seven ty-four thousand, denotes the
conjunction of good and truth, with a state of rest and peace, 87,
1988, 1686; and six hundred denotes through victory in temptations,
737·

28. The children of Issachar, denote those who are in mutual love,
3956; their generations, denotes during regenerat~0!1' 1145; by th~ir
families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to SPlrI tual and celes~Ial

life, 7833; according to the number of the names, denotes according
to specific quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years old and up\vard,.
denotes as to intelligence in truth and the reception of the good of
truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go forth to war, denotes
as to capacity for spiritual warfare, which is temptation, 1664.

29. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Issachar being fifty
and four thousand and four hundred, denotes that such have a
.quality according to ordination and arrangement, of full conjunction
as to good and truth in the external celestial heaven, resulting from
.a state of rest and peace internally, because Issachar denotes mutual
love in the external of the celestial heaven, 3956; being numbered,
denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; fifty-four thousand,
denotes the conjunction of good and truth in the external of the
<celestial heaven, 2252, 1686 ; and four hundred, denotes "arising
from a state of rest and peace internally," since it signifies the state
.and duration of temptations, also the conjunction of good and truth,
and thence the conjunction of the internal with the external corn
pleted, which is a state of the cessation of temptations, and
consequently of rest and peace, 4341.
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30 • The children of Zebulon, denote those who are in the heavenly
marriage, 3960; their generations, denotes during regeneration,. 1.145 ;
by their families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual
and celestial life, 7833; according to the number of the names,
denotes according to specific quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years
old and upward,. denotes as to intelligence in truths and the reception
of the good of truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go
forth to war, denotes as to capacity for spiritual warfare, which is
temptation, 1664.

3 1 • Those that were numbered of the tribe of Zebulun being fifty
and seven thousand and four hundred, denotes that such have a
quality according to ordination and arrangement of fulness of the
conjunction of the celestial and spiritual heavens, producing rest and
peace in the spiritual and natural degrees as well as the celestial,
because Zebulun denotes the heavenly marriage, 3960; being num
bered, denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; fifty-seven
thousand, denotes fulness of the conjunction of the celestial and
spiritual he.avens, 2252, 728, 19881, 10,360; and four hundred, denotes
also conjunction, that is, of the spiritual and natural degrees or
heavens, 434 I.

32. The children of Joseph, denote the inmost good of the spiritual
kingdom called the celestial of the spiritual, 3969; the children of
Ephraim, denote those in the new understanding of truth, 6238,
5355; their generations, denotes during regeneration, 1145; by their
families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and celestial
life, 7833; according to the number of the names, denotes according
to specific quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years old and upward,
denotes as to intelligence in truths and the reception of the good
of truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go forth to war,
denotes as to capacity for spiritual warfare, which is temptation,
1664.

33. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Ephraim being
forty thousand and five hundred, denotes that such have a quality
according to ordination and arrangement, of fulness of the perception
of good and truth as the result of spiritual conflict and victory,
because Ephraim denotes the new understanding of truth, 6238,
5355; being numbered, denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217;
five hundred, denotes fulness, and it is said "of the perception of
good and truth," since it relates to those in the new understanding
of truth, 10,253; and forty thousand, denotes spiritual conflict and
victory, 730.

34. The children of Manasseh, denote the new will of good, or
those who are in the new will of good, 6238, 535 I; their genera
tions, denotes during regeneration, 114.5; by their families, by their
fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and celestial life, 7833;
according to the number of the names, denotes according to specific
quality, 10,217, 144; from twenty years old and upward, denotes as
to intelligence in truth and the reception of the good of truth, 2280,
10,225; and all that were able to go forth to war, denotes as to
capacity for spiritual warfare, which is temptation, 1664.

35. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Manasseh being
thirty and t\VO thousand and two hundred, denotes that such have
a quality, according to ordination and arrangement, of completeness

of conjunction of charity and faith, because Manasseh deno~es ~he
new will of good, 6238, 5351; being numbered denotes ordination
and arrangement, 10,217; and thirty and t\VO thousand and two
hundred, denotes completeness of conjunction as to charity and
faith, 5335, 5194.

36. The children of Benjamin denote those who are in the. inmost
truth of the spiritual man, called the spiritual of the ~elest1al, an.d
the medium between the spiritual and the natural, 4585°, 4592 ; their
oenerations, denotes during regeneration, 1145; by their families,
by their fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and celestia.l life,
7833; according to the number of the names, denotes according to
specific quality, 10,217; from twenty years old and upward, denotes
as to intelligence in truths and the reception of the good of truth,
2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go forth to war, denotes as
to capacity for spiritual warfare, which is temptation, 1664.

37. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Ber:jamin, be~ng
thirty and five thousand and four hundred, denotes quality, according
to ordination and arrangement of fulness of rest and peace for the
natural man, as the result of its conjunction with the spiritual
through the activity of ultimate spiritual life, because Benjamin
denotes spiritual truth and the medium between the spiritual and
natural, 45855, 4592 ; being numbered denotes ordination and arrange
ment, 10,217; thirty-five thousand denotes fulness of rest and peace,
since thirty-five is compounded of five and seven, 5708, ]9881; and
four hundred denotes the conjunction of the spiritual and the
natural through the activity of the ultimate spiritual life, which is
denoted by Benjamin, 4341.

38. The children of Dan denote those who are in the affirmation
of truth in the natural man, 3923; their generations, denotes during
regeneration, 1145; by their families, by their fathers' houses,
denotes as to spiritual and celestial life, 7833; according to the
number of the names, denotes according to specific quality, 10,217,
144; from twenty years old and upward, denotes as to intelligence
in' truth and the reception of the good of truth, 2280, 10,225; and all
that were able to go forth to war, denotes as to capacity for spiritual
warfare, which is temptation, 1664.

39. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Dan, being three score
and t\VO thousand and seven hundred, denotes that such have a quality
according to ordination and arrangement, of fulness of the conjunction
of truth with good in the natural man, producing a state of holiness
and peace there, because Dan denotes those who are in the affirmation
of truth, 3923, being numbered denotes ordination and arrangement,
10,217; three score and two, or sixty-two, thousand, denotes fulness
of the conjunction of truth with good in the natural man, 53352 ,

5194; and seven hundred denotes a state of holiness and peace, 716,
19881.

40. The children of Asher denote inmost natural delight, 3939;
their generations, denotes during regeneration, 1145; by their
families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and celestial
life, 7833; according to the number of the names, denotes according
to specific quality, 10,217, from twenty years old and upward,
denotes as to intelligence in truths and the reception of the good
of truth, 2280, 10,225; and all that were able to go forth to war,

C
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denotes: as to capacity for. spiritual warfare, which is temptation,
1664.

41. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Asher, being f~rty
and one thousand and five hundred, denotes that ~uch ha:re a quality,
according to ordination and arrangement, of delight derived. fron; a
full course of spiritual temptations, a new state, and full conjunction
wi th truths affirmed because Asher denotes a full state of natural
delight, 3939; being 'numbered denotes <?r~ination and. arrangement,
10 217' forty denotes a full course of spiritual temptations, 730; the
on'e added to the forty, denotes a new state following, 2044, 8400,
92965; and five hundred denotes a full conjunction of good with
truths affirmed, 10,253.

42. The children of Naphtali denote those who ar~ in resist.ance
to evil, temptation, and freedom thence, 392.8; the~r. generatlon~,

denotes desiring regeneration, 1145; by thel~ fa.mlhes J by their
fathers' houses, denotes as to spiritual and celes.t1al life, 78.33; acc~rd

ing to the number of the names, denotes according to spec~fic q~ahty,

10,217; from twenty years old and upwards, denotes as to intelligence
in truths, and the reception of the good of truth, 2280, 10,22~; and
all that' were able to go forth to war, .denotes as to capacity for
spiritual warfare, which is temptation, 1664.

43. Those that were numbered of the tribe of Naphtali being fifty
arid three, thousand and four hundred, denotes that such have a
quality, according. to ordination. and. arrangement, of fulness and
completeness as to good conjoined \vl.th truth, and. perfect freedo;n
even in ultimates, because Naphtali denotes resistance to evil,
temptation, and freedom thence, 3928; being numbered denotes
ordination. and arrangement, 10,217; fifty-three thousand denotes
fulness and completeness 'as to good conjoined with truth, 2252,
2788; and four' hundred denotes conjunction with perfect freedom
even! in ultimates, 4341. ..

44. These 'being they that were ..nurnbered, denotes that all these
involve the particular truths of the church, which are ordinated and
arranged, 10,2 ~7; Moses and Aaron denote Div}ne Truth and Divine
Good, 7010, 9946; and the princes of Israel being twelve men, each
one for his fathers' house, denotes marr's co.-operation in the process
of regeneration by means of primary. truths, each grounded in its
own good, ver. 4.

45· All they that were numbered of the children of Israel, denotes
that thus truths and goods are ordinated and arranged with the
man of the Spiritual Church, 10,217, 1654;. .by their fathers' houses,
denotes according to primary good, 37032, 7833; from twenty years
old and upward, denotes commencing from an intelligent perception
and reception of the truths and goods of faith, 2280, 10,225; and all
that were able to go forth to war in Israel, denotes proceeding
through con flicts against evil, 1664.

46. Even all they that were numbered being six hundred thousand,
and three thousand and five hundred and fifty, denotes that, by this
process,' man acquires, through a full course of temptation, perfection
of character both as to truth and as to good or as to understanding
and will, 737, 7973, 10,49 2, 10,253, 2252.

47. The Levites, after the tribe of their fathers, not being nun;
bered among the children of Israel, denotes that, as ye~, man IS

not permitted to know his quality as to love and chanty, 3875,
3877, 10,217.

48. The Lord speaking unto Moses, saying, denotes that it is
according to Divine Good, giving perception to those who are in
Divine Truths, 2001, 2951, 7010, 1791, 1822.

49. The tribe of Levi not being numbered, nor their sum take~

among the children of Israel, denotes that man, at first, shall. not
be in his true order and arrangement as to good, and that neither
can he know his genuine quality as to good, by means of truths,
3875, 3877, 10, 217, 683.

50. Appointing the Levites over the tabernacle of the testimony,
and over all the furniture thereof, and over all that belongeth to it,
denotes that good shall minister to Divine Truths, as to internals,. as
to interiors, and as to externals, ~875, 3877, 9613, 95°3; the Levites
bearing the tabernacle and all the furniture thereof, denotes that
all procedure and progress shall be according to good internally and
externally, because motion from place to place signifies change of
state. 1457, the Levites signify good, or love, 3875, and since the
tabernacle denotes good which is internal, its furniture denotes
truths which are external, 2576; and ministering unto the tabernacle,
and encamping round about it, denotes that good shall be primary
as proceeding from the Lord by the Word through the heavens,
because the tabernacle denotes the heavens, 3210; ministering is
predicated of good, 10,083; and the Levites encamping in the first
place round the tabernacle denotes what is primary, and also orderly
arrangement, 4236.

51. When the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites taking it
down, and when it is pitched, the Levites setting it up, denotes that
when changes of state occur in the course of regeneration, the old
state shall pass away, and the new state shall be inaugurated accord
ing to good, 1457, 3875, 153; and the stranger coming nigh being
put to death, denotes "by no means according to truth separated
from good, for a state of truth without good is a state of spiritual
death," 7996, 5883, 2687.

52. The children of Israel pitching their tents, every man by his
own camp, .and every man by his own standard, according to their
hosts, denotes that the man of the church will take up his position,
during regeneration, according to the state of good in which he is
as to general principles, and of truth as agreeing therewith : and
this as to particulars and generals together, 3654, 1616, 4236, 8624,
72 36.

53· The Levites pitching round about the tabernacle of the testi
mony, denotes that love and charity shall be the central principles
immediately subordinate to Divine Truth proceeding from the Lord
through the heavens, 3875, 1616, 9613, 9503; that there be no wrath
upon the congregation of the children of Israel, denotes in order
that man may not be averted from Him, 57g8, 6338, 3654; and the
Levites keeping the charge of the tabernacle of the testimony, denotes
that love and charity shall be the governing principles in heaven and
the church whose inmost is Divine Truth from the Lord Himself,
3875, 3382, 9613, 9503.

C 2
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54 "Thus did the children of Israel; according to all that the Lord
commanded Moses, so did they," denotes that thus the man of the
church is obedient to Divine Good manifested in Divine Truth, and
is established in the heavenly life, 3654, 2001, 5486, 70 10 .

I t is not the province of this work to provide an elaborate reply
to the merely rationalistic views on the Word, or to the arguments
of the Higher Criticism, as to the character and origin of its various
parts; but as our subject is the development of the spiritual teaching
thereof, we adhere, as a rule, to that. We cannot refrain, however,
from pointing out and emphasizing the integrity of the literal sense.
For if the literal sense has not been preserved since it was written ,
as to all its particulars, then it follows that it will not be a proper
vehicle for the conveyance of the spiritual sense; and, moreover, if
it is not, generally speaking, true history, then we have no authentic
history of the states of the ancient churches, of the lives of the
patriarchs, of the Israelites and their worship, of the Lord Himself
in human life, or of the first establishment of the Christian Church,
with the promise of its revival in the consummation of the age. It
is as important, therefore, to recognize and acknowledge that, on the
one hand, the Word in its literal sense is true history, and the work
of the Lord, as it is, on the other, to understand and apply to life
the spiritual sense, 1408, S.S. 13. And this first chapter in the book
of Numbers, considered in its connection with the last chapter of
the book of Leviticus, supplies us with another example of the
continuity of the Word, because both have reference to the same
subject internally, if not quite to the same subject externally. N ow
this is evidently not the effect of an accident, but is really owing to
the continuation of the series in the internal sense. For the literal
sense is the result of the internal sense, and thence corresponds to
it. The estimation, therefore, in Leviticus and the numbering in
N umbers, refer respectively to internal and external things. The
former is a valuation as to capacity for worshipping the Lord, and
the latter as to capacity for engaging in the conflict of temptation.

Now, <?ne of the most profound, comprehensive, and practical of
the doctnnes of the Word and the teachings of the Writings of the
church is that man is created and regenerated into the image and
likeness of the Lord; and that on this ace-aunt heaven, taken all
~ogether, :esembles one Grand Man; that every society in heaven
IS a man In a less form; and that every angel is a man in the least
form; from all which it follows that all men are created, and each man
is created, with a capacity for heaven, while at the same time no one is
created or born, distinctly, for heaven or for hell, but the final condition
?f each .must be the result of his own free choice, all this being involved
In the Idea of a human being. And from this we may see how the
twelve sons of Jacob, and thence the twelve tribes of Israel, mav
represent all human beings, while, also, each human being, or each
angel, may be a miniature heaven, and yet have a specific quality
or rulipg .love of his own , just as no single son or tribe represented
and signified exactly the same general principle. And when we
come to see, also, that no two human beings can be exactly alike
to eternity, because of the infinity of the Creator, and because no
one born can possibly have the same hereditary basis as another, we
also see why, in the Word, the signification of each tribe is not
always exactly the same. For the Word is infinite as well as the
Lor?, and, therefore, the infinite meaning of each tribe cannot be
denied, And thus, to take one or two examples, the faith in the
understanding, denoted by Reuben, or the resistance to evil denoted.
by Naphtali, cannot be exactly the same in two persons; and yet the

correspondence is exact and true and good. And this should convince
each of us of his own importance in the best sense, and induce each
of us above all things to be himself from the Lord by earnest,
constant, and patient endeavour.

Next, we want a comprehensive and practical view of the series
of things so often unavoidably repeated, and yet ill each case
expressing a different quality, according to the tribe in connection
with which it is used.

Natural generati·ons represen t spiritual regenerations, or the new
birth (John iii. 5). To attain to heaven we must be born again, or
from above; that is, from the Lord or: by the Spirit, and through our
own co-operation, by means of the truths of the Word, which are
like the water that cleanses, and also quenches the thirst. Do not
let anyone imagine, then; that either the Spirit will do without the
water, or the water without the Spirit. For there must be both.
Hence, then, the things that we all require are the constant ackriow
ledgment of the Lord, and the constant practice of the truth, even,
as it were, by our own effort (Matt. vii. 21).

But there are, in heaven, families and houses, that is, general and
particular states of good. And we cannot separate these, although
they are to be distinguished. We must belong, for example, to some
heavenly society, and, also, we vmust have our own specific use or
function in it. How relatively imperfect are the associations of this
world ; and how often does it happen that a person has a business
in which he is engaged many years, or throughout life, which is
quite uncongenial. But it is not so in regeneration, nor will it be
so in heaven. Can we imagine anything so delightful as right
associations, and the perfect suitability of the function to thes.person,
and of the person to the function? N ow this makes us understand
how heaven is what it is from state, and not from place. And
therefore th.e Lor~ leads .the regenerating man, by a way that he
knows not, Into this true liberty of the children of God, even through
the adverse circumstances in which, nevertheless, he is faithful and
obedient.

Again, by their polls, every male, must join the army of the Lord.
This ~eans that a man must do so, as to his own particular under
standing of truth, and as to his own life thence derived, because the
new life is formed by truths, into which good is insinuated bv the
Lord; for the life which a man has by natural birth cannot be
regenerated, and vitiates the truths first received into the memory
and understanding. The reason is, because it is the selfish life.
And henc~ .it is sa~d, "by their polls," every male, evidently involving
g~od ~onJolned with tr~th,.by the removal of evil internally, since
faith In th.e best sense. implies this, 30, and the polling, or counting
by heads, Involves the Influence of good in the selection and arrange
ment of truths, 10,2 II' 3728. The practical teachina here involved
therefore, is that each ought carefully to cultivate his own capacity
for good.

But,. further, the male lUUSt be from twenty years old and upward,
and th is, as we have already seen, denotes a state of intelligence as
to truths; and he must be able to go forth to war, or, spiritually to
en&age . successfully in temptations. What a. very extensive and
active life do these .two. requirements include! I-Ie is not intelligent
as. to truths, who IS simply a great man of science, or a natural
p.hllosopher, or even a great theologian. Very few indeed, compara
tively, can be such. But everyone is intelligent in truths, if he only
knows a few, and at the same time knows how to use them from
the best and highest motives. And hence it is said of the king that
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should one day reign over the Israelites, "He shall not multiply
horses to himself'," because the horse denotes intelligence, and
multiplying horses signifies intelligence that is active from selfish
motives, or for the sake of worldly glory. And then, again, consider
what is implied in spiritual conflicts of the right kind. A man who
has a strong natural tendency to be passionate, has been known
suddenly to restrain, and apparently to overcome that tendency from
a strong selfish desire not to offend a person in whose presence he
was ; and thus to overcome the temptation, as we might say; but
this was not properly a spiritual temptation, which requires that
the person tempted should resist evil, because to do evil is to sin
against the Lord; because he loves the truth; or because he desires
to be good.

With regard to the signification and order of the tribes, we do
not need to say more than is contained in the introductory note;
but it is necessary to consider the numbering of each tribe. Spirit
ually to number is to perceive the quality of things; and, of course,
the power to do this is from the Lord. And it is interesting t.o
observe, in this chapter, that the numbers of each of the tribes do
describe its quality in harmony with the signification of the tribe.
And this is easily ascertained by going through the series of the
internal sense of each verse and making the comparison, at the
same time noting that the correspondence of each number is accord
ing to the signification of the fundamental numbers in each case, as
the references show. And this holds good not only as to each tribe,
but also as to all the tribes taken together in vera 46.

The great lesson, therefore, that we may all learn from the study
of this subject, is that names and numbers are particularly applied
and accepted, in the Word throughout, to the requirement of the
in ternal sense; and yet that, by Divine Providence, they are har
monious also in the literal sense, since the sum of all the numbers
in each tribe is exactly equal to the total number for aJI the tribes
together. Now some people, while admitting a general providence,
are not disposed to think that there is a particular providence in
regard to all things, although we are assured that the very hairs of
our head are numbered, in order to impress this upon us. But the
government of the Infinite Lord is not like that of an earthly sovereign,
\V~o rules ?y m.eans,?f subordinate officials; for this is contrary to
a Just and intelligent Idea of the Infinite. The Lord, therefore rules
in particulars as the Infinite and not as the finite at the same time
that there is also an orderly subordination en 'account of Divine
Providence being general as well as particular. And hence we arrive
at ~he truth that. the Lord's operation is as much in particular things
as In general things, and that He cares for each individual as much
as for the whole community. And, undoubtedly the more we realize
this particular providence of the Lord, the more'we shall feel con ten t
in Hiyn. But ~f we indulge the notion that, so to speak, He is too
bus)~ In governIng generally to watch over ourselves and provide for
us, It follows that we must fall into doubts and anxieties. We have
only to look back over our own lives, however, in order to discover'
that unless we had been particularly taken care of we should
ce~ta~nly have been ruined by our own waywardness and folly. And.
this IS felt even by the angels, 868. We cannot think therefore
that any human being either in heaven or in hell is not constantly
protected by the infinite mercy and lovingkindness of the Lord in a
~lloSt pa~ticular nlanner.. And all this happens without interfering'
In thp. slightest degree with the proper exercise, by everyone of his~
own life. '

CHAPTER I

I?ut now, there is one more point which has not been considered.
It. IS that the trib.e of Levi was not permitted to be numbered along
;vlth the other tribes, but, as we shall see, afterwards distinctly by
Itself. What, then, does this indicate spiritually? It is that, during
:egeneratl?n, no one can know fully what his true spiritual position
IS. That 1~, no.on~ can disc~rn. his own particular good, except very
obsc~rely, In this life. For It IS good, or charity, or love, which is
spe~1fic~lly denoted by t?e tribe of Levi. But this want of perception,
which IS sure to cease In the end, need not discourage us. I t arises
~ron: our imperfect preparatory states; and everyone knows that,
In hIS early life, he had not any idea, even of his natural capacities,
such as he knows them to be later on in life. In due time, there
fore, we shall reap the reward of all our earnest labours to attain
to the higher life, if we faint not.



CHAPTER II

essential Divine principles.
which are immediately from
the Lord and make heaven.

CHAPTER II

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. Revelation is made that each individual of the Spiritual Church
has his specific position in his own heaven according to the general
principles thereof, verso 1-2.

2. There are four general principles, namely, celestial love, ver.
3; faith from charity, ver. 10; the same in the natural degree, ver.
18; and the affirmation of truth in the natural degree, ver. 25.

3. Their principles of action are as follows: Truth immediately
proceeding from good; faith from charity which is the foundation of
the church; obedience to truth from the love of good; and truth
which .aids, derived from Divine Truth 'which protects man in
temptations, verso 3, ro, 18, 25.

4. All changes of state with the angels and with the man of the
.church are effected from the central principle of love, ver. 17.

5. The general quality, according to ordination and arrangement
.by the Lord, of those in the four leading divisions is described, as
well as the quality of each division subordinate to these, and the
quality of the whole heaven or of the whole church taken together,
·vers. 4-32.

6. But' good itself, apart from truth, cannot be known as to its
.quality, ver, 33.

7. And thus the angels are always obedient to Divine Truth, or
to the laws of Divine Order; and they become more and more per
fected according to the ordination and arrangement of truths as
.depending on the state of good, ver. 34.

3. And those that pitch
on the east side toward the
sunrising shall be they of
the standard of the camp of
Judah, according to their
'hosts: and the prince of the
children of Judah shall be
Nahshon the son of .Am
minadab.

4. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were threescore and
fourteen thousand and six
hundred.

5. And those that pitch
next unto him shall be the
tribe of Issachar : and the
prince of the children of
Issachar shall be Nethanel
the son of Zuar :

3. Those who are in celes
tial love which is love to the
Lord, and in the truths imme
diately proceeding from that
love, have their positions in
the inmost heaven in orderly
arrangement; and the primary
principle from which they act,
is truth, immediately proceed
ing from good.

4. And their universal
quality, according to ordina
tion and arrangement, is a
state of rest and peace, arising
from the conjunction of good
and truth through victory in
temptation.

5. Those who are in mutual
love, which is celestial con
jugial love, have their posi tion
in the rniddle degree of the
third heaven; and the general
principle from which they act
is the good of inmost truth
derived from inmost love
which is a state of profound
humility .

"f'I-IF CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto Aaron,
saying',

2. The children of Israel
shall pitch every man by his
own standard, with the en
signs of their fathers'
houses: over against the
tent of meeting shall they
pitch round about.

1. And there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth and Divine Good giving
further perception,

2. That each individual of
the Spiritual Church has his
specific position in his own
heaven, according to. the
general principle thereof, and
according to the truth as
derived from its correspond
ing good, subordinate to

6. And his host, and
those that were numbered
thereof, were fifty and four
thousand and four hundred:

7. .L4 rid the tribe of Zebu
tun: and the prince of the
children of Zebulun shall be
El iab the son of Helen :

6. And their universal qual
ity, according to ordination
and arrangement, is full con
j unction as to good and truth
resulting from a state of
celestial love and peace inter
nally.

7. Those who are in the
heavenly marriage, which is
the conjunction of goodness
and truth, have their position
in the ultimate degree of the
third heaven; are also the
medium of conjunction be
tween the third heaven and
the middle heaven; and the
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8. And his host, and
those that were numbered
thereof, were fifty and seven
thousand and four hundred.

9. All that were numbered
of the camp of Judah were
an hundred thousand and
fourscore thousand and six
thousand and four hundred,
according to their hosts.
They shall set forth first.

10. On the south side
shall be the standard of the
camp of Reuben according
to their hosts: and the
prince of the children of
Reuben shall be Elizur the
son of Shedeur.

I I. And his host, and
those that were numbered
thereof, were forty and six
thousand and five hundred.

12. And those that pitch
next unto him shall be the
tribe of Simeon: and the
prince of the children of

general principle from which
they act is truth conjoined
with good and proceeding
from it.

8. And their universal qual
ity, according to ordination
and arrangement, is fulness
of conjunction as to good
and truth in the celestial
heaven involving the same
between the celestial and
spiritual heavens with a state
of rest and peace in the spirit
ual and natural degrees as
well as. in the celestial.

9. And the quality of the
third heaven from celestial
love is perfection of good and
truth in conjunction, acquired
through a full course of spirit-_
ual combat and victory in
orderly arrangement, celestial
love really ruling both in the
course of regeneration, and
in the progressions of life in
heaven to eternity.

10. Those who are in faith
from charity and conjoined
therewith, have their position
in· the middle heaven, in
orderly arrangement; and the
general principle from which
the>, ac~, is faith from charity
which IS the foundation of
the Church.

. I I. And t~eir universal qual
ity, according to ordination
and arrangement, is truth
co~firmed by victory in temp
ration both as to understand
ing and will in all fulness.

12. And those who are in
the principle of obedience
from the good of truth, have
their posi tion in the middle
degree of the middle heaven;

Simeon shall be Shelumiel
the son of Zurishaddai:

13. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were fifty and nine
thousand and three hun
dred:

14. And the tribe of Gad:
and the prince of the chil
dren of Gad shall be Elia
saph the son of Reuel :

15. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were forty and five
thousand and six hundred
and fifty.

16. All that were num
bered of the camp of Reuben
were an hundred thousand
and fifty and one thousand
and four hundred and fifty,
according to their hosts.
Arid they shall set forth
·second.

17. Then the tent of meet
ing shall set forward, with
the camp of the Levites in
the midst of the camps: as
they encamp, so shall they

and the general principle from
which they act is obedience
giving peace with God, and
founded on the power of
faith from charity.

13. And their universal qual
ity, according to ordination
and. arr~ngement, is incipient
conjunction and completeness
as to truths.

14. Those who are in good
works, not from simple obedi
ence as in a state of instruc
tion, nor from a principle of
faith as in the course of
regeneration, but from the
conjunction of faith and
charity, have their position in
the ultimate degree of the
second or middle heaven; and
the. general principle from
WhI~h they act is the per
fection of good and truth in
conjunction derived from
Divine knowledge now seen
from a state of charity.

. IS. And t~eir universal quaI
l ty, according to ordination
and arrangement, is fulness
of the can junction of good
a.nd truth through tempta
tions.

16. And the quality of the
second or middle heaven from
faith conjoined with charity
is fulness as to these in thai
conjunction, as distinguished
from the fulness of celestial
love in the inmost heaven.

17· But all changes of state
with the man of the church
and with the angels, are
effected from the central prin
ciple of love which is immedi-
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set forward, every man in
his place, by their standards.

18. On the west side shall
be the standard of the camp
of Ephraim according to
their hosts: and the prince
of the children of Ephraim
shall be Elishama the son
of Ammihud.

19. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were forty thousand
and five hundred.

20. And next unto him
shall be the tribe of Marias
seh: and the prince of the
children of Manasseh shall
be Gamaliel the son of
Pedahzur:

2 I. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were thirty and two
thousand and t\VO hundred:

22. And the tribe of Ben
jamin : and the prince of the
children of Benjamin shall
be Abidan the son of
Gideoni:

ately from the Lord, while
yet progress as to individual
life is at once in freedom and
in harmony with general
truths.

18. Those who are in faith
from charity, in truth from
good, or in intelligence from
affection in the inmost of the
natural man, have their posi
tion in the' obscure good of
the ultimate heaven, which
is celestial-natural in orderly
arrangement; and the general
principle from which they act
is obedience to truth from the
love of good.

19. And their universal qual
ity according to ordination
and arrangement, is fulness
of the perception of good and
truth as the result of conflict
and victory in temptations.

20. Those who are in the
new will of good in the
natural man have their posi
tion in the middle degree of
the ultimate heaven; and the
general principle from which
they act is the love of reward
as if from self, the knowledge
of truth and separation from
evil, derived from the Lord
through the work of redemp
tion.

2 I. And their universal qual
ity according to ordination
and arrangement is fulness of
the conjunction of charity and
faith.

22. Those who are in the
life of truth derived from
good in the natural man have
their position as the medium
between the interior natural
and the exterior, or between'

23. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were thirty and five
thousand and four hundred.

24. All that were num
bered of the camp of
Ephraim were an hundred
thousand. and eight thou
sand and an hundred, ac
cording to their hosts. And
they shall set forth third.

2S. On the north side
shall be the standard of the
camp of Dan according to
their hosts: and the prince
of the children of Dan shall
be Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai.

26. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were threescore and
two thousand and seven
hundred.

27. And those that pitch

the interior celestial-natural
and the exterior spiritual
natural in the ultimate heaven;
and the general principle from
which they act, is truth from
good springing from opposi
tion to evil.

23. And their universal qual
ity, according to ordination
and arrangement, is fulness of
rest and peace for the natural
man as the result of conjunc
tion with the spiritual through
the activity of ultimate spirit
ual life.

24. And the quality of the
ultimate heaven as to the
celestial of the natural, from
faith conjoined with charity, is
fulness of conjunction of the
natural man with the spiritual,
and of the exterior natura!
with the interior, producing
a new state of life both as to
good and as to truth.

25. Those who are in the
affirmation of truth, in the
natural man, have their posi
tion in the obscure truth of
the ultimate heaven, which is
spiritual-natural as distin
guished from celestial-natural,
in orderly arrangement; and
the general principle from
which they act is good which
aids, derived from Divine
Truth which protects man in
temptations.

26. And their universa!
quality as to ordination and
arrangement is fulness of the
conjunction of truth wi th
good, in the natural man pro
ducing a state of holiness and
peace there.

27. Those who are in ex-
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next unto him shall be the
tribe of Asher: and the
prince of the children of
Asher shall be Pagiel the
son of Ochran :

28. And his host, and
those that were numbered of
them, were forty and one
thousand and five hundred:

29. And the tribe of
Naphtali: and the prince
of the children of N aphtali
shall be Ahira the son of
Enan:

terior natural delight have
their position in the obscure
good of the ultimate heaven
which is distinguished as
spiritual-natural; and the gen
eral principle from which they
act, is opposition to evil
derived from a state of trial
or afflictions.

28. And, their universal qual
ity according to ordination
and arrangement, is delight
derived from a full course of
spiritual temptation, a new
state, and full conjunction
with truths affirmed.

29. And lastly those who
are in resistance to evil in the
ultimate degree of the. natural
man, have their position in
the .lowest degree of the ulti
mate heaven which is dis
tinguished as spiritual-natural ;
And the general principle
from which they act, is good
derived from the truth of the
Divine Word.

were numbered of the camps
according to their hosts were
six hundred thousand and
three thousand and five hun
dred and fi fty.

33. But the Levites were
not numbered alTIOng the
children of Israel; as the
LORD commanded Moses.

34. Thus did the children
of Israel: according to all
that the LORD commanded
Moses, so they pitched by
their standards, and so they
set forward, everyone by
their families, according to
their fathers' houses.

celestial love, including that
love as operating in every
degree and on every plane, is
the totality of good acquired
through a full course of spirit
ual temptations and com
pleteness and fulness as to
truths conjoined with that
good.

33. But good itself, apart
from truth, cannot be known
as to its quality, this being
according to Divine Truth
from Divine Good.

34. And the man of the
Spiritual Church in the
heavens is always obedient
to Divine Good as manifested
by Divine Truth, the orderly
arrangement of the heavens
being perfect in all respects;
and progress in life being
more and more perfect accord
ing to the arrangement of
truths as depending on the
state of good.

30. And his host, .and
those that were numbered of
them, were fifty and three
thousand and four hundred.

3 I. All that were num
bered of the camp of Dan
were an hundred thousand
and fifty and seven thousand
and six hundred. They
shall set forth hindmost by
their standards.

32. These are they that
were numbered of the chil
dren of Israel by their
fathers' houses: all that

30. And their universal
quality according to ordination
and arrangement is fulness
and completeness as to truth
conjoined with good, and per
fect freedom even in ultimates.

3 I. And the quality of the
ultimate heaven, as to the
spiritual of the natural is a
full state of heavenly rest and
peace arising from complete
victory in temptations.

32. Thus the combined
quality of the. Spiritual Church
in the heavens, as to ordina
tion and arrangement from

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. Th~s is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
~s to ,HIS love, 2?~I; by speaking- is denoted influx, 2951; by Mose-s
IS represe.n~ed DIVItle Truth, or the Word, 7010; by Aaron is repre
sented DIVIne Good, 9946; and by saying is denoted perception.
1791, 1822.

.2. The chi}dren of Israel pitching every man by his own standard,
with the ensigns of their fathers' houses, denotes that each individual
of the Spiritual Church has his specific position in his own heaven,
acc?rding- to the general principle thereof, and according- to the truth
denyed from its corresp?ndin.Rg".ood, 3654, 1616, 8624, 683; and over
agaInst the tent of meeting pitching: round about, denotes subordinate
to essential Divine principles, which are immediately from the Lord,
and make heaven, 35403, 2973 3.

3. The -east side toward the sunrising, denotes the inmost heaven;
3708, 9668; the camp, denoteu orderly arrangement in heaven, 4236;
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Judah, denotes celestial love, 3880; the standard, denotes the truth
immediately proceeding, because it denotes protection from faith
conjoined with love, 8624; according to their hosts, or armies,
denotes according to genera and species of good in truths, 7236; and
the prince of the children of Judah being N ahshon the son of Am
rninadab, denotes that the primary principle from which they act is
this truth immediately proceeding from good, chap. i. 7.

4. The host of Nahshon, and they that were numbered of thern ,
being three score and fourteen thousand and six hundred, denotes
that their universal quality according to ordination and arrangement
is a state of rest and peace, arising from the conjunction of good and
truth through victory in temptation, chap. i. 27.

5. Those that pitch next being the tribe of Issachar, denotes that
those who are in mutual love, which is celestial conjugial love, have
their position in the spiritual degree of the third heaven, 3956; and
the prince of the children of Issachar, being N ethanel the son of
Zuar, denotes that the general principle from which they act is the
good of inmost truth derived from inmost love, which is a state of
profound humility, chap. i. 8.

6. The host of Nethanel and those that were numbered of them
being fifty and four thousand and four hundred, denotes that their
universal quality according to ordination and arrang-ement, is full
conjunction as to good and truth, resulting from a state of celestial
love and peace internally, chap. i. 29.

7. The tribe of Zebulun, denotes those who are in the heavenly
marriage, which is the conjunction of goodness and truth, have their
position in the ultimate degree of the third heaven, and are also the
medium of the conjunction between the third heaven and the middle
heaven, 3960-1; the prince of the children of Zebulun being Eliad
the son of Helen, denotes that the general principle from which they
act is truth conjoined with good and proceeding from it, chap. i. 9;
and the reason why Issachar and Zebulun, denote, respectively,
those who are in the middle and ultimate degrees of the third heaven
is because they were a part of the camp of Judah, who denotes
celestial love, 3880.

8. The host of Eliab, and those that were numbered thereof being
fifty and seven thousand and four hundred, denotes that their
universal quality, according to ordination and arrangement, is full
conjunction as to good and truth in the celestial heaven, including
the same between the celestial and spiritual heavens, with a state of
rest and peace in the Spiritual and natural degrees as well as in the
celestial, chap. i. 3 r.

9. All that were numbered of the camp of Judah being a hundred
thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred,
according to their hosts; and their setting forward first, denotes that
the quality of the third heaven from celestial love is perfection of
good and truth in conjunction, acquired through a full course of
spiritual combat and victory, in orderly arrangement, celestial love
really ruling both in the course of regeneration, and in the pro
gressions of life in heaven to eternity; because Judah denotes celestial
love, 3880; a hundred thousand and fourscore thousand, or one
hundred and eighty thousand, denotes a full state of temptations,

'4617; eighty-six also denotes celestial good acquired by means of
temptations, 1963; four hundred, denotes conjunction, 4341; the
camp, denotes orderly arrangement, 4236; and it is said "celestial
love really ruling both in the course of regeneration and in the pro
gressions of life in heaven," since the number named in this verse,
is the total of the numbers named for the three tribes both in this
chapter and in chapter i. ; and the canlp of Judah first setting forward
also involves the same truth, 3324.

10. The south, denotes the middle heaven, 9684; the camp, denotes
orderly arrangement in heaven, 4236; Reuben, denotes faith from
charity and conjoined therewith, 38632; the standard, denotes truth,
8624; according to their hosts, or armies, denotes according to genera
and species of good and truth, 7236; and the prince of the children
of Reuben being- Elizur the son of Shedeur, denotes that the general
or primary principle from which they act is faith from charity which
is the foundation of the church, chap. i. 5.

I I. The host of Elizur and those that were numbered thereof being
forty and six thousand and five hundred, denotes that their universal
quality, according to ordination and arrangement is truth confirmed
by victory in temptation both as to understanding and will in all
fulness, chap. i. 21.

12. Those that pitch next being the tribe of Simeon, denotes that
those who are in the principle of obedience from the good of truth,
have their position in the middle degree of the middle heaven, 3869;
and the prince of the children of Simeon being Shelumiel the son
of Zurishaddai, denotes that the primary or general principle fro 111

which they act, is obedience giving peace w i th God, and' founded
on the po\ver of faith from charity, chap. i. 6.

13. The host of Shelumiel and those that were numbered of them
being fifty and nine thousand and three hundred, denotes that their
universal quality according to ordination and arrangement is in
cipient conjunction and completeness as to truths, chap. i. 23.

14. The tribe of Gad, denotes that those who are in good works,
not from simple obedience, as in a state of instruction, nor from a
principle of faith, as in the course of regeneration, hut from the
conjunction of faith and charity, have their position in the ultimate
degree of the second or middle heaven, 3934; the prince of the
children of Gad being Elisaph the son of Reuel, denotes that the
general principle from which they act is the perfection of good and
truth in conjunction derived from revelation, or from Divine know
ledge, now seen from a state of charity, chap. i. 14; and the reason
why Simeon and Gad, denote, respectively, those who are in the
middle and ultimate degrees of the second or middle heaven, is
because they were a part of the canlp of Reuben, who denotes faith
from charity, 38632.

15. The host of Elisaph, and those that were numbered of them
being forty and five thousand and six hundred and fifty, denotes that
~heir universal quality, according to ordination and arrangement,
IS fulness of the conjunction of good and truth through temptations,
chap. i. 25.

I 16...All that were numbered of the canlp of Reuben being a hu~dr~d
thousand and fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty

D
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according to their hosts; and then setting forward second, denotes
that the quality of the second or middle heaven from faith conjoined
wi th charity is fulness as to these, in that conjunction, as distin
guished from the fulness of celestial love in- the inmost heaven.
Reuben, denotes faith from charity, 38632; one hundred and fifty,
denotes the end of the old church or state and the beginning of the
new church or state, 812, 813, and therefore it also denotes the end
of the state of being regenerated and the beginning of the new or
heavenly state, and thus fulness, it being also a multiple of fifty,
2252, 5291, besides which the addition of one intensifies this idea
of fulness, and implies also newness of state, 9616, 8400; four
hundred and fifty, denotes conjunction and fulness, 4341, 2252; the
camp denotes orderly arrangement, 4236; according to their hosts,
or armies, denotes according to the genera and species of good
and truth, 7236; and their setting forward second, denotes as dis
tinguished from the fulness of celestial love in the inmost heaven,
who set forth first, ver. 9.

17. The tent of meeting setting forward with the camp of the
Levites in the midst of the camps, denotes that all changes of state
with the man of the church, and with the angels, are effected from
the central principle of love, which is immediately from the Lord,
because by the tent of meeting are denoted the principles that make
the church and heaven, 35403, by its setting forward is denoted a
change of state, or progression, 3335, the camp denotes in orderly
arrangement, 4236, and by the camp of the Levites in the midst is
denoted the central principle of love from the Lord, 3875, 3877;
and as they encamp so their setting forward every man in his place
by their standards, denotes that yet progress in individual life is at
once in freedom and in harmony with general truths, because by
H as they encamp," is denoted orderly arrangement by the Lord,
4236; so setting forward denotes progression, 3335, by each man in
his place is denoted according to individual good, or love and thus in
freedom, 2625, and being by their standards,denotes in harmony
with general truths, and thus under Divine protection, 8624.

18. The west denotes the obscure good of the ultimate heaven
which is celestial-natural 3708, 9755; the. camp denotes orderly
arrangement in heaven, 4236; Ephraim denotes those who are in
faith from charity, in truth from good, or in intelligence from affec
tion in the inmost of the natural man, 6238, 5355; the standard
denotes truth, 8624; according to their hosts, or armies, denotes
according to genera and species of good and truth, 7236; and the
prince of the children of Ephraim being Elisharna the son of
Arnrnihud, denotes that the general principle from which they act
in obedience to truth from the love of good, chap. i. 10.

Ig. The host of Elishama and those that were numbered of them
being forty thousand and five hundred, denotes that their universal
quality according to ordination and arrangement, is fulness of the
perception of good and truth as the result of conflict and victory in
temptations, chap. i. 3"3.

20. The next unto him being the tribe of Manasseh, denotes that
those who are in the new will of good in the natural man, have
their position in the middle degree of the ultimate heaven, 6238,
535 I ; and the prince of the children of Manasseh being Gamaliel the
son of Pedahzur, denotes that the general principle from which

..they act is the love of reward as if from self, the knowledge of the
truth, and separation from evil, derived from the Lord through the
work of redemption, chap. i. 10.

2 I. The host of Gamaliel, and those that were numbered of them
being thirty and t\VO thousand and two hundred, denotes that their
universal quality according to ordination and arrangement, is fulness
of the conjunction of charity and faith, chap. i, 35.

22. The tribe of Benjamin, denotes that those who are in the
life of truth derived from good in the natural man, have their position
as the medium between the interior natural and the exterior, or
between the interior celestial-natural and the exterior spiritual-natural
in the ultimate heaven, 45855, 4592; the prince of the children of
Benjamin being Abida n the son of Gideoni, denotes that the g eneral
principle from which they act is truth from good springing from
opposition to evil, chap. i. I I; and the reason why Ma nasseh and
Benjamin denote, respectively, those who are in the middle and
ultimate degrees of the ultimate heaven, is because they were a pn rt
of the canlp of Ephraim. who denotes those in faith from charity in
the inmost of the natural man, 6238, 5355.

23. The host of Abidan, and those that were numbered of them
being thirty and five thousand and four hundred, denotes that their
universal quality, according to ordination and arrangement, is fulness
of rest and peace for the natural man, as the result of conjunction
with the spiritual, through the activity of ultimate spiritual Iife ,
chap. i. 37.

24. All that were numbered of the camp of Ephraim being 'a
hundred thousand and eight thousand and a hundred according to
their hosts; and their setting forth third, denotes that the quality of
the ultimate heaven as to the celestial of the natural, from faith
conjoined with charity, is fulness of conjunction of the natural man
with the spiritual, and of the exterior natural with the interior,
producing a new state of life both as to good and as to truth.
Ephraim denotes faith from charity in the inmost of the natural man,
6238, 5355; one hundred, and also one hundred thousand denote
fulness, 2636, 5291, and, on the same principle, eight and also eight
thousand denote a new state, 2°44; the camp denotes orderly arrange
ment, 4236; according to their hosts, denotes according to genera
and species of good and truth, 7236; and their setting forward third,
evidently denotes the distinction of the heaven they represent from
the superior heavens.

25. 'The north denotes the obscure truth of the ultimate heaven
which is spiri rual-natura l as distinguished from celestial-natural,
370S, 9648; Dan denotes those who are in the affirmation of truth
in the natural 11lan,·3g23, 6396; ·the standard denotes truth, 8624;
the camp denotes orderly arrangement, 4236; according to their
hosts, denotes according- to genera and species of good and truth.
7236; and the prince of the children of Dan being Ahiezer the son of
Ammishaddai, denotes that the general principle upon which they
net is good which aids, derived from Divine Truth which protects
man in temptations, chap. i. 12.

2h. The host of Ahiezer, and these that were numbered of them,
heing- three score nnd two thousand and seven hundred. denotes
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that their universal quality according to or.dination .and arrange
merit is fulness of the conjunction of truth with good 111 th~ natural
man, producing a state of holiness and peace there, chap. 1. 39·

2i. Those that pitch next to him being- the tribe of A.sher, .d~~not~s
that those who are in exterior natural delight have their position In
the obscure good of the ultimate heaven which is distinguished as
spiritual-naturul , 3939, 6410,; and-the prince of the children of. As.her
beinsr Pruriel the son of Ochran, denotes that the general principle
frol1~ \vhi~h they act, is opposition to evil derived from a state of
trial or affliction, chap. i. 13.

28. The host of Pagiel, and those that were numbered of thel:l
being forty and one thousand and five hundred, denotes t.hat t.heIr
universal quality according to or~i~ation and a~rangenlent, IS deltght
derived from a full course of spiritual temptation, a new state, and
full conjunction with truths affirmed, chap. i. 41.

29. The tribe of N aphtali, denotes that those who are in resis~

ance to evil in the ultimate degree of the natural man ~av~ th~Ir
position in the lowest degree of the ultimate he~ven, which I~ dIS
tinguished as spiritual-natural, 3928, 6413; the pnnce of the children
of Naphtali being Ahira the son of Enan, denotes that the general
principle from which they act is good derived from the truth of tI:e
Divine \Vord, chap. i. 15; and the reason why ~sher and Naphtali,
denote, respectively, the obscure good of the middle degree of the

'ultinlate heaven, which is distinguished as spiritu?l-;tatu:al, ar: d
in the lowest degree of the ultimate heaven thus distinguished, IS
because they were a part of the, caf!1p of Dan, who denotes tho_se
who are in' ,the affirmation of truth in the natural man, 3923, 6396.

30. The host of Ahira and of those that were numbered of then~,
being fifty and three thousand and four hundred, denotes tha~ their
universal quality, according to ordina~i~n and. arrangement, IS ful
ness and completeness as to truth conjoined with good, and perfect
Ireedorn even in ultimates, chap. i. 43.

3 T. All that were numbered of the ca~np of Dan being a. hund.red
thousand and fifty-seven thousand, and SiX hundred; and their setting
forth hindmost by their standards, denotes, that the quality of the
ultimate heaven, as to the spiritual of the natural, is a full state of
heavenly rest and' peace, arising f~onl complete yictory in te.111pta
tions. Dan denotes those who are m the' affirmation of truth' In the
natural 111an, 3923, 6396; the camp denotes orderly a'rr.ange:nent,
4236; one hundred and fifty thousand, denotes fulness, It being a
multiple of fifty, 2252, 5291; seven thousand denote.s a st~te of rest
and peace, 85 I, and six hundred denotes through victory.1n tempta
tions, 737; by their standards denotes according to protecting t~uths,

8624 ; and their setting forward hindmost, denotes. the. ultimate
heaven as distinguished from the superio'r, heavens, as IS evident.

32. These being. they that. wer.e numb€f~?. of the childret; of Israel,
'denotes the combined .quality of the Sp~ntual Church .In ?eaven.
10,2 Ii, 365.4, 35403; by their fathers' ~ouses, denotes ordln~t10n and
arranjrernent from the Lord by cel.estlal- lov~, 3703 1

, 7833; a}l that
were numbered of the camps according to their hosts, dsaotes Includ
ing that love as operating in eyery degree arid on every plane, 4236,
'37081.\ 7236; six hundred thousand, denotes the totality 'Of good

acquired through a full course of spiritual temptations, i973, 737;
and three thousand and five hundred and fifty, denote completeness
and fulness as to truths conjoined with that good, 10,49 2, 10,253.

33. The Levites not being numbered among the children of Israel
as the. Lord commanded Moses, denotes that good itself apart from
truth, cannot be known as to its quality, this being according to
Divine Truth from Divine Good, 3875, 3879, 10.217, 2001, 5486, 7010.

34. The children of Israel thus doing, according to all tha t. the
Lord commanded Moses, denotes that the man of the Spiritual
Church in the heavens is always obedient to Divine Good as mani
fested in Divine Truth, 3654, 2001, 5486, 7010; or pitching the!r
standards, denotes that the orderly arrangements of the heavens IS

perfect in all respects, 1616, 8624; so they set forward, denotes pro
gress in life more and more perfect, 3335; and everyone by their
families, according to their fathers' houses, denotes according- to the
arrangement of truths as depending on their state of good, 7833,
9807.

In commencing our reflections on this chapter, we have to go
back to the last and consider the names of the persons who were
the c'aptains of the army of each of the four camps, and the names
of their fathers, because .they are repeated here. I t is well known
that the name of a person or thing, denotes its quality; that a father
denotes good, and his son truth thence derived; but the thing to be
particularly noticed is the spiritual signification of the names derived
from the correspondence of their meaning-s. For the correspondence
cannot be with a mere name, but must depend upon its meaning.
But this correspondence, whenever it occurs in the Word, must neces
sarily agree with the series of the things spoken of, and therefore,
we find that this is the case with the names in the subject before us;
and thus we have another remarkable example and an illustration of
the operation of Divine Providence in the composition of the Word
and also in the affairs of the Israelites. For these people were,
generally speaking, quite at liberty in choosing the names of their
children, and also in choosing their captains, except in some particular
instances mentioned in the Word, as here; and vet it must have been
providential that the name chosen, and the captain chosen in each
case, was the right one for giving the correspondence required.

Let us now consider the four camps, namely, Judah, Reuben,
Ephraim, and Dan. And here it is to be observed that the general
correspondence of three things has to be in 'harmony, these being
the position, the name of the camp, and the name of the leader.
And as the position, or quarter, comes first, it determines the specific
quality of the other two. NO\V, the east, as we have seen, signifies
this, the Lord, celestial love from H irn .and thence the inmost or
third heaven. I t is this love therefore that determines the position
of everyone in heaven, to whichever k ingdorn , and to whatev
heaven he may belong. I t is love from the Lord, and thence to th
Lord, that makes heaven. And if, therefore, we know what the
Lord's love is, then, and then onlv, shall we kriow what heaven is in
general and in particular. It is no slight matter properly to be able
to distinguish bet\veengood and evil. In general, nlany things
nlay be considered good which are really evil, and the reverse. But
COining-to the universal thing, and thus to the universal love, which
is the Lord, and is from Hjrnv-we can thus grasp the character of
true love, or real goodness. The Lord's love is the love of C001

municatlng life, joy, happiness andvpeace : and in .His pure love,
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there is no shadow of selfishness. The Lord is good to everyone
and His tender mercies are over all His works. And this being so,
it follows that such ought to be the love' of 111an, who by creation
is an image and likeness of the Lord, and should become so by
regeneration,' But man cannot communicate' life, except mediately,
and thus he can only communicate joy, happiness, peace mediately.
And yet If he desires and determines to do this, from the Lord, then
he will , in some measure, realize what the love of the Lord, and
love to the Lord, is. And also, then he ,\vill realize that the opposite
of this love, namely, selfishness, is what 'constitutes evil, and that
it is entirelyfrom man, by the abuse of the Lord's life or love that
t10\VS continually into him, From the Lord's love then, we know
the difference between good and evil, and we know also that we
ourselves' are the origin of evil. But because we are hU1113n beings
and are free, we are not obliged to be evil; and we may be good,
like the Lord, each' in his own degree, and upon his own plane if \VC

choose. And hence now we see why the east, or why love, cernes
first.

But, secondly, this is the ~al11p of Judah, who had his name from
confession. And celestial angels of the third heaven are they who,
in the highest and best sense, acknowledge that they have no love
but the Lord's love, and that, of themselves, they are nothing but
evil. .But remember, we can all do this in our measure, because the
Lord enters into us all, immediately from Himself, and mediately
through the heavens, and never forsakes us.

And, thirdly, we must also remember that love never fights,
although it is, as we shall see, the centre of the camps. And on
this accoun tit is, that there must be a 'captain of the camp of Judah,
whose name, we have discovered, ll1eans,spirituaIly, the capacity to
perceive the truth in the light of truth proceeding immediately fr om
good. But even this high state is imaged in the lower heavens, and
in the church generally; for the Lord '-says, "If any 11"1,an willeth to
do His will, he shall know of the teaohing" (J ohn vii. 17). And Yet
Samson, who represents the celestial man, was remarkable ~S a
fighter, slaying a thousand men with the jawbone of an ass. The
lesson is, that truth from love, operating in a lower sphere, over
comes all evil and falsity by the genuine literal sense of the Word ;
and therefore we observe,· too, the peculiar mean ing of N ahshon as a
serpent in this connection, chap. 1. 7. The fact is that truth pro
ceeding from love on a lower plane resists 'evil, very oowcrful ly;
evil from-Its very nature being averted from it, or repelled without
conflict, and therefore the" heavens are,' all of them.vsecure against
the incursions of evil spirits (Matt. x. 16). '
"The second camp was on the south, and denotes the spiritual

heaven and church, because, as the east signifies the highest state
of love, so the south, where the sun is in 'the' meridian, sig-nifies the
B"rea.test state of l~ght.~h~nce derived in the next lower deg~ee, which
IS faith grounded 111 chanty. .Andthus the spiritual heaven is derived
from the celestial, and, generally, our state as to the knowledge and
love o! truth is derived from our state as toIove and charity. Hence,
then, It was the camp of Reuben, who was named ,from seeing, that
was on the south; while the leader Elizur the son of Shedeur had
a name which signifies faith, which is: the .foundation of the 'church,
and is derived from charity, chap. i. 5. Our practical lesson, there':'
"fore" in this. c?l1nection is~ that the truth by' nleans of which we
overcome evIl IS fronl -the Lord "by nleans of the "Vord. For no
amount of n'atural light only, or of natura.!, intelli~nc~,'\viII enable
us to see spiritually', or to discern our'spiritilal enclnics in ourselves,

which are to be overcome. The foundation of our faith 111USt be
on the Rock : "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my
oh~rch, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it" (Matt.
XVI. IS).

The third camp was on the wcst ; and from the references \VC learn
that the west denotes a state of good in obscurity, that quarter being
where the sun sets. And thus the camp of Ephraim was there,
because he was the son of Joseph born in Egypt, and therefore he
denotes those who arc in intelligence from affection in the inmost
of the .natural. man which, compared with the state of the spiritual
lua!1' IS relatively obscure, and thus he signifies the intelligence
derived from the good of those in the ultimate heaven. And if we
consider the name of tile leader of this camp, we find that its sicnifi
c~a~ion is harmonious ,vith. that of -the quarter and. the canlp. b For
Eh~hama the son of i\m:ru~ud, means God hearing , and people of
pr aise, and therefore he signifies obedience to Truth from the love of
good, while Ephraim means fruitfulness, and thus denotes the same,
chap. i. IC? And indeed, obedience lllay be called the peculiar good
of the ultimate heaven and the natural man , just as charity, and
love, to the Lord are the peculiar goods of the spiritual and celestial
heavens, and of the spiritual and celestial 111an respectively. ' Hence,
then, we learn that simple obedience to the commandments of the
Lord .in 'the Word, from a principle of religion, without the strong
affection for tr~th \~hi.ch distinguishes t~e spiritual, or the ardent
!ove of good which 'distinguishes the celestial man, secures admission
Into heaven, and gives conjunction with the Lord because it involves
those higher loves, and is their expression.

And, lastly, now, the fourth camp was on the north, and denotes,
as we have learned, the obscure truth of the ultimate heaven and
of the natur~l nl~n. Bu t this was the camp of Dan, and Dan was
named from Judgu:g, and denotes the affirmation of truth, wh ile the
leader's name, Ahiezer the son of Amrnishaddai means the b-rother
wh? aid~, and .the people of .the "!l-1n£ghty: and tiluS spiritually, good
v:rhlCh aids d~nved from D~vlI:e 1 ruth \Vh1Ch protects Elan in ternpta
tions, chap. 1. 12; and this IS perfectly harmonious with the name
of the. quarter, and the name of the camp. But it may be thought,
what IS meant by the affirmation of truth, which accordinrr to the
reference, is the first thing of the church with him who is to be
regen:r~ted? It means that truth in general, wherever and what
ever It IS, ought to be obeyed, because it is the universal law of
both the natural :;nd spiritual worlds from the Divine Being. It
:11uSt sur~ly be quite clear to everyone that unless this affirmation
IS made In the first plac~, and that unless the Divine Being is thus
acknowledged, a man will not feel himself under any obligation to
obey the truth; for he cannot feel himself responsible to a mere
l~\v, although he l11ay be sensible that to violate it brings pain and
dlscomfo~t. But \;rhen he feels and acknowledges that all the laws
of order In the un~v~rse are from the Divine Being, then he affirms
t~e tru~h an~ beg.lns to obey -it from religion, and' not only because
disobedience IS painful, or obedience is advantazeous,
. And this consid~.ration.shows us now, that the~e four camps accord
Ing to the. order In which they are named describe all the heavens
from the highest to ~he lowest, and thus also all the principles which
form the human mInd into a heaven by beginning at the lo\vest
step of the ladder of progress, and then advancing- to the highest.
For every .one lTIay enlbody all these principles in his life, since each
h~man beIng may becom.e a heaven in the least form, according to
hIS degree, as an angel 1n any of the four. And \'\e see fro111 this
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study, moreover, how each sentence in the Word is truly correspond
ential; wonderfully harmonious, and in a perfect series. And hence
we can see, therefore, the importance, spiritually, of what is said
about the tent of meeting setting forward, with the camp of the
Levites in the midst of the camps. For, in the highest sense, Levi
denotes the Lord, and the pure love proceeding from Him ; and it is
this love that gives conjunction with HitTI, this conjunction being
signified by the name Levi, which means cleaving or adh erin g .

But, finally, only a few words are necessary in regard to the
numbering of the camps. For a careful consideration of the cor
respondence of the numbers, as given in their proper places, shows
that the quality of each heaven is correctly described thereby, accord
ing to the genius of those who constitute it, and according to the
conjunction of one heaven with another. And the whole of this
interesting account clearly shows, how perfectly the unity and the
variety of the heavens is maintained, and also that the perfection
of each heavenly society, and of every individual therein is con
stantly intensified and increased to eternity through the most perfect
combination and adjustment of general and particular uses. Let
each of us, therefore, while in our preparatory states on earth, be
stimulated by our reading of the Word in its higher senses, to a
more earnest co-operation with the Lord in the work of our eternal
salvation.

CI-li\PTER III

SUl\fMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The derivations of celestial love from the Lord, verso 1-4·
2. Charity is to be acknowledged as the living principle of the

church from celestial good, verso 6-10.
3. The Lord alone IS the origin of charity with the man of the

church; and charity is primary, although faith appears to be so, verso
11-13·

4. Concerning the ordination and arrangement of truths from the
good of charity, \ ers. 14-20. •. .

5. The deriv.ations, quality, sta~e, ~overnlnB" principle, and func-
tions of those In the good of chanty In obs~unty, verso 21-26. • .

6. The same things with regard to those In the good of chanty In
brightness, verso 27-3 I.

7. The governing principle of the spiritual heaven, ver. 32 .

8. The derivations, quality, state, governing principle, and func
tions, of those in the good of faith in obscurity, verso 33-37·

9. Concerning the state of those in the inmost heaven, and their
function, ver. 38.

10. The general quality of all who are in love and charity as to
Divine Good and Truth by influx from the Lord, ver. 39·

I I. Concerning the general quality of the spiritual man as to faith
derived from charity, verso 40-43

12. And concerning the salvation of those who acknowledge faith
as primary,and yet sincerely worship the Lord, verso 44-51.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH \TERSE

I. N O\V these are the
generations of Aaron and
Moses in I the day that the
LORD spake rwith Moses in
mount Sinai.

2. And these are the
names of the sons of Aaron ;
Nadab the firstborn, and
Abihu, Eleazar, and Itha
mar.

I. The following are the
derivations of Divine Good
and Divine Truth .when revela
tion is made to the church

.which is capable of receiving
instruction : .

2. From Divine Good pro
ceerls celestial good in the
inmost heaven; spiritual truth
and good in the middle
heaven; and natural truth and
good in the ultimate heaven.
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3. These are the names of
the sons of Aaron, the
priests which were anointed,
whom he consecrated to
minister in the priest's office.

4· An d Nadab and Abihu
died before the LORD, when
they offered strange fire be
fore the LORD, in the wilder
ness of Sinai, and they had
no children: and Eleazar
and I thamar ministered in
the priest's office in the
presence of Aaron their
father.

5. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

6. Bring the tribe of Levi
near, and set thern before
Aaron the priest, that they
may minister unto him. ,.,

7. And they shall keep
his charge, and the charge
of the whole congregation
before the tent of m'eeti ng,
to do the service of the
tabernacle.

8. And they shall keep all
the furniture of the tent of
meeting', and the charge of
the children of Israel, to do
the service of the tabernacle.

9. And thou shalt ,give
the Levites unto Aaron 'and

3. And each of these has its
specific quality as manifested
in truths from good, and
united with good, and devoted
to the ministry of good in the
worship of the Lord.

4. But when spiritual truth
and good are profaned by the
man of the church, spiritual
death is the consequence; and
this occurs in the obscurity
of good from the lack of
truths, so that spiritual truth
and good are not productive;
yet still the church is amended,
on the natural plane, by the
ministry of natural truth and
good, which are from the
Lord through the celestial
heaven.

5. And there is revelation
from the Lord to the man of
the church, by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

6. That charity must be
acknowledged as the living
principle of the church from
celestial good, and that truths
from good must minister
thereto.

7. Also that the inmost
worship of the Lord from
celestial good; the interior
worship of the Lord from
spiritual good; and all the
externals of worship shall be
from charity and truth united;

8. For all the externals of
worship and all its internals,
with the man of the church
must make one and be con
joined in the outward act.

9. And charity must be
acknowledged as proceeding

to his sons: they are whol ly
~!Siven unto him on the be
half of the children of
Israel.

10. Arid thou shalt ap
point ...Aaron and his sons,
and they shall keep their
priesthood: and the stran
ger that cometh nigh shall
be put to death.

I I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

12 . Arid I, behold, I have
taken the Levites from
among the children of Israel
1ristead of all the firstborn
that openeth the womb
among the children of
Israel; and the Levites shall
be mine:

,.13. For all the firstborn
are mine; orrrhe day that I
smote all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt I hallowed
unto me all the firstborn in
Israel" both man and beast:
mine they shall be; I am the
L,ORD.

14. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses in the wilder
ness of Sinai, saying,

IS. Number the children
of Levi by their fathers'
·houses, by their families:

from celestial good and truth,
and this not only in general,
but as to every particular with
the man of the Spiritual
Church.

10. But celestial good and
truth alone are essentials of
worship; and there can be no
genuine worship from selfish
love and worldly love; for the
profanation of good and truth
by these is spiritual death.

I I. Arid there is further
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

12. That the Lord alone is
the origin of charity with the
man of the church, and that
this charity is primary with
him in reality, although faith
appears to be so in the order
of regeneration;

13. Because faith proceeds
from the Lord through charity,
when, by the work of redemp
tion faith without charity is
exterminated; then faith con
joined therewith is sanctified
wi th the man of the church
both as to Internals and Ex
ternals, all good being from
the Lord; and the Lord alone
being good itself.

14. Again there is revela
tion from the Lord by Divine
Truth, with man, when he' is
in states of obscure good from
lack of truths, and this gives
the perception,

15. That truths from the
good of charity are ordinated
and arranged by the Lord,
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every male from a month
old and upward shalt thou
number them.

16. Arid Moses numbered
them according to the word
of the LORD, as he "vas com
manded.

17. And these were the
sons of Levi by their names;
Gershon, and Kohath, and
Merari ..

18. And these are the
names of the sons of Ger
shon by their families; Libni
and Shimei.

19. And the sons of Ko
hath bv their families: Am
ram, and Izhar, Hebron,
and Uzziel.

20. And the sons of Me
rari by their families; Mahli
and 1\1 ushi, These are the
families of the Levites ac
cording to their fathers'
houses.

2 I. Of Gershon was the
family of the Libnites, and
the farnilv of the Shimeites :
these are" the families of the
Gershonites.

according to man's co-opera
tion in the order of celestial
and spiritual good, and this,
too, as to every truth of faith
in its commencement and in
its progress.

16. And this ordination and
arrangement is by Divine
Truth from Divine Good
through the· ·influx of good
into truths.

17. And the quality of truths
from the good of charity is
threefold, namely, those from
the good of charity in obscur
ity ;' those from that good in
brightness; and those from
the faith of charity in
obscurity,

18. The quality of truths
from good in obscurity being,
according to general prin
ciples, such as appertain to
the understanding and to the
life;

19. The quality of truths
from good in brightness,
according to general prin
ciples, being such as have
relation to inmost good,
interior good, exterior good,
and external good;

20. And the quality of truths
from the good of faith in
obscurity being such as are
internal and" external respect
ively. These are the deriva
tions of charity according to
its various general forms of
good.

2 I. For from the good of
charity in obscurity, are de
rived the general goods aris
ing from the reception of
truth in the understanding

22. Those that were 11urn
bered of them, according to
[he number of all the males,
from a month old and up
ward, even those that were
numbered of them were
seven thousand and five
hundred.

23. The families of' the
Gershonites shall pitch be
hind the tabernacle west
ward.

24. And the prince of the
fathers' house of the Ger
shonites shall be Eliasaph
the son of Lael,

25. And the charge of the
sons of Gershon in the tent
of meeting shall be the
tabernacle, and the Tent,
the covering thereof, and
the screen for the door of the
tent of meeting,

26. And the hangings of
the court, and the screen for
the door of the court, which
is by the tabernacle, and by
the altar round about, and
the cords of it for all the
service thereof.

27. And of Kohath was
the family of the Amram
ites, and the family of the
Izharites, and the family of

·the Hebronites, and the
family of the U zzielites :

and truth in the life. And
those who are in the general
goods are relatively in greater
obscurity.

22. And the quality of these
according to ordination and
arrangement as to truths from
the commencement of faith to
the acquisition of charity, is a
holy state of good and fulness
as to truth,

23. Their position corre
sponding to the obscurity of
good in the ultimate heaven,

24. And their governing
principle being obedience to
the literal sense of the Word
derived from its internal sense.

25. But the functions of this
obscure good in the worship
of the Lord and the work of
salvation, are the preserva
tion of the Word ; of its
genuine literal sense; of ex
ternal worship thence, and of
the doctrine concerning the
Lord contained therein;

26. Of external worship gen
erally, and of the doctrines of
external worship in particular,
which have relation to good
internally and externally; also
of the confirmation and con
junction of truth with good in
such· worship.

27. From the good of
charity in its brightness are
derived the general goods con
stituting the inmost, interior,
exterior, and external thereof;
and' those who are in these
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these are the families of the
Kohathites,

28. According to the
number of all the males,
from a month old and up
ward, there were eight thou
sand and six hundred, keep
ing the charge of the
sanctuary.

29. The families of the
sons of Kohath shall pitch
on the side of the tabernacle
southward,

30. And the prince of the
fathers' house of the families
of the Kohathites shall be
Elizaphan the son of U zziel.

3 I. And their charge shall
be the ark, and the table,
and the candlestick, and the
altars, and the vessels of the
sanctuary wherewith they
minister, and the screen,
an d all the service thereof.

32. And Eleazar the son
of Aaron the priest shall be
prince of. the princes of the
Levites, and have the over
sight of them that keep the
charge of the sanctuary,

33. Of Merari was the
family of the Mahlites, and
the family of the Mushites :

general goods are, relatively
in less brightness. '

28. And their quality accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment as to truths from the
commencement of faith to the
acquisition of charity, is a
new state of the life of charity,
and fulness as to truths, from
victory in temptations for the
preservation of worship,

29. Their positron corre
sponding to that of the middle
heaven which is in the light of
tru th from charity.

30. And their governing
principle is confidence in the
Divine protection, from the
interior truth of the \Vord
confirmed in the life,

31. Their function being
the preservation of the Word
in its interiors, and of internal
worship by the preservation of
the essential principle of the
Word, the good and truth
thence derived, the worship of
the Lord therefrom, the exter
nals of worship in accordance
therewi th, the doctrine of in
terior truth, and the good of
obedience from interior prin
ciples.

32. And Divine Good as
manifested in Divine Truth
protecting man from evil is
the primary truth of the spirit
ual heaven, and the govern
ing principle of those who are
in the interior good which
constitutes that heaven.

33. From the good of faith
in obscurity are derived ex
ternal obedience from a sense

these are the families of
Merar i ,

34. Arid those that were
numbered of them, accord
ing to the number of all the
males, from a month old
and upward, were isix thou
sand and t\VO hundred.

3S. Arid the prince of the
fathers' house of the families
of Merari was Zuriel the son
of Abihail: they shall pitch
on the side of the tabernacle
northward.

36. And the appointed
charge of the sons of Merari
shall be the boards of the
tabernacle, and the bars
thereof, and the pillars
thereof, and the sockets
thereof, and all the i nstru
merits thereof, and all the
service thereof;

37. And the pillars of the
court round about, and their
sockets, and their pins and
their cords. '

of duty, and reverence for
truth from the literal sense of
the W ord, according to its
appearances; and those who
are of such a character are
relatively, in a greater degre~
of obscurity.

34: And their quality, ac
cording to ordination and
arrang'ernent as to truths,
from the commencement of
faith to the acquisition of
charity, is victory over evil
and the conjunction of faith
and obedience,

35. Their governing prin
ciple being faith founded on
the uIt imate t ruth 0 f the Word
from the love of truth on the
natural plane for its own sake
and their position being in th~
external of the ultimate
heaven.

36. And . the function of
those who are in the obscurity
?f truth from good by faith,
IS the preservation of the
\-'lord in its outward form
according to appearances, and
of external worship in agree
ment therewith, involving
the preservation of good and
truth on ~he lowest plane, and
of the ultimate truths by which
the church is supported, as
well as those things, intellec
tual a~d voluntary, by means
of wh~ch the regeneration of
man IS promoted, such as
worldly knowledges and merely
natural uses;

37. With the preservation
also of the goods and truths
by which the forms of such
external worship are sup
ported, the conjunction of
those with things internal,



THE ~OOK OF NUMBERS C Ii ;1PTE R 11I

38 ....And those that pitch
before the tabernacle east
ward, before' the tent of
meeti ng toward the sunris
ing, shall be Moses, and
Aaron and his sons, keeping
the charge of the sanctuary
for the charge of the chil
dren of Israel; and the
stranger that cometh nigh
shall be put to death.

39....1\.11 that were num
bered of the Levites, which
Moses and Aaron numbered
at the commandment of the
LORD, by their families, all
the males from a month old
and upward, were twenty
and t\VO thousand.

40. Arid the LORD said
unto Moses, Number all the
firstborn males of the chil
dren of Israel' from a month
old and upward, and take
'the number of their names'.

4 1 • And thou shalt take

and the strengthening of such
support and conjunction as to
particulars in every sphere.

38. And those who have
their position in the inmost
heaven which is celestial, and
who are thence in the highest
light of truth from good" are
in Divine Truth and Divine
Good and the truths thence
derived immediately proceed
ing from the Lord; and their
function is the preservation of
the supreme love of the Lord
and the neighbour, or of the
love of truth conjoined with
good in the highest degree;
nor is it possible that those
who are out of the church, or
in evil, can fulfil their uses,
or occupy their position with
out spiritual death.

39. An d the quality of all
those who are in love and
charity of every degree, as to
Divine Good and Truth by
influx from the Lord, and
according to general 'principles
as embodied in truth, from the
commencement of faith to the
acquisition of charity, is that
of the full conjunction of good
ness and truth in every degree
and on every plane of life.

40. And further still, there
is revelation from the Lord bv
Divine Truth, or the Divin~
Law, that the man of the
Spiritual Church should know
from the Lord, his quality as
to faith, which is first with
him, in the. order of time, 'even
from its commencement to the
acquisition of charity, by care-
ful self-examination. '

41. And at the same time

the Levites for me (I am the
LORD) instead of all the
nrstborn among the children
of Israel; and the cattle of
the Levites instead of all the
firstlings among the cattle
of the children of Israel.

42 • And Moses num-
bered, as the LORD com
manded him, all the first
born atnong the children of
Israel,

43· And all the firstborn
males according to the num
ber of names, from a month
old and upward, of those
that were numbered of them,
were twenty and t\VO thou
sand two hundred and three
score and thirteen.

44. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

45· Take the Levites in
stead of all the firstborn
among the children of
Israel, and the cattle of the
I .. evites instead of their
cattle: and the Levites shall
be mine; I am the LORD.

46. And for the redemp
tion of the two hundred and
threescore and thirteen of
the firstborn of the children
of Israel, which ate over
and above the number of
the Levites,

4i. Thou shalt take five
E

with the aoknowledgmeut that
all charity or love which is
the essence of faith, is entirely
from the Lord, Who alone is
life itself; and that, therefore,
charity is really the firstborn,
spiritually, and this not only
as to interiors, but also as to
exteriors, with the man of the
church.

42. And thus man, by
Divine '[ruth from the Lord,
is enabled to know his quality
as to faith, and as to charity.

43. This being in g-eneral,
according to Divine ordination
and arrangement, from the
commencement of faith to the
acquisition of charity, fulness
of conjunction as to good with
truth, and truth with good
reciprocally, and also a holy
state, with fulness as to
remains.

44. Also there is revelation
from the Lord, by Divine
Truth giving the perception,

45. That charity is truly the
primary principle of the
church, both as to internals
and externals, as derived from
the Lord, "rho alone is life
itself.

46. And, therefore, all those
who are in faith Irorn charity
in the external of the church,
and are in fulness as to
remains, and are thus in faith
leading to charity, or in truth
leading to good, regarding
'faith as primary.

47. Shall yet be saved, if
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. These being the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day
when the Lord spalce with Moses in Mount Sinai, denotes that the

shekels apiece by the poll;
after the shekel of the sanc
tuary shalt thou take them
(the shekel is twenty
gerahs) :

48. And thou shalt give
the money wherewith the
odd number of them is re
deemed unto Aaron and to
his sons.

49 ...Arid Moses took the
redemption - money from
them that were over and
above them that were re
deemed by the Levites :

50. From the firstborn of
the children of Israel took
he the money; a thousand
three hundred and three
score and five shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary:

5 I. And Moses gave the
redemption - money unto
...Aaron and to his sons, ac
cording to the word of the
LORD, as the LORD com
manded Moses,

they acknowledge the Lord
sincerely from remains of
good, individually and into
the particulars of life, and by
a holy state of truth derived
from good; for truth i.s essen
tially from good, and thus.
faith is esserrtially from
charity.

48. And, on this account,
must be ascribed by the man
of the external church to the
Lord, through the internal of
the church.

49. And this actually takes
place, according to Divine
Law, with the man of the
external church, who regards.
faith as primary, and yet
acknowledges the Lord, and
who is distinguished from
those who are in the faith of
charity, or in faith conjoined
with charity.

50. For these also acknow
ledge the Lord, although they
regard faith as primary; and
their quality is, relatively, a
full state as to faith, through
conflict against evil according
to their state.

5 I. And they truly ascribe
their life to the Lord, and have
conjunction with the internal
of the church, according to
Divine Truth from Divine
Good by the influx of Divine
Good into their life of obedi
ence.

following are the derivations of Divine Good and Divine Truth when
revelation is made to the church which is capable of receiving
instruction, 1145, 994 6, 7010, 2001, 295 I, 8753.

2. These being the names of the sons of Aaron, denotes that from
Divine G-ood proceeds celestial geod in the inmost heaven, for /'\:1ro11.
denotes the Lord, and also celestial good, which is Divine Good in
the heavens as proceeding Divine Tru th , the son in the highest sense
denoting the Divine Truth proceeding, 9946, 9408, 8309' 2g03; N adab
the firstborn and Abihu , denote spiritual truth and good in the middle
heaven, 9811; and Eleazar and l thamar denote natural truth and
good in the ul tima te heaven, 9812.

3. These being the names of the sons of Aaron, denotes that each
has its specific quality as manifested in truths frC111 good, 144, 489,.
9946; the priests which were anointed denote truth united with good,
9954; and being consecrated to minister in the priest's office, denotes
to be devoted to the ministry of good in the worship of the Lord.
because the consecration of Aaron, or the "filling of his hand,"
denotes the state when man begins to act from good and no longer
from truth leading to good; and this is represented by the offering
of the second ram in the inauguration of Aaron into the office of the
priesthood in Lev. viii. 10,057.

4. Nadab and Abihu dying before the Lord when thev offered
strange fire, denotes "\vhen spiritual truth and good are profaned,
spiritual death is the consequence," because by dying is denoted
spiritual death, 2908, by offering strang-e fire is denoted profanation,
9475, and Nadab and Abihu denote spiritual truth and good, 981 I ;

the wilderness of Sinai denotes the obscurity of good from the lack
of truths, 875-3; not having any children, denotes not to be productive
spiritually, 9325; and Eleazar and Itharnar ministering- in the priest's
office in the presence of ...Aaron their father, denotes that yet still the
church is amended on the natural plane by the ministry of natural
truth and good which are from the Lord through the celestial heaven,
98 12 , 994 6, 99 25.

5· This is evident because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented I?ivine Truth, or the Word, iOla; and by saying is
denoted perception, I'i'9I, 1822.

6. Bringing- the tribe of Levi near, denotes that chari ty must be
acknowledged as the living' principle of the church, ~875, 3877, 3572;
setting them before Aaron the priest, denotes acknowlcdrrrncnt of
subordination to celestial good, 9946; and rninistcr ing' to Aaron
denotes that tru ths from chari ty must minister to celestial good,
99 2 5, 994 6

7. Keeping the charrre of Aaron, denotes the preservation of, the
inmost worship of the Lord £r0111 celestial good, 3382, 9946; keeping
the charge of the whole cong-reg-ation, denotes the preservation of the
interior worship of the Lord from spiritual good, 7843; to do the
service of the tabernacle, denotes to preserve all things cf external
worship, as appears from the representation of the tabernacle, 32 ro,
and from the series; and it is said" from charity and truth united "
because external worship when genuine, or the external act when
genuine effects this union or conjunction, as the next verse shows,

E 2
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S, The Levites keeping all the furniture of the tent of meeting
and the charge of the ~hildren of I srael to do the service of the
tabernacle, denotes that all externals of worship, and all its internals,
w it h the man of the church, must make one and be conjoined
in the outward act, because the furniture of the tent of meeting
evidently denotes the externals of heaven arid the church, 35403;
and in this connection the children of I srael denote their internals,
3654; while doing the service of the tabernacle or holy place, 3210,
denotes the conjunction of the external with the internal by the
au tward act, 5947, 9776.

9. Giving the Levitcs .unto Aaron and his sons; and their being
wholly given unto him on the behalf of the children of Israel, denotes
that charity must be acknowledged as proceeding from celestial
good and truth, and this not only in general but as to every particular
with the man of the Spiritual Church, 3875, 9946, 10,227, 3654. But
it is said" not only in general but as to every particular," because
of the repetition, which indicates that the acknowledgment is to be
made both by the will and understanding, or by the internal and
external 111an, and thus as to the whole 111an, 683.

10. Appointing Aaron and his sons, and their keeping their priest
hood, denotes that celestial good and truth alone are the essentials
of worship, 9946; and the stranger that cometh nigh being put to
death, denotes that there can be no genuine worship from selfish
love and worldly love, 4544; while by the stranger being put to death,
is denoted that the profanation of good and truth by these is spiritual
death, 2908.

11. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx.. 295 I; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying
is denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

12. "I, behold, I have taken the Levites from alnong the children
of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the womb among
the children of Israel; and the Levites shall be mine," denotes that
the Lord alone is the origin of charity with the 111an of the church,
and that this charity is primary with hi111 in reality; although faith
appears to be so in the order of regeneration, 3875, 3654, 3325.

13. All the firstborn being the Lord's, denotes that faith proceeds
from the Lord through charity, 8042, 8043; the day of smiting all
the firstborn in Egypt, denotes that, by the work of redemption,
faith without charity is exterminated, 7882, 7948; hallowing all the
firstborn both man and beast, denotes that faith conjoined with
charity is sanctified with the man of the church, both as to internals
and externals, 8042, 7872; "111ine they shall be," denotes tha t all
good is from the Lord, 8042; and "I a111 the Lord," denotes that
He alone is good itself, 2001.

14. The Lord speaking unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,.
saying, denotes, that again there is revelation from the Lord, by
Divine Truth, with 111an when he is in states of obscure good from
lack of truths; and that this gives perception, 2001, 295 1, 70 10, 8753,
1791, 1822.

15. Numbering the children of Levi, denotes that truths from the
good of charity are to be ordinated and arranged by the Lord, 10,217;
by their fathers' houses and by their families, denotes according to

man's co-operation in the order of celestial and spiritual good, 7833,
917; and every male from a month old and upward, denotes as to
every truth of faith in its commencement and in its progress, 725,
85 I, .10,7.25.

16. Moses numbering' them, according to the word of the Lord,
as he was cornmanded , denotes that this ordination and arrangement
is by Divine Truth from Divine Good, through the influx of good
into truths, 10,217, 7010, 2001, 5486.

17· These be in g the. son S 0 f Lev i by t he ir n <..1 n1eS , Gersh0 n I 8.11d
IZahathand 1\1era r i, de notesthat the qua1it Y 0 f t rut hs fro m the
good of charity is threefold, nnrncly, those in the good of charity in
obscurity; those from that good in brightness; and those from the
faith of charity in obscurity, as appears from the meaning and
signification of each name as Iollows : by sons are denoted truths,
489; by Gershon is meant his banishsnent and c]Lange of pilg'rirnage,
and therefore he denotes the good of charity in obscurity, 9960:20 ,

1463 ; by Kohath is men n t congregation, and therefore he denotes the
good of charity in brightness, 6338, 7843; and by Merar i is mcn nt
bitterness, and therefore he denotes the faith of charity in its
obscurity, 7854.

18. These being the names of the sons of Gershon by their families,
that is, Libni and Shimei , denotes that the quality of truths from
good in obscurity is, according to general principles, such as apper
tains to the understanding and to the life, because by name is denoted
quality, 144; by sons are denoted truths, 489; by families are denoted
general principles of good and truth,. 7833, 72302; by Gershon is.
denoted good in obscurity, ver. 17; Libni means inhiteness, and
therefore bv him is denoted the truth which relates to the under
standing, 3·993.;. a~ld Shimel means nz,y reputation} or 111Y [arne, and
therefore by him IS denoted the merely natural love of approbation,
and thus, in the best sense, good which appertains to the life or will,
1308.

19· The sons of Kohath bv their families being Arnram , and
'Izhar, and Hebron, and Uzziel, denotes the quality of truths from
good in brightness, according- to their general principles, which
are such as have relation to inmost good, interior good, exterior
good, and external good, because sons denote truths, 489; families
denote general principles or derivations of good and truth, 7833,
7230 2 ; by Arnrarn is meant an exalted people} and therefore he
denotes inmost good and truth, 795, 1259; by Izhar is meant, fine
olive. oil, and therefore he denotes interior good, 886; by Hebron,
is meant association, or frie11dshiPJ and therefore he denotes exterior
good, 3875''); and by Uzziel is meant the strength of God or the hi d
of C??d, and therefore he denotes external good, 6343, 7832; and in
addition, the order in which these names are mentioned indicates.
successive degrees of good.

20. The sons of Merari by their families heing- Mahli and Mushi ;
and these being families of the Levites according to their fathers"
houses, denotes that the quality of truths from the good of faith in
obscurity, is internal and external respectively; and that these are
the derivations of charity according to its various general forms of
good. The proofs are as follows: sons denote truths, 489; families
denote general principles or derivations of good and truth, 7833~
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72302; by Mahli is meant weak or diseased} and therefore he denotes
the quality of the internal good derived from the good represented by
Merari , as compared with the good denoted by the other families of
the Levites, 3820, 5712; by Mushi is meant that which touches or
takes a'way, and therefore he denotes the most external good, which
is disposed to separate itself from higher good and is sensual, or
corporeal, 10,13°, 1581; and the families of the Levites according to
their fathers' houses, denotes the derivation of charity according to
the various forms of good, 7833, 72302.

2 I. Of Gershon there being the family of the Libnites and the
family of the Shimeites ; and these being the families of the Ger
shonites, denotes that from the good of charity in obscurity, are
derived the general goods arising from the reception of truth in the
understanding and of truth in the life; and that those who are in
these general goods are relatively in greater obscurity, verso ]7, IS,
.5 114·

22. Numbering them denotes quality according to ordination and
arrangement, 10,217; according to the number of the males, denotes.
as to truths, 725; from a 1110nth old and upward, denotes from the
.commcncement of faith to the <acquisition of the good of truth which
is incipient charity, 85), 10,225; seven thousand denotes a holy state
of good, 716; and five hundred, denotes fulness as to truths, 10,253·

23. The families of the Gershonites pitching behind the tabernacle
westward, denotes that their position corresponds to the obscurity of
:good in the ultimate heaven, 3708, 9755, 1616.

24. The prince of the fathers' house of the Gershonites being
Eliasaph the son of Lael , denotes that their governing principle is
obedience to the literal sense of the Word, derived Irorn its internal
sense, because Eliasaph means increased of God, and the \,!ord is
completed in its literal sense; and Lael denotes that from which the
literal sense is derived, namely, the internal sense, 49~I, 10,33 1,

3944·

25. The charge of the sons of Gershon in. the tent of _meetirig ,
denotes the functions of this obscure good In the worship of the
Lord and the work of salvation, 3382, 35403; the tabernacle denotes
the Word, 34]9; the tent denotes the genuine literal sense, 3439,
the covering denotes external worship thence, 9632; and the screen
for the door of the tent denotes doctrine concerning the Lord con
tained therein, 2576.

26. The hangings of the court, denote external worship generally,
because they signify the truths of the ultimate heaven, 9743; the
screen for the door of the court, denotes the doctrines of external
worship in particular, because it signifies introduction into the
ultimate heaven, and also a guard lest it should be entered by any
except by those who are prepared, truths adapted to that heaven
bein (J the means, 9763, 25767; which is by the tabernacle, and by

<the ~ltar round about, denotes which have relation to good internally
and externally, 3210, 9714; and the cords of it for all the service
thereof, denotes the confirmation and conjunction of truth with good
in such worship, 9777, 5947·

27- Of Kohath there being the family of the Amramites, and the
Iarnilv of the Izharites, and the farnily of the Hebronites, and the

family of the Uzzielites; and these being the farnilies of the Kohath
ites, denotes that from the good of charity in its brightness, are
derived the general goods constituting the inmost, interior, exterior,
and external thereof; and that those who are in these general goods
.are relatively in less brightness, verso 17, 19, 5I 14·

28. According to the number of all the males, denotes their quality
according to ordination and arrangement as to truths, 10,217, 725 ;
from a month old and upward, denotes from the commencement of
faith to the acquisition of the good of faith, which is incipient
charity, 85 I, 10,225; eight thousand and six hundred denotes a new
state of the life of charity and fulness as to truths from victory in
temptations, 2044, 737, 7973; keeping the charge of the sanctuary,
d.enotes for the preservation of worship, 32 ro, 3382.

29. The families of the sons of Kohath pitching on the side of
the tabernacle southward, denotes that their position corresponds to
that of the middle heaven which is in the light of truth from charity,
9684, 1616.

30. The prince of the fathers' house of the families of the Kohath
ites being Elizaphan the son of Uzziel, denotes that their governing
principle is confidence in the Divine protection from the interior
truth of the Word confirmed in the life, because a prince denotes
primary truth, and thus a governing principle, 1482; by Elizaphan
is meant one iuhom. God protects) and therefore he denotes confidence
in the Divine protection, 8975; and by Uzziel is meant the power
of God or the kid of God, and therefore he denotes the interior truth
of the Word confirmed in the life, there being no protection from
truth only in the understanding, and not in the will or love, 6343
7832 .

31. The charge of the Kohathites, denotes the functions of the
spiritual, ver. 29; the ark denotes the Word in its interiors, because
it denotes the Lord especially as to His Divine Truth, 9485; the table
denotes the good of love, and the good of faith, 'which is charity,
and thus it denotes the essential principle of worship and of the
Word, 9527, 9545; the candlestick denotes the spiritual heaven, and
also the truth of faith, which enlightens the mind, and thus the
table signifies good, and the candlestick truth, 9548; the altars denote
worship, 9714, 10,177; the vessels of the sanctuary, denote the
externals of worship, 10,340; the screen denotes the doctrines of
Interior truth, 25.76"1, 9670: and the service thereof, denotes the good
()f obedience from interior principles, 3409.

32. Eleazar the son of Aaron, the priest, denotes Divine Good as
manifested in Divine Truth, 9946; the word Eleazar means the help
of God and the court of God) and therefore denotes the Lord pro
tecting man from evil, 8652; a prince denotes a primary truth,
and thus a governing truth, 1482; and governing the princes of the
Levites, and having the oversight of them that keep the charge of
the sanctuary, denotes the governing principle of those who are in
the interior good which constitutes that heaven, 3875, 3210.

33. Of Merari there being the family of the Mahlites, and the
family of the Mushites; and these being the families of Merari,
denotes that from the good of faith in obscurity are derived external
obedience from a sense of duty, and reverence for truth in the literal
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sense of the Word according to its appearances; and that those who
are of such a character are, relatively, in a greater degree of
obscurity, verso 17, 20, and 5114.

34. Those that were numbered of them according to the number
of all the males, denotes their quality as to ordination and arrange
ment according to truths, 10,217, 725; from a 1110nth old and up
ward, denotes from the comrriencement or faith to the acquisition of
the good of faith, which is incipient charity, 851, 10,225; and six
thousand and two hundred, denotes victory over evil and the con-
junction of faith and obedience, 737, 5194. .

35. The prince of the fathers' house of the families of Merari,
being Zuricl the son of Abihail, denotes, 1482, that the governing
principle of those in the good of faith in obscurity, is faith founded
on the ultimate truth of the Word from the love of truth, on the
natural plane, for its own sake, because by Zuriel is meant God is
1ny rocle, and therefore he denotes faith founded on the ultimate truth
of the \Vorcl, 2760 preface, and by Abihail is meant the father of
strength, and therefore he denotes the love of truth, 3703, 3727
end; and their pitching on the side of the tabernacle northward,
denotes that their position is in the external of the ultimate heaven,
37° 8, 9648, 1616.

36. The appointed charge of the sons of Merari, denotes the
function of those who are in the obscurity of truth from good by
faith, 3382, 489, 3708; [he tabernacle denotes worship and the
Word, here. in their outward form and appearances according to the
series, 3210; the boards denote the good which supports heaven)
9634; the bars denote the po\ver of good by truths, 402<1, 94963;
the pillars and sockets denote the ultimate good and truth by which
the church is supported, 9757; and the instruments and the service,
denote those things, intellectual and voluntary; by means of which
the regeneration of man is promoted, such as worldly knowledges
and merely natural uses, 5948, 5949, 3409.

27. 'The pillars of the court round 'about, .and their sockets, or
bases, denote the goods and truths by which the forms of such
external worship are supported, 9741, 975.7; and the pins and cords,
denote the conjunction of those things with what is internal, and the
strengthening of such support and conjunction as to particulars in
every sphere, 9854, 9777.

38. Those that pitch before the tabernacle eastward, before the
tent of meeting towards the sun rising, being Moses and Aaron and
his sons, denotes that those who have their position in the inmost
heaven, which is celestial, and who are thence in the greatest light
of truth from good, are in Divine Truth and Divine Good, and the
truths thence derived immediately proceeding from the Lord, because
"before the ta bernac1e eastward, and before the ten t of meeting
toward the sun rising," denote the inmost heaven as to its internal
and external, 3708, 9668, 683; and Moses and Aaron and his sons·
denotes Divine Truth and Divine Good and the truths thence pro
ceeding, which are immediately from the Lord, 7010, 9446; their
keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of
Israel, denotes that their function is the preservation of the supreme
love of the Lord and the neighbour, or of the love of truth conjoined
with good in the highest degree, 3210, 9680, 3654, 3382; and the

stranger that cometh nigh being put to death, denotes that it is not
possible for those who are out of the church, or in evil to. fulfil their
uses, or occupy their position without spiritual death, 1097, 2°49,
9378, 2908.

39. All that were numbered of the Levites, denotes the quality of
all those who are in love and charity of every degree, 3875, 10,217;
which Moses and Aaron numbered, denotes as to Divine Truth and
Good, 7010, 9946; at the commandment of the Lord, denotes by
influx from the Lord, 5486; by their families, denotes according to
general principles, 7833; all the males, denotes as embodied in truths,
725; from a month old and upward, denotes from the commence
ment of faith to the acquisition of the good of faith which is in
cipient charity, 85 I, 10,225; and twenty and two thousand denotes
the full conjunction of good and truth in every degree and on every
plane of life, because twenty-two is a multiple of t\VO, 51-94.

40. By the Lord saying to Moses, is denoted revelation by Divine
Truth, 2001, 7010, 1822; numbering denotes knowing', from the Lord,
the quality of our spiritual life, 10,217; the firstborn males, denote
faith, which is first in the order of time, 352; from a month old and
upward, denotes from the COITIIllCnCeOlent of faith to the acquisition
of charity, 85 I, 10225 ; and taking the number of the names, denotes
the discovery of quality by careful self-examination, 144, 10,217.

41. Taking- the Levites for the Lord, denotes the acknowledgment
that all charity or love is really the fir stborn , 3875; "I am the Lord,"
denotes that the Lord is love itself and that charity is from HiI11,
200r; instead of the firstborn of the children of Israel, denotes instead
of faith which is apparently primary with the man of the Spiritual
Church, 352, 3654; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the
cattl.e of the children of Israel, denotes that this is true, not only of
the Internal of the church, but also of the external, 7424.

42. Moses numbering, as the Lord commanded him , all the first
born among the children of Israel, denotes that thus man, by Divine
Truth fron: the Lord, is enabled to know his quality as to faith and
as to chanty, 7010, 10,217, 5486, 352.

43..All the firstborn males, according to the number of the names
of those that were numbered of them, properly denotes the quality of
faith, or truth, according to Divine ordination and arrangement,
35.2, 144, 725, 10,217; from a month old and upward, denotes from
the commencement of faith to the acquisition of charity, 851, rO,225;
and twenty and t\VO thousand and t\VO hundred and three score and
thirteen~ denotes fulr;ess of conjunction as to good with truth, and
truth \vI.th good, reciprocally, and also a holy state with fulness as
to remaIns.. For t\ven~y-t\VO thousand denotes the full conjunction
of good with truth being spoken of the Levites, ver. 39, and t\VO
hundred den<?tes the conjunction of truth with good, being spoken
of the Israelites, 5194; and three score and thirteen denotes a holy
state. and fulness a~ to remains, since sixty denotes fulness of
remains, 5335, and thirteen denotes a holy state of remains, 2109.

44. This is evident because bv Jehovah is denoted the Divine Beine
~s to His love, f?~I; by speak-ing is denoted influx, 2q.~ I; by Mose~
IS represented ~lvIne Truth, or the Word, iOlo; and by saying is
denoted perception, Iiqr, 1822.
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45. Taking the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the
children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle;
and the Levites being the Lord's, denotes that charity is truly the
primary principle of the church, both as to internals and externals,
as derived fr0111 the Lord Who alone is Life Itself, ver. 41.

46. The redemption of the t\VO hundred and three score and
thirteen, of the firstborn of the children of Israel, which are over and
above the Levites, denotes that all those who are in faith from
charity, in the external of the church, are to be redeemed, because
the Israelites signify the external of the church, and the Levites
the internal, as is evident from their respective positions' in the
encampment about the tabernacle, and also from the signification of
the Levites, 3875, 3654; t\VO hundred denotes the reciprocal conjunc
tion of truth with good, vera 43; three score and thirteen denotes ful
ness and holiness as to remains, 5335, 2109; and their being over
and above the number of the Levites, denotes that they are in faith
leading to charity, or in truth leading to good, and regard faith as
primary, since the expression implies a distinction from those in faith
conjoined with charity.

47. Taking five shekels apiece by the poll, denotes the sincere
acknowledgment of the Lord from remains individually and as to
the particulars of life, 2959; taking them after the shekel of the
sanctuary, denotes from a holy state of truth derived from good,
10,22 I; and the shekel being twenty gerahs, denotes that truth is
essentially from good, and thus faith is essentially from charity,
10,222.

48. Giving the lTIOney wherewith the odd number is redeemed to
Aaron and to his sons, denotes that the good and truth of remains
is from the Lord, and must be ascribed to Him through the internal
of the church, 10,227, 9946, 2959.

49. Moses taking the redemption Inoney from them that were over
and above them that were redeemed by the Levites, denotes that this,
actually, takes place according to Divine Law with the man of the
external church who regards faith as primary, and yet acknowledges
the Lord, and who is distinguished from those who are in the faith
of charity or in faith conjoined with charity, 7010, ver. 46, 3875.

50. Moses taking the money from the' firstborn of the children of
Israel, denotes that these: also acknowledge the Lord although they
regard faith as primary, 10,227, ver. 46; and one thousand three
hundred, and three score and five shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary, denotes a full state as to faith through conflicts against
evil according to their state, 5.955, 737, 5708, 10,221.

51. Moses giving the redemption moriey to Aaron and his sons,
according to the Word of the Lord, as the Lord commanded Moses,
denotes that the external men as well as the internal, like the
spiritual as distinguished from the celestial, truly ascribe their life
to the Lord, and have coniunction with the internal of the church,
according to Divine Truth from Divine' Good by the influx of Divine
G-ood into their life of obedience, 7010, 9946, 5486.

Let us consider for a moment, the state in which mankind would
be without any lcnowledge whatever of the Lord and of a future state.

I t is true, that this cannot properly be said of the world in which
we live. For mankind not only has such a revelation, but the human
race has never been without it. Traditions of a golden age, have
J:>eef\ handed down from time immemorial; and there could not have
heen such a happy state with no knowledge of a Divine Being and
.a future life. And in the revelation made to this New Age we are
told that the earliest inhabitants of this earth, who lived like wild
.animals, were, nevertheless, regenerated, 286; and they could not
have been regenerated apart from a revelation giving them a know
ledge of the Lord, and of the future state.

But not only so. In the revelation that the world now has in the
Bible, which has been acknowledged as a revelation ever since the
first part of it was written by Moses, there is an allegorical descrip
tion of the spiritual state of that earliest race of men (Gen. i.-ii.);
.and we 110\V may kriow from it, that they had definite instruction
that it would be dangerous for them to ascribe their life to them
selves, and not to the Lord (Gen. i. 3, ii. 16-17). Hence, then, our
revela tion contains a part of the most ancient one; and we ought
not to forget that.

But still we nlay kriow how lamentable is the state of those with
-out a revelation, from thinking of that of those, who in the present
day, as we 11 as ina11 past ti me, are, or have been, ig norant 0fit,
-or who have denied it. And these remarks are made to show the
great importance of the revelation given to Moses by the Lord in
Mount Sinai, as the beginning of our chapter states. Do not let
us then forget the strict historical statement here made. We need
not, however, suppose, that when the Lord commanded Moses to
number the Levites as He did, nothing else was contained in the
-directions given, but what concerned them and the Israelites. For
surely revelat.ion from the Divine Being involves a great deal more
than such thing's. Hence, then, we must look for somethinr- more
than the history in the Word of the Lord, and thus in the (Jene~ations
of Aaron and Moses. For these generations, as the refer~nces show,
describe the derivations of Divine Good and 'Truth, which we are all
capable of understanding to be such as they are described in the
first section of the connected series to the end of vera 4. For if
these things were not true, neither the spiritual nor the natural
worlds could have existed, nor could the human race have existed
;a~d have been regenerated. This, then, is our great lesson to begin
\Vlt~; and we now therefore may proceed to study the succeeding
sections.

But how m':!ch more valuable is it to have the gift of charity, or
love ~o .the nelgh~our, and to acknowledge that it is from the Lord
t~c:n It IS. to. perceive, that we h::-ve a true revelation. Charity is the
Iiving prin ciple of the church In ourselves. When we have it it
never fails, and is never idle. I t loves to work for the e ocd of ~11'
and it regards all kinds and degree.s of usefulness from fhose thing~
that concern our souls to those which concern our bodies, as wor thv
of a proper share of attention. And this is all involved in the second
section to the end of ver. 10. "All religion bas rela tion to Iife and
the l.ife of .religion is t~ do. good" (DoeLt. of Life, 2). The out\vard

act, In \:rh1ch true chanty IS fully expressed, is at once the complex,
the continent, and the basis of the hizher life. But this outward
act would be vitiated if celestial good o~ love to the Lord were not
'vith}n it, as the essential. For y~u cannot separate'this from
charity. If you show me a man that is truly charitable 1 will affirm
that th':lt man .loves the L:ord, even if he is ignorant of true doctrine
concerning HUll. Chanty, however, is intermediate, and thus
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ministers on the one hand to celestial and on the other to natural
things, as appears from ver. 7, where the full conjunc~ion of all
mans powers in action is expressed by do.ing the service of the
tabernacle. Nor 111Ust we neglect the. caution at the end of the
section, bv assumin cr the worship of the Lord merely outwardly,
because such hypocrisy involves spiritual death, or in other words
separation from Him.

The third section is short, but it is very weighty. \\re must not
put faith before charity, although the. f.onner n1ay appear to us.
exceedingly impor tan t in our early reh~lous expenences; for who
does not k now that what a man loves} IS of far more consequence
than what he thinks or believes intellectually? N O\V this reminds us
of Cain and Abel in the most ancient allegory, and warns us to
beware lest we give to faith undue pre-eminence., and de~troy charity
by neglecting the cultivatic:>n. of the hea~t, and Its affec~Ions, and. at
length by asserting that faith alone w ill save us. ThIS contention
has been the bane of all preceding churches. Let us not COl1

tarninate ourselves with it in our daily lives; for it is possible to do
this by neglecting our obvious ~uty, \vhile. yet with our lips \v: loudly
praise even the genuine doctnne that faith apart from chanty, and
good work s expressing both together, ~ is dead. . .

And therefore we are to pay attention to what follows In respect
to the numbering of the Levites, not forgetting that these, con
sidered as distinct from the priests on the one hand, and the people
on the other, denote the worship of the Lord and the work of salva
tion among those in natural good derived from the Lord through
celestial and spiritual good, 10,017. For this is the reason why the
families of the Levites represent different qualities of good in the
ultimate heaven, as described from verso 14-37, while yet it some
times happens that they signify also either celestial good, or spiritual
good as the case may be, 3875, 3877, chap. ii. 1.7. In fact, the canlp
of the Levites in the midst of the camps when the army set forward,
is a fine symbolic description of the stimulating presence of Divine
Love operating even in the natural man. But observe, before pro
ceeding, that it is said, "Number the sons of Levi, every male,". to
indicate, ordination and arrangement as to truths, because the quality
of good is according to truths, by which it is formed. .

Now this description, therefore, involves a very great practical
lesson, which, it is to be feared, many do not learn well enough
as they journey through the wilderness of this world, For they often
forget, in their anxiety about being good, that they cannot be good
unless they act according to truths, since the truth everyone loves
best, is an indication of the good that he delights in. Or again,
some are so very eager in their pursuit of truth, or in the acquisition
of knowledge, that they are disposed to neglect charity, and there
fore, if they proceed at all, they do so but slowly. And hence we
may see the importance of conjoining faith with love and charity in
definite actions. And as the whole camp of the Israelites could not
have proceeded at all unless each division of the Levites, denoted by
Gershon, and Kohath and Merari, had done its proper duty, so neither
can the spiritual, or celestial man advance, when the natural affec
tions and powers do not co-operate. Consider, therefore, how very
much more is involved, in this description of the derivations,
numbers, positions, governors and functions of the Levites, than
appears upon the surface. And in reality, it shows that there is no
action in our lives that we ought to consider insignificant to be
used in order to promote our spiritual progress.'

I t is impossible indeed, in this short commentary, to speak a t

length on the particulars named up to the poi~1t just above indicated,
but as an illustration of the value of applying the correspoI~d.ence
of the names of persons, a comparison n1ay be made of t~e s~Intuc:l

signification of the princes of the four camps of the ~evItcs III t~I.S

chapter with that of the leaders of the four C~U11PS ~n .chapter 11.

Beginning with the east, we find that the leading pnn;lple of the
celestial heaven is, according to the correspondence of :N ahshon the
son of Arnminadab, truth immediately proceeding fr orn good; a~d

turning to the same quarter in this chapter we observe th a t, practIc
ally, the S8111e principle is denoted by Moses and Aaron and hIS sons,
for they signify "Divine Truth and Divine Good, and the truths
thence derived immediately proceeding from the Lord,' vel'. 38.
Again taking the south} in the former chapt~r, we notice that the
leading principle of the middle heaven, a~cordIng to th~ correspon?
ence of Elizur the son of Shedeur, is fai th from chanty, which IS
the foundation of the church, and also that, in this chapter, the
correspondence of Elizaphan the son. of l!zziel is "confiden~e in the
Divine protection, derived from the interior truth of tl:e \\: ord con
firmed in the Ii fe," w h ich a m 0 un ts tothe sa111 e thi ng , ver . 30.

Thirdly, we come to the west, and in the former chapt~r we observe
that the leading principle of the obscure good of the ultimate heaven
is, according- to the correspondence of Elisharna the so.n ~f An;
mihud obedience to truth from the love of good, while In this
chapte~, the correspondence .of Eliazaph. the son of .Lae.l, is "obedienc~
to the literal sense of the Word, derived from Its Internal sense,
ver. 24. .And, lastly, taking the north in chap. ii , \V~ see that the
leading- principle of those in the obscure truth of the ultln1at~ heaver:,
according t~ the .corresp?ndence of A..h~ezer the son ?f Amrnishaddai,
is good which aids, denved from DIVIne Truth which protects man
in temptations, and also that, in tQis chapter, the cor~espondence

of Zuriel the son of Abihail is "faith founded on the ultimate truth
of the Word, frOITI the love of truth on the natural plane for its own
sake," ver. 35.. ...

And now, in conclusion, we have a very interesting subject to take
into consideration, namely, the distinction between those who are
in faith, and those who are in charity generally; and bet\vee!1 th~se

who are in faith alone from an evil life, and those who are 111 faith
.alone from doctrine only, and not from an evil life. For the Levites
taken all together, clearly denote those who are in charity, as distin
guished from those who are in love to the Lord, and who are repre
sented by the priests; and we have already seen that although these
are separate, yet they are conjoined by this, namely, that there can
be no true love to the neighbour, with one who does not love the
Lord as well, nor can anyone truly love the Lord, and not at the
same time love the neighbour, this conjunction clearly arising from
the nature of the Lord's love. But the number of the Levites was
exactly twen tv-two thousand ; and when we reflect on this number,
we perceive that it not only signifies 4( the full conjunction of good
and truth in every degree and on every plane of life," ver. 39, but
we recognize also, that while a thousand denotes fulness, 2575,
twenty and t\VO, \vhi~h both signify. conj~ncti~n, also may denote.
since it is love bv which onlv there IS conjunction, love to the Lord
as the inmost, and love to the neighbour as the outward expression
of love to the Lord. Hence, then, we can now proceed, and con
sider the difference between the Levites taken all together, and the
children (or sons) of Israel taken all together. For the former
denote all in charity, and the latter denote all in faith, or truth,
2 son, and a male, specifically denoting truth. But the whole
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SCl\Il\IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SE~SE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH: \TERSE

1. The ordination and arrangement of those in the spiritual hcave.l1l
is distinguished from that of those in charit~r gen~rally, an~ t~elr

function is the cultivation and preservation ot the inmost affections
of love and charity, verso 1-16.

2. But those who constitute the spiritual heaven are also not to
be separated from those in charity generally; and alth:ough they
minister to celestial things, they cannot perform the functions of the
celestial, verso 17-20. .

3. Concerning the ordination and arrangement of those who ~re 10

the obscure good which constitutes the internal of the ultimate
heaven, and concerning their functions, verso 21-28.

4. The same in regard to those who constitute the external of the
ultimate heaven, verso 29-33' .

5. Concerning the ordination and arra~ger:tent of thos~ In the
spiritual. heaven, who perform s0rr:-e func~lon In the .\\~~rShlp of t~e

Lord and in the work of salvation, with a description of their
quality, verso 34-37. .

6. The same with regard to those in the internal of the ultimate
heaven, 38-4I.

7..And the same with regard to those in the external of the ulti
mate heaven, verso 42-45.

8. Also the quality of all those who are in charity taken tog~th~r.

according to ordination and arrangement, is a new state of life
through regeneration, fulness as to truths; and fulness of conjunction
both as to good and truth mutually and reciprocally, verso 46-49,

2. That the ordination and
arrangement of truths in the
spiritual heaven, or in the
spiritual degree of the human
mind, is to be distinguished
from that of those who are in
charity generally as to interior
goods, as to inmost good,

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth and
Divine Good giving the per
ception,

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto Aaron,
saying,

2. Take the sum of the
sons of Kohath from among
the sons of Levi, by their
families, by their fathers'
houses,

number of the children of Israel, was tiuent.y-two thousand two
hundred three score and thirteen, thus showing', correspondentially,
1hat love and charity were involved with those who were in faith,
because twenty-two thousand was the number of the Levites. And!
therefore it is said that the children of Israel, taken all together ~

represent' those in 'faith conjoined with charity, and not those in
faith without charity in this case, these being denoted by the first
born of the Egyptians who perished, although n?t nam~d her~.

But now we have to notice, that although all In genUIne faith are·
in faith conjoined with charity, yet some are disposed, in the begin
ning of regeneration especially, to give to faith an undue pre-
eminence, and that these are represented by the persons numbered
above twenty-two thousand, namely, the t\VO hundred three score an.d
thirteen. Again, however, by examining' the correspondepce of ~hlS.

number, which gives their real quality, we see that not\vIthst~ndlng

their exaltation of faith above charity externally, they do It not
internally; for t\VO hundred signifies their conjunction with the. Lord,
which can onlv be bv charity or by love; that they have this love'
within them 'by virtue of remains, which are signified by the five
shekels' and from the fact also that the shekel is called the shekel
of the sanctuary, denoting thus the conjunction of truth with gooer
a second time, or externally, by acknowledgment of the Lord and
obedience to Hirn : and the reason is given, namely, that they act
essentially from g~od, when yet ostensibly they are exalting faith.
And that this is their state is fully confirmed from a study of the.
number of shekels, which being exactly five times the number of
persons in excess of the Levites, vet correctly signifies "a full state
as to faith through conflict against evil according to their stat~," the
five evidently denoting not much, but a little as compar~d with the
quality signified by twenty-two thousand, and hence agaIn we learn,
that, according to the poet-

II There's a Divinity that shares our ends,
Rough-hew them how we will."

For the" Divinity" is essentially Divine Love in the inmost of all'
things collectively, and in the inmost of each person taken separately,
interpenetrating all the lower affections, an? s.ti~ulati~g ~1l the
derivative intellectual powers, wherever any individual IS disposed'
w illingly to do the Lord's will, notwithstanding the fact that he has
been externally educated into the belief that nothing but faith alone
saves him. Now we must remember this fact, therefore, of the
universality of the Divine influen~e.in order to discern clea.r1y that
there are thousands of good Christians, or may be e, such, In every'
denomination of the Spiritual Church, who are really in charity and
love while earnestly exalting faith only as saving; and that such
persons form, as it were, the border of the Lord.'s garment or of
His robe of righteousness, where the bells and the pomegranates are
in regular order, or where lowest truths are conjoined with goodl
(Exod. xxviii, 31-35) in innocence and humility.
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3. F rom thirty years old
and upward even until fifty
years old, all that enter upon
the service, to do the wo rk
in the tent of meeting.

4. This is the service of
the sons of Kohath in the
tent of meeting, ab ou; the
most holy things:

5. When the camp setteth
forward, Aaron shall go in,
and his sons, and they
shall take down the veil of
the screen, and cover the
ark of the testimonv with
it: "'

6. And shall put thereon
a covering of sealskin, and
shall spread over ita cloth
all of blue, and shall put in
the staves thereof.

7. And upon the table of
shewbread they shall spread
a cloth of blue, and put
thereon the dishes, and the
spoons, and the bowls, and
the cups to pour out withal :
and the continual bread
shall be thereon:

8. Arid they shall spread
upon them a cloth of scarlet,
and cover the same with a
covering of sealskin, and
shall put in the staves there
of.

3. And as to quality with
respect to truths leading. to
good, and truths confirmed in
good, in order that they may
perform their functions in
regard to the worship of the
Lord and the work of salva
tion.

4. And this function is the
cultivation and preservation of
the inmost affections of love
and charity.

5. For in every change of
state celestial love and the
truths thence derived are the
inmost moving powers, which,
by means of inmost appear
ances of truth, protect inmost
love;

6. And these, again by in
terior truths by such .as are
exterior; and the whole being
supported and conjoined by
truths most external.

7. Also it is the function of
celestial love and its truths to
protect spiritual good derived
frorn celestial good in the
middle heaven, by means of
exterior celestial ttuths, so
that the knowledges of in
terior and exterior celestial
good and truth in the natural
man, may be conjoined with
celestial good pre-eminently,
and also with spiritual good
pre-eminently, and with both
continually,

8. Being- also protected by
the operation of spiritual good
and truth internally, and
natural good and truth ex
ternally, together with this
good and truth embodied in

9. And they shall take a
cloth of bI ue, ~ and cover the
candlestick of the light, and
its lamps, and its tongs, and
its snuff-dishes, and all the
oil vessels thereof, where
with they minister unto it :

10 ...And they shall put it
and all the 'vessels thereof
within a cover ing of seal
skin, and shall put it upon
the frame.

I I . Arid upon the golden
altar they shall spread a
cloth of blue, and cover it
with a: covering of sealskin,
and shall put in the staves
thereof:

12. And they shall take
all the vessels of ministry,
wherewith they minister in
the sanctuary, and put them
in a cloth of blue, and cover
them with a covering of
sealskin, and shall put them
on the frame.

13. And they shall take
aVv"ay the ashes from the
altar, and spread a purple
cloth thereon:

F

action, so that the spiritual
man is prepared to make
progress.

g. Also celestial love and
the tru ths thence proceeding
provide for the protection of
the spiritual heaven, wherein
are truths interior and ex
terior, truths purificatory and
evacuatory, and truths recep
tive of good and ministering
thereto by means of spiritual
truth conjoined to celestial
good,

10. And also by means of
natural truths grounded in
good, and doctrinals which
sustain and support good;

11. Also the inmost worship
of the Lord in the spiritual
heaven, which is worship from
charity, is protected in the
same \vay;

12. As well as all minister
ing scientifics and doctrinals
by which this worship is per
formed.

13. Moreover celestial good
and truth are instrumental in
the removal from spiritual
worship of all those things
which have served their pur
pose, and the retention of
which would prevent progress,
and in protecting that worship
itself by the celestial love of
good;
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14. And they shall put
upo nit all the vessels there
of, w herewi th they minister
about it, the firepans, the
fleshhooks, and the shovels,
and the basons, all the
vessels of the altar; and
they shall spread upon it a'
covering of sealskin, and
put in the staves thereof.

IS. Arid when ...Aaron and
his sons have made an end
of covering the sanctuary,
and all the furniture of the
sanctuary, as the camp is to
set Iorward : after that, tlie
sons of Kohath shall come
to bear it: but thev shall
not touch the sanctuary,
lest they die. These things
are the burden of the sons
of Kohath in the tent of
meeting.

16. And the charge of
Eleazar the son of Aaron
the priest shall be the oil
for the] ight, and the sweet
incense, and the continual
meal offering, and the
anointing oil, the charge of
all the tabernacle, and of all
that therein is, the sanctu
ary, and the furniture
thereof.

14. And thus, too, are all
things ministering to this
worship, namely, those which
have reference to love interior
and exterior, those which
have reference to truth in
terior and exterior, and those
which are essential in worship,
similarly protected.

IS. And when celestial love
and its truths thus protect the
true worship of the Lord, and
all things which minister
thereto, in order that there
may he progress in spiritual
life, then it is the function of
the spiritual heaven and the
spiritual man, who is a
heaven or is preparing for
heaven, to promote such pro
gress, but he cannot perform
the functions proper to the
celestial loves, nor can he
realize the celestial things
thereof, for this would cause
the destruction of his own life
of charity; but nevertheless
spiritual love ministers to
celestial love in the worship
of the Lord and the work of
salvation.

16. But spiritual truth,
which is immediately from
celestial love, alone preserves
essential celestial good, from
which proceeds truth all
things that are grateful and
acceptable in worship, all
worship from charity, all that
promotes the conjunction of
good and truth, all things in
general having relation to
\~orship, all things in par
ticular, and all things minis
tering thereto internal and
external.

17. And the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto ...Aaron,
saying,

18. Cut ve not off the
tribe of the

r

families of the
Kohathites from among the
Levites:

19. But thus do unto
them, that they may live,
and not die, when they ap
preach unto the most holy
things: Aaron and his sons
shall go in, and appoint
them everyone to his serv
ice and to his burden:

20. But they shall not go
in to see the sanctuary even
for a moment, lest they die.

2 I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

22. Take the sum of the
sons of Gershon also, by
their fathers' houses, by
their families;

23. From thirty years old
and upward until fifty years
old shalt thou number
rhern ; all that enter in to

F 2

17. And there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth and Divine Good giving
the perception.

18. 'That all those who are
in charity and in the faith of
charity, and who constitute
the spiritual heaven for the
uses just described, are not
to be separated from those
in charity there generally;

19. And in order that they
nlay enjoy their specific good
without loss of spiritual life,
when they minister in the holy
things appertaining to celes
tial love, or to the inmost
heavens, they shall be sup
ported by influx from celestial
love and its truths from that
heaven, and shall receive their
love of use internal and ex
ternal, thence.

20. But still they cannot
COIne into the perception of
good and truth enjoyed by the
celestial, nor ought they to
aspire after such perception,
lest they should lose their
own proper life of charity.

2 I. Further there is revela
tion from the Lord by Divine
'[ruth giying perception to the
man of the church,

22. That those who are in
the obscure good, which con
stitutes the internal of the
ultimate heaven both as to
interior and exterior things
are ordinated and arra nr-ed

. b

according to their quality,

23. With respect to truths
leading to good, and truths
confirmed in good, in order
that they may perform their
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wait upon the service, to do
the work In the tent of
meeting.

24. This is the service of
the families of the Gershon
ites, in serving and in bear
ing burdens:

25. They shall bear the
curtains of the tabernacle,
and the tent of meeting, its
covering, and the covering
of sealskin that is above
upon it, and the screen for
the door of the tent of meet
ing;

26. And the hangings of
the court, and the screen for
the door of. the gate of the
court, which is by the taber
nacle and by the altar round
about, and their cords, and
all the instruments of their
service, and whatsoever shall
be done with them, therein
shall they serve.

2i. At the commandment
of Aaron and his sons shall
be all the service of the sons
of the Gershonites, in all
their burden, and in all their
service: and ye shall ap
point unto them in charge
all their burden.

28. This is the service of
the Iam il ies of the sons of
the Gershonites in the tent
of meeting: and their
charge shall be under the
hand of I thamar the son of
Aaron the priest.

function in regard to the wor
ship of the Lord and the work
of salvation.

24. And this is the function
of those in the internal of the
ultimate heaven in the cultiva
tion of good internal and
external.

25. They support the in
terior truths of faith which
belong to those in the second
heaven, the exterior truths of
faith which belong to their
own heaven, the external
truths there, the external
good there, and the appear
ances of truth which are the
medium between their own
heaven and the second.

26. Also they support the
truths of the external of the
ultimate heaven; the doctrine
of the Lord therein, as to truth
and as to good; and all in
ferior truths which minister
thereto in some specific use;
for by these they worship,

27. And all these functions
are performed through the
influx of celestial good and
its truths into every act of
external worship and internal;
and thus celestial love and its
truths are present in things
most external.

28. These are the functions
of those in the obscure good
of the ultimate heaven in the
worship of the Lord and the
work of salvation : and their
ruling motive is the love of
natural good received from

29. As for the sons of
Merari, thou shalt number
them by their families, by
their fathers' houses;

30. From thirty years old
and upward even unto fifty
years old shalt thou number
them, everyone that enter
eth upon the service, to do
the work of the tent of meet
ing.

3 I. And this is the charge
of their burden, according
to all their service in the
tent of meeting; the boards
of the tabernacle, and the
bars thereof, and the pillars
thereof, and the sockets
thereof;

32 • And the pillars of the
court round about, and their
sockets, and their pins, and
their cords, with all their
instruments, and with all
their service: and bv name
ye shall appoint the.' instru
ments of the cha'rge of their
burden.

33. This is the service of
the families of the sons of
Merari, according to all
their service, in the tent of
meeting, under the' hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron
the priest.

the Lord and expressed with
power in natural truth.

29. But with regard to
those in the external of the
same heaven, their ordination
and arrangement also is
according to exterior and
interior good.

30. "/ith respect to truths
leading to good and tru th s
confirmed in good, with all
who perform some function
internal or external connected
with the worship of the Lord
and the work of salvation.

31. And this is their office
according to their function:
the preservation of the Word
in its ultimate form according'
to appearances, and of all
external worship in agr·ee
ment therewith ; involving the
preservation of good and truth
on the ultimate plane.

32 • And also all the truths
by which such external wor
ship is supported, the con
junction of these with things
Internal, and the confirmation
of such support and conjunc
tion as to particulars in every
sphere of life; and according
to the specific quality of each
individual, shall his office and
his uses be.

33· These are the functions
of those in the external of the
ultimate heaven in the worship
of the Lord, and the work of
salvation, and their ruling
motive also shall be the love
of natural good received from
the Lord and expresed with
power in natural truths.



7° 1'1-1£ BOO!\. OF NUlIIBERS
C]-IAP]'El( 1 i o

"

34. Arid Moses and
Aaron and the princes of
the congregation numbered
the sons of the Kohathites
by their families, and bv
their fathers' houses, .

35. From thirty years old
and upward even unto fifty
years old, everyone that
entered upon the service, for
'York in the tent of meeting:

36. Arid those that were
numbered of them by their.
fami lies were two thousand
seven h undrecl arid fiftv ,

37. These are they that
were numbered of the fami
lies of the Kohathites, all
that did serve in the tent of
meeting, whom Moses and
_...Aaron numbered accordinv

b
to the commandment of the
LORD by the hand of Moses.

38. And those that were
numbered of the sons of
Gershon, ?y their families,
and by their fathers' houses,

39. From thirty years old
and upward even unto fifty
years old, everyone that
entered upon the service,
~or work in the tent of meet~
lng,

40. Even those that were

34. But according to Divine
'Truth and Divine Good, as
expressed in the primary
truths of the church, is the
ordination and arrangement
of those who constitute the
middle or spiritual heaven as
to externals and internals;

35. From those who are in
truths leaping to good to those
who are in truths confirmed
in good, and who perform
some function in the worship
of the Lord and the work of
salvation,

36. And their quality, ac
cording to ordination and
arrangement, is fulness of the
canj unction of good and truth,
a holy state -according to
good, and f ulness as to
truths.

37. Such is the ordination
and arrangement of those in
the spiritual heaven who per
form some function in the
worship of the Lord and the
work of salvation, by Divine
Truth and Divine Good, that
is, through influx from the
Lord, .and by the power of
the Divine Law,

38. And the ordination and
arrangement of those who
constitute the internal of the
ultimate heav~n according to
externals and Internals,

39. From those who are in
truths leading to good to
those who are in truths con
firmed in good, and who per
form some function in the
worship of the Lord and the
work of salvation,.

40. Sbows that their quality

numbered of them, by their
families, by their fathers'
houses, were two thousand
and six hundred and thirty.

41. These are they that
were numbered of the fami
lies of the sons of Gershon,
all that did serve in the tent
of meeting, whom Moses
and Aaron numbered ac
cording to the command
ment of the LORD.

42 ...And those that were
numbered of the families of
the sons of Merari, by their
families, by their fathers'
houses,

43. From thirty years old
and upward even unto fifty
years old, everyone that er1
tered upon the service, for
work in the tent of meeting,

44. Even those that were
numbered of them by their
families, were three thou
sand and two hundred.

45. These are they that
were numbered of the fam i
lies of the sons of Merari,
whom Moses and Aaron
numbered according to the
commandment of the LORI)
by the hand of Moses,

46. All those that were
.numbered of the Levites,
whom Moses I and Aaron

ex ternally, and in ternally, is
conjunction as to good and
t:uth, a full course of ternpta
trons, and relative fulness as
to truths.

4 I. Such is the ordination
and arrangement of those in
the internal of the ultima te
heaven who perform some
f unction in the worship of
the Lord and the work of
salvation, by Divine Truth
and Divine Good through In
flux from the Lord.

42. And the ordination and
arrangement of those who
constitute the external of the
ultimate heaven as to exter
nals and internals,

43. From those who are in
truth leading to good to those
who are in truth confirmed in
good, and who perform some
function in the wor-ship of the
Lord and the wor k of salva
tion,

44. Shows tha t their quality
according to their general
principle of external good is
completeness as to the good
of their degree, and the con
junction of truth therewith.

4:;' And this ordination and
ar rangement of those in the
external of the ultimate
heaven is by Divine Truth
and Divine Good, that is, by
the influx of Divine Good from
the Lord operating by Divine
Truth.

46. And the quality of all
those who are ordinated and
arranged by Divine Truth ann
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48. Even their quality is a
new state through regenera
tion, fulness as to truths, and
fulness of conjunction both as
to good and truth mutually
and reciprocally.

47. From those who are 10

a state of truth leading to
good to those who are in truth
confirmed in good, and who
are capable of performing
some use in connection with
the worship of the Lord and
the work of salvation, internal
or external;

49. Arid this ordination and
arrangement is entirely frorn
the Lord by Divine Truth the
quality - of each individual
being known both as to in
terior and exterior uses, such
ordination and arrangement
also- being the effect of influx
and correspondence, wherein
is exhibited the power of
Divine Truth, or the Divine
Omnipotence.

and the princes of Israel
numbered, by their families,
and by their fathers' houses,

47. From thirty years old
and upward even unto fifty
yeats old, everyone that
entered in to do the work of
service, and the work of
bearing burdens in the tent
of meeting,

48. Even those that were
numbered of them, were
eight thousand and five
hundred and fourscore.

49 . Accordi ng to the com
mandment of the LORD thev
were numbered by the hand
of Moses, everyone accord
ing to his service, and ac
cording to his burden: thus
were they numbered of him,
as the LORD commanded
Moses.

Divine Good, and
operation of the
truths of the church
in such truths, and
in charity according
nals and internals,

the co
primary

or those
who are
to exter-

tinguished from those who are in charity generally, because the
Kohathites signify those who are in the good of charity, ~nd t.he~ce
in truths in brightness, chap. iii. 17, 29, 9684, and the Levites signify
those who are in charitv and thence in truths generally, 3875, 3877;
and by their families, by their fathers' houses, denotes as to interior
good, and as to inmost good, because families denote a general good
of which the fathers' house is a particular good, 7833.

3. From thirty years old and upward even unti,l fifty years old,
denotes as to quality with respect to truths leading to good and
truths confirmed in good, because by thirty years old is denoted
"some\vhat of combat," and thus the state of truth leading to good,
5335, 9274, and. because fifty years old denotes fulness as to truths
which are also full of g-oods,. and thus a confirmed state as to truths,
214 1 ; and all that enter into the service, or rather warfare, to do the
work of the tent of meeting, denotes in order that they may perform
their functions in regard to the worship of the Lord and the work
of salvation, because by entering into warfare is denoted engaging
in combat against evil, 5335, and to do the work of the tent of
meeting is to worship the Lord in order to promote the heavenly
life, and thus the work of salvation, 35403.

4, This being the service, or work , of the sons of Kohath in the
tent of meeting about the most holy things, denotes that the functions
of those who are in truths in brightness in the spiritual heaven, is the
cultivation and _preservation of the inmost affections of love and
charity there, because by the sons of Kohath are denoted those who
are in truths from charity in brightness, ver. 2; by the tent of
meeting are denoted the spiritual and celestial things of the Lord's
kingdom, 35403; and by what is "1110St holy" there, are denoted
the inmost affections of love and charity, 3210.

,~. By the camp setting forward is denoted a change of state during
regeneration, 4236, 8181 ; by Aaron and his sons are denoted celestial
love and its truths, 9Q46, 10,017; celestial love and charity are inmost
moving powers, and the veil denotes inmost appearances of truth,
2576; the ark of the testimony denotes the inmost heaven, and thus
inmost love, 948~; and the ark being covered by the veil both when
the camp rested, and during the journeying of the Israelites,
evidently denotes that inmost appearances of truth protect inmost
love, 2576; while the taking down of the veil aptly typifies the end
of the old state and the beginning of the new state.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. Th~s is evident, because b)~ Je~ovah is det;0ted the Divine Being
~s to HIS love, 2.0C?1; by speaking IS denoted Influx, 295 1 ; by Moses
IS represe!l~ed DIVIne Truth or the Word, 7010; bv Aaron is repre
sented DIVIne Good, 9946; and by saying is denoted perception
1791, 1822. '

2. T~king the sum of the sons of Kohath, from among the sons
of. ~evl, denotes the ordination and. arrangement of truths in the
spiritual heaven, or in the spiritual degree of the human mind, dis-

6. Putting upon the veil a covering of sealskin, denotes the pro
tection of inmost appearances of truth by those which are interior,
2Q6, 9471 ; spreading over it a cloth all of blue, denotes the protection
of interior truths by such as are exterior. 94663, 9468; and putting
in the staves of the ark denotes the whole supported and conjoined
by truths most external, 9496.

7. This appears from the signification of Aaron and his sons, as
denoting celestial love and its truths, 9946; of the table of shewbread
as denoting spiritual good derived from celestial good in the middle
heaven, 10,27°; of the cloth all of blue as denoting exterior celestial
truths, 9868, q870:; of the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and
the cups, as denoting the knowledges of interior and exterior celestial
good and truth, 9544; and of the continual bread, as denoting
celestial and spiritual good pre-eminently and continually, 9545;
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while by "to pour out wi thal " is denoted the influx of good into
truths and thence conjunction, 3728, 9780.

8. Spreading upon them a cloth of scarlet denotes the operation of
spiritual good and truth internally; and upon this a covering of
sealskin, denotes the operation of natural good and truth externally,
9468, 4922, and putting in the staves thereof, denotes" together w itlt
this good and truth embodied in action," whereby the spiritual n130
is prepared to make progress, 9496.

9. This is seen from the signification of Aaron and his sons as
denoting celestial love and the truths thence proceeding, 9946,
10,017; of the candlestick as denoting the spiritual heaven, 9548; of
the light and the lamp, as denoting truths interior and exterior,
9548; of the tongs. 'and snuff-dishes, as denoting truths purificatory
and evacuatory, 9572; and of the oil vessels thereof wherewith they
minister unto it, as denoting truths receptive of good and minister
ing thereto, 3079, 3728. But covering all these things with cloth of
blue denotes protection by exterior celestial truths, 9868, 9870.

10. Putting them within a covering of sealskin denotes protection
by natural truths grounded in good, 9468; and putting the whole
upon a frame, or bar, denotes protection by doctrinals which support
good, 402, 9496.

I I. Putting upon the golden altar a cloth of blue, covering that
with a covering of sealskin, and putting in the staves thereof,
denotes that the inmost worship of the Lord in the spiritual heaven ~

which is worship from charity, is protected in the same way, 9868,.
9868, 9870, 9468, 4°2, 9496.

12. Taking all the vessels of the ministry wherewith they minister
in the sanctuary, putting them in a cloth of blue, covering that with
a covering of sealskin, and putting them on the frame or bar, denotes
the protection of all ministering scientifics and doctrinals by wh ich
the inmost worship of the Lord is performed or promoted, 3079,.
9868, 9870, 9468, 402, 9496.

13. Taking a\vay. the ashes from the altar, and spreading a purple
cloth thereon, denotes that celestial good and truth are instrumental
in the rem.oval from spiri t~al worship of all those things which have
served their purpose, 9946, 10,017, 9723, and the retention of which
would prevent progress; and in protecting that worship .itself by the
celestial love of good, 9467, 9868. .

14. Bv all the vessels of the altar wherewith thev minister about
it, the firepan s, the fleshhooks and the shovels and the basons, all
the vessels of the altar, are denoted all things ministerino to the
worship of the Lord, 3°79, 9572; by firepans and fleshh~oks are
denoted things having reference to love interior and exterior from
the signification of fire and flesh, 934, 574; by shovels and basons
are denot~d what has reference to truth interior and exterior, 9724;

by spreading over th~se a coverin.g of sealskin is denoted protection
by truths ground~d. 1.11 good, \VhICh are essential also in worship,
9468; and by putting In the staves thereof is denoted good and truth
embodied in action, whereby the spiritual man is prepared to make
progress, 9496.

15· This appears from considering that Aaron and his sons denote
celestial love' and its truths, 9946, 10,017; that making an end of

covering the sanctuary, and all the furni ture of the sanctuary r

denotes the protection of the true worsh ip of the Lord and all things
which minister thereto, 2576, 3210, 10,34°; that the calnp setting
Forward, denotes progress in the spiritual life, 4236, 8181; that the
sons of Kohath cornirur to bear the sanctuary, denotes that it is the
function of the spiritual heaven and the spiritual man to promote such
progress, ver. 2; that their not touching the sanctuary denotes that
they cannot perform the functions proper to those in celestial love,
nor can they realize the celestial things thereof. for that this would
cause the destruction of their own life of charity, 10,130, 2908; and
that these things were the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tent
of rneeting, denotes that, nevertheless, spiritual love min isters to
celestial love in the worship of the Lord and the w or k of salvation,
ver.. 2, 6390, 10,242.

16. This is true, because by Eleazar is denoted spiritual truth
immediately proceeding from celestial love, 9946, 10,017; by the
oil is denoted celestial good, 886; by the light is denoted truth, 3 195;

by the sweet incense is denoted what is grateful and acceptable in
worship, 9475; by the meal offering is denoted worsh ip from charity,
2177; by the anoin ting oil is denoted that which promotes the
conjunction of goodness and truth, 9954; by the tabernacle is denoted
everything in general having relation to .worship : and by the
sanctuary with all things in it, everything in particular, as well as
all things ministering to worship, 3210.

17. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking- is denoted influx, 295 I ; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; by Aaron is
denoted Divine Good, 9946; and by saying is denoted perception,
1791, 1822.

18. Not cutting off the tribe of the Iarn ilies of the Kohathites fr orn
among the Levites, denotes that all those who are in charitv and the
faith of charity, for the uses just described, are not to be .scparnted
from those in charity generally, chap. iii. 17, 29, 9684, 3875, 3877,
53°2.

19. Doing thus unto them in order that thev mav live and not die
denotes "in order that they may enjoy their"" specific good, without
loss of spiritual life," 290, 29°8; approaching un to the most holv
thing~, denotes when the spiritual minister in the holy worship from
celestial love, 10,02 I, 3210; Aaron and his sons denote celestial love
and its truths, 9946, 10,017, and their going in to the holy place
denotes support by the influx of celestial love and its truths in
worship, 99°3; and Aaron appointing to the sons of Kohath their
service and their burden, denotes that the Spiritual receive their love
of use in ternal and external thence, 7°38, 639 0 .

20. Their not going in to see the sanctuary even for a n1001en t
lest they die, denotes that still (he Spiritual cannot come into the
perception of good and truth enjoyed bv the Celestial nor oushr
they to aspire after such perception, lest -they should lo~f' their o~vn
proper life of charity, 9903, 2 IS0, 3210, 2908.

2.1. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
BeIng ~s to His love, 70?I; by speaking is. denoted influx, 295 I; by
.Moses IS represen~ed DIVIne Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and bv saying
IS denoted perception , 1791, J822. - -
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22. Taking the sum of the sons of Gershon by .their fathers' houses
bv their families, denotes that those who are In the obscure good
\\~hich constitutes the internal of the ultimate heaven both .as to
interior and exterior things, are ordinated and arranged according to
their quality, chap. iii. 17, 9960~u, 1463, 10, 217.

2). From thirty years old and up ward until fifty years old, denotes
as --to quality with respect to truths leading .to good and truths
confirmed in good, because by thirty years old IS denoted somewhat
of combat and thus the state of truth leading to good, and because
fiftv vears old denotes fulness .as to truths which are also full of
Goods'" and thus a confirmed state as to truths, 5335, 9274, 2141 ; and
~11 th at enter in to wait upon the service, or warfare, to do the \vor!~
in the tent of meeting, denotes in order that they may perform their
function in' regard to the worship of the Lord and the work of
salvation, 5335, 7038, 35403, vera 3· .

24. This being the service of the families of the Gershonites in
servine and 'bearing burdens, denotes that this is the. function of those
in theb internal of the ultimate heaven in the cultivation of good
internal and external, chap. iii. 17, 7833, 7038, 6390.

25, The curtains of the tabernacle and the tent of meeting. denote
the interior truths of faith which belong to those in the second
heaven, and the exterior truths of faith which belong to those in
the internal of the ultimate heaven respectively, 9595, 9615; the fi~st
covering named denotes external truths, arid the covering of sealskin,
external good, in the internal of the ultimate. heaven, 947 1, 9632;
and the screen for the door of the tent of meeting denotes the appear
ances of truth which are the medium between the ultimate heaven
and the second, 25766, 9686.

26. The hangings of the court denote the truths of the ultimate
heaven, and in this case of the external of that heaven, 9743; the
screen for the door of the gate of the court denotes the doctrine of
the Lord as to truth and as to good, 2J56, and the guard lest there
should be entrance by those not prepared, 9763 ; it is said" as to truth
and as to good," because of the two expressions" door" and" gate,"
683 ; which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, denotes
also "as to truth and as to good," in regard to worship, 10,242;
the cords and the instruments of their service denote all inferior
truths which minister thereto, Q854, 90113, 7038; whatsoever shall
be clone with them denotes, evidently, some specific use, 9282; and
their serving therein denotes that by them they worship, 7038.

27. At the commandment, or according to the mouth, of Aaron
and his sons, denotes through the influx of celestial good and its
truths, which is according to Divine Providence, 8560, 295 I, 9946;
the service of the Gershonites denotes the functions of those who
are in the obscure good of the internal of the ultimate heaven, 7038,
chap. iii. 17; in all their burden and in all their. service, denotes in
every act of external and internal worship, 6390, 7o~8; and" ve shall
appoint unto them in charge all their burden, denotes that thus
celestial love and its truths are present in things most external,
9946, 5288, 3382, 7038.

28. This being the service of the families of the sons of the Ger
shonites in the tent of meeting, denotes that these are the functions

of those in the obscure good of the ultimate heaven in the worship of
the Lord and the work of salvation, chap. iii. 17, 7833, 3540 3 , ver. 3;
and their charac bein 0- under the hand of I tharnar the son of Aaron
the priest, de~otes that their ruling motive is. the love ?f natural
good received from the Lord and expressed with power 111 natural
truth, 3382, 87S, 98 12, 725, 9946.

29. The sons of Merar i numbered by their families by their fathers'
houses denotes that the ordination and arrangement of those in the
exterrial of the ultimate heaven is also according to exterior and
interior good, 10,217, chap. iii. 17, 7854, 7833.

30. From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old,
denotes with respect to truths leading to good and truths con finned
in good, because by thirty years old is denoted somewhat of combat,
and thus the state of truth leading to good, and because fifty years
old denotes fulness as to truths which are also full of goods, and thus
a confirmed state as to truths, 5335, 9274, 2141; and everyone that
entereth into the service to do the work of the ten t of meeting,
denotes with all who perform some function internal or external
connected with the worship of the Lord and the work of salvation,
5335, 7038, 35403, ver. 3·

3 I. This being the charge of their burden according to all their
service in the tent of meeting, denotes that this is their office according
to their function, 3382, 6390, 7038, 35403; and the boards of the
tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof and the
sockets thereof, denote the preservation of the Word in its ultimate
form, according to appearances, and of all external worship in agree
ment therewith, involving the preservation of good and truth on the
ultimate plane, because the boards denote the good which supports
heaven, 9634; the bars denote the po\ver of good by truths, 402'1,
94963; and the pillars and sockets denote the ultimate good and
truth by which the church is supported, 9757.

32. The pillars of the court round about and their sockets, denote
all the truths by which such external worship is supported, 974I,
9757; the pins and the cords denote the conjunction of these things
with what is internal, and the confirmation of such support and
conjunction in every sphere as to particulars, 9854, 9777; all their
instruments with all their service, denotes "those things intellectual
and voluntary by means of which the regeneration of man is pro
moted, such as worldly knowledges and merely natural uses," 5948,
5949, 3409, chap. iii. 36; and" by name ye shall appoint the instru
merits of the charge of their burden," therefore denotes that according
to the specific quality of each individual, so shall his office and his
uses be, 144, 3382, 6390.

33· This being the service of the families of the sons of Merari,
denotes that these are functions of those in the external of the
ultimate heaven, 7833, chap. iii. 17, 7854, 7038; according to all
their service in the tent of meeting, denotes in the worship of the
Lord and the work of 'salvation, 7038, 35403, ver. 3; and under the
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest, denotes that their
ruling- motive, also, shall be the love of natural good received from
the Lord, and expressed with power in natural truths, 878, 9812.
j 2 5, 9946.
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34. By Moses and Aaron and the princes of the congrega ti0!1 are
denoted Divine Truth and Divine Good, as expressed in the pnn1ary
truths of the church, 7010, 9946, 1482; by numbering are denoted
ordination and arrangement, 1.£),217; and by the sons of the Kohath
i tes according to their families and their fathers' houses, are denoted
those who constitute the middle or spiritual heaven as to externals
and internals, ver. 2, 9684, chap. iii. 17, 7833.

35. From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old,
denotes from those who are in truths leading to good to those who
are in truths confirmed in good, ver. 30; and everyone that entered
upon the service for work in the tent 0.£ meeting, denotes those who
perform some function in the worship of the Lord and the work of
salvation, 5335, 7038, 35403, ver. 3·

36. Those that were numbered of thern by their families being tw o
thousand seven hundred and fifty, denotes that their quality according
to ordination and arrangernent is fulness of the conjunction of good
and truth, a holy state according to good, and fulness as to truths,
because nurnbering denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; by
their families denotes quality as to varieties of good, 7833; two
denotes the conjunction of good and truth, hence t\VO thousand does
the same, 5194; seven denotes a holy state as to good, and hence so
does seven hundred, 716; and fifty denotes fulness as to truths, 2141.

37. These being they that are. numbered of the families of the
Kohathites, denotes that such is the ordination and arrangement of
those in the spiritual heaven, 10,217, ver. 34; all that did serve in
the tent of meeting, denotes those who perform some function in the
worship of the Lord and the work of salvation, 5335, 7038, 35403,
ver. 3; whom Moses and Aaron numbered, denotes by Divine Truth
and Divine Good, 7010, 9946; and according to the commandment of
the Lord by the hand of Moses, denotes through influx from the
Lord, and by the power of the Divine Law, 5486, 878, 7463.

38. Those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, denote
the ordination and arrangement of those who constitute the internal
of the ultimate heaven, 10,217, ver. 27; and by their families, by
their fathers' houses, denotes according to externals and internals,
7833.

39. From thirty r years old and upward even unto fifty years old,
denotes from those who are in truths leading to good to those who
are in truths confirmed in good, ver. 30; and everyone that entered
into the service for work in the tent of meeting, denotes those who
perform some function in the worship of the Lord and the work of
salvation, ver. 30.

40. Those that were numbered of them by their families, by their
fathers' houses, denotes quality externally and internally, 10,217,
ver. 27, 7833; and t\VO thousand six hundred and thirty denotes
conjunction as to good and truth, a full course of temptations, and
relative fulness as to truths, 5194, 737, 5335.

41. These being they that were numbered of the families of the
sons of Gershon, denote that such is the ordination and arrangement
of those in the internal of the ultimate heaven, 10,217, ver. 27; all
that did serve in the tent of meeting, denotes those who perform

sorncfunction in the worship of the Lord and the work of salvation,
5335, 7038, 35403, ver. 3; whom Moses and Aaron nUIl1bere?, denotes
by Divine "[ruth and Divine Good, 7010, 994?; and ~ccordlng to the
commandment of the I ord, denotes according to Influx f rorn the
Lord, 5486.

42. Those that w er e numbered of the farn ilies of the sons o~ Merari,
denotes the ordination and arrangement of those who COr:stItUt~ .the
external of the ultimate heaven, 10,217, ver. 29; and by their families,
by their fathers' houses, denotes as to externals and internals, 7833.

43. Fr0111 thirty years old and upward ~ven unto fifty years old,
denotes from those who are in truths leading to good to those who
are in truths confirmed in good, ver. 30; and everyone that entered
into the service for work in the tent of meeting, denotes those who
perform some function in the worship of the Lord and the work of
salvation, ver. 30.

44. Those that vwere numbered of them by their families being
three thousand and two hundred, denotes that their quality according
to their general principle of external ~ood, is completeness as to
good of their degree, and the conjunction of truth therewith, 10, 217J

ver. 29, 7833, 10,492 , 5 194.

45. These being they that were numbered of the families of the
sons of Merari, denotes the ordination and arrangement of those
in the external of the ultimate heaven, 10,217, ver. 29; whom Moses
and Aaron numbered, denotes by Divine Truth and Divine Good,
7010, 9946; and according to the commandment of the Lord by the
hand of Moses, denotes by influx of Divine Good from the Lord
opera ting by Divine 'Truth, 5486, 878, 7010.

46..'-\11 those that were numbered of the Levites,. whom Moses and
Aaron and the princes of Israel numbered by their familics, by their
fathers' houses, denotes the quality of all those who are ordinated
and arranged by Divine Truth arid Divine Good, and the co-operation
of the primary truths of the church, or those in such truths, and who
are in charity according to externals and internals, 10, 217, 3871'
70 10, 9946, 1482, 7833.

47. From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old,
denotes from those who are in a state of truth leading to good, to
those who are in truth confirmed in good, ver. 30; everyone that
entered in to do the work of service and the work of bearing burdens
in the tent of meeting, denotes all who are capable of performing
some use in connection with the worship of the Lord and the work
of salvation, internal or external, ver. 30, 6390'

48. Those that were numbered of them being eight thousand and
five hundred and four score, denotes that their quality is a new state
of life through regeneration, fulness as to truths and fulness of
conjunction both as to good and truth mutually and reciprocally,
JO, 2 17, 2044 , 10,253, 7284. It is to be remembered here that t\VO
f.orties, or four score, involves fulness of victory in temptation, and
thence fulness of reciprocal conjunction because the fundamental
number two denotes conjunction, and forty denotes temptations,
5194, 730 •
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49. Being numbered according to the commandment o-f the Lord,
or according to the mouth or word of the Lord, denotes that this
ordination and arrangement is entirely from the Lord by Divine
Truth, 10,217, ver. 27; by the hand of Moses denotes by Divine
Truth in its po\ver, H78, 7010; everyone according to his service
and according to his burden, denotes the quality of each individual
known both as to in terior and exterior uses, 7038, 6390; and thus
being numbered by Moses, as the Lord commanded Moses, denotes
that such ordination and arrangement, are the effect of influx and
correspondence, wherein is exhibited the po\ver of Divine Truth, or
the Divine Omnipotence, 10, 2 17, 70 10 , 5486.

We m.ay commence our review of this chapter by referring to t\VO
little matters, one connected with the numbering of the Levites, and
the other with the age at which they were required to begin their
service in the Tabernacle. In ver. 39 of the last chapter it is said
that the number of Levites was exactly twenty-two thousand; this
was t\V-O hundred .and seventy-three less than' the total number of
firstborn male Israelites; and each of the two hundred and seventy
three was required to pay a redemption price of five shekels to Aaron,
because there were no Levites to represent them. But it appears,
a lso, that the actual surn total of the Levitcs, obtained by adding
together the full numbers of Gershonites, Kohathites, and Merarites
as given in verso 22, 28 and 34 respectively, was twenty-two thousand
three hundred; and commentators have had differences of opinion as
to how this discrepancy is to be accounted for. Some supp-ose,
therefore, that by a mistake in the manuscripts, or in the printing
of the Hebrew, the number of the Kohathites is given as eight
thousand six hundred instead of eight thousand three hundred; and
others consider that the odd three hundred Levites were the firstborn
males of that tribe, who already belonged to ·the Lord according to
the general law concerning the firstborn (Exod. xiii. 2, 12, 13), and
that, therefore, they could not be counted as Levites who should
stand for Israelite firstborn. And in this opinion we are told that
most Jewish and Christian commentators agree. And although
neither of these suppositions may be really correct, yet we are dis
posed to think the second is so, because there must have been a
certain proportion of firstborn males among the Levites, and it is
reasonable to suppose that they were the odd three hundred; and,
besides, if this had not been the case, those Israelites who were
required to pay the redemption money would have had just cause to
complain that the number of Levites was actually in excess of the
firstborn males among the Israelites. Moreover, the c-orrespondence
of the twenty-two thous.and is exactly according to the requirement
of the internal sense, and so, also, is the number t\VO hundred and
seventy-three, and the number of shekels paid.

But now with regard to the age at which the Levites were
~ppoin~ed to commence their s~rvice, we find~hat ~n the last chapter
It IS said to have been from thirty years, and In this the same while
yet in chap. viii. it is said to have been at twenty-five year~;' and
this is explained by .most commentators by c?nsidering that they
may have been enjoined to commence their lighter duties at the
age of twenty-five, but their. heavier work not until the age of thirty.
And, also, we shall see again, when we come to study chapter viii.,
that the correspondence of the number twenty-five is harmonious
with the series in the internal sense there.

Taking now the first section of our chapter, let us consider its
particular teaching. It describes the functions of those in the spiritual

heaven, as distinguished from the functions of those in charity
generally. For it 111USt be clear to the reflecting mind that in each
heaven specific uses are performed for the benefit of the whole, and
that, indeed, each angel has his specific function. Uses are those
things which each is able to do for the good of all, and which all
together are. able to do for the good of each; and thus there is no
selfishness in the love of uses. But the uses of those who are in
charity generally are various according to the heaven to which they
may belong,\vhile the uses of those who are in charity in the
spiritual heaven have a relation, as it is said, to the most holy things
(ver. 4), that is, the spiritual heaven supports and protects the
celestial heaven, from which it derives its life and activity. And as
Aaron and his sons belonged to the family of the Kohathites, and
yet were distinguished from them as priests, we see how they could
at the same time represent those of the spiritual heaven and the
celestial, while the rest of the Kohathites could only represent the
spiritual heaven, and could not perform the duties of those represen ted
by the priests (ver. 15).

Next \vehave to consider carefullv the order of the various cover
ings, and 'to observe the guiding -'principle, namely, that exterior
things were signifled by those which covered, 94682. For a term
often has its rnean injr modified, according to the position in which
it occurs. Thus, for example, the covering of sealskin, in ver. 6,
denotes interior appearances of truth and good, but in ver. 8,
exterior, or natural truth and good; and so, again, the cloth of
scarlet in ver. 8 denotes spiritual truth and good, 4922-1, and we
learn in another place that it denotes not only this, but the external
good of the celestial kingdom or church, or mutual love, or celestial
rruth , which different meaning-s may seem inconsistent, unless we
observe the connection in which the term is applied as well as the
position in which it is placed. And besides this, it may be added
that, from a certain point of view, what is external in 'the celestial
heaven is internal in the spiritual heaven, for mutual love is really
charity as it is manifested in the former, while spiritual good is also
charity as manifested in the latter. These remarks, therefore, have
been jnade, not only" to account for the apparent difficulty in respect
to the part of our chapter we are now studying, but also with regard
to similar things in the Writings generally.

But having seen what is the particular use which the spiritual
man and the spiritual heaven perform with regard to the celestial,
as represented by' the Kohathites, we have to notice one or two
interesting points about them which yet remain. It is clear from
the literal sense that they were distinguished from the other two
divisions of the tribe of Levi in a particular way, bec.ause from
them sprang Aaron and Moses, but it is not so evident, in that sense
why it is said they were not to be cut off from the Levites. But th~
series of the internal sense shows the reason, to which it may be
added that a great practical lesson is here involved. For the man
?f th.e church is there.by c~utioned th~t he ought not to separate
intelligence 'and love In himself, or, In other words faith from
charity. Now we kriow this has been done doctrinally in former
churches; but, also, we ought to know that we are disposed to do
it in our daily life, by sometimes being too much swayed by our
reasoning powers, and at others by our impulses. Let us therefore
care~uly guard against th~s. And, on the other hand, let u~ encourag~
the Influx of good affections, as represented bv Aaron and his sons
going in and .appointing to each of the Kohathites his duty, being
well assured that good 'York done from the promptings of love and

G
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Guided bv a discriminatina enlighten111ent, such as is represented. in
fhis series bv the office o{;:' Eleazar the priest, is really the best kind
of work, and promotes the making perfect of the. spiritu~l 111~n s~
that he gains, in the end, his true heavenly quality, which IS, a s
we have seen, "fulness of the conjunction of good and truth; a ho.ly
state, according to good; and fulness as to truths" (ver. 36); and In
him adequately developed. • ...

Arid in proceeding to study wha t rel~tes. to the other t\VO diVISIO?:
of the Levites in this chapter, we notice In the first pl~ce that they
properly represent the Internal and External of the ultI~1c:te heaven
respectively, or the 111an of the external church; and I.t .IS well to
observe here that their functions, like those of the spiritual 1113n,
include a capacity to understand, and, by. their obedience., to support
and preserve the holy tru ths and affections of .those In a higher
heaven than their own. And thus we find that It was the duty of
the Gershonites, in the journeyings of the Israelites, to carry. the
curtains of the tabernacle, as' well as those. of the te~t of meeting,
these sianifvin cr not any of the truths relating to their 0\Vn degree,
but rather ~ those referring to the spiritual l~eaven; while , in the
same wav, it was the duty of the Merarites to carry the. boards of
the tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets, \VhICh, ~aken
altogether, denote what relates to the ~ood .and truth of the ultimate
sense of the Word, and thus to something higher than merely natural
truth or science. N O\V, 'this wonderful capacity of 111an generally,
that his perception~ of whn t is ~ood and true a~l~ beau.tiful. on that
account, shall be hig'her than hIS state as to spiritual life, IS of the
Divine Mercv in order that he I1U1V be reformed and reg:enerated, and
so advance into the realization of his inmost heavenly state. And
n ow , as in the case of the middle heaven, there is influx f rorn the
celestial heaven, so in that of the ultimate ; also, in order to show
that the Lord's life as it fl.O\VS into 111a11 through all the he.avens,
and consequently tl;rough all the degrees of the human mind, puts
on a quality according to. the ~e~ree and t~e sta!e,. we are taught
that in each heaven there ]S a distinct governIng principle represented
respectively by Aaron, Eleazar and Ithanl~r: For celestial lo~e, or
love to the Lord, is denoted by Aaron ; spiritual love, or chanty to
the neighbour, is signified by Eleazar; and natural love from the
Lord, as manifested in obedience, is represented by I thamar. And,
moreover, all duties assigned to the Gershonites and Merarite.s ~re

representative of the uses of external worship, and the description
shows the importance of it. Primarily, by external worship is meant
the worship of .a good life as the outward expression of internal
worship, or of genuine love and faith; but in a secondary sense that
also is called external worship which consists in the prayers and
praises accompanied by the reading of the W ord and by instruction
therefrom, which takes place in the sanctuary on the Sabbath; and
this, indeed, ought to be attended to with care' as the means of
stimulating to a good life, and also as the .na tural effect of it. Thus,
then, those things which formed the work of the Merarites about the
tabernacle and the tent of meeting. and in connection with the
moving of the Israelites from one place to .another, had, as it were,
a double representation.

It now only remains, therefore, in order to conclude our notes on
this chapter, to say a little on the quality of the external church,
as expressed correspondenti.ally by the numbers of the Gershonites
and Merarites. That quality is conjunction with the Lord through
the internal church, after a full course of temptations, resulting in
the complete and perfect life. And particularly here we desire again
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ito intensify the thought, tha t this conjunc!i?n, \:'ith the means by
which it is acquired, and the result, as realized In a pe~fectly har
monious state, is effected in the proprium, or proper life, of the
regenerated 111an. Being, in short, an individual distinct from t?e
Lord, and thus finite, and yet being a continual. receptacle of. h~e

from the Lord he 111USt for ever act as lron~ liimseii.: And It IS
therefore risrht for us to consider carefully the distinction between
the corrupt bpropriu111 in to which \\~e are born , which ~s essen tially
selfishness, and the heavenly propnun1, which we receive from !he
I ..ord and which, therefore, is not selfishness, but the love of being
useful in such a particular way, that no other human being will ever
be capable of supplying our place in the grand order of the heavens.
There is a sense, then, in which we Inay profitably reflect that
heaven cannot do without us, in order th.at we 111ay be stimulated
in our heavenly life.

It would be a great mistake if, when we thought that of ourselves
we are nothing but evil, humility required us to include in the
thought the conception that, as individuals distinct from the Lord,
we are no th in g but ev iI; for if th at xvere tr IIe , then he a ven it se If
would be nothing but evil; and, indeed, every created thing, as being
distinct fr orn the Lord, would be nothing but evil. But this is
evidently absurd, since creation is from the Lord, and therefore
everything created is nothing but good (Gen. i. 31). But \v?at
humility requires of us is, to acknowledge that we become nothing
but evil by actually ascribing our life to ourselves, because it appears
to be our own by virtue of our individuality. Evil is therefore
entirely the result of the abuse of the freedom which our indi
viduality, as hU111an beings, carries w i th it; and since we have all
thus abused our libertv, and hence have needed to be regenerated,
and it is not possible for any state in which w e have been ever to
be altogether obliterated, we may see why and how it is true, that
even heaven itself is not pure in the sight of the Lord, wh ile yet our
fully regenerated life is not an impure life; or, in other words, why
we are nothing but evil as to our merely natural proprium, and yet
may have a new and heavenly proprium from the Lord which is not
evil, and which, in its first formation with us, is the ultimate truth
of the Word of the Lord, denoted by a rib built into a woman, 15I.

Let us study this subject well, and then we shall see that, from its
beginning, our new life, by regeneration, is not the selfish life or
propriurn, either as to its internal or external degree; and that when
regeneration is completed, the external J11an, on that account,
becomes fully conjoined with the internal. Arid do not let us
imagine that the rib built into a woman in us, is the selfish life
regenerated, for this cannot be, although "to build signifies to raise
up that which is fallen," because what is fallen and what is raised
up is the man himself as to his individuality, which rernain s,
notwi th standin g regeneration.

G 2



CHAPTER V

Lord has His abode with man
inrncstly.

SUMl\1ARY 01·..· THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The nlan, of the church is instructed that he must reject from
the ,hea.ven!y life ev~ry tendency disposing him to profane the truth,
falsify It, or defile It by contact with any natural affection void of
spiritual life, verso 1-4.

2. Concerning offences against the Divine Law through ignorance
or weakness, .vers, 5-10,

. 3. .c?n an offence a,gainst good through ignorance of the truth; the
~l1egltlmate c0!lJunctlon of falsity with good; the disturbance of the
Internal man In consequence; investigation from Divine Good' the
proces,s by :vhich innocence or guilt is discovered; and the r~sults
of gUIlt or Innocence, verso 11-3 I.

"rHE CONTENTS OF EACI-I \TERSE

4. And the children of
Israel did so, and put them
out without the camp: as
the LORD spake unto Moses,
so did the children of Israel.

5. And the Lord spake
unto Moses, saying,

6. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, When a man
or woman shall commit any
sin that men commit, to do
a trespass against the LORD,
and that soul be guilty;

4. And the man of the true
church is obedient to the dic
tate of Divine Truth, and
entirely rejects these evil
things, because he is able to
do this from Divine Good by
Divine Truth, which he ac
knowledges to be from the
Lord.

5..And further, there IS

revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the
perception,

6. That on every violation
of the Divine Law, to which
the man of the church is
prone, either from ignorance
or weakness as to good, even
though it may be only an
offence against the truth and
not against charity, and yet
there is consciousness of
guilt;

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Command the children
of Israel, that they put out
of the camp every leper, and
everyone that hath an issue,
and whosoever is unclean
by the dead:

3. Both male and female
shall ye put out, without the
camp shall ye put them;
that they defile not their
camp, in the midst whereof
I dwell.

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

2. That the man of the
Spiritual Church, by the influx
of Divine Good and the power
of Divine Truth, must reject
from himself every tendency
disposing him to profane the
truth, falsify it, or defile it
by contact with any natural
affection void of spiritual life.

3. And this must be done
both with regard to falsity
and evil; for these are to be
separated from the heavenly
life, and rejected to hell, be
cause they destroy heavenly
order which is entirely from
the Lord, and in which the

7. Then they shall con
fess their sin which they
have done: and he shall
make restitution for his guilt
in full, and add unto it the
fifth part thereof, and give
it unto him in respect of
whom he hath, been guilty.

8. But if the man have no
kinsman to whom restitution
may be made for the guilt,
the restitution for guilt which
is made unto the LORD shall
be the priest's; besides the
ram of the atonement, where
by atonement shall be made
for him.

7. Confession shall be made
before the Lord from the in
ternal man; and the truth
shall be restored, which has
been taken away by misunder
standing, in all fulness, and,
at the same time, it must be
acknowledged to be from the
Lord through remains, and
that it properly appertains to
the internal man.

8. But if the internal man
be not opened, with him
who should make restitution
thereto, and yet acknowledg
ment is made to the Lord
from the principle of good,
then guilt is removed never
theless, on account of this
good, and of the good of inno
cence and chari ty by w hich
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9. And every heave, offer
ing of all the holy things of
the children of Israel, which
they present unto the priest,
shall be his.

IO. And everv man's hal
lowed th ings shall be his:
whatsoever any man g-iveth
the priest, it shall be his.

I I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying-,

12. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, If any man's wife go
aside, and commit a trespass
against him,

13. Arid a man lie with
her carnally, and it be hid
from the eyes of her hus
band, and be kept close,
arid she be defiled, and
there be no witness against
her, neither she be taken in
the act;

14. And the spirit of
jealousy come upon him,
and he be jealous of his
wife, and she be defiled: or
if the spirit of jealousy come
upon him, and he be jealous
of his wife, and she be not
defiled:

15. Then shall the man
bring his wife unto the
priest, and shall bring her

the external man is reconciled
with the internal and thus.
wi th the Lord.

9. For the internal man is.
vivified and renewed by influx
from the Lord, because good
is acknowledged to be from
Him,

10. But this only when the
interior and external rnan co
operate in such acknowledg
mente

I I. Again there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth giving the perception,

12. By illustration to the
Ulan of the Spiritual Church,
who sees, that when the prin
ciple of good also is violated
through ignorance of the
truth,

13. And through illegiti
mate conjunction with internal
falsity; and yet the internal
man is unconscious thereof,
through deficiency of percep
tion, and good is adulterated,
innocently and at the same
time ignorantly;

14. While still the life of
the internal man is disturbed
through lack of correspond
ence in the external, and there
is the adulteration of good;
or if the disturbance arise, not
from lack of correspondence,
but from deficiency as to
truths;

1~. Then still there is com
mu~ication with the internal
man as to good, and the

oblation for her, the tenth
part of an ephah of barley
meal; he shall pour no oi 1
upon it, nor put frankin
cense thereon; for it is a
meal offering of jealousy, a
meal offering of memorial,
bringing iniquity to rernem
brance.

16. An d the priest shall
bring her near, and set her
before the LORD:

17. Arid the priest shall
take holy water in an
earthen vessel; and of the
dust that is on the floor of
the tabernacle the priest
shall take, and put it into
the water :

18. Arid the priest shall
set the woman before the
LORD, and let the hair of the
\VOIUan's head go loose, and
put the meal offering of
memorial in her hands,
which is the meal offering
of jealousy: and the priest
shall have in his hand the
water of bitterness that caus
eth the curse:

19. And the priest shall
cause her to swear, and shall
say unto the wornan , If no
man have lien with thee,
and if thou hast not gone
aside to uncleanness, being
under thy husband, be thou
free from this water of
bitterness that causeth the
curse:

acknowlcdgmcnt of the Lord
f rom the good of tru th
through the operation of the
Lord bv remains; but there
can be· no reception of the
genuine good of love, or of
the ge'nuine truth thereof in
wor-ship, because conjunction
with the Lord is interrupted
either by the adulteration of
good, or' by the lack of truths;
and there is consciousness of
evil or of error.

16. In which case, how
ever, there is still conjunction
with the Lord by good ruling
in the inmost,

17. Although truth thence
derived is vitiated through
contamination with corrupted
good, which causes condemna
tion in the external man;

18. Yet there is acknow
Iedgment that good is entirely
f rorn the Lord, f rorn whom it
is discovered that evil has
corrupted the truth in the
natural mind, while yet there
is the good of truth also from
the Lord, even though there
is suspicion, and the appear
ance that truth separated from
good condemns and causes
aversion.

19..And if there be con
firmation from good that there
is no adulteration of good
nor any profanation of truth
through falsity from evil, then
there is deliverance from the
falsity of evil which causes
aversion from the Lord,
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20. But if thou hast gone
aside, being under thy hus
band, and if thou be defiled,
and some man have lien
with thee besides thine
husband:

2 I. Then the priest shall
cause the woman to swear
with the oath of cursing,
and the priest shall say unto
the woman, The LORD make
thee a curse and an oath
among thy people, when the
LORD doth make thy thigh
to fall a\vay, and thy bellv
to swell ;

22 •..Arid this water that
~auseth the curse shall go
Into thy bowels, and make
thy belly to swell, and thy
thigh to fall a\vay: and the
woman shall say, Amen,
Amen.

23. Arid the priest shall
write these curses in a book,
and he shall blot them out
into the water of bitterness:

24. And he shall make
the woman drink the water
of bitterness that causeth the
curse: and the water that
causeth the curse shall enter
into her and become bitter.

25. And the priest shall
take the meal offering of
jealousy out of the woman's
hand, and shall wave the
meal offering before the
LORD, and bring it unto the
altar:

20. But when there is not
only the profanation of truth,
but also the adulteration of
good by falsity from evil,

21. Then there is confirma
tion of the evil state, even of
aversion from the Lord both
as to good and truth, because
the conjunction of good with
truth, and the reciprocal con
junction of truth wi th good is
violated,

22. So that there is aversion
from truth adulterated with
evil; and there can be no
longer the reciprocal conjunc
tion of good with truth,
because of such confirmation.

23. And thus there is the
confirmation of evil in the
interior memory of the cor
rupted man so that the truth
can no longer be violated.

24. And truth contaminated
with evil which causes aver
sion, is appropriated, whereby
the truth itself becomes dis
tasteful.

25. But .still there may be
the appearance of the recep
tion of the good of truth ex
ternally, of vivification from
the Lord, and of genuine
worship,

26. And the priest shall
take an handful of ,the meal
-offering, as the memorial
thereof, and burn it upon
the altar, and afterward
shall make the woman rlr i nk
the water.

27. Arid when he hath
made her drink the water,
then it shall come to pass,
if she be defiled, and have
committed a trespass against
her husband, that the water
that causeth the curse shall
enter into her and become
bitter, and her belly shall
swell, and her thigh shall
fall awav : and the woman
shall be ·'a curse among her
people.

28. Arid if the woman be
not defiled, but be clean;
then she shall be free, and
shall conceive seed.

29. This is the law of
jealousy, when a wife, being
under her husband, goeth
aside, and is defiled;

30. Or when the spirit of
jealousy. cometh upon a
man, and he be jealous over
his wife; then shall he set
the woman before the LORD,
a nd the priest shall execute
upon her all this law.

3 I. And the man shall be
free from iniquity, and that
woman shail . bear her
iniquity.

26. And also of the con
junction of exterior good with
interior, and the appropriation
of truths as if from good.

27. But in the case of such
apparent appropriation of
truth, when nevertheless there
is the adulteration of good by
falsity and the perversion of
truth by evil, then the recep
tion of truth shall be distaste
ful; there can be no reciprocal
conjunction of truth wi th
good; nor any conjunction of
good with truth; and there is
complete aversion from truth.

28. But when , indeed, there
is no adulteration of good but
purity of life, then is there
genuine freedom and the fruc
tification of good and the
multiplica tio n of genuine
truths.

29. Arid this is the law of
life, when there is no legiti
mate conjunction of good with
truth, but on the contrary the
falsification of truth and the
adulteration of good.

30. And consequently the
disturbance of the conjunction
between the internal and ex
ternal man; and then shall the
state of the external man be
tested by Divine Good, and its
true state be made manifest;

3 I. SO that the truth may
not be viola ted, when evil has
been confirmed by conjunction
with internal falsity.
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REFERENCES A~D NOTES

r , This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I ; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by
saying is denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

2. Commandiruz the children of Israel, denotes influx from the
Lord by Divine Truth with the 111an of the Spiritual Church, 5486,
3654, 7010; putting out of the ca111p every leper, denotes the rejection
of every tendency to profane the truth, 10,038, 6963; also one that
hath an issue, denotes one who falsifies the truth, 10,130; and one
who is unclean bv the dead, denotes one who defiles the truth by
contact with any affection void of spiritual life, 390010. .

3- Putting out of the camp both male and female. denotes the
rejection from heaven and the church of those defiled by both falsi ty
and evil, because male denotes truth, and female, good, and there
fore, in the opposite sense, falsity and evil, 725; and "that they
defile not their camp in the midst of which I dwell," denotes lest
they destroy heavenly order, which is entirely from the Lord, and
in which the Lord has His abode with man inmostly, 4236, 10, 130~
200, 10,153.

4. By the children of Israel doing so, is denoted that the man of the
true church is obedient to the dictate of Divine Truth, 3654, 5755;
putting the lepers and other unclean persons without the camp,
denotes the entire rejection of those evil things, 10,038; and by as
the Lord spake unto Moses, so the children of Israel doing, is
denoted that the ma n of the church is able to do this from Divine
Good by Divine 'Truth, which he acknowledges to be from the Lord,
2001,295 1, 70 10,5755.

5· This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His fove, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I ; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

6. Speaking unto the children of Israel, denotes instruction by
Divine Truth, 295 I; a man or a woman committing a sin that 111en
commit, denotes the violation of the Divine Law to which the 111an
of the church is prone, 5076, 73 I ; doing a trespass against the Lord,
denotes a sin either from ignorance or weakness, 9156; and the soul
being guilty, clearly denotes the consciousness of g~i1t, 3400.

7. Confessing the sin that they have done, denotes that confession
shall be made before the Lord from the internal 111an, 3880, 8388;
making restitution for his guilt in full, denotes the restitution of
the truth, which had been taken a \vay by misunderstanding, in all
fulness, 9032.. 9087; adding the fifth part, denotes that the truth bv
which amendment is made must be acknowledged to be from the
Lord through remains, 649, 5291, 10,227 ; and giving it unto him
in respect of whom he hath been guilty, denotes that the truth
properly- appertains to the internal man, who makes the confession
of guilt, 10,227.

8. By the kinsman to whom restitution is to be made , is denoted
the Lord, not onlv as the deliverer, vindicator, or redeemer, but also
the Lord as requiring restitution, or amendment of life by repentance,
by His operation in the internal man, 6281, g069; arid hence not
having a kinsman to receive restitution, denotes not being conscious
of the Lord's operation in the internal man, or not having the
internal man opened, but being only in natural good; by restitution
made to the Lord, is denoted amendment through the work of repent
ance, from this good, 9087, 9088; by the restitution being the priest's,
is denoted the acknowledgment of the Lord from good, 10,227, 994 6 ;
and by the ram of atonement, whereby atonement is made for hirn ,
is denoted the removal of guilt nevertheless, on account of this good,
and also on account of the good of innocence and charity in the
internal man, bv which the external 111an is reconciled with the
internal and thus with the Lord, Lev. v, 14-16, 9156, 10,042.

9. Every heave offering of all the holy things of the children of
Israel w h ich they present unto the priest being his, denotes that the
in ternal man , w i th the spiri tual , is vi vi fied and renewed by in flux
from the Lord w he n good is ack now ledgcd to be from H irn , because
the children of Israel denote those of the Spiritual Church, and nor
of the Celestial, 3654; because the heave offering with them, denotes
the operation of the Lord's life inrnostly, and the wave offering the
same operation interiorly, and therefore the result is illustration,
and not perception as w ith the Celestial, 10,093, and because the
heave offering being given to the priest, denotes that internal good
is acknowledged to be from the Lord, 10,227.

10. Every marr's hallowed things being the priest's, denotes
acknowledgment by the interior 111an that all good and truth are
from the Lord; and whatsoever any man giveth to the priest being
his, denotes acknowledjrrnen t by the external man that all good and
truth arc fr0111 the Lord, 683, 8088, 10,227.

II. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 200 I ; by speaking is denoted in flux, 295 I ; by Moses
is represented Divine 'Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

12. Speaking unto the children of Israel, and saying unto them,
denotes illustration to the man of the Spiritual Church who sees,
2619; and a mans wife going aside and committing a trespass.
against him, denotes the violation of good through ignorance of
the truth, because by a wife is denoted good, gI5, and by a trespass,
is denoted a sin against the truth of faith, 9156, besides w hich the
man in this case signifies truth, 915, 246614.

13...\ 111:1n lying with the woman carnally, denotes illegitin1ate con
junction with in fernal falsi ty, 24661.1, 1369; it being hidden from
the eyes of her husband, denotes that the in terrial 111an is unconscious.
thereof, since the husband signifies the internal man, C)IS, ISS, 6721,
2148; it being kept close, denotes deficiency of perception, 672 I, 683;
being defiled, denotes that good is adulterated, 24661.1; no witness
against her, denotes innocently, 4197; and her not being taken in the
act, denotes ignorantly, because to have been caught in the act would
have denoted the discovery of the state of evil by the force of the
tru th as is eviden t.
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14. By the spirit of jealousy corning upon the husband, is den~ted

the disturbance of the internal man through zeal for good, 8~7S,

J 58; by his being jealous of his wife, is denoted through the 11011
correspondence of the external, 160; his wife being defiled, denotes
the adulteration of good, and thus, clearly non-correspondence with
internal, 24661'1; again by the spirit of jealousy coming upon the
husband, is denoted the disturbance of the internal man , 5875, 158 i
arid by the wife not being defiled, is denoted no lack of correspond
cnce, bu t deficiency as to truths with the internal, because, in this
case, the husband was in error, 2466ltJ, 158.

15. The 111an bringing his wife unto the priest, denotes that still
there is communication with the internal 111an as to good, 158, 160,
994 6; bringing her oblation for her, namely, barley meal,denotes
the acknowledgment of the Lord through the good of truth, 349,
10,227, 7602, 4335; the tenth of an ephah, denotes the Lord's opera
tion by remains, 576, 8468; no oil nor frankincense, denotes no
reception of the gen uine good of love nor of the genuine truth
thereof, 10,137; a meal offering of jealousy, denotes the interruption
of the worship of the Lord by the adulteration of good, 8875, 246614;
and a meal offering of memorial bringing iniquity to remembrance,
denotes the interruption of worship by lack of truths, and conscious
ness of evil or error, ver. 14, 6888, 8620.

16. The priest bringing her near, an d setting her before the Lord,
denotes still conjunction with the Lord by good ruling in the inmost,
994 6, 223, 9378.

17. By taking holy water, is denoted the application of truth
derived from good, 2702, 8042; an earthen vessel, in this case,
denotes corrupted external good, 5948, 10, lOS; and putting the dust
into the water denotes condemnation on that account, 249.

18. The priest setting the woman before the Lord, denotes the
acknowledgment that good is entirely from the Lord, 9946, 223,
9378; letting her hair go loose, denotes the discovery that evil has
corrupted the truth in the natural mind, 33011; putting the meal
offering of memorial into her hands, denotes that the good of truth
also is frorn the Lord, 9946, ver. IS; the meal offering of jealousy
denotes even though there is suspicion, 8875, IS8, 6888; and the
priest having in his hand the water of bitterness that causes the
curse, denotes the marnfestation or outward appearance that good
separated fr orn truth causes aversion, ver. 17, 379.

19. The priest causing her to swear , denotes confirmation Irom
good, 2842; saying unto the \\,0111an, denotes the thought of such
confirmation, 2506; no 111an having lien with the woman, denotes
no adulteration of good, 246614; not having gone aside to unclean
ness, being under her husband, denotes no profanation of truth
through falsity from evil, 6836, 9 IS, 10,130; and being free from the
water of bitterness causing the curse, denotes deliverance fr0111 the
falsity of evil which causes aversion from the Lord, ver. 17.

20. Going aside, being under a husband, and being defiled, denotes
when there is not only the profanation of truth but also the adultera
tion of good by falsity from evil, 24661<1" ver. 19.

2 r. Causing the woman to swear with the oath of cursing, denotes
confirmation of the evil state, even of aversion from the Lord both

as to good and truth, 2842, verso 17, 19; the priest saying unto the
woman, denotes the dictate of Divine Truth from Divine Good,
concerning the evil state, 9946, 729 I; "The Lord make thee a curse
and an oath iamong thy people," denotes aversion and confirmation
in evil, 379, 2842, 683; and making the thigh to fall away and the
belly to swell, denotes the violation of the conjunction of good with
truth, and of the reciprocal conjunction of truth with good, 302 I,

247-248, 39 I I. Observe here also that the [alling of the thigh, and
the sviclling of the belly, aptly denote the cessation of the true
heavenly life, and the increase of the merely sensual life, 2761, ISS5.

22. The water that causeth the curse going into the bowels, denotes
aversion from the truth adulterated with evil in the natural degree,
ver. 17, 379, 39 I I; the belly swelling, and the thigh falling, denotes
no longer the reciprocal conj unction of truth wi th good, and the
conjunction of good with truth, ver. 2 I; and the wom an saying
"Amen, Amen;" denotes because of such confirmation in evil and
falsity, as appears f rorn the meaning of the word A111en) which is
truth} 683.

23. The priest writing these curses in a book, denotes that thus
there is the confirmation of evil in the in terior memory of the cor
rupted man, 8620; and his blotting them out in the water of bitter
ness, denotes eviclen tly, that the truth can no longer be viola ted by
those who are thus averted from it, ver. 17, 379, 73 1, 10,505.

24. Making the woman drink of the water of bitterness, denotes
that truth contaminated with evil, which causes aversion, is appro
priated, verso 17, 18, 3168; and it entering into her and becoming
bitter, denotes that thus the truth itself becomes distasteful, verso
17, 18.

25. The priest taking the 111ea1 offering of jealousy out of the
womans hand, denotes that still there may be the appearance of the
reception of the good of truth externally, ver. IS; waving the meal
offering before the Lord, denotes vivification from Him, 10,089; and
bringing it to the altar, denotes the appearance of genuine worship,
454 I.

26. The priest taking a handful as the memorial, and burning it
upon the altar, denotes, the apparent conjunction of exterior good
with interior, 9946, 878, 10,053, 10,055, ver. 15; and making the
woman drink the water denotes the appropriation of truths as if
from good, vera 24.

27. It coming to pass when she drank the water, denotes a succes
sive state, 4979; if she be defiled and have cOITIITIitted a trespass
against her husband, denotes if there should be the adulteration of
good by falsity, and the perversion of truth by evil, 24661cl, 9156;
the water entering into her and becoming bitter, denotes that the
reception of the truth is distasteful, verso 17, 18; her belly swelling
and her thigh falling a\vay, denote that there can be no reciprocal
conjunction of truth with good, nor any conjunction of good with
truth, ver, 2 I; and the woman being a curse among her people,
denotes that there is complete aversion from truth, 379, 1259.

28. The woman not being defiled, denotes if there is no adultera
tion of good, 24661<1,; being clean, denotes a state of puri ty, 4545;
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being free, denotes genuine spiritual freedom, Sq2; and concerving
seed, denotes the fructifica tion of good, and th-e multiplication of
genuine tr uth s, 19 10 , 913.

2g. This being the lrw of jealousy, when a w ife bei:lg under her
husband, goeth aside and is defiled, denotes that this is the law of
life when there is no legitirnate conjunction of good w irh truth, but,
on the contrarv, the falsification of truth and the adulteration of
good, 2634, 24661\ 6836, 915, 10,130.

30. The spirit of jealousy coming' upon a 111an, and his being
jealous. of his wife, denotes the disturbance of the conj unction
between the internal and external 111an , ver. 14; setting- the worrian
before the Lord, denotes that the state of the external man is tested
by Divine Good, 9946, 223, 9378; and the priest executing upon her
all this law , denotes that Irorn Divine Good the true state of the
case is m adc manifest bv Divine Truth or by the 13\\'5 of Divine
Order, 994 6 , 2634. -' '-,

. ) I .. The 111an being free from iniquity, and the \\"0111;111 bearing her
mrquity, denotes that the truth 111ay not be violated, when evil has
been confirmed by conjunction with infernal falsity, 160, 158, 24661,1,
9937·

The chapter we have now to review, as. appears from verso I, 5,
and I I, consists of three distinct sections. Let us, therefore, consider
each of them separately; but before doing so, it 111ay be as well to
note that, taken all together, they describe the life of the spiritual
111an, as to his consciousness of evil in a threefold wav : as to the
reconciliation of the external man with the internal when evil is
removed, ~ncl t~e Lord is fully acknowlcdged : and as to the inter
rupted corij unction of the external 111an with the internal, when c ood
is corrupted in the external, or when truth is deficient in the in te~na1.

And tal~ing Il?\V our first subject, let us see what our duty is in
regard to It. \\1 c are to put out of our camp, or expel fr0111 our lives,
every leper, that is, every tendency to apply the truths of the church
to selfish 'ends and purposes; we may not falsifv the truth' and we
111ay not contaminate it with merely natural aff~ctions. Arid this is
a work to l:>e done within ourselves. For if we are truly enlightened,
we shall discover that these evil tendencies are in us, and also we
shall see that the first, in this case, leads to the second, and that the

. second may culminate in the third. Let .us then be \vary, and watch
and pray lest we enter into temptation. It is better to check in our
sel,:,es the principle~ that lead to actual evil, than to have to repent
of Indulgence therein. But as we have seen, on a former occasion,
how leprosy denotes the profanation of truth, how an issue sivnifies
its fals~fica.tion, and how contact with a dead body represe~ts its
con tarrn nn tion by merely natural affections void of spiritual life, it is
not ~ecessary no\v to extend o.u~. ren1.arks on these evils. \Ve 111ay
consIder I ho\\'ever, \vhy these InjUnctIons are given? I t is because
the Lord d \\"ells in 0 u r III ids t, and 1-1 i s canl p 111 U s t not be de filed.
?\loreover, \ve are taught that the expulsion of our evil tendencies
n1ust not only be fro111 our thoughts, but fronl our hearts as \vell
for this is involved in the use of the. terms tnale and female according
~o th~ corresponde~ces. ~or if the evil thought be resisted, the
II11punty of the feehngs \vIll be checked. .As, therefore, the children
of Israel. \"ere out\vardly obedient to the Lord, so let the spiritual
D13I1 be lI1\vardly and out\vardly obedient, since, indeed, under any

circumstances, it is good to avoid evil actions, and much better
also to sec and reject the evil thoughts and feelings which prompt
to evil actions.

It is interesting to notice, in the next place, the connection of the
first section. w ith the two followi ng , Thev both relate to the putting
a\vay of evi ls. And whereas the literal sense concerns ev il actions,
the spiritual sense has to do w it h evil states, Everv one kn ow s
that it is evil states which produce evil actions; and t hnt if pains are
taken to remove evil states, there will be no evil actions. The second
section, then, refers to evils committed in states of ig-norance and
weakness ; and we are carefully to consider wha t we ar~ here taugh t.
The fact that an evil action is the result of ignorance or of weakness
does. not caus~ it to be guiltless, although the guilt has not the saIn~
quality. as deliberate and wilful sin. And it is our duty to confess
our gUIlt, even when there is only error and not wickedness. The
confession, however, here rnca n t , is not to be in words onlv; it
inv0Ives area1 co 11sci0 usness 0 f ev i1 do in g-; and t h usit is "'s aid,
"confession is to be made before the Lord <froIll the internal 111an."
Also restitution is to be made ; and how is this to be done? \\7 e
must. ~ckno\\'ledge from our hearts, that we have infringed a law
of Dl.VII1C. Order, although we 111ay not have been a wa re of it, or
kriowing :t, have yet transgressed. And that particular law which
we have violated must beC0111e henceforth a law of our life, and must
be inscribed on our interior memory, and must become. as it were,
a part of our souls, or of our internal 111an, and 111USt be devoutly
cherished there. This is the resti tution. And it is to be restitution
iii full} by being, for the future, diligently committed to the life,
or outwardlv observed. .

But now, what is really meant by adding the fifth part? It
means acknowledgment from remains that the truth is from the
Lord, and is an internal and living principle in us. Hitherto it
111ay have been a 111erC matter of knowlcdsre or of the un dersta ndinrr
b t .. l' b '. t-.'
• U n~:v 1.t IS son1ctl1Ing. more, and i~ connected \vit~ its correspond-
In.g affection st~rcd up In us by the Lord at some period of our life
\vIt.hout our being 8\\"a1'eof it. No-v. however, the affection is
act ivc : the truth !lc1S. life in it, arid is iin planrctt in us, prcpnr i nrr the
\vay for the rcal izn t ion of good. But what \\"C feel outwardlv is,
perch.ance, only a }i ttle stronger deterrnina tion to live a true -Ii fee
Consider next the. impor tance of the followiru- verse. How many
p.ersons are th~re In the present day who are spiritually in the posi
tion here descnbed! They are only natural and as yet are without
spiritual principles by means of .which they are rerrulatin 0- their
lives. They ~re only external 111en, and not yet inte~nal, a~d this
f?r want of higher truths. They have no lein stnen. to whom restitu
tlo.n can be made ; but yet they can make restitution to the Lord, by
doing the work of repentance on their own plane. And thousands
and thousands of such persons are being saved continuallv because
they thus act. For the Lord is in them reconcilin a them un to Him
sel.f through their simple good. Arid, moreover, thev actually \vor
shIp the Lor~ froIll the frood of innocence internally,- although they
are not conSCIOUS thereof (ver. 8). - ~

. But ho\\" is this possible? rrhe next t\vo verses explain. Although
~hey .cannot at all ackno\vle.dge the Lord from their Inerely natural
':::lt~t~ ,-for. no one can do thIs-although they have not any conscious
SpIn tlfal ~l fe; and although they kno\v not their o\vn inmost or
~elestlal hte; yet, .because t~ey. are in their simple good, and from
It s~un evIl accordIng- to theIr lIght, their heave offering-s, and their
sacnfices generally, that is, their ackno\\"ledgn1ent of the Lord and
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their worship generally, can be accepted, since it is in correspond-
ence with the Lord's life flowing into their souls through their higher
degrees. And thus "every heave offering and euery hallowed thing
of theirs is giveh to the priest, or in other words, is acknowledged
to be from the Lord. And hence, therefore, it comes to pass that
even the angels who form the ultimate heaven, and with whom
neither the spiritual' nor the celestial degree is opened, are yet
capable of worshipping the Lord from the highest form of good,
an.d ~he highest form of truth, that is, from celestial and spiritual
principles. For such call still love their Lord above all things and
their neighbour as themselves, but not in the same degree as those
can who constitute the spiritual and celestial heavens because these
respective degrees were opened in them during their state of proba
tion in the earthly life. Study well the particular reference (10,093)
in this connection.

Turning to our last section, we have to reflect on some of the
particular spiritual truths contained therein. vVe are all aware how
easily we n1ay offend against good through ignorance of the truth,
as described in ver. 12. We may mean to do right, and we may
desire to do right, but yet this wish and desire may be weakened for
;vant .of knowledge. But worse still, it Inay happen that our good
intentions, naturally strong, may be thwarted through positive
falsity. I t is the Lord who gives us natural good affections; bu t
~t .is our~elve.~ who pervert them by falsity. They ought to be con
JOIned with the Lord through the internal man; but we listen to the
voice of the serpent, and do more than simply err. Why is this?
I t is because, in our weakness and ignorance, we do not see the
truth, and do not realize our wickedness. This is the teaching of
ver. 13, and it may relate to wicked actions of manv different kinds,
and not be .lin1ited simply to violations of marriage .in the litera!
sense. only. ~or there are 111any ways of violating the heavenly
marrIage, which ought to exist between the church and the Lord,
or between the natural and spiritual man, or between the external
and internal 111an. And there may, at first, be no w itness , and no
positive condemnation. An illustration of this is Peter's wilful denial
and rejection of his Lord. He really loved Him, you observe, and
thus was really conjoined to Him, comparatively as the wife to the
husband; but in his state of temptation, he neither saw that, nor
realized that he was committing so grievous a sin. There was, at
the moment, no witness against him, nor was he caught in the act.
But afterwards the Lord, through his internal man, enlightened him.
"The Lord turned and looked upon Peter," and then he saw that his
good or his love for the Lord was defiled, and he came into that
state of disturbance, as to his internal man, which is here described
by jealousy. For it was the effect of the Lord's earnest zeal for
his salvation. Or we might take another case, in which we mav
infer that there was no lack of correspondence as to good, bU't
ra ther as to truth, namely, the case of Thomas. F or Thomas, you
are aware, required evidence. He could not see the truth,until
the Lord, in His zeal for his salvation, caused him to see. And
so Thomas was affected with spiritual jealousy, because he could
not see, this being removed as soon as he saw. And this illustrates
the latter half of our fourteenth verse. Spiritual jealousy, therefore,
we now see, n1ay anse from t\VO causes It is either an anxiety
lest our affection for truth, which is the wife, should suffer, or it is
an anxiety lest the truth itself should suffer.

But here we come to this most interesting case of investigation.
And just look, for a moment, at its literal sense. How could the

presenting of a meal offering like that, and the drinking of water
defiled with dust establish the guilt or the innocence of the supposed
off'ender-? We see; consequently, that some mysterious truths under
lie all this symbolism. The Lord does not require meal offerings,
nor does He require incantations by holy water. I3ut He requires
sincere worship according to our state, and testing by truth adapted
to our state. And by these it will be known whether we are trulv
conjoined to Him or not, both as to our external and as to our
internal minds, And according to our real state so will it happen
in the judgment. There is no oil nor frankincense, no purified love,
nor purified truth, it may be, in our worship as yet, and we must
drink, as we journey, the bitter waters of temptations. But the time
will come, if we are faithful, notwithstanding our present weakness
and ignorance, when we shall be able to offer the true meal offering
(Lev. vi. 14-18), and to drink of the pure water of life (Rev. vii. 17),
that is when our judgment is over, and it will be seen and known that
we are free from all impurity.

But considering the series of the internal sense, as it stands in the
parallel columns, and also what is said in giving the references, it
is not necessary to enlarge on the remaining particulars of our
chapter; and yet a word may be said in conclusion on the confirma
tion of evil in the interior memory of the corrupted man signified
by wri ting the words in a book and then blotting them out with the
water of bitterness. For it must surely be clear to the thoughtful
mi nd, that when evil is confirmed by' falsity inwardly as well as
outwardly, there is a rejection, or a blotting out, of the truth from
the conscious life, while yet, according to the universal law, what
has been once received into the memory remains, 868. But also it is
said to be blotted out by the water of bitterness, because of its rejec
tion, that is, because of the rejection of the truth through con
firmation in what is evil and false. Let the man of the church,
then, beware of this sad state; and let him rather confirm the good
and the true by a Iife of obedience to them.

H
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH: VERSE

SU:Ml"IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER \71

I. The character of the celestial man is described, namely, thatihe
is unwilling to investigate spiritual or celestial truths during his
regeneration, because he is distinguished from the man of the
Spiritual Church, and cannot appropriate truths for the sake of being
led into good; and in him ultimate truths are not separated from
good, he is in good and truth conjoined, and he acts from good 'by
truth, through the immediate perception of truth, verso 1-5.

2. Concerning the regeneration of the celestial 111an I his purifica
tion from evil, his devotion to the Lord, the reconciliation of his
external man with his internal, and the state of innocence he acquires.
verso 6-12.

3. Con~erning the state of the celestial man made perfect: by
regeneration, verso 13-21. '

4. And, lastly, concerning the conjunction of the celestial with the
spiritual heavens, verso 22-27. '

7. N ei ther does he allow
hereditary evils and falsities
either internal or external to
corrupt his life, because he is
inwardly in good, in truth
and in obedience thence de
rived.

8. For during the whole
process of his resreneration
and purification, he

D

is as to
his ruling motive, \vh'olly in
love to the Lord.

9· But when he suffers
temptation on account of the
conflicting state of his pre
paratory life, and thus comes
into contact with and opposes
evil because it is contrary to
his cherished love, the con-

6. And hence, therefore
also, during regeneration, h~
does not allow himself to be
contaminated willingly by the
unregenerated affections of the
merely natural man which are
void of spiritual life.

5. And in him even ultimate
truths, in their plenitude and
power, are not separated from
good, and thus during the
whole course of hi s reeenera
tion ~ being specially devoted
to the Lord because he is in
good and truth conjoined, he
continually acts from good by
trut~s, having immediate per
ception thereof.

4· Because he who is a man
of the Celestial Church is dis
tinguished from the man of
the Spiritual Church, and
therefore cannot appropriate
truths, either internal or
external, for the sake of being
led into good.

g. Arid if any man die
very suddenly beside him
and he defile the head of hi~
separation; then he shall
shave his head in the day
of his cleansing, on the

8. 1-\11 the days of hi s
separation he is holy unto
the I.JORD.

H 2

6. All the davs that he
separateth himself unto the
LORD he shall not come
near to a dead body.

7· I-Ie shall not make
himself unclean for his
f~ther, or for his mother, .for
hIS brother, or for his sister
when they die: because hi~
separation unto God is upon
his head.

5· All the days of his VO\V

of separation there shall no
razor come upon his head:
until the days be fulfilled, in
the which he separateth
himself unto the LORD, he
shall be.holy, he shall let the
locks of the hair of his head
g rowIong.

4. All the days of his
separation shalt he eat
nothing that is made of the
grape-vine, from the kernels
even to the husk.

3. Is unwilling to investi
gate spiritual or celestial
truths, during his regenera
tion, which have relation
either to the internal, interior
or external man, or to the exer
cises of charity from affections
either in their development or
when confirmed in the under
standing as distinct from the
will ;

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

2. Through influx to the
man of the Spiritual Church,
from which he learns that the
celestial man, who is wholly
devoted to the Lord,

I. And the I..JORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, When either man or
woman shall make a special
VO\V, the VO\V of a Nazirite,
to separate himself unto the
LORD:

3. I-Ie shall separate him
self from wine and strong
drink; he shall drink no
vinegar of wine, or vinegar
of strong drink, neither shall
he drink any liquor of
grapes, nor eat fresh grapes
or dried.
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seventh day shall he shave
it.

10. An d on the eighth
day he shall bring two
turtledoves, or two young
pigeons, to the priest, to the
door of the tent of meeting:

1 I. And the priest shall
offer one for a sin offering,
and the other for a burnt
offering, and make atone
merit for him, for that he
sinned by reason of the
dead, and shall h al low his
.head that same day.

] 2. An d he shall separate
-unto the LORD the days of
his separation, and shall
bring a he-lamb of the first
,'year for a guilt offering:
'but the former days shall be
void, because his separation
was defiled.

13. And this is the Iaw of
the Nazirite, when the days
of his separation are Iul
filled: he shall be brought
unto the door of the tent of
meeting:

14...And he shall offer his
.oblation unto the LORD, one

sequence is that the merely
natural life is rejected as his
regeneration is advapcing, and
when the perfected celestial
state is attained.

10. But in every new state
caused by victory in tempta
tion, .there is a closer con
junction of the truths per
ceived in the understanding,
with celestial good, and also
a more intense acknowledg
merit of the Lord.

11. And from good the
celestial man confesses that
evil and error are removed by
Him, while good and truth
are confirmed; and then the
external man is conjoined with
the internal; for merely
natural affection void of the
higher life causes their separa
tion, but purification from
evil- causes their conjunction
and a state of holiness.

12. Moreover, by every vic
tory in temptation the devo
tion of the celestial man to
the Lord is strengthened, and
evil remitted produces a state
of the celestial things of inno
cence, which is acknowledged
to be f rorn the Lord; but no
actual state of conflict with
evil, gives any quality to the
perfect celestial state, because
evil active in the natural man
causes temptation.

13. But according to the
Divine Law, when the re
generation of the celestial man
IS completed, he must fully
acknowledge the Lord;

14. And he confesses that
he receives from Him all the

he-lamb of the first year
without blemish for a burnt
offering, and one ewe-lamb
of the first year without
blemish for a sin offering,
and one ram without blemish
for peace offeri ngs.

15. Arid a basket of un
leavened bread, cakes of f ne
flour mingled with oil, and
unleavened wafers anointed
with oil, and their meal
offering, and their drink
offerings.

16. Arid the priest shall
present them before the
I-JORD, and shall offer his sin
?ffering, and his burnt offer
Ing:

17. And he shall offer the
ram for a sacrifice of peace
offerings unto the LORD. ,
WIth the basket of unleav-
ened bread: the priest shall
offer also the meal offering
thereof, and the drink offer
ing thereof.

18. And the Nazirite shall
shave the head of his separa
tion at the door of the tent
of meeting, and shall take
the hair of the head of his
separation, and put it on the
fire which is under the sacri
fice of peace offerings.

19· And the priest shall
take the sodden shoulder of

celestial things of innocence
internally and externally; as
well as all spiritual truths; and
that these are, in the perfected
celestial state, free from all
contamination with evil and
errors on account of remission.

15. Also the Sensual-s-which
is the receptacle, simultane
ously, of celestial love, in tbe
intern.al man; of truth and
good adequately conjoined in
the interior man ; and of tru th
and good conjoined in the
external man-together with
all celestial and spiritual good
which nourish the soul, is
acknowledged to be f rorn the
Lord.

16. And this acknowledg
merit on the part of the celes
tial man, is entirely from
celestial good, both as to the
removal of evil and the recep
tion of that good;

17. And also as to the re
ception of spiritual good and
its truth in the middle degree
of the mind, involving wor
ship from freedom on account
of the remission of evils, and
as to the reception of 811
degrees of good in the natural
mind, together with all celes
tial and spiritual good and
truth which nourish the soul.

18. And when the celestial
man is thus sanctified, he puts.
off the old natural state when
all temptation has ceased, and
puts on the new natural state,
which is holy f rorn pure love,
and the medium of conjunc
tion.

19. For all the po\ver of
spiritual or internal good by
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REFERENCES A~D NOTES

:4~ 'Not eating anything that is made of the grape from the kernels
evenunto the husk during all the days of his separation, denotes that
he'<who is a man of the Celestial Church is distinguished from the

1. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
a~'to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is 'represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

2. Speaking unto the children of Israel, and saying unto them,
denotes through influx to the man of the Spiritual Church from
which he learns, 2951, 3654, 73°4; and any man or woman making
a ;:special VO\V, the VO\V of a Nazarite, to separate himself unto the
Lord, denotes the celestial man who is wholly devoted to the Lord,
because a man or a woman signifies the internal or external of the
church, 158, 160; making a special VO\V, denotes willing that the
Lord may provide, and also a sacred desire for conjunction with
Him, 3732, 6091 ; and the VO\V of a Nazarite, denotes the consecration
of the celestial man to the Lord, 5r 131 6 •

::3'. Separating himself from wine and strong drink, denotes that
the celestial man is unwilling to investigate spiritual truths during
his regeneration, 202, 337; 5 I 131 6 , 683; the three expressions, namely,
wine, vinegar of wirie, and liquor of grapes, denote, respectively,
truths relating to the internal, interior, and external man according
to the series, and drinking denotes appropriation, 3 r68; grapes denote
charity, as peculiar to the Spiritual Church, 10712; fresh grapes or
dried, denote affections of charity either in their development, or
when confirmed in ·the understanding as distinct from the will, 88694;
and eating denotes appropriation, 3168.

;::

25. That thence all interior
truths have spiritual light and
joy;

27. And that thus a Divine
quality is impressed upon the
spiritual man through the
celestial, there being indeed,
in this \Nay, a full conjunction
of all human powers with the
Lord in simultaneous order in
the natural man.

26. And that thence also all
external principles are elevated
into that light and become
r-eceptive of eternal peace.

..2.5. The LORD make his
face, to shine upon thee, and
be gracious unto thee:

27. So shall they put my
name upon the children of
Israel; and I will bless
them.

,,26. The LORD lift up his
countenance upon thee, and
give thee peace.

22. And hence there IS
further revelation from the
Lord by Divine Truth gIVIng
the perception,

23. According to influx
through the celestial heavens
that there is now full con
junction of the Lord with the
spiritual heavens, and percep
tion thence with the spiritual,

24. That goodness and truth
are conjoined in their inmost
principles;

2 1. And this is the Divine
law for the celestial man who
devotes hi mself to the Lord,
and is distinguished from the
spiritual man by a more com
plete acknowledgment of the
Lord; nor is it possible for
him not thus to be distin
guished because this is 8. la \V

of Divine Order.

which he had fought ~gair:st

evil, and all the good interior
and external, which had sup
ported him in the conflict, had
been from celestial love; and
this becomes fully manifest
when the warfare is ended,
and the former natural m a n is
separated;

20. Since then the new
natural man is vivified from
within, and acknowledg-es the
Lord in all fulness, pure love,

'indeed, wholly predominating
there in a state of holiness,
even as in the interior spiritual
degree, and in the inmost
conjugial principle, which are
renderd active from the Lord,
and by reason of which the
celest'i~l man, from his state
of perfection in good, can
instantly perceive and also
appropriate all spiritual truths.

20. Arid the priest shalt
wave them for a wave offer
ing before the LORD; this is
holy for the priest, together
with the wave breast and
heave thigh: and after that
the Nazirite may drink wine.

22. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

23· Speak unto Aaron and
unto his sons, saving, On
this wise ve shall "ble~s the
children o"f Israel· ve shall
say unto them, '.,I

2 I. This is the la w of the
;\azirite who vo weth, an.d. of
his oblation unto the LORD
for his separation, beside
that which he is able to get:
according to his vow which
he voweth, so he must do
a.fter the Iaw of his separa
uon ,

,24· The LORD bless thee,
and keep thee:

the ram, and one unleavened
cake out of the basket, and
one unleavened wafer, and
shall put them upon the
hands of the Naz irite, after
he hath shaven the head of
his separation: .



15. The basket denotes the Sensual, which is the receptacle.
10,080, 10,107; it is said simultaneously, because what is highest in
successive order is in the midst in simultaneous order, 5897, 9996;
bread, cakes, and wafers, denote good, respectively, in the internal,
the interior, and the external man, 10,107; unleavened, denotes what
is free from evil and falsity, 2342; anointed with oil and mingled
with oil, denotes from love, 2177; fine flour denotes what is spiritual,
2177 ; mixing evidently denotes conjoining, 3q93 5 ; and meal offer
ings and drink-offerings denote celestial and spiritual good and truth
which nourish the soul, 2177, I07I.

16. The priest presenting- them before the Lord, denotes that this
acknowledgment is entirely from celestial good, 9946, 10,227; and
offering his sin offering- and his burnt offering, denotes both as to
the removal of evil and the reception of good, 3400, 10,053.

17· Offering the. ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the
Lord, denotes that so also is the acknowledgment of the reception
of spiritual and celestial love in the middle degree of the mind, 28303 ;
with the basket of unleavened bread, denotes as to the reception of
all degrees of good in the natural mind, ver. IS; and with the meal
offering, and the drink offering thereof, denotes as to the reception

13. This being the law of the Nazarite, when the days of his
separation are fulfilled, denotes when the regeneration of the celestial
man is completed according to the Divine Law, 487, 511316; and
being brought to the door of the tent of meeting, denotes that he
must fully acknowledge the Lord, 2356.

14. Offering his oblation unto the Lord one he-lamb of the first
year for a burnt offering, denotes confession that he receives from the
Lord all the celestial things of innocence, 10,227, 28303, 2906u; and
the he-lamb denotes what is internal, the ewe-lamb what is external,
and the ram what is spiritual, 28303, while the burnt offering signifies
worship frorn pure love; the sin offering- worship indicating purifica
tion from evil; of the first year, signifies fulness; without blemish
signifies what is perfect, 10,053, 3400, 2906, 7837; and a peace offer
ing signifies worship from freedom on account of the remission, or
removal, of evil, 10,097.

12. Separating unto the Lord the days of his separation, denotes
that by every victory in temptation the devotion of the celestial man
to the Lord is strengthened, because no one can be fully separated,
or devoted to the Lord without the removal of evil, which is effected
by temptations, and is denoted by the sin offering, 511316, 10,053;
b~inging a he-lamb of the first year for a guilt offering,' denotes that
evil remitted produces, a state of the celestial things of. innoce!1ce
which is acknowledged to be from the Lord, because the SIn offenng
mentioned in the last verse, denotes evil remitted; the he-Iamb,
denotes the celestial things of innocence, and of the first year, denotes
in all fulness, 29069; and a guilt offering denotes the acknowledg
ment of the Lord in worship for the removal of evil committed
without intention, 3400, 9156; and the former days being void be
cause his separation was defiled, denotes that no actual state of
conflict with evil gives any quality to the perfect celestial state,
because evil active in the natural man causes temptation; for by days
are denoted states, 487; being- void, or falling, denotes separation,
3203 ; and the separation defiled, denotes a state of impurity, 10,13°.
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man of the Spiritual Church, and therefore cannot appropriate
truths, either internal or external, for the sake of being led to good,
3 168, 107 1 , 51 1316, 3732, 6091.

5· All the days of his VO\V of separation no razor corning upon his
head, denotes that, in him, even ultimate truths in their plenitude
and power are not separated from good, 33013; until the days are
fulfilled in which he separateth himself unto the Lord being holy,
denotes that during the whole course of his regeneration he is
specially devoted to the Lord because he is in good and truth con
joined, 487, 96802; and letting the locks of the hair of his head grow
long, denotes that he continually acts from good by truths, having
irnrnedia te perception thereof, 330 1 3 •

6. All the days that he separateth himself to the Lord, not corning
near a dead body, denotes that during regeneration he does not allow
himself to be contaminated willingly by the unregenerated affections
of the merely natural man, which are void of spiritual life, 487,
390 0 11•

7· Not making himself unclean for his father or for his mother
when they die, denotes that neither does he allow hereditary evils and
falsities either internal or external to corrupt his life, 37032°, 8876;
when fathers and mothers denote internal evils and falsities from
heredity, brothers and sisters denote such as are external, 370322;
when they die, denotes when evils and falsities are rejected, 1408;
and his separation unto God being upon his head, denotes that he is
inwardly in good, in truth, and in obedience thence derived, ver. 2.

8. Being holy unto the Lord all the days of his separation, denotes
that during the whole process of his. regeneration and purification
he is, as to his ruling motive, wholly in love to the Lord, 487, 96802,
2001. Notice here the use of the term God in the preceding verse,
and the term]ehovah in this.

9. Any man dying very suddenly beside him, denotes temptation
and victory in the conflicting state of his preparatory life, 1408;
defiling the head of his separation, denotes coming into contact with
evil, and opposing it from his cherished love, 10,130, 3728, 511316;
shaving his head on the day of his cleansing, denotes the rejection of
the merely natural life as his regeneration is advancing, 33013; and
the seventh day denotes when the perfected celestial state is attained,
84·

10. The eighth day denotes the new .state caused by victory in
temptation, 2°44; bringing to the priest two turtledoves or two
young pigeons, denotes a closer conjunction of the truths perceived
in the understanding with celestial good, 870, 9946; and the door
of the tent of meeting, denotes the acknowledgment of the Lord,
2356.

1 I. The priest offering one for a sin offering and the other for a
burnt offering, denotes that, from good, the celestial man confesses
that evil and error are removed by Him, while good and truth are
confirmed, 9946, 10,227, 3400, 10,053; making atonement denotes
the reconciliation of man with the Lord; and of the external man
with the internal, 10,042, III; sin by reason of the dead, denotes that
merely natural affection causes their separa~ion, .390010; and. hallow
ing his head the same day, denotes that purification from evil causes
their conjunction and a state of holiness, 8042, 96802, 3728, 487.
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of all celestial and spiritual good and, truth which nourish the soul
2177, 1071. But the peace' offering, denotes worship -frorn freedom
'on account of the remission of evil, 10,097, because the worship is not
.en tirely free so long as there is temptation, and also self compulsion;
and the reason why the burnt offering is mentioned before the sin
'offering in the first instance and after it in the second, is to show
that the worship of the Lord from pure love, and with full devotion,
is indeed the essential in worship under all circumstances with the
celestial man; but that, nevertheless, with him also, the removal
'of evil must precede and not follow the realization of good.

IS. The N azarite shaving the head of his separation at the door of
the tent of meeting, denotes that when the celestial man is thus
sanctified, he puts off the old natural state' when all temptation has
ceased, 33013; putting the hair on the fire, denotes putting on the
new natural state which is holy from pure love, 330 13, 934, 10,055;
and under the sacrifice of the peace offerings, denotes the medium
of conjunction, 8517, 92783.

19· Taking the sodden shoulder of the ram, denotes all the power
of spiritual or internal goodwhere\vith the celestial man has .fought
against evil, r085, rO,043; one cake and one wafer, denote all the
gqod interior and external, that had supported him in the conflict,
10, r07; putting them into the hand of the Nazarite, denotes that
they were from celestial love, 9946, 878; and a fterIie had shaven the
head of his separation, denotes when the former natural ma n .\vas
separated, 33013, 2356, 35403.

20. The priest waving them before the Lord, denotes that then
the new natural man is vivified from within, 10,089, 223; this being
holy for the priest together, with the wave breast and the heave
thigh, denotes the acknowledgment of the Lord in all fulness, pure'
love. indeed whol ly predominating in a state of holiness there, even
as In the interior spiritual degree, and in the inmost conjugial
principle which are rendered active from the Lord, ver. 19, 10,091
10,093; and after that the Nazarite being permitted "to drink wine,
denotes that the celestial man, from his state of perfection in good,
can instantly perceive, and also appropriate all spiritual truths,
5 I 13 1 G

, 3168.

~ I. This being the law of the Nazarite who voweth, denotes the
Divine Law for the celestial man who devotes himself to the Lord,
ver. 2; his oblation unto the Lord for his separation, denotes his
ackno\vled~ment of the Lord as distinct from that of the spiritual
man by being more complete, verso 14, IS'; and according to his VO\V "
that he voweth, so doing after the law of his separation, denotes that
it. is not possible for him not thus to be distinguished because this:
is a law of Divine Order, ver. 13. . '

22. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted' influx, 2951; by
Moses, is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010. and by
s8.ying is denoted perception, r791, 1822. ' '

23· Moses speaking unto Aaron and to his sons saying, denotes
nccording to influx into the celestial and thence into the spiritual
heaven s, 295 I, 9946; and on this wise blessing the children of rsrael
nod saying unto them, denotes that there is now full conjunction
of the Lord with the spiritual heavens, and perception there with
the spiritual, JO,495, I79I, 1822.

24. "The Lord bless thee and keep thee," denotes that goodness
and truth are conjoined i n their inmost principles, 200 I, 10,495, 3382.

25. "The Lord make His face to shine upon thee and be gracious
unto thee," denotes that thence all interior truths have spiritual light
and joy," 2001, 222-3, ]195.

26. "The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee and give thee
peace." denotes that thence also the external principles arc elevated
into light and become receptive of eternal peace, 2001,222-], 3780.

27. Putting the Lord's name upon the children of Israel, denotes
that thus a Divine quality is impressed upon the spiritual man
through the celestial, 2009, 3654, 10,017; and the Lord blessing them,
denotes that, in this way, a full conjunction of all human pO\V2rS
wi th the Lord in simultaneous order is effected, 2001, 10,495, 3654.

This interesting chapter deals with the celestial man, as distin
guished from the spiritual 111an, and at the same time with the
spiritual man in his celestial state, or in the state when he no longer
learns the truth in order that he may become good, but when, being
good, he perceives the truths that agree with his good, and makes
use of them as a means of doi ng gooel. .N ow this distinction between
the celestial and spiritual m an , and consequently between the celestial
and spiritual heavens, and the cclcst ial and spir i tua l states of the
111an of the church generally, was u nk now n to the Christian world,
before it was revealed in the .4rcana Ccelestia ; and also, there are
several other distinctions rnade in the writings of the New Church
generally, which were not known before. And for this reason, as
everyone 111ay see, it became necessary tha l new terms should be
used to mark those distinctions. And on this account also those
terms cannot be dispensed with in treating methodically on the
various subjects with which they are connected without a gre~lt

sacrifice of clearness. No apology, therefore, is needed for the con
stant use of these terms in their proper places; and as they are
generally explained, where it is necessary, the distinctions them
selves wi ll , in time, become quite familiar, and, of course, will be
found of immense use, in properly understanding spiritual things.
Let us, therefore, reverently study what the celestial man is, and
wh a t the celestial state of every man is, as set forth in the cor
respondential language ot the portion of the Word now before us.

A N azarite means, literally, one separated, devoted, or sanctified
for the service of God; and a cognate term, derived from the same
root, means the hair of the head, as shown by the N azariie ; hence,
therefore, we may clearly, see how it is that he represents the celestial
man, and the celestial state of any man, or in other words an angel
of the highest heaven especially; an angel of any heaven, as to the
good, or love which makes him an angel, and a man of the church
as to the principle of Rood, or love, by which alone anyone can be
devoted to the Lord. Thus, then, the term Niizarit e covers the whole
meaning of the term celestial. For no one can be devoted to the
Lord unless he loves the Lord, and all that proceeds from the Lord.

This, then, being so" consider what is first said of the Nazarite,
who, of course, in the supreme sense, represents the Lord Himself
as to His Human nature, 330r3. He was commanded not to drink
wine, and not to eat anything that came from the vine, to signify
that the celestial man is not regenerated by means of truth in the
understanding, like the spiritual man, but by means of good in the
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will, and this because the celestial man, in the strict sense, means
the 111an in \Vh0I11 the will and understanding make one, on which
account he does not learn truth, and store it up in his memory with
a view to becoming good, but he perceives what is true from ~is
state of good; and then by uniting the truth he thus perceives with
his good, he is gradually made pertect, or regenerated. For although
the celestial man is in good and truth conjoined essentially or in
ternally, it does not necessarily follow that he is so actually or
externally, because he is born from his parents with tendencies to
evil and error, and also in a state of ignorance, and therefore he
cannot be perfect, until his faculties are developed, and thus until
he is able to perceive truths from his good, and to conjoin them
with his good in a perfect life. Now in order to understand the
distinction between the celestial and spiritual man, and thus between
the people of the Most Ancient Church, and those of the Ancient
Church, both as to their essential nature, and with regard to re
generation, we must study this well, To be regenerated by means
of good in the will, that is, by means of affection, and thus to be
made perfect in truth, is a very different thing from being regener
ated by means of truth in the understanding and thus, by means
of intelligence. In both cases, of course, regeneration implies the
rejection of evil and error, and being established in goodness and
truth, and in both cases love conjoins truth to itself; but in the
case of the spiritual, the love is of a lower degree comparatively, as
love to the neighbour is in a lower degree than love to the Lord'.
Hence, then, we now see whv the celestial 111an was not allowed,
spiritually, to drink wine, or""to eat anything that carne from the
vine: it was because he did not reason concerning truths, as to
whether they were truths or not, but perceived what was true from
the interior light, which was from the Lord through his good, accord
ing to the Lord's words concerning him, namely, 44 Let your com
munications be 'Yea, yea, Nay, nay,' for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil" (Matt. v. 37).

But when the Nazarite had fulfilled his appointed days, as we read
farther on, he was permitted to drink wine ; and since the celestial
man, whom he represents, neither before nor after his complete
regeneration, reasons concerning truths but perceives them, we have
to consider in what sense the perfected celestial man drinks wine
spiritually. To perceive truths from the state of good, be it known,
is the office of the understanding conjoined with the will; and this
the celestial man does during his regeneration and after it, as is
evident. But to appropriate truths by applying- them to the life,
either during regeneration or after it, is the office of the will, and
this is what is signified also by drinking wine. Hence, therefore,
it is said in the series of the internal sense, in ver. 20, "the celestial
man, from his state of perfection in good, can instantly perceive,
and also appropriate all spiritual truths." That is, this drinking of
wine by the celestial man, properly represents the full appropriation
of all truths} relating to his life, in the natural sense now completely
one with the higher degrees. And, indeed, concerning this state,
see A.E. 91812; and consider that, in regard to the Lord, it represents
the state of the Human, so to speak, when it was fully glorified,
or when He arose from the dead with His whole body which He had
in the world, and when He could emphatically say, "All povv'er is
given unto Me in Heaven arid on earth," thus assuming as to the
Human also, Divine Omnipotence. But see Matt. xxvi. 29, Mark
xiv. 25, Luke xxii. 18.

And this brings us to another point which demands attention.

The Nazarite was not to shave his head, and he was to let the locks
of his hair gro\v long, in order to denote that, in the celestial man,
truth was never to be separated from good, that all its po\ver. was
to be exercised in the natural degree, and that he had continual
perception thereof. This the reference given shows ; .and a~so that
when his days were fulfilled, and he shaved off the hair of hIS head,
it was to denote the putting off of the old, and the putting on, in
fulness, of a new natural man. This, therefore, clearly indicates
that the celestial man, equally with the spiritual, was required to
overcome evil, and that hIS regeneration was not simply a develop
merit from a lower degree of good to a higher. On the contrary,
it consisted in the elirnination of evil and error from the natural
affections and thoughts, so that there might be perfect harmony
between the higher degree of good and the lower.. But, indeed, that
the celestial man, before regeneration is completed, enters into
temptation for his purification, is abundantly evident from what now
follows in our second section. Let us consider it.

'The N azarite was not to allow himself to come near any dead
body. Now what a striking symbol is a dead body, or carcass, of
the merely natural man void of spiritual life! But the celestial man,
as distinguished from the spiritual man, could not have been con
tarninated with evil, as thus represented, if there had been no evil
with him in the natural degree of his life; that is, if there had been
with h irn no actual evil there. And, of course, there could have been
no actual evil, if there had not been hereditary evil, except in the
case of the first created human beings whoever they were. But the
next verse assures us that he was not compelled to adopt evil from
hereditary tendencies; and this also is clear from the fact that the
very first pair, if we assume that the whole human race sprang
from one pair, were in freedom to choose between the love of the
Lord and the love of self (Gen. i i. 16-17), or more strictly between
the love of the Lord and selfishness. During all the states of his
Nazariteship, or separation, therefore, the celestial man was holy
un to the Lord by virtue (If good. And this cannot be said of the
spiritual man, who acts from truth rather than from good in the
course of his regeneration.

We now come to reflect upon the purification of the celestial man
from evil, which is described by accidental contamination through
contact with the dead body of a person dying ·suddenly beside the
Nazarite. And we notice first the peculiarity of this expression, as
indicating the manner in which evil impulses causing temptation
are excited by evil spirits. For there can be no impulse of evil with
out influx from the hells; and this influx, in the case of the regenerat
ing man, involves temptation. And if we call to mind the words
of Paul when he said, "1 die daily" (r Cor. xv. 3 I), we shall under
stand the spiritual meaning of a man dying suddenly. I t is the
rejection of the corrupt old life through conqu.ering in temptation.
And in this is the celestial man defiled, in that he is conscious of
his evil. But he puts off the old life, as represented by the Nazarite
shaving his head, and puts on the holy state of the new life denoted
by the seventh day. And now follows, therefore, the worship of
the Lord in the new state, and the renewal of the VO\V of consecra
tion, the meaning of all these things in relation to the progress in
regeneration of the celestial 111an, appearing sufficiently fr orn what
is said in giving- the references, because sirn ilar things have been
previously considered. But a word must be said explanatory of the
last clause in the section. For it must not be supposed tha t the
former days being void, denotes that the previous states of the
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l~egeneration of the celestial man contributed nothing towards his
final perfection, since every previous state. of good and truth and
their conjunction, occurring during life, has .its value, as is evident
fr0I11 the fact that we could not have the full corn in the ear, unless
we previously had the ear and the blade before, it, according to the
Lord's teaching (Mark iv. 28; A. C. 29). And hence, then, we vare
to understand by "forn1er days," not an.y previous states of good
and truth, but of evil and falsity; and that is why it is said to signify
that "no actual state of conflict with evil, gives any quality to the
perfect celestial state, because evil active in the natural man causes
temptation." And, besides this, the words we are studying also
convey the consoling and strengthening thought to the man of the
church in general, that in heaven our evil states will have passed
3\V8Y, and that indeed actual states of conflict against evil will never
more be experienced.

II Eternal mansions, bright array!
011 blest exchange! Transporting thought!

Free from the approaches of decay,
Or the least shadow of a spot! II

Wi th regard to the state of the celestial man made perfect by
regeneration, which comprises our third section, there are some
interesting particulars. He now acknowledges the Lord in all .ful
ness; he worships Him from the inmost degree of his life, even to its
outermost; the animals sacrificed indicate the successive order of
influx as to good; the basket with its contents, denotes the same good
in simultaneous order, to show that, in the perfect state, all degrees
of good are in the ultimate or natural degree in their fulness and
their po\ver; and the meal offering and drink offering are last rnen
tioned arnong ithe offerings, to show not only the intensification of
this full reception of goodness and truth, but also that, in the perfect.
state in heaven: what nourishes the souls of the angels nourishes
their bodies also, appearing in correspondential forms suitable for
that purpose.

We have already seen the signification of shaving the head,and
now, since it denotes the putting off of the old natural state and the
putting on of the new, we can thence perceive the peculiarity of what
is said in verso 19-20. For it was after the N azarite had shaven the
head of his separation that the waving and heaving took place, and
that he could drink wine. That is, spiritually, it is only when the
old natural state is rejected and the new state is inaugurated, that
truth and good respectively can be fully acknowledged and per
ceived to be from the Lord, and that the celestial man can fully
appropriate them. And thus the more closely we examine the par
ticulars of the description before us, the moreclearly do the truths
of the internal sense of the Word manifest themselves, and the more
completely does the order and beauty of Divine revelation appear.

And, lastly, we have to consider the internal sense of words so
familiar to us as are those of the blessing with which the chapter
ends. That blessing denotes conjunction, the references show, But
because the Lord, or Jehovah, signifies the Divine Being as to His
love, we thence observe that it is love that causes conjunction. And
truly every human being is eternally conjoined with the Lord. through
the reception of life or love from Him; and yet this alone does not
give the conjunction signified by the threefold blessing. In order
that there may be true conjunction with the Lord, He must not only
love us, but we must love Him. Hence, therefore, to pray that the
Lord may bless us or anyone else, includes the desire that we may

love the Lord, and what proceeds from Him, namely, mercy, joy
and peace, and in short all things good and true. And to pray the
threefold blessing, is to desire to love the Lord as to all the degrees of
our life. And thus only can our prayer be a true prayer, whether
the desire be for ourselves or for others. It is worth our while,
therefore, to know the internal sense of the Lord blessing us; for if
we do not know it, we may easily imagine that it is a blessed thing
to receive all kinds of good things from the Lord, externally, and
to enjoy them without any reference to our own state internally.

Again, it is interesting to remark that this grand form of blessing
is not only threefold, thus relating to the whole of the degrees of our
life. I t is also double in those degrees, and thus teaches the
important lesson that we must be truly conjoined to the Lord both
as to our wills and our understandings. Tha tis, we must not only
love to be good, but we must love to be truthful as well. Truly it is
goodness that is a blessing, but it is truth that keeps or preserves
us; the face of the Lord shines upon us when we ourselves are
mercif ul , and He is gracious unto us, when we ourselves are intelli
gently' kind, or gracious; and He lifts up the light of His countenance
upon us, when we act according to His truth .. giving us peace also,
when we are fully disposed to promote peace amongst our brethren.

And in one word, if we have inwardly in ourselves the heavenly
affections symbolized by Aaron and his sons) involving the peace
which the world can neither give nor take away, they will certainly
descend and bring into perfect harmony every lower principle of our
hearts and minds, which are collectively represented by the children
of Israel in relation to the priests who pronounce the blessing.
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CHAPTER VII

SUl\H\IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. The subject here first presented is the conjunction of the spiritual
heaven with the celestial; and also, generally, the chapter treats of
the acknowledgment, on the part of the spiritual man, that he
receives all the good things of charity and faith and doctrine from
the Lord through the celestial heavens, verso I-S.

2. But those who constitute the spiritual heaven cannot perform
the functions of the ultim.ate heaven, their use being to minister to
and support with all their power the celestial heaven, besides which
they acknowledge the Lord in genuine spiritual worship : every
society, indeed, and each individual, according to his state, verso 9-1 I.

3- The specific acknowledgment and worship of societies and
individu.als is described, verso 12-88.

4. Revelation, internal and external, is always the consequence
of genuine acknowledgment and worship, ver. 89·

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

3. And they brought their
oblation before the LORD,

six covered \vagons, and
twelve oxen; a \vagon for
every t\VO of the princes,
and for each one an ox : and
they presented them before
the tabernacle.

4. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

5. Take it of them, that
they may be to do the ser
vice of the tent of meeting
and thou shalt give them
unto the Levites, to every
man according to his serv
ice.

3. And therefore they ac
knowledge that they are, from
the Lord by regeneration, the
receptacles of celestial things
protected from evil, and con
cealed by Divine Providence;
that they have all fulness as
to natural affections; that they
are receptacles of good and
truth in conjunction; that the
affection of good is distin
guished from the affection of
truth; and that they receive
these gifts from the Lord
through the celestial heaven.

4- Arid they have perception
from the Lord by Divine
Truth,

5- That their acknowledg
ment that all these good
things are from the Lord, is
accepted that they may be in
holy spiritual worship by the
reception of chari ty as prim
ary, each being in his own
particular good or use.

r. And it came to pass on
the day that Moses had
made an end of setting up
the tabernacle, and had
anointed it and sanctified it,
and all the furniture thereof,
and the altar and all the
vessels thereof, and had
anointed them and sanctified
them;

2. That the princes of
Israel, the heads of their
fathers' houses, offered;
these were the princes of the
tribes, these are they that
were over them that \\'ere
numbered:

I I 2

I. It happens, when the
state of the celestial man is
completely established by the
conjunction of truth with
good, and by a holy state of
good and truth thence derived
in consequence, and thus when
the worship of the Lord from
these principles is also estab
lished by such conjunction and
sanctification;

2. That those who are in
the primary truths of the
Spiritual Church grounded in
charity, which is celestial love
in an image, have conjunction
therewith; for they are the
primary things of faith and
charity, and the ordination
and arrangement of all in
ferior things is thence derived
from the Lord.

. 6. Arid Moses took the
wagons and the oxen, and
gave them unto the Levites.

7. Two wagons and four
oxen he gave unto the sons
of Gershon, accordi.ng to
their service:

8. And four wagons and
eight oxen he gave unto the
sons of Merari, according
unto their service, under the
hand of Ithamar the son of
Aaron the priest.

6. And thus all natural
receptacles or scien tifics, and
;111 natural affections are
grounded in charity;

7. Scientifics of truth con
joined with good, and affec
tions of good conjoined with
truth, appertaining to those
who arc in the internal of the
ultimate heaven, adequate to
their functions;

8. And scientifics of truth
conjoined with good, and
affections of good conjoined
with truth appertauung to
those who are in the external
of the ultimate heaven, also
adequate to their functions,
and forming the new external
man, this being subordinate
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g. But unto the sons of
Kohath he gave none: be
cause the service of the sanc
tuary belonged unto them ;
they bare it upon their
shoulders.

10. And the princes
offered for the dedication of
the altar in the day that it
was anointed; even the
princes offered their oblation
before the altar.

I I. And the LORD said
unto Moses, They shall offer
their oblation, each prince
on his dav, for the dedica
tion of the altar.

12. And he that offered
his oblation the first day was
Nahshon the son of Ammi
nadab, of the tribe of
Judah:

13. Arid his oblation \\7aS
one silver charger, the
weight thereof was an hun
dred and thirty shekels, one
silver bowl of seventy
shekels, after the shekel of
t he sanctuary; both of them
full of fine flour mingled
with oil for a meal offering;

to and acting from celestial
natural good.

9. But those who constitute
the middle heaven, or spiritual
degree, are not in the func
tions of those who are in the
ultimate heaven, and con
sequently not in their scien
tificsof truth or affections of
good, because their ministry
is to the celestial heaven, by
supporting it from the affec
tions of interior truth and
interior good conjoined, with
all their power.

10. And thus all those i'n:
the primary truths of the
Spiritual Church acknowledge
the Lord in genuine worship
when it is from charity and'
faith conjoined, and this both
as to internals and externals.

I I. And there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth, that each worships the
Lord according to his own
state,

12. And the first are those
who are in truth immediately
proceeding from Divine love,

13. And they acknowledge
that they receive from the
Lord, and worship Him there
from, all spiritual truths
having relation to doctrine
and life in their perfection
and in their holiness, arising,
from the conjunction of truth
with good, and being the
receptacles of celestial good
externally and internally, on
of spiritual and celestial love;

14. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

IS. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
first year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

16. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

17. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, t\\70 oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Nahshon the son of Arnmi
nadab.

18. On the second day
Nethanel the son of Zuar,
prince of Issachar, did
offer:

19. He offered for his
oblation one silver charger,
the weight thereof was an
hundred and thirty shekels,
one silver bowl of seventy
shekels, after the shekel of
the sanctuary; both of them
full of fine flour mingled
with oil for a meal offering;

I 2

14. And the grateful he~r

ing and reception of worsh.lp,
beca use derived from rernams
and expressed in loving words
and actions,

IS. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and, grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from HiDl;

16. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity,
frOITI which repentance is
practised and evils are re
mi ttcd ;

17. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of faith, and all
the cyood of innocence in the

b hi h .natural man, \V IC are In

freedom devoted to the Lord,
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord, who are in
truth immediately proceeding
from the primary truth of
good.

18. Secondly, those who
are in celestial conjugial love,
in mutual love, and humility,

19. Acknowledge that they
receive f rorn the Lord, and
wor-ship Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths having rela
tion to doctrine and life in
their perfection and in their
holiness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being the receptacles of
celestial good externally and
internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,
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20. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

2 I. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
first year, for a burnt offer
ing;

22. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

23. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year:
this "vas the oblation of
Nethanel the son of Zuar.

24. On the third day
Eliab the son of Helon,
prince of the children of
Zebulun:

25. I-I is oblation was one
silver charger, the we ig ht
thereof "vas an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seven ty shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

20. Arid the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

2 I. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

22. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity,
from which repentance is
practised and evils are re
mitted;

23. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of fai th , and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord,
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord who are in
mutual love and in humility
thence.

24. Thirdly, those who are
in truth conjoined with good
and derived therefrom, or in
the heavenly marriage,

25. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths having rela
tion to doctrine and life in
their perfection and in their
holiness, arising from the
conjunction of truth with
good, and being the recep
tacles of celestial good exter
nally and internally, or- of
spiritual and celestial love,

26. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of Incense;

27. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

28. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

29. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Eliab the son of Helon.

30. On the fourth day
Elizur the son of Shedeur,
prince of the children of
Reuben:

31. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

26. And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship ,
because derived f rorn remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

27. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

28. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity, from
which repentance is practised
and evils are rernitted ;

29. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affec
tion, all the truth of faith, and
all the good of innocence in
the natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord,
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus
they worship the Lord who
are in the heavenly marriage.

30. In the fourth place,
those who are in faith in the
understanding, or in faith
derived from charity which is
the foundation of the church,

31. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths haying rela
tion to doctrine and life in
their perfection and in their
holiness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being- the receptacles of
celestial good externally and
internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love;
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32 • One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

..)J. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year" for a burnt offer
lng;

34. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

35. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he~lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Elizur the son of Shedeur.

36. On the fifth day She
.Iurniel the son of Zurishad
·dai, prince of the children
of Simeon:

37. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty sh.eliels, one silver
bow1 of seventy shekels,
af ter the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a mea] offering;

38. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

32. 'And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

33. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love, in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

34. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity,
from which repentance is prac
tised and evils are remitted;

35. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of fai th, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to' the Lord
as the result of peace a'nd
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord who are in
faith from charity.

36. In the fifth place, those
who are in obedience from the
good of truth,

37. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
w~r~hipHim therefrom, all
spiritual truths having relation
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good
and being the receptacles of
~elestial good externally and
Internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love;

38. One golden spoon of
ing and reception of' worshi p,

39. One young bullock,
one ram,one he-lamb of the
.~rst year, for a burnt offer
'lng;

. 40. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

41. Arid for the sacrifice
ot peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
'he-lam bs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Shelumiel the son of Zuri
.shaddai.

. 42. On the sixth day Elia
saph the son of Deuel,
prince of the children of
Gad:

43. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred
and thirty shekels, one
silver bowl of seventy
shekels, after the shekel of
the sanctuary; both of them
full of fine flour mingled
:with oil for a meal offering; "

. 44. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

39. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love, in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

40. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity, from
which repentance is practised
and evils are remitted;

41. Arid every good natural
affection conjoined wi th its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of faith, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord
as the result of peace and har
mony between the internal and
external man. Thus they wor
ship the Lord who are in obedi
ence from the good of truth.

42. I n the sixth place, those
who are in good works, or in
the good of life,

43. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord and. '
'VvC?r~hlp Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths having relation
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the conjunc
tion of truth with good, and
being the receptacles of celes
tial good externally and inter
nally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,

44. And the grateful hearing
and reception of worship,
because derived from remains
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45. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

46. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

47. Arid for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, t\\10 oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

48. On the seventh day
Elishama the son of Am
mihud, prince of the chil
dren of Ephraim:

49. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uarv : both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

50. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

and expressed in loving words
and actions;

45. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated whollv to the
Lord, and being "perpetually
from Him;

46. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity from
which repentance. is pr~ctised
and evils are remitted;

47. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of faith, all the
good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord,
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord who are in
good works.

48. In the seventh place,
those who are in the new
understanding of truth, and in
obedience thence from the life
of good,

49. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths having rela
tion to doctrine and life in
their perfection and in their
holiness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being the receptacle of
~elestial good externally and
Internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,

50. And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
because derived from remains.

51. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

52. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

53. Arid for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
fi ve rams, fi ve he-goats, fi ve
he:-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Elishama the son of Ammi
hud.

54. On the eighth day
Gamaliel the son of Pedah
ZUf, prince of the children
of Manasseh :

55. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bow1 of seventy shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

56. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

and expressed in loving words
and actions;

51. All na tural, spiritual ,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence"
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

52. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity ,
f:om which repentance is prac
tised and evils are remitted;

53. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
t ruth , eve ry spi ri t ua1 a ff ect ion,
all the truth of faith, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord, who are in
the new understanding of truth
from the love of good.

54. In the eighth place,
those who are in the new will
of goocL in the hope of reward
as if from self, the knowledge
of the truth, and separation
from evil derived from the
Lord's work of redemption,

55. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom an
spiritual truths having rel~tion
to doctrine and life, in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being the receptacles of
~elestial good externally and
Internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,

56. And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
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57. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
first year, for a burnt offer
ing;

58. 0 ne male of the goats
for a sin offering;

59. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, t\VO oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lam bs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Gamaliel the son of Pedah
zur.

60. On the ninth day
Abidan the son of Gideoni,
prince of the children of
Benjamin:

61. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof "vas an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

62. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

57. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from Him;

58. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity, Irorn
which repentance is practised
and evils are remitted;

59. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of fai th, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord,
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worship the Lord, who are in
the new will of good.

60. In the ninth place, those
who are in truth from 'good
springing from opposition to
evil, and are a medium,

6r. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom all
spiritual truths having rel~tion
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being the receptacles of
celestial good externally and
internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love;

62. And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
because derived from remains

63. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
first year, for a burnt offer
ing;

64. One rna le of the goats
for a sin offering;

65. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, fi ve
he.-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Abidan the son of Gideoni.

6.p. On the tenth nay
Ahiezer the son of Ammi
shaddai, prince of the chil
dren of Dan:

67. His oblation was erie
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,

.after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a mea] offering;

68. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

and expressed in Iovino- words
d

. b
an actions ;

63. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to. the
Lord, and being perpetually
from ,Him;

64. Faith in the Lord con
joined wi th SOITIe charity,
f~om which r.epentance is prac
tised and evils are remi tted ;

65. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of faith, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in
freedom devoted to the Lord
as the result of peace and
harmony between the internal
and e~ternal man. Thus they
worship the Lord who are in
truth from good springing
from opposition to evil, and
who are a medium.

66. In the tenth place, those
who are in the affirmation of
truth, and in good which aids
derived from Divine Truth
\~hich protects man in tempta
tion,

67. Acknovvledge that they
receive from the Lora and
worship Him therefro~ all
spiritual truths having rel~tion
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good
and being the receptacles of
~elestial good externally and
Internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,

68. And the grateful hear
ing and rec~ption of worship,
because derived from remains
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69· One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~1rst year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

70. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

7I. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he-lambs of the first year:
this was the oblation of
Ahiezer the son of Ammi
shaddai.

72. 0 n the eleventh day
Pagiel the son of Ochran ,
prince of the children of
Asher :

73. His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,
af ter the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

and expressed in loving words
and actions;

6g. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
I....ord, and being perpetually
from Him;

70. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity,
from which repentance is prac
tised and evils are remitted;

71. And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affec
tion, all the truth of faith,
and all the gQod of innocence
in the natural man, which' are
in freedom devoted to the
Lord, as the result of pe~ce

and harmony between the
internal and external man.
Thus they worship the Lord
who are in the affirmation of
truth, and in good which aids,
derived from Divine Truth
which protects man in tempta
tion.

72. In the eleventh place,
those who are in natural
delight, and in opposition to
evil springing from a state of
spiritual trial and affiiction,

73. Acknowledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Him therefrom, all
spiritual truths having relation
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and in their holi
ness, arising from the conjunc
tion of truth with good, and
being the receptacles of
celestial good externally and
internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,

74. One golden spoon of
ten shekels, full of incense;

I.). One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year, for a burnt offer
Ing;

76. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

, I· .:\ nd for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen,
five rams, five he-goats, five
he.-Iambs of the first year:
this "vas the oblation of
Pagiel the son of Ochran.

78. On the twelfth day
Ah ira the son of Enan,
prince of the children of
Naphtali:

79· His oblation was one
silver charger, the weight
thereof was an hundred and
thirty shekels, one silver
bowl of seventy shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary; both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil
for a meal offering;

74, Arid the gra tef ul hear
ing and reception of worship ,
because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

75. Au natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecra ted wholly to the
Lord, and bei ng perpetually
from Him;

76. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity
from which repentance ri~
practised and ev ils are re
mitted;

77· And every good natural
affection conjoined with its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of fai th, all the
good of innocence in the
natural man which are in free
dom devoted to the Lord, as
the result of peace and har
mony between the internal
and e~ternal man. Thus they
worship the Lord who are in
n,atural delight, and in opposi
t ion to evil springing from a
state of trial and affliction.

78 . And in the twelfth place
those who are in resistance to
evil, and in a principle of good
derived from the truth of the
Divine \\70 rd ,

79, A.ckno\vledge that they
receive from the Lord, and
worship Hi m therefrom all
spiritual truths having rel~tion
to doctrine and life in their
perfection and, in their holi
ness, arising from the con
junction of truth with good,
and being the receptacle of
celestial good externall V and
internally, or of spiritual and
celestial love,
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80. One golden spoon of
ten shehels, full of incense;

8r. One young bullock,
one ram, one he-lamb of the
~rst year, for a burnt offer
lng;

82. One male of the goats
for a sin offering;

83. And for the sacrifice
of peace offerings, two oxen;
five rams, fi ve he-goats, five
he.-Iambs of the first year:
th is was the oblation of
Ahira the son of Enan.

84. This was the dedica
tion of the altar, in the day
when it was anointed by
the princes of Israel : t~elve
silver chargers, twelve silver
bowls, twelve golden
spoons:

85. Each silver charver
weighing an hundred :nd
thirty shekels, and each
bowI seventy: all the silver

80. And the grateful hear
ing and reception of worship,
because derived from remains
and expressed in loving words
and actions;

81. All natural, spiritual,
and celestial love in fulness
and grounded in innocence,
consecrated wholly to the
Lord, and being perpetually
from I-lim;

82. Faith in the Lord con
joined with some charity, from
which repentance is practised
and evils are remi tted ;

83. And every good natural
affection conjoined wi th its
truth, every spiritual affection,
all the truth of faith, and all
the good of innocence in the
natural man, which are in free
dom devoted to the Lord, as
the result of peace and har
mony between the internal
and external man. Thus they
worshi p the Lord w ho are in
resistance to evil, and in a
principle of good derived Irorn
the truth of the Divine Word ;

84 ..And thus it is acknow
ledged by all those who are in
the Spiritual Church, that
good is conjoined to truth in
worship, when they are sens
ible that they receive all good
things from the Lord; all
spiritual truths external and
internal, and the power of ex
pressing these in good works
which are receptacles of in
terior principles;

85. Fulness, and complete
ness, and holiness as to truth,
the quality of which is fulness
of conjunction of good with
truth, and of truth with good,

of the vessels t\VO thousand
and four hundred shekels,
after the shekel of the sanct
uary;

86. The twelve golden
spoons, full of incense,
weighing ten shekels apiece,
after .the shekel of the sanct
uary: all the gold of the
spoons- an hundred and
twen ty she ke Is :

87 . .i\11 the oxen for the
burnt offering twelve bul
locks, the rams twelve, the
he-lambs of the first year
twelve, and their meal offer
ing: and the males of the
goats for a sin offering
twelve:

·88..A.. nd all the oxen for
the sacrifice of peace offer
ings twenty and four bul
locks, the rams sixty, the
he-goats sixty, the he-lambs
of the first year sixtv. Th is
was the d~dication' of the
altar, after that it was
anointed.

89 ..Arid when Moses wen t
into the tent of meeting to
speak with him, then he
heard the Voice speakin cr

unto him from above th~
mercy-seat that was upon
the ark of the testimony,
from between the two cheru
bim: and -he spake unto
him,

because all truth has its origin
from good;

86. Fulness also as to good
expressed in loving words
and actions, which are the
rec~ptacles of spiritual worship
denved from remains and from
truth conjoined with good the
quality of which is complete
ness and equality as to both
truth and good;

87. Completeness as to all
natural affections, as to all
spiritual affections, and as to
all celes tial affections in ternal
and external, and as to F ai th
in the Lord for the remission
of evil in the worship of the
Lord by entire consecration;

88. And also completeness
as to the free and full devotion
of all natural affections, of all
spiritual affections, of all the
good of faith, and of all the
good of innocence established
in the external man as well as
in the internal by regeneration.
And thus it is acknowledged
by the spiritual man that all
his worship of the Lord is
entirely frorn Hirn by the con
junction of good wi th tru th.

89. So that when the spiri
tual man is, in this holy
worship, desirous humbly to
communicate with the Lord,
he receives revelation from
the Divine ·Tvlercy which re
moves evil from him through
the inmost or celestial heaven,
the Divine Providence operat
ing continually by Divine.
Truth thence proceeding, and
being adapted to all his sta tes
and changes of state in such
worship.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. It coming to pass, denotes a change of state and subject, 4979;
the day that Moses had made an end of setting up the tabernacle,
-deriotes when the state of the celestial man is completely established,
487 , 63 IS, 9784; anointing and sanctifying denote the conjunction of
truth with goodness, and a holy state of good and truth thence
derived, 9954, 8042, 968o; and the furniture thereof, and the altar
and all the vessels thereof, denotes the worship of the Lord also fully
established as to its internal and external states, 3210, 454 1, 10,340.

2. The princes of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses offering,
denotes that those who are in the primary truths of the Spiritual
Church grounded in charity, which is celestial love in an image,
have conjunction therewith, 83 14, 3654, 3728, 7833, 5619, 37,032;
these being the princes of the tribes, denotes the primary things of
faith and charity, 3858; and their being over them that were num
bered, denotes the ordination and arrangement, from the Lord, by
means ·of primary truths, of all inferior things, 10,217.

J. Bringing their oblations before the Lord denotes the ackriow
ledgment that they are the receptacles of good and truth from Hirn,
10,227; six denotes by regeneration, and in fulness, 6- 12, 737;
covered wagons denote things protected from evil, and concealed by
Divine Providence, 2576, 5945; twelve oxen denotes all fulness as to
the natural affections, 575, _2180; a wagon for every two of the
princes denotes goocl and truth in conjunction, 5194; for each one
an ox denotes the affection of good distinguished from the affection
of truth, 4149; and presenting them before the tabernacle denotes
reception through heaven, 35403.

4. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I ; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

5. Taking it of them denotes that. the acknowledgment that all
these good things are from the Lord is accepted, 10,177; to do the
service in the tent of meeting denotes to be in holy spiritual worship,
7038, 35403; giving the offerings to the Levites denotes the reception
of charity as primary by acknowledgment, 10,227, 3877; and every
man according to his service denotes that each is in his own
particular use, 7038.

6. Moses taking the wagons and the oxen and giving them un to
the Levites, denotes that thus all natural receptacles or scientifics,
and all natural affections are grounded in charity, 5945, 218o, 10,227,
3877.

7. Two \vagons denote scientifics of truth conjoined with good,
5945, 5 194; four oxen denote affections of good conjoined with truth,
2 rSo, 1686 ~ the sons of Gershon represent those who are in the Internal
of the ultimate heaven, chap. iii. 17, 23, 996020, J 463, 9755; and
according to their service, denotes adequate to their functions, 7038.

S. Four wagons denote scientifics of truth conjoined with good,
.5945, 1686; eight oxen denote affections of good conjoined with

truth, 2180, 1686; the sons of Merar i denote those who are in the
~xternal of the ultimate heaven, chap. iii. 17, 35, 7854, 9648; accord
Ing to their service denotes adequate to their functions, 7038; and
under the hand of I thamar the son of Aaron the priest, denotes the
new external ma n , this being subordinate to and acting fr orn celest iul
natural good, 878, 98 12, 725, 9946.

9. The sons of Kohath denote those wh o constitute the middle
heaven, or spiritual degree, chap. iii. 17, 29, 968+; not giving them
any denotes that they are not in the functions of those who are in
the ultimate heaven, and, consequently, not in their scientifics or
affections of good, verso 7, 8; the service of the sanctuary belonging
to them denotes that their ministry is to the celestial heaven, 3210,
~hap. iv. 4; an~ b~aring.i~ upo.n their shoulders denotes by supporting
It from the affection of m terior truth and interior good conjoined,.
with all their power, 1085.

10. The princes offering for the dedication of the altar in the day
that it was anoin ted, even the princes offering their oblation before
the altar, denotes that thus all those in the primary truths of the
Spiyitual Church acknowledge the Lord in genuine worship when it
is from charity and faith conjoined, and this both as to Internals and
Externals, 83 14, 5619, 454 1, 9954, 1085, 683.

I!. The Lord saying un to Moses denotes revelation fr om the Lord
by Divine Truth, 200 I, 70 IO, 1822; and offering his oblation each
prince in his day for the dedication of the altar, denotes that each
worships the Lord, by acknowledgment, according to his own state,
10,227, 83 14 , 48i , +5+1.

12. He that offered his oblation on the first dav being Nahshon
the son of Amrninudab of the tribe of Judah, denotes that the first
are in truths immediately proceeding from Divine Love, chap. i. 7,
3880, 197, 1482.

13. One silver charger the weight whereof was one hundred and
thirty shekels, denotes all spiritual truth having relation to doctrine
in perfectior:, because silver denotes spiritual truth, 2937; a silver
charger, being a receptacle or vessel, denotes truth, or doctrine
recipient of good, 3°79; weight has reference to gaod, 3104; and one
hundred .and thirty denotes perfection, 2636, 533~; one silver bowl
of seventy shekels after the shekel of the sanctuary, denotes all
spiritual truths having relation to life in perfection and holiness,
2937, 3079, 728 ; "after the shekel of the sanctuarv denotes from the
conjunction of truth with good, 2959; and both 'of them full of fine
flour mingled with oil for a meal offering, denotes being receptacles
of celestial good externally and internally, or of spiritual and celestial
love, the charger signifying the external rcceprncle and the bowl the
in.terni:d, as appears from the signification of the numbers connected
With each, 2177.

14. One golden spoon of ten shekels full of incense, denotes the
grateful hearing and reception of worship, because derived from
remains and expressed in loving words and actions, 10,177, 576,
10,340, 3 164. I t is said here "expressed in loving words and
actions," because a vessel, or spoon m ade of gold, denotes what is
grounded in good in the outward life, from the understanding and
the heart as all true worship ought to be.

K



13° THE B001{ OF NUJIBERS CHAPTER I'll 13 I

IS. One young bullock, one ram, and one he-lamb of the first
year for a burnt offering, denotes ~1l natural, spiritual and celestial
love in all fulness and grounded In innocence, consecrated wholly
to the Lord, and being perpetually from Him, 10,02 I, 10,042, 10,1]2,
10,053, 7839.

16. One male of the goats for a sin offering denotes faith in the
Lord conjoined with some charity from which repentance is practised
a nd evils are remitted, 4169'1, 3400, 10,122.

17. Two oxen denotes every good natural affection conjoined with
its truth, 2180, 5194; five rams denotes every spiritual affection,
10,042; five he-goats denotes all the truth of faith, 41694; five
he-lambs of the first year denotes all the good of innocence in the
natural 111an, 10,132, 29069; the peace offering denotes devotion to
the Lord in freedom as the result of peace and harmony between
the internal and external 111an, 10,097; and this being the oblation
of N ahshon the son of Arnminadab, denotes that thus they worship
the Lord who are in truth immediately proceeding from the prirnary
truth of go-od, vert 12.

18. On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar prince of Issachar
offering, denotes the worship of those who are in celestial conj ugial
love, in mutual love, and hurn ility, chap. i, 8, 3956, 2001, I Sam.
xv. 17, Luke xii. 32, 27152.

19-23' The contents of these verses being the same as those of
verso 13-17, the proofs are the same ; and as the offerings for each
of the princes were similar, these proofs need not be repeated. But
these offerings are repeated in the text, and therefore their internal
sense is repeated, and the interpretation of it is repeated in each
case, because, although it is outwardly the same internal sense, it
is not inwardly so) owing to the fact that the quality of external
worship depends upon the motive 'Or principle which rules. And as
there were twelve different ruling motives or principles represented
by the twelve princes, and twelve signifies all, 3858, therefore the
worship of the whole heaven is here described, showing that it is
various on account of the universal distinctions of angelic life. But
the reason why the offerings are described as being all the same is
to show that still worship throughout the whole heaven is one
~ulorship, because it is the worship of the one only Lord; and
because he who truly worships the Lord, alike devotes to His service
all his liuman affections and powers, each being a man like all oth er
men, and endowed with the SQ,1'1'l.e faculties fr0111 the Lord, since he
is an image and likeness of the Lord. For he embodies in himself
all things finitely which are in the Lord infinitely; and these common.
constituents of human life are therefore adequately denoted by the
several gifts mentioned.

Arid, before proceeding, it is also to be observed that each prince
is mentioned by name, not only before the account of his offerings,
but immediately afterwards also, which appears, on the surface, to
be another unnecessary repetition, but it is not so. For it evidently
shows, in the internal sense, that the principle which rules inmostly
with a man in his worship must be fully expressed in that worship,
and thus appear in external thoughts and actions, because the external
man, in heaven, is fully and perfectly represented in what is external.

24. On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children
of Zebulun, denotes those who are in truth conjoined with good and

derived therefrom, or in the heavenly marriage, chap. i. 9, 3960-1,
_2001, 37032.

25-29. See verso 13-17.

30. On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shedeur, prince of the
children of Reuben, denotes those who are in faith in the understand
ing, or in faith derived from charity, which is the foundation of the
church, chap. i. 5, 3863, 2760 preface, 297 I, 6432, 37032.

31-35. See vers.' 13-17.

36. On the fifth day Shelurn iel the son of Zurishacldai prince of
the children of Simeon, denotes those who are in obedience from the
good of truth, chap. i. 6, 3869, 2760 preface.

37-4 1. See verso 13. 17.

42. On the sixth clay Eliasaph the son of Deuel, prince of the
children of Gad, denotes those who are in good work s, or in the
good of life, chap. i. 14, 3934, 498 1, 10,33 1 , 8944.

43-4·7. See verso 13-17.

48. On the seventh day Elishanla the son of Ammihud, prince of
the children of Ephraim, denotes those who are in the new under
standing of truth, and in obedience thence from the life of good,
chap. i. 10, 6238, 5355, 2001, 2542, 3880.

49-53. See verso 13-17.

54· On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, prince of
the children of Man asseh , denotes those who are in the new will of
good in the hope of reward as if from self, the knowledge of the
truth and separation from evil derived fr orn the Lord's work of
redemption, chap. i. 10, 6238, 535 I, 3816, 3084, 2647, 2760 preface.

55-59. See verso 13-17.

60. On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gideoni, prince of the
children of Benjamin, denotes those who are in truth from aood
springing from opposition to evil, and are a medium, chap. f I I,

45 855
, 459 2, 37032, 3923, 1664, 9 163.

61-65. See verso 13-17.

66. On the tenth day .Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, prince of
the children of Dan, denotes those who are in the affirmation of
truth and in good which aids, derived from Divine Tru th , which
protects man in temptation, chap. i. 12, 3923, 2360, 8652, 1992 •

67-71. See verso 13-17.

72 . On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Ochran, prince of the
-children of Asher, denotes those who are in natural delight, and in
opposition to evil springjng from a state of spir i tu al trial and
.affliction, chap. i. 13, 3939. 2001, 8200, 2535, 5221, 5222.

73-77. See verso 13-17.
K 2
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78. On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Euan , prince of the
children of N aphtali, denotes those who are in resistance to evil, and
in a principle of good derived fr0111 the truth of the Divine Word,
3928, 2360, 343, 3424.

79-83. See verso 13-17.

84. This being the dedication of the altar in the day when it was
anointed by the princes of Israel, denotes that thus it is acknowledged
by all who are in the Spiritual Church that good is conjoined to truth
in worsh ip when they are sensible that they receive all good things
from the Lord, 10,227, 4541, 487, 9954,83 14, 3654; and twelve silver
chargers, twelve silver bowls, and twelve golden spoons, denote all
spiritual truths external and internal, and the power of expressing
these in good works, which are receptacles of interior principles,
3858, verso 13, 14·

85. Each silver charger being one hundred and thirty shekels,
and each bowl seventy, denotes fulness and cc.npleteness, and holiness
as to truth, ver. 13; all the silver of the vessels t\VO thousand and
four hundred shekels, denotes the quality, namely fulness of the con
junction of good with truth, and of truth with good, because twenty
four denotes fulness, 53136, t\VO thousand denotes the conjunction of
good and truth, 10,235, and four hundred denotes the conjunction
of truth and good, 4248; and after the shekel of the sanctuary t

denotes that all truth has its origin from good, 2959 5
•

86. The twelve golden spoons full of incense \\'eighing ten shekels
apiece, after the shekel of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons
one hundred and twenty shekels, denotes fulness, also, as to good
expressed in loving words and actions, which are the receptacles of
spiritual worship derived from remains, and from truth conjoined
with good, the character of which is completeness and equality as
to both truth and good, ver. 14, 3858, 2959, 575, 576.

87. AJI the oxen for the burnt offering being twelve bullocks, the
rams twelve, the he-lambs of the first year twelve, and their meal
offering ; and the males of the goats for a sin offering twelve, denotes
completeness as to all natural affections, as to 011 spiritu.al affections,
and as to all celestial affections internal and external; and as to
faith in the Lord for the remission of evil in the worship of the Lord
by entire consecration, verso 13, IS, 16, 2177, 3858.

88. All the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace offerings twen ty and
four bullocks, the rams sixty, the he-goats sixty, the he-Iambs of the
first year sixty; this being the dedication of the altar aft~r it was
anointed, denotes completeness as to the free and full devotion of all
natural affections, of all spiritual affections, of all the good of faith,
and of all the good of 'innocence established in the external man as
well as in the internal by regeneration. And that thus it is ackriow
ledaed bv the spiritual man that all his worship of the Lord is
entirely f~on1 Him by the conjunction of good with truth, ver. 17,
10,227, 454 1, 9954, 3858, 3306.

8q. Moses going into the tent of meeting to speak with Hirn ,
denotes when the spiritual man is, in this holy worship, desirous
humbly to communicate with the Lord, 10,574, 35403, 227 1, 2951;
hearing the voice, denotes revelation, 9926; from the Me-rcy-seat,

denotes from the Divine Mercy which removes evils, 9506; the ark
denotes the celestial heaven, 94~5"; cherubim denote the Divine Provi
dence) 308; and speaking unto Him denotes operation continually by
Divine Truth adapted to all his states, 295 I, 227 I.

. It is interesting to be able to trace the can nection between the
spiritual series of one chapter of the Word and of that which
immediately follows it, and to observe that the division of the
chapters in the literal sense by no means agrees with the divisions
-of the subjects in the spiritual sense, and we have now another
example of this. For the subjects of the conjunction of the celestial
with the spiritual heavens commences with, or is introduced by, the
blessing which concludes the last chapter. Arid, indeed, this blessing
clearly indicates the operation, in the first place, of the Lord through
the celestial heavens, while the whole of what w e now have to
consider speaks of the reciprocal action of the spiritual heavens.
I t is just, in fact, as we have already poin ted ou t. There is no true
conjunction with the Lord where there is no love for Him.

And, moreover, it is the Lord H irnself Who renders man capable
of love to Him. Each human being, to speak universally, is endowed
by the Lord with a particular capacity to love Him, although no
one is compelled to develop this capacity. Let anyone of us reflect
upon the ruling love that he has, and is fully conscious of in its
general form. Can he say that by. study and labour he acquired it?
By no means. It is not a thing that may be acquired, but, being
conscious of it, we lTIay develop it. We used to think that a man,
by determining to do so, could choose any ruling love; but we now
think experience proves the con trary. I t is the Lord Who gives to
every 111an his ow n ruling love, which is his new w ill : but He does
not prevent Him from adopting the opposite evil. For the predeter
ruination of man is between good and evil generally, in order that
it may be exercised between good and evil specifically. And this
is evident from the teaching of 1555, that H the \\"i11 of man is
formed by the Lord from infancy to childhood," during which time
there is, of course, no deliberate choice on mans part, for this
freedom of choice is not exercised until afterwards : and if he then
chooses good and not evil, he by and by becomes conscious of the
ruling love, or the new will of good, which the Lord has given him ;
and from it he reciprocates the Lord's love. And these remarks are
made to show that, as each of the twelve princes named in our
chapter represents a certain principle by which the things he offered
for the dedication of the altar, which were exactly similar in each
case, were modified, really making no t\VO of thei( offerings exactly
alike, so, comparatively, many persons may receive from the Lord,
and acknowledge to be from Hirn , the same endowments of var ious
kinds which are represented by the various things each prince offered,
.and yet .these same endowments will be so modified by the ruling
love or will, which each person has also from the Lord, as to con
stitute truly a differen t offering in each case. And these considera
tions n1ay serve to show us in what way, for example, the silver
'charger of the same form and weight, and containing the same
things, which was given by each of the princes, 111ay represent,
nevertheless, a different endowment because of its being modified by
the ruling love of each. This, therefore, is what justifies the con
tinual repetitions, in the literal sense of this chapter, and elsewhere
in the Word, by showing that they are not repetitions in the internal
sense.

The next thing to be considered is that all these gifts were for



134 THE BOO!{ OF J.lT...rJfBERS
CHllPTER VII 135

the dedication of the altar; and as the altar was the chief repre
sen tative of the Lord, therefore its dedication signifies dedication to
the Lord in the sincere worship of Him. Only that which is from
the Lord can enable us to worship Him truly, however, and thus
we see still more clearly that what was given by the princes denotes
what is from the Lord,'" and that the giving denotes acknowledgment.
And if we now study the aifts in their order, we shall cover the
w hole around of our "ch.apte~. For with regard to the princes, their
Illeaning and signification has oc~upie~ our a~tention previoLl.sly.; and
it is evident that each prince making his offenng on one day indicates
the progressive character of regen~ration: ..Also the wagons and
horses for the service of the ten t of rneetuig aptly denote external
receptacles .and intellectual po\vers, by ll1ean.s of which suitable
chan 0es of state are promoted, and the first thing's we have now to
reconsider are the silver charger, the silver' bowl, and the golden
spoon with their contents. These signify the general receptacles of
truth and good, and the principles of truth. and good themselves
which the ITIan of the church 111uSt first receive before he can offer
acceptable worship, And although these appear to be acquired by
an outward way, as knowledge stored in the memory, yet we could
not thus receive them, if Divine Truth from the Lord were not
operative inwardly. And it is here particularly. said" Divine Truth,'"
because this is what proceeds, as the Holy Spirit, from the Lord, and
is the receptacle and medium also by which we receive good inmostly,
It is this Divine Good, therefore, that is represented by the contents
of the receptacles, namely, by the flour mingled with oil for a IDeal
offering, while by the incense in the golden spoon is clearly denoted
acceptable worship, But, be it remembered, this only means, as far
as our actual experience is concerned, the first worship of the
reaeneratin oman from spiritual principles or from truths, the order
being, acc~rding to our consciousness, from external to in terrial
things; for clearly the numbers attached to. th.e charg.er, the bo~Yl

and the spoon, from ~h~ir correspondence.. indicate t~IS. B~t still
this part of the description, ta!~en. as a \vhole,. an? In rel a tion /,0
what follows, as we have said Just above, signifies the Lora s
opera tion inrnostlv.

For it is now teo be observed that it is the Lord's operation fro111J
the inmost that precedes, and is followed in successive order frorrr
internals to externals, by the burnt offerings, the sin offering and
the peace offerings, representative of worship internally, interi.orly
and externally, as is evident. N O\V we know that the burnt offerings
signify full devotion to. the Lord f:Oll1 pure love, and also. that peace
offerings in general deno,te "-OyShiP f~oIn the saple love In. freedom
in the external man after VIctory In temptation, and when the
natural degree fully corresponds with the higher degrees; and hence
we may see how it is that the sin offering represents interior worship,
and denotes an intermediate state aLsO' in \vhich there is the ren10val
of evil through victory in ten1ptations. . .

But \ve notice no\v tha t the burn t offering \vas threefold, consIstIng
of a bullock, a ran1, and a laInb, and kno\ving that they represent
respectiveh- natural, spiritual and celestial \vorship, \ve perceive at
once that ,vhen n1an truly \vorships the Lord froI11 a state of natural
d'ood received fron1 Him, this really involves the \vorship from the
hiRher degrees of good at the san1e tinle, although the Inan of the
ultinlate heaven, \vhose \vorship is signified by the bullock, may not
be sensible of this. But yet he 111ay understand that it is so, for he
\vill kno\v that the highe·r loves are those through \vhich the Lord,
as it:.·.\vere, descends, and produces the lo\\"er love, \vhich enables.

him who is i11 it to be obedient, to love his neighbour as himself', and
to love the Lord according to his state in the heaven which he
occupies. .

Aaain another reason whv the male of the goats takes the middle
posi~ion: and thus represents the spiritual deg:-ee, is. b.ecause . it
signifies the truth of faith, in the be~t, sense. faith conJ?Ined with
charity, and in the opposite sense faith wi thou t chanty as t,he
reference show.s : and faith as distinguished from love or chanty
is peculiar to the spiritual 111an. ~Llt. the .good man docs n(~t s.epar<:te
faith from charity although he (ltstinguishes them, a.nd It IS faith
conjoined with charity which is especially instrumen tal In the removal
of evil during the work of repentance. Hence, therefore, we now
see the propriety of the goat being, in t~e cas.e b~for~ u,s, a repre
sentative of worsh ip for the re111oval. of evil, \'ll1jch IS slgnIfle~ by the
sin offering, And, in addition to this, we n1ay here call to n11n~ thc;t
a goat was the sin offering on the great day c:,f atonement, \:'hlch IS·
representative of the plenary removal of evil when man IS fully
regenerated. .

Turning, however, to the sacrifices for the peace offenng, we have
to notice S0I11e other interesting particulars, for here there were t w o
oxen, five rams, five he-goats, and five he-Iambs of the first ~"ear.

The reason for this, again, appears from the correspondence, ot the
numbers. The peace offerings clearly denote the sta.te of peace
arising from the agreement and harmony between the Internal a!1d
external man , and the JOY and gladness brought about by the entire
removal of evil and the cessation of spiritual conflict, producing the
conjunction of all the natural affections with the spiritual and celestial
affections' and this conjunction is signified by the number two, But
besides co~junction, when the external is one with the internal man,
there is fulness of life and worship in the external; and this fulness
is signified by the number five. Arid there were oxen, raIns,' h.e
goats and lambs to. denote t~e presen~ce of all the .degrees of life In
simultaneous order III the ultimate. 1 hus we perceIve, therefore, the
spiritual value of all the expressions. in relation to. the peace off.ez:ing.

And now, in order to complete this general review of the spiritual
principles involved, <:nd of their, operation, in th: i~ternal sense of
this account of the gIfts of the pnnces for the dedication of the altar,
t\VO things more 111ay be briefly considered, namely that all the
wagons and horses were given to the Levites t,o do. the service of the
tent of meeting, and that there was revelation In consequence of
the fulness of external representative worship expressed by the
offering of all these gifts. Fro.n1 10,017 we lea.rn that the work of
the salvation of those who are In natural good IS represented by the
priesthood of the Levites, and t~eref?re the same thing, is also repre
sented by the service of the Levites In the tent of meeting. And the
work of salvation with the natural man is, therefore, evidently the
cultivation of charity there by means of knowledge, and by means
of intelligence such as is signified by the \vagons and the ~orses, and
the,vork done bv the Levites; for \ve kno\v that the Levltes denote
charity. .Abundance of kno\vledge and intelligence there n1ay be
with the natural man \vith regard to \\~or1dly and selfish n1atters;
and ,ve know ho\v keen he can be in cultivating them upon merely
natural principles. But it is n~cessa:y for us a~l, as natura} ITIer;,
In the carrying out of the 111aln obJe~t fo: \vhlc~ \ve. ~re In .thls
world, to cultivate also kno\vledge and IntellIgence 10 spintual thIngs
(or the sake of being established in genuine charity on the natural
plane· for unless \ve are so established, \ve shall fail to enter the
kingd~m of heaven \vhen ,ve leave this \vorld. And \ve kno\v that
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the Lord says, ,. Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous
ness, and all these things shall be added unto you" (Matt. vi. 33) .
.And indeed the 1110re we are in this charity as a governing principle,
the 1110re will the truths of the Word be revealed to us as represented
by Moses going into the tent of meeting and hearing the 'Voice
speaking unto him. For, again, it is written , that" unto everyone
that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but fr0111
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken a\yav"
(Matt. xxv. 29). That is to say, to him who has good, or charity,
as his general ruling life, will abundance of truths be given, in perfect
harmony with his specific ruling life of charity, or, in other words,
his specific love of-performing uses without any selfish motive.

SUIH1IARY OF TI-IE SPIRITUAL SE);SE

J. On the derivation of the light in the spiritual heavens from the
celestial heavens; and that this light is from Divine Truths brought
into order from the Divine Love and Wisdom, verso 1-4.

2. On the purification of those who are in. charity by means of
truths from the Word, and by the separation of falsities and evils,
verso 5-7.

3. On worship, also, for this purpose, and also for conjunction
with the Lord, verso 8-12.

4. On the origin of charity and its distinction from faith, verso
13-14'

5. On the great uses of charity; how by it man's life is rendered
active from the Lord; how it is primary in the church, although
faith appears to be so in the beginning; how it is subordinate to
and is derived from celestial love; and how it prevents the destruction
of remains, verso 15-19.

6. Thus is charity purified and exalted in the church, verso 20-22.

7. And those who are in charity 111uSt endure temptations, in
order that they may be made perfect, and thus fully manifest their
love of being useful, verso 23-26.

l"'\I-IE CONTENTS OF EACI-I VERSE

. I • And the I oRD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Speak unto Aaron, and
say unto him, When thou
lightest the lamps, the seven
lamps shall give light in
front of the candlestick.

3. And Aaron did so; he
lighted the lamps thereof so
as to gioe ligh.i in front of

137

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

2. To those who are In
celestial good by influx and
illustration, that all the light
of the spiritual heaven is
derived from the celestial, and
specifically as Divine Truth
proceeds from Divine Good
and enlightens the m a n of the
,Spiritual Church.

3. And this is actually the
case; truth in the spiritual
degree is from charity which
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the candlestick, as the LORD
commanded Moses.

4. And this was the work
of the candlestick, beaten
work of gold; unto the base
thereof, an.d unto the flowers
thereof, it was beaten work:
according unto the pattern
which the LORD had shewed
IVloses, so he made the
candlestick.

5. And the LORD spake
unto l\Ioses, saying,

6. Take the Levites from
among the children of
Israel, and cleanse them.

7. And thus shalt thou do
unto them, to cleanse them :,
sprinkle the water of expia
trori upon them, and let
them ca use a razor to pass
over all their flesh, and let
them wash their clothes, and
cleanse themselves.

8. Then let them take a
young bullock, and its meal
o~erin~, fine flour mingled
WIth oil, and another young
bullock shalt thou take for
a sin offering.

is love to the Lord in an
image, and thus the Spiritual
Church has light according to
Divine Order.

4. For, it is constituted of
Divine Truths brought into
heavenly order from good;
good being in ultimates, and.
truth there in the form of
scienti.tlcs in adornment by the
ope:a~10n of ~he understanding
conjoined with the will, just.
as Divine Truth is enlightened
from Divine Good to perceive
that all outward forms of
beauty are representative of
the Divine Love in Divine
Wisdom.

S. And further, there IS
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

6. That those who are in
charity and form the Spiritual
Church, must be purified;

7. Arid this process of puri
fication is effected by means
of the truths ,of the Word
which expose and remove evils
and falsities; separate falsi
ties so that truth is conjoined
with good even in ultimates;
separate falsities from truths
in the understanding; and
remove evils from the heart
or in the will, '

8. Moreover, this process
is accompanied by the worship
?f t~e Lord from natural good
In Innocence, from spiritual
good or charity, and from
celestial good, or 'love to the
Lord; and by the acknowledg
ment, that' evil is removed by
good from the Lord in the
natural man.

9. And thou shalt present
the, Levites before the tent
of meeting:' and thou shalt
assemble the whole congre
gation of the children of
Israel:

10. And thou shalt pre
sent the Levites before the
LORD: and the children of
Israel shall lay their hands
upon the Levites :

11. And Aaron shall offer
the Levites before the LORD
for a wave offering, on the
behalf of the children of
Israel, that they may be to
do the service of the LORD.

12. And the Levites shall
lay) their hands upon the
heads of the bullocks: and
offer thou the 'one for a sin
offering, and the other for a '
burnt offering, unto the
LORD, to make atonement
for the Levites,

13· And thou shalt set the
Levites before .::\..aron and
before his sons, and' offer
them for a wave offering
unto the LORD. -

14. Thus shalt thou, separ
ate the Levites from amana
the children of Israel: and
the Levites shall be mine.

IS. And after that shall
the Levites 'go in to do the
service of .the tent of meet
ing: and'thou shalt cleanse

9. And charity' must be
acknowledged to be the essen
tial ~f al.l wors~ip, giving com
munication WIth the heavens
on the one hand, and with the
man of the church who is in.
its truths on the other,

10. When it is acknow
ledged to be from the Lord,
and also to be a means of
c?mm~nicati?n and conjunc
tion with HIm by the man of
the Spiritual Church.

I I. For only by this acknow
ledgment can he be vivified
from the Lord, through celes
tial love, and thus truly
worship the Lord in the use's.
of life.

12. And thus also he is able
to acknowledge that charity as.
expressed in the natural man
is. from the. ~ord, togethe~
with the remission of sins the. ':eceptl?n of such good, and
Its ~ntIr~ consecration by the'
conJunction of the external
man equally with the internal
wholly to the Lord.

I 3. And thus charity and its.
faith. in the Spiritual Church,
are In celestial' love and its.
truths in the Celestial Church
the man of the church being.
vivified thereby. ,

14. For charity is to be
properly distinguished from
faith, and is to be recognized
as the only medium of con
junction with the Lord.

I S. And when this is done,
all the uses of life and worship
in heaven and the. church are
from charity and', love, as the
result of purification from sin ,
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them, and offer them for a
wave offering.

.16. For they are wholly
,given unto me from among
the children of Israel; in
stead of all that openeth the
womb, even the firstborn of
all the children of Israel,
have I taken them unto me.

17. For all the firstborn
.among the children of Israel
are mine, both man and
beast: on the day that I
smote all the firstborn in the
land of Egypt I' sanctified
them for myself.

18. Arid I have taken the
Levites instead of all the
firstborn among the children
of Israel.

19. Arid J have given the
Levites as a gift to Aaron
and to his sons from among
the children of Israel, to do
the service of the children of
Israel in the tent of meet
ing, and to make atonement
for the children of Israel:
that there be no plague
among the children of Israel,
when the children of Israel
come nigh unto the sanct
uary ,

20. Thus did Moses, and
Aaron, and all the congre
gatIon of the children of
Israel, unto the Levites:
according unto all that the

and thence of vivification from
the Lord,

16. For charity is truly the
Lord's life with the man of
the church, and is primary,
a~though faith,. in. the begin
ning of' regeneration appears
to be so.

17. And indeed even faith
both.inits inward and-outward
form, is from the Lord by
love and charity; and this is
made especially. manifest when
man is' delivered from the
power of evil by the Lord's
work of redemption, and is
sanctified by the reception of
charity,

18. So that no doubt re
mains as to the real origin
of faith, or as to the con
junction of faith with charity.

19. Because charity in the
Spiritual Church is the expres
sion of celestial love and its
truths, not only for the per
formance of uses in life and
worship with man, but also
in the removal of evil, and
thus in the reconciliation of
the natural with the spiritual
man in every individual, in
order that spiritual life may
not he destroyed, and that
external . worship separated
from internal may no longer
prevail, through the destruc
tion of remains.

20. And in this way, Divine
Truth and Divine Good,with
all their subordinate powers,
even to ultimates, are unani
mous in exalting charity,
because Divine Love Itself

LORD commanded Moses
touching the Levites, so did
the children of Israel unto
them.

21 • Arid the Levites puri
fied themselves from sin,
and they washed their
clothes; and Aaron offered
them for a wave offering be
fore the LORD; and Aaron
made atonement for them to
cleanse them.

22 ....And after that went
the Levites in to do their
service in the tent of meet
ing before Aaron, and be
fore his sons: as the LORD
had commanded Moses con
cerning the Levites, so did
they unto them.

23. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

24. This is that which be
longeth unto the Levites:
from twenty and five years
old and upward they shall
go in to wait upon the ser
vice in the work of the tent
of meeting:

25. And from the age of
fifty years they shall cease
waiting upon the work, and
shall serve no more;

26. But shall minister
with their brethren in the
tent of meeting, to keep the
charge, and shall do no ser
vice. Thus shalt thou do
unto the Levites touching
their charges.

flows into Divine Truth, and
effects this by causing the
external to act as one with
the internal man.

2 I. And the man of the
church, as from himself,
removes evil internally and
externally, thus receiving life
from the Lord in all its
activity, as a consequence of
the reconciliation of the ex
ternal man with the internal
through purification.

22. And then the external
man as well as the internal is
fully in the performance of
uses in life and worship
through the power of celestial
love and its truths, all this
being accomplished by the
influx of Divine Love into
Divine Truth, and thus ap
pearing outwardly as volun
tary action on the part of man.

23. And further there is
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

24. That it is a universal
law of Divine Order that
during the state of imperfect
conjunction as to faith and
charity, .man shall be engaged
in conflict against evil from a
principle of good;

25. But that when that con
junction is perfect all spiritual
temptation shall cease, and
man sh all be free.

26. And then all the ministry
of uses in life and worship will
be from mutual love, and thus
from freedom inwardly and
outwardly; and it is the essen
tial quality of charity thus to
be, and thus to act.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. This is eviden t, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
.as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

2. Speaking unto Aaron and saying unto him, denotes influx and
illustration with those who are in, celestial good', 295 1, 1822, 9946,
10,017; Aaron lighting the lamps denotes that all the light of the
spiritual heaven is derived from the celestial, 10,017, 9548; and the
seven lamps giving light in front of the candlestick,' denotes specific
.ally as Divine Truth proceeds from Divine Good, and enlightens the
man of the Spiritual Church, 9548, 68326, 433, 10,55°.

3. Aaron doing so denotes that this is actually the case, 9946,
10,017; lighting the lamps so as to give light in front of the candle
stick, denotes that truth in the spiritual degree is from charity which
is love to the Lord in an image, 9548, 1013; and as the Lord com
manded Moses, denotes that thus the Spiritual Church has light
according to Divine Order, 5486, 7010, 880.

4. By the work of the candlestick is denoted the communication
of light from Divine Truth in the spiritual heaven, or in the spiritual
degree of the human mind, 9548; by beaten or solid gold are denoted
Divine Truths brought in to heavenly order from good, 9548, 9510;
unto the base thereof and unto the flowers thereof being beaten
work, denotes good in ultimates, and truth there in the form of
scientifics in adornment by the operation of the understanding con
joined with the will, 9643, 9553, 9548, 9510; and making the candle
stick according to the pattern which the Lord showed to Moses,
·denotes just as Divine Truth is enlightened from Divine Good to
perceive that all outward forms of beauty are representative of the
Divine Love in the Divine Wisdom, 9481, 2001, 7010, 9548, 1584.

5. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the.Divine Being
.as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822.

6. Taking the Levites from among the children of Israel and
cleansing them, denotes that those who are in charity and form the
Spiritual Church must be purified, 3875, 3654, 4545.

7. Thus doing unto them to cleanse them, denotes the process of
their purific~tion,.4545; sprinkling the water of expiation upon them,
denotes purification by means of the truths of the Word, which
expose and remove evils and falsities, 2702, 9959 3 ; causing a razor
to pass over all. their flesh, denotes the separation of falsities so that
truth. is con)oined with good ev~n in ultimates, 5247, 33,018 ; and
washing their clothes, and cleansing themselves, denotes the separa
tion of falsities from truths in the understanding, and the removal
of evils from the heart, or from the will, 5954 9 , 4545.

8. Taking a young bullock and its meal offering fine flour mingled
with oil, denotes the worship 'of the Lord from natural good .in

'innocence, from spiritual good, or charity, and fro-m celestial good,
-or love to the Lord, 9391, 2177, 45814; and another young bullock
for a sin offering, denotes that evil is removed by good ftom the
Lord in the external or natural man, 93~1, 3400.

9. Presenting the Levites before the tent of meeting, denotes that
-charity must be acknowledged to be the essential of all worship,
giving communication with the heavens, 3875, 35403; and assembling
the whole congregation of. the children of Israel denotes cornmunica
tion with the man of the church who is in truths, charity being the
bond of union there, 6338, 3654, 7843.

10. Presenting the Levites before the Lo·rd denotes the acknow
ledgment that charity is from Him, 223; and the children of Israel
laying their hands upon the Levites, denotes that charity is the means
of communication and conjunction with the Lord, 10,023, 3875.

II. Aaron offering the Levites before the Lord for a wave offering
on behalf of the children of Israel, denotes that only by that acknow
ledgment can the man of the church be vivified from the Lord
through celestial love, 5619, 3875, 3654, 9946, 10,091; and the Levites
doing the service of the Lord, denotes to worship the Lord in the
uses of life, 7038.

12. The Levites laying their hands upon the head of the bullocks,
denotes that thus, also, he is able to acknowledge that charity, as
expressed in the natural man, is from the Lord, 5575, 10,023; offering
the one bullock for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering
before the Lord, denotes the remission of sins, the reception of such
good, and its entire consecration, 3400, 10,053, 223; and to make
atonement for the Levites, denotes the conjunction of the external
man, equally with the internal, wholly to the Lord, 10,023, 3875,
10,°42 •

13. Setting the Levites before Aaron, and before his sons, and
offering them for a wave offering unto the Lord, denotes that thus
charity and its faith in the Spiritual Church are in celestial love and
its truths in the Celestial Church, the man of the church being
vivified thereby, 3875, 10,017, 10,083.

14. Thus separating the Levites from among the children of Israel,
and the Levites being the Lord's, denotes that charity is properly
distinguished from faith, and is to be recognized as the only medium
of conjunction with the Lord, 24, 3875, 489, 3654, 2001.

IS. After that the Levitesgoing in to do the service of the tent
of meeting, denotes that all the uses of life and worship in heaven
and the church are from charity and love, 3875, 7038, 35403 ; cleansing
them den~tes purificati?~ froI? sin, 4545; and offering them for a
wave offering denotes vivification from the Lord,' 10,083.

~6. Their being wholly given un.to ~he Lord from among the
children of Israel, denotes that charity IS truly the Lord's life with
the man of the church, 5619, 10,227; and instead of all that openeth
the womb, even the firstborn of all the children of Israel, the Levites
be.ing. taken by. th~ Lord, denotes. that charity is primary, although
faith In the beginning of regeneration appears to be so, 33259 , 3875.
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17· All the firstborn among the children of Israel being the Lords
~oth man and beast, denotes that, indeed, even faith, both in its
inward and outward form, is from the Lord by love and charity,
33259

! 3654, 200 I, 7872; and the Lord sanctifying all the firstborn
to H irnself on the day that He smote all the firstborn in the land
?f Egypt, denotes that this is made especially manifest, when man
IS de~lvered f:onl the power of e.vn, by the Lord's work of redemption,.
and IS sanctified by the reception .of charity, 7948, 8038, 8080.

18. The Lord taking the Levites instead' of all the firstborn of the'
children of Israel, denotes that no doubt remains as to the real
origin of faith, or as to the conjunction of faith with charity, 2001,
3875, 8080.

19· Giving the Levites as a gift to' Aaron and to his sons frorrn
among the children of Israel, denotes that charity in the Spiritual'
Church is the expression of cele.stial love and its truths, 8899, 3875,
3654, 9946, 10,0 17 ; to do the service of the children of Israel in the
tent ,of me:ting, denotes for the performance of the uses of life and
worship with man, 7038~ 35403; to make atonement denotes the
removal of evil, and thus the reconciliation of the natural with the
spiritual man in every individual, 10,°42; and no plague among the
children of Israel when they come nigh unto the sanctuary denotes
in ord.er that spiritual life may not be destroyed, and that' external
\VOrshiP. s~parated f:Offi internal may no longer prevail, through the
destruction of remains, 10,219, 3572 , 9903.

20. -.Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of
I~rael thus d?iI!g unto the ~evites, denotes that in this way Divine
1 rlfth and DIVIne Siood, :vlth all their subordinate powers even to
ultimates, are una~lmous In exalting charity, 7010, 9946, 6338, 7843,
3875; and according unto all that the Lord commanded Moses.
touching the Levit~s! so the children of Israel doing unto them,
denotes because DIVIne Love Itself flows into Divine Truth and
effects this by causing the external to act as one with the internal
man, 2001, 5486, 7010, 3654, 3875.

2 I. The Levites purifying themselves from sin and washing their
clothes, denotes that the man of the church as from himself removes
evil internally an.d externally, 3875, 4545, 5954 9 ; Aaron offering them
for a.wave .offenr:g. before the ,Lord denotes receiving life. from the
I...ord In all ItS activity, 10,083, 223; and making atonement for them
to cleanse them denotes as ,a consequence of the reconciliation of the
external man with the internal through purification, 10,042 , 4545.

22. After that, the Levites going in to do the service of the tent
of meeting before Aaron and before his sons, denotes that then the
exterI!al :nan as well ~s the internal is fully in the performance of
uses In life and worship through the power of celestial love and its
truths, 3875, 7038, 35403, 9946.; and as the Lord commanded Moses
~o doing un.t~ them, d~notes ~h~t all this is accomplished by the
Influx of DIVIne Love Into DIVIne Truth appearing outwardly as
voluntary action on the part of man, 2001, 5486, 7010, 10,219,

23· This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx 2951. by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 701d· and' by
saying is denoted perception, 1791, 1822. '

24. The Levites going in to the warfare in the tent, of meeting
from twenty-five years old and upward, denotes that it is a universal
law of Divine Order, that during the state of imperfect conjunction.
as to faith and charity, man shall be engaged in conflict against
evil from a principle, of good, 2280, 649, 1664, 35403.

25. Fro111 the age of fifty ceasing the warfare, denotes that when
that conjunction is perfect all spiritual temptation shall cease, and
man shall be free, 22524, 1664, 10,501.

26. The Levites min istering with their brethren in the tent of
meeting, denotes that then all the ministry of uses in life and
worship will be from mutual love, 10,083, 2360, 35403; keeping the'
charge and doing no service, denotes worship from freedom inwardly
and outwardly, 3382, 6666; and thus doing unto the Levites touching
their charges, denotes that it is the essential quality of charity thus;
to be and thus to act, 3875, 3382.

The first section of this chapter is interesting, not only as describing
the origin and derivation of spiritual light from the celestial heavens,
but also as forming a connecting link with the previous account of
the gifts by the princes, the result of which was, in the spiritual
sense, as we have seen, the revelation of Divine Truth. For here'
that subject is continued, and then appropriately follows an account
of the purification of the Levites, representing the purification of
those who are in charity. And, of course, there cannot be such
purification without the operation of Divine Truth 'inwardly, to which
the light corresponds, and of the same outwardly, to which the water
of expiation corresponds.

Now', the first three verses may be easily understood from what is
said in the references; but the fourth requires a little particular
study. The work of the candlestick signifies the communication of
spiritual light to those in the middle heaven; but some remarks are
necessary in reference to the, Hebrew word variously translated
beaten work and turned work in the versions, and in the Arcana
Ccelestia, solid. And it may be said that the lexicons justify, all
these meanings, so that we may assume that they are involved
correspondentially in the internal sense; and the interpretation given
in the series, namely, that beaten or solid gold denotes "truths
brought into order from good," may therefore be usefully considered
under three aspects. It is the Lord Who arranges our truths in
order under good; but the qualifying word implies a process, and
we have to consider what that may be in regard to our experience.
'To begin with, from the term beaten, which implies the exercise of
force, and therefore refers to the exertion of the will, we may here
learn that there must be resistance to evil on our part in order that
the truths we have received, and which have enlightened our under
standings, may take proper form and subordination under good..
That is, we must endure temptation; and that good may give an
appropriate form to our truths, we must be victorious. We ought
to consider this well; and those who do consider it, will not shrink
from the hard work herein involved. We must not faint, therefore,
nor be weary in well-doing, but we must be determined to conquer
as from ourselves.

And then there is the wreathing or turning, and this implies the
office of the understanding, and the application of art. Truths, that
are not understood are not likely .to remain with us, and still less.
likely when they are not applied to use; but if we understand and

L
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skilfully utilize them, under the impulse of our best affections, then
forms of beauty like an ornamental basis, and like flowers, may be
the result; and our whole spiri tual life may be lovely. And, indeed,
'~e may be sure that it will be lovely; for the instinct of ornamenta
tIons seems to abound everywhere in nature, and much more sornust
jt be the case in the perfect heavenly state towards which we are
tending. Moreover, we cannot imagine the love of what is beautiful
'being, so to speak, inherent in a sordid soul.
.. And. thirdly, there is the idea of solidity, or hardness, or spiritually
"In a bad sense, of obstinacy, and therefore in a good sense, of that
firmness of character which is the result of a well-balanced under
standing and will, and in fact of a fully established and confirmed
'state of goodness conjoined with truth.

But, secondly, the -influx of Divine light interiorly is not sufficient,
and there must be the external purification of those who are in
,cha.rity such as is represented by the use of the water of expiation,
which denotes the truths- of the· Words properly adapted for this
purpose. Notice particularly, here, the steps in the process. The
first exposes evil and then removes it; and that is why it is called
~h~ water of e::piation. But the truth by itself does not effect this;
It IS the operation of good by means of truth; and so it happens that

, ~he Hebr~\v word translated expiation also means a sin offering, that
IS, worship .for the. removal of evil in the natural man, as appears
from the .thlrd section. But there must also be a "burnt-offering,"
or worship from love, or from the good of innocence. Thus we
see t~e .reas?n why there\vere two bullocks, the first signifying
what IS interior, and the second its exterior manifestation. And in
short, the second implies the work of repentance, since there is' no
removal of evil apart fr orn this. Here, therefore, we 111ay impress
upon ?urselves the thought that repentance does not, consist simply
of a SIngle act of our lives, or even of a series of acts by which we

-express our sorrow for sin. On the contrarv, it means rather a
settled habit of the mind by which the evil which causes the sinful
act is also shunned. Let us consider this well.

An? now we l?ay observe. that the rest of this section clearly
describes, to put It In one general statement, the conjoint operation
of all the powers of the mind, for the purification and making perfect
Df the whole human character through charity. But of course the
subj~ct of regen~ration ~ilnself, only .·~iInly feels and perceives the
particulars of this operation, And yet If we take them one by one,
as here set forth, they afford ample scope for reflection. I t is a
grand thing to be able to recognize charity as the gre.at bond of union
between. the heavens and mankind, and still a g-rander to feel that
by chanty we have conjunction with the Lord Himself. And then
the dou~le ~nlposition o~ '. hands is highly s:uggestive, for it 'denotes
con:munlC~tIon, translation, and reception,' the children of Israel
layIx:g t~eIr han?s' on the Levites, the External acknowledging that
chanty IS essential, and the Levites laying their hands on the heads
of ~he ~ullocks, the Internal descending. and causing itself to be
:eahzed 1~1 the External. AI~o the same kind of reciprocal action is
Involved In the doubl~ n1.entlon of the Levites as a wave offering.
To .o~er a wave o.ff~rlng. IS to acknowledge that all the activity, or,
~s It IS ~·en11ed, vivification, of our life is from the Lord. Now, it
IS most rmportan t that we should. make this great truth actual with
ourselves, for at least t\VO purposes would 'be served by so doing·
for on ~he. one hand, as "Tsraelites," \,:e ?hould thereby cease to b~
energetic 111 what we dO,on selfish principles, and should be more
than ever active, as from ourselves on true 'and good principles; and

CHAPTER VIII

'On the other, as "Levites," we should be filled with ardent zeal,
wi~ely directed by a spiritually enlightened judgment, in the con
.sciousness of doing good from the Lord. And thus this spiritual
wave offering would be at once a powerful stimulant inwardly and
outwardly, and, in short, would beoome more and more a powerful
and a perpetual stimulant, But this brings us into our fourth
section, and something is to be said thereon.

" Charityis to be distinguished from faith, and is to be recognized
as the only means of conjunction with the Lord." The reason is,
because faith or truth, taken by itself, may be used either for selfish
or for unselfish purposes, but charity or love cannot be selfish, and
it is continually operative, with the spiritual man, from the Lord.
Besides this, it may be properly considered as the Lord's life in man,
.and we see why it is so especially the wave offering, and thus the
very life of all faith, when it has full, conjunction with it.

For the next section shows not only this, and that charity is to
be expressed in the performances of uses, but also how faith, which
is represented by all the firstborn among the children of Israel, may
apparently hold the chief place in the beginning of regeneration.
And as. it is very important to understand this part of our chapter,
-other portions of the YV'Ord, in which it is particularly explained in
the internal sense, may be usefuly consulted, as, for example, the
interesting allegory concerning Cain and Abel, and the history of
Esau and Jacob in the Old Testament, and particularly what is
,!requently said about Peter, James and John, and their representation
~p the New Testament,
. With regard to the section included in verso 20-22, however, it is
to be noticed that in the literal sense it is merely a statement that
the instructions given to Moses and Aaron concerning the Levites
were carried into effect; and yet a careful study of its internal sense
will show that it is so expressed as to reveal other truths in relation
to the general subject, while at the same time there is a recapitulation
of the orderly series according to marr's experience, namely, purifica
tion internally and externally, the full activity of the Lord's life in
consequence, the reconciliation of the external with the internal man
following, and lastly the performance of uses as the result of the
whole process. And here, indeed, a moment's reflection will show
that unless we are first purified, and then receive new life and energy
from the Lord, \ve cannot perform genuine good w-orks untainted
with unworthy motives.

And now, therefore, it will be very interesting to consider our last
section in its connection with all that precedes, noticing first, how
-ever, that in ver. 24, twenty-five years is named as the age at which
the Levites were required to commence their duties instead of thirty,
as in chap. iv., where the apparent discrepancy is considered in the
commentary at the end of the chapter. But we now have to con
sider, from the spiritual side, why we have twenty-five and not
thirty. In the first place, the literal sense in the former chapter,
that is, numbering from thirty years old to fifty, expresses the whole
-duration of the "service" or "\varfare," meaning, spiritually, the
nuhole period during which there 'should be temptations; but, in this
chapter, the literal sense describes rather the point at which this
should begin, and that at which it should cease, meaning, spiritually,
to distinguish the imperfect state of conjunction with the Lord at
the commencement of temptations, from the state of rest wfien they
-should be over, as well as their duration. Now, the number thirty,
which signifies "solne\vhat of combat," in relation to the number
fifty, which denotes fulness, means little of temptation in relation to

T.2
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fulness of it; and there being twenty between the t\VO numbers,.
involves the truth that conjunction with the Lord is effected by
temptations, because twenty, like two, signifies conjunction. But,
again, the relation between twenty-five and fifty is that the former
~s half of the latter, thus denoting less 'Of fulness and less of con
junction, rather than less of temptation like thirty, 10,25.5, Hence
then, again, we see, as well as from the references given on ver. 24,
that twen ty-five properly signifies there "the state of imperfect con
junction as to faith and charity," while in chap. iv. the number
thirty properly signifies "soIne\vhat 'Of combat, " that is, of spiritual
temptations. But with reg.ard to numbers in general, we do well
to notice that their specific signification is very often dependent on
the connection in which they stand as to the subject and as to the
series in the internal sense.

And, secondly, it is to be observed that what is said in this section
about the service or warfare of the Levites in the tent of meeting
before the age of fifty, refers spiritually to the whole course of
temptations experienced by hiITI who is in charity during his state
of truth, leading to his full realization of good. For the purification
of man from evil, and all the worship connected therewith, as
represented by the washings and the sacrifices of different kinds,
cannot be effected without temptations, and only one who is in
charity. as a principle upon which he regulates his life, can endure
temptations. For he who is in faith without charity, or in no faith
at all, cannot, of course, experience any conflict between good and
evil, .and consequently any purification. Let us then "count it all
joy when we enter into divers temptations " (j arnes i. 2).

CHi\PTER IX

SUl\1l\1ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SE~SE

1. ?n the conjunction. and appropriation of good and truth with
man In a state of obscurity, when faith is in its prime and is sancti
fied by love, on account of deliverance from evil and falsity, verso
1-5·

2. On the cause of non-conjunction and non-appropriation, and
the remedy, verso 6-12.

3· The consequence of neglect; and provision for those in the
external church, verso 13-14.

4· Concerning revelation from the Lord by the Word : and also
concerrung states of progress and of rest according to the Word,
verso 15-23.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses in the wilder
ness of Sinai, in the first
month of the second year
after they were come out of
the land of Egypt, saying,

2. Moreover let the chil
dren of Israel keep the pass
over in its appointed season.

3. In the fourteenth day
of this month,. at even, ye
shall keep it in its appointed
season: according to all the
statutes of it, and according
to all the ordinances thereof,
shall ye keep it.

4. And Moses spake unto
I49

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving perception to the man
of the Spiritual Church when
he is in obscurity as to good
on account of deficiency as to
truths, while yet he is in some
truths conjoined with good
through deliverance from evil,

2. That such conjunction
should be confirmed by the
appropriation of good accord
ing to the state.

3· For good is conjoined
with truth in man, in passing
successively from an old state
to one that is new according
to the state specifically as
regards things external and
things internal.

4. For then man is prompted
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the children of Israel, that
they should keep the pass
over,

5. Arid they kept the
passover in the first monih.,
on the fourteenth day of the
month, at even, in the wil
derness of Sinai: according
to all that the LORD com
manded Moses, so did the
children of Israel.

6. Arid there were certain
men, who were unclean by
the dead body of a man, so
that they could not keep the
passover on that day: and
they came before Moses and
before Aaron on, that day:

7.· Arid those men said
unto him, We are unclean
by the dead body of a man:
wherefore are we kept back,
that we may not offer the
oblation of the LORD in its
appointed season among the
children of Israel?

8 . Arid Moses said unto
them, Stay ye; that I may
hear what the I-JORD will
command concerning you.

9. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

10. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, saying, If
any man of you or of your
generations shall be unclean
by reason of a dead body,
or be in a journey afar off,
,yet he shall keep the pass-
over unto the LORD:

from within, and disposed
from without to such .con-
junction and appropriation,

5. When faith is in its·
prime and is sanctified by
love, although the state is new
and comparatively obscure, be
cause there is perpetual influx
from the Lord by Divine
Truth, and man then cheer
fully co-operates.

6. But some truths with
man cannot, as yet, be con
joined with good, and' thus
fully appropriated, on account
of the, prevalence of evils and
falsities, but nevertheless they
are under the influence of
Divine Truth in that state,

7. Confessing, as individ
uals, from the light of truth,
that they are impure through
evil, being drawn into external
delights, and thus debarred
from fully acknowledging the
Lord in worship as to the
external man;

8. In consequence of which
they are undecided, and so are
not fully receptive of influx
from the Lord,

9. Until they receive revela
tion and thence perception
from the Lord' by Divine
Truth,

10. That, in the case where
evils for a time prevail with
them, and in the case of
states of instruction, canjunc
tion with the' Lord and appro
priation will still be possible.

II. In the second month
on the fourteenth day at
even they shall keep it; they
shall eat it with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs:

12. They shall leave none
of it unto the morning, nor
break a bone thereof: ac
cording to all the statute
of the passover they shall
keep it.

13. But the man that is
clean, and is not in a jour
ney, and forbeareth to keep
the passover, that soul shall
be cut off from his people:
because he offered not the
oblation of the LORD in its
appointed season, that man
shall bear his sin.

14. And if a stranger
shall sojourn among you,
and will keep the passover
unto the LORD; according
to the statute of the pass
over, and according to the
ordinance thereof, so shall
he do: ye shall have one
statute, both for the stran
ger,. and for him that is born
in the land.

IS. And on the day that
the tabernacle was reared up
the cloud covered the taber
nacle, even the tent of the
testimony: and at even it
was upon the tabernacle as

I I. I f the conjunction of
good with truth and of truth
with good is reciprocal at the'
end of a state of temptation,
and thus of purification; and.
in the beginning of a new
state; for then the undelight-·
ful things of temptation are
coming to an end, and g-ood.
purified from falsity may be
realized.

r a, For states of temptation
cease when this takes place,
and truths being purified re
main entire, and good is con
joined with truth in externals ..

13. But he who is neither in
a state of temptation, nor of
instruction, and yet neglects
to appropriate good in exter
nals as well as internally is in
danger of the separation of
good from truth entirely; and
if he does not acknowledge
the Lord by ascribing all good
to Him in his conduct, then
evil and falsity together wilt
be confirmed in him.

14. He, however, who is not"
of the church, and yet is.
instructed and accedes thereto,.
being willing, may realize the
conjunction of good and truth
both externally and internally;
for the law is the same in
regard to both the natural and
spiritual man.

IS. And when the church is
established in man by means
of the Word, he is in the
appearances of truth there
from, and in the literal sense;
in every state of obscurity he'
has good and truth thence,.
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it were the appearance of
+;\re, until morning.

16. So it was alway: the
cloud covered it, and the
appearance of fire by night.

17. And whenever the
cloud was taken up from
over the 'Tent, then after
that the children of Israel
journeyed: and in the place
where the cloud abode, there
the children of Israel en-:
.camped.

. 18. At the commandment
lof the LORD the children of
Israel journeyed, and at the
.cornmandment of the LORD
they encamped: as long as
~he cloud abode upon the
tabernacle they remained
-encamped.

and in every state of illustra
tion.

16. And this is perpetual;
for all heavenly states with
man are from the Word; and
even in his obscurity its good
and truth are revealed to him.

17. Moreover, all states of
progress and rest with man
are according to the Word,
the former taking place when
its good, and truth are re
vealed, and the latter when
they are in obscurity.

18. And thus by the Divine
Providence, instruction is re
ceived from the Word; and
by Him, from the Word, .are
all the states of man ordinated
and arranged; nor is man,
from himself, aware of such
ordination and arrangement,
because with regard to this he
is in obscurity.

the morning, they jour
neyed : or if it continued by
-day and by night, when the
cloud was taken up, they
journeyed.

22. Whether it were two
-days, or a 'month, or a
year, that the cloud tarried
upon the tabernacle, abiding
thereon, the children of
Israel remained encamped,
and journeyed not: but
when it was taken up, they
journeyed.

23. At the commandment
of the LORD they encamped,
and at the commandment of
the LORD they journeyed:
they kept the charge of the
LORD, at the commandment
of the LORD by the hand of
Moses.

are states of both successively,
which do not promote any
advance.

22. Or whether the conjunc
tion of good and truth be from
obedience, from faith or from
love, obscurity of state in
volves delay, but the removal
of 0 bscurity means progress.

23. But all states of pro
gress or . rest are from the
Lord, although man must co
operate with the Lord, believ
ing that he receives life from
Him continually by Divine
Truth.

19. And when the cloud
tarried upon the tabernacle
.many days, then the chil
,dren of' Israel kept the
<charge of the LORD', arid
Journeyed not.

20. And sometimes the
-cloud was a few days upon
the tabernacle; then accord
ing to the commandment of
the LORD they rernained en
camped, and' according to
the commandment of the
LORD they journeyed.

2 I. And sometimes the
-cloud was from evening
until morning; and when
the cloud was taken up in

19. But during such obscur
ity, progress in the spiritual
life is delayed; yet there is no
retrogression al though there
is no progress.

20. And even when good is
in obscurity, and not so much
truth, there is delay, because
it is good from the Lord that
determines man's state as to
progress, and as to the ordi
nation and arrangement of
truths.

2 I. Also, with respect to a
state of obscurity or bright
ness, it is the latter which
leads man forward; but there

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The Lord speaking unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai,
denotes revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth giving perception
to the man of the Spiritual Church when he is in obscurity as to good
on account of deficiency as to truths, 2001, 2951, 7010, 1822, 8753;
and in the first month of the second year after they were come out of
'the land of Egypt, saying, denotes that yet he is in some truths
.conjoined with good through deliverance from evil, 7900, 3814, 85!,
5194, 8866.

2. The children of Israel being required to keep the passover in
its appointed season, denotes that such conjunction should be con
firmed by the appropriation of good according to the state, 2342,
2187, 2212, 7867.

3. In the fourteenth day of this month, between the evenings,
keeping it at the appointed season, denotes that good is conjoined
with truth in man in passing successively from an old state to one
that is new, 7900, 5194, 1686, 7901, 10,135';' and according to all
the statutes thereof, and according to all the ordinances thereof,
denotes according to the state specifically as regards things external
and internal, 799.~, 3382.
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4. Moses speaking unto the children of Israel that they should
keep the passover, denotes that then man is prompted from within,
and disposed from w ithout to such conjunction and appropriation;
7010, 295 1 , 2342, 2187.

5. Actually keeping the passover, in the first month, on the four
teen th clay of the month, between the evenings in the wilderness of
Sinai, denotes conjunction and appropriation when faith is in its
prime and is sanctified by love, although the state is new and com
paratively obscure, 2342, 2187, 7900, 3814, 10,135, 8753; and accord
ing to all that the Lord comrnanded Moses, so the children of Israel
doing, denotes because there is perpetual influx from the Lord by
Divine Truth, and man then cheerfully co-operates, 2001, 5486,.
70 10 , 4258.

6. Certain men that were unclean by the dead body of a man,
so that they could not keep the passover on that day, denotes that
some truths with man cannot be conjoined with good, and thus fully
appropriated on account of the prevalence of evils and falsities, 718,
2342,2187,' 10,130,54°7,39°01.°,487; and their coming before Moses.
and before Aaron then, denotes that, nevertheless, they are under
the influence ·of Divine Truth and Good in that state, 7010, 9946.

7. Those men saying "\ve are unclean by the dead body of a
man," denotes confession from the light of truth, that they are
impure through evil, being drawn into external delights, 1822, 7010,.

5407, 390010; and "\vherefore are we kept back that we may. not
offer the oblation of the Lord in its appointed season among the
children of Israel?" denotes that thus they are debarred from fully
acknowledging the Lord in worship, as to the external man, 248,
349, 2212.

8. Moses saying "Stay ye; that I luay hear what the Lord will
command concerning you," denotes that they are undecided, and
so far, not fully receptive of influx from the Lord, 3175, 3163, 200 I,.

5486.

9. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word ; and by saying is denoted
perception, 1791, 1822.

10. Speaking- unto the children of Israel and saying" If any man
of you or of your generations be unclean by reason of a dead body po

denotes revelation, in the case where evils for a time prevail with'
them, 259r, 1822, 10,130, 5407, 390010; being on a journey afar off,
denotes being in a state of instruction, 5996, 7908, 8918; and being
still required to keep the passover to the Lord, denotes that con
junction and appropriation will still be possible, 23.42, 2187.

11. Keeping the passover in the second month, on the fourteenth
day between the evenings, denotes a state of the reciprocal conjunc
tion of good with truth, and of truth' with good, at the end of a state
of temptation, because the second month denotes the conjunction of
good with truth, 851, 3814, 5194, the fourteenth day, denotes the
conjunction of truth with good, as well as a holy state on account
of two and seven being involved, 5194, 7900, and between the even
ings, denotes the end of a state of temptation and thus of purification,

CHAPTER IX

and also the 'beginning of a new state, 10,135, 7901 j and eating it
with unleavened bread and bitter herbs, denotes that then the un-
delightful things of temptation are COIning to an end, and good
purified from falsity nlay be realized, 7853, 7854-

12. Not leaving any of it until the morning, denotes that states
of temptation cease when this takes place, 7860; not breaking a bone
thereof, denotes that ultimate truths being purified remain entire;
8005; and keeping it according to all the statute of it, denotes that.
good is conjoined with truth in external things, 2342, 3382.

13. The 111an that is clean, and is not in a journey, denotes one'
neither in a state of temptation, nor of instruction, 4545, 5996, 7908,
8918; forbearing to keep the passover, denotes neglecting to appro
priate good in externals as well as internally, 2342, 2187; that soul
being cut off .from his people, denotes to be in danger of separating
good from truth entirely, 5302, 1259; not offering the oblation of
the Lord in its appointed season, denotes non-acknowledgment of the
Lord by ascribing all good to Him in his conduct, 10,227, 349, 2212;
and that man bearing his sin, denotes that then evil and falsity
together will be confirmed in him, 9937.

14- A stranger denotes one who is not of the church ansi yet is·
instructed and accedes thereto, 1463; to be willing to keep the pass
over, denotes being willing and realizing the conjunction and appro
priation of good and truth externally, 2342, 2187; doing according
to the statute and the ordinance of it, denotes realization externally'
and internally, 7995, 3.382; and one statute both for the stranger
and for him that is born in the land, denotes that the law is the'
same both for the natural and the spiritual man, 8013.

15. The day that the tabernacle was reared up, denotes when the'
church is established in man by means of the Word, 487, 3210, 35403,
6315; the cloud covering the tabernacle even the tent of the·testi
mony, denotes the appearances of truth from the Word and its literal
sense, 8106; and its being on the tabernacle at even as it were the
appearance of fire until the morning, denotes that in every state of
obscurity the man of the church has good and truth from the Word,
and also in every state of brightness, 8r08.

16. So it being alway ; the cloud covering the tabernacle, and the
appearance of fire by night, denotes that this is perpetual because
all heavenly states with man are from the Word ; and even in his
obscurity its good and truth are revealed to him. This is seen by'
observing that in states of brightness, denoted by morning, the
revelation of Divine Truth is moderated by the obscurity of the human
understanding, and in states of obscurity, denoted by evening and:
night, the love of the Lord in the heart vivifies and cheers the soul,
8108.

17. The children of Israel journeying whenever the cloud was·
taken up from the Tent, and encamping where the cloud abode,
denotes that all states of progress and rest with man, are according
to the Word, the former taking place when its good and truth are
revealed, and the latter when they are in obscurity, 8108, 1457, 4236,
3613.

18. The children of Israel journeying- and encamping at the com
mandment of the Lord, denotes that thus by the Divine Providence-



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS CHAPTER IX 157

instruction is received from the Word, and by Him from the Word,
.are all the states of man ordinated and arranged, 1457, 8560, 4236;
.and remaining encamped as long as the cloud abode upon the taber
nacle, denotes that man, from himself is not aware of such ordina
tion and arrangement, because with regard to this he is in obscurity,
4236, 8106.

1.9. When the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle many days, then
the children of Israel keeping the charge of the Lord and not journey
ing, denotes that during such obscurity progress in. spiritual life is
delayed ; yet there'is no retrogression, although there is no progress,
.8106, 3613, 3382, 1457.

20. By the cloud being sometimes a few days upon the tabernacle,
is denoted delay on account of obscurity as to good, more than
.as to truth, because the terms many and few, in the internal sense,
have relation, respectively, to states of truth and good, and not to
mere number, 6172, 6654, and because in Matt. xx. 16, the few that
were chosen evidently denote the good, and the many that were called
those who are in truths without good, altogether apart from the num
bers; for otherwise it would have to be concluded that only a few
of the h urrian race will be saved, which is very far from being true,
37554, 3900'1 ; and by remaining encamped, or journeying according
to the comrnandrnent, or .mouth, of the Lord, is denoted that it is
.good from the Lord which determines man's state as, to progress,
and as to the ordination and arrangement of truths, 8560, 2001, 4236,
1457· ..

2 I. The cloud being sometimes from evening to morning, denotes
successive states of obscurity and brightness, 8106, 8108; the cloud
being taken up ill the morning, and their then journeying, denotes
that man is led forward in states of brightness, 1457, 8108; the cloud
continuing by day and by night, denotes sometimes no progress in
both states, 8r06, 8108; and still journeying when the cloud was
taken up, denotes progress afterwards, 8106, 1457.

22. By t\VO is denoted conjunction, 5194; by days, and months,
and a year are denoted respectively states of obedience, of faith, and
of love, according to the series, 487, 851, 7828; the cloud tarrying and
abiding on the tabernacle, denotes that obscurity of state involves
delay, 8106, 4236, 3613; and journeying-when the cloud was taken
up, denotes that the removal of obscurity means progress, 8106;
1457·

23. Encamping or journeying- at the commandment, or mouth, of
the Lord, denotes that states of rest or progress are from the Lord,
4236, 145.7, 8560; and keeping the charge of the Lord at the COlTI

rnandrnent, or mouth of the Lord, by the hand of Moses, denotes that
man must co-operate with the Lord, believing that he receives life
from Hirn continually by Divine Truth, 3382, 8560, 878, 7010.

I t is so well known in the Christian world that the feast of the
Passover was appointed to commemorate the deliverance of the
Israelites from Eg-yptian bondage, and that, generally, it signifies
·man's deliverance from the bondage of sin, that it is not necessary to
demonstrate these things. But it is not so well known what the
particulars concerning this feast signify, nor can it be known apart
from an acquaintance with the correspondences in which the Word

is written , What, for example, is meant, spiritually, by the destruc
tion of all the firstborn of the Egyptians, and the sacrifice of the
lamb in order that .the firstborn of the Israelites might be preserved?
A thousand guesses ll1ay be made, and many fancies indulged, to
account for such facts, and to show what they signify as far as the
spiritual life is concerned; but without this universal law of cor
respondence, no satisfactory explanation can be given; and therefore
this should afford strong presumptive evidence, not only that the
law itself is a law of Divine Order, but that it is applicable both to
the works of the Lord and to His Word, And when we consider
further, what wonderful results have followed from its application
to the Word, through the explanation of several of its books in
series, we ought to be fully convinced that these books are the Word
of the Lord, and were not the work of any finite man. Let us then
reverently consider the subject now before us; and as a preliminary
step, reflect on what is said on the above-named points. The first
born of the Egyptians, denote faith separated from charity, and the
firstborn of the Israelites faith conjoined with charity, 7778, 352 ;

while a lamb denotes the good of innocence, and in the supreme
sense the Lord Himself from whom all innocence comes, 7840 ,.

3994 6 , and thus we learn that, personally, we are delivered from
evil by means of a true faith in the Lord grounded in the good of
innocence from Him; and that to keep the Passover, is to be con
joined with the Lord, and to appropriate good from Him. And
before leaving this point, it may be interesting to notice the significa
tion of the blood of the lamb being sprinkled on the lintel, and on
the t\VO side posts of the houses. The blood, of course, signifies the
holy truth which is of the good of innocence; putting it upon the
posts and upon the lintel denotes that, in this connection, it signifies
the truths and goods of the natural degree, the houses denoting what
has relation to good, and eating denoting enjoyment, or making
this truth and good a part of the natural life; while doing it in that
night signifies when evil is condemned and rejected by the regenerat
ing man, even in the state denoted in our chapter by "bet\veen the
evenings," 7845. And thus we see that these are all practical truths
that have to be realized by each of us; and we may be sure that
the same is the case with all the other particulars named in the
paragraph just referred to, and also in our first section. A word,
however, must be said, on the expression "between the evenings,"
because different opinions are held as to its precise meaning. Spirit
ually, it signifies the state of transition from the old and corrupt life
to the beginning of the new life, 7844; but literally, some suppose
it is the time between the setting of the sun and the moment when
the stars become visible; others maintain that it is to be reckoned
from the time when the sun beg-ins to decline from the meridian
to its setting j and others, again, that the two evenings were the time
immediately before, and immediately after sunset (Kitto, art. "Pass
over "). But now, considering these differences of opinion, the follow
ing words have special interest: "That by between the evenings is:
not meant the time between the evening of one day and the evening
of another day, but the time between evening and morning, thus, in
clusively, night or twilight, is evident from this, that the continual
burnt ·offering of a lamb, was not only made in the evening, but also
in the morning. Hence it may be manifest that the like is signified
in other places by between the evenings, as where it is said that they
should offer the passover between the evenings (Exod. xii. 6; Num.
ix..C;, I I), which is 'also explained elsewhere in these words, ' Thou.
shalt sacrifice the passover in the evening, when the sun hath set r
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.at the stated time of departure out of Egypt, afterwards thou shalt
roast and eat it in that place which Jehovah thy God shall choose,
and thou shalt respect the morning, and shalt go into thy tents'
{Deut. xvi. 6, .7)." And to this it may be added that as, clearly,
the passover was sacrificed, or was commanded to be sacrificed,
when the sun was set, it follows that the first evening was just
.after sunset and that therefore the second evening was just before
sunri~e on the following morning, "bet\veen .the evenings," thus
meaning' the time between the sunset of one. day and the sunrise of
the next, corresponding as already stated to the state of transition
.between the old life and the new.

Coming now to our second and third sections, which may be
·considered together on accoun t of the connection between them
it is only necessary, in the first place, to observe that they are not
.?nly easy to comprehend, spiritually, but are of great practical
importance. For who cannot see that this description is according
to our actual experience? We are in the course of regeneration,
.and our principles of faith and charity are,. so far, established; and
yet .\~'e a.re unclean by the dead body of a' man, that is, evils and
falSItIes ~n the natL!ral man, which ~s as yet void of spiritual life
In several respects, Infest and contaminate us. And it is well for us
if, in this state, we can acknowledge our deficiencies, and are un-

..certai~ about our duty, until we are enlightened from the vVord,'
.according to verso 7-9. And it is still better, in this case, if in spite
of our weakness, we persevere in our worship of the Lord· for this
is what compliance with the instruction here given really'amounts
~o; and, to eat the passover in the second month exactly as directed,
IS to convert what would otherwise be a failure into a success
'by doubling our exertions to be conjoined with the Lord even i~
,?ur extremity, which is denoted by eating the passover in 'the even-
Ing:, and by r~solutely abstaining from the tempting evil, and
pat.lently .endunng the necessary conflict, which are denoted by
eatmjr with unleavened bread, and bitter herbs. But, indeed, in
addi tion to these experiences, we now, as final results, cease to
cant~minate our life of good by continuing to indulge in the delizhts
of eVl.l, whichis involved in not leaving any of the passover untit the
n;ornI.ng, 8480.; a~d ~lso. we preserve our. truths entire, in being
vlcton<?us, which IS signified by not breaking a bone of it, 8005.
But with regard to the next section, which concludes what is said
about th~ pa.ssov~r., what has already been said, combined with the
-explanation In gIVIng the references thereon is sufficient to make its
mea.ning clear; and we now proceed, therefore, to study the last
-section.
.. As the !abernac1e and the tent of meeting represent the heavens
In successIve. order, so also, in a lower degree, they represent the
church, and In particular every man who has the principles which
make the' church within him. And the church is said to be estab
lished in man, when faith and charity are his ruling principles instead
,a.f the loves 0t t~e world and of hini~elf, at the beginning of regenera
bon; and this IS the sense In which we are to regard the words
commencing the section on account of all that follows because the
journeyings of the Israelites denote the successive state~ of progress
with the man of the church, SI02.!. But the cloud covered the taber
nacle; and. we have seen from the series what that indicates spirit
ually. ThIS I however, is not all that is involved' in the fact. I t is
true that through the literal sense of the Word there is revelation
to man in every state .. · But it is also true that the same sense hides
the glary and the beauty of the internal sense, which describes those

principles which are represented by the tabernacle and all things
.in it, and this for the best and wisest of purposes, namely, lest man
should enter into those truths before he is prepared, and so it is
written, "Over all the glory there shall be a covering" (Isaiah IV.
.5). And here particular attention should be paid to the last clause
of ver, 18. Encamping denotes the ordination and arrangement of
man's truths under good, which is entirely the work of the Lord;
.and as this refers to the progressions of man's regeneration, although
it may also be applied to angelic life as well, we may consider one
point in connection with it, which is revealed in the Writings of the
church. It is that, as we advance, we acquire wl-at is called the
.good of truth, that is the state as to love and charity, which may
be obscurely realized at any period of our life by obeying the truth;
and this state of good is clearly that to which the encampment cor
.responds, while the arrangement of the. camp at any particular spot,
corresponds to the arrangement of truths by the Lord according to
that particular state of good. Now we do not know what that is;
hut we luay be sure that it is one step in our journey towards our
own heavenly society in which we shall realize and understand our
proper position in the heavenly kingdom, which will be permanent.
And these reflections ll1ay encourage us to "run with patience the
race set before us" (Heb. xii, I). For we may depend upon it, that
every state of our life has its relation to that which is eternal.

And 'now, lastly, it is very interesting indeed to notice and reflect
upon the several different things specified in the rest of the chapter.
First, there is the state of obedience during seasons of repose;
secondly, there is the state when good is in obscurity and not so
much truth, as indicated by the distinction many and few; thirdly,
progress made in a state of brightness signified by morning, and
repose in a state of obscurity represented by night; fourthly, states
of repose continuing both during states of brightness and states of
obscurity; and, lastly, seasons of repose in states of obedience, or
of faith, or, of love, respectively, from all of which we may learn
something with regard to our conduct in life. But certainly the
closing statement of the chapter, namely, that states of rest and
progress are all from the Lord, is worthy of very serious considera
tion. For it teaches us emphatically, that we cannot from any self
derived intelligence, or under the influence of anv merelv worldly
or selfish motive, promote our own spiritual progress, or enjoy any
seasons of spiritual repose. Of course, the contrary does appear to
us, 3;t certain times, to be. surely the case, since the motives just
mentioned do cause people to do many good things, but although
usef~lness to others may thereby be promoted, it is yet qui te evident
thatno one can advance in the religious life bv such actions, since
it is: impossible to serve t\VO masters, or in othe-r words, to act from
selfishness .and charity at the same time as -ruling motives. Hence,
therefore, If we would properly act according to the commandment
of the Lord, we must cease to allow self and the world to rule us,
at the same time rernembering that to take proper care of ourselves
and our property is not, necessarily, either selfish or worldly.
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CHAPTER X

SUl\1l\L\RY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. Concerning revelation from the Lord, that it is adapted to man
in all his changes of state; and that it has relation to good, and
truth, and their conjunction. Also that it is from Divine Good by
Divine Truth; and that it is perpetual, being adequate to every state
of conflict, and to every state of rest and peace, verso 1-10.

2. Man's progress in regeneration is from a state of obscurity into
a state of spiritual light, verso 11-13.

3. I t begins by a change as to the celestial things' of love, verso
14-17.

4. This causes changes as to its spiritual things successively, these
proceeding from inmost affections to those which are relatively
external, ver. 18-21.

5. I t then f.ollows that the inmost of the ultimate heaven, or of
the natural degree, is affected, and makes progress in due order and
subordination, verso 22-24.

6. And, lastly, the external of the ultimate heaven, or of the
natural degree, advances, in a similar order and subordination; and
thus the whole heaven, the whole church, or the whole individual,
moves forward, verso 25-28.

7. But not only so. For those who are in the truth of simple
good, outside the church, are also influenced and make progress,
verso 29-32.

8. And, more than all, the Lord Himself is the Leader of His
people, by means of the Word; while His church acknowledges that
all progress is from Hirn , even through states of conflict into states
of peace and rest contin uaIly, verso 33-36.

3. And when they shall
blow with them, all the con
gregation shall gather them
selves unto thee at the door
of the tent of meeting.

4. And if they blow but
with one, then the princes,
the heads of the thousands
of Israel, shall gather them
selves unto thee.

5. And when ye blow an
alarm, the camps that lie on
the east side shall take their
journey.

6. And when ye blow an
alarm the second time, the
camps that lie on the south
side' shall take their jour
ney: they shall blow an
alarm for' their journeys.

Divine Truths are the means
by which progress is made in
the course of regeneration.

3. And thence, when revela
tion is made, the whole church
is united under its leading
principle, by the acknowledg
ment of the Lord, and of con
junction with Him by charity
and love generally.

4. But the particular revela
tion of Divine Truths is made
to those who are in the love
of primary truths of the first
degree; that is, in the love of
interior things;

5. And revelation, which
appeals more especially to the
affections, produces changes
of state and progress.

6. Still, such as affects both
feeling and thought in con
junction, or the external as well
as the internal man, is pro
ductive of greater advance;
for all progress is according
to the state as to affection;
and truth is revealed in order
that it may minister to good.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Make thee two trum
pets of silver; of beaten
work shalt thou make them:
and thou shalt use them for
the calling of the congrega
tion, and for the journeying'
of the camps.

160

I. There is .revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving' the perception,

2. That such revelation has
relation to Divine Good,.
Divine Truth, 'and their con
junction, because the former
is expr.essed in the latter so
that while Divine Good unites
under itself all Divine Truths,

7. But when the assembly
is to be gathered together,
ye shall blow, but ye shall
not sound an alarm.

8.- And the sons of
Aaron, the priests, shall
blow with the trumpets; and
they shall be to you for' a
statute for ever throughout
your generations.

9. And 'when ye go to war
M

7. But revelation as to
truths intended, afterwards, to
be arranged in order under
good, is not, necessarily,
accompanied by the particular
excitement of the affection of
gooc;l.

8. And all revelation is
from Divine Good by Divine
Truth, being made through
the internal man to the exter
nal, during regeneration con
tinually.

9. And in every state of
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in your land against the ad
versary that oppresseth you,
then ye shall sound an alarm
with the trumpets; and ye
shall be remembered before
the LORD your God, and ye
shall be saved from your
enemies.

10. Also in the day of
your gladness, and in your
set feasts, and in the begin
nings of your months, ye
shall blow with the trumpets
over your burnt offerings,
and over the sacrifices of
your peace offerings; and
they shall be to you for a
memorial before your God;
I am the LORD your God.

II. And it came to pass
in the second year, in the
second month, on the twen
tieth day of the month, that
the cloud was taken up from
over the tabernacle of the
testimony.

12. And the children of
Israel set forward according
to their journeys out of the
wilderness of Sinai; and the
cloud abode in the wilder
ness of Paran ,

13. A.nd they first took
their journey according to
the commandment of the
LORD by the hand of Moses.

14. And in the first place
the standard of the camp of
the children of Judah set

spiritual conflict against evils
which hinder spiritual pro
gress, good is the ruling prin
ciple and truth the guiding
principle; for Divine Good
and Divine Truth control all
things, and from the Lord
alone is all salvation.

10. Moreover, in all activity
of the affections in particular
and in general, and. in every
new state of faith, revelation
is made, when the affections
are consecrated to the Lord
inwardly and outwardly from
freedom; and truths revealed
to the understanding are
always the manifestation of
the Divine Love, because this
is the origin of Divine Truth;
and the Lord alone is to be
worshipped..

I I. But it happens after a
state of instruction in Divine
Truths, when there is some
conjunction with the Lord as
to charity, as to faith, and as
to obedience, that, revelation
is made through heaven from
the Lord by good and truth;

12. And the man of the
Spiritual Church passes from
a state of obscurity on account
of deficiency as to truths, to
a state of spiritual light. in
which the Divine Human is
acknowledged, but still ob
scurely.

13. And this change of state
takes place by influx from the
Lord, through Divine Truth
manifested in its power.

14. For. the inmost truths
of man's life are first affected
by this influx, these being

forward according to their
hosts: and over his host
was N ahshon the son of
Amrninadab.

15. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Issachar was Nethanel the
son of Zuar.

16. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Zebulun was Eliab the son
of HeIon.

17. And .the tabernacle
was taken down; and the
sons of Gershon and the
sons of Merari, who bare the
tabernacle, set forward.

18. And the standard of
the camp of Reuben set for
ward according to their
hosts: and over his host
was Elizur the son of She
deur ,

19. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Simeon was Shelumiel the
son of Zurishaddai,

20. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Gad was Eliasaph the son
of Deuel.

:M 2

celestial love and its truths in
orderly arrangement, governed
by the perception of truth
from love, derived from
primary Divine Truth.

IS. And the governing prin
ciple of those who are in
mutual love and its truths, is
the good of inmost truth
derived from inmost love,
which is a state of profound
humility.

16. While that of those who
are in the heavenly marriage,
is truth conjoined with good
and proceeding therefrom.

17. But a change as to
celestial things, which are
inmost, produces a change as
to spiritual things which are
in terior, and thence as to
exterior and external things
which support things interior;

18. So that those who are
in the inmost of the Spiritual
Church, or of the spiritual
degree, with its truths in
orderly arrangement, are now
affected; and their governing
principle is faith from charity
which is the foundation of the
church.

19. And the governing prin
ciple of those who are in the
good of truth, is obedience
giving peace with God, and
founded on the po\ver of faith
from charity;

20. While . the governing·
principie of those who are in
good works, proceeding both
from celestial and spiritual
love, is the perfection of good
and truth in conjunction,
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2 I. And the Kohathites
set forward, bearing the
sanctuary: and the other
did set up the tabernacle
against they came.

22. And the standard of
the camp of the children of
Ephraim set forward accord
ing to their hosts: and over
his host was Elishama the
son of Ammihud.

23. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Manasseh "vas Gamaliel the
son of Pedahzur.

24. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Benjamin was Abidan the
son 'of Gideoni.

2S. And the standard of
the camp of the children of
Dan, which was the rear
ward of all the camps, set
forward according to their
hosts: and over his host

derived from Divine know
ledge as now seen from a
state of charity.

2 I. And those who are in
inmost truths from good, in
the Spiritual Church, advance
in order, supporting celestial
love and spiritual love to
gether, and, in the meantime,
the external church is estab
lished as a support to the
internal.

22. Whence it follows that
those who are in faith from,
charity in the inmost of the
ultimate heaven, now make
progress in orderly arrange
ment, their governing prin
ciple being obedience to truth
from the love of good.

23. And the governing prin
ciple of those who are in
the new will of good, in the
same heaven, is the love of
reward, as if from self, the
knowledge of the truth, and
separation from evil through
the work of redemption;

24. While that of those
who are in the life of truth
from good in the natural
man, and from the medium
between the interior of the
natural man and the exterior,
or between the interior celes
tial and the exterior .spiritual
of the ultimate heaven, is
truth from good springing
from opposition to evil.

25. But those who are in
the affirmation of truth in the
natural man, and have their
position in, the obscure truth
of the ultimate heaven, in
orderly arrangement, are the
.last to make progress, their

was Ahiezer the son of
A mrnishaddai.

26. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Asher was Pagiel the son
of Ochran.

27. And over the host of
the tribe of the children of
Naphtali was Ahira the son
of Enan.

28. Thus were the jour
neyings of the children of
Israel according to their
hosts; and they set forward.

29. And Moses said unto
Hobab, the son of Reuel the
Midianite, Moses' father in
law, We are journeying
unto the place of which the
LORD said, I will give it
you: come thou with us,
and we will do thee .good :
for the LORD hath spoken
good concerning Israel.

30. And he said unto
him, I will not go; but I
will depart to mine own
land, and to my kindred.

governing principle being
truth which aids, derived from
Divine Truth which protects
man in temptation.

26. And the governing prin
ciple of those who are in
exterior natural delight, in
that heaven, is opposition to
evil derived from a state of
spiritual trial and affliction;

27.' While that of those
who are in resistance to evil,
in the ultimate degree of the
natural man , or of the ulti
mate heaven, is good derived
from the truth of the Divine
vVord.

28. And this is the law of
progress with the man of the
church; and thus he proceeds
in all his changes of state.

29. But with those who are
in the truth of simple good,
from which good is the con
junction of good and truth,
there is the perception, that
that conjunction is to be
effected during the progress
of regeneration, because it is
according to the will of the
Lord, and hence, according to
Divine Truth, that, the man
of the church desires that
truth should be reciprocally
conjoined to good; for it is
good which constitutes the
church, essentially.

30. But those in the truth
of simple good, in their first
state, are not willing to admit
that conjunction, having a
tendency to abide in the truth
of simple good owing to actual
evil' from what is hereditary.
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31. And he said, Leave
us not, I pray thee; foras
much as thou knowest how
we are to encamp in the
wilderness, and thou shalt
be to us instead of eyes,

32. And it shall be" if
thou go with us, yea, it 'shall
be, that what good soever
the LORD shall do unto us,
the same will we do unto
thee.

33 ..And they set forward
from the mount of the Lon»
three 'days' journey; and the
ark of the covenant of the
LORD went before them
three days' journey, to seek
out a resting-place for them.

34. And the cloud of the
l.JORD "vas over them bv
day, when they set forward
from the camp.

. 35. And it came to pass,
when the ark set forward,
that Moses said, Rise up, 0
LORD, and let thine enemies
he scattered; and let them
that hate thee flee before
thee.

36. And when it rested, he
said, Return, 0 IJoRD, unto
the .ten thousands of the
thousands of Tsrael.

31. The Lord, however, by'
Divine Truth desires, to con
join all men to Himself; and
it is the function of those who
are in truths, to perceive that
truths must come into orderly
arrangement under good, even
with those in the obscurity of
simple good; and good needs
truth in order that it may be
saved.

32. And . therefore . it is
necessary that' truth should be
conjoined with good, and good
with truth, in order that good
received by the internal man
from the Lord, may be fully
manifested by the external.

33. For then the whole
church advances" from an
obscure state of love" to the
Lord by successive degrees,
since Divine Good and Divine
Truth conjoined lead the way,
through states of conflict to a
state of rest and peace.

34. And the man of the
church is guided by the Lord,
through the Word, in every
state of spiritual progress,

35. So that he perceives
and acknowledges his depen
dence upon the Lord, and the
Word for' protection against
his spiritual enemies which are
falsities and evils;

36. And also that in every
state of victory; and thus of
repose, a more perfect con
junction of goodness and truth
is effected.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010;" and by saying is
denoted perception, 1791, 1822. ,

2. By making two trumpets of silver is denoted that such revelation
has relation to Divine Good, Divine Truth, and their conjunction,
8802, 5194, 425; by their being made of beaten, or turned, or solid
work, is denoted that good is expressed in truth, 9510; by being used
for the calling of the congregation is denoted that Divine Good unites
under itself all Divine Truths, 6335, 6338, 7843 ; and by the journeying
of the camps is denoted that Divine Truths are the means by which
progress is made in the course of regeneration, 1457, 4236.

3. When they shall blow with the trumpets all the congregation
gathering themselves together to Moses at the door of the tent of
meeting, denotes that thence, when revelation is made, the whole
church is united under its leading principle by the acknowledgment
of the Lord, and of conjunction with Him by charity and love
generally, 8802,6338, 7010, 2356, 35403.

4. If they blow with one trumpet, then the princes, the heads of
the thousands of Israel gathering themselves unto Moses, denotes
that the particular revelation of Divine Truths is made to those who
are in the love of primary truths of the first degree, that is, in the
love of interior things, 8802, 2089, 3728, 87 12, 6338.

5. When an alarm was blown the camps on the east side taking
their journey, denotes that revelation which appeals more especially
to the affections, produces changes of state and progress, 8815, 4236,
3708, 9668.

6. Blowing an alarm the second time denotes revelation which
affects both feeling and thought in conjunction, or the external as
well as the internal man, 8815, 5194; the camps on the south side
taking their journey, denotes still greater advance, 9684, 38632; and
blowing an alarm for their journeys denotes that all progress is
according to the state of the affections, 8815, also that truth is
revealed in order that it may minister to good, 1457.

7. When the assembly is to be gathered together, blowing but not
sounding an alarm, denotes that revelation as to truths intended,
afterwards, to be arranged in order under goood, is not necessarily
acoompanied by the particular excitement of the affection of good.
This appears from the signification of blowing with one trumpet,
and not sounding an alarm, ver, 4, as denoting only revelation as to
truths, and from the sig-nification of sounding an alarm, as denoting
revelation affecting the feelings, ver. 5, or the thoughts in conjunction
with the feelings, vera 6.

8. The sons of Aaron the priests blowing with the trumpets denotes
that all revelation is from Divine Good by Divine Truth, 8802, 9946;
and their being a statute for ever throughout their generations,
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denotes revelation through the internal man to the external, during
regeneration continually, 7884, 9042.

9. By going to war in the land against the adversary that oppresseth
you, is denoted every state of spiritual conflict against evils which
hinders spiritual progress, 1664, 9314, 9196; by sounding an alarm
with the trumpets is denoted that good is the ruling principle and
truth the guiding principle, 8802, 8815, vera 7; by being remembered
before the Lord your God is denoted that Divine Good and Divine
Truth control ail things, 2001, 9849; and by being saved from
enemies is denoted that from the Lord alone is all salvation, 2001,
93 14, 10, 2 19, 10,655·

10. In the day of your gladness, in your set feasts, and in the
beginning of your months, denotes all the activity of the affections
in particular and in general in the worship of the Lord, and also all
new states, 9286, 3814; blowing with your' trumpets denotes revela
tion from the Lord, 8802, 8815; burnt offerings and sacrifices of
peace offerings denote affections consecrated to the Lord inwardly
and outwardly from freedom, 10,053, 10,097; their being a memorial
before your God denotes that truths revealed to the understanding
are always the manifestation of Divine Love, because this is the
origin of Divine Truth, 9849, 2001, 8802; and" I am the Lord your
God," denotes that the Lord alone is to be worshipped as Divine Good
united to Divine Truth, 2001.

I!. By it COIning to pass is denoted a change of subject and state,
4979; by the second year, the second month, and the twentieth day
of the month, is denoted that there is some conjunction with the
Lord, as to charity, as to faith, and as to obedience, because two,
and consequently the second and the twentieth.' denote conjunction,
5194, a year denotes a full state as to good with some truths con
joined, and thus a state of charity, 7839; a month denotes a state
as to faith, 851; and a day a state in general, as the result of faith
and charity, and thus a state of obedience according to the series, 488;
and by the cloud being taken up from over the tabernacle of the
testimony, is denoted the removal of the obscurities of the literal
sense of the Word, and thus revelation made through heaven from
the Lord by good and truth, the tabernacle denoting good, and. the
testimony denoting truth, 8106, 35403, 3210, 41979

, 8535.

12. The children of Israel setting forward, according to their
journeys, denotes progress with the spiritual man, 3654, 1457; out of
the wilderness of Sinai denotes from a state of obscurity on account
of deficiency as to truths, 8753; and the cloud abiding in the wilder
ness of Paran denotes to a state of spiritual light in which the Divine
Human is acknowledged, although obscurely, 2708, 2714. The word
Paran is derived from a root signifying, among other things, glory,
and thence, correspondentially, signifies a state of spiritual light.

13. First taking their journey according to the commandment, or
mouth, of the Lord by the hand of Moses, denotes that this change
of state takes place by influx from the Lord, or according to the
Divine Providence, through Divine Truth manifested in its po\ver,
1457, 8560, 7010, 878.

14. The standard of the camp of Judah first setting forward,
according to their hosts, denotes that the inmost truths of man '5

life are first affected by this influx, these being celestial love and i!s
truths in orderly arrangement, 8624, 4236, 3880, 7236; and over h~s
host being Nahshon the son of Amminadab, denotes that t~eIr
governing principle is the perception of truth from love, derived
from primary Divine Truth, chaps. i. 7, ii. 3·

IS. O~er the host of the tribe of the children of Issachar, being
Nethanel the son of Zuar, denotes that the governing principle of
those who are in mutual love and its truths, is the good of inmost
truth derived from inmost love, which is .a state of profound humility,
chaps. i. 8, ii. 5.

16. Over the host of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, being
Eliab the son of Helon , denotes that the governing principle of those
who are in the heavenly marriage is truth conjoined with good and
proceeding therefrom, chaps. i. 9, ii. 7·

17. By the tabernacle being taken down is denoted a change as
to celestial things that are inmost and spiritual things that are
interior, chap. iv, 5, 3210; and by the sons of Gershon and the sons
of Merari bearing the tabernacle is denoted changes of state as to
exterior and external things which support things interior, chaps.
ii. 17, iii. 17, 3335, 9500.

18. The standard of the camp of Reuben setting forward according
to their hosts, denotes that those who are in the inmost of the
Spiritual Church, or of the spiritual degree, with its truths in orderly
arrangement, are now affected, 8624, 4236, 38632 , 7236; and over his
host being Elizur the son of Shedeur, denotes that their governing
principle is faith from charity, which is the foundation of the church,
chaps. i. 5, ii. 10.

19. Over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon being
Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, denotes that the governing
principle of those who are in the good of truth is obedience giving
peace with God and founded on the power of faith from charity,
chaps. i. 6, ii. 12.

20. Over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad, being
Eliasaph the son of Deuel, denotes that the governing principle of
those who are in good works proceeding both from celestial and
spiritual love. is the perfection of good and truth in conjunction
derived from Divine knowledge as now seen from a state of charity,
chaps. i. 14, ii. 14.

21. The Kohathites setting forward bearing the sanctuary, denotes
that those who are in inmost truths from good in the Spiritual
Church .advance in order, supporting celestial love and spiritual love
together, chaps. iii. 17, iv, 15, 3335, 9500, 3210; and the other setting
up the tabernacle against they carne, denotes that, in the mean
time, the external church is established as a support to the internal,
vera 17.

22. The standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim setting
forward according to their hosts, denotes that those who are in faith
from charity in the inmost of the ultimate heaven now make progress
in orderly arrangement, 8624, 4236, 6238, 5355, 7236; and over his
host being Elishama the son of Ammihud, denotes that their govern
ing principle is obedience to truth from the love of good, chaps.
i. 10, ii. 18.
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23. Over the, host of the tribe, of the children of Manasseh being
Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, denotes that the governing principle
of those who are in the new will of good, in the ultimate heaven,
is the love of reward as if from self, the knowledge of the truth,
and separation from evil through the work of redemption, chaps.
i. ro, ii. 20.

24. Over the, host of the tribe of the children of Benjamin being
Abidan the son of Gideoni, denotes that the governing principle of
those who are in the life of truth from good in the natural man, and
form the medium between the interior of the natural man and the
exterior, or between the interior celestial and the exterior spiritual
of the ultimate heaven, is truth from good springing from opposition
to evil, chaps. i. II, ii. 22.

25. The standard of the camp of the children of Dan, which was
the rearward of all the camps, setting forward according to their
hosts, denotes that those who are in the affirmation of truth in the
natural man, and have their position in the obscure truth of the
ultimate heaven, in orderly -arrangement, are the last to make
progress, 8624, 4236, 3923, 6396, 72~6; and over his host being
Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, denotes that their governing prin
ciple is truth which aids, derived from Divine Truth which protects
man in temptation, chaps. i. 12, ii, 25.

26. Over the host of the tribe of the children of Asher, being
Pagiel the _son of Ochran, denotes that the governing principle of
those who are in exterior natural delight in the ultimate he.aven, is
opposition to evil derived from a state of spiritual trial and affliction,
chaps. i. 13, ii. 27.

27. And over the host of the tribe of the children of Naphtali
being Ahira the son of Enan, denotes that the governing principle of
those who are in resistance to evil in the ultimate degree of the
natural man, or of the ultimate heaven, is good derived from the
truth of the Divine Word, chaps. i. IS, ii. 29.

28. Thus being the journeyings of the children of Israel according
to their hosts; and their setting forward, denotes that these are the
la ws of progress with the man of the church, and that thus he
proceeds in all his changes of state, 1457, 3654, 7236, 4236, 683.

29. Moses saying unto Hobab, the son of Reuel, the Midianite,
Moses' father-in-law, denotes that with those who are in the truth
of simple good, from which good is the conjunction of good _and
truth, there is perception, because by Mo:ses is denoted Divine Truth
from which the perception comes, 7010, by saying is denoted per
ception, 1822, by the Midianite is denoted the truth of a simple good,
6827, by Reuel, or Jethro, as a priest, is denoted the good of the
church, 6827, by Reuel, or Jethro, as a father-in-law, is denoted the
good from which is the good that is conjoined to truth, 6827, and
by Hobab, as the son of the priest, is denoted, therefore, good and
truth conjoined, 489, 6827, the word Hobab meaning favoured and
beloved; "we are journeying to the place," denotes that conjunction
is to be effected in the course of regeneration, 1457; the Lord saying
He w-ould give the place denotes that it is according to the will of
the Lord, or according to Divine Good, 2001, 8899; Moses saying
"come thou with us and we will do thee good," denotes that the

CH/IPTuu X

JTIan of the church desires that truth should be reciprocally con
joined with good, 3654, 6827; and "the Lord hath spoken good
concerning Israel," denotes that it is good which constitutes the
church essentially, 2001, 3654, 2951.

30. Hobab saying, "I will not go; but I will depart to mine own
land and to my kindred," denotes that those in the truth of simple
good, in their first state, are not willing to admit that conjunction,
having a tendency to abide in the truth of simple good -owing to
actual evil from what is hereditary, ver. 29, 1457, 141 1- 14I3·

31. By Moses saying, "Leave us not, I pray thee," is denoted that
the Lord, by Divine Truth, desires to conjoin all 111en to Himself,
7010, 1822, 5812; Hobab knowing how they were to encamp in the
wilderness, denotes that it is the function of those who are in truths
to perceive that -truths must come into orderly arrangement under
good, ver. 29, 4236, 2708; and" thou shalt be to us instead of eyes,"
denotes that good needs truth in order that it may be saved, 2001,
7010, ver. 29.

32. "And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what
good soever the Lord shall do unto us, the same will we do unto.
thee," denotes that it is necessary that truth should be conjoined
with good, and good with truth, in order that good received by the
internal man from the Lord may be fully manifested by the external.
This appears by considering that the expression "it shall be" is
repeated, indicating what is of the will and understanding reciprocally,
and thus, also, what is of the- internal man and the external recipro
cally, 1683; and also that Moses and the Israelites denote the internal
church, and Hobab and the Midianites the external; while the subject
of the verse is the communication of good from the Lord, ver. 29.

33. This is true, because the Israelites setting forward from the
mount of the Lord three days' journey, denotes the advance of
the whole church, from an obscure state of love to the Lord succes
sively, 3654, 1457, 8753, 6904, 4495; the ark of the covenant of the
Lord going before them, denotes that Divine Good and Divine Truth
conjoined lead the way, 93965, 9485; and seeking out a resting-place
for them denotes, evidently, through states of conflict to a state of
rest and peace~ 3696.

34. The cloud of the Lord being over them by day when they set
forward from the camp, denotes that the man of the church is guided
by the Lord, through the Word, in every state of spiritual progress,
8106, 487, 4236.

35. By it coming to pass is denoted a change of state, 4q79; the
ark setting forward denotes progress, 1457; Moses saying "Rise up,
a Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered," denotes that man
acknowledges his dependence upon the Lord, and the Word for
protection against his spiritual enemies, which are falsities and evils,
7010, 1822, 2401, 2001, 2851, 13°9; and" let them that hate Thee
flee before Thee," denotes the dispersion of evils externally as well
as internally, 683. -

36. Saying when ,the ark rested, "Return, 0 Lord, unto the ten
thousands of the thousands of Israel," denotes that in every state
of victory, - and thus of repose, a more perfect conjunction of
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goodness and truth is effected, because the Lord denotes Divine Good,
2001; the Israelites denote the spiritual man or church, 3654;' the
len thousands of the' thousands denote infinity with regard to the
Lord and abundance, or fulness as to reception by man from the
Lord, 3186; and the ark resting denotes a state of victory, 851 ; while
by the Lord returning to Israel is denoted conjunction between Him
and the church, as is evident, 4387, 10,501.

The first thing to be observed in connection with the chapter now
before us is that, in the internal sense, it continues the subject of
revelation, with which the last chapter closes. And as we know
that the division of the Pentateuch into different books, and chapters,
and verses, was not the work of Moses, since the whole together is
called the book of the Law (Deut. xxxi. 24-26), it is not surprising,
as has been already observed, that the end of a chapter in the literal
sense should not be the conclusion of a subject in the spiritual sense.
But still we find a certain change here which must be noticed. For
revelaHan is now represen ted by trumpets in order to show how
celestial good descends, and is manifested in the truths of the Word,
and this variously according to the state of the church, or of the
individual, 8802. And these are the particulars of our first section.
Now that it is necessary for us to live according to the instruction
here given is evident, from reflection on each point in succession.·
Who cannot see, for example, that unless he conjoins in himself
intelligence with affection, he can make no progress? Again, is it
not necessary to unite all the powers of the externalrnan under our
ruling capacity for some useful work ? WhO' does not recognize,
also, that the higher powers.. denoted by the, princes, should guide
the lower, and this in subordination to the Divine' Word? But, on
the other hand, our best and highest love must be that which
stimulates to action, as we learn from ver. 5; while it is manifest,
also, that our love of truth, as well as our love of good, should be
active, as we clearly see from ver. 6. But still there are seasons of
rest for us, as we learn from ver. 7, and then the Lord prepares us,
even mysteriously, for what is to follow. For we must endure
temptations, as we observe from ver. 9; 'and then we know that we
need the special revelation, which only the Lord, by truth proceeding
from good, denoted by the sons of Aaron blowing the trumpets, can
give as we are taught in ver. 8, and also that this particular help,
when-seasons of conflict.are about to take place, is perpetual. And
the Lord assured us of this elsewhere by saying, "When thou
passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the
fire, thou shalt not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon
thee" (Isaiah xliii. 2). And, lastly, when we have come off victorious
and are rejoicing and enjoying the delights of charity, denoted by the
set feasts; when we enter into new states of faith, signified by the
beginnings of our months; and when, at such times, we worship
the Lord with our whole hearts, and in our lives, as is denoted by
the burnt offerings and peace offerings, then, indeed, is the "Vord
revealed to us, and the manifestation of truths conjoined with our
best affections, causes us to remember OUf deliverances, as signified
by the blowing with the trumpets for a memorial before our God.
And then, too, do we clearly realize that He is truly Divine Love
united with Divine Wisdom.

In the second section, which is a general statement as to the
progress of the church, and of the individual, three things may be
noticed. First, there is no progress un less we make the best use

of our opportunities in the state in which we are at any time;
secondly, progress, according to our experience, is from an obscure
to a clearer state, or from external things towards internal; and,
thirdly, the change is produced by the Divine operation internally.
And besides this, the section is an epitome of all that follows in the
other sections. That.. in the case before us, a proper use was made
of the state of instruction, appears from the fact that there was some
conjunction with the Lord, this resulting in further revelation. That
progress was to be into a clearer state is evident from the spiritual
sense of the next verse. And that the change was brough t about by
the Lord's operation may be seen from both the literal and spiritual
sense of the following verse; while all that follows was but the
orderly carrying out of the general law of progress. And if we can
not only see, but realize that the Lord is surely leading us in every
step we take towards the promised land, we shall then acquire a
cheerful and contented state of mind under all circumstances.

Coming, therefore, to the third section, we find that the Lord's
operation is through the celestial heavens into the spiritual, and
thence into .the natural, or, individually, through the inmost degree
of man's life, into the middle degree, and thence into the ultimate,
as we know the signification of the camps, and also of the twelve
leaders from our former studies. Also we know, from experience,
that in all our changes of state it is the internal man, and thus the
highest predominating affections, as here described, that stimulate
the lower to activity, and that through these the body is moved to
action. Hence, then, it is interesting to reflect, that although
literally, in the marchings of the Israelites, 'the camp of Judah pro
ceededfirst, thus representing inmost operation in order to initiate
the first movement of the external man, and thus of the whole man,
from an obscure state to a clearer state, yet we must not imagine
that progress from internal states to external is the order of regenera
tion. For the order of the marching not only describes the order of
the Divine operation, but also the order of the heavenly life, when
man, being fully regenerated, acts from his highest loves into his
lower, for the purpose' of performing the uses for which he has been
fitted; or, to put it technically, he acts from good by means of truth,
and not as previously, according to truth, that he may be led to a
state of good. But concerning this, see 10,076. And.as we know
that, in the heavens, there is eternal progress with everyone, we
may be certain that it is in harmony with this law of proceeding
from Internals to Externals, not involving any change in the ruling
which remains constant, nor any want of 'general correspondence
between the internal and external man, but consisting rather in this,
namely, that each person becomes more intensely a perfect form
of his peculiar function, because the internal renders the external
degree continually more and more an image of itself by the law of
reciprocal conjunction, the continual action and reaction between the
higher and the. lower powers, necessarily producing this effect;
besides which, the activity of the higher life is unlimited, by virtue
of the Divine Infinity in which it originates. We observe, too, in
passing, that in this heavenly order represented by the four camps,
the first and second represent the celesti.al and spiritual heavens, and
the third and fourth the ultimate heaven as to the celestial and
spiritual principles, that is, as to the good and truth thereof; while
the. three tribes forming each camp, according to their general corre
spondence, aptly denote the three degrees of life in each heaven, the
first three signifying affections only, and the commencing tribe in
each of the other triads corresponding to intelligence, the second to
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affection, and the third to both in action. Now, this order of the
faculties shows that in the perfect state love prevails in every degree
of the life.

The next point, however, that demands attention is, that, before
the second camp is named, it was said that the tabernacle was taken
down and was carried forward. Why P It was in order that the
first actual step of the external man from his obscure state may be
represented, and thus the co-operation of the external with operation
of the internal powers, or, what is the same, the co-operation of the
regenerating man with the Lord. This third section, therefore, shows
how the Divine influx and operation is the cause of man's co-opera
tion. And the same process is evident in the fourth section. For
after the camp of Reuben had moved, denoting a further step in the
Divine operation through the spiritual heavens, or through the
spiritual internal; the Kohathites, we are told, set forward bearing
the sanctuary, and the other set up the tabernacle in the new place
against their coming, evidently denoting, again, the' corresponding
co-operation of the external man, and his further advance into the
state of enlightenment, described spiritually by the wilderness of
Paran in ver. 12. For the Kohathites were Levites, and properly
represent, in this place, the spiritual in the natural, co-operating
with the higher spiritual powers signified by the second camp, and
advancing to take their part in the establishment of the internal
of the church, signified by~he sanctuary, within the external,
denoted by the tabernacle which was being set up in the meantime.

It now follows that we are to consider the remaining sections,
which may be taken altogether, because the essential truths involved
in the internal sense of the whole chapter have received attention,
and illustrate what follows. And, first, we may profitably notice
that, according to the series, the operation of the Lord proceeds
through the highest even to the very lowest powers of man's life,
and causes reactivity there, which is denoted by the forward motion
of the third and fourth canlps, and by all that is said about Hobab.
But this great truth may be confirmed and strengthened in us, and
also become practically useful by stimulating our feelings and
thoughts of continual and faithful dependence upon the Lord, if
we observe that this Divine operation is constant also as to the very
functions and powers of our bodily life. For man can neither eat
nor drink, nor enjoy all the legitimate delights and pleasures which
belong to the body, unless the Lord continually and particularly
operates therein. For example, how could the brain think, so to
speak, the heart propel the blood in its circulation, the lungs respire,
the digestive organs perform their work, or the various discriminating
processes of our bodily life go on from day to day, unless the Lord's
operation was there constant and unremitting? It is well known
that no one directs and controls these functions in himself ; and it
ought to be well known that only by carefully co-operating with the
Lord, Who alone directs and controls them, can man enjoy perfect
bodi!y health. .Na doubt the opinion prevails that all these things
continue according to the laws of nature; but few sufficiently reflect
that the operation of those laws is really the Divine operation, and
demonstrates the omnipresence of the Lord with every one-s-yea, also
and His tender care for the well-being of everyone. Hence now w~
see, therefore, how the wonderful things of our natural and bodily
life illustrate and con finn the teachings of the Divine Word concerning
our spiritual life .
. . But, in conclusion, it will be. useful. ~o t;~tice one or two things
,tnregard to those represented by the Midianites, namely, those not of

the church, but yet capable of salvation by virtue of their state as to
good, And this is called simple good, not because those who are in
it are deficient in moral and mentalpower, but because they have not
the genuine doctrine of the church where the Word is. But the Lord
desires their salvation and provides for it, at the same time leaving
them, free, because no man can be saved except in .freedom; and
therefore the temptation of those who are in the truth of simple
good is described by the indecision of Hobab. For the making of a
choice between good and evil, which those out of the church must
do, implies some temptation, but it is evident that such persons must
afterwards be instructed in the doctrine of the church in order that
their regeneration may be completed, 932. And another point that
lnaycause difficulty is the saying of Moses to Hobab, "thou shalt
be to us instead of eyes," as signifying that" good needs truth in
order that it may be saved." For it might be said, "How can the
truth of simple good, denoted by Hobab, be of advantage to the men
of the internal church signified by Moses and the Israelites? Should
it not be rather the reverse, namely, that the truth of the internal
church is an advantage to those of the external?" Now, while this
last, statement is true, generally, yet it should be remembered that'
the words of Moses, spiritually understood, imply a state of obscurity
and difficulty with the man of the church such as is denoted by the
wilderness, that is, a merely external state like that signified by
Hobab and the Midianites; and that, therefore, in such a state, even
a man .of the internal ~hurch might be ~ore safely guided by truth
from Simple good, which at once perceives the right course to be
pursued, than by the higher or interior truths of the church' and
thus 01!r interpretation is that "good needs truth" (adapted to its
state) In order to be saved. And to illustrate this point we may
observe th~t t~e best wa~ to advance int.o a s!ate of spiritual enlighten
ment, which IS the subje.ct bef~re us In this cha~ter, is by obeying
the truths of the state In which, we are according to the Lord's
teaching in John vii. 17. And more than this, it is also the way into
a state o.f spi~itual love, ver. 32; besides being the way of perfect
co-operation WIth the Lord as to every degree of our life, verso 33-36.
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CHAPTER XI

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1 _ A state of temptation is described, causing aversion from the
Lord, and the predominance of lusts in the external man; but inter
cession is made and deliverance follows" verso 1-3-

2. Another state of temptation succeeds, in which there is a desire,
externally, to return into the delights of the merely natural man,
and a want of confidence in the Lord internally, resulting in a
state of despair, verso 4-6, and 10-15.

3. The good of truth is described, with which, in the temptation,
the man of the church is disgusted, verso 7-9.

4. Concerning the orderly arrangement of truths by the Lord,
revelation, the conjunction of truth with good, and the appropriation
of good, verso 16-18.

5-. But the corrupted man desires only natural delights; while the
truly spiritual man is in doubt and distress, and consequently receives
consolation, verso 19-23-

6. And now, therefore, a new arrangement of truths actually
occurs, and consequently revelation, and the power to teach, verso
24-3 0 • .

7. Besides which, there is an abundant supply of natural delight,
which, with the true man of the church, is good legitimately appro
priated; but the wicked pervert this good' by application to lusts,
and, therefore, suffer the destruction of remains, and total vastation.
But the good experience a change of state, coming into peace and
tranquillity in externals, verso 31-35.

prayed unto the ,LORD, and
the fire abated.

3. And the name of that
place was called Taberah:
because the fire of the LORD
burnt among them ..

4. And the mixed, multi
tude that 'was among them
fell a lusting: and the chil
dren "of Israel also. wept
again, and said, Who shall
give 'us flesh to eat?

5· We remember the fish,
which we did eat in Egypt
for naught; the cucumbers,
and the melons, and the
leeks, and the onions, and
the garlick :

evil and the truth of the
Word, accompanied by a
strong desire for deliverance,
through which evil passions
are restrained.

3- And therefore the quality
of that state of temptation,
and generally of every state
of temptation, is known from
the love of evil which is ex
cited, and which is directly
opposed to the love of good.

4. For in every state of
temptation, falsities and truths
with the man of the church
appear to be in confusion,
because evil is predominant,
and there is grief on account
of the desire for merely natural
delights on the one hand, and
the restraining power of truth
on the other;

S: A.nd the memory of plea
sures freely enjoyed in the
merely natural state before
regeneration, from scientifics
and from the affections of
worldly and selfish love ex
ternal and internal, and what
stimulates those affections.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the people were as
murmurers, sp eahing' evil in
the ears of the LORD: and
when the LORD heard it, his
anger was kindled; and" the
fire of the LORD burnt
among them, and devoured
in the uttermost part of the
camp.

2. And the people cried
unto Moses; and Moses

176

I _ And now the man of the
Spiritual Church enters into
temptation, because evils are
predominant, and opposed to
the Divine Providence, where
fore the influx of the Divine
Life causes aversion on the
part of man, evil passions are'
excited, and the natural man
is overcome by lusts.

2. Consequently there is a
conflict between the falsity of'

6. But now our soul is
dried avvay; there is nothing
at all: we have nought save
this manna to "look to.

7. And the marina was
like coriander seed, and the
appearance thereof as the
appearance of bdellium.

8. The people went about,
and gathered it, and ground
it in mills, or beat it in

N

6. But in the state of temp
tation there is a strong aver
sion from truth and its affec
tion, the good of truth being
entirely distasteful.

7- And yet this good is
from the pure truth of the
Word, and is celestial truth
from Good with the spiritual
man.

8. And man must procure
this as it were by his own
exertions, it being arranged
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mortars, and seethed it in
pots, and made cakes of it :
and the taste of it was as
the taste of fresh oi1-

9 ..And when the dew fell
upon the camp in the night,
the manna fell upon it.

10. And Moses heard the
people weeping throughout
their families, every man
at the door of his tent: and
the anger of the LORD was
kindled g'-reatly; and Moses
was-displeased.

I I. And Moses said unto
the LORD, Wherefore hast
thou evil entreated thy
servant? and wherefore have
I not found favour in thy
sight, that thou layest the
burden of all this people
upon me?

12. Have I conceived all
this people? have I brought
them forth, that thou should
est say unto me, Carry them
in thy bosom, as a nursing
father carrieth the sucking
child, unto the land which
thou swarest unto their
fathers?

both as to the understanding
and will into heavenly order
by the Lord, and adapted to
the state of man so as to lead
to the conjunction of good
and truth, the affection of this
good with the spiritual man
being similar to the love of
good with the celestial man,

9. And moreover, it is given
by the Lord when man is in
a state of transition, the peace
of this state being the interior
of which the good of truth is
the exterior.

10. But the state of temp
tation continuing, all the
powers of. the mind are
affected by it, 'from' the in
ternal which constitutes the
ruling principle, to the exter
nal as to every particular, so
that there is aversion from
the Lord exceedingly, and
also from the Divine Truth
which proceeds from Him.

11. And the thought of him
who is 'in temptations, con
cerning the Divine Good and
also concerning the Divine
Trut~, is that they are opposed
to him, and are the cause of
all the suffering of temptation.

12. Besides which, he is
disposed to doubt the power
o.f the Lord in his regenera
tion, as to truth and as to
g~O?, and th;ts to deny His
DIVIne Providence in the
church by influx from within
and by instruction from with
out through the Word so that
he who is in the i~nocence
which belongs to the beginning
of regeneration may proceed

13. Whence should I have
flesh to give unto all this
people? for they "veep unto
me, saying, Give us flesh,
that we may eat.

14. I am not able to bear
all this people alone, because
it is too heavy for me.

IS. And if thou deal th us
with me, kill me, I pray thee,
out of hand, if I have found
favour in thy sight; and let
me not see my wretchedness.

16. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Gather unto me
seventy men of the elders of
Israel, whom thou knowest
to be the eldest of the
people, and officers over
them; and bring them unto
the tent of meeting, that
they may stand there with
thee.

N 2

into the state of celestial life
which has been promised to him
by irrevocable confirmation.

13. And hence he doubts
also the possibility that the
man of the church can enjoy
legitimate natural delight,
perceiving the tendency in
himself to despise what is
heavenly, and to return into
the delights of the merely
natural man;

14. Nor does he conceive,
in that state, that he can be
preserved from evil, accord
ing to order, as from himself,
feeling so strongly his tend
ency to gravitate to .Iower
things.

15. And indeed in that state
he is also disposed to fall into
utter despair of salvation
altogether, and even to reject
the truth which exposes the
opposition of the unregenerate
natural man to the life of
good and truth; but the Lord
in mercy provides consola
tion for the tempted, and
removes the evil which causes
their misery.

16. Also there is further
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving percep
tion to the man of the church,
that, as a consequence of a
state of temptation, holy
truths grounded in good,
acquired by him and adopted
as governing principles, are
arranged into order by the
Lord under heavenly affec
tions of love, charity, and
obedience, and also in sub
ordination to Divine Truth in
general.
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17. And I will come down
and talk with thee there:
and I will take of the spirit
which is upon thee, and will
put it upon them; and they
shall bear the burden of the
people with thee, that thou
bear it not thyself alone.

18. Arid say thou unto
the people, Sanctify your
selves against to-morrow,
and ye shall eat flesh: for
ye have wept in the ears of
the LORD, saying, Who
shall give us flesh to eat?
for it was well with us in
Egypt: therefore the LORD
will give you flesh, and ye
shall eat.

19. Ye shall not eat one
day, nor two days, nor five
days, neither ten days, nor
twenty days;

20. But a whole month,
until it come out at your
nostrils, and it be loathsome
unto you: because that ye
have rejected the LORD

17. That thence there may
be orderly influx from the
Lord, and revelation, these
truths being filled with good
through the medium of Divine
Truth in general, and that
thus the spiritual man may be
able to endure temptations,
and may be confirmed in the
truth that the Lord is wi th
him in all his trials.'

18. Also it is given to the
man of the Spiritual Church
through Divine Truth to per
ceive that truth must be con
joined with good in him to
eternity, and that he shall
have natural delight corre
sponding to what is spiritual,
as the result of victory in his
temptations, in which his state
is opposed to the Divine life,
and in which he is brought
into merely natural delight
through the excitement of
former states of such delight.
And in this way the natural
man shall indeed enjoy legiti
mate natural delights from
the Lord.

19. But the corrupted man
of the church, who desires
natural delights from selfish
love, confirms such delights in
himself successively, first by
voluntary indulgence; sec
ondly, by conjunction with
falsity; thirdly, by the destruc
tion of remains in himself as
to truth and as to good;
fourthly, by fully resisting the
conjunction of truth with good
and of good with truth;

20. And lastly by rejecting
all truth and good to eternity,
even the slightest perception
of the former, this becoming
utterly distasteful, and the

which is among you, and
have wept before him, say
ing, Why came we forth out
of Egypt?

2 I. And Moses said, The
people, among whom I am,
are six hundred thousand
footmen; and thou hast said,
I will give them flesh, that
they may eat a whole month.

22. Sha11 flocks and herds
be slain for them, to suffice
them? or shall all the fish of
the sea be gathered together
for them, to suffice them?

23. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Is the LORD'S
hand waxed short? now
shalt thou see whether my
word shall come to pass unto
thee or not.

24. And Moses went out,
and told the people the
words of the LORD: and he
gathered seventy men of the
elders of the people, and set
them round about the Tent.

25. And the LORD came
down in the cloud, and
spake unto him, and took of
the spirit that was upon
him, and put it upon the
seventy elders: and it came
to pass, that, when the spirit
rested upon them, they pro
phesied, but they did so no
more.

least influence of the latter,
which becomes entirely loath
some, because good from the
Lord cannot abide with evil,
nor truth from Him with
falsity, and merely natural
loves only are desired.

2 I. And he who is in temp
tation, because abundantly in
the affection of natural truth,
and, for the time being, over
come with doubt" cannot per
ceive that the natural man
shall have legitimate natural
delight, and that he shall have
it to eternity.

22. For he thinks that it is
impossible for the natural
man to appropriate charity
and natural good from the
Lord, or to be gratified with
natural truths in all their
fulness.

23. But he receives consola
tion from the thought that the
Divine Omnipotence is con
stant, and that the spiritual
man cannot fail,

24. The result being that
the external man is instructed
in Divine 'Truths; and truths
grounded in good there have
conjunction with the Lord
through the heavens.

25. So that now there is
revelation adapted to the
state, and the influx of good
through Divine Truth with
the man of the church who is
in holy states through re
generation, the consequence
being the full power of teach
ing truths from good, but not
from himself.
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26. But there remained
t\VO men in the camp, the
name of the one was Eldad,
and the name of the other
Medad : and the spirit
rested upon thern : and they
were of them that ·vvere writ
ten, but had not gone out
unto the Tent: and they
prophesied in the camp.

27. Arid there ran a
young man , and told Moses,
and said, Eldad and Medad
do prophesy in the camp.

28. And Joshua the son of
Nun, the minister of Moses,
one of ·his chosen men, an
swered and said, My lord
Moses, forbid them.

29. And Moses said unto
him, Art thou jealous for
my sake? would God that
all the LORD'S people were
prophets, that the LORD
would put his spirit upon
them!

30. And IVloses gat him
into the camp, he and the
elders of Israel.

26. And not : only so, but
the natural love of good and
truth also, having a new
quality, through the ·influx of
interior good, and the con
firmation of good in the
natural man, although dis
tinct from the spiritual love
of good and truth, is alike
endowed with power to teach.

27. And thus the eager
affection of truth in the natural
man, being brought into cor
respondence with the internal,
there is thence the perception
that the regenerated natural
man also has the power to
teach truths.

28. But the natural reason
separated from the Internal,
although designed to minister
thereto, is indignant, conceiv
ing that only the interior must
teach truths.

29. Yet the internal man
perceives both the. ardour
and the error of the natural
Rational,. .and communicates
the perception that Divine
Truth is .freely given to the
natural as well as the spiritual
man .in proportion to his re
ception of Divine Good.

30. And therefore, as the
result of victory in temptation,
it becomes present there both
as to the understanding and

.will.

journey on the other side,
round about the camp, and
about two cubits above the
face of the earth.

32. And the people rose
up all that day, and all the
night, and all the next day,
and gathered the quails: he
that gathered least gathered
ten homers: and they
spread them all abroad for
themselves round about the
camp,

33. While the flesh "vas
yet between their teeth, ere
it .was chewed, the anger of
the LORD was kindled
against the people, and the
lJORD smote the people with
a very great plague.

34. And the name of that
place was called Kibroth
hattaavah : because there
they buried the people that
lusted.

35. FraIn Kibroth-hatta
ayah the people journeyed
unto Hazeroth; and they
abode ·at Hazeroth.

charity and thus as to con
junction with the interiors.

32. And the man of the
church, generally, is elevated
by this gift, appropriating
good in every state of bright
ness as to truths, in every
state of obscurity, and in
every state of the conjunction
of truth with good, everyone,
in fact, being supplied with
remains, and freely acting
as from himself in the acquisi
tion of good.

33. But those who pervert
natural delight by making it
lust throug-h selfishness, and
in its application to life are
averted from the Lord, cause
in themselves the destruction
of remains,

34. And thus induce In
themselves the quality of the
infernals, because they reject
all good and truth through
lust.

35- But he who, in the
course of regeneration is
delivered from such a state,
is brought into one of tem
porary peace and tranquillity
as to externals.

3 I. And there went forth
a wirid from the tORD, and
brought quails from the sea,
and let them .fall' ·by the
camp, about a ·day's journey
on this side, and a day's

3 I. Besides which the spirit
of the Lord freely g ives to
the regenerating man natural
delight also which is the good
of truth, according to states
of instruction as to faith and

REFERENCES AND NOTES

. 1. The people being as murmurers, denotes that now the man 01
the Spiritual Church enters into temptation, and consequently into
cO?1plaint, 835I; it being- evil in the ears of the Lord, denotes that
evils are predominant, and opposed to the Divine Providence, 48391
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3869; when the Lord heard it His anger being kindled, denotes that
the influx of the Divine Life causes aversion on the part of man,
3869, 5798, 6997; the fire of the Lord burning' among them, d.enotes
that evil passions are excited, 5071, 6832; and the fire devounng ~o
the uttermost parts of the camp, denotes that the natural man IS

overcome by lusts, 10,283, 2187, 10,533, 1718, 4236.

2. The people crying unto Moses, denotes that there is a conflict
between the falsity of evil and the Divine Truth of the vVord~ 1259,
2240, 70 10; Moses praying to the Lord, denote.s a strong desire fo.r
deliverance, 2535, 8179, 2001; and the fire abating, denotes that evil
passions are restrained, ,10, 283, 5071.

3. The name of that place being called Taberah, that is burning,
because the fire of the Lord burnt among them, ·den<;>tes that, there
fore, the quality of that state of temptation, and,. gene~all~, of eyery
state of temptation, is known from the love of evil, which IS excited,
and which is directly opposed to the love of good, 145, 2625, 5071,
6832 •

4 By the mixed multitude falling a lusting, is denoted that in
every state o l temptation, falsities and truths, with the man of the
church, appear to be in confusion, because evil is predominant, 2006,
4574, 399'3, 8409"1; by the children of Israel weeping again, is denoted
grief, 29'10 ; and by saying "vVho shall give us flesh. to eat?" is
denoted on account of the desire for merely natural delights on the
one hand, and the restraining power of the truth on the other, 84094,
verv :z. In the literal sense, the grief of the children of Israel was
for the loss of natural delight, but in the internal sense the grief or
weeping and the crying unto Moses denote grief during the conflict
between evil and good.

5. Remembering what happened in Egypt" denotes the memory of
pleasures freely enjoyed in the merely natural state before regenera
tion, 33362, 5276; fishes denote scientifics, 991; cucumbers, and
melons, and leeks and onions, denote the affections of worldly and
selfish love, external and internal; and garlic denotes what stimulates
those affections. This is shown by considering that all these things
were enjoyed in Egypt, 5276, and that the series is from the scientifics
denoted by the fishes. It may be observed also, by a careful perusal
of the articles under each Hebrew term, here translated cucumbers"
melons} leeks} onions and garlic} "in the Biblical Encyclopedias, that
there is little or no doubt that the rendering is correct, and also that
the correspondence OT each term is grounded in the specific character
and use of each thing named; the oily nature of the allii, indicating
a more interior state, than the juicy nature of the cucurbitacice,
458 14 •

6. Their soul being dried away because there is nothing at all,
denotes that, in the state of temptation, there is a strong aversion
from truth and its affections, 8185; and nought but the manna to
look to, denotes that the good of truth is entirely distasteful, 8464.

7. The manna being like coriander seed, and the appearance
thereof as the appearance of bdellium, denotes that yet this good is
from the pure truth of the Word, and is celestial truth from good
with the spiritual man, 852 I, I JO.

8.The people going about and gathering it, denotes that man must
procure the good of truth, as it were by his own exertions, 7115),'

CHAPTER XI

9273; grinding it in mills, or beating it in mortars, denotes arrange
ment into heavenly order by the Lord both as to the understanding
and will, 10,3°3; seething it in pots, denotes adaptation to the state
of man, 8496; making cakes of it.. denotes so as to lead to the
conjunction of goodness and truth, 2177; and the taste of it being
as the taste of fresh oil, denotes that the affection of this good with
the spiritual n1an is similar to the love of good with the celestial
man, 4793, 458 1. The Hebrew word, here translated "fresh" in
the A.V. and R.V., with a note in' the margin of the latter suggest
ing "cakes baked with oil," is in the Lexicon, said to mean ~"1nois

ture "; and "fluid oil" is proposed instead of "fresh oil." Hence
there is evidently a difficulty in the rendering; but since the cakes
clearly denote the good of truth as appropriated by the spiritual
man, and oil denotes the celestial principle of love and charity, 886,
the word translated "fresh," or "fluid," evidently implies, in the
internal sense, the derivation of the good peculiar to the Spiritual
from that peculiar to the Celestial, and the similarity of the former
to the latter. '

9. When the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna
falling upon it, denotes that the good of truth is given when man
is in a state of transition, the peace of this state being the interior
of which the good of truth is the exterior, 8456, 3579.

10. Moses hearing the people weeping throughout their families,
everyman at the door of his tent, denotes that the state of tempta
tion continues, all the powers of the mind being affected by it from
the internal which constitutes the ruling principle to the external
as to every particular, 7010, 2641, 3654, 1259, 2910, 10,549; and the
anger of the Lord being kindled greatly, while Moses also was dis
pleased, denotes that there is aversion from the Lord exceedingly,
and also from the Divine Truth which proceeds from Him, 6997,
10,43 1 •

1I. By Moses saying unto the Lord, is denoted the thought of him
who is in temptation concerning the Divine Gocd, and also concern
ing the Divine Truth, because, in this case, Moses evidently puts on
the representation of the people whom he g-overned, 7041, 2506, 2001 ;
and because, "Wherefore hast thou evil in treated thy servant? and
wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight that thou layest the
burden of all this people upon me?" denotes the thought of him
in temptation that Divine Good and Divine Truth are opposed to
him and are the cause of all his suffering-. For by the Lord evil
intreating anyone is sig-nified his opposition to Divine Good, 2001,
10,618; by not finding- favour in the Lord's sight, is denoted opposi
tion to Divine Truth, 10,563, 10,56q; and by the Lord laying a
burden upon people, is denoted the thoug-ht of those in temptation
that their suffering is from Him, 7104, 7105.

12. By Moses saying, "Have I conceived all this people, and have
I' brought them forth?" is denoted doubt as to the power of the Lord
in man's regeneration as to truth and as to good, 3860, ver. I I ;

by "that thou shouldest say, Carry them in thy bosom as a nursing
father carrieth the sucking child," is denoted doubt as to the Divine
Providence in the church by influx from within, and by instruction
from without, 6960, 10,087, 6740, 6745; and by "unto the land which
thou swarest unto their fathers," is denoted that he who is in the
innocence which belongs to the beginning of regeneration, 6745 6 ,
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may proceed into the state of celestial life, which has been promised
to him by irrevocable confirmation, ~705, 6098, 2842. It is said
above, "by in flux from within and bv instruction from without
through the Word," because to carry in the bosom denotes love,
6q60, and love flows into man from the Lord; and because suckling
denotes the reception of good and truth by an external way, that
is, by instruction, 6745, 3513.

13. "Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people?
For they weep unto me saying, Give us flesh that we may eat,"
denotes that he doubts also the possibility that the man of the
church can en [oy legitimate natural delight, perceiving the tendency
in himself to despise what is heavenly, and to return into the delights
of the merely natural man, 84094, 2187, 2910, 7010.

14. "I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too
heavy for me," denotes that neither does the spiritual man conceive,
in that state, that he can be preserved from evil, according- to order,
as from himself, feeling- so strongly his tendency to gravitate to lower
things, because by not being able to bear .all this people alone. is
denoted that man cannot by himself resist evil, evil being sig-nified
by the desire of the people for flesh, ver. 1~, and because yet, in
temptations, he must resist as from himself, 817q; and by its being
too heavy for him, is denoted that man feels his tendency to lapse
into evil apart from Divine help, 8279.

I.~. "And if thou deal thus with me," denotes that, indeed, in that
state man is also disposed to fall into utter despair of salvation alto
g-ether, as appears from the affection involved in the expression,
and from theimnlication that the Lord is the cause of the temptation,
816~, 8166 "kill me, I pray thee, out of hand," denotes the dis
nosition to reject the truth, because the Lord does not kill or destrov,
but man himself rejects the I ...ord, 7041; "if I have found favour in
thy sig-ht," denotes that the Lord in mercy provides consolation for
the tempted, _~043: and "let me not see my wretchedness;" denotes
that He removes the evil which is the cause of their misery, because
hy the miserable are meant those in temptations, 5042, and by the
I ...ord not lettirur the temnted see their misery, is denoted that he
removes, or remits the evil which is the cause of temptation, 8174.

16. Bv the Lord savinrr unto Moses, is denoted farther revelation
from the Lord by Divine Truth Riving- perception, 2001, 7010, 1822:
bv seventv men of the elders of Israel, are denoted holy truths
grounded in good, 728, 1_~R, 6"~24; by.Moses knowina that they were
elders of the people and officers over them, is denoted that they were
acquired bv the spiritual man and adopted as ruling- principles,
720Q, 65.24, 82J 1 5 ; by their being- gathered unto the Lord, and brought
to the tent 0; meetiruz , is denoted arramzernent by the Lord into
order under the heavenly affections of love, charity, and obedience,
6112, 3"~403; and by their standing- with Moses, is denoted that they
are in subordination to Divine Truth in general, 3136, 7010.

17. By the Lord corninrr down, and talking- wi.th Moses 'there;' l.S
denoted that thence there is orderly influx from the Lord, and .revela
toin, 3084, 2q5I, 7010~ by taking the spirit that was in Mosesand
putting- it unon the elders and officers, is denoted that these truths
are filled with good throug-h the medium of Divine Truth in gen'era'l,
9818, 7010; by their bearing the burden of the people with 'Moses,

is denoted that thus the sniritual man may be able to endure tempta
tions, 7104, 7105; and ·by Moses not bearing- the burden himself alone,
is denoted that the Lord is with him in all his trials, because,
although the literal sense is that Moses would not be alone since he
would have the help of the elders, the internal sense is that the
spiritual man is continually helped by the Lord, Who indeed enables
him to make a proper usc of his subordinate powers, as He enabled
Moses to select the elders, 139.

Observe in the reference the sense in which it was not good for
the 111an to be alone, namely, that he should ascribe his life to himself
only.

18. By saying to the people, "Sanctify yourselves against to
morrow," is denoted the perception that truth must be conjoined with
g-ood, in man, to eternity, 1822, 1259, 8042, 39Q8: by "ye shall eat
flesh," is denoted that he shall have natural delig-ht corresponding
to wh~t is sl?iritual as. the result of victory in his temptations, 843 1 :

bv their having wept In the ears of the Lord, saving, "Who shall
g-ive us flesh to eat?" and" it was well with us in Egypt," is denoted
that, in the state of temptation, man is opposed to the Divine life,
and is broug-ht into merely natural delight through the excitement
of former states of such delig-ht, 2910, ver. 2, 84094, 10,283: and
by the Lord giving- them flesh and their eating, is denoted, in the
best sense, that the natural man indeed enjoys legitimate natural
delights from the Lord, 8431, 2187-

19- But, in the opposite sense, by eating-, is denoted that the cor
rupted man of the church, who desires natural delig-hts from selfish
love, confi~ms such delights in himself successively, 10,283; by eating
one day, IS denoted a state of voluntary indulg-ence, 41492, 19863,
Lt87: by eating- t\VO days, is denoted the conjunction of evil, with
falsity, 5194 ; by eating- five days and ten davs, is denoted the destruc
tion of ren:ains in himself as to truth and as to Rood, 52Q1, 683 ;
and by eattng twenty days, is denoted resistance to the conjunction
of truth with good, and of good with truth, 5194, 5291.

20. By eating a whole month of days, is denoted the rejection of
all tr.uth and ~ood to eternity, 3814; by "u;,til it come out at your
nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you," IS denoted the rejection
o! even the slightest perceotion of truth, this becoming- utterly
distasteful, and the least influence of gnod, which becomes entirelv
loathsome, 462~~ .;62.t;; by "because ye have rejected the Lord which
IS arnonsr you, IS denoted that g-ood from the Lord cannot abide
with evil. 2001; by "because ye have wept before Him," is denoted
that truth from the Lord cannot abide with falsitv, 2Q10, 2001: and
by their saying, "Why came we forth out of Egypt? " is denoted that
merely natural loves only are desired, 52 76. .

21. By Moses is here denoted the man of the church who is in
temptation, 7041; bv the people arnonsr whom he was being six
hundred thousand footmen, is denoted abundance as to natural
tr~ths and their a~ections, J2"~q, 797~h 2162; it is said, "for the time
being overcome WIth doubt," because what Moses says involves and
expresses a state of doubt; and bv the Lord saying, "I will give
t~em flesh that they may eat a whole month," is denoted the percep
tion that the natural man shalt have legitimate natural delight even
to eternity, 2001, 1822, 8431, 38 J4.

.. 22. By "Shall flocks and herds be slain for them to suffice them?"
IS denoted that he who is in temptation thinks that it is impossible



188 THE BOOK OF NUMBERS CHAPTER XI 189

for the natural man to appropriate charity and natural good from
the Lord, 5913, 6126; and by "Shall all the fish of the se~ be
gathered together to suffice then:?" i~ denoted that he ?lso thln~s
it impossible for him to be supplied with natural truths In all their
fulness, 991.

23. The Lord saying unto Moses, "Is the Lord's hand waxed
short? now shalt thou see whether my word shall come .to pass unto
thee or not," denotes that the man of the church receives consola
tion from the thought that the Divine Omnipotence is constant and
that the spiritual man cannot fail, 2001, 2506, 878, 2150, 5075, 4979·

24. Moses going out, and telling the people the \vo~ds.of the Lor?,
denotes the result, namely,. that the external man. IS Instructed In
Divine Truths, 7010, 5337, 1259, 4250; andgathenng seventy men
of the elders of the people, and setting them round about the tent,
denotes that truths grounded in good in the external man, have
conjunction with the Lord through the heavens, 6112, 728, 158,
65·4, 2973, 35403.

25. The Lord corning down in the cloud and spealdI?g unto Moses,
denotes revelation adapted to the state, and the Influx of good
through Divine Truth, J 3084, 8106, 295 1 , 7010; taking of the spirit
that was in Moses and putting it upon the .seventy elders, denotes
influx with the man of the church who is in holy states through
regeneration, 9818, 7010, 728, 6524; and it .conling to .pass that when
the spirit rested upon them they prophesied, but did ~o no more,
denotes that the spiritual man has the full power of teaching heavenly
truths from good, but not from himself, 4979, 2534.

I t is to be noticed here, however, that the Hebrew words trans
lated "but they did ~o no more, ': I?ean that t.hey ~dded no more,
this being the rendering of the. similar expreSSIons. In Deut. v. 22.
But by not adding any more, IS meant, In t~e hter:al sense, that
they did not add to what they then u~tered, and 1.n the Internal s~n.se,

that man is forbidden to add anything from himself to the DIVIne
Truth, or to the Word, as we read in Rev. xxii. 18, which is
explained in l\.R·. 957.

26. There remaining two men in the camp, the name of the one
being Eldad and the name of the other Medad, denotes the natural
love of good and truth having a ne~ quality ~ . f~r two men signify
the conjunction of good and truth In the Spiritual Church, 5194,
7120, name sig-nifies quality, 145., Eldad means loved of God and
therefore signifies good, 2001, and Medad means he that measures,
or the water of love, and therefore signifies truth" 3104, 27°2; the
spirit of the Lord resting upon them, denotes the influence of interior
good, ver. 25; their being of the se~enty tha.t were written, denotes
the confirmation of good, ver. 25, 9386; their not gOIng out to the
tent, denotes the natural love of good and truth as distinguished
from the spiritual, 35403, because both the camp and the ~ent .repre
sented heavenly order) 4236; and the two men prophesying In the
camp,' denotes that the natural love of good and truth is also endowed
with the po\ver to teach, 2534.

27. A young man running and telling Moses that El?-ad and Med~d

prophesied in the catup, denotes that the eager affection of truth In
the natural man, being brought into correspondence with the internal,
there is thence the perception that the regenerated natural man also
has the power to teach truths, 7668, 3804, 7010, 2534, vert 26.

28. Joshua the son of Nun the minister of Moses, and one of his.
chosen men, here denotes the natural reason separated from the
Internal, although designed to minister thereto from good, Io,45~h

10,557, 705 I; and his answering and saying, "My lord Moses, forbid
them," denotes indignation from the consideration that only the
interior must teach truths, 6943, 7010, 5725, 2534.

29. Moses saying unto Joshua, "Art thou jealous for my sake? "
denotes that the internal man perceives both the ardour and the error
of the natural Rational, 1822, 3839; would God that all the Lord's
people were prophets, denotes the communication of the perception
that Divine Truth is freely given to the natural as. well. as ~~e
spiritual man, 7010, 2001, 1259, 2534; and the Lord putting HiS sptrit
upon them, denotes in proportion to the reception of Divine Good,
2001, 9818, 728, 6524.

30. Moses and the elders going into the camp, denotes that there
fore as the result' of victory in temptations, good becomes present
in the natural man as to the understanding and will, 7010, 65.24,
4236, 35403.

3 I. By a wind going from the Lord, is denoted the spirit of the
Lord freely given to the regenerating man, 97; by quails from the
sea falling on the camp, is denoted natural delight which is the
good of truth, 8452, 4236; by a day's journey on this side, and a
day's journey on the other side, denotes according to the states of
instruction as to faith and charity, 1457, 410; and by t\VO cubits
above the face of the earth, is denoted as to conjunction with the
interiors, 5194, 872 , 358.

32. The people rising up all that day and all that" night, and all
the next day and gathering the quails, denotes that the man of the
church, generally, is elevated by this gift appropriating good in
every state of brightness as to truths, in every state of obscurity,
and in every state of the conjunction of truth with good, 2401, 487,
709, 5092, 2091, 9273, 8452; he that gathered least gathering ten
homers, denotes that everyone is supplied with remains, 576, 8540;
and spreading them all abroad for themselves round about the camp,
denotes freely acting, as from self, in the acquisition of good, 4035,
2973, 4236.

33. While the flesh was yet between their teeth ere it was chewed,
denotes those who pervert natural delight by making it lust through
selfishness, 84094, "t4243 , 2187; the anger of the Lord being kindled
against the people, denotes aversion from the Lord on the part of the
wicked, 5798; and smiting the people with a very great plague,
denotes that they cause in themselves the destruction of remains,
10,219.'

34· The name of that place being called Kibroth-hattaavah, or the
graves of lust, denotes that thus the wicked induce upon themselves
the quality of the infernals, 145, 2625, 8452; and because they buried
the people that lusted, denotes because they reject all good and truth
through lust, 4564-

35. The people journeying from Kibroth-hattaavah to Hazeroth,
and abiding there, denotes that he who, in the course of regenera
tion, is delivered from such a state is brought into one of temporary



peace and tranquillity as to externals, ver, 34, 1259, 1457, 327 1 , 7407,

3613. By Hazeroth are meant courts, and therefore it signifies what
IS external, 7407.

The first section of this chapter, as in some other cases, is
evidently a summary of the whole, both in the literal and spiritual
senses, the general subject being the temptations of the spiritual
man, who has advanced from a state of instruction into a state of
light, described in the last chapter by the wilderness of Paran. ~et
us, therefore, carefully reflect upon these temptations, and notice
first that they commence with a state of discontent, advance to a
state of complaining, and culminate in the activity of the lusts of
selfish and worldly love. .

NO\v although It n1ay seem somewhat paradoxical, yet it is a fact
that all temptations take place in a state of more or less spiritual
enlightenment, and in a state of freedom, wherein there is a conflict
between man's selfishness on the one hand, and the truth which
enlightens on the other. Hence, then, in temptations a man's very
life .is at stake, and he must decide, whether he will yield to the
suggestions of his selfishness, or confirm in himself the truth. And
because the truth appears to him to be the cause of his misery in
that state, therefore he is dissatisfied with it; and because his suffer
ings seem to proceed from the Lord, therefore the evils which tempt
are called the' fire of the Lord which burns. But it is said 'to burn
in the first instance only in the uttermost part of the camp, because
the temptation is light. But also, it is said, that when the Lord
heard the murmurings of the Israelites, His anger was kindled;
and it is necessary to understand what this really means in con
nection with OUf spiritual conflicts. For the Lord is never angry,
nor does He listen and hear just as we hear and are angry, because
He is unchangeable love, and is also omniscient. Hence, therefore,
when, in, the Word, it is said that the Lord hears, thereby is meant
His infinite perception of man 's states, and the influx of His love
for man's relief; and when it is said that He is angry, thereby is
meant that the evils of man's life are excited and are the cause of
sufferings. Thus the literal sense of the Word often speaks accord
ing to appearances, in accommodation to our imperfect states. But
still it is very natural that, in our distress, we should appeal to others
\vho can help us, and that they should appeal to the Lord; and it is
a fact that everyone who prays to the Lord for deliverance from
evil, and thus outwardly, and inwardly for the Holy Spirit (Luke
'xi. 10) certainly receives it, since the effect of true prayer is to cause
a state of receptivity in ourselves, by which evil is repelled, the
earnestness of the prayer involving determined resistance to the evil;
and this is from the Lord. And consequently, in the case before us,
it is said, that the fire abated, which evidently signifies that evil
is. restrained; and that a distinct temptation and victory is here
described appears from the special name being given, although
that name describes a quality which belongs to all temptations.
These remarks, therefore, illustrate our first section.

In the first part of the second section, which states that a mixed
multitude fell a lusting, denoting spiritually that, in states of tempta
tion falsities and truths are mixed with man for the time being,
we have an aspect of the subject very interesting, as the study of
it. will enable us to consider how this is the case with ourselves. 'For
we know how very much perplexed we are many a time, as to what
is true and as to what is false, and more than this, as to what it is
right to do, or not to do, under certain circumstances, because con-
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flicting feelings cause obscurity. And thus it is when former delights
ot the merely natural lite are excited in us by the evil spirits who
tempt us, as here described, and represented by the longing of the
lsraelites for the food they had enjoyed in Egypt, and by the 111anna
provided for them in the wilderness becoming distasteful. And what
person who is in the course of regeneration, has not experienced
temptations of this kind, arising from mixed states of good and evil (
Not, indeed, that these can really be mixed, but that they appear
to be so under certain circumstances. And if we read attenuvely
what is said on this very point in the references given, particularly
399; we shall be helped greatly in our present study. But now,
cOInIng to the second part of this section, we cannot but notice that
this second conflict anects the internal as well as the external man,
all the words of Moses indicating this. And two things are here
prominent, which Inay be understood clearly by a reference to human
experience, namely, the indignation of the spiritual man that he
should be required to control and guide the natural as of himself,
and his state of despair in consequence. But, indeed, it is these two
things that may be called the essence of the conflict; for unless
every one was required to contend against his evils as from himself,
he would fail to acquire his own distinct individuality, and to form
his own character; and unless he were reduced to a state of despair
from which he is afterwards delivered by the Lord, he would not be
able to acknowledge with all his heart that all his power to conquer
is from the Lord. And it is remarkable that just in proportion as
he is able to be in genuine humility, just in the same proportion
does he become conscious that, from the Lord, he has a function
that no one else can perform but himself. And this, too, is involved
in the internal sense of ver, IS, because" Kill me, I pray thee, out
of hand," taken in the best sense, signifies the desire of him who
is tempted to reject the life of selfishness, and thus to come into
humility; and H let me not see my wretchedness," signifies that he
earnestly desires to become fully conscious of the heavenly life, in
which he has the" new name which no man knoweth, but he that
receiveth it" (Rev. H. 17), and no wretchedness.

With regard to the third section, which describes the manna, and,
spiritually, the good that man receives from the Lord by means of
truth, we have some interesting particulars; and, first of all, the
very name 'given to this food miraculously supplied to the Israelites,
means "what is it?" And this at once suggests the thought that
man of himself is entirely ignorant of the quality of that good which
comes from the Lord and properly nourishes his soul during
regeneration. But still he knows from the Word that it involves
three things in their order, namely, obedience, charity, and love,
for these really are the manifestation and the essence of "all the law
and th~ prophets" (Matt. xxii, 40). But, again, the manna is said
to be like coriander seed. And in this connection, spiritually, there
are ,two remarkable things; first, the seed corresponds to the Word,
or the truth of the Word (Matt. xiii, 19; Luke viii. II), and, secondly,
the Hebrew word for coriander is gad, which is also the name of
one of the sons of Jacob, and at the same time of an idolatrous
worship. It signifies works both good and evil, and thus, obedience
to the truth in tlie best sense, and also in the opposite sense, for we
read: "They who are in external works from the non-truth which
they believe to be truth, are signified by Gad also in Isaiah, ' Ye
are. they who forsake Jehovah, who forget the mountain of my
holiness, who spread out a table for Gad, and offer a drink. offering
to Meni," where spreading out a table for Gad, stands for being in
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works alone (lxv. I I)," 6404-6405. But it ,nlay be thought that this
word, which means ~~ fortune," or "a troop," or "chance," and cor
responds to works, cannot be identical with that which means the
seed of coriander, and cannot have the, same correspondence; yet
this difficulty disappears, when we remember that the seed was also
the fruit of. this plant, and that although, as a seed, it signi~es
truth still, as a fruit it signifies works, and thus, as we have said,
obedience to the truth. See, however, the articles on the word Gad
in Kitto's Encyclopedia, and also 1873, 7690.

And now, also, there is another consideration. The text does not
say that the manna was coriander seed, but that it was like, it; and
there is a reason for this. It \vas in order to emphasize the fact that
it was a miraculous provision and not some natural production; and
concerning this, too, we have the following positive instruction:
"From these passages it is also evident, that to eat, in the spiritual
sense, signifies to receive in the will and to do, whence comes con
junction. For the Lord by doing the Divine will, conjoined the
Divine wh ich was in Him with His Human, so that He appropriated
the Divine to His Human. It was for the same reason also that
the Lord fed five thousand men, besides women and children, with
five loaves and t\VO fishes, and that after they had eaten, and were
filled, they took up twelve baskets of fragments (Matt. xiv. 15-2 1 ;

John vi. 5, 13, 23); and that He fed four thousand men from seven
loaves and a few fishes (Matt. xv. 32 and, the following verses).
This miracle was performed because the Lord had previously been
teaching them, and because they received and appropriated to them
selves His doctrine. This was what they spiritually ate, from this
the natural eating followed, that is, it flowed in with them out of
heaven unkriown to themselves, as the manna with the children of
Israel. For at the will of the Lord, spiritual food, which is also real
food, but only for spirits and angels, is turned into natural food,
just as it was turned into manna every morning" (A.E. 6174). Here,
therefore, we see how the manna was produced; it was created by
the Lord, instantaneously, according to the law of correspondence;
and that this instantaneous creation can, at any time, take place,
according to the laws of Divine Order, is shown in D.L.vV. 312,

340-342, and in T.e. R. 78. But with regard to the other particulars
in this section, what is said in connection with the references, and
what the passages referred to themselves teach may be sufficiently
illustrative.

The fourth section concerns four things, which are often occurring
in the internal sense, because they enter so much into every state' of
regeneration, and are, of course, varied in every state, and with every
individual. And they naturally follow states of temptation as in
this case. We call attention, however,' to the expressions of the
literal sense, which describes the Lord as if He were like an ordinary
governor giving directions to his subordinates and talking with
them, and moving' from place to place, when yet He does not require
to do so; and this alone may convince us that the holy Word con
tains a spiritual sense, which, so to speak, falls into the literal sense,
and is presented under appearances.. But a great deal more is also
involved; for it is the arrangement n1ade by the Lord, as to our
inner states, and without our knowledge, which produces subordina
tions, not only in -heaven, but on earth, and, indeed, order could not
be maintained without such subordinations; and if we reflect care
fully, we shall discern that order in heavenly societies has very much
to do in producing the happiness of the angels; for perfect associa
tions must contribute very greatly to the increase and extension of '

CHAPTER XI

heavenly delights, where the external is completely conjoined with
the internal man, and where revelation is therefore full and complete,

But the fifth section is exceedingly interesting, because it not only
presen ts us with a contrast between those who confirm themselves in
evil, and those who are fully regenerated by temptations, but it also
shows that even the wicked are brought into their final condition by
an orderly process, as we see particularly from verso 19-20, and that
the good, having experienced the extreme of temptation, also by a
gradual process, afterwards receive adequate satisfaction and con
solation, as is evident from verso 21-23. '

And now it follows, therefore, that in the sixth section is described
the complete arrangement of truths that is the result of victory in
temptation, and the full power given to the natural man as well as
to the spiritual to understand and teach truths. And the particular
points here to be noticed are of great practical i value, We must
acknowledge that all revelation is from the Lord through Divine

·Truth, orthe Word; that it operates through the heavens; that it is
they who are in holy good and truth interior, who first receive it,
and are arranged into order; that the highest principles of life

'descend in an accommodated form j that good as well. as truth
becomes active in the lower spheres, when acknowledged to be' from
,the Lord alone j and that both good and truth, therefore, may fully
· possess the natural degree of man's life. Nor can we fail to see
'here, how wonderfully the names of persons mentioned in the Word
.correspond with the spiritual states which they represent, as in the
case of Eldad and Medad j and also that the natural powers,
although filled with spiritual life, remain distinguished as natural
powers, as represented by these persons, although of the seventy, not
going to the tent, but remaining in the camp. And, moreover, what
a fine and stimulating picture have we here presented of the unselfish
ness of the higher life, and of the comparative weakness of the lower
life as manifested both in the literal and spiritual senses by the
respective actions of the young man, of Joshua, and of Moses! And
lastly, how completely is the full regeneration of the Natural repre
.sented by Moses and all the elders now coming into the camp!
·,May we, therefor.e, earnestly endeavour, while in this our pro
'baticnary state, alike to understand, to love, and to realize all these
things, so that at last we may fully enjoy all natural delights in the
best sense, as described in our seventh section. But on this we do

-riot here enlarge because the series appears clearly from all that
'goes before and from the references; and it will be sufficient if we
fully reflect, for our own spiritual benefit, on the contrast, here also
presented, between the enjoyment of the heavenly life, and the

.infernal delights of the unregenerate, and of those who confirm
: themselves in a life that is merely natural.

o



CHAPTER XII

CHAPTER XII

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. On the opposition of perverted good and perverted truth to
Divine Truth in a state of temptation, verso 1-5.

2. There is revelation in consequence, showing the distinction
between the manifestation of truth to the internal and the external.
or to the celestial and spiritual man, and also that the external man
is averted from the Lord and ceases to recognize the truth, verso 6-9.

3. And then, when truth is revealed without appearances, there is
profanation, which, seen and acknowledged, induces a state of
repentance, verso 10- 12.

4. Consequently, there is, internally, a desire for restoration from
a state of profanation; and revelation is mane that this can only be
removed by regeneration successively, verso 13-16.

4. And the LORD spake
suddenly unto Moses, and
unto Aaron, and unto
Miriam, Come out ye three
unto the tent of meeting.
And they three came out.

5· And the LORD carne
down in a pillar of cloud,
and stood at the door of the
Tent, and called Aaron and.
Miriam: and they both
came forth.

6. And he said, Hear now
my words: if there be a
prophet among you, I the
LORD will make myself
known unto him in a vision,
I will speak with him in a:
dream ..

4. And Divine Love acting
immediately by Divine Truth
particularly scrutinizes oppos
ing principles in the man of
the church by separation from
the Natural, and by the opera
tion' of love and charity
through the heavens. Nor
can this scrutiny be avoided.

5. And also by adapting the
revelation of itself to the state
of man, when he is in the
beginning of regeneration
only, influencing those who
are in perverted states, and
exposing those states ;

6. Giving perception also,
that the power to teach truths
is from the Lord alone, and
that by Him also revelation is
made either in clearness or in
obscurity.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And Miriam and Aaron
spake against Moses be
cause of the Cushite woman
whom he had married: for
he had married a Cushite
woman.

2. And they said, Hath
the LORD indeed spoken
only with Moses? hath he
not spoken also with us?
And the LORD heard it.

3. Now the man Moses
was very meek, above all
the men which were upon
the face of the earth.

I94

I. But now a state of in
terior temptation follows; for
good and truth perverted are
opposed to Divine Truth, be
cause the latter is conjoined
with interior good; and this
conjunction is according to
order.

2. But interior truth and
good perverted, or those who
pervert them, imagine that
they can discern the truth
from themselves; and this is
known to the Lord.

3· Yet Divine Truth from
the Lord immediately, especi
ally induces a state of' humil
ity ; for this is in proportion to
the love and practice of good.
and truth in various degrees ..

7· 1\1y ,servant Moses is
not so; he is faithful in all
mine house:

8. With him "Will I speak
mouth to 'mouth, even mani
festly, and not, in dark
speeches; and the form of
the LORD shall he behold:
wherefore then were ye not
afraid to speak against my
servant, against Moses?

9· And the anger of the
LORD was kindled against
them; and he departed.

02

7· But that those who have
the Divine Law inscribed on
their hearts, like the celestial,
or like the Lord in His Human
on earth, on account of the
conjunction of truth with good
perceive truth immediately, .

8. And thus they are most
of all in truths and least in
appearances, discerning that
Divine Truth is the expression
of Divine Good; and conse
quently the Spiritual, who can
not thus perceive truths im
mediately, should fear to
claim to themselves this power
or to ascribe truth to them
selves.

9· For by so doing they are
averted from the Lord exceed
ingly; and His truth ceases to
be known at all to them....
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10. And the cloud re
moved from over the Tent;
and, behold, Miriam was
leprous, as tzvhite as snow:
and Aaron looked upon
Miriam, and, behold, she
was leprous.

I I. And Aaron said unto
Moses, Oh my lord, lay not,
I pray thee, sin upon us, for
that we have done foolishly,
and for that we have sinned ..

10. And even when it is re
vealed to those in such a state
without appearances, then it is
discovered that they profane
it; and this is made manifest
to those who are in tempta
tion.

I I. And thence repentance
follows; prayer for remission
is made;' and confession that
to claim 'the power of discern
ing truths frorn and for the
sake of self is not only foolish
but wicked.

up without the camp seven
days: and the people jour
neyed not till Miriam was
brought in again ..

16. And afterward the
people journeyed from Ha
zeroth, and pitched in the
wilderness of Paran ,

of profanation is only removed
by regeneration successively,
and every such state, so long
as it lasts, retards spiritual
progress.

16. But when the state of
temptation is past, then there
is progress from a state of
comparative obscurity to a
state of spiritual light from
the Divine Human by the con
junction of truth with good
producing alike charity inter
nally and the beauty of truth
externally.

12. Let her not, I pray,
be as one dead, of whom the
flesh is half consumed when
he cometh out of his
mother's womb.

13. And Moses cried unto
the LORD, saying, Heal her,
·D God, I beseech thee.

14. And the LORD said
unto Moses, If her father
had but spit in her face,
should she not be ashamed
seven days ? let her be shut
up without the camp seven
days, and after that she shall
be brought in again ..

IS. And Miriam was shut

12. Also a strong desire is
felt to avoid spiritual death,
and especially such spiritual
death as deprives the spiritual
man of good through the en..
tire corruption of truth by pro..
faning it,and thus preventing
rege.neration,

13. Whence it follows, that
the man of the church inmostly
desires the restoration of good
through 'the medium of genu
ine truth.

14. But perception is given
from Divine Good, that even
when interior good is but
vitiated slightly by falsity
from selfish love, the con
sciousness of sin and of the
necessity of purification by re
generation are present; how
much more then is this the
case when there is the profan
ation of good and truth! It
must needs be therefore, that
while any vestige of profana
tion remains with man, he is
excluded from heaven, and
that only .when he is fully re
generated can he enter therein.

IS. Hence, then, the state

REFERENCES A~D NOTES

1. By Miriam and Aaron speaking against Moses, is denoted a
state of interior temptation, because Miriam, whose name means
exalted, the mistress of the sea, or the bitterness of the sea, here
signifies the good of faith perverted, and Aaron signifies the truth
of faith perverted, 8337, 8271, 1936, 28, 8349; and by H because of the
Cushite woman whom he had married: for he had married a Cushite
woman;" is denoted because the latter is conjoined with interior
good, and that this conjunction is according to order. For Moses
denotes Divine Truth, 7°10; marriage denotes the conjunction of
truth with good, or of ,good with truth according to the subject,
48232; a Cushite, or Ethiopian woman, denotes "those who are in
possession of celestial things, which are love, charity, and the works
of charity," in this case charity, because this is the interior good of
the Spiritual Church, 3492 ; and Moses having married the Cushite,
or Ethiopian, woman, is said to be according to order, because the
Lord regenerates man by means of Divine Truth conjoined with
Divine Good flowing into the heavens, or into the mind of man
which is to become a heaven, 9408, 83°9; and because Divine Truth
is the very order of the Lord's universal kingdom, and Divine Good
is the very essential of that order, 1728. In the celestial 'heaven,
therefore, the Cushite woman is celestial good as received by the
angels there, and in the spiritual heaven it is spiritual good, or
charity as received by the angels there, while with the man of the
church it is love or charity, by which the Lord as Divine Truth, or
the Divine Human, is conjoined with him and he is reciprocally
conjoined with the Lord.

2. By" Miriam and Aaron saying, is denoted the thought or
imagination of perverted good and truth, 2506; by "Hath the Lord
spoken only with Moses?" and" Hath He not spoken also with us?"
is denoted the apparent discernment of Divine Truth from the Lord,



7. By the Lord's servant Moses, are denoted those who perceive
truth immediately, having the Divine Law inscribed on their hearts,
like the celestial, or like the Lord in His Human on earth, 5161,
3°19 ; and his being faithful in all the Lord's house, denotes the con
junction of truth with good, 34, 2233.

8. The Lord speaking with Moses mouth to mouth; manifestly
and not in dark speeches, denotes that thus they are most of all in
truths, and least of all in appearances, 2001, 2951, 6987, 1860, 589;
beholding the form of the Lord, denotes that Divine Truth is the
expression of Divine Good; 3094, 4985; and being afraid to speak

while yet it was from themselves as the affection in the words, and
the context clearly show, 2001, '2951, 7010; and by the Lord hearing
it, is denoted that this is known and provided against by the Lord,
by permitting man to suffer the consequences of his vain imagina
tions, as the context, in the internal. sense, also shows, 3869.

3. The man Moses belng very meek above all the men that were
upon the face of the earth, denotes that Divine Truth immediately'
from the Lord, especially induces a state of humility, in proportion
to the love and practice of good and truth, in various degrees; for
by the rnari Moses is particularly denoted Divine Truth as distin
guished from all human affections in man; or the Divine Human
as distinguished from all finite 111en , 91441°, by, his being very meek,
is denoted a state of humility exceedingly, 1937, 10,646; and by
H above all the men that were upon the face of the earth," or more
strictly, the ground, is denoted the greatest degree of humility as is
evident, 6866, 10,570. Note that the Hebrew 'word for man, as
applied to Moses, is ish, because he represents Divine '[ruth; and as
applied the second time is adam, this term having- r-eference to affec
tion or good, 49, 7 120, 158, 160.

, 4. The Lord speaking- suddenly unto Moses, denotes Divine Love
acting immediately by Divine Truth, 2001, 2951, 7010, 2406; Moses
denotes Divine Truth by which there is scrutiny, 7010; Aaron and
Miriam denote the opposing principles in the church, or. in the human
mind, ver. 1; their coming out, denotes separation from the Natural,
implying that man in temptation lTIUSt be elevated and separated from
his evil in order that he may be enlightened, and see its true nature,
]853; and to the tent of meeting, denotes operation through the
heavens, 35403; while by their actually corning out is denoted that
this scrutiny cannot be avoided, because it was the effect of the Divine
operation, 295 I.

5. The Lord corning down in a pillar of cloud, denotes adaptation
to the state of 111an, 8106; standing at the door of the tent of meeting,
denotes the Lord's presence with those in the beginning of regenera
tion, 3136, 2356, 35403; calling Aaron and Miriam, denotes influenc
~'ng those in perverted states, 6°47, ver. 1; and their coming forth,
denotes the exposure of those states, 5934-

6. The Lord saying, "Hear now my words," denotes perception
that the power to teach truths is from the Lord alone, 1822, 3869,
1288; a prophet denotes one who teaches, 2534; and the Lord making
Himself known in a vision unto him, and speaking unto, him in a
dream, denotes that by the Lord all revelation is made either in
clearness or in obscurity, 2001, 683, 1970, 6000.

'against the Lord's servant, against Moses, denotes that the spiritu~l,
who cannot thus perceive truths immediately, should fear to claim
to themselves this power, or to ascribe truth to themselves, because,
in this· case, Miriam and Aaron in respect to Moses, denote the
'Spiritual in respect to the Celestial, and t~eir sp.e~king agail1:st the
Lord's servant, signifies not acknowledging DIVIne Truth imme-
'diately,proceeding from. and ?onjoine~ with. Divine Good, 5 I6 I! 3° 19,"
'but on the contrary being disposed, In their state of temptation, to
ascribe it to themselves, ver. 1.

9. The anger of the Lord being kindled aga.inst Miria~ . and
Aaron, and His departing, denotes that, by so dOl?g, the Spiritual
are averted from the Lord exceedingly; and that HIS truth ceases to
'be known at all to them, 5798, 5827.

10. By the cloud renl0vingfrom over the Tent, is ?~noted .the
revelation of the truth without appearances, 8106; by Miriam being
leprous as white as snow, is denoted the ~r?fana~ion of truth, 696~,
8459,4°07; and by Aaron looking up?n M1nan:, IS denot~d that this
is made manifest to those who are In temptation, that IS, they are
shown that by claiming the truth for themselves they profane it, 2 ISO.

i 1. Aaron saying unto Moses, denotes perception from Divine
Truth, 1822; H Oh, my lord," denotes the acknowledgment that
Divine Truth revealed from the Lord involves good, 3049 j "lay not,
I pray thee, sin upon us," denotes prayer for remission, 2535; and
H for, that we have done foolishly and for that we have sinned,"
denotes confession that to claim the power of discerning truths from
and for the sake of self, is not only foolish but wicked, vers. I, 2,
7589, 683.

12. "Let her not, I pray thee, be as one dead, of whom the flesh
is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb," denotes
a strong desire to avoid spiritual death, 81, 2908, and especially such
spiritual death as deprives the spiritual man of good through .the
entire corruption of truth through profaning it and thus preventing
regeneration, 780, 9488, 10,43 1, 6963, 4904.

, 13. Moses crying unto the Lord, and saying, "Heal her, 0 God,
1 beseech Thee," denotes that the man of the church inmostly desires
the restoration of good through the medium of genuine truth, 7010,
2535, 8337, 6502.

14. The Lord saying unto Moses.. denotes perception gi~en. from
Divine Good, 2001, 1822, 7010; "If her father had but spit In her
face should she not be ashamed seven days?" denotes that even when
interior good is but vitiated slightly by falsity from selfish love, the
consciousness of sin, and of the necessity for purification by regenera
tion are present, 37032°, 6669 6 , 48354, Lev. xv, 8, 358, 213, 2044;
and "let her be, shut out of the camp seven days and after that let
her be brought in again," denotes" how much more is this the case
when there is the profanation of good and truth!" And that it must
needs be that while any vestige of profanation remains with man,
he is excluded from heaven, and that only when he is fully regener
ated can he enter therein, 6963, 4236, 2°44-

. 15. Miriam being shut up without the camp seven days, denotes that
the state of profanation is only removed by regeneration successively)
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verso I, 2, 6963, 2044, 4236; and the people not journeying until she.
was brought in again, denotes that every such state, SQ long as it
lasts, retards spiritual progress, 1259, 3654, 1457. .

16. The people afterwards journeying from Hazeroth, and pitching
in the wilderness of Paran , denotes that when the state of ternpta
tion is past, then there is progress from a state of comparative
obscurity to a state of spiritual light from the Divine Human by the
conjunction of truth with good producing alike charity internally and
the beauty of truth externally, 1457, 3271, 7407, 1616, 2708, 2714.
chap. x. 12. .

In beginning to review this short but interesting chapter, we nlay
reflect for a moment that the temptations of the spiritual man take
place in a series and successively, as all that goes before and follows
in the book of N umbers clearly indicates. And the same truth is
evident also from the account of the Lord's temptations as described
in the gospels. For as in regeneration we must have first the blade,'
then the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear, so the temptations
endured must be first external, then interior, and lastly internal, since
according to his consciousness, man is first in natural truths, then
in spiritual truths, and lastly in celestial truths; and besides tltis,
his evils are successively manifested to him according to the degree
of truth in which he is. Now this appears in the series before us,
since the three states of conflict represented respectively, by the Israel...
ites lusting for flesh, by the trouble of Moses in consequence, and
now by a still greater trial, clearly denote temptations more and more
interior. And hence we see that what is spiritually described in our'
first section is an interior temptation.

But let us consider the case as history, in the first place, and even'
in this respect we have important instruction. For it is a pre
dominant thought, with many, that in the sight of the Lord, all men
are upon equality; 'that He is quite impartial; and that He does not
withh.old His benefits from any, whether they be rich or poor, or of
low birth or noble birth, as far as their worldly position is concerned.
A~d this, of course, is true. But there is another way of regarding
this n:atter. While the Lord is impartial, and desires equally the
salvation of all, yet all are not alike, and, in fact, no two human
beings are alike; and consequently all cannot receive from the Lord
the same benefits equally, but each according to his state and
capacity. And hence it really happens, that not everyone, or any
one, can .be a prophet or receive revelation as a particular instructor
of mankind ; and that the Lord appoints persons for this purpose,
who are best adapted for the precise kind of revelation to be made.
For He knows the capacities of all men, and leads each into his
proper function. Now we see from these thoughts that even
literally, Miriam and Aaron reasoned falsely; for they we're' not
capable of performing the duties, for which Moses was particularly
fitted.

But in this case, what is naturally true is so because it is spiritually
true. For although all regenerated persons are equally images and
likenesses of the Lord, no two are adapted for the same heavenly use.
R~c:urringnow, ho\vever~ to the. temptation here described, by
M!r!am and Aaron speaking .against Moses, and observing that
M!nam denotes the good of faith perverted, and Aaron the truth of
faIt~ perverted, while Moses denotes .Divine Truth immediately pro
ceeding from the Lord, we may easily see that this concerns that
state of the man of the church in which he is disposed to claim to

himself the power to rule in spiritual things from selfish love. And
how much mischief this evil has caused in the churches of former
times, and also in the corrupted Christian Church, may be known
from the history of those churches. But it is said that Miriam and
Aaron acted as they did, because Moses had married a Cushite, or
Ethiopian woman, who signifies the celestial things of love, charity,
and good works therefrom. And is it not evident, that persons of the
character here described, who act from selfish love, greatly despise
the very things that constitute the true 'church? Hence, therefore,
we see how truly the internal sense of the Word describes human
life and experience. But another thing that is peculiar to those who
aspire after dominion in spiritual things is, that they do not openly
deny the Lord and the Word, as we read that neither did Miriam
and Aaron. On the contrary, they claim to themselves the authority
of the Lord and the Word. And then how finely does the next verse
set before us the character of the true prophet, and of the Lord Him
self in His Human. For He only could wisely and lovingly say,
"Learn of Me for I am meek, and lowly of heart, and ye shall find
rest unto your souls" (Matt. xi. 29). And, moreover, we see here
how truly Moses was a representative of the Lord.. But now we are
told, the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and we pause to think of
thrs. The Lord does nothing suddenly, or in a hurry, and although
He says in one place, "Behold, I come quickly" (Rev. xxii. 7, 12),

yet seventeen hundred and fifty-seven years elapsed between His first
and second advent (L. J., 45). Suddenly, or immediately, or quickly,
therefore, in the internal sense, signifies certainly, and expresses the
Lord's ardent love 'for the salvation of men, and also His continual
operation for that purpose. Judgment is always taking place; and
whenever men do wrong their sin 'is surely found out. Miriam and
Aaron could not escape the scrutiny of Divine Truth, nor can any
man ever do so. And also, as far as good men are concerned, who
are in temptation, it is necessary that their evil tendencies should
be revealed to them. Hence, therefore, we see the spiritual meaning
of verso 4-5, both as regards general and particular judgrnents : and
it is also evident that the Lord coming down in a pillar of cloud, is
significative of His second coming, as the reference shows.

And again, the next section enables us still further to see the
analogy between this particular case of exploration, or scrutiny, and
what takes place at the Lord's appearance for the establishment of
a new church. For this does not mean His personal coming in the
clouds of the earthly sky, but the revelation of Divine Truth (H.H.,
I), and particularly of the central doctrine of the church, or of the
Divine Human, here represented by Moses, with whom the Lord
spoke manifestly and not in dark speeches. For now it is known
from the Word, that the Human Nature of the Lord is one with the
Divine, and is the full manifestation of the Divine, so that, in Jesus,
God is man, and man is God in one Divine Person. It is true,
indeed, that the Lord actually did speak to Moses, as here described,
by means of an angel, who, for the time being was filled with the
Divine Life, his own individuality being quiescent, and that thus he
spoke as the Lord ; and the reason is, because Moses represented,
on such occasions, in the highest sense, the Divine. Human, and
in the lower senses, the celestial or spiritual man, as the case might
be; and certainly, it was not because Moses himself was superior to
all other men; and it is of great consequence that we should
remember this. And also, we must remember that the Lord thus by
His second coming, has, through the Word, exposed the great evil
and error of those who, in the Christian Church, presume to claim



202 THE BOOK OF NUMBERS CHAPTE'R XII 203

the po\ver of opening and shutting heaven. These considerations,
therefore, will clearly show us the deep significance of what is
involved in the supreme sense in this section, and at the same time
illustrate the internal sense as regards the man of the Spiritual
Church. And now, consequently, the last verse of the section shows
that all who would ascribe the truth to themselves, and assume
powers, -»hich belong only to the Lord, thereby separate themselves
from Him. For in very truth, He does not depart from man, but it
is the wicked who, of their own free will, separate themselves from
Him, because they cannot bear the intensity of the Divine Love, or
the surpassing splendour of the Divine Truth. And for this. reason
it is that His love appears to them as anger kindled against them;
and that, in the Word, anger is frequently ascribed to Him, that
the natural man, in his early states of life, may be induced, even
through fear, to desist from his evils.

Having thus seen the consequences of the revelation signified by
the Lord corning down in a pillar of cloud as far as the wicked are
concerned, we turn to consider its effects with regard to the re
generating 111an. And here t\VO things attract our attention, that is,
the lifting up of the cloud, and the leprosy of Miriam, With regard
to the former, it might at first sight appear to denote the withdrawal
of Divine aid, because it happened in consequence of the Lord's
departure. And, in fact, as far as the wicked are concerned, it does
represent the removal of truths from them because they themselves
reject the Word, even as to its literal sense signified by the cloud.
But with -regard to the good, the raising of the cloud, as we have
before seen, denotes progress, and thus, as it is 'said, the removal of
appearances, and the manifestation of interior Divine truths in the
spiritual sense of the Word, For the revelation of these particularly
distinguishes the corning of the Lord, not only in the general sense,
by .means of a Revelator appointed for the purpose, but also in a
particular sense by perception given to the ministers and members
of the church individually. And, secondly, do \VC not all know very

. well, that it is the function, so to speak, of the Word, to reveal to
man his real character when he is disposed to attribute the truth to
himself', or in other words to profane the truth, which profanation
is denoted by leprosy. And S0 then, it happened that, when the cloud
was raised Miriam was leprous. But a very natural question Gomes
in here. Why was it Miriam who was leprous, and why not Aaron
as well? For surely he sinned as Miriam did! The answer appears
to be twofold, Miriam and Aaron respectively, denote the good of
faith and the truth of faith, and thus the will and the understanding
of the regenerating man. But it is the will that constitutes the
person primarily, and only the understanding so far as it agrees
with the will, and therefore it was Miriam who was leprous; and
besides this, truth considered distinctly, although it is said to' be
profaned when it is applied to selfish purposes, is still the truth even
if it is wrongly used, and thus Aaron was not leprous. Also note,
that the profanation of truth, signified by leprosy, is its perverted
use by an affection external to itself, that is, by a selfish affection;
and the new will of the spiritual man is an internal affection im
planted in the understanding; and hence we find that it is Aaron
who makes the double confession by saying, "\ve have done fool
ishly," which is a fault of the understanding, and" we have sinned,"
which is an act of the will. And thus we see how, in spiritual
temptation, the corrupt will, and the new will are both active, and
that there is profanation when the natural will prevails, or pre
dominates, and repentance when the new will does' so. And now

consider the entreaty of Aaron. For the spiritual man may here
~ruly fear spiritual de3;th, that kind of spiritual death, namely, which
IS caused by profanation. But read all the passages referred to in
connection with ver. 12, and also remember that spiritual death,
which is caused by profanation, is attended by much suffering to
the subject of it, because the vastation of such persons is more diffi
cult; and it is necessary that everyone who thus confirms himself
in evil, should finally reject truths altogether, not only that he may
have less suffering, but that he may be prevented from doing injury
to the good by continuing in the intermediate state. But now we
must consider the last section.

And the predominant ,general thought that arises out of the
spiritual sense here is, that he who is regenerated, cannot enter
heaven so long as the least remains of falsity from evil are active
with him; while the great lesson we have to learn is, that we must
be most particular in our daily lives, not to allow merely natural

. motives to contaminate our love of the truth. To this we are stimu
lated particularly by the study of ver. 14. But another thing here
taught is ~lso of great practical importance, Regeneration is re
tarded by Indulgence in evil; and also the whole church is checked
in its progress by the persistence of certain forms of evil and error,
which is described by the people not journeying so long as Miriam
remained out of the camp, because without the good of faith there
can be no advance. And the advance here, is from the comparatively
obscure state denoted by Hazeroth into the comparatively clear one
represented by the wilderness of Paran, as the correspondence of each
name shows. But we shall discover as we proceed, that the general
progress of man in regeneration, involves many fluctuations between
good and evil, so that sometimes he may appear not only to make
no progress, but even to glide back into former states of discontent
and evil and error, as indeed we SR\V in the last chapter.
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CHAPTER XIII

them men who were heads
of the children of Israel.

4. And these were their
names: of the tribe of Reu
ben, Shammua the son of
Zaccur.

such as are in those essential
but general truths from which
all others are derived.

4. And the quality of these
general truths is as follows:
of those who are in faith in
the understanding, such as
obey the truth received into
the memory;

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. On self-examination, by means of truths, and by means of Divine
light from the Lord's Divine Human, of the inmost of his life by
man, verso 1-3.

2. Concerning the general truths by which this examination is
effected, vers. 4-16.

30 The extension of it is from where truth and good are in obscurity
and coldness through the multiplication of truths advancing to a
zealous state of natural good and its truths confirmed in ultimates,
verso 17-21. '

40 It leads, also, by means of interior light and perception to the
discovery of persuasions of falsity from the pride of selfish love, as
well as to the perception of. charity in its general form of natural
truth and natural good, involving a complete state of trial and
temptation, verso 22-25.

50 The effect of this examination, through instruction, upon the
evil and upon the good, verso 26-33.

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Send thou men, that
they may spy out the land
of Canaan, which I give
unto the children of Israel:
of every tribe of their fathers
shall ye send a man, every
one a prince among them.

3. And Moses sent them
from the wilderness of Paran
according to the command
ment of the LORD: all of

2°4

I. Further, there is revela
tion from the Lord by Divine
Truth giving perception con
cerning inmost temptations.

2. That the man of the
church should, by means of
truths, examine his inmost life
which ought to be a form of
heaven; and that this ex
amination is to be effected by
the universal .and primary
truths of the church,

3. Also by means of ·the
Divine light of truth, received
from the Lord's Divine
Human, although obscurely,
for this flows in and enlightens

s. Of the tribe of Simeon,
Shaphat the son of Hori.

6.' Of the tribe of Judah,
Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

7. Of the tribe of Issa
char, Igal the son of Joseph.

8. Of the tribe of
Ephraim, Hoshea the son
of Nun.

9. Of the tribe of Benja
min, Palti the son of Raphu.

10. Of the tribe of Zebu
lun, Gaddie! the son of
Sodi.

I I. Of the tribe of Joseph,
namely, of the tribe of Ma
nasseh, Gaddi the son of
Susie

5. Of those who are in the
will of good, such as judge
concerning truths although
obscurely;

6. Of those who are in love
and· charity, such as perceive
truth from good;

7. Of those who are in
mutual love, or conjugial love,
such as from that love, may
be redeemed and enriched with
the good of the Spiritual
Church;

8. Of those who are in the
new understanding of truth,
such as bring salvation per
petually;

9. Of those who are in truth
from good which is a medium,
such as deliver man from evil
through the power of the truth
which heals all spiritual dis ..
eases;

10. Of those who are in the
heavenly marriage, such as
are in good works from the
confirmation of truth and
good;

I I. Of those who are in the
new will of good, such as are
in good works from the under
standing of truth;
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12. Of the tribe of Dan,
Ammiel the son of Gemalli.

13. Of the tribe of Asher,
Sethur the son of Michael.

14. Of the tribe of Naph
tc:1i, Nahbi the son of Voph
S1.

15. Of the 'tribe of Gad,
Geuel the son of Machi.

16. These are the names
of the men which Moses
sent to spy out the land.
And Moses called Hoshea
the son of Nun Joshua.

17. And Moses sent them
to spy out the land of
Canaan, and said unto them,
Get yOll up this way by the
South, and go up into the
mountains:

18. And see the land,
what it is; and the people

12. Of those who are in the
affirmation of truth, such as
are in the love of truth for the
sake of reward;

13. Of those who are in
natural delight, such as are
in truth from good on the
natural plane;

1.4. Of those who are in
resistance to evil in the
natural man, such as are in
the strength of good in the
natural man which does not
appear;

IS. Of those who are in
good works in the natural
man, such as are in the power
of truth from good.

16. These are the general
truths by means of which, in
subordination to Divine Truth,
man must examine himself;
but the quality of the truth
which leads him to do this
successfully is truth which
delivers him by leading to
good in the beginning; while
truth proceeding from the
Lord and bringing salvation,
fully, delivers him in the end.

17. But it is the duty of
man, from or according to
Divine Truth, to examine his
own quality, and his capacity
for the heavenly life; and per
ception is given to him that
he should do this by means of
the universal truths of the
Word, in a state of enlighten
ment from the Lord, and
under the influence of Divine
Love.

18. And a man must scrutin
ize his own spiritual state both

that dwelleth therein,
whether they be strong or
weak, whether they be few
or many;

19. And what the land is
that they dwell in, whether
it be good or bad; and what
cities they be that they dwell
in, whether in camps, or in
strong holds;

20. And what the land is,
whether it be fat or lean,
whether there be wood there
in, or not. And be ye of
good courage, and bring of
the fruit of the land. Now
the time was the time of the
firstri pe grapes.

21. So they went up, and
spied out the land from the
wilderness of Zin unto Re
hob, to the entering in of
Hamath ,

22. And they went up by
the South, and came unto
Hebron; and Ahiman, She
shai, and Talmai, the chil
dren of Anak, were there.
(Now Hebron was built
seven years before Zoan in
Egypt.)

23. And they came unto
the valley of EshcoI, and cut

as to truth and as to good, or
.as to form and as to life,
internally, interiorly, and ex
ternally;

19. And also what it is in
ultimates .as to good or evil,
and as to truth or falsity
there;

20. And .lastly as to the
specific quality of his affec
tions of good and truth, and
as to the presence of ultimate
good from the Lord. And all
this is to be done with zeal
and determination, and with
particular reference to the
quality of charity, as embodied
in actions, even at the begin
ning of regeneration.

21. And the extension of
this searching examination is
from where truth and good
are in obscurity and coldness,
through the multiplication of
truths, to a zealous state of
natural good, and its truths
confirmed in ultimates.

22. It involves also a state
of spiritual light from the
good of the Spiritual Church
giving interior perception, and
then leads to the discovery of
interior persuasions of falsity
from the pride of selfish love,.
having reference to the will,
understanding, and actions.
But the interior good of the
church which is celestial, is
insinuated into man in infancy,
before he is consciously in
scientifics or knowledges;

23. Whence he has a per
ception, according to his state,
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down from thence a branch
with one cluster of grapes,
and they bare it upon a staff
between two; they brought.
also of the pomegranates,
and of the figs.

24. That place was called
the valley of Eshcol, because
of the cluster which the
children of Israel cut down
from thence.

25. And they returned
from spying out the land at
the end of forty days.

26. Arid they went and
came to Moses, and to
Aaron, and to all the con
gregation of the children of
Israel, unto the wilderness
of Paran, to Kadesh; and
brought back word unto
them, and unto all the con
gregation, and shewed them
the fruit of the land.

27. ~nd they told him,
and said, W e came unto the
land whither thou sentest
us, and surely it floweth
wi.th. milk and honey; and
this IS the fruit of it,

28. Howbeit the people
that dwell in the land are
strong, and the cities are
fenced, and very great: and

of the principle of good or
charity in its general form,
even when that state is low. . .,
supporting It by the literal
sense of the Word with all
the power of the will and
understanding; and thence
also. he has natural truth and
natural good.

24. And indeed, charity is
manifested in the literal sense
of the . Word in general; and
from It the general idea of
charity is procured by the man
of ,the Spiritual Church,

25. And besides this, self..
examination involves also a
complete state of trial and
temptation.

26. And this leads to the
confirmation of Divine Truth
and Divine Good; and of the
truths of the church thence
~erived in a state of spiritual
light from the Divine Human
wh.ich is a holy state, and
which affords interior evidence
to the man of the church in
ternal and external of the
're~ity of I?ivine and heavenly
thing's which may be mani
fested in the exercises of faith
and charity;

27. And that thus the ex
ternal n:an, ~oth as to thought
and, WIll, IS brought into
harmony with the internal
and r,<:alizes that the heavenly
state IS also one of the good
of truth, and of delight as
expressed in all good works.

28. But the merely natural
man is also fully impressed
with the difficulty of over
coming the evils, and falsities
by which evil is defended,

moreover we saw the chil
dren of Anak there.

,:'29. Amalek dwelleth in
the land of the South: and
the Hittite, and the Jebusite,
and the Amorite, dwell in
the mountains: and the
Canaanite dwelleth by the
sea, and along by the side
of Jordan.

30,' And Caleb stilled the
people before Moses, and
said, Let us go up at once,
and possess it; for we are
well able to overcome it.

31. But the men that went"
up with him said, We be
not able to go up against
~he people; for they are
stronger than we,

32. ~nd they brought up
an evil report of the land
which they had spied out
unto the children of Israel,
saying, The land, through
:vh ich 'Ye have gone to spy
It out, IS a land that eateth
up the inhabitants thereof·
and ~ll .the people that w~
~?-w In It are men of great
stature.

33. And there we saw the
Nephilirn, the sons of Anak
. '

fully discerning the strength
of the persuasions of pride
from selfish love,

29. Of the delusions of
falsities from interior evil of
the. corrupte.d principles' in
which there IS yet something
of good, of falsifications in
which there is yet something
of truth, of interior evils in
general, and of external wor
ship, without internal which
prevails with the natural man
both as to his affections and
thoughts.

. 30. He who is' in the prin
ciple of good, however, dis
ce.rns. the harmony of external
WIth Internal truth, is elevated
above merely natural con
siderations, and is sure that
good will triumph,' because'
power is given to overcome
evil; ,

. 3 1 • While they who are not'
In good" and yet appear to be
so ou~wardly, are t;nwilling to'
en~er into the conflicts against
evil and error, conceiving that'
selfish love and its falsities are
all-powerful.

32 • Moreover, they mis
represent the good and truth
of the Spiritual Church, which'
they can yet discern through
their understandings, being
persuaded that what is called
g~od is in reality consuming
evil, and that. what is called
truth is opposing falsity.

33. And more than all that:
the doctrines of the /Spi'ritual
Church are not inconsistent
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

2. By sending men that they may spy out the land of Canaan
is denoted that the man of, the church should, by means of truths,
examine his inmost life, which ought to be a form of heaven, 2374.
2397, 27145 , 19092 , 3705, 8899; and by a man of every tribe of their
fathers being sent, every man a prince among them, is denoted that
this examination is to be effected by the universal and primary truths
of the church, 2374, 3858, 370312.

3. Moses sending them from the wilderness of Paran denotes by
means of the Divine light of truth received from the Lord's Divine
Human, although obscurely, 7010, 2397, 2714, 2708; according to the
commandment, or mouth of the Lord, denotes by influx and
enlightenment, 8560; and all of them being men who were heads of
the children of Israel, denotes that those are the essential but general
truths fr-om which all others are derived, 2374, 3728, 3654.

4. These being their names, denotes that such is the quality of
those general truths, 145; and of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur•.
denotes, those who are in faith in the understanding, and who obey
the truth received into the memory, because by Reuben is denoted
faith in the understanding, 3863; Shammua means he that is heard,
and therefore he denotes obedience; 2542; and Zaccur means ,what
relates to the m emory, and thus denotes truths received into the
memory, 5130.

5. Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori, denotes of
those who are in the will of good, such as judge concerning truths
although obscurely, because by Simeon is denoted the will of good"
3869; Shaphat means judging} and therefore he denotes one who
judges concerning truths, 2258; and Hori means a dweller' in a cave, ,
and thus he denotes obscurity, 2935.

6. 0 f the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh, denotes .of
those who are in love and charity, such as perceive truth from good,

which come of the Neph
ilim : and we were in our
own sight as grasshoppers,
and so we were in their
sight.

with the direst lusts from the
pride of selfish love, which
will not admit of conjunction
with the Lord, and that these
lusts cause the good and truth
of the church to appear in.sig
nificant to those who are only
outwardly in them, as well as
to those who are in the evil
of pride.

because by Judah is denoted the celestial kingdom; and thus love
and charity, 3880; Caleb means as the heart, and thus he denotes
good, 4112; and Jephunneh means one that beholds, and therefore
he denotes the perception of truth, 2 ISO.

7. Of the tribe of Issach ar, Igal the son of Joseph, denotes of those
who are in mutual love, or conjugial love, such as, from that love,
may be redeemed and enriched with the good of the Spiritual Church,
because by Issachar is denoted mutual love, or conjugial love, 3956;
Igal means will redeem, and Joseph 111CanS increase or addition, and
therefore the former denotes redemption spiritually, and the latter
denotes increase spiritually, while .1 oseph also denotes the good of the
Spiritual Church, 6280, 6281, 3969.

8. Of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun, denotes of
those who are in the new understanding of truth, such as bring
salvation perpetually, because by Ephraim is denoted the new under
standing of truth, 6238; Hoshea .means salvation, and therefore he
denotes salvation spiritually, and Nun. means durable and eternal,'
and thus he denotes what is perpetual, 8595.

9. Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu, denotes of
those who are in truth from good which is a medium, such as
deliver man from evil through the power of the truth which heals all
spiritual diseases, because by Benjamin is denoted truth from good
which is a medium, 4585,4592; Palti means deliverance, and therefore
he denotes this spiritually, 6854, 9286; and Raphu means cured, and
therefore he denotes the healing of all spiritual diseases, 5712.

ro, Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi, denotes of
those who are in the heavenlymarriage, such as are in good works
from the confirmation of truth and good, because by Zebulun is
denoted the heavenly marriage, 3960, 3961; Gaddiel means the troop
of God, or the army of God} and denotes good works, '3934; and Sodi
means founded or established} and therefore denotes the confirmation
of truth and good, 984.

11. Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh,
Gaddi the son of Susi, denotes of those who are in the new will
of good, such as are in good. works from the understanding of truth,
because by Joseph is denoted the good oJ the Spiritual Church, 3969,
and by Manasseh the new will of good, 6238; Gaddi means my
troop, and denotes good works, 3934; and Susi means 1ny horse, and
thus denotes the understanding of truth, 276I.

'12. Of the tribe of Dan, ,An1111iel the son of Gemalli, denotes of
those who are in the affirmation of truth, such as are in the love of
truth for the sake of reward, because by Dan is denoted the affirmation
of truth, 3923; Ammiel means the people of God, and therefore he
denotes those who are in truths, 1259; and Gemalli means 1ny
recompense, and therefore he denotes this spiritually, 3816.

13. Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael, denotes of
those who are in natural delight, such as are in truth from good on
the natural plane, because by Asher is denoted the delight of the
affections, 3938; Sethur means what is concealed or protected, and
therefore he denotes the hidden source of natural delight from the
Lord, namely, Divine Truth; and Michael means "Who is like

P 2
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God ? " and therefore he denotes the inmost source thereof, namely,
Divine Good, 672 I, 6722, 200 I.

14. Of the tribe of N aphtali, Nahbi the Son of Vophsi, denotes
of those who are in resistance to evil in the natural man, such as
are in the strength of good in the natural man which does not appear,
because by N aphtali is denoted resistance to evil, 3928; N ahbi is
under a root, which means to hide, and therefore he denotes the
strength of good which does not appear, 6721, 6722; and Vophsi,
which is said by Cruden. to mean a fragment, and by some to be of
dou btful meaning, may be considered, from the series, to denote the
li ttle strength from good, which those in the state signified by
Naphtali have in the beginning of regeneration, or when the heavenly
land is only being explored.

15. Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi, denotes of those
who are in good works in the natural man, such as are in the
power of truth from good, because by Gad are denoted good works,
3943; and Geuel means the Divine 1najesty, and thus denotes the
power of Divine Truth from Divine Good; Machi, according to the
series, denoting good, but the lists which have been examined do
not contain the meaning of this name.

16. These being the men that Moses sent to spy out the land,
denotes that these are the general truths by means of which, in
subordination to Divine Truth, man must examine himself, 1259,
7010, 2397, 27 145 , 19092, 37°5; and Moses calling Hoshea the son
of Nun ] oshua denotes that the quality of the truth which leads him
to do this successfully is truth which delivers him by leading to good
in the beginning; while truth from the Lord bringing salvation
fullv, delivers him in the end, because while Hoshea means simply
'r sal-oation," Joshua I11eanS the Lord the Stniiour, 8595, 10,557, 200I.

17. By Moses sending the men to spy out the land of Canaan is
denoted that it is the duty of man, from or according to Divine
Truth, to examine his own quality, and his capacity for the heavenly
life, ver. 16; by saying unto them is denoted perception given, 1822;
" Get you up this way by the south" denotes that he should do this
by means of the universal truths of the Word in a state of enlighten
ment fro-m the Lord, ver. 16, 1555; by going up into the mountains
is denoted under the influence of the Divine Love, 795 ; and by seeing
the land what it is, is denoted perception as to the quality of the
heavenly life, 2150.

18: Seeing the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be
strong or weak, or few or many, denotes that a man must scrutinize
his own spiritual state both as to truth and as to good, or as to form
and as to life, internally, interiorly and externally, 2150, 1259, 245 1 )

8315, 3820, 6172, 6654, chap. ix. 20.

19. Seeing what the .land is that they dwell in, whether it be good
or bad, denotes examining the state as to good or evil, 2 IS0, 3310;
what cities they dwell in, whether in camps or in strongholds,
denotes as to truth or falsity, 402, 4236, 3271. Observe here that
the land in respect to the inhabitants clearly denotes what is external
in respect to what is internal; and that as good and bad are opposed
to each other, so also are camps and strongholds.

20. Seeing what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, denotes
examination as to the quality respecting good or truth, fat denoting
good, and lean denoting truth respectively without good, 10,029,
5200, 5204; whether there be wood, therein or not denotes as to the
presence or not 'of ultimate good, 643; being of good courage, and
bringing of the fruit of the land, denotes that all this is to be done
with zeal and determination, and with particular reference to the
quality of charity, 7690; and the time being the time of the first ripe
grapes denotes even at the beginning of regeneration, 35 197 •

2 I. By going up and spying out the land is denoted elevation of
the mind for a searching examination, 1543, ver. 2; from the wilder
ness of Zin denotes extension from where truth and good are in
obscurity and coldness, because a wilderness signifies a state of
obscurity, 2708, and by Zin is meant coldness, and therefore it
denotes the absence of love, 934; Rehab means breadth, space, or
extent, and therefore it denotes the multiplication of truths, 4482;,
and Hamath means anger, heat, or a wall, and therefore it denotes.
a zealous state of natural good, 934; while a wall denotes ultimate·
truths, 6419.

22. Going up by the south and coming to Hebron denotes entering:
into a state of spiritual light from the good of the Spiritual Church
giving perception, 29°9; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai the children
of Anak being there, denotes the presence of interior persuasions of
falsity derived from selfish love, 2909, 581 ; Ahiman means a brother
of the right hand, and therefore he denotes what relates to the will,
1222, 4592; Sheshai means one who is led, and therefore denotes
what is of the understanding, 58932; Talmai means what is [urroused,
as land is when ploughed, and therefore he denotes the preparation
of the external man to receive the seeds of falsity by evil actions,
5895; and Hebron being built seven ye.ars before Zoan in Egypt
denotes that the in terior good of the church which is celestial is
insinuated into man in infancy before he is consciously in scientifics
or knowledges,because by Hebron is denoted the Spiritual Church,
29°9; being built denotes the increase of good by means of truth,
good being from the Lord by influx, 4390, 1555; seven years denotes
holiness and completeness, 716, 2044; and by Zoan, which means
motion, is denoted the affection of scientifics or knowledges, in the
natural mind signified by Egypt, 51733, 1482, 33226.

23. Coming to the valley of Eshcol and cutting down thence a
branch with one cluster of grapes, denotes that thence he has a
perception, according to his state, of the principle of good, or charity,
in its general form, even when that state is low, because by a vallev
is signified a state respectively low, 4715, Eshcol means a bunch of
grapes, and therefore denotes charity, 1°71; and it is said charity
in its general form, because there was one cluster, and also because
the spiritual man, in the state here described, cannot have a percep
tion of charity as to particulars, 1285; their bearing it upon a staff
between two denotes supporting it by the literal sense of the Word
with all the power of the will and the understanding, because by
bearing is signified supporting, spiritually, 9500, by the staff is
signified power, and. thus the literal sense of the Word where Divine
Truth is in fulness and power, 9496, 9430, see also D. L. W., 221,
and by "between two" is signified what is of the will and understand
ing, 747; and bringing also of the pomegranates and figs denotes
that thence also there is natural truth and natural good, 9552, 216.
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24· That place being called the valley of Eschol, because of the
cluster which the children of Israel cut down from thence, denotes
that, indeed, charity is manifested in the literal sense of the Word
in general; and that ~r,?m it the general idea of charity is procured
by the man of the Spiritual Church, ver, 23.

25. Returning fronl' spying, out the land at the end of forty days
denotes that, besides this, self-examination involves a complete state
of trial and temptation, ver. 2., 730.

.26. Going and corning to Moses, and Aaron, and all the congrega
tion of the children of Israel unto the wilderness of Paran,. to
Kades~,. denotes being led to the confirmation of Divine Truth,
and Divine Good, and of the truths of the church thence derived in
a state of spiritual light from the Divine Human which is al holy
state, 3335, 3572, 7010, 9946, 4574, 3654, 2708, 2714, 25°3, 1678; the
word Kadesh means holy, and therefore denotes a holy state from
the a.ffection of truth 2503; and bringing back word unto them, and
sh?wlng them the fruit of the land, denotes affording interior
eVldeI!c~ to the man of the c~urch int:rnal and external, of the reality
of Divine and heavenly things, which may be manifested in the
exercises of faith and charity, 2288, 1288, 2150, 1071, 7010, 9946,
4574, 3654.

27: Their tell}ng Moses ~nd saying, denotes the thought and per
cept~on ?f the In ternal denved from the external man, 32°9; their
corrung Into the land to which Moses had sent them denotes the
-harrnony betw~en the internal and external man, bec~use the men
"sent were obedient to Moses, who represents the internal, while they
.represent the external, 7010, ver. 2 ; it being a land flowing with milk
.and honey, denotes the realization that the heavenly state is one of the
:,goodof truth, and of delight, 56209; and this being the fruit of it
,denotes., these things. as expre~sed in good works, or good works
'proceedIng from charity and faith, ver. 23, 1873.

28. By the people dwelling in the land being strong is denoted the
'thought of the merely natural man concerning evils to be overcome
1259, 2451 , 3727 end; the cities being fenced and very great denote~
th.e thought o.f the merely natural man concerniJ;g falsities conjoined
with those evils, 402, 2451, 2227; ~nd by the children of Anak being
there are denoted thoughts concerning the strength of the persuasions
of pride from selfish love, 58!.

29. Amalek dwelling in the land of the south denotes the delusions
of falsi ties from interior evil, 8593, 2451, 61106 ; the I-Iittite denotes
corrupted. principles in ~hich. the~e is y:et somet~ing of good, 2913;
the jebusite denotes falsifications in which there 1S yet something of
truth, 1867, 6860; the Amorite dwelling in the mountains denotes
evil in general, 1857, 245 I, 169I ; and the Canaanites denote external
worship without' internal, which prevails with the natural man
both as to his affections and thoughts, because they dwelt by the
sea and the Jordan, 1063, 245 1 , 53137 , 1585.

30. Caleb stilling the people before Moses denotes that he who is
in the principle of good discerns the harmony of external with internal
truth, ver. 6, 8176, 1259, 7010, 1822; and" let us go up at once and
possess it, for we are well able to overcome it," denotes elevation
above merely natural considerations, and confidence that good will
triumph because power is given to overcome evil, i543, 2658, 93383.

31. The men that went up with Caleb denote those who are not
in good and yet appear to be so outwardly, verso 28, 29, 1543; saying
denotes perception, 1822; and "we be not, able to go against the
people, because they are stronger than we," denotes unwillingness
to enter into- the conflict against evil and error, and the conception
that selfish love and its falsities are all powerful, 93383, 3727 end,
10,481.

32. Bringing up an evil report of the land which they had spied
out to the children of Israel, saying" denotes that the wicked mis
represent the good and truth of the Spiritual Church, which they
can yet discern through their understandings, 4674, ver. 2, 1822;
the land being a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof, denotes
the persuasion that what is called good is in reality consuming evil,
5149; and all the people .seen in it being men of great stature,
denotes that what is called truth is opposing falsity, according to
perception from such a persuasion, 1259, 5011, 2 J 50.

33. Seeing there the Nephilirn, the sons of Anak, which some of
the Nephilim, denotes that, moreover, the doctrines of the Spiritual
Church are not inconsistent, according to such persuasion, with the
direst lusts from the pride of selfish love, which will not admit of
conjunction with the Lord, 2150, 581, 3705; and the men being in
their own sight, and in the sight of the Nephilim, as grasshoppers,
denotes that these lusts cause the good and truth of the church to
appear insignificant to those who are only outwardly in them, as well
as to those who are in the evil of pride, ver. 2, 2374, 581, 2403, 7643.
See Kitto, Encyclopedia art. Chagab.

The importance of continual self-examination by the man of the
church can hardly be too earnestly insisted up-on. And it must be
evident at once that this ought not to be superficial only. For it is
quite possible for a person to compare his actions with the com
mandments of the Decalogue, for example, and to be able to say,
"I have not 'broken any of these," if he finds that his outward
conduct has been, generally, in harmony therewith. And therefore it
is clear that self-examination includes more than this, and should
regard the motive as well as the act. But a motive may be either
selfish or unselfish, or it may be both in the same degree, or in
different degrees, according to the affections which constitute it. And
hence we see that self-examination is not the simple thing it might
appear to be to some. For motives are sometimes very complex, and
seem to defy particular investigation. What, then, is the remedy?
I t is the power of discrimination by the light of truth from the Word,
and by the influence of the Holy Spirit of love. And this is what
is involved in our first section. For Jehovah, or the Lord, is the
Divine Love; Moses is Divine Truth; and Paran is the light of truth
accommodated to the state. Thus, then, we learn, in general, that
the Lord gives to everyone who earnestly desires it, the power to
examine himself, which is signified bysJ?ying out the land of Canaan.

Now we know what the twelve tribes signify, namely, all the
general truths of the Word, not because they are exactly twelve, but
because twelve signifies all. But we are interested in our second
section on account of the wonderful way in which the names men
tioned correspond to the principles represented by each tribe, and by
the order in which each tribe is named. The meaning of the name
given to each tribe has been already explained; but the order in
this chapter has not been considered. It may, therefore, be observed
that, as the tribes signify all the general principles of the Word, of
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the church, and thence all the degrees of life in the man of the
church, therefore, in this account, the first four tribes denote the
inmost degree, the second the middle degree, and the third- the
ultimate degree; and that as the general subject is investigation' or
examination, therefore the tribe that commences each degree has
reference to the understanding, and modifies the signification of those
which follow. And these are Reuben, Ephraim, and' Dan, the first
representing faith in the understanding, the second the new intel
lectual principle, and the third the affirmation of truth. But,
although the intellect is predominant, it must be stimulated by the
will, or by affection, and by application to life; and hence the tribes
that follow their leader in each degree indicate. this; for Simeon
signifies faith in the will, Judah denotes celestial love, or charity as
the Spiritual Church is treated of, and Issachar denotes mutuallove.
So, again, Benjamin represents truth from good, Zebulun their con
junction, and Manasseh the new will of good. And, lastly, Asher
signifies natural delight, Naphtali denotes resistance to evil, and Gad
the practice of good. And hence it is clear that the .position given
to each tribe is in harmony with the series.

But this is not all. For we now have to consider the names and
origins of each of the leaders chosen for the expedition proposed, and
we shall discover that they, too, harmonize with the tribes to which
they belong, and with the object in view, The meaning of each
name and its correspondence, being given with the references, need
not here be repeated; it will suffice to notice the result as stated in
giving the internal sense of each verse. Those in faith in the under
standing ought to obey the truth received into the memory. Those
who are in faith in the will should yet judge concerning truths, even
if their state is comparatively obscure; for obedience without Judg
ment is not the part of a thoughtful man. Again, who does not
recognize that the truly loving man more readily perceives truths
than others? And are not those who mutually love each other,
because they love the Lord, already redeemed and enriched with the
good of the church? Again, we are sure that those who are intelli
gent in spiritual things from 'the pure love of the truth and the
practice of it, are capable, from the Lord, of promoting the salvation
of others ; and we know, too, that truth, which is the means of
leading to good, and is properly applied with power, removes evil
and thus he.als all spiritual sicknesses. Also do not those who
conjoin faith with charity, sincerely practise good works, and thus
confirm themselves in what they love? For good feelings and pious
thoughts, not expressed in deeds, are evanescent, and are not firmly
established in the soul. And are not those who are in the new will
of .good also in works, thence from the understanding of truth, since
the latter precedes the former? And, further, we know that simply
to affirm the truth at the beginning of regeneration may be accom
panied by the love of reward; while the first state of one in natural
delight in spiritual things may properly be called a state of truth
from good on the natural plane. And, lastly, those who resist evil
from a principle of good have power given them from the Lord, which
seems to be as from themselves; while, surely, good works, which
are genuine, certainly express also the power of truth from good.

But now, as we know from the sequel, that only two of the twelve·
who were sent to search the land gave an encouraging report, it is.
evident that the ten who were afraid represent those who, like the
Sardians (Rev. iii. I); have a name that they live, and yet are
spiritually dead. We need all, therefore, as men of the church, to be
carefuly on our guard, lest we lapse into merely external worship ..

while we earnestly endeavour to be of the number of those repre
sented, Caleb and Joshua, who denote those who are internally in
good and truth as well as externally; and it is remarkable here that
the former was of the tribe of Judah, who signifies good especially,.
and the latter of the tribe of Ephraim who signifies truth especially;
and hence we see that these t\VO denote generally all those who are
Of the true Celestian Church and of the true Spiritual Church
respectively, as indeed afterwards appears from the application of their
names by the prophets, as well as, in this place, from the meaning,
and. therefore the correspondence of the names, as they have been
given above. We now, however, proceed to consider the third section.

And here a study of all the correspondences carefully will show
clearly how changes of place in the natural world represent changes
of state in the spiritual world, and in the progress of the mind. We
all recognize this; and it seems quite easy to consider our progress
to heaven as a journey. But when we are told positively that there·
is no such thing as space in the spiritual world although there is all
the appearance of space, it is difficult for us, with our present ideas
of time and space, to realize this. For we naturally ask, "How can
there be so strong an appearance, or sense, of space where the thing.
itself does not exist? I t is worth while, therefore, to endeavour to
form some rational and tangible idea of this fact; for that it is a
fact we may be sure from the simple consideration that everywhere
in the natural world there is space, which 'can be measured because
it is fixed; and also from considering that, on this account, no
journey through space could bring us to the spiritual world, where
heaven and hell and the world of judgment are, and where the Lord
undoubtedly is. The spiritual world, therefore, cannot be a world
in which there is space.

And, in the second place, as we have a clear idea of the world of
space, we wish now to have a clear idea of the world in which there
is no space, and we may have this. For as our bodies, we know,
are a part of space, so we equally know that our minds are not in
space, and that we neither love in space nor think in space. But
evidently our minds (that is, our wills and our intellects), which are
so powerful that they can oontrol and direct our bodies, are some
thing distinct from our bodies; and are a kind of substance and
form; for there are millions of human minds, just as there millions.
of human bodies, and not two of them are alike. Moreover, just as·
we know positively that our bodies are in space, we equally know,
or are conscious that our minds or spirits, consisting of our will and
understanding, and of our various feelings and thoughts, are not in
space, and cannot be measured like space. Hence, then, it follows,
incontrovertibly, that while our bodies are certainly in the world of
space, our minds, or our spirits, or our souls, which really constitute
ourselves} are not in space, never were, and never will be in space.
That is, in one sentence, our bodies are in the material world, or the
world of space, and our souls are in the spiritual world, or in the
world, which is without space. And now, therefore, we may see,
if we think, that wherever there are human beings in the material
universe, there also the same human beings are in the spiritual
universe. And so, in short, the spiritual world, which is the world
without space, and of which everyone of us may be conscious to
a certain extent, is co-extensive with the material world. We may
have, therefore, if we wish, a clear and distinct idea of the spiritual
world, and of its being a world without a space.

But, thirdly, we may also have a clear and distinct idea that in
the spiritual world there is, nevertheless, the outward appearance of
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space. For whenever .....ve think, o~ conceive a t~ing in ?ur mind.s,
and we hardly ever cease from doing so, we think, as It were, in
space, nor can vve think without doing so more or less. For, indeed,
there is no such thing, in reality, as what we sometimes call abstract
thought. Now, how common a thing it is to build castles in' the
air, as we say, or to indulge our imagination. But to indulge the
imagination is to do nothing else but think in' the spiritual world,
and is an evidence that' anyone may have, that in the other life,
where there is no space there is yet the appearance of space. For
ifwe deny that what we call imagination is a reality, that is, a real
spiritual experience, we shall also have to affirm that our minds or
spirits are not so real as our bodies, which is manifestly absurd, since
we know that the mind it is "which doth the body make," or of
which the body is only the form, or representative in the material
world. I t is clear, therefore, that anyone who wishes sincerely to
have an idea of the spiritual world as being without space, and yet
having the living appearance of space, he m.ay do SOl if he consults
carefully the operations and the laws of his own mind. But this is
a longer argument than was at first anticipated, and we must return
to finish our third section.

The truth now to be re.-stated is that we see heaven only by means
of enlightenment from the Lord, signified by going up 'into the south,
There must be an elevation of the mind above merely natural things
if we would "see the land, what it is;" and, further, this must
lead to an elevation into a state of the love of truth, denoted by
going into the mountains. These two are the general states of
investigation; and as we see from the explanation in giving the
references, they cause us to examine ourselves particularly, and to
understand that we pass from where our life is in obscurity to a
state of natural good and its truths, or of obedience from a sense
of duty, the truths relating thereto being, like a wall, barriers against
the incursions of evil and error. For affection and intelligence not
embodied in usefulness to others, are but vain fancies, leaving the
soul exposed to the incursions of our spiritual enemies. Hence,
therefore, it is clear that this section, although short, involves very
much.

But now, coming to our fourth section, we remark that whereas
the third, in the literal sense, describes a journey from the south
to the north, this describes one from the north to the south, and
thus is represented, spiritually, a progress of a threefold character:
first from the obscurity and coldness, denoted by the wilderness of
Zin, into a state of enlightenment and love internally; secondly, in
consequence, to a new state of the natural man signified by Hamath;
arid thirdly into an interior state represented by passing from the
north to the south. And this is exactly according to our experience
in regeneration. And then note the result. First, the interior evils
and falsities of our unregenerate state are discovered to us, and
secondly a new state as to spiritual good or charity, denoted by the
bunch of grapes, and also an improved state still farther as to the
truth and good of the natural man, signified by the pomegranates
and figs. And yet this state is described as a valley, because it is a
low state comparatively, it not being possible to realize a higher
until the evils and falsities which bar the way, and are represented
by the sons of Anak, are fully overcome, through victory in the
temptations, which must take place, and which are represented, as
we have seen, by the p.eriod of forty days. From this rapid sketch,
therefore, of the contents of this section -we may, in a slight measure,
see the beauty and harmony of the internal sense, and how accurately

it sets before us what we must all experience. For unless we know'
what our inmost evils are .....ve cannot conquer them, and unless »re
conquer we cannot properly realize the heavenly life of charity and
good works. And this brings us to our last section, which contains
the report of the spies, and its effect upon the people.

I Here, however, we need not linger. But it may be interesting
to observe that the spiritual state called Kadesh represents, according
to the meaning of the word, a holy state, as far as the good are
concerned, resulting from a state of self-examination; but it also
signifies a state of contention about truths, 1678; and it appears from
the historv that the Israelites were twice at Kadesh, once before the
long wandering, and again when it had come to its end, nothing
whatever being recorded of that terrible experience of thirty-eight
years. Arid here we see that the majority of those who had been
sent to examine the land, and also the majority of the people, were
afraid, and unwilling to go forward and conquer it. This is a very
sad picture of the state of the Israelites, after being delivered by the
Lord as they had been; but it exactly resembles the state of those
who, notwithstanding the clear light of revelation, reject the heavenly
life and prefer the selfish life. May we .as members of the church
not be among that number, but rather among those who are fully
in love to the Lord and love to the neighbour, and who, like Caleb
and Joshua, 'have no fear of being able to overcome the opposing
enemy through constant Divine aid.
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUM~1ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER XIV

1. A continuation of the closing subject of the last chapter, describ
ing more particularly the state of temptation and its effect with the
wicked and .with the good, verso 1-10.

2. Revelation from the Lord that those who are merely natural will
persist in their hatred of good, while the good will be delivered;
including a description of the state of the good during the tempta
tion, and of consolation given to them, notwithstanding that their
temptation may continue, verso 11-25.

3. Further, there is revelation giving a more particular description
of the experiences of the wicked, of their vastation, and of the pre
servation of those who are established in good and truth, verso 26-39.

4. Concerning the attempt of those who are in merely external
worship without any genuine spiritual life to overcome evil by and
from themselves, and the consequences thereof, verso 40-45.

tion of innocence, so that the
tendency becomes strong to
yield to the natural man by
giving up the contest.

4. While the perception is,
that the reasoning of the
natural man is a sufficient guide
in life, and that natural de
lights alone are to be desired.

s. But the consequence of
this is a state of profound
humiliation as to internals,
apparently before prevailing
externals ;

7. But yet there is percep
tion thence even with the ex
ternal man, that the heavenly
life, notwithstanding appear
ances, is the only genuine life;

6. And the interior prin
ciples of truth from g ood, and
of good from truth, which
have truly discerned the glory
of the heavenly life, now
mourn on account of appar
ently lost truth.

8. That he who is in the
delight of good from the Lord,
is confident that he will receive
good and truth from Him in
externals; and that therefore
he shall yet experience the
conjunction of good and truth
and natural delight there;

9· Provided only that the
natural man is willing to sub
mit himself, and no longer to
fear that evil will prevail with
him, because by temptations
man becomes receptive of
good, and because in evil there
is no power when resisted
from a principle of good; for
a state of good destroys fear.

5 .. Then Moses and Aaron
fell on their faces before all
the assembly of the congre
gation of the children of
Israel.

it not better for us to return
into Egypt?

6. And Joshua the son of
N un and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, which were of
them that spied out the land,
ren t their clothes:

4. And they said one to
another, Let us make a cap
tain, and let us return into
Egypt.

7. And they spake unto
all the congregation of the
children of Israel, saying,
The land, which we passed
through to spy it out, is an
exceeding good land.

8. If the LORD delight in
us, then he will bring us
into this land, and give it
unto us; a land which flow
eth with milk and honey.

9. Only rebel not against
the LORD, neither fear ye
the people of the land; for
they are bread for us: their
defence is removed from
over them, and the LORD is
with us : fear them not.

I. But in the continuance of
the strong temptation the man
of the church is in a state of
distress and grief on account
of the obscurity which prevails
with him.

2. And there is opposition
against Divine Truth and
Divine Good, and a state of
despair arising from the merely
natural loves, and from ignor
ance as to truths.

3. At the same time that
the life of religion seems to be
threatened, through falsities,
with the extinction of the love
of good and with the destruc-

3. And wherefore doth
the LORD bring us unto.this
land, to fall by the sword?
Our wives and our .little
ones shall be a prey: were
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I. And all the congrega
tion lifted up their voice,
and cried; and the people
wept that night.

2. And all the children
of Israel murmured against
Moses and against Aaron:
and the whole congregation
said unto them, Would God
that we had died in the land
of Egypt! or would God we
had died in this wilderness !
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10. But all the congrega
tion bade stone them with
stones. And the glory of
the LORD appeared in the
tent of meeting unto all' the
children of Israel.

11. And the' LORD said
unto Moses, How long will
this people despise me? and
how long will they' not be
lieve in me, for all the signs
which I have wrought
among them?

12. I will smite them with
the pestilence, and disin
herit them, and will make of
thee a nation greater and
mightier than they.

13. And Moses said unto
the LORD, Then the Egyp
tians shall hear it; for thou
broughtest up this people
in thy might from among
them;

14. And they will tell it to
the inhabitants of this land:
they have heard that thou
LORD art in the midst of
this people; for thou LORD
art seen face to face, and
thy cloud standeth over
them, and thou goest before
them in a pillar of cloud by
day, and in a pillar of fire
by night.

10. But the merely natural
man regards all these truths
as falsities, while by the
spiritual man they are seen in
the light of Divine Truth made
manifest through all the
heavens in the state of wor
ship.

I I. And there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth, that those who are
merely natural will persist in
their hatred of good, and will
not have faith in Divine Truth,
notwithstanding they may be
compelled to obedience by
miracles outwardly.

12. Therefore such persons
must perish through the de
struction of remains, and will
no longer abide in merely ex
ternal worship, which is only
representative of what is ex
ternal; while those who are
truly internal men. by resist
ance to evil and victory over
it, shall enjoy the realization
of good from the Lord and of
truth thence even in their
natural man.

13. And although still, in a
state of temptation, they too
fear the uprisings of the
merely natural man; yet they
remember the Lord's work of
redemption;

14. And although they dread
the incursions of falsity even
in their state of prevailing
good, yet even their natural
powers are under the influence
of that ,good, since they are in
truths interiorly, and in the
letter of the Word exteriorly,
and thence have truths accom
modated to their states of
brightness, and also to their
states of obscurity.

15. Now if thou shalt kill
this people as one man, then
the nations which' have
heard the fame of t.hee will
speak, saying,

16. Because the LORD
was not able to bring this
people into the land which
he sware unto them, there
fore he hath slain them in
the wilderness,

17. And now, I pray thee,
let the power of the Lord be
great, according as thou
hast spoken, saying,

18. The LORD is slow to
anger, and plenteous in
mercy, forgiving iniquity
and transgression, and that
will by no means clear the
gu·ilty,. visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the chil
dren, upon the third and
upon the fourth generation.

19· Pardon, I pray thee,
the iniquity of this people
according unto the greatness
of thy mercy, and according
as thou hast forgiven this

,people, from Egypt even
until now.

20. And the LORD said, I
have .pardoned according to
thy word:

, 21. But in very deed, as I
live, and· as all the earth

IS. But when, in tempta
tion, they fear to be deprived
of the heavenly life and not
withstanding they have been
in truths, they may be over
whelmed by the insinuation
from their enemies; and they
fear also,

16. That because the real
ization of the heavenly life is
an impossibility, therefore they
must of necessity be given up
to evil and its falsities, which
is spiritual death.

17. And hence they are
earnest in their prayers to the
Lord, and in their application
to the Word from which they
have the perception,

. 18. That the Lord in reality
IS pure love, and abundant in
mercy; that He will remove
evil internally and externally
from those who repent; and
that only those who deliber
ately choose evil will remain in
it, because evil which is
increased and confirmed by
falsity in a long series, is con
joined with that falsity and
becomes permanent.

19. And therefore they know
that their earnest desire for
the removal of their evils will
be complied with according to
the mercy of the Lord even as
is the case in every' tempta
tion in which man conquers by
the po,ver of the. Lord.

20. And therefore also they
receive the assurance in them
selves of complete deliverance
according to Divine Truth.

2 I. But nevertheless, as
sure as the Lord is Life Itself;
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shall be filled with the glory
,of the LORD;

22. Because all those men
which have seen my glory,
arid my signs, which I
wrought in Egypt and in
the wilderness, yet have
tempted me these ten times,
and have not hearkened to
my voice;

23. Surely they shall not
see the land which I sware
unto their fathers, neither
shall any of them that de
spised me see it :

24. But my servant Caleb,
because he had another
spirit with him, and hath
followed me fully, him will
I bring into the land where
into he went; and his seed
shall possess it. .

25. Now the Amalekite
.and the Canaanite dwell in
the valley: to-morrow turn
ye, and get you into thewil
derness by the way to the
Red Sea.

26. And the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto Aaron,
saying,

27. How long shall I bear
with this evil congregation,

as sure as He made His
Human Divine; and as sure as
He regenerates man internally
and externally;

22. Because the wicked who
have received, in the natural
life, instruction in Divine
Good and Divine Truth inter
nally and externally, and have
had the opportunity of being
regenerated through tempta
tions and remains in all ful
ness, and yet have persisted in
their own life of disobedience;

23. They cannot enter into
the heavenly state, which is
from the Lord by irrevocable
confirmation with the good;
nor especially can they do so,
who have confirmed evil by
falsity.

24. But he who ackno\v-'
ledges himself to be the serv
ant of the Lord, and who is
receptive of the heavenly life"
truly embodying it in his
actions , finally realizes that
life in fulness, and with him
good and truth will abund
antly increase.

25. But ,in the meantime
evils and falsities internal and
external still occupy the
natural man, and therefore
changes of state follow con
tinually; and other .tempta
tions are impending through
influx from the hells in a state
of obscurity.

26. And further, there is
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth and by doctrine
thence,

27- That temptations must
needs continue with the man

which murmur against me?
I have heard the murmur
ings of the children of
Israel, which they murmur
against me.

28. Say unto them, As I
live, saith the Lord, surely
as ye have spoken in mine
ears, so will I do to you:

29., Your carcases shall
, fall in this wilderness;' and
all that were numbered of
you, according to your
whole number, from twenty
years old and upward,
which have murmured
against me,

30. Surely ye shall not
come into the land, concern
ing which 1 lifted up my
hand that I would make you
dwell therein, save Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the son of Nun .

3 I. But your little ones,
which ye said should, be a
prey, . them will I bring in,
and they shall know the
land which ye have rejected.

32 • But as for you, your
carcases shall, fall in this
wilderness.

Q

of the Spiritual Church who is
not yet wholly confirmed in
good; for so long as evil is
active and at the same time
there is perception of Divine
Truths,

28. There IS also the per
ception that since the Lord is
Life Itself the communication
of that life to man is alto
gether according to the state
of the man.

29. And therefore the. wicked
who are in external worship
and yet without spiritual life
are vastated of all spiritual
truth, and are thus in spirit
ual darkness, notwithstanding
that, outwardly, they formed
a portion of the Spiritual
Church, and were then in in
telligence as to truths, some
perception of charity, and en
dured temptations.

30. And so neither can they
enjoy the life of heaven, which
the Lord from His Divine Om
nipotence, is both willing and
able to impart to man; but
they who are in good from
Divine Truths, and in truths de
rived from good, alone do this.

3 I. While they who are in
innocence; and yet in appar
ent danger through ignorance,
are capable of receiving good
and do receive it from the
Lord, notwithstanding heredi
tary defilements; for they can
be instructed in good and
truth, which the wicked reject
and despise,

32 • And therefore the wicked
must necessarily perish through
vastation as to good and
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33. And your children
shall be wanderers in the
wilderness forty years, and
shall bear your whoredoms,
until your ~ carcases be con
sumed in the wilderness.

34. After the number of
the days in which ye spied
out the land, even forty
days, for every day a year,
shall ye bear your iniquities,
even forty years, and ye
shall know IllY alienation.

35. I the LORD have
spoken, surely this will I do
~nto all this evil congrega
tion, that are gathered
together against rne: in this
wilderness they shall be con
sumed, and there they shall
die.

36. And the men, which
Moses sent to spy out the
land, who returned, and
made, all the congregation
to .m~rmur against him, by
brIngIng up an evil report
against the land,

37. Even those men that
did bring up an evil report

truth, and through the adop
tion of the evil and falsity
which they have confirmed in
themselves.

33. But those who are cap
able of regeneration by the
reception of innocence are in
structed in their obscurity,
and endure a full course of
spir.itual temptations, being
subject to the fluctuations
caused by .the falsification of
truth, through evil, until they
themselves are vastated of all
evil and .falsity.

34. For tendencies to evil
from hell with man are equally
balanced by tendencies to
good with him from the Lord,
all general states involving
those which are particular,
and hence it is necessary that
everyone should endure
temptations, and should freely
choose his own eternal life.

35. And this arises from
the unchangeable character of
Divine Good and of' Divine
Truth thence, evil being the
opposite of good, and falsity
the opposite of truth, so that
the wicked are consumed by
their own falsities, and are'
overwhelmed by their own
evils.

36. And those who, having
had the opportunity of choos
ing good and truth, turn
away from them and intensify
the state of temptation with
the man of the church, be
cause they are unwilling to
engage in the conflict against
evil,

37. And who confirm their
evil by falsity; even these

of the land, died by the
plague before the LORD.

38. But Joshua the son of
N un, and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, remained alive
of those men that went to
spy out the land.

39. And Moses told these
words unto all the children
of Israel: and the people
mourned greatly.

40. And they rose up
early in the morning, and
gat them up to the top of
the mountain, saying, Lo,
we be here, and will go up
unto the place which the
LORD hath promised: for
we have sinned.

4 1 • And Moses said
Wherefore now do ye trans~
gress the commandment of
the LORD, seeing it shall not
prosper?

42 • Go not up, for the
IJORD is not among you;
that ye be not smitten down
before your enemies.

43· For there the Amale
kite and the Canaanite are
before you, and ye shall fall
by the sword: because ye
are turned back from follow
ing the LORD, therefore the
LORD will not be with you.

Q 2

destroy in themselves all re
mains, and thus render their
salvation impossible.

38. But those who are in
~ruth .derived from good, and
In good derived from truth,
and who do not confirm their
evils by falsities, are in the
enjoyment of the life of good,
because they have confirmed
that life by truths. '

39. But also, Divine Truth
is revealed to the man of the
church from the Lord and the
first effect thereof i; mourn
ing on account of their state
of sin and weakness.

40. And secondly, in a state
of external illustration, and in
the excitement of selfish fear
they are willing to be obedient:
and outwardly, at least, to
adopt the heavenly life, and
forsake their sin.

41. But Divine Truth per
ceives their state of external
ism, and therefore of disobedi
ence, and affirms that man
cannot overcome evil by and
from himself;

42 • For outward resistance
o~ly doesnot give conjunction
WIth the Lord; nor can it
overcome the evils of the self
ish life.

. 43: For with such persons
interior and exterior evils pre
vail, and falsities from those
evils are destructive of spirit
ual life, since they avert them
selves from the supreme life,
and therefore cannot receive
it.
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. 4. Saying one to another, "let us make a captain, and let us return
Into Egypt," denotes the perception that the reasoning of the natural
man, is a sufficient guide in life, and that natural delights' alone,
are to be desired, 91667, 2454 3 , 6661.

5. Moses and .Aaron falling on their faces before all the assembly
of the ~ongregatlon of Israel, denotes a state of profound humiliation
as to Internals, apparently before prevailing externals, 7010, 9946,
1999, 7843. See ver. 1; and note that, according to the last reference,
the words" assen1bly" and H congregation," ought to be reversed.

44. But, nevertheless, the
man in this external state is
presumptuous, and elevates
himself as if sure of victory;
yet such have no interior con
junction with the Lord, and.
with Divine Truth; nor are
they prepared for a real con
flict.
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44. But they presumed to
go up to the top of the
mountain: nevertheless the
ark of the covenant of the
LORD, and Moses, departed
not out of the camp.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. All the .congregati?n lifting up their voice and crying; and the
,people WeepIn& that night, denotes that in the continuance of the
str.ong temptation the man of the church is in a state of distress and
gnef on account of the obscurity which prevails with him 7843
375, 9202, 1259, 2689, 1712. In the first reference we read' '4 con~
gregation is predicated of truth and assembly of good," in the
passage commented upon; and the Hebrew word here translated
~, congregation," is there translated "assembly," and therefore de
notes. goo~J while "people" denotes truth, and thus the verse
descrI?es distress as to the will, and grief as to the understanding.
Also 1~ ord~r to endure temptations successfully, a person must be
pot~ntlally In .good, as well as ostensibly in the truth, by means of I

which he carrres on the combat.

2. All the children of Israel lTIurmuring against Moses and against
A<:tr?n, denotes that there is opposition against Divine Truth and
DI~lne Good, 8351'; and the whole congregation, or rather assembly,
saymg un to them, "vVould God that we had died in the land of
Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness! " denotes a
~tate of despair arising from the merely natural loves, and from
19~orance as to truths, 7843, 2001 J 6119, 8567, 33226, 5013, 2708.

3· The Lord bringing the Israelites into that land to faU by the
swor~, denote~ t.he thought of the spiritual man in temptation that
the hfe of

1 5rehgl?n
s.eems to be .thr~atened through falsities, 2001,

:1705, 2799 ; their WIves ~nd their little ones being a. prey, denotes
the danger of the destruction of the love of good and of innocence

5 63 d " . b '9 1 , 430, 57 ; an were It no~ etter for us to return into Egypt? "
denotes a strong tendency to yield to the natural man by giving up
the contest, 2454 2 , 6661.

45. Then the Arnalekite
came down, and the
Canaanite which dwelt in
that mountain, and smote
them and beat them down,
even unto Hormah.

45. The consequence of
which is that evils interior and
exterior break forth from
within them; and' evil then
both as to the will and under
standing. impels them to their
ultimate destruction.

6. Jo~hua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which
were of them that spied out the land rendine their clothes denotes
that the !nterior principl.es of truth from g~od and of g~od from
truth, which have truly discerned the glory of the heavenly life, now
n:~urn on account of apparently lost truth, 8595, 4112, 2 ISO, chap.
xiu. 6, 8, 27 14'\ 37°5, 4763.

7. Speaking unto all the congregation of the children of Israel
saying, denotes perception with the external man, 29.')1, 1822, 784:~,

yer. I; and the land passed through and spied out being an exceed
ingly good land, denotes that the heavenly life, notwithstanding
appearances, is the only genuine life, 3705, 3992, 27145, 60.

8. "If the Lord delight in us," denotes the delight of good received
from the. Lord, because it is man who changes and not the Lord
2001, 997; bringing us into the land and giving it to us, denote~
confidence of receivin~ the life of good and truth in externals, 3705,
8899;. and a land w~Ich ~o\veth with milk and honey, denotes the
experience of the conjunction of good and truth and natural delight
there, 56209.

. 9. ~y not rebelling against the Lord, is denoted the submission,
In this case, of the na~ural man, ~668; not fearing the people of the
land, denotes not fearing that evil will prevail, 390, 391, chap. xiii.
28, 29;. their being bread fo~ the spi.ri.tu~l man, denotes that by
temptation, he becomes receptive of spiritual good, 276, R682 ; ' their
defence, or shadow, removed from over them, denotes that in evil
there is no power, 87648; the Lord being' with the spiritual man,
?enotes when resisted from a principle of good, 2001; and not fear
ing them, denotes that a state of good destroys fear, 4180.

10. By the congregation bidding stone them with stones, is denoted
that the merely natural man regards all these truths as falsities,
7843,.5 1.C;6; by the glory of the Lord appearing in the tent of meet
Ing, IS denoted that, by the spiritual man, they are seen in the light
of Divine Truth made manifest through all the heavens, 8427, 35403;
and by the glory appearing unto all the children of Israel, is denoted
during a, state of worship in the Spiritual Church, 3654.

II. The Lord saying unto Moses, denotes revelation from the Lord
by Divine Truth, 2001, 7010; "How long will this people despise
Me?" denotes that those who are merely natural will perish in their
hatred of good, 1259, 59, 2001; "how long- will they not believe in
Me?" denotes that they will not have faith in Divine Truth 36'
and '.' for all. the signs that I have wrought among them," den'otes:
notwithstanding they may be compelled to obedience by miracles
outwardly, 7273, 7290.
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12. Smiting them with the pestilence, denotes that such persons
111Ust perish through the destruction of remains, 10,219; disinheriting
them, denotes that they will no longer abide in merely external
worship, because the Israelites were not in any internal worship;
and although the wicked whom they represented when, as in this
case, they were disobedient, 111ay be, in merely external worship in
this life, yet, in the other life, they will cease to be so, 1799, 1802;
and making of Moses a nation greater and mightier than they,
denotes that those who are truly internal men by resistance to evil
and victory over it, shall enjoy the realization of good from the Lord,
and of truth thence even in their natural man, 7010, 1259, 7043,
2227, 6343.

13. By Moses saying, "then the Egyptians shall hear of it," is
denoted that, in a state of temptation, the Spiritual also fear the up
risings of the merely natural 111an , 7010, 1822, 6661 ; and by the Lord
bringing up the people from among them, is denoted, the remern
brance of His work' of redemption, 8866; while by "in thy might;"
is denoted the exercise of omnipotence in that work; 6343.

14. Telling it to the inhabitants of this land, denotes a dread of
the incursions of falsity from the evil of the merely natural man,
even in their state of prevailing good, 6661,7291, 3066; the Egyptians
hearing that the Lord is in the midst of this people, denotes that
even their natural powers are under the influence of that good, 6661,
2641, 2001, 200, 1259; the Lord being seen face to face, or eye to eye,
denotes to be in truths interiorly, 9306, 2148; the cloud standing over
them denotes the Lord's presence with man in the literal sense of
the Word, or exteriorly, 8106; and the Lord going before them in
a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, denotes that
from the Word man has truths accommodated to his states of bright
ness and to his states of obscurity, 8106, 8108.

15. "I f thou shalt kill this people as one man, then the nations
which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying," denotes that
when, in temptation, men fear to be deprived of the heavenly life,
and notwithstanding they have been in truths, they may be over
whelmed by the insinuation from their enemies, 7043, 10,288, 285~,

48232, 9248, 2951, 1822. Observe here, that in the reference, 9248,
the "fame," or "report" denotes what is false,' while in this verse
it denotes truths, according to the series; and that "speaking and
saying," imply evil insinuations, as the following verse shows.

16. "Because the Lord was not able to bring, this people into the
land which He sware unto them, therefore He hath slain them in
the wilderness," denotes that because the realization of the heavenly
life is an impossibility, therefore they must of necessity be given up
to evil and its falsities, which is spiritual death, 2001, 8626, 3705,
2842, 7043, 10,288, 27082.

'17. "And now, I pray thee, let the power of the Lord be great,
according as thou hast spoken, saying," denotes that hence,. those
who are tempted, are earnest in their prayers to the Lord, and in
their application to the Word, from which they have the perception,
because Moses, in this case denotes those who are tempted, 7010,
ver. 12; "I pray thee," denotes earnest prayer, 2.~1.~; the power of
the Lord being great, denotes the revelation of Divine Truth from
Divine Good, thus revelation by application to the Word, 6343,2227;
and speaking and saying denotes influx and perception, 295,1, 1822.

18. The Lord being slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy, denotes
that He is, in reality, pure love, and abundant in mercy, 6997; for
giving iniquity and transgression, denotes that He will remove evil
internally and externally, 868, 9156; by no means clearing the guilty,
denotes the removal of evil only in the case of those who repent,
9075, 3400; and visiting the iniquities of the fathers upon the children
upon the third and upon the fourth generation, denotes that only
those who deliberately choose evil will remain in it, because evil
which is increased and confirmed by falsity in a long series, is con
joined with that falsity, and becomes permanent, 8876, 8877, 8878.

19. "T'ardon, 1 pray thee, the iniquity of this people according unto
the greatness of thy mercy, and according as thou hast forgiven this
people from Egypt even until now," denotes that therefore the Spiritual
know that their earnest desire for the removal of their evils, 7010,
ver. 12, 2535, will be complied with according to the mercy of the
Lord, 6997, even as is the case in every temptation in which man
conquers by the po\ver of the Lord, 868, 3400, 6661.

20. By the Lord saying, "I have pardoned according to thy word,"
is denoted that therefore also they receive the assurance in them
selves of complete deliverance according to Divine Truth, 2001, 1822,
868, 3400, 7010.

2 I. "But in very deed, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled
with the glory of the Lord," denotes that, nevertheless, as surely as
the Lord is Life Itself; as surely as He made His Human Divine;
and as surely as He regenerates man internally and externally,
1735, 1733, 984, 5922, 8427.

22. By all those men are clearly denoted the wicked generally,
ver. 10; by seeing the Lord's glory and His signs which He wrought
in Egypt and in the wilderness, is denoted instruction in Divine Good
and Divine Truth internally and externally, 2150, 8427, 7273, 7290,
5013, 2708; by their tempting the Lord these ten times, is denoted
having the opportunity of being regenerated through temptations
and remains in all fulness, 8682, 576, 8468; and by their not hearken
ening to the Lord's voice, is denoted persistence in their own life
of disobedience, 2542.

23. Their certainly not seeing the land which the Lord sware unto
their fathers, nor any of them that despised Him seeing it, denotes
that they cannot enter into the heavenly state, which is from the
Lord by irrevocable confirmation with the good; nor especially can
they do so who have confirmed evil by falsity, 7738, 37QS, 2001,
2842 , 37033

, 9257.

24. By "my servant" is denoted he who acknowledges himself to
be the servant of the Lordv j; 161; by Caleb is denoted one receptive
of the heavenly life, chap. xiii. 6; by another spirit being in him,
is denoted the life of love and charity internally, 5307; by his follow
ing the Lord fully, is denoted that he truly embodies that life in
his actions, 925 I; by bringing him into the land whereinto he went,
is denoted that he finally realizes, that life in fulness, 37°$; and by
his seed possessing it, is denoted that, with him, good and truth
will abundantly increase, 1940, 194I, 2658.

25. The Amalekite and the Canaanite dwelling in the valley,
denotes that, in the meantime, evils and falsities internal and external"
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will occupy the natural man, chap. xiii, 29, 1723; and to-morrow
turning and going into the wilderness by the \vay of the Red Sea,
denotes that therefore changes of state follow continually, and that
other temptations are impending through influx from the hells in a
state of obscurity, 3998, 6226, 1457, 2708, 4867, 8099.

26. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the "lord, 7010; by Aaron, in
subordination to Moses, is represented doctrine, 7089; and by saying
is denoted perception, 1822.

27- By "Ho\v long shall I bear with this evil congregation," or
rather assembly, "which murmur against me?" is denoted that
temptations must needs continue with the man of the Spiritual
Church, who is not yet wholly confirmed in good, 2001, 9937, 7843,
835 I ; and by " I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel
which they murmur against me," is denoted that as long- as evil is
active, and at the same time there is perception of Divine Truths,
835 1, 2691, 2692.

28. "Say unto them," denotes perception, 1822; '~as I live, saith
the Lord," denotes since the Lord is Life Itself, 17~5, 2001; and
"surely as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do unto you,"
denotes that the communication of that life to man, is altogether
according to the state of the man, 42924, 3869, 2618.

29· By" your carcases shall fall in this wilderness," is denoted that
the wicked, who are in external worship and yet without spiritual
life, are vasta ted of all spiritual truth, and are thus in spiritual
darkness, ver. TO, 7843, 5156, 390010, 7102, 6000 9 , on Ps. xci. 5, 6,
270 8 2 ; by "all that were numbered of you, according to your whole
number," is denoted notwithstanding that, outwardly, they formed
a portion of the Spiritual Church, chap. ii. 32; and by "from twenty
years old and upward which have murmured asrainst me," is denoted
that they were then in intelligence as to truths, some perception 'of
charity, and endured temptations, 2280, 10,225, 1664, chap. i. 3,
835 1. ,

30 . By "surely ye shall not come into the land concerning- which I
lifted up my hand that I would make you dwell therein," is denoted
that neither can they enjoy the' life of heaven, which the Lord from
His Divine Omnipotence is both willing and able to impart to man,
18.13, 3705, 5327, 7545, 4480; and by "save Caleb the son of Jephun
neh, .and Joshua the son of Nun," is denoted that they who are in
good from Divine Truths, and in truths derived from good, alone do
this, ver. 6.

31. "Your little ones," denotes those who are in innocence and yet
in apparent danger through' ignorance, 4797 2 ; "which ye said should
be a prey," denotes, not only danger through ignorance, but also
from hereditary defilements, 5763, 8876; "them will J bring in,"
denotes that they are capable of receiving good, and do receive it
from the Lord, 2001, 9500, 3705; "and they shall know the land,"
denotes that they can be instructed in good and truth, 2230 , 37°5;
and "\vhich ye have rejected," denotes which the wicked reject and
despise, 9257. "

32. "As for you, your carcascs shall fall in this wilderness," denotes
that therefore the wicked must necessarily perish through vastation
as to good and truth, and through the adoption of the evil and falsity
which they have confirmed in themselves, ver. 29.

33. "And your children shall be wanderers," or shepherds, "in the
wilderness forty years," denotes that those who are capable of re
generation by the reception of innocence, are instructed in their
obscurity, and endure a full course of spiritual temptations, 47972 ,

6044, 2708, 730; "and shall bear your whoredorns until your carcases
be consumed in the wilderness," denotes that they shall be 'subject to
the fluctuations caused by the falsification of truth through evil
until they themselves are vastated of all evil and falsity, 9937, 6348,
ver. 29.

34. .« After the number of the days in which ye spied out the land,
even forty days," denotes that the tendencies to evil from hell with
man, are equally balanced by, tendencies to good with him from the
I...ord, because by numbering is denoted quality as to evil or good,
10,217, and forty days denotes a full course of temptation, in which
man forms his character for good or for evil in freedom, 7304, 19375 ,

Deut. viii. 2, 3, 16; "for every day a year," denotes that all general
states involve those which are particular, 487, 488; and "shall ye
bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ve shall know my aliena
tion," or the "revoking of my promise," denotes the necessity that
everyone should endure temptations, and should freely choose his
own eternal life, because by bearing iniquities, is denoted the removal
of evil, by man, as from himself, but in reality from the Lord, 9937;
by forty years is denoted during a full course of temptation, 7:,04,
1937, Deut. viii. 2, 3, 16; and by knowing the Lord's alienation,
or "the revoking of His promise," or His" aversion," is denoted the
knowledge that evil is opposed to good from the Lord, and thus that
man is bound to make his choice between evil on the one hand and
good on the other, 3994 1

, 5798.

35. By "I the Lord have spoken," is denoted the unchangeable
character of Divine Good and Divine Truth, 2001, 7304, 10,602; by
H surely this will I do unto all this evil congregation," or rather
assembly, "that are gathered together against me," is denoted that
evil is the opposite of good, and falsity the opposite of truth, 10,602,
7843, 679, 6112; and by "in this wilderness they shall be consumed,
and there they shall die," is denoted that the wicked are consumed
by their own falsities, and are overwhelmed by their own evils, 2708,
10,43 I, 2908.

36. The men whom Moses sent out to spy the land, denote those
who have the opportunity of choosing good and truth, chap. xiii. 2;
and their returning and making all the congregation, or rather
assembly, murmur against him by bringing ~p an evil report against
the land, denote those who turn away from g-ood and truth and
intensify the state of temptation with the man of the church because
they are unwilling to engage in the conflict with evil, 2454, 7843,.
835 1, 7010, 4674, 3705.

37. By those men dying by the plague before the Lord, is denoted
that they could confirm their evil by falsity, destroy in themselves
all remains, and thus render their salvation impossible, 10,219.
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38. By Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of jephunneh
remaining alive of those men who went to spy out the land, is
denoted that those who are in truth derived from good, and in good
derived from truth, and who do not confirm their evils by falsities,
are in the enjoyment of the life of good, because they have con
firmed that life by truths, ver. 6,6119, ver. 2.

39. Moses telling the Lord's words unto all the childrep. of Israel,
and the people mour-ning greatly, denotes that also Divine Truth
is revealed to the man of the church when corrupted; and the first
effect thereof is mourning on account of their sin and weakness,
32°9, 3654, 2910.

40. Rising up early in the morning denotes a state of illustration,
2540; getting up to the top of the mountain, denotes, in this case, the
excitement of selfish fear, 1691; and by their saying, "Lo, we be
here, we will go up to the place which the Lord hath. promised: for
we have sinned," is denoted that there is willingness to be obedient
and outwardly, at least, to adopt the heavenly life, and f.orsake their
sin, 3335., 3705, 2001, 5076.

41. Moses saying, "vVhe'refore do ye transgress the commandment
of the Lord, seeing it shall not prosper? " denotes that Divine Truth
perceives the state of externalism, and therefore of disobedience, and
affirms that man cannot overcome evil by and from himself, 7010,
1822, 3400, 9156, 8560, 2 IS0, 4972 •

42. "Go not up, for the Lord is not among you; that ye be not
smitten down before your enemies," denotes that outward resistance
to evil only, does not give conjunction with the Lord; nor can it
overcome the evils of the selfish life, 1543, 2001, 200, 10,510, 2851.

43. "For there the Amalekite and the Canaanite are before you,"
denotes that with such persons interior and exterior evils prevail,
8S93, 1063 ; "ye shall fall by the sword," denotes that falsities from
those evils are destructive of spiritual life, 279915; "because ye are
turned back from following the Lord," denotes that they avert them
selves from the Supreme Life, 2454, 2001; and "therefore the Lord
is not with you," denotes that therefore they cannot receive it, 2001.

44. Their presuming to go up to the top of the mountain, denotes
that the man in this external state is presumptuous, and elevates
himself as if secure of victory, 1543, 1691; and the ark of the covenant
of the Lord, nevertheless, not departing out of the camp, denotes that
such persons have no interior conjunction with the Lord, and with
Divine Truth; nor are they prepared for a real conflict, 93961, 93965,
7010, 4236.

45.The Amalekite COIning down and the Canaanite from the moun
tain, and smitirig thern , and beating them down even unto Hannah,
denotes that evils interior and exterior break forth from within them ;
and that evil, then, both as to the will and the understanding, impels
them to their ultimate destruction, 8593, 1063, 1691, 10,5 10, 9081,
8165. The last reference is intended to illustrate the signification
of Horrnah, which means destruction, or utter devastation, and there
fore denotes this,

It is evident from this whole chapter that many particulars con
cerning temptations, are contained in its internal sense, and that

it will be profitable to consider them. First, therefore, be it observed
that spiritual temptation is a conflict in the mind of the man of the
church between opposing principles of evil and good, the former
being- represented by the Israelites who murmured, and the latter
by Caleb and Joshua. And it must be remembered here, that it is
the tempted man himself who must decide, from the state of reason
and liberty in the .exercise of which the Lord preserves him. And
yet this does not appear to him 'who is enduring the temptation,
because he is in that condition, which is represented appropriately
by night. And when it is said that the whole of the people cried
and wept in that night, it is to be understood. again, that the tempted
man himself, who is required to decide, experiences that state of
temporary darkness and distress. And not only so; hut it is, thirdly,
the man himself who for the time being, opposes the Divine Truth
and Divine Good represented by Moses and Aaron.

For it is :1 fact that when we are tempted. we appear to ourselves
to ·be .the very evil by which we are tempted, and to desire in our
despair, the extinction of our lives from the lack of natural delig-hts,
and from scarcity as to truths, which are respectivelv signified by
Egypt, and the wilderness. But, of course, nobody's life can ever be
extinguished, the wicked indeed only desiring the cessation in them
selves of the heavenly life, and the good in their extremity only
fearing lest they should lose it.

And then look at the next experience, which is an intensification
of the state of despair. For with regard to the wicked who will
fail, they look upon the Lord as their enemy, who will destrov them,
when yet their own falsities take away their true spiritual life, and
their own evil affections matured and incipient. deprive them of the
love of what is good, and of all innocence; while on the other hand,
the good fear greatly the loss of their truths by apparently prevail
ing falsities. and the loss also of their cherished heavenly affections.
And now, therefore, the state of despair culminates with the good,
and they have a strong impulse to give themselves up to what is
merely' natural by which they are tempted; and the wicked actually
do this by confirming themselves in their evils through falsities.

But now follows another aspect of the temptation, and upon this
we may briefly reflect. The good do not resist evil from themselves,
as the wicked oppose good; on the contrary, they come into a state
of profound humiliation, inmostly acknowledging that, of themselves,
they are nothing but evil. while, in a lower deg-ree, they mourn for
the apparent loss of good and truth as described in the correspond
ential language of verso ::\-6. And now, therefore, as a consequence
of this, they have consolation and hope, and confidence from the
Lord that the .heavenly state, after which they are striving, is exceed
ingly desirable, that internally it is one of felicity, and that externally
it is filled with natural delights, which are so often in the Word
called milk and honey; and they no long-er fear, but are certain, from
their love of good, that they shall realize it, that their temptations
are a means, and that in evil there is no power. But, lastly, how
different is the result of a state of trial with the evil and with the
good; for the' former reject good, and therefore reg-ard the truth as
falsitv, while the latter are greatly enlightened by it, not only in
ternally but also externally.

And, then, who cannot see in preparing- to study the second section,
how wonderfully revelation was adapted to the state of the Israelites,
although it was so framed that at the same time it might contain
the internal sense, which should afterwards be revealed? For here
we find that even the I...ord Himself is described as acting- like a
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mere man, who is subject to fits of anger, and who is capable of
being- diverted from his desire to destroy, or-remove those who' oppose
him by selfish considerations and fears. But we know that the Lord
does ~ot so act; and therefore we may the more easily discern that
the' literal sense of the Word contains accommodated truths, or
appearances, which are only the coverings for those which are
genuine, and that for these we ought to look. Let us, then, do
this, and be thereby spiritually instructed.

The merely natural man all over the world, here represented by
the Israelites in their state of opposition to the Lord, despises what
is .really good, and will not believe what is really true, and miracles
performed before him would not convince him. He even destroys
in hirnsel f those remains of such good and truth which, from his
childhood, have been communicated to him, from the Divine Spirit;
and instead of becoming an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven, he
turns away from it; while the spiritual-natural man, here signified
by Moses, becomes truly receptive of the Divine life. But, in a state
of temptation, even this man is in fear, lest his merely natural loves
should triumph, and yet he is consoled by the thought that he is .
a free man because the Lord has redeemed him. But still his tempta
tion continues, and he dreads, not only his own 'perverted external
natural feelings, but also the various interior falsities, and the pride
of selfish love, which are denoted by the inhabitants of the land to be
conquered, and especially by the sons of Anak, and he dreads that
spiritual death in the wilderness, from which none but the Lord can
save him. Now is not this a true picture? But consider the next,
which extends to ver. 20 inclusive. The Lord is love itself .and mercy
itself, and is always ready to forgive; but pardon for sin is not un
conditional, as it is here so powerfully shown'; and, moreover, it
depends in every case upon the state of the man; and hence we read
elsewhere, "If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the Rood of
the, land; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the
sword ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it" (Isaiah i. Iq-20).

We need not wonder, therefore, at what is said in the remainder of
this section. But here we would call particular attention to the
statement of ver. 22, which declares that the Israelites had tempted
the Lord ten times, and means, spiritually, "having the opportunity
of being regenerated through temptations and remains in all fulness."
That is to say, no one is ever condemned to the infernal life, without
having- had the opportunity of choosing the heavenly life. Of course,
it is clear that the Lord is not tempted by anyone, as the literal sense
states; and neither does He tempt anyone, although it is said that
He did tempt Abraham; for it is impossible that the unchangeable,
the. pure, and the holy Lord can thus be affected or thus act. But
Juan is tempted through the evils that appertain to him, and which
he has indulg-ed; and even in this way there is no spiritual ternpta
tion, through the incitement to' do evil only, but there must be
principles of goodness and truth with man as well from the Lord,
and these are called remains, .and are' signified by the number ten,
the same number also signifying- what is full , or. complete. For
remains are stored up with man by the Lord, throughout his whole
life; nor is any man ever led or permitted by the Lord to enter into
temptations, who has not been supplied with truths adequate to
the conflict. And, indeed, it may easily be seen, by those who reflect,
that an impulse to do evil from some selfish passion, and a resistance
to that impulse from some other selfish motive, is not' a conflict
between good and evil, or between truth and falsity in which spiritual
temptation really consists. And hence now we may see how very

much spiritual, instruction is involved in the statement that the
Israelites had tempted. the Lord ten times. And thus we might com
ment on ev,ery sentence in the section, had we space. But let us add
only a few words, We are taught to pray: "Lead us not into
temptation," first, because no one should desire to have his evils
excited; secondly, because the Lord leads man continually, and
especially during temptations; and, thirdly, because the Lord by
means of temptations delivers us from evil.

As the next section describes the experiences of the wicked and their
vastation, and the final deliverance of the good; as vastation is a
term applied both to the wicked and the good; and as the subject is
not clearly understood iii some respects, the following remarks upon
it are first given as a general illustration of the contents of the
section. To vastate, or devastate, is to lay waste, and therefore
specifically it signifies to deprive the wicked during' the process of
their judgment of the truths they have acquired in their earthly life,
and which might have been the means of their salvation, had they
been properly used by choosing the heavenly life in preference to the
selfish life, which constitutes the ruling love of the infernals. But
it may be thought that, surely, the Lord does not deprive anyone
of truths, since it must be a good thing to retain them. The Lord,
however, does not thus vastate evil spirits; it is their own evils which
reject truths, because evils and truths cannot agree together. It
therefore follows, that to the wicked in the other life are given the
falsities which agree with their evils, while to the good are given
the truths which agree with their good, according to the Lord's
words in speaking of the Judgrnent, where it is written, "For unto
everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance:
but from him that hath not, even that which he hath shall be taken
away" (Matt. xxv, 29). That is, to him who hath goodness shall
truths in agreement therewith be given, while from him that hath
not goodness, shall the truths be taken away which he has. This
taking away of truths, therefore; from the evils, or their rejection
by the evil, is vastation .in the proper sense; but at the same time
the term is also applied to the good in order to describe the removal
from them, in the process of their judgment, of the falsities and other
imperfections that they have contracted, and which do not agree with
their ruling love, or essential heavenly delight. And it may be here
remarked, that much suffering is sometimes endured by the good
in this vastation, and that this suffering is called punishment, even
as is the suffering of the infernals themselves, which naturally follows
as the consequence of indulgence in their evils. But, nevertheless,
all punishments, whether they occur for the purification of the good,
or for the restraining of the wicked, are beneficial (A. C. 696).

And from what has now been said, it may be clearly seen,
generally, that the punishment denounced upon the children of Israel,
and upon the ten spies "rho encouraged them in their opposition to
Caleb and Joshua, denotes the vastation of the wicked, and hence
that the particulars recorded relate to that vastation. And thus it is
evident that, by their carcases falling in the wilderness, is signified,
that the wicked are deprived of all true spiritual life; that by_ their
not coming into the promised land is spiritually meant, that the
wicked cannot enter into the heavenly .life ; that by Caleb and Joshua
and the children of that generation entering, is denoted that the good
do come into heaven; that by their wandering in the wilderness
forty years, is denoted the temptations of the good; and that by
knowing the Lord's alienation is denoted that the wicked will kt;ow
that evil is opposed to good from the Lord, and cannot be reconciled
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER XV

1. Concerning the worship of the Lord outwardly in various states
?f he~ven and ~he church, namely, that it increases in fulness and
~ntenslty acco:dII~g to the degree in which the good of innocence
Increases, beginning ill the inmost, descending also to the interior
and ,fin~lly occupying the external man, and thus every degree of
man s Iife, verso 1-16.

2. Conc~rnin~ the appropriation of good, when it is confirmed
and established In the heavenly state, that then it is fully vivified from
the Lord bot~ by acknowledgment ~nd perception, verso 17-2 J.

3. Concern!ng errors through Ignorance or inadvertence, and
alnendln~nt In co?sequence, through the worship of the Lord by
consecration to Him, and for the removal of the evil in order that
the external 111an may be fully harmonized with the internal and
the whole man with the Lord, verso 22-31. '

4. Concerning the claiming of merit, even when man is in a
prevailing state of good and truth conjoined, and the method of- its
removal and rejection, verso 32-36.

5. And concerning the study of the Word in -its literal sense in
?rder that its particulars may be known, imbibed and practised; and
III order that ~11 merely ~elfish love and intelligence by which its
truths are continually falsified may be removed, verso 37-41.

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

with it. And, further, it may thus be known that by being con
su~ed and d¥i.ng, is signified that the wl"cked a:e consumed by
their o.wn falsItl~s, and are overwhelmed by their own evils; that by
the spies who died by the plague, are represented the wicked who
perish by the destruction of remains in themselves; and that by
Joshua and Caleb alone remaining alive, is denoted that those alone
who ar~ obedient, and d<? not confirm their evils by falsities, are in
the enjoyment of the life of good, which really constitutes the
heavenly life.

But the last section is by no means the least important of our
~hapter. For, in a degenerate age and state of the church, nothing
IS more prevalen t than. a selfish desire for salvation, which is not
attended by a knowledge of what salvation is; and which causes
men to imagine that merely outward resistance' to evil -is sure of
victory over it. . But the particulars before us show the contrary.
Men are always Instructed from the Word concerning Divine things·
and in its li teral sense are plainly set forth -the consequences of aI~
evil life, just as it is said that Moses told all the people the words of
the Lord. And the merely natural man, who outwardly acknow
le?g:es the Word is frequently alarmed at its threatenings against the
wicked, so that a state of fear and of mourning for sin is produced,
which is well represented by the mourning of the Israelites on this
occasion. But let us note carefully, how Divine Truth clearly dis
cerns the real condition of a man internally, and warns him against
seeking salvation from the fear of punishment only. "Go not up,"
It. says, _" for the Lord is not anl0ng you." How true, then, is this
picture to human experience! And also, in spite of being warned,
how many are there who presume to "go up into the mountain,"
that is, to put on the appearance of being in genuine love, not aware
that inward evils beset them; that external worship without internal
is of no use; and that if their inmost love is not in harmony with
the life of the celestial angels, or with that Divine Law, which they
so clearly perceive, represented here by the ark, there is no real
victory for them! No wonder, therefore, that such persons do not
overcome their spiritual enemies; that they are driven back in their
vain attempt; and that, at length, they are indeed entirely devastated.
A.bove all things, therefore, let the man of the church be genuine; let
him know that real truth alone is competent to overcome evil; and
that real goodness from the Lord is that alone which entitles him
to enjoy the hidden manna, and the white stone, and the new name,
which no man knoweth but he that receiveth it (Rev. ii. 17). For
these are the love of good, the pure truth, and the new quality of
the fully regenerated external man,

2. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, When ye be come
into the land of your habita
tions, whicn I give unto
you,

2. To the man of the church
by influx internally and by
thought externally, that when
he is confirmed in the life
which constitutes the Lord's
kingdom in heaven and on
earth;

3. And will make an
offering by fire unto the
LORD, a burnt offering, or
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3. And when he worships
the Lord outwardly from love
either celestial or spiritual;
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a sacrifice, to accomplish a
vow, or as a freewill offer
ing, or in your set feasts,
to make a sweet savour unto
the LORD, of the herd, or of
the flock:

4.' Then shall he that
offereth his oblation offer
unto the LORD a meal offer
ing of a tenth part of an.
ephah. of fine flour mingled
with the fourth part of an
hin of oil:

5. And wine for the drink
offering, the fourth part of
an hin, shalt thou prepare
with the burnt offering or
for the sacrifice, for each
lamb.

6. Or for a ram, thou
shalt prepare for a meal
offering two tenth parts of
an ephah of fine flour
mingled with the third part
of an hin of oil:

7. And for the drink offer
ing thou shalt offer the third
part of an hin of wine, of a
sweet savour unto the LORD.

. 8. And when thou prepar
est a bullock for a burnt

. offering, or for a sacrifice, to
accomplish a vow, or for
peace offerings unto the
fJORD:

9. Then shall he offer
with the bullock a meal
offering of three tenth parts
of an ephah of fine flour
mingled with half an hin of
oil.

either as to the external man
from a principle of truth, or
from a principle of good
freely; or from good appropri
ated by the reciprocation of
the Lord's love with delight
either natural or spiritual,

4. Then he must worship
the Lord also internally, from
what is sufficient according to
spiritual good and celestial
good in conjunction;

5.. And also as to spiritual
truth conjoined with good, if
his external worship, either
celestial or spiritual, shall be
from the good of innocence in
the inmost degree of his life
only.

6. But if it shall also be
from the good of "innocence
in the middle degree, then his
internal worship from spirit
ual or celestial good is in
greater proportion as to con
junction and fulness ;

7. And so also his worship,
from spiritual truth conjoined
with good is in the same in
creased proportion.

8. And lastly if it shall be
from the good of innocence in
the ultimate degree also as to
external worship from celestial
or spiritual good, from truth,
or from good freely,

9. Then his internal wor
ship from spiritual and celes
tial good is in the greatest
proportion,

10. And thou shalt offer
for the drink offering half
an hin of wine, for an offer
ing made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the LORD.

II. Thus shall it be done
for each bullock, or for each
ram, or for each of the he
lambs, or of the kids.

12. According to the
number that ye shall pre
pare, so shall ye do to every
one according to their
number.

13· All that are horneborn
sh~l1 do these things after
this mariner, in offering an
offering made by fire, of a
sweet savour unto the LORD.

14· And if a stranger
sojourn with you, or who
soever be among you
throughout your· genera
nons, and will offer an offer
ing made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the LORD; as ye
do, so he shall do.

R

10. And so also in his in
ternal worship from spiritual
truth conjoined with good;
and then his worship is alto
gether from the love of good,
and. from the delightful per
ception of truth well pleasing
to the Lord.

I I. And this is true with
regard to every individual
who is regenerated, and to
every faculty of each indivi
dU~1 fulness .of worship being
universally In proportion to
~he recept~on of the good of
Innocence In the ultimate the
middle and the inmost degree
of the mind with the angels
of the celestial and spiritual
kingdoms respectively.

12. For indeed, the quality
of the whole heaven in respect
to the worship of the Lord
and the reception of celestial
and spiritual good, is to be
measured by the quality of
each individual as to the good
of innocence.

13. And this is the law con
cerning the reception of the
good of innocence into the
external affections capable of
conjunction with the interior
and' internal man when wor
ship is performed from love
grateful and well pleasing to
the Lord.

14. And so also for those
who are in a state of instruc
tion in every state of the
church; the Lord is wor
shipped from love, and such
worship ·is grateful and well
pleasing on that account.
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IS. For the assembly,
there shall be one statute for
you, and for the stranger
that sojourneth with you, a
statute for ever throughout
your generations: as ye are,
so shall the stranger be
before the LORD.

16. One law and one ordi
nance shall be for you, and
for the stranger that sojourn
eth with you.

17. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

18. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, When ye come into
the land whither I bring
you.,

19. Then it shall be, that,
when ye eat of the bread of
the land, ye shall offer up
an heave offering unto the
LORD.

20. Of the first of your
dough ye shall offer upa
cake for an heave offering:
as ye do the heave offering
of the threshing-floor, so
shall ye heave it.

21. Of the first of your
dough ye shall give unto

IS. And indeed, the law is
the same both for those who
are established in spiritual
truths, and for those in a
state of instruction in every
period of the church. For the
Lord regards with equal care
both the man of the internal
church and the man of the
external.

16. And consequently also
the natural man, as well as
the celestial and the spiritual,
receives the good of inno
cence through the same pro
cess.

17. Further also there is
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

18. By influx internally and
by thought externally with the
man of the Spiritual Church,
that when he is confirmed in
the principle of good which
makes heaven and the church,
from the Lord,

19. And appropriates that
good, it shall be vivified by
acknowledgment and percep
tion that it is from Him.

20. Also all truth derived
from good shall be acknow
ledged to be from the Lord,
when that truth is conjoined
with its good and is vivified;
for as the good of truth must
be seen to be from the Lord
before regeneration, so also
must the truth of good after
regeneration.

2 I. And .this acknowledg
merit that the power of the

the LORD an heave offering
t?roughout your genera
nons.

22. And when ye shall
err, and not observe all these
commandments, which the
LORD hath spoken unto
Moses,

23. Even all that the
LORD hath commanded you
by the hand of Moses, from'
the day that the LORD gave
commandment, and onward
throughout your srenera-

. b
trons ;

24· Then it shall be, if it
be done unwittingly, with
out the knowledge of the
congregation, that all the
congregation shall offer one
young bullock for a burnt
offering, for a sweet savour
unto the LORD, with the
meal offering thereof and
the dr.ink offering thereof,
according to the ordinance,
and one he-goat for a sin
offering.

25. And the priest shall
make atonement for all the
congregation of the children
of I~rael, and they shall be
forgiven : for it was an
err?r, and t~ey have brought
their oblation, an offerina

b
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perception of truth from good
is from the Lord must con
tinue and be perpetual both
during regeneration and after
it.

22. Moreover, in the case
in which every man wanders
from truth and goodness which
are received from the Lord by
the Word, although he is
regenerated;

23. Even as to all the truth
and good received from the
Word, and by influx during
the course of regeneration;

24. Then it shall be, if such
error arise from ignorance or
inadvertence, or both as to
the understanding and the
will, and thus as to all the
powers of the mind, then
acknowledgment shall be made
to the Lord that this error
sprang from the innocence of
ignorance in the natural man
which is now newly sanctified
to the Lord, such acknowledg
ment also being internally
from spiritual good and truth
according to order, and being
also accompanied by the con
fession of sin and its removal
by means of the truth of faith
involving sorne charity from
the Lord.

25. :,\~d. in this way shall
reconciliation between the in
ternal and external man be
effected by good from the
Lord as to the whole of man's
powers, and full remission
shall follow ,because it was
through inadvertence, and
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made by fire unto the LORD,
and their sin offering before
the LORD, for their error:

26. And all the congrega
tion of the children of Israel
shall be 'forgiven, and the
stranger that sojourneth
among them; for in respect
of all the people it "vas done
unwittingly.

27. And if one person sin
unwittingly, then he shall
offer a she-goat of the first
year for a sin offering.

28. And the priest shall
make atonement for the soul
that erreth, when he sinneth
unwittingly, before the
LORD, to make atonement
for him; and he shall be
forgiven.

29. Ye shall have one law
for him that doeth aught un
wittingly, for him that is
homeborn among the chil
dren of Israel, and for the
stranger that sojourneth
among them.

30. But the soul that
doeth aught with an high

acknowledgment has been
made from natural good con
joined with that which is spirit
ual and celestial and confes
sion and remission have
followed.

26. Arid such remission
shall not only be extended, to
all the powers of the mind' or
to the whole church where a
number of persons is con
cerned, but also to such facul
ties or such persons as are
being instructed; for in
respect to the, whole man, or
to the whole church it .was
a sin of ignorance.

27. And if such error takes
place with regard to one
faculty only, or if it arises
from the understanding with
out the consent' of the will.
then acknowledgment and
confession shall be made from
the interior good of faith in
all fulness, and remission from
the Lord shall follow.

28. For good from the
Lord shall reconcile the ex
ternal to the internal man,
where error takes place in
advertently, where the Lord
is inwardly acknowledged;
and such reconciliation shall
be effected through the remis
sion of evil by Him.

29. And this law concerning
a sin of ignorance shall apply
equally to one who is con
firmed in the good and truth
of the church, and to one who
is in a state of instruction:

30. But wilful sin from the
pride of selfish love, whether

hand, whether he be home
born or a' stranger, the same
blasphemeth the LORD; and
that soul shall be cut off
from among his people.

3 I. Because he hath de
spised the word of the LORD,
and hath broken his com
mandment; that soul shall
utterly be cut off, his ini
quity shall be upon him.

32. And while the children
. of Israel were in the wilder

ness, they found a man
gathering sticks upon the
sabbath day.

33. And they that found
him gathering sticks
brought him unto Moses
and Aaron, and unto all the
congregation.

34. And they put him in
ward, because it had not
been declared what should
be done to him.

35. And the LORD said
unto Moses, The man shall
surely be put to death: all
the congregation shall stone
him with stones without the
camp.
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by him whose ruling love is
good notwithstanding, or who
is in a state of truth leading
to good, is the profanation
of good and truth from the
Lord, and is productive of
spiritual death, or of separa
tion from the Lord until
repentance takes place;

3 1 • Because such sin is a
sin against Divine Truth, or
the Word, perverts influx, and
destroys correspondence, thus
making the removal of evil
impossible, or possible only
through sincere repentance.

32. But it happens to the
man of the church during
regeneration, when he is dis
posed to claim merit for his
good deeds-even though he
is in a prevailing state of
good conjoined to truth-and
also actually does so;

,33. That the truths of the
Word condemn such persons,
and this not only because such
a state is contrary to the lead
ing principles of truth and
good in the church, but also
to the general perception of
truth with which man is
endowed.

34. And consequently there
is a state of restraint and
uncertainty, until the par
ticular truths concerning the
evil of claiming merit are
revealed and considered.

35. But revelation is made
from the Lord by Divine
Truth, that such a state is
contrary to the genuine life
of good and truth, and must
therefore be rejected.
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36. And all the congrega
tion brought him without
the camp, and stoned him
with stones, and he died;
as the LORD commanded
Moses.

36. And therefore it is to
be separated from the church
and from the heavenly life,
and must suffer the punish
ment of falsity conjoined with
evil causing spiritual death;
for this is according to
Divine Truth from Divine
Good.

of the land of Egypt, to be
your God: I am the LORD

your God.

247

Divine Truth in conjunction,
and by Him alone is man
delivered from the bondage
of the merely natural life in
order that he may first be led
by truths, and may afterwards
realize in himself the full con
junction of good and truth.

37. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

38. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and bid them
that they make them fringes
in the borders of their gar
ments throughout their
generations, and that they
put upon the fringe of each
border a cord of blue:

39. And it shall be unto
you for a' fringe, that ye
may look upon it, and re
member all the command
ments of the LORD, and do
them; and that ye go not
about after your own heart
and your own eyes, after
which ye use to go a whor
ing:

40. That ye tnay remem
ber and do all my command
ments, and be holy unto
your God.

-41. I am the LORD your
God, which brought you out

37. And again there IS

revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

38. That the man of the
church is urged both by an
appeal .to the understanding
and the will to study the Word
of the Lord in its literal sense,
as to the particulars of truth
there, even during the whole
course of regeneration, and to
do so from the love of truth
conjoined with the love of
good.

39. And the reason why the
Word of the Lord is thus to

J?e studied in its literal sense,
, that - it may not only be
understood, but also that it
may be imbibed and practised
as to its particulars, and thus
that the love of good and'
truth may overcome all merely
selfish love and intelligence by
which the truths of the Word
are continually falsified.

40. For the love of good
conjoined with the love of
truth, causes particular truths
to be more easily remembered,
and applied to life, thus pro
ducing the sanctification of
the external man as well as
the internal;

41. And from the Lord pro
ceed both Divine Good and

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; bv speaking is denoted influx, 2q51; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822. -

2. Speaking unto the children of Israel and saying, denotes influx
internally, and thought externally, with the man of the Spiritual
Church, 2951, 1195; and" when ye be co-me into the land of your
habitations which I give unto you," denotes when he is confirmed
in the life which constitutes the Lord's kingdom in heaven and on
earth, 1853, 3705, 10,646, 8899.

~. Making: an offering by fire unto the Lord denotes the worship
of~the Lord outwardly from pure love" 10,055; a burnt offering or
sacrifice denotes worship either celestial .or spiritual, 923; to accom
plish a vow, or as a freewill offering, denotes either as to the external
man from a principle of truth, or from a principle of good freely,
38805, 10,097; and" in your set feasts, to make a sweet savour unto
the Lord of the herd or of the flock," denotes, or from ¢ood appro
priated by the reciprocation of the Lord's love with delight either
natural or spiritual, 2187, 9286, 5913, 6126, 10,054.

4. Offering- a meal offering with the burnt offering, denotes worship
also internally as well as externally, 458r4, 10,079 end; a tenth part
denotes what is sufficient, 10,136; fine flour denotes spiritual good,
2177, 10,136; oil denotes celestial good, 2177, 10,136; and a fourth
part denotes as much as is necessary for conjunction, ro,I36.

Considering- what is said, respectively, in 2177, 4.~8I, and 10,079,
concerning the meal offering, it will appear that in this verse it
may denote either a superior degree of worship orr an inferior degree,
and that if it be taken to mean the latter, then the signification will
be that wherever there is internal worship, there must also be
external. And, indeed, whichever interpretation we adopt, we may
see that the great lesson of the verse, and therefore of the first
sixteen verses of the chapter, is that there should never be internal
worship without its corresponding external, nor, on the other hand,
external worship without its corresponding internal. But we have
preferred the latter, especially on account of the teaching of 10,079,
and because, according to the series, external worship leads to
internal, and is afterwards the expression of it.

5~ "Wine for a drink offering the fourth part of an hin ," denotes
also as to spiritual truth conjoined with good, 10,137; "prepared with
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the burn t offering or sacrifice," denotes if his external worship,
either celestial or spiritual, 923; and "for each lamb" denotes shall
be from the good of innocence in the inmost degree of his life only,
10,137·

6. "Or for a ram" denotes if the external worship shall also be
from the good of innocence in the middle degree, 10,137; and" thou
shalt prepare for a meal offering two tenth parts of an ephah of fine
flour mingled with the third part of an hin of oil," denotes that
then his internal worship from spiritual or celestial good is in greater
proportion as to conjunction and fulness, 10,137, 5194, 2788, ver. 4·

7. "And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third part of an
hin of wine of a sweet savour," or an odour of rest, "unto the Lord,"
denotes that so also his worship from spiritual truth conjoined with
good is in the same increased proportion, 10,137, 2788, 10,054·

8. Preparing a bullock denotes if worship shall be from the good
of innocence in the ultimate degree, 10,137; for a burnt offering or
for a sacrifice, denotes as to celestial or spiritual good, 923; and to
accomplish a VO\V, or for peace offerings unto the Lord, denotes from
truth, or from good freely, 38805, 10,097.

9. Offering with the bullock three tenth parts of an ephah of fine
flour mingled with half an hin of oil for a meal offering, denotes
that then his internal worship from spiritual and celestial good is
in the greatest proportion, 10,137, 2788, 5291, ver. 4.

10. Offering, with the meal offering, a drink 'Offering half an hin
of wine for an offering made by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord,
denotes that so also is his internal worship from spiritual truth
conjoined with good; and that then his worship is altogether from
the love of good, and from the delightful perception of truth well
pleasing to the Lord, 10,137, 529 I, 10,054, 10,055.

I I. I t being thus done for each bullock, or for each ram, or for
each of the he-lambs, or of the kids, denotes that this is true with
respect to every individual who is regenerated, and to every faculty of
each individual, fulness of worship being universally in proportion
to the reception of the good of innocence in the ultimate, the middle,
and the inmost degree of the mind, with the angels of the celestial
and spiritual kingdoms respectively, 10,136, 10,137, verso 4-9.

12. "According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye
do to everyone according to their number," denotes that indeed the
quality of the whole heaven in respect to the worship of the Lord,
and the reception of celestial and spiritual good, is to be measured
by the quality of each individual as to the good of innocence, 10,217,
verso 4-9.

13. All that are homeborn doing these things after this .manner.
in offering an offering made by fire of a sweet savour, unto the Lord,
denotes that this is the law concerning the reception of the good of
innocence into the external affections capable of conjunction with the
interior and internal man, when worship is performed from love,
grateful and well pleasing to the Lord, 1708J 6465, 10,137, 10,054,
10,055·

14. " And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever be among
you throughout your generations," denotes those who are in a state
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of instruction in every .state of the church, 1463, 1041, 683 ; Hand
will offer an offering made by fire of a sweet savour unto the Lord,"
denotes the worship of the Lord from love, grateful and well pleasing
CJn that account, 10,054, JO,055; and "as ye do so shall he do,"
denotes the same law for those under instruction, as for the man of
the internal or interior of the church, 6465.

IS. There being one statute for the assembly, or rather for the
congregation, and for the stranger sojourning, denotes that indeed
the law is the same for those who are established in spiritual truths
and for those who are in a state of instruction, 7843, 1463, 7884; a

.statute for ever throughout your generations, denotes in every period
of the church, 7884, 1°41; and H as ye are, so shall the stranger be
before the Lord," denotes that the Lord regards with equal care
both the man of the internal church and the man of the external,
7843, 1463.

16. "One law, and one ordinance being for the Israelites, and for
the stranger sojourning," denotes that consequently, also, the natural
man as well as the celestial and the spiritual receives the good of
innocence through the same process, 58263, 8357, 7843, 1463, 50812.

17. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001 ; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I ; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by
saying is denoted perception, 1822.

18. Speaking unto the children of Israel, and saying unto them,
denotes by influx internally and thought externally with the man of
the Spiritual Church, 2951,3395; and" when ye shall come into the
land whither I bring you," denotes that when he is confirmed in the
principle of good which makes heaven from the Lord, 1853, 3705,
61 IS.

19. By eating of the bread of the land is denoted the appropriation
ol good, 2187, 2165, 37°5; and offering a heave offering unto the Lord
denotes vivification by acknowledgment and perception that it is
from Him, 10,093.

20. Of the first of the dough offering up a cake for a heave offering,
denotes that all truth derived from good shall be acknowledged, or
perceived, to be from the Lord, when that truth is conjoined with
good and is vivified, 7966, 2177, 10,093, 6537; and Has ye do the
heave offering of the threshing-floor, so shall ye hf.\~.ve it," denotes
that as the good of truth must be seen to be froruche Lord before
regeneration, so also must the truth of good afte\r regeneration,
6537, 10,093·

2 I. Of the first of your dough, giving a heave offering to the Lord
throughout your generations, denotes that this acknowledgment,
namely, that the power of perceiving truth from good is from the
Lord, must continue an~ be perpetual both during regeneration and
after it, 1041.

22. "And when ye shall err, and not observe all these command
ments which the Lord hath spoken unto Moses," denotes that in the
case in which every man wanders from truth and goodness which
are received from the Lord by the Word although he is regenerated.
2679, 5625, 7167, 7010.
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2'2. ~~ Even all that the T..ord hath commanded you bv the hand
of Moses, from the day that the Lord Q"ave commandment. and
onward throuahout vou~ g-enerations." d~notes even as to all the
truth and ~ood received from the Word, and by influ-x during the
course of regeneration," 2001, 5486, 70TO, 487, 1041.

24. "T f it be done unwittinr-lv without the knowledge of the
ronen~ention." or, rather, assernblv. denotes that if such error arise
frot~ Ignorance or inadvcr tence , or both as to the understanding- and
t-he will, a nrl thus as to 811 the powers of the mind, 267Q, .C;62.C::, 78L1.\:
nne vouria bullock for Cl burnt offerins' of a sweet savour unto the
Tlord, denotes that reflection shall take place and that acknowledgment
shall be made to the Lord that this error sprang from the innocence
of i~nor::\nce in the natural man, which is now newly sanctified to
the 'Lord. IO.02T. IO,OC::1. IO.O.~4: the meal offering and the drink
offering- denote th.at such acknowledg-ment is also internally from
spiritual pood and truth ~'ccor'din~ to order, 4,~RI, 2 177. ,t~R2; and one'
he-goat for a sin offerin~ denotes the confession of sin and its
removal hv means of the truth of faith, involving some charity, or by
the exterior Rood of truth, 4169, 3400.

2.~. Bv the Driest makiria atonement for all the con~reg;:ltion, or
a ssernblv of the children of Israel. and bv their being forgiven. is
denoted that. in this wav, reconciliation between the internal and
external 111an sh811 be effected bv ~ood from the Lord, as to the
whole of man's powers, arid full remission shall follow. 0046, IO,OLl2,
7.84'\, \6.~4. 8n,\: and by its beina an error, and their havina brouaht
their burnt offer ins; and their sin offering' unto the Lord. 1S denoted
that it was throuah inadvertence. and that acknowledgment has
been made from natural ~ood conjoined with that which is spiritual
and cel-stial. and confession and remission have followed, 10,055,
~400, 868.

26. All the congregation, or rather assembly, of the children of Israel
bein~ forgiven. denotes not only remission for all the powers of the
mind or for the whole church where a number of persons is con
cerned, 784J ,,\654, 868; the stranger that sojourneth among them
denotes but also for such faculties or such persons as are being
instructed, r 463 ; and in respect to all the people, it being done unwit
tingly, denotes that in respect to the whole man, or the whole
church, 'it was a sin of ignorance, 2679, 5625, 7843.

27. One person sinning unwittingly denotes error with regard to
one faculty only, or error arising from the understanding without
the consent of the will, 3986, 1000; and offering a she-goat of the
first year for a sin offering, denotes that acknowledgment and con
fession will then be made from the g:ood of truth, or from the interior
good of faith in all fulness, remission from the Lord following,
4169, 7839, 3400.

28. The priests mak.ing atonement for the soul that erreth, when
he sinneth unwittingly, before the Lord, to make atonement for him,
and his being forgiven, denotes that good from the Lord shall reconcile
the external to the internal man, where error takes place inad
vertently, when the Lord is inwardly acknowledged; and such
"reconciliation shall be effected through the remission of evil by Him,
9946, 10,042, 1000, 2679, 2001, 868.

29. One law for hiITI that doeth aught unwittingly, for the home
born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that
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sojourneth among them, denotes that this law concerning a sin of
ignorance shall apply equally to one that is confirmed in the good
and truth of the church, and to one who is in a state of instruction,
25678

, 1708, 1463, 2679.

30. The soul doing aught with a high hand, whether he be horne
born or a stranger being guilty of blaspheming the Lord, and conse
quently being cut off from his people, denotes that wilful sin from
the pride of selfish love, whether by hi111 whose ruling love is good
notwithstanding, or by hi111 who is in a state of truth leading to good,
is the profanation of good and truth from the Lord, and is productive
of spiritual death, or of separation from the Lord until repentance
takes place, 1000, 8153, 8882, 5302.

31. "Because he hath despised the word of the L01'"d, and hath
broken His commandments, that soul shall be utterly cut off, his
iniquity shall be upon him," denotes that because such sin is a sin
against Divine Truth, or the Word, perverts influx and destroys
correspondence, thus making the removal o.f evil impossible, except
through sincere repentance, 9257, 1288, 295 r, 2634, 5302.

32. The children of Israel, while in the 'wilderness, finding a man
gathering sticks on the sabbath day, denotes toot it happens to the
man of -the church, during regeneration, when he is disposed to claim
merit for his good deeds,-even though he is in a prevailing state
of good conjoined to truth,-and also actually does so, 3654, 27°8,
2784, 8495·

33. Bringing the man to Moses, and Aaron, and all the congrega
tion, denotes that the truths10f the church condemn such persons,
and this not only because such a state is contrary to the leading
principles of truth and good in the church, but also to the general
perception of truth with which man is endowed, 70 1.0 , 9946, 7843.

34. Putting him in ward because it had not been declared what
should be done unto him, denotes a state of restraint and uncertainty,
until the particular truths concerning the evil of claiming merit are
revealed and considered, 5037, 2862, 6337.

35. The Lord saying unto Moses denotes revelation made from
the Lord by Divine Truth, 2001, 1822, 7°19; "the man shall surelv
be put to death" denotes that this state is contrary to the life of
good and truth from the Lord. 1408; and all the congregation stoning
him with stones without the camp, denotes the rejection of the life
of claiming merit in order that man may enjoy the heavenly life and
that this is effected by the power of the truth, 7843, 8575, 4236.

36. All the congregation bringing him without the camp, and
stoning him with stones that he died, as the Lord commanded Moses,
denotes that this state of claiming merit is to be separated from the
church, and from the heavenly life, and must suffer the punishment
of falsity, conjoined with evil, causing spiritual death; for' this is
according to Divine Truth from Divine Good, 7843, 8575, 4236, 29°8,
200T, 5486, 7010.

37· This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being ~s to His love, :0.01; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by
Moses IS represented DIVIne Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saving
is denoted perception, 1822. ~
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38. Speaking unto the children of Israel and bidding them, denotes
that the man of the church is urged both by an appeal to the under
standing and the will, 2619; making fringes in the borders of their
garments, denotes to study the Word of the Lord in the literal sense
as to the particulars of truth there, 257615, 94687; throughout their
generations, denotes even through the whole course of regeneration,
1041; and putting upon the fringe of each border a "cord of blue,"
or a "scarlet thread," denotes doing so from the love of truth
conjoined with the love of good, 94681.

. 39. "And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye Inay look upon
It, and remember all the commandments of the Lord and do them"
denotes that the reason why the Word of the Lord is thus to be
studied in its literal sense, is that it may not only be understood but
also ~~at it 1113y be imbibed and practised, as to its particulars, 94688 ;
and th~t ye go not about after your own heart and your own eyes,
after which ye use to go a whoring," denotes that thus the love of
good a~d truth may overcome all merely selfish love and intelligence,
by which the truths of the Word are continually falsified, 246611,
3335, 7272 , g05 r.

40. "That ye 111ay remember and do all my commandments, and
be holy unto your God," denotes that the love of good conjoined with
the love of truth causes particular truths to be more easily r emem
bered, and applied to life, thus producing the sanctification of the
external man, as well' as the internal, 5229, 94681, 2634, 47272,
5069, 2001.

41. "I am the Lord your God which brought you out of the land
of Egypt to be your God: I am the Lord your God,". denotes that
from the Lord' proceed both Divine Good and Divine Truth in con
junction, and that by Him alone is man delivered from the bondage
of the merely natural life, in order that he may first be led by truths,
and I11ay afterwards realize in himself the full conjunction of good
and truth, 2001, 8866.

The subject of the first section, in what is now before us is the
worship of the Lord in the regenerated state, and the increase of the
goo~ of innoc.en.ce \vh.ich is said, in 10,137, to be in the least pro
portIo~ ~hen It IS.the Inmost goo~ of innocence, in greater propo-rtion
whe!'1 It IS the. m.Iddle deg~ee of Innocence, .and in the greatest pro
portion. when It IS the ultimate degree of Innocence, corresponding
respectively to th~ three hcav~ns; and it may appear to some persons
a. very strange thing that the Innocence of those in the inmost heaven
should be in the least proportion, while the innocence of the ultimate
heave.n. is in t~e. greatest; and that surely the innocence of the
~elest1al <:ngels IS In very mu~h greater- proportion than that of those
In th~ ultimate heaven. And Indeed this is true, for it is said that the
celestial angels are 1110re than others in a state of peace and innocence,
3887; that a ram denotes the internal good of innocence 10 132 or
such as appertains to the spiritual angels; and that a bullock ~ignifies
the extern~l good of innocence, 9391, or such as belongs to the angels
of the ultI.mate heaven. We have to consider, therefore, in what
se~se the Inn10st. good of i!'1l1ocence is in the least proportion; the
middle ~ood of H:nocence In greater proportion, and the ultimate
~ood of In?OCence in the ~re~test proportion; or rather how it increases
In proportion from what IS Inmost to what is ultimate.
. Now, it is here to be remembere~ that man advances in regenera

tion by degrees from external to Internal states, according. to the

teaching that the natural life comes first and the spiritual and celestial
life afterwards (I Cor. xv. 46-49), and according to the order of
regeneration described in the internal sense of Gen. i. throughout;
and also that the Divine operation in regeneration is from or through
Internals to Externals at the same time. For unless the Lord
operated inwardly at the same time that man received instruction
ou.tw:;rdly. (John iii. 5), there could be no regeneration. .LJ!....Qa__ f~om
this It WIll be seen that when a person first beoomes coirscious
externally that he is being born again, it is because he is internally
affected by the Lord's life, that is, he then first comes inmostly into
a state of good; and thus into a state of innocence, because innocence
is the very essence of good, 2526. But it must be evident that, to
the person's consciousness at this time, this good of innocence is in
the least proportion with him, notwithstanding it is really his inmost
good of innocence properly denoted by a lamb. And this is the reason
why it is said that worship at the beginning of regeneration, which
is here described in the internal sense, is from the inmost good of
innocence only; for as to the spiritual and natural degrees there is
not yet a state of innocence. But now, as the person advances from
this state of conscious external good to a more internal state, or
from a natural to a spiritual state, and worships the Lord, it is
because the good of innocence descends from Him, and becomes,
also, the middle good of innocence, signified by a ram, in addition
to the inmost good of innocence denoted by a lamb, and thus the
good of innocence is intensified, and is therefore in greater proportion
when man is in spiritual good consciously as well as in natural good.
But, again, .the person passing through regeneration will also advance
beyond the spiritual degree of his life, even to its celestial or inmost
degree; for his progress is from a state of simple obedience to a state
of the love of the truth, and thence to a state of the love of good,
~hich is his celestial state; and when this happens, then the good of
l!'1nocence become~ consciously prese!'1t in the ultimate degree of his
hf~, an~ h~ worships the Lord most Intensely and fully, such worship
being Sl&nI~ed by .a b.ul1ock,.~nd being in .the greatest proportion,
because It IS, again, In addition to the middle good of innocence
and the inmost good of innocence.

And now) therefore, it is to be observed that, to whichever of the
thr~e heavens. the fully regenerated person belongs, he has his good
of Innocence In the greatest proportion, because he has realized his
inmost life in his natural degree; or, in other words, his external
man is in perfect. harmony with his internal. And yet it remains
true that the angels of the superior heavens are 1110re in the good
of innocence than those of the inferior heavens. For to compare the
good of innocen~e prevailing in the three heavens is one thing, and
to compare the Increase of that good in the course of regeneration is
quite another.

In order properly to understand the internal sense of the next
sectiot;, it. m~st be taken into consi~era~ion that by coming into the
land IS SIgnIfied no~ only the realization of the heavenly life in
heaven by regeneration completed, but also the realization of the
state of being regenerated; for when a man is' in the course of
regeneration, he is potentially in the heavenly life, although not,
as yet, fu~ly .so. But th.e subject of the section is the appropriation
of good signified by eating the bread' of the land; and it is worth
while to consider what this involves. I t is evident that when a
person takes food naturally and properly digests it, then the materials
of that food become, by the process of digestion, a part of his
body, and that this is a real appropriation. And it is just the same



THE BOOI{ OF NUMBERS 255

with regard to the appropriation of good and truth from the Lord.
For the good and truth thus received are outside the man to begin
with, and he has the power or f.aculty from the Lord of making
them a part of his very being. And he first receives them into his
memory and understanding' as knowledge and affection; but after
he has thus received them by thus spiritually eating them, their
digestion is under another control, and, in short, is the work of, the
Lord according to certain spiritual laws, to which the laws regulating
the digestion of man's food correspond. Just, therefore, as a person
cannot regulate his own digestion, although he may injure it by
taking unsuitable food, ~r by neglect or excess in eating or drinking,
so he may do spiritually. He may receive good and truth and may
abuse them through his selfishness by wrong application, or misappro
priation. And hence we may see that there is important spiritual
instruction in our section. When a man receives good from the Lord,
therefore, which is freely given (Isa. lv. I), and which the Lord
desires he shall make properly his own, then there is an important
duty before him; and this duty is represen ted by offering up a
heave offering to the Lord. That is, the good which he incorporates
must be acknowledged to be from the Lord, and the recipient must
love to have it so, and perceive that it is so continually.

Outwardly, indeed, among Christians, it is a very common thing
to acknowledge that alf natural and all spiritual good things are
from the Lord, for nothing is more easy to do than this. But the
real acknowledgment and perception signified by the heave offering
is not quite so easy, because it involves the repression and so to
speak, the extinction of the conceit that what we appropriate is our
very own without any qualification. Thus, then, to make the acknow
ledgment here required involves the giving up of our own selfish life,
and this both as to the understanding and the will. Now the angels,
in their happy homes, are able to do this, because they are fully
regenerated, but still they know very well that they could not do it
without the continual dependence upon the Lord which is necessary.
I t is said both as to the understanding and the will, because there
were both wave offerings and heave offerings in the representative
church, the former having relation to spiritual things and the latter
to celestial. Of course, the thing that was offered itself represented
the acknowledgment that a certain specific good was from the Lord,
99382, but the waving or heaving, as it is said) denoted vivification
by influx into spiritual or celestial things respectively. And really
it is a delightful thought that, as soon as, or in proportion as we get
rid of evil impulses, we may have good impulses from the Lord, and
the appropriate activity thence.

But there is yet another point here. For" the first of your dough"
signifies the first state of truth from good, according to the explana
tion in the place to which reference is made; and this, to some extent,
illustrates what is said about the threshing-floor, since this signifies
the state of the good of truth before regeneration is completed, and
of the truth of good after it is completed, the cake denoting the con
junction of truth with good in the first instance, and the conjunction
of good with truth in the second, while the heave offering denotes
the perception of this conjunction, and that it is from the Lord. See
also 5295, 5959.

The next section, which has reference to what is to be done, when
sins arising from ignorance or error are committed, is interesting,
not only as showing the difference between such offences and those
which spring from deliberate wickedness, as described in verso 30-3 I,
but also as distinguishing between an error of the will, and of the

understanding, the former being denoted by the whole assembly
sinning thus, and the latter by a single person doing so. For when
the assembly unwittingly sinned, a he-goat was offered as a sin
offering, but when one person only sinned, it was a she-goat, and we
naturally desire to know why this ditterence was to be made. Now,
the reference shows that a she-goat, .compared with a ewe, denotes
the good of the understanding as distinguished from the good of the
will, and it follows, therefore, that a he-goat 'denotes the truth of the
understanding, 725, and that this is relatively exterior to its good, so
that, as it is said, the she-goat signifies worsnip from a more in ter ior
good than does a he-goat. That is to say, when an error is com
mitted from imperfection as to the understanding only, and not as
to the will, which is denoted by one person sinning unwittingly, then
the state of good by which atonement is made, or tne state 01 worship
causing the removal of the evil, is evidently the interior good of faitn
signified by the she-goat; but when, on the other hand, the error
is committed through imperfection as to the will as well as the under
standing, which is denoted by the whole assembly sinning unwit
tingly, then it is equally evident that the state or good by which
atonement is made, or the state of worship causing the removal of
the evil, is the exterior .good of faith signitied by a he-goat. Thus,
then, the secret reason why a he-goat was otfered as a sin offering
in one case, and a she-goat in another, clearly appears; and we here
see how particular the laws of Moses were in the selection of the
various animals that were employed in the sacrifices. But this
difficulty being removed, we may soon proceed to consider the remain
ing sections, the first of which has relation to the claiming of merit
which is an act of the imperfect will, and the second to the proper
study of the Word, which, of course, is an act of the understanding.

And with regard to the first, which, in the literal sense, describes
the punishment inflicted by the Divine command upon a man who
was found gathering sticks, or wood, on the Sabbath, does it, not
seem, on the surface, to be a very severe sentence for a relatively
small offence? But reflection will show that there was a sufficient
reason for it. For the church, at that time, was only the repre
sentative of a true Spiritual Church; and by its means such an
external conjunction between mankind and heaven was maintained,
as was then absolutely necessary, because such was the state of the
Israelites, and of the human race generally, that there could be no
interior conjunction, and thus no true church; and if, therefore, the
representative people had not been strictly kept in their outward
obedience by miracles and severe punishments, the connection between
heaven and the ·world would have been broken, and great calamities
would have been the result. Hence, therefore, severe punishments
were necessary even for apparently slight offences, as in the case
before us and others. See, for example, Exod. xix, 12; Lev. xvi.
13; 2 Sam. vi. 6-7; and 4545 6 , 6304, 4208. But as to the internal
sense, it is evident that the Sabbath signifies the heavenly state of
love to the Lord and the neighbour, while the six days of labour
denote a state of conflict between good and evil, which precedes the
heavenly state; so that, generally speaking, to keep the Sabbath
denotes to preserve in ourselves the state of good by not doing evil
things at any time, and that to break the Sabbath signifies to do
what is evil at any time. And thus in reality a person may keep
the Sabbath holy; or break it, on any day in the' week, as well as
the first.

And now, this being understood, it becomes evident that, at any
time, to claim merit to ourselves for any good thing which we do.
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SU1ilVIARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER XVI

I. On the opposition of those in faith without charity to the true
church. They support themselves apparently by the primary doctrines
of the church; they approve Divine Good as well as Divine Truth ;
and they urge that every man is led by selfish love, verso 1-3.

2. But the man of the true church comes into profound humiliation
on being thus tempted ; he depends upon influx from the Lord through
the heavens; he sees that the wicked are allowed to assume the
appearance of genuine worship ; he condemns their vain assumptions,
and their discontent; and he knows that their pretensions will be
thoroughly tested, verso 4-19.

3. Also revelation is made, and exhortation is given to. the true
church to separate themselves, which actually happens; and the false
church continues its. opposition, verso 20-27.

4. Concerning the judgment and condemnation of those in faith
without charity, verso 28-35. .

5. Concerning the preservation of true external worship, although
that which is false and selfish is rejected, verso 36-40.

6. And also concerning the effect of false external worship, and true
external worship, the former resulting in the destruction of spiritual
life by the destruction of remains, and the latter in its preservation,
verso 41-50.

I. Those who are in faith
alone, in a state of the church
which is merely external, and
who act from strong natural
affection, which, in its purity,
is derived from Divine Truth
and Divine Good; with those
who delight in mere cere
monies and those who falsify
the truth, both, in their best
form, derived from Divine
Truth conjoined with Divine
Good; and those who from
the violence of their evil pas
sions destroy the heavenly
life, although all those are
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I. Now Korah, the son of
lzhar, the son of Kohath,
the son of Levi, with Dathan
.and Abiram, the sons of
Eliab, and On, the son of
'Peleth, sons of Reuben, took
'men:

which the references given in connection with this section show, is
signified by gathering wood, is actually to break our spiritual
-.,.abbath, and is, in fact, a far more serious matter than, at first
thought, it lTIay appear. For it amounts to this, that we then
ascribe to ourselves what really belongs to the Lord, and bring upon
ourselves, for the time being, a state of spiritual death, which is
signified by being stoned with stones. That is, we put ourselves
entirely in a false position, and suffer the punishment arising from
it. For how can we truly ascribe our good to the Lord, although,
internally, we desire to do it, so long as we are selfishly gratified
by hearing anybody praise us for doing some good thing, this being
actually the claiming of merit. How, then, shall we be delivered
from such a false position? Only by acknowledging, not in words
alone, but from our hearts, that all good is from the' Lord; and thus
we shall be purified, and while properly rejoicing, as we may, that

. "Ie are able to perform uses sincerely, we shall get rid of a very
troublesome vice, which cannot be tolerated among the angels,
23804, Luke xviii. 19.

Coming now to the last section, we have an excellent example of
how the internal sense of the Word sometimes, as it were, descends
and manifests itself in the letter of the Word; for the sum and sub
stance, both of the spiritual and literal sense lies in continually
remembering the commandments of the Lord to do them. It is very
important indeed that the man of the church should make for himself
a' fringe at the border of his garments, or, in other words, should
value the literal sense of the Word, because there even the Divine
Truth is in its fulness, its sanctity, and its power (D.L. We 221).

It does, indeed, appear as .if much of the literal sense has no relation
~o· mans duty to the Lord and the neighbour at all, but when the
spiritual sense is known, even these may be read with the greatest
delight and interest, since all the expressions immedi.ately call forth

. the spiritual truths within, and the mere history, or literal precept,
or prophecy, seems to pass unnoticed, while the mind is intent on
receiving real instruction in the duties and laws of life, as well as in
the phenomena of regeneration. But in other parts the letter is so
full of wisdom and of practical instruction, even in relation to man's
spiritual experiences in the natural life, that no secular writing as
to our moral duties appeals to us with anything like the interest and
power of the sacred books. Take, for example, the univers.al suit
ability, in this respect, of the Psalms in the Old Testament, and of
\he Lord's own personal teaching in the Sermon on the Mount, and
rn other parts of the Gospels, in the New. Well, then, is it with us
when we regularly make use of the literal sense of the Word, or,
in correspondential language, make for ourselves fringes upon the
borders of our g.arments. I

But, also, we are instructed in this spiritual law to put upon the
fringe a cord of blue, or a scarlet thread, in order that we may
remember. For this scarlet thread is the love of truth conjoined
with the love of good, or it is love to the neighbour conjoined with
love to the Lord; and we all know very well that we remember
best that which we love lTIOSt, and also do best that which we love
most. By all means, therefore, let us not forget the lesson of the
.(~·inge and the scarlet thread, but carry with us the Word of the
Lord in all our wanderings, fixing its truths in our memories and
embodying them in our lives from genuine love.
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2. And they rose up be
fore Moses, with certain of
the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty princes of
the congregation, called to
the assembly, men of re
nown:

3. And they assembled
themselves together against
Moses and against Aaron,
and said unto them, Ye take
too much upon you, seeing
all the congregation are
holy, everyone of them,
and the LORD is among
thern : ·wherefore then lift
ye up yourselves above the
assembly of the LORD?

4. And when Moses heard
it,he fell upon his face:

5. And he spake unto
Korah and unto all his com
pany, saying, In the morn
ing the LORD will shew who
are his, and who is holy, and
will cause him to come near
unto him: even him whom
he shall choose will he cause
to come near unto him.

6. This do; take you cen
sers, Korah, and all his
company;

outwardly of the church as
to faith in the understanding;
-a-re, all together, exalted
against the truth,

2. Supporting themselves in
their rebellion apparently by
the primary doctrines of the
church having. relation respec
tively to affection, to intelli
gence, and to activity, and in
sufficiency as to the conjunc
tion of falsity and evil.

3. And this combination of
. the wicked is not only against

Divine Truth, but also against
Divine Good, insinuating the
falsities with the man of the
church in temptation, that
what is affirmed to be from
good and truth is from pride
~nd the love of ruling; that,
In reality, every man is led by
selfish love; and that by this
the Lord governs ,him.

4. But the truly spiritual
man, ?eing thus tempted,.
comes Into profound humilia
tion,

5. And opposes the influx of
evil and falsity from the hells
by influx from the Lord
!hrough the heavens, involv
Ing the perception that the
real truth will be made mani
fest in a state of illustration
from the Lord, as to those
who are in genuine truth and
genuine good; for ,genuine:
truth has conjunction with.
good, and genuine good has,
conjunction with the Lord;

6. But that nevertheless,
the Lord permits those who'
are interiorly in evils and
falsities to assume the appear-·
ance of sincere worship,

7. And put fire therein,
and put incense upon them
before the LORD to-morrow:
and it shall be that the man
whom the LORD doth
choose, he shall be holy: ye
take too much upon you, ye
sons of Levi.

8. And Moses said unto
Korah, '·I-Iear now, ye sons
of Levi:

9., Seenieili it but a small
thing unto you, that the
God of Israel hath separated
you from the congregation
of I~rael, to bring you near
to himself ; to do the service
of the tabernacle of the
LORD, and to stand before
the congregation to minister
unto them;

10. And that he hath
brought thee near, and all
thy brethren the sons of
Levi with thee? and seek ye
the priesthood also?

I I. Therefore thou and all
thy company are zathered
together against the

O
LORD:

and Aaron, what is he that
ye murmur against him?

12. And Moses sent to call
Dathan and Abiram, the

s 2

7. And this even as to the
zeal of love to the Lord and
charity to the neighbour con
tinually; while yet Divine
Love itself decides who is in
truth and who is in good, be
cause the real character of
man is determined by his state
internally, and not by his state
externally, wherein he assumes
the appearance of charity.

8. And the man of the true
church perceives from Divine
Truth, and by his obedience to
that truth causes the tempters
to feel his opposition to them
discerning . )

. g. That it is of the greatest
Importance to understand that
charity, and not faith alone
is that which particularly dis~
tinguishes the man of the
Spiritual Church, who from
Divine Truth engages in con
flict against evil" and that. .. 'g ives conjunction with the
Lord. For it isvthe function
of the spiritual man to min
ister to the celestial, and at
the same time to the natural
man, as a medium of con
junction,

, I? A~d thus also, 'by such
conjunction, to hallow the
external man; but that the
spiritual ?'lan cannot perform
the functions of the celestial r

I I" And that, therefore the
corrupted spiritual man 'with
his falsities is in opposition
even to Divine Good itself
and not simply to celestial
good which 'claims no merit.

. 12•.Moreover, Divine Truth
InvestIgates the state of the
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sons of Eliab : and they
said, We will not come up :

13. Is it a small thing that
thou hast brought us up out
of a land flowing- with milk
and honey, to kill us in the
wilderness, but thou must
needs make thyself also a
prince over us?

14. Moreover thou hast
not brought us into a land
.flowing - with m ilk and
.honey, nor given us inherit
.ance of fields and vine-
yards: wilt thou put out the
·eyes of these men? we will
not come up.

IS. And Moses was very
wroth, and said unto the
LORD, Respect not thou
their offering: I have not
taken one ass from them,
neither have I hurt one of
them.

16. And Moses said unto
Korah, Be thou and all thy
congregation before the

corrupted man as to external
worship and the falsification
of truths, which worship and
truths are, in their purity,
derived from truth conjoined
with good; but it is the
thought of the corrupted man,
that he will not .submit - to
Divine Truth.

13. And this because he
regards as all important the
pleasures and delights of the
merely natural man, and
despises the instruction and
restraint which the course of
regeneration imposes, and the
assumption of the Divine Law
that it is primary in the
church ;

14. But he does not believe
in the heavenlv life of truth
and goodness "'with. their de
~ights in the natural man,· or
In goodness and truth as the
real inheritance of man, con
sidering that his own intelli
gence derived from selfish love
is true intelligence, and being
in determined opposition to
Divine Truth both as to the
will and understanding.

I s. The wicked, therefore,
are averted from Divine
Truth, while the man of the
ch!lrch, in temptation, per
cerves that they are only in
the hypocritical acknowledg
rnent of the Lord, that Divine
Truth in regeneration is not
destructive of the natural
powers in their integrity, and
!h~~neither is it disposed to
injure the natural affections.

16. It also dictates that
those who are in faith alone
with its errors, as well as
those who are in genuine

LORD, thou, and they, and
Aaron, to-morrow:

17. And take ye every
:nan his censer, and put
Incense upon them, and
bring ye before the LORD
every man his censer, two
hundred and fifty censers;
thou also, and Aaron, each
his censer.

18. And they took every
:nan his censer, and put fire
In them, and laid incense
thereon, and stood at the
door of the tent of meeting
with Moses and Aaron.

19. And Korah assembled
all the congregation against

, them unto the door of the
tent of meeting : and the
glory of the LORD appeared
unto all the congregat~on.

20. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto
Aaron, saying,

21. Separate yourselves
f~om among this congrega
non, that I Inay consume
them in a moment.

2? And they fell upon
their faces, and said,. 0
God, the God of the spirits
of all flesh, shall one man
SIn, and 'wilt thou be wroth
with all the congregation?

good, must alike submit them
selves to Divine Judgment
continually;

17. And that everyone will,
in the Judgment, reveal his
true character in his outward
actions, this being effected by
the nearer presence of the
Lord, which discovers the
exact quality of each individ
ual, whether it be little or
much, as to good and truth,
and that this applies especi
ally to the ruling principles as
to evil or good.

18. And that this also actu
ally takes place in the inter
mediate state, where both the
wicked and the good are as-
sembled.

19. For the wicked, with all
their errors, are eager to rely
on the spiritual things of the
church from selfish love; and
in the Judgment, the power of
Divine Good and Divine Truth
conjoined becomes manifested
to all.

20. And there is revelation
to tho.se who are in Divine
Truth and Divine Good giving
the perception,

2 I. In the first place, that
they are about to be over
whelmed in their extremity of
temptation, and to perish from
the dominion of evil;

22. And this induces in
them a more profound degree,
of humiliation, and the ac-'
knowledgment that the Lord
governs man by Divine Truth
operating first ·in his spiritual
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23. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

24. Speak unto the con
gregation, saying, Get you
up from about the taber
nacle of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram.

25. And Moses rose up
and went unto Dathan and
Abiram; ·and the elders of
Israel followed him.

26. And he spake unto
the congregation, saying,
Depart, I pray you, from
the tents of these wicked
men, and touch nothing of
theirs, lest ye be consumed
in all their si ns,

27. So they gat them up
from the tabernacle of
I{orah, Dathan, and Abi
ram, on every side: and
Dathan and Abiram came
out, and stood at the door
of their tents, and their
wives, and their sons, and
their little ones.

'degree, which shall afterwards
freely manifest itself in his
natural degree; and that,
therefore, although evil, in the
temptation, appears to prevail,
in reality it is the natural
man which appears to be in
aversion from the Lord.

23. "And hence they receive
further revelation from the
Lord giving the perception,

24. That their external man
is, as the effect of the tempta
tion, to be entirely separated
from evils and falsities.

25. And then they experi
ence -an elevation as to Divine
Truth and Divine Good in
themselves, which clearly
manifests the falsity of ex
ternal worship without in
ternal, and the profanation of
truth by evil affections.

'26. So that the external'
man, as well as the internal, is
separated from the evils and
falsities which cause the temp
tation, yea, from all' contact
therewith, by which means the
wicked are entirely vastated,
and the good are delivered;

27. And then the spiritual
man, as to both his internal
and external powers, is com
pletely delivered from false,
worship, while those who are
in merely external worship,
and in falsities from evil, are
made manifest as to their true
characters, and thus as to
affections, as to thoughts, and'
'as to the appearance of inno
cence.

2~.· Arid Moses said,
Hereby ye shall know that
the LORD hath sent me to do
all these works; for I have
not done them of mine own
mind.

29. If these men die the
common death of all men,
or if they be visited after the
visitation of all men; then
the LORD hath not sent me.

30. But if 'the LORD make
a new thing, and the
ground open her mouth,
and swallow them up, with
all that appertain, unto
them, and they go down
alive into the pit; then ye
shall understand that these
men have despised the
LORD.

3 1 • And it came to pass,
as he made an end of speak
ing all these words, that the
ground clave asunder that
was under them:

32 • And the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed

28. And further, there is
now perception from Divine
Truth even in the external
man thus separated, that
there shall be testification with
them that all salvation and
purification are from the Lord,
and not at all from man
himself,

29. Namely, that if those
who have perverted the good
of the church and falsified its
truths ,deliberately, are saved
of themselves by giving up the
life of evil and falsity in the
Judgment because the Lord
has provided that all may be
saved who are willing, then
indeed is Divine Truth not a
revelation from Divine Good,
as a means of salvation.

30. But if, 'on the other
hand, it is clearly manifested
from Divine Good, through
the revelation of truths not
before known, that man, by
confirming himself in the life
of evil, is given up to all the
falsities proceeding therefrom,
both as to the external and
the internal of his life, and is
then delighted with nothing
more than his own evil by
which he is condemned to hell,
then it will be seen that evil
was chosen deliberately.

31. And so it really happens
according to Divine Truth, to
the corrupted spiritual man.
For in the Judgment, all the
outward professions of right
eousness upon which he had
mainly relied are taken away
from him;

32 • And he is overwhelmed
in his own merely natural
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them up, and their house
holds, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah,
and all their goods.

33. So they, and all that
appertained to them, went
down alive into the pit: and
the earth closed upon them,
and they perished from
among the assembly.

. 34. lind all Israel that
were round about them fled
at .the cry of them: for they

. said, Lest the earth swallow
us up.

35. Arid fire carne forth
from the LORD, and de
voured the two hundred and
fifty men that offered the
incense.

36. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

37. Speak unto Eleazar
the son of Aaron the priest,
that he take up the censers
out of the burning, and
scatter thou the fire yonder;
for they are holy; .

delights, thereby condemning
himself to hell, and this com
pletely as to every .faculty of
the will and every power of
the understanding.

33..And thus he enters int~
his eternal condition of life in
the hells; his external man is
made one with his' internal;
and he is no longer in the
intermediate state in which
regeneration alone is possible
by means of truths.

34. But the man of the
church w ho is in temptations
is delivered by the Lord from
the infestations of the wicked,
because he perceives that the
confirmation of what is of the
spiritual man by the natural
man, when it is falsity con
joined with evil, is spiritual
death;

35. Besides which, the
Divine Love in the heart of
the regenerated member of the
church entirely overcomes all
tendency to profane worship
by making it external only. ,

36. But again there is revel
ation from the Lord by Divine
Truth giving the perception.

37. To the man of the
Spiritual Church derived from
!he Celestial, through orderly
Influx, that the externals of
worship considered in them
selves are to be elevated and
preserved, and that the pro
~ane love which perverts them
IS at the same time to be re
jected, because external wor
ship ~s th.e ~roper receptacle
of. wnat IS Internal, and is
therefore holy.

38. Even the censers of
these sinners against their
own lives, and let them be
made beaten plates for a
covering of the altar: for
they offered them before the
I.."ORD, therefore they are
h.oly: and they shall be a
SIgn unto the children of
Israel.

39. And Eleazar the
priest took thebrasen cen
sers, which they that were
burnt had offered; and they
beat them out for a covering
of thealtar :

40. 'To be a memorial
unto the children of Israel,
to the end that no stranger
which is not of the seed of
Aaron, come near to burn
incense before the I-JORD;
that he be not as Korah
and as his company: as th~
LORD spake unto him by
the hand of Moses.

41. But on the morrow all
the congregation of the chil
dren of Israel murmured
against Moses and against
Aaron, saying, Ye have
killed the people of the
LORD.

38. Even that external wor
ship which is merely repre
sentative of what is internal,
the abuse of which causes
spiritual death; and that,
therefore, it is to be made the
ultimate form of true internal
worship; for with the wicked,
externals without a corre
sponding internal are, at least,
an outward acknowledgment
of the' Lord, and to the man
of the church are useful as
guides and incentives to in
ternalworship.

39. And therefore also the
man of the Spiritual' Church
devoutly engages in external
worship from natural good,
even as, apparently, does he
who is internally in selfish
love, and is, at length, con
sumed by it; and thus external
worship becomes truly the ex
pression of that which is in
ternal;

40. And is a token to the
man of the church in all its
states, that no affection which
is not derived from celestial
good ~onstitutes true spiritual
worship, and consequently it
is to be rejected, lest man
should come into the profana
tion of good and truth· and
this is the dictate of Divine
Truth from Divine Good.

4I. But yet the fact remains
that, for the time being, the
man of the church who is in
externals, is opposed to Divine
Truth and Divine Good which.' 'constitutes the .internal church
being persuaded that out\vard
worship for the sake of self
only is true worship from
Divine Good.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath the son of Levi
denotes those who are in faith alone in a state of the church which i~
nl~rel{ exter!1al, ::nd who act from strong natural affection, which,
-In Its punty.e--ts derived from Divine Truth and Divine Good
because by Korah.is m~ant bald, frozen} icy} and therefore by hi~
are denoted those In faith alone, In a state of the church which is
merely extern~l, .33018, 934,. by Izhar is meant fine olive oil, and
therefore by him IS denoted, In the best sense, a state of good derived
from truth, but here, in the opposite sense, strong natural· affection,
8?6; .by Kohath is meant congregation} assemblYI. and therefore by
hI!U. IS denote~ t~e tru~h of the church, and in the highest sense
DIVIne .~ruth In Its br~ghtness, 7843, chap. iii. 17, 29, 9684, and
by LeVI IS meant adhering , and therefore by him is denoted charity
or .good, and in the highest sense Divine Good, 3875; Dathan and
Ablr~m the sons of Eliab, denote those who delight in mere cere
monies, and those who falsify the truth, both-in their best form
derived from Divine Truth conjoined with Divine Good, because by
Dathan are meant laws or rites, and therefore by him is denoted
delight in me~e ceremonies, 3 I473 , by Abiram is meant the father of
fraud} or a hig]i father} and therefore by him are denoted, in this
case, those who falsify the truth, 3703, 4459, 795, and by Eliab is
meant God my father, and therefore by him is denoted Divine Truth
conjoined to Divine Good, 200 I, 37°3; 011 the son of Peleth, denotes

. So. But when good is con
joined with truth internally,
and there is also full acknow
ledgment of the Lord extern
ally, then is the worship of the
Lord perfect, and remains are
no longer destroyed.

ally removed by the help of
the Lord.

48. And when he earnestly
separates from himself all
selfish motives in worship, and
is zealous to worship the Lord
from genuine truth and good,
then are remains preserved
with him.

49. For there must be the
destruction of remains when
man totally. profanes the good
and truth of the church, as
well as when he makes
outward devotion the all of
worship.

50. Arid Aaron returned
unto Moses unto the door
of the tent of meeting: and
the plague was stayed.

48. And he stood between
the dead and the living;
and the plague was stayed.

49. Now they that died
by the plague were fourteen
thousand and seven hun
dred, besides them that died
about the matter of Korah ,

42 • But it invariably hap
pens in such a state, that
when there is a nearer ap-'
proach of the Lord through
the Word in its literal or'
spiritual sense,

43. And Divine Truth and
Divine Good are manifested,

44. That then there IS per~

ception from the .Lord,

45. That a state of external
worship without internal,when
persisted in, causes the separ
ation of interior good ana
truth, and will result in the
destruction of internal wor
ship, unless there be repent
ance and humiliation.

46. And therefore it is the
dictate of Divine Truth to the
man of the church who is in
good, that external worship
must be combined with real
worship from love and from
truth from the Lord, and that
this must certainly be done
zealously by the natural man
in order that the evil of merely
external worship may be re:
moved, for otherwise man is
averted from the Lord and

. remains are destroyed.

47. 'And the man of the' in
ternal church recognizes the
truth of all this, being in
good, and eagerly endeavours
to make his external worship
harmonious with his internal,
because he perceives that mere
outward devotion is destruc
tive of remains, and that
therefore it. must be continu-
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46. And Moses said unto
Aaron, .Take thy censer,
and put fire therein from off
the altar, and lay incense
thereon, and carry it quickly
unto the congregation, and
make atonement for them:
for there is wrath gone out
!rOlTI the LORD; the plague
IS begun.

·47. And Aaron took as
Moses spake, and ran into
the midst of the assembly;
and, behold, the plague was
begun among the people:
and he put on; the incense,
and made atonement for the
people.

42 • And it came to pass,
when the congregation was
assembled azainst Moses
and against (Aaron, that
they looked toward the tent
of meeting: and, behold,
the cloud covered it, and the
glory of the LORD appeared.

43. And Moses and Aaron
carne to the front of the tent
of meeting.

44. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

45. Get you up frOITI
.8tTIOng this congregation,
that I may consume them in
a moment. And they fell
upon their faces.



4. Moses falling upon his' face when he heard it, denotes that the
truly spiritual man, being thus tempted, comes into profound humilia
tion, 70 10, 35.07, 1999.

those who, from the violence of their evil passions, destroy the
heavenly life, because by On is meant pain, or force, or iniquity,
and therefore by him is denoted the violence of evil passions, 5713,.
8168, 9937, while by Peleth,-the meaning of which does not appear
in the lists consulted,-as a son or descendant of Reuben, is evidently
denoted some form of faith without charity which is destructive of
the heavenly life, 2435; Dathan, Abiram, and On, being all sons of
Reuben, denotes three forms of corrupted faith gradually more in
tensified as the signification of each shows ; their being associated
with Korah , denotes the conjunction of falsities with evil; and their
taking men, denotes that, although all these principles are outwardly
of the church, as to faith in the understanding, they are in reality
exalted agarnst the truth, 3870.

5. Speaking unto Korah and all his company saying, denotes
opposition to the influx of evil and falsity, from the hells, by influx
from the Lord through the heavens involving the perception, ver. I,

295 1 , 1822; in the morning' the Lord showing' who are His and who
is holy, denotes that the real truth will be made manifest in a state
of illustration from the Lord as to those who are in genuine truth
and genuine good, 4214, 2001, 9229; causing him to COlne near unto
Him, denotes that genuine truth has conjunction with good, 3572;
and causing him whom He shall choose to 'come near unto Him,
denotes that genuine good has conjunction with. the Lord, 3755, 9229.

6. "This do; take you censers, Korah and all his company,"
denotes that, nevertheless, the Lord permits those who .are interiorly

2. '[heir rising up against Moses, denotes exaltation against Divine
Truth, 10,413, 7010; "\vith certain of the children of Israel, two
hundred and fifty princes of the congregation," denotes supporting
themselves, in their rebellion, apparently by the primary doctrines
of the church, 1482, 7843, 3654; princes of the congregation, or rather
assembly, denotes having relation to affection, 7843; called to the
assembly, denotes as to intelligence, the original word in this in
stance being that often translated "nleeting," 9373, 3755; men of
renown denotes, according to the series, as to activity, 2009; and
two hundred and fifty denotes in sufficiency as to the conjunction of
falsity and evil, 10,255.

3. Assembling themselves together against Moses and against
Aaron, denotes, that this cornbina tion of the wicked is not only against
Divine Truth but also against Divine Good, 7010, 9946, 6338; saying
unto them, denotes the insinuation of falsities with the man of the
church in temptation, 1822; "ye take too much upon you, seeing
all the congregation are holy, everyone of them, and the Lord is
among them," denotes that what is affirmed to be from good and
truth is from pride and the love of ruling, 9946, 7010, 7843, 8788,
2001 ; and" wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the assembly,"
or rather congregation, "of the Lord," denotes that, in reality, every
man is led by selfish love; and that by this the Lord governs him,
10,4 13, 7843, 2001. The "congregation" here denotes falsities de
rived from evils which the wicked affirm to be truths derived from
good.

in evils and falsi ties to assume the appearance of sincere worship,
ver. I, 5755, 9475, 51202.

7. Putting fire into the censers, and incense upon them before the
Lord to-morrow, denotes this even as. to the zeal of love to the Lord
and charity to the neighbour continually, 934, 9475, 3998; the man
WhOlU the. Lord shall choose being holy, denotes that Divine Love
Itself decides who is in truth and, who is in good, 2001, 3755, 9229;
and "ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi," ,denotes that the
real character of man is determined by his state internally, and not
by his state externally, wherein he assumes the appearance of charity,
6172, 3875.

10. By the Lord bringing Korah near, and all his brethren the
sons of Levi, denotes that by such conj unction the external man is
hallowed or sanctified, 3755, 9229, 3875, 7843; and by "seek ye the
priesthood also," is denoted that the spiritual man cannot perform
the functions of the celestial, ver. I, 9946.

CHAPTER XVI

I I. "Therefore thou and all thy company are gathered together
against the Lord," denotes that the corrupted spiritual man with his
falsities is in opposition even to Divine Good Itself, ver. I, 2001;
and "what is Aaron that ye murmur against him? " denotes opposi
tion, not simply to celestial good, which claims no merit, ver. I,

9946, 27 152
, 4007.

8. Moses saying unto Korah, "Hear now, ye sons of Levi," denotes
that the man of the true church perceives from Divine Truth, and
byhis obedience to that truth, causes the tempters to feel his opposi
tion to them, discerning, ver. 9, 7010, 1522, ver. I, 2542, 3875.

9. "Seemeth it but a small thing unto you'," denotes that it is of
the greatest importance to understand, as appears from the evident
meaning of the words, namely, that it was not a srnall thing, 3946,
8458, 3877; the God of Israel separating the Levites from the con
gregation,or assembly of Israel, denotes that charity and not faith
alone is that which distinguishes the man of the Spiritual Church
particularly, chap. i. 49, 50, 3875, 3877 ; the God of Israel denotes
that the man of the church contends from Divine Truth against evil,
2001, 4286, 4287; being brought near, denotes that charity gives
conjunction with the Lord, 3572; to do the service of the tabernacle
of the Lord, denotes that it is the function of the spiritual man, who
is in charity, to minister to the celestial man, who is in love to the
Lord, chap. i. 50, 3210, 9946; and standing before the congregation,
or assembly, to minister unto them, denotes that charity, at the same
time, ministers to the natural man, because, in this case, the
assembly in relation to the Levites denotes what is external and thus
the natural man, 3136, 7843, 51643. And that charity is a medium of
conjunction may be seen 92763.

12. Moses sending to call Dathan and Abiram; and their saying,
"We will not come up," denotes that the Divine Truth investigates
the state of the corrupted man, as to external worship, and the
falsification of truths, which worship and truths are, in their purity,
derived from truth conjoined with good; but it is the thought of the
corrupted man, that he will not submit to Divine Truth, 7010, 2397,
3659, ver. I, 1543.
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13· "Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out 'of a
lan~ flowing with milk and h-oney?" denotes because he regards as
all-Important the pleasures and delights of the merely natural man,
3946, 8458, 1543, 5406, 56203; ., to kill us in the wilderness," denotes
that he despises the instruction and restraint, which the course of
regeneration imposes, 4727, 2708; and "but thou must needs make
thyself a prince over us," denotes that he despises the (so-called)
assumption that the Divine Law is primary in the church, 70 10 ,

48592
, 1482.

14· lVloses not having brought them into a land flowing with milk
and honey, denotes that the corrupted man does not believe in the
heavenly life of truth and goodness with their delights in the natural
man, 56203; not giving them an inheritance of fields and vineyards,
denotes that he does not believe in goodness and truth as the real
inheritance ,of man from the Lord, 9139, 2658; Moses putting out the
eyes of those men, denotes that they consider that their own intelli
gence, derived from selfish love, is true intelligence, 7010, 2148,.
ver. I; and their not being willing to come up, denotes determined
opposition to Divine Truth both as to the will and understanding,
1543·

15. Moses being very wroth, denotes that the wicked are averted
from Divine Truth, 7010, 5°34; saying unto the Lord" Respect not
Thou their offering," denotes that the man of the church, in tempta
tion, perceives that they are only in the hypocritical acknowledgrnent
of the Lord, 7010, 1822, 2001, 9293, 10,420; and not taking one ass
from them, nor hurting one of them, denotes that Divine Truth, in
regeneration is not destructive of the natural powers in their in
tegrity, and that neither is it disposed to injure the natural affections,
1949, 9055·

16. Moses saying to Kcrah, "Be those and all thy congregation,
or assembly, before the Lord, thou and they, and Aaron to-morrow;"
denotes the dictate of Divine Truth, that those who are in faith alone
with its errors, as well as those who are in genuine good, must
alike submit themselves to Divine Judgment continually, 7010, 1822,
ver. I, 7843, 2001, 9946, 3998.

17. Taking every l1lan' his censer, denotes that everyone ,\\.lill, in
the Judgment, reveal his true character in his outward actions, be
cause, specifically" the censer denotes the external or outward life,
which is the receptacle and expression of the internal, 51202; putting
incense upon them, denotes the internal worship expressed in the
external, 9475; bringing each man his censer, with the incense,
before the Lord, denotes that this is effected by the nearer presence
of the Lord, which discovers the exact quality of each individual,
as to the external state derived from the internal, 3572, 223, 2001;
two hundred and fifty censers, denotes the exact quality of everyone,
whether it be little or much, as to good and truth, 10,255; and thou
also and Aaron, each his censer, denotes that this applies especially
to the ruling principles as to evil or good, ver. 1, 9946.

18. Taking every man his censer; putting fire in them; laying
incense thereon; and standing at the door of the tent of meeting with
Moses and Aaron, denotes that this also actually takes place in the
intermediate state, where both the wicked and the good are assembled,
ver. 17, 934, 3136, 2356, 2357, 35,403, 7010, 9946.

19. Korah assembling all the congregation against them into the
door of the tent of meeting,. denotes that the wicked, with al( their
errors, are eager to rely on the spiritual things of the church from
selfish love, ver. I, 7843, 2356, 2357, 35403, 7010, 9946; and the glory
of the Lord appearing unto all the congregation, denotes that in the
Judgment the power of Divine Good and Divine Truth conjoined,
becomes manifested to all, 8427-

20. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295I; by
Moses is denoted Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; by Aaron is
denoted Divine Good, 9946; and by saying is denoted perception>
1822.

21. "Separate yourselves from among this congregation that I
nlay consume them in a moment," denotes that, in the first place,.
they are about to be overwhelmed in the extremity of temptation"
and to perish from the dominion of evil. This appears by considering
that Moses and Aaron represent Divine Truth arid Divine Good, 7010"
9946; that, with regard to the wicked, these are separated from
..them in the Judgment, or, in other words, that they are totally
vastated and left to their own life of evil, which is denoted by the
Lord consuming them in a moment, 2438, 10,431, 3356; and that
with regard to the good, this verse describes the extremity of tempta
tion, separating themselves therefore signifying that they can no.
longer endure the presence of evil, and being consumed in a' moment,
the perception that they are about to be overwhelmed by their own.
evils, 8165.

22. Moses and Aaron falling upon their faces, denotes a more,
profound degree of humiliation, 7010, 9946, 1999; their saying, "0
God, the God of the spirits of all flesh," denotes the acknowledgment
that the Lord governs man by Divine Truth operating first in his.
spiritual degree, which operation shall afterwards manifest itself in
his natural degree, 2535, 2001, 10,283; and" shall one man sin, and
wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation? " denotes that although
evil in the temptation appears to prevail, in reality it is their natural
man which appears to be in aversion from the Lord, ver. 1, 7843,
5798.

23. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951;'
by Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7°10; and by
saying is denoted perception, 1822.

24. Speaking unto the congregation, or assembly, saying, "Get
you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram,!"
denotes that their external man is, as the effect of the temptation,
to be entirely separated from evils and falsities, 2951, 3395, 1543"
.35403, ver. I.

25. Moses rising up, and going unto Dathan and Abirarn, and the
elders of Israel following him, denotes that then they feel an elevation
as to Divine Truth and Divine Good in themselves which clearly
manifests the falsity of external worship without internal, and of
the profanation of truth by evil affections, 7010, 1543, 6524, 3335.

26. Speaking unto the congregation and saying, "Depart, I pray
)TOU, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs,
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lest ye be consumed in all their sins," denotes perception and thought
that the external man as well as the internal is separated from the
evils and falsities, which cause the temptation, yea, from all contact
therewith, by which means the wicked are entirely vastated, and
the good are delivered, 295 I, 3395, 5827, 1566, ver. I, 10,130, 8165.

27. Getting up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram
on every side, denotes that the spiritual man, as to. both his internal
and external powers, is completely delivered from false worship, 7843,
1543, 1566, ver. I, 2973; and Dathan and Abirarn coming out, and
standing at the door of their tents, and their wives and their sons
and their little ones, denotes that those who are in merely external
worship, and in falsities from evil, are made manifest as to their
true character, and thus as to affections, as' to thoughts, and as to
the appearance of innocence: ver. I, 9927, 3136, 2356, 1566, 915,
489, 43°·

28. Moses saying, "Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent
me to do all these works ; for I have not done them of mine own
mind," denotes that, further, there is now perception from Divine
Truth, even in the external man, thus separated, that there shall be
testification with them that all salvation and purification are from
the Lord, and not at all from man himself, 7010, 1822, 7843, 2230,
2001, 6996, 63, g329.

29. "If these men die the common death of all men; or if they
be visited after the visitation of all men, then the Lord hath not
spoken by me;" denotes that if those who have perverted the good
of the church, and falsified its truths deliberately, are saved of them
selves, by giving up the life of evil and falsity, in the Judgment,
because the Lord has provided that all may be saved who are willing,
then indeed is Divine Truth, or the Word, not a revelation from
Divine Good as a means of salvation, ver. I, 1408, 6588, 7010, 2001.

30. By the Lord making a new thing, or creating a creation, is
denoted that if, on the other hand, it is already manifested from
Divine Good, through the revelation of truths not before known,
10,373; by the ground opening her mouth, and swallowing them up
with all that appertain to them, is denoted that by confirmation in
the li fe of evil the corrupted man is given up to all the falsities
proceeding therefrom, both as to the internal and external of his
life, 8306; by going down alive into the pit, or into Sheol, is denoted
that he is then delighted with nothing' more than his own evil by
which he is condemned to hell, 8306, 695; and by understanding that
these men have despised the Lord, is denoted that then it will be
seen that evil was chosen deliberately, 2230, 1608, 2001.

31. It coming to pass, denotes a change or somewhat new, 4979;
Moses making an end of speaking all these words, clearly denotes
according to Divine Truth, 7010, 1288, and the ground cleaving
asunder that was under them, denotes that, in the Judgment, all the
outward professions on which the corrupted man relies, are taken
away from him, 8306, 566, 990, 8184, 4564.

32. The earth opening- her mouth and swallowing them up, and
their households, and all that appertained unto Korah, and all their
goods, denotes that he is overwhelmed in his own merely natural
delights, thereby condemning himself to hell, and this completely as

CHAPTER XVI

to every faculty of the will, and every power of the understanding,
8306, ver, I, 3128, 7120, 1717.

33. They and all that appertained to them going down alive into
the pit, or into Sheol, the earth closing over them, and their perishing
from among the assembly, denotes that thus the corrupted man
enters into his eternal condition of life in the hells; his external man
is made one with his internal; and he is no longer in the intermediate
state, in which regeneration alone is possible by means of truths,
8306, 695, 2576, 9 13, 7655, 7843.

34. All Israel round about them fleeing at the cry of them; and
saying, "lest the earth swallow us up," denotes that the man of the
church who is in temptations, is delivered by the Lord from the
infestations of the wicked, because he perceives that the confirmation
of what is of the spiritual man by the natural man, when it is falsity
conjoined with evil, is spiritual death, 3654, 2973, 7563, 2240, 1822,
8306, ver. 32.

35. Fire coming forth from the Lord and devouring the two
hundred and fifty men that offered incense, denotes that the Divine
Love, in the heart of the regenerated member of the church, entirely

. overcomes all tendency to profane worship by making it external
only, 934, 5 149, ver. 2.

3~. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I ; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010: and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

37. Speaking unto Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, that he
take up the censers out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire
yonder; for they are holy, denotes perception to the men of the
Spiritual Church, derived from the Celestial, through orderly influx,
that the externals of worship, considered in themselves, are to be
elevated and preserved; and that the profane Jove which perverts
them is at the same time to be rejected, because external worship is
the proper receptacle of what is internal, and is, therefore, holy,
295 1 , 10,017, 98 12, 3613, 9475, 5I20~ 13°9, 934, 9956.

38. "Even 1he censers of these sinners I against their own lives,"
denotes even that external worship which is merely representative of
what is internal, the abuse of which causes spiritual death, because
external worship separated from internal may represent true worship,
but is not the expression of it, 9475, 5120, and because such external
worship is like a dead body without spiritual life, 1000, and is there
fore sinful, Isaiah i, 4, I I, 12, 622; "and let them be made beaten
plates for a covering of the altar," denotes that all external worship
ought to be the ultimate form of true internal worship, because what
is beaten, or spread out, denotes the adaptation of the external man
as a receptacle of the regenerated internal by Divine power, 8043 on
Isaiah xliv, 24; the plates denote such a receptacle as corresponds to,
and therefore adequately manifests the internal, 9930, 9932; at the
same time, the plate as a covering, denotes that which veils interior
Rood and truth, and also conceals from rnan, during regeneration.
the full depravity and dangers of the merely selfish life, as one mean..
ing of the Hebrew word for plate here used, shows, 2576; and the
altar denotes the true worship of the Lord, 454 T; "for they offered
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them before the Lord, therefore they are holy," denotes that, with
the wicked, Externals, without corresponding Internals, are at .least
an outward acknowledgment of the Lord in worship, and are, on
that account, holy, 9293; and" they shall be a sign unto the children
of Israel," denotes that, to the man of the church, they are useful
as guides and as incentives to internal worship, 2037, 3654..

39· Eleazar the priest taking the brasen censers, which they that
were burnt had offered; and their being beaten out for a covering of
the altar, denotes that, therefore, also the man of the Spiritual
Church devoutly engages in external worship from natural good, even
as, apparently, does he who is in selfish love internally, and is at
length consumed by it; and thus external worship becomes truly the
expression of that which is internal, 10,017, 9812, 9475, 5120,. 425,
9293, ver. 38.

40. Being a memorial unto the children of Israel, denotes a token
to the man of the church in all its states, 6888, 3654; no stranger,
not of the seed of Aaron coming near to burn incense before the
Lord, denotes that no affection which is not derived from celestial'
good constitutes true spiritual worship, 1097, 10,249, 3572, 9475',
10,579; not being as Korah and his company, denotes rejection lest
man should come into the profanation of good and truth, ver. 2; and
"as the Lord commanded him by the hand of Moses," denotes that
this is the dictate of Divine Truth from Divine Good, 2001, 5486,
878, 7°10. .

41. On the morrow all the congregation, or rather assembly, of the
children of Israel murmuring against Moses and against Aaron say
ing, "Ye have killed the people of the Lord," denotes that, for the
time being, the man of the church, who is in Externals, is opposed
to Divine Truth and Divine Good, which constitutes the internal
church, being persuaded that outward worship, for the sake of self
only, is t.rue worship from Divine Good, 10,497, 7843, 3654, 8351,
7010, 9946, 3387, 1259, 2001.

42 • It coming to pass, denotes a change, or somewhat new, 4979;
all the congregation assembled against Moses and against Aaron,
denotes in such a state, ver. 41; and looking toward the tent of
meeting, and behold the cloud covering it, and the glory of the Lord
appearing, denotes the perception that there is, in temptation, a
nearer approach of the Lord through the Word in its literal or
spiritual sense, 2150, 59226, 35403..

43· Moses and Aaron corning to the front of the tent of meeting,.
denotes that Divine Truth and Divine Good are manifested, 7010,.
9946, 3572.

44· This is evident; because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951 ;

by Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by
saying is denoted perception, 1822. .

45. "Get you up from among this congregation," or assembly,
" that I may consume them in a moment"; and their falling upun
their faces, denotes that a state of external worship without internal,
when persisted in, causes the separation of interior good and truth;
and will result in the destruction of internal worship" unless there
be repentance and humiliation, 1543, 7843, 10,43 1 , 1999.

46. Moses saying unto Aaron, denotes a dictate of Divine 'Truth to
the man of the church who is in good, 7010, 1822, 9946; taking the
censer, putting fire therein, and laying incense thereon, denotes that
external worship must be combined with real worship from love and
from truth from the Lord, 9475, 5120, 934; carrying the censer
quickly unto the congregation, and making atonement for them,
denotes that this must certainly be done zealously by the natural man,
,in order that the evil of mere external worship may be removed,
9475, 5120, 7843, 10,042, 9946; and wrath going out from the Lord
and the plague beginning, denotes that, otherwise, man is averted
from the Lord and remains are destroyed, 5°34, 5798, 10,219.

47. Aaron taking as Moses spake, and running into the midst of
the assembly, or rather congregation, denotes that the man of the
internal church recognizes the truth of all this, being in good, and
eagerly endeavours to make his external worship harmonious with
his internal, 9946, 7010, 2951,3131, 7843; the plague being begun
~nlong the people, denotes the perception that merely outward devo
tion is destructive of remains, 10,019, 1259; and putting on incense
and making atonement for the people, denotes that, therefore, it must
be continually removed by the Lord, 9475, 5120, 10,042, 9946.

48. Aaron standing between the dead and the living, and the
plague being stayed, denotes that when the man of the church
earnestly separates from himself all selfish motives in worship; and
is zealous to worship the Lord from genuine truth and good, then
are remains preserved with him, 9946, 3136, 81, 10,219.

49: They that died of the plague being fourteen thousand and seven
hundred besides those that died about the matter of Korah, denotes
that there must be the destruction of remains when man totally
profanes the good and truth of the church, as well as when he makes
outward devotion the all of worship, 81, 10,219, 41771 84°0, vers ..
32 , 33·

50. Aaron returning unto Moses to the door of the tent of meeting
and the plague being stayed, denotes that when good is conjoined
with truth internally, and there is also full acknowledgment of the
Lord externally, then is the worship of the Lord perfect, and remains
are no longer destroyed, 9946, 7010, 2356, 35403, 10,219.

In commencing our commentary on this chapter, it will be useful
to. observe how the meaning of the four names, Levi, Kohath, Izhar
and Korah, gives their correspondence and thence their spiritual
signification. Levi was named from cleaving to, or adhering, and
therefore signifies love or charity, by which only there is conjunc
tion with the Lord, and between one person and another; Kohath
means congregation, or assembly, and therefore he signifies the
truth that is conjoined with love, or charity, being first derived from
it, as a son from a father; and hence Levi and Kohath, in the best
sense, clearly represent internal good and truth, or the celestial and
spiritual principles in man respectively. Again, Izhar means fine
olive oil, and therefore, in the highest sense, denotes celestial love,
but in this case, because he was the son of Kohath, external or
natural good derived from spiritual truth, or what is often called
the good of truth; and Korah means bald, frozen, icy, and therefore
signifies the absence of the .truth and good denoted by the hair of
the head, and by warmth) but as the son of Izhar, truth without
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~o?d, or what is the same, faith without charity, or faith alone, as
1t IS commonly called.

Hence, then, we see that it is not a mere supposition, or assump
tion that Korah and his supporters, in rebellion against Moses and
Aaron, represent that state of the church in general, or of an in
dividual in particular, in which faith without charity prevails, and
consequently, in which there is no true love to the Lord and the
neighbour, which properly constitutes genuine worship, And it is
here to be noted, therefore, that Korah and his con1pany represent
a degraded state of the church, because there could not be a state of
faith wi thout charity otherwise ; and that, therefore, also they repre
sent the degraded state of the Christian Church, which the Lord
foretold, when He was in the world, and of which He said, "the
love of many shall wax cold" (Matt. xxiv. 12), and" when the Son
of Man cometh, shall He find faith on the earth" (Luke xviii. 8).
But these prophecies have now actually been fulfilled. For not only
has the Christian Church of the past been degraded and corrupted
by the prevailing love of dominion and ecclesiastical supremacy on
th~ one hand, but also by. the prevailing doctrine of salvation by
faith alone on the other. And as this is a matter of true history at
the ~resent time, therefore it Iuay justly be concluded that the present
age IS the age of the Lord's second advent, as taught in the doctrine
of the .Ne\v Church (H.H. I; T.C.R. 779), and as confirmed by the
revelation of the internal sense of the Word. And that is why it is
now possible to show clearly, that in our chapter, we have so wonder
ful .and so striking a description of the evil consequences that must
follow, in the case of all those who think that they can be saved
by fai!h in the doctrines of the church only, without having lived
according to the Lord's commandments. For it is written, "Not
everyone that saith unto me Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kinrrdorn
'of 'heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which b is in
heaven " (Matt. vii. 2 I). And here it is only necessary to add that,
as 'm.ay be seen in the explanation in giving the references) the
meanings ·of all the other names given in these introductorv sentences
are equally significant; and how especially remarkable -it is, that
perso?s of the tribe of Reuben, who signifies faith in the under
standIn~, sho~ld have been the leaders with Korah in claiming an
equal right with Moses and Aaron to assume the function of law
givers and of the priesthood.

But the next section shows, to begin with, that we are all tempted,
~n~re or less, .to rest in faith alone; and continues by showing how
~t IS to be resIsted.. And we see from ver. 4, that a state of humility
IS the first essential of safety; and that the second is dependence
upon the Lord for a state of illustration. "In the morning the Lord
will show who are His and who is holy." Moreover, we may notice
~ere ~lso, the repetition in the latter part of the following verse,
~nvolving the proper use of both the intellect and the heart, or will,
In. those who truly worship the Lord, holiness here having relation
to the former, and the Lord's choosing to the latter. And then a
profound truth follows. For those in faith alone are allowed for
a long time, which is involved in the expression, "to-morrow," to
ass'!nle the appearance of be}nga genuine church, and of apparently
saVIng many souls. And this occurs' for t\VO reasons: first, because
it is good that men should be induced, in certain states, to reform
themselves, even by means of doctrine, having the appearance of the
truth, apparently supported by the Word, and seeming to result in
an orderly life; and, secondly, because, in similar states, such persons
cannot apprehend the genuine truths of the Word in its literal sense.

CHAPTER ;.o\VI

But thos~ who are interiorly enlightened perceive and condemn the
presumptions of the wicked, who are in faith alone; affirm also that
were. they even in faith from charity, internally, as well as externally
and In appearance only, they could not perform the' functions of the
~elestial, denoted by the' priesthood; and condemn them for separat
Ing truth from good, or faith from love, signified by Korah and his
company murmuring against Aaron.

This, however, is not all. For those who are 'interiorly enlight
ened, and are here represented by Moses, also scrutinize and condemn
those whose \vors~ip consists }n mere ceremonies, denoted by Dathan,
and those \vh<? \vlck~dly f~lsIfy the truth, signified by Abiram; but
these are persi stent In their exterrialism : prefer the delights of the
nl~relynatural.ma.n; and supp~se that t~ey would actually lose all
enjoyment of life In the obscunty of their state of instruction and
restraint, signified 1;>Y. being killed i.n the wilderness. And thus they
are averted from DIVIne Truth, while the man of the true church in
his tem~ta.tion i.s led to see their. hypocrisy, and recognizes that a
t:uly relIgIOUS life does not deprive man of legitimate natural de
hghts, but .on ~he. contrary sa~ctifies !hem.. Bu.t the concluding part
of the section IS Indeed very impressrve, SInce 1t shows that, in the
Judgn;ent .about to take place, evil and error, and merely external
\VOr~hIp WI.n be fully exposed and separated; and that the good will
realize their own heavenly life, and be established in the interior
truths of the Word, which is appropriately represented by the glory
of the Lord appearing.

And now it follows, in the third section, as a preliminary experience
to· the good,. that it .seen;s to them in their extremity, that they are
about to pensh, which 1S represented by the determination of the
~ord to destroy the whole congregation, while the same statement
Involves that the wicked will in reality be entirely vastated : for the
word here translated "congregation," should really be "'rendered
" assembly," and therefore it denotes, on the one hand, the good,
and on the other hand, the wicked as to the state of their wills and
it i~ the .state of the will and not the state of the understanding' that
decides In the. Jud~ment. Moreover, it appears clearly from what
fo~lows, . that, 1.0 this verse, ~he assembly is only assumed to be in
evil, while yet It was not so, It only denoting, as far as the good are
cO:lc~rned, the state of their external man in the temptation : and
this I~ the reason why they were afterwards separated from Korah
and hIS company as well as Moses and Aaron, this finely representing
the zesult of the temptation, namely, that the external man is more
closely c~njoined, and thus harmonized, with the internal (ver. 27).
But agam, there is another very interesting thing. arising from
vert 22. In the first instance, it was Moses only who fell upon his
face (ver. 4); but here it is bath Moses and Aaron, and this is why
a greater degree of humiliation is denoted. For temptations reveal
more ~nd more to the spiritual man, that, of himself, he is nothing
but evil, and that, from the Lord, he receives all good continually.
~nd therefore he now acknowledges that it is the internal man that
SIns, or that consents to the promptings of evil spirits through his
external man, and therefore that the natural man is not the real
culprit. For the internal man must decide whether the natural man
is to be governed by selfishness or by the Lord; and when, as here
described, he confesses his sin, acknowledging his dependence on
the Lord only, then, as it is said, although evil in the temptation
appears to prevail, yet it is the Lord by Divine truth and good that
really does so, and the natural man is now only apparently in aver
sion, as is signified by the Lord being wroth with the whole
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congregati?n, or ra~her assembly : by the instruction given to them";
and by their separating themselves, accordingly. And now, therefore,
what a grand experience it is, when we "are thus victorious by the
Lord's help ; \v?e~ we can percei:re that our natural man is becoming
not only submissive but harrnouious ; and when we can truly from
the ~eart both see and feel that we are realizing the Lord's life of
genuIne love and charity by the renunciation of our own selfish life!

The fourth section next demands our attention as it contains
important teaching in its internal sense. We all ca~ remember the
saying of Paul, "I die daily," and C6n see what he means. He was
continually giving up the life of selfishness. This, then, is what is
meant by dying the common death of all men. For no man, can be
reg~nerat~d without dying this death; arid that this life is to be
entirely given up, or in other words, that this death is to be finallv
endured in the] udgrnent, appears from the signification of the visita
ti~n of all men, "It is appointed unto all men once to die; and after.
this cometh the j udgmerit " (Heb. ix. 27). See the reference, 6588
and als~ 10,.509. We must die physically, and also by giving up the
selfish life In the Judgment. Hence. then, we see what is meant
~pi~itually by dying the common death of all men; and, moreover;
It IS called common, because anyone who chooses may thus die
and thus be regenerated; and then when the Judgment comes he
will be prepared for heaven.
~ut now what is the new thing described in ver. 30? Is it to be

entirely overwhelmed and given up to the merely natural life, which
is .to. go down alive into the pit, or "into Sheol? By no means. For
this IS what has always happened to the wicked who confirmed them
selves in their wickedness. But the real character of what is meant
by the condemnation of the wicked to hell for their wickedness, has
not always been known : and therefore, when it does become known
by a revelation of Divine Truth, generally, in the consummation
"of the age, or specifically to each individual who by Judgrnent is
condemned, and to the good who witness the condemnation 'then it
is called a new thing. And hence, therefore, the interpretation given
-of verso 30-35, according to the correspondences of the various terms
.as they occur. But also the interpretation of the last verse of the
'section requires a few words of comment. For we must consider
why the two hundred and fifty men who offered the incense received
a punishment different from that of the rest? Those men, be it here
observed, had a double representation. As associated with Korah,
they denoted those in faith alone who perverted the primary doctrines
of the church, falsifying them in order to confirm themseives in the
selfish life, and in the persuasion that they could live that life, and
yet. be saved. Thus they represented evil and falsity confirmed in
ternally, while the rest signified the same confirmed externally, so
that corrcspondentially, the latter were swallowed up by the earth,
while the former were consumed by fire, because they denote such
as are more deeply immersed in selfish love than the rest. On the
other hand, however, these princes represented the primary doctrines
of the church among the good who having overcome in their ternpta
tion, separated themselves from a perverted worship, the consequence
being that, in them, these doctrines, or truths, were conjoined with
good; for this also is signified by fire coming forth from the Lord
and consuming those princes. But see for illustration 1 Kings
xviii. 38.

And this considera tion naturally prepares us for understanding
our last sections, which are certainly not without interest to us as
the conclusion of the account. For the preservation of the censers
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of those who offered the incense conveys the very important lesson
that external worship is always to be preserved, while all selfish
motives by which it may he influenced are to be continually rejected.
And is it not indeed a fact which everyone may verify for himself,
that men do engage, even in the worship of the Lord, often from
~elfish and worldly motives? Yea, do we not know that even persons
In the process of regeneration may do this while yet internally they
do mean when they do any good work, or attend the services of the
sanctuary, that they are willing to thus worship the Lord truly.
And these thoughts may lead us to the reflection as to the reason
why Eleazar the son of Aaron was instructed to collect the censers
and preserve them. It was to denote that it is the function of the
spiritual man rather than of the celestial, or of the understanding
rather than of the will, to guide the affections and to elevate the
thoughts in the performance of uses, or in seasons of devotion, so
that the worship of the Lord therein may not be perverted, or pro
faned by the mixture therewith of inferior motives. And then the
symbolism that the censers should be made into plates as a covering
of the altar, is very suggestive that all external acts ought not only
to be the expression of true internal motives, but also their defence
and protection. For who does not know very well from experience
that good motives, either in work or in worship, will quickly pass
away if they are not thus adequately expressed and represented in
words and in actions?

And well, therefore, is it said further in connection with this work
that it should be for a memorial that there is no true worship at all,
and no true usefulness at all, which has not good for its motive,
and truth as its means, or in other words, that love to the Lord,
love to the neighbour, and the love of uses thence alone constitute
the real worship of the Lord. Let us mark well the teaching that
immediately follows. And this, first of all, is that, notwithstanding
.a person may well know, that his inward motive should be the love
of the Lord and the neighbour, yet external motives for doing good
.and for worshipping the Lord may, for a time, prevail. And there
fore it happens that there must of necessity be more revelation, and
.additional conflict, until the man of the church is convinced that
external worship must be combined with real internal worship, in
order that the evil of merely external worship may be removed.
For these" certainly involve the destruction of all heavenly principles
internally. And now, therefore, we see that the external man must
finally be brought into perfect harmony with the internal, and that
this is represented most appropriately by Aaron making atonement
for the people. For true atonement is nothing else but the recon
ciliation of man with the Lord, by the Lord (2 Cor. v: 19), and the
reconciliation of the external man with the internal, by the internal
from the Lord. But, on the other hand, let it here be noted also that
persistence in merely the selfish worship of the Lord, in a state of
faith without charity, represented by the rebellion of Korah, involves
.also the profanation of the truth and the total destruction of remains;
"and that, therefore, the man of the church should never rest in the
great conflict of life, until good is conjoined with truth in himself,
both externally and internally, as represented by Aaron returning
.unto Moses at the door of the tent of meeting.
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THE ·CONTENTS OF EACH .VERSE

SU11MARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER XVII

1. Revelation is made, that the po\ver of truth is manifested
according to the good from which it proceeds; that the quality of
celestial love is manifested in celestial truth, and that of spiritual
love in spiritual truth; that all truths are derived from Divine Good ;
that truth conjoined with good is powerful in good works; and that
he who is in this state is no longer in temptation, verso 1-6. .

2. Again: all truths are acknowledged to be from the Lord through
the celestial heavens; and hence when man enters into interior
states through the reception of good, his truths are conjoined with
good, and particularly is celestial good conjoined with its truth,
thereby producing the fructification of good and truth, in successive
degrees, in all the heavens; and hence it is made manifest that every
one has truths in their po\ver, according to his good from the Lord,
verso 7-9.

3. And revelation is therefore made that celestial truth from celestial
good. is inmost truth, in which is all po\ver to govern lower truths;
and the spiritual man thence confesses that, from himself he is
without good and without truth; and that he who, from. himself,
presumes to approach the Lord in worship, must inevitably suffer
spiritual death, verso 10-13.

6. And so by the influence
of Divine 'Truth in general,
the external man is moved to
action, and, through the prim-.
ary truths of faith acknow
ledges the supremacy of that
truth, and that from it par
ticular truths have power from
the particular good to which
they give a quality, and this
in all completeness, the power
of truth from celestial good
being particularly distin
guished.

7- And all truths are thus
acknowledged to be from the
Lord through the celestial
heavens, where good is intim
ately conjoined with truth and
is in the greatest power in
consequence.

5. So that it is of the Divine
Providence that truth con
joined with good is powerful
to produce good works; and
that he who is in this state is.
no longer in temptations, nor
does he oppose Divine Truth
from the love of power derived
from selfish love.

3. And thus that the quality
of celestial love is manifested
in celestial truth, and conse
quently the quality of spiritual
love in spiritual truth, love
itself having no power and no
quality except by means of
truths in every particular case.

4. It is to be acknowledged
also that all truths in general
and in particular are derived
from Divine Good, which by
truths forms and distinguishes
the heavens, and thus in par
ticular the inmost heaven
through which is revelation
from the Lord.

7. And Moses laid up the
rods before the LORD in the
tent of the testimony.

6. And Moses spake unto
the children of Israel, and
all their princes gave him
rods, for each prince one,
according to their fathers'
houses, even twelve rods:
and the rod of Aaron was
among their rods ..

S. And it shall come to
pass, that the man whom I'
shall choose, his rod shall
bud: and I wi ll make to
cease from me the murmur
ings of the children of
Israel, which they murmur
against you ..

4. Arid thou shalt lay
them up in the tent of meet
ing before the testimony,
where I meet with you.

3. And thou shalt write
Aaron's name upon the rod
of Levi: for there shall be
one rod for each head of
their fathers' houses.

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception, .'

2. By influx with the man
of the church, that the power
of truth is manifested accord
ing to the good from which it
proceeds, or in other words,
according to the ruling love'
in societies and individuals;
and according to the primary
truths derived from that love
in all completeness, the quality
of the good of everyone being
known and confirmed by his.
truths.
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I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and take of
them rods, one far each
fathers' house, of all their
princes according to their
fathers' houses, twelve
rods: write thou every.
man's name upon his rod.
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8. And it came to pass on
the morrow, that Moses
went into the tent of the
testimony; and, behold, the
rod of Aaron for the house
of Levi was budded, and put
forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and bare ripe
almonds.

8. And hence it happens
continually that when, man
enters into 'interior states
through the reception of good,
his truths are conjoined with
good, and. particularly in celes
tial good conjoined with its
truth, thereby producing the
fructification 'of good and
truth in successive degrees in
all the heavens. .

13. Everyone that com
eth near," that cometh near
unto the tabernacle of the
LORD, dieth : shall we,
perish all of us?

13. And that he who, from
himself, presumes to approach
the Lord in worship, must in
evitably suffer spiritual death ..

9. And Moses brought
out all the rods from before
the LORD unto all the chil
dren of Israel: and they
looked, and took every man
his rod.

10. Arid the LORD said
unto Moses, Put back the
rod of Aaron before the
testimony, to be kept for a
token against the children of
rebellion; that thou mayest
make an end of their mur
murings against me, that
they die not.

I I. Thus did Moses : 'as
the LORD commanded him,
so did he.

12. And the children of
Israel spake unto Moses,
saying, Behold, we perish,
we are undone, we are all
undone.

9. And thence it is made
manifest by Divine Truth that
everyone has truths in their
power according to his good
from the Lord; and that every
one, as from himself, under
stands and practises truths.

10. And revelation is there
fore made from the Lord by
Divine Truth that celestial
truth from celestial good is
inmost truth in which is all
power to govern lower truths ;
that there is no power in
truths profaned from' selfish
love; and thus that tempta
tions must cease with the
spiritual man, when he is fully
governed by truths conjoined
with good and made fruitful
in good' works. N or can
persons in such a state ever be
overwhelmed with evil and
error.

I I. And all this is from
Divine Truth, which is the
governing power with man
from the Lord.

12. And the spiritual man
now confesses that from him
self he is without good and
without truth in every degree
of his life.

1. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 295 I; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

2. Speaking unto the children of Israel, denotes by influx with the
man of the Spiritual Church, 2951; taking of them rods, one for
each fathers' house, denotes that the power of truth is manifested
according to the good from which it proceeds, Of, in other words,
according to the ruling love in societies and individuals, 4876, 7833,
37°3; of all their princes, according to their fathers' houses twelve
rods, denotes according to the primary truths derived from that love
in all completeness, 1482, 7833, 575; and writing every man's name
upon his rod denotes that the quality of the good of everyone is
known, and confirmed by his truths, 9386, 145, 4876.

3. Writing Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi, denotes that the
quality of celestial love is manifested in celestial truth, and conse
quently the quality of spiritual love in spiritual truth, 4876, 9946,
3875, 145; and there being one rod for each of their fathers' houses
denotes that love itself has no power except by means of truths in
every particular case, 457, 55!, 4876, 7833, 3858 1 1•

4. Laying up the rods in the tent of meeting, before the testimony
"where I meet with you," denotes that it is to be acknowledged,
also, that all truths in general and in particular are derived from
Divine Good, which by Divine Truths forms and distinguishes the
heavens, and thus, in particular, the inmost heaven through which
is revelation from the Lord, 6725, 10,227, 35403, 9503, 10,14i.

5. "It shall come to pass," said by the Lord, evidently denotes
what happens of the Divine Providence, 4979; the rod of the man
whom the Lord should choose, budding, denotes that truth conjoined'
with good is powerful to produce good works, 158, 2001, 4876, 39004,
9553, 1873 ; and the Lord making to cea.~e the murmurings of the
children of Israel, which they murmured against Moses, denotes
that he who is in this state is no longer in temptations, nor does he
oppose Divine Truth from the love of power derived from selfish love,
2001, 7597,.8351, 70 10.

6. Moses speaking unto the children of Israel, denotes the influence
of Divine Truth in general, 2951, 3654; all their princes giving him
rods, for each prince one according to their fathers' houses, even
twelve rods, denotes that the external man is moved to action, and
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through the primary truths of faith acknowledges the. supremacy' of
that truth, 1482, 10,227, 4876, 7833, 457, 551, ~8~82; ~nd A~ron's rod
being among their rods denotes that from. DIVIne 1 ruth In. general
particular truths have power from the particular good to which they
dive a qualitv and this in all completeness, the power of truth from
~elestial good' being particularly distinguished, 9946~ 38582, 385811.

7. Moses laying up the rods in t.he tent of the testimony, denotes
that all truths are thus acknowledged to be from the Lord through
the celestial heavens, where good is intimately conjoined with truth,
and is in the greatest power in consequence, 7010, 6725, 10,227,
35403, 9503, 4876, 223, 2001. .

8. It comins- to pass on the 1110lTO\V, denotes that hence it happens
continually, 4979, 3998; Moses going into the tent of test!ffiony
denotes man enterina into interior states through the reception of
good, 3335, 9503 ; and the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi, .hav~ng
budded and put forth buds, havin.g bloomed bloss.olps, an~ having
borne ripe almonds, denotes t~1at hIS tn:ths ar~ ~onJoln~d \\?th good;
and particularly, that celestial .good 15 .conjoined \'llt.h its tru~h,

thereby producing the fructification of good and truth In successive
degrees in all the heavens, 4876, 9946, 7833, 3875, 9553, 5622.

9. Moses bringing out all the rods. fr?ffi before th~ Lord unt? .all
the children of Israel, denotes that It IS made manifest by DIVIne
Truth that everyone has truths in their power, according to his good
from the' Lord, 7010, 1806, 4876, 2001, 3654; and their looki~g and
taking every man his rod denotes that everyone, as from himself,
understands and practises truths, 2150, 6744, 4876 ..

10. The Lord saying unto Moses, denotes that revelation is therefore'
made from the Lord by Divine Truth, 2001, 7°10; putting back the
rod of Aaron before the testimony, denotes that celestial truth from
celestial good is inmost truth, 4876, 9946, 95°3; to be.kept for a
token against the children of rebellion, denotes that there. IS no p0V;rer
in truths profaned from selfish love, 3382, 2037, chap. XVI. 2; making
an end of their murmuring against 111e, denotes that temptations
must cease with the spiritual man, when he is fully governed by truths
conjoined with good and made. fruitful in good works, 759~, 8351,
2001, vera 8; and" that they die not:" den.otes that persons In such
a state can never be overwhelmed with evil and error, 6119.

I!. Thus Moses doing; as the Lord COl11111anded him so did he,
denotes that all this is from Divine Truth, which is the g,overning
powerwith man from the Lord, 7010, 5755, 5486, 5264. Thus, then,
willing, thinking, and acting, with man, are here shown to be from
the Lord by Divine Trut~.

12. The children of Israel speaking to Moses, saying, "Behold,
we perish, we are undone, we are all undone," denotes that the
spiritual man now confesses that, from himself, he iswithout good
and without truth in every- degree of his life. This appears from
the words themselves, which express humility as to the will, as to
the understanding, and as to the actions, 2908. This is the result
of victory in temptation with those who are in good from the
Lord, 868.

13. "Everyone that cometh near, that cometh near unto the
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tabernacle of the Lord, dieth;· and we perish all of us?" deno~es

that he who, .from himself, presumes to approach: the Lord In worship,
must inevitably suffer spiritual death, 3572, 3210, 2908.

I t is eviden t tha t the con ten ts of this chapter, in the in ternal sense,
are the conclusion of the subject of the last, and that they are
intended to teach the universal truth that a state of good and truth
conjoined is that in which the heavenly lif~ consists, and in wh}ch all
temptation ceases. We n1ay therefore profitably study the particulars
here set forth.

Good and truth,' or, what is the same thing, charity, or love and
faith. are the two universal principles in the life of 111an from the
Lord, so that it may be very properly said, that there is not a single
thing in human nature which does not partake of these two, and not
a single thing in the whole of creation which is not an image or
likeness of some form of love and in telligence in man, from the
Divine Love and Wisdom of the Lord. And as Love and Wisdom,
self-existent, evidently constitute the Lord, and man is created and
regenerated into the image and likeness of the Lord, it follows that
the Lord is the infinitely glorious and Divine 111an, while human
beings are perfect 111en just in proportion as they become perfect
heavenly forms of love and wisdom or of good and truth.

Now, it is just this conjunction of affection and intelligence in man
in equal proportions, with all variety, in each individual, that is
represented in our chapter by the twelve rods, namely, one for each
of the tribes of Israel; and the thought, therefore, that comes first
in the instruction here given is that the rod or staff is representative of
the embodiment of good in truth, so that truth is nothing else but
the form of good, just exactly as the Divine Wisdom is the form
of the Divine Love, and as, therefore, the Only Begotten Son (John
i. 18), is the form or outward appearance, or body, of the Divine
Being. Thus, then, it is absolutely true that in Jesus C?hrist our
Lord dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (Col. 11. 9), and
that He is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in one person.
And, in the highest sense, indeed, this is the rod of Aaron for the
tribe of Levi; while, in the lower sense, each of the other rods, as
.well as the rod of Aaron, is the symbol of the fully regenerated man,
of whorn , notwithstanding, no t\VO can ever be alike to eternity,
because the Infinite Lord, in creating, or in regenerating man,
cannot repeat Himself. And, now, in conclusion on this point, we
also see that it is confirmed and established by the statemen t that
everyone's name· was to be written on his rod. The genuine char
acter, therefore, of a good man is to be known from the kind of
truth with which he is delighted.

But it is next to be observed that all the rods were required to be
laid up in the tent of meeting before the testimony, that is, before
the ark" which contained the two tables of stone, upon which were
written the ten commandments, that being the place where the Lord
met the Israelites. And here we see that more than one great and
practical truth is involved. For, first of all, every man is bound to
acknowledge not only that all truth is from good, but that all good
is from the Lord, as is denoted by the laying up of these rods. And,
secondly, we here learn that Divine Good forms and distinguishes the
heavens by DivineTruths : for the tent of meeting, as we have seen,
is representative of all the heavens; in particular of the threeheavens,
the most· holy place signifying the inmost heaven, the holy place
denoting the middle heaven, and: the courts standing for the ultimate
heaven; while the tables of stone, with the writlng upon them,
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symbolize all the Divine Truths proceeding from the Divine Good,
and distinguishing the heavens with their innumerable societies..
And thus, then,every society in the heavens, and every individual
there, is particularly in the acknowledgment of the Lord, and that
revelation is continually from Him, since this is what is meant by
the words, "where I meet with you."

And, thirdly, our first section also conveys the most impressive
teaching, that whereas truth conjoined with good inmostly is really
productive of all forms of usefulness in heaven and upon earth.
which is denoted by the rod of the man whom the Lord should
choose budding, therefore it is the duty and the privilege of every
regenerated man to love usefulness, and to practise it continually for
its own sake.

And in the second section, therefore, it is not surprising that the
truths of the first are intensified; for this must happen when man
enters, as here correspondentially described by Moses actually laying
up the rods 'as directed, into interior states.. For it is well known
that regeneration is progressive from externals, and that when this
takes place there must be an intensification of love and faith. But we
have here properly to consider how man passes from an external state
to a corresponding internal state; and this cannot be better illustrated
than by referring to the manner in which the ascent from the lower
side-chambers to those above was made in the temple of Solomon. It
it said in I Kings vi. 8, that" the door of the middle chamber was in
the right side of the house; and they went up by winding stairs into
the middle chambers, and out of the middle into the third." And
this, spiritually interpreted, is that" the entrance to a higher degree
of life is by faith conjoined with charity, the ascent from the lower
degree to the middle and from the middle to the highest being made
by the tru ths of the V\!ord expressed in the actions of the life and
united with love." For the first step, so to speak, in spiritual
progress is to become acquainted with, the truths of the Word; the
second is to properly understand them; the third is to practise them;
the fourth is to have the life elevated by so doing from a natural to
a spiritual state as to the understanding by its affection for truth;
the fifth is to make this of the life by obedience from that affection;
the sixth is in this \vay to ascend one step farther by being initiated
into the affection for good; and the seventh is to confirm that affection
by uniting truth with it by persistent and continual action, in the
performance of uses without any selfish motive. And, of course, this
progress is said to be by winding stairs, because it involves a con
tinual turning from evil to good on the plane of life in which we
are, and, at the same time, a continual elevation of state, from
simple obedience in the natural life to begin with, through obedience
from spiritual motives in a higher degree, to obedience from celestial
love in the highest degree. But another mode of explaining this may
be seen in The Two Books of Kings Explained, p. 82. ,

And now we may, further, very profitably take notice how the rest
of this section, in the internal sense, illustrates what has just been
said. For by what was done on the morrow is clearly represented
what is. successive or continuous in regeneration; and by the rod of
Aaron budding, and blossoming, and bearing ripe almonds, is clearly
denoted that truths are conjoined with good first in the understanding,
and afterwards in the will, thence -producing a mature state of
obedience from pure love, a clear comprehension of what real spiritual
and celestial life are, and a joyful acknowledgment that this is the
work of the Lord operating in the inmost of man's life, and extending
itself to every plane and in every direction, all this being denoted

by Moses bringing out the rods, by all the Israelites looking, and by
each taking his rod.

But, proceeding to the last section, we have to reflect on what is
meant spiritually by the rod of Aaron being put back before the
testimony to be kept for a token against the children of rebellion.
In what way can we personally fulfil this command? \Ve can only
do it by acknowledging with all our hearts that all power to worship
the Lord by loving Him is from the Lord by means of the Word.
For the Lord is the source of all power; and we continually receive
power from Him through the celestial heavens, or, what is the same
thing, through celestial love,by means of celestial truth, to do any
thing that is good. But, again, the power of this truth is to be for
a token against the children of rebellion. That is, it is to testify
that when the subordinate truths of the Word are used for selfish
purposes there is no power in them. And this happens because all
power is from good by truth as a means, or from love by faith as
a means; and therefore it is clear that there is no power in faith
alone to overcome our evil dispositions, any more than there is power
in our hands to raise themselves and to act without an effort of the
will, guided by the understanding.

And we have further to reflect why. this power is said especially
to belong to celestial truth, and not also to spiritual truths and
natural truths. It is because celestial truth, more than any other, is
truth conjoined with good or love. For the most holy place, where
the ark was which contained the testimony, and particularly the ark
itself, represented the inmost heaven, where the angels never, on
any account, separate truth from good, but perceive what 'is true
from their good and do it. And it is also because spiritual and natural
are derived from celestial good, as an effect from a cause, and there
fore all the power of spiritual and natural truths resides in what is
celestial; and, moreover, what is remarkable is that celestial truths
are in their greatest power when they operate through spiritual and
natural good.

And therefore it now follows that he who acts from the love of
good in any degree or on any plane of his life, has power to overcome
all temptations; or, rather, temptations cease with him then. But,
passing on, we observe that there is another wonderful effect which
follows the acknowledgment and love of the Lord in sincerity, which
is here represented by the laying up of the rod of Aaron before the
testimony. For then even the spiritual and the natural man become
conscious, more than ever they have been, that, of themselves, they
are nothing but evil, and that it is not possible to approach the Lord
in worship from selfish love. And it is said, "more than ever,"
because most persons in the beginning of regeneration do admit,
fr0111 doctrine, and also, as they advance, from the understanding,
that man of himself is nothing but evil, and is thus spiritually dead;
and also that to love good and truth, and thus to love and worship
the Lord and the neighbour (H.H., 16), is not possible when it is
assumed to be done for the sake of some selfish advantage, as, for
example, when a person thus acts merely from a desire to escape
from the miseries of hell, or to gain the happiness of heaven.

Hence, then, the chapter we have now gone through should prove
very useful to us in its spiritual sense by causing. us diligently to
examine ourselves, lest we should have a name to live, when yet we
are spiritually dead (Rev. iii. I).
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near with thee, that they
filay be joined unto thee,
and minister unto thee: but
thou and thy sons with thee
shall be before the tent of
the testimony. '

celestial love in an image, and
from which is spiritual truth,
for they have communication
and conjunction with celestial
good, and also minister there
to ; but celestial good and truth
then~e dex:ived alone enjoy
the immediate perception of
truth from good.

SU111\fARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

T:HE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

! .. On the .po\v~r given to those inmostly in good to fiaht against
evil ; the conJ~nctlon of those in charity with those in cel~stial love;
and the fun~tlons of the latter and the former ; also that no one in
selfish love Inn;.0stly can truly perform those functions, verso 1-70
,.2. Th~ celc~tlal man alone has perception, and through him is all
l11ust~atlon with the spiritual 111an; to the Lord through the celestial
man IS to ~e. ascribed all tha~ the spiritual man acknowledges to be
!ro~ .the DIv.Ine Love.; and f~Ith,.which at first is separated, must be
,conJoIned with chanty, while Impure natural affection must be
punfied, verso 8-16.

3.. The good of faith in its three degrees is holy and must be
.ascnb~d..~o the Lord th.rough celestial love; and all illustration which
the spirifual man .receives from the Lord must be ascribed to Him
through the c~lest1al he~v~ns; but the celestial man has 'perception ;
and the c:eles.tI,:l an.d spiritual heavens are distinguished as love to
the Lord IS d.lsttnguls~ed. fr~m love to the neighbour, verso 17-20.

:t'. Concerning the distinction between the celestial-natural and the
spiritual-natural, verso 21-32 •

I. And the LORD said
unto Aaron, Thou and thy
sons and thy fathers' house
with thee shall bear the
iniquity of the sanctuary:
arid thou and thy sons with
thee shall bear the iniquity
of your priesthood. ,

2 ..Arid thy brethren also,
the tribe of Levi, the tribe
of thy father, bring thou
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I. There is perception from
the Lord with those who are
in celestial good, that is, with
the Lord in His Human
Nature, and with the celestial
man, that he who is in good
from the Lord in its three
degrees. of celestial, spiritual,
and natural, shall have power
to fight against all evil, which
power is given from the Lord
Himself, and is received by
man externally as well 'as in
ternally.

2. And this is therefore'
specifically true also of those
who are in charity, which 'is

3. And they shall keep
thy charge, and the charge
of all the Tent: only they
shall not come nigh unto the
vessels of the sanctuary and
unto the altar, that they die
not, neither they, nor ye.

4. And they shall be
joined unto thee, and keep
the charge of the tent of
meeting, for all the service
of the Tent: and a stranger
shall not come nigh unto
you.

5. And ye shall keep the
charge of the sanctuary, and
the charge of the altar: that
,there be wrath no more
upon the children of Israel.

6. And I, behold, I have
taken your brethren the
Levites from among the
children of Israel: to 'you
they are a gift, given unto
the LORD, to do the service

. of the tent of meeting.
u

,3. But those who are in
charity and constitute the
ultimate heaven, minister to
celestial good, or to those who
are in the inmost heaven, as
well as to those who are in the
middle and in the ultimate
heaven; and yet they cannot
participate in the functions of
the superior heavens, or in
their worship; for this would
cause the destruction alike of
the N atur~l, the Spiritual, and
the Celestial.

4. For the Natural have
conjunction with the superior
heavens and minister to them
and also to those in the ulti
mate heaven internal and
external; and one not of the
church cannot perform the
functions of the celestial and
spiritual;

5. While the Celestial and
Spiritual minister to inmost
things from the Lord and to
~he pure worship of the Lord,
In order that the inferior
heavens may not be averted
from the Lord.

6. And indeed, it is of
Divine Good and Divine
Truth, and thus of the Divine
Providence, that charity should
be. properly distinguished from
faith or truth, and that it must
be acknowledged to be from
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7. And thou and thy sons
vvi~h thee shall keep your
priesthood for every thing
of the altar, and for that
within the veil; and ye shall
serve: I give you the priest
hood as a service of gift:
and the stranger 'that cometh
nigh shall be put to death".

8. And the LORD spake
unto Aaron, And I, behold,
I have given thee the charge
of mine heave offerings,
even all the hallowed things
of the children. of Israel,
unto thee have I given them
by reason of the anointing,
and to thy sons, as a due for
ever.

9. This shall be thine of
the most holy things, re
served from the fire: every
oblation of theirs, even
eve.ry meal offering of
theirs, and every sin offer
ing of th~irs, and every
guIlt offering of theirs,
which they shall render unto
me, shall be most holy for
thee and for thy sons.

10. As the most holy
things shalt thou eat there-

the Lord, giving conjunction
with Him when it is expressed
fully in the uses of worship
and life.

7. And it is the function of .
the celestial and spiritual king
doms conjoined to minister
from good in all worship, and
in everything celestial which is
not perceived by the inferior
heavens; for it is the delight
of good to serve; this delight
is wholly from the Lord; and
it is perfectly free; but he who
worships the Lord from selfish
motives only has no spiritual
life.

8. Further, there is influx
from the Lord with the celes
tial man, and he alone has per
ception; that through him
from the Lord also is 'all illus- .,
tration with the spiritual man
and with the natural man:
and in short all charity, be
cause through celestial love in
all . its degrees there is con
junction with the Lord, and
thus the influx of love perpetu
ally.

9. And therefore to the
Lord through the celestial
man as representing Him, is
to be ascribed all that the
spiritual' man acknowledges
to be from the Divine Love,
namely, every celestial affec
tion, every spiritual affection,
every affection purified from
sin, and every affection puri
fied from error; for the spirit
ual man receives these freely
from the Lord in this way, and
therefore they are most holy.

I o. For as the celestial man
appropriates celestial good, so

of: every male shall eat
thereof; it shall be holy
unto thee.

I I. And this is thine; the
heave offering of their gift,
even all the wave offerings
of the children of Israel: I
have given them unto thee,
and to thy sons and to thy
daughters with thee, as a
due for ever: everyone that
is clean in thy house shall
eat thereof.

12. All the best of the oil,
and all the best of the vin
tage, and of the corn, the
firstfruits of them which
they give unto the LORD, to
thee have I given them.

13. The firstripe fruits of
all that is in their land,
which they bring unto the
LORD, shall be thine; every
one that is clean in thy

I house shall eat thereof.

. 14.. Every thing devoted
In Israel shall be thine.

IS. Every thing that
openeth the womb, of all
flesh which they offer unto
the LORD, both of man and
beast, shall be thine: never-

U2

does he appropriate spiritual
good expressing it in his
truths, and by influx causing
the holiness of both spiritual
and natural love in the lower
degrees of life.

I I. And thus through the
celestial man, the spiritual
man has illustration and ac
knowledgment from the Lord;
and these are from the Lord
through the celestial man in
every good thought and every
good affection perpetually,
being appropriated by every
one who does the work of re
pentance, and thus purifies his
life from evil.

12. And it must be acknow
ledged by the spiritual man
that every celestial affection,
every spiritual thought, and
all the good of truth, are from
the Lord in their earliest mani
festation by the medium of
celestial love.

13. For charity, as ex
pressed in good works even
in such a state of the church
is from the Lord through
celestial love, and is appro
priated by the celestial man in
the spiritual degree of his life,
and also by the spiritual man,
when purification from sin is
complete.

14. Also every affection de
voted to the Lord with the
man of the Spiritual Church is
to be acknowledged to be from
the Lord through celestial love.

IS. And every incipient prin
ciple, whether of good or truth
which the spiritual man te:
ceives from the Lord, whether
it be internal or external, is to
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theless the firstborn of man
shalt thou surely redeem,
and the firstling of unclean
beasts shalt thou redeem.

16. And those that are to
be redeemed of them from a
month old shalt thou re
deem, according to thine
estimation, for the money of
five shekels, after the shekel
of the sanctuary (the same
is. twen ty gerahs).

17. But the firstling of an
ox, or the firstling of a
sheep, or the firstling of -a
goat, thou shalt not redeem;
they are holy: thou shalt
sprinkle their blood upon
the altar, and shalt burn
their fat for an offering
made by fire, for a sweet
savour unto the LORD.

i8~ And the flesh of them
shall be thine, as the wave
breast and as the right
thigh, it shall be thine"

19. All the heave offer
ings of the holy things,
which the children of Israel
offer unto the LORD, have I
given thee, and thy sons
and thy daughters with
thee, as a due for ever: it
is a covenant of salt for ever

be ascribed to Him; but faith
which at first is separated,
must be conjoined with char
ity, and impure natural aff'ec
tion must be purified.

16. And the purification of
every natural affection com
mences from faith, the quality
of that faith depending on its
principle of good, .accompanied
by the acknowledgment of the
Lord from remains' accord
ingly, for these remains are
holy from good, and truth is
essentially from good.

17. But the good of faith in
its three degrees, namely,
natural, spiritual; or celestial,
is from the Lord, and is not
tainted with evil; it is holy;
and it must be ascribed to
Him. For such faith is con
joined with charity in all wor
ship; and such charity must
be acknowledged as proceed
ing from the Divine Love, as
being consecrated by it, and
therefore as being well pleas
ing and acceptable to the
Lord.

18. Besides which, also the
good of faith must be ascribed
to the Lord through, celestial
love, even as are the good of
charity and the good of celes
tial love.

19. In one word,' all illus
tration in worship which the
man of the Spiritual Church
receives from the Lord must
be ascribed to Him, even as to
every perception of truth, and
every delight in 'good, and this
perpetually through the celes
tial heavens ; for thereby is the

before the LORD unto thee
and to thy seed with thee ..

20. And the LORD said
unto Aaron, Thou shalt
have no inheritance in their
land, neither shalt thou
have any portion among
them: I' am thy portion and
thine inheritance among the
children of Israel.

2 I. And unto the children
of Levi, behold, I have
given all the tithe in Israel
for an inheritance, in return
for their service which they
serve, even the service of
the tent of meeting.

22. And henceforth the
children of Israel shall not
come nigh the tent of meet
ing, lest they bear sin, and
die.

23. But the Levites shall
do the service of the tent of
meeting, and they shall
bear their iniquity: it .shall
be a statute for ever
throughout your genera
tions, and among the chil-

reciprocal conjunction of good
with truth and of truth with
good between the celestial and
spiritual man to eternity.

20. But, on the contrary,
there is perception from the
Lord with the celestial man,
that the celestial heavens are
perfectly distinct from the
spiritual heavens both as to
truth and good; and that from
the Lord is all celestial life,
both as regards the Celestial
and Spiritual, the distinction
being that with the Celestial,
love to the Lord is primary,
and with the Spiritual love to
the neighbour derived from
love to the Lord.

21. And as for the Natural,
or those who are in faith from
charity, they receive from the
Lord good according to their
remains; this good being also
according to their love of use
in ministering to the superior
heavens, and to the ultimate
heavens.

22. But the spiritual cannot
enter into, and perform the
functions of the celestial; and
if anyone should be persuaded
that he can, he must learn that
it is impossible, because, in
this case, he would have to
endure temptations in which
he would fail, and be deprived
of spiritual life.

23. But the Natural never
theless are capable of uses by
conjunction with the celestial
and the spiritual man, and
must endure temptations ac
cording to their quality; they
are comparatively and 'perpet
ually in external worship in
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dren of Israel they shall
have no inheritance.

24· For the tithe of the
children of Israel, which
they offer as an heave offer
ing unto the LORD, I have
given to the Levites for an
i n heritance : therefore I
have said unto them,
i\mong the children of
Israel they shall have no
inheritance.

25· And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

26. Moreover thou shalt
speak unto the Levites, and
say unto them, When ye
take of the children of
Israel the tithe which I have
given you from them for
your inheritance, then ye
shall offer up an heave offer
ing of it for the LORD, a
tithe of the tithe.

27· Arid your heave offer
ing shall be reckoned unto
you, as though it were the
corn of the threshing-floor,
and as the fulrress of the
winepress.

the process of their re,genera
tion; and yet the good of their
charity is to be distinguished
from the good of their faith,
as being worship from love
and not for the sake of re
ward, or as being the Lord's
life in man which is not as
cribed to self.

24. For all who are in char
ity enjoy the good of remains,
and thus the appearance of
good as from themselves, and
of illustration as from them
selves, with the perception at
.the same time, that their life
of charity and their illustration
are entirely from the Lord,
and not from the external
man.

25. And yet again, there is
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

26. With those who are in
charity both as to the will and
understanding, that when the
good of remains is attributed
to them from the Lord, on
account of the co-operation of
the. external man with the in
ternal, they shall also receive
illustration from the Lord,
which is to be acknowledged
as coming from Him through
remains thus again, and con
tinually stored up.

27. And this acknowledg
ment is attributed to the
natural man who is in charity
as good derived from truth
and as truth derived from
good in the course of regen
eration.

the IJORD of all your tithes,
which ve receive of the chil
dren of Israel; and thereof
ye shall give the LiaRD'S
heave offering to Aaron the
priest.

29. Out of all your gifts
ye shall offer every heave
offerin$! of the LORD, of all
the best thereof, even the
hallowed part thereof out
of it.

30. Therefore thou shalt
say unto them, When ye
heave the best thereof from
it, then it shall be counted
unto the Levites as the in
crease of the threshing
floor, and as the increase of
the winepress.

31 . And ye shall eat it in
every place, y.e and your
'households: for it is your
reward in return for your
service in the tent of
meeting.

32 • And ye shall bear no
sin by reason of it, when ye
have heaved from it the best
thereof: and ye shall not
profane the holy things of
the children of Israel, that
ye die not.

have all their illustration from
the Lord through remains,
when the external man co
operates with the internal;
and that all thei r good and
their truth are from the Lord
through the celestial heavens.

29. And particularly it is to
be acknowledged by the
natural man, that in receiving
illustration from the Lord, it
is through the inmost good
and the inmost truth with him.

30. And hence again he
derives the perception, and
thence acknowledg-es that his
inmost .good and truth are
from the Lord, and are to be
ascribed to Him, just as he
has ascribed to Him the good
of truth and the truth of good,
in the process of regeneration.

31. And this good is to be
appropriated in every state
both internal and external;
for this good is the only re
ward which the spiritual man
seeks in the performance of
uses..

32. And thus also there is
no longer any temptation
when the inmost life of the
natural man is acknowledged
to be from the Lord, together
also with the life of the in
ternal .man; and neither then
is there any external, nor any
possibility of spiritual death.

28. Thus ye also shall
offer an heave offering unto

28. And thus the spiritual
must acknowledge that they

I. By the Lord saying un to Aaron, is denoted perception from the
Lord with those who are in celestial good, that is, with the Lord in
His Human Nature, and with the celestial man, 2001, 1882~ 10,017;
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Aaron and his sons, and his fathers' house with him bearing the
iniquity of the sanctuary, denotes that he who is in good from the
Lord, in its three degrees of celestial, spiritual, and natural, shall
have power to fight against all evil internally, 10,017. 7g33, 9937,
3210 ; and Aaron and his sons bearing the iniquity of their priest
hood, denotes the same with regard to the celestial and spiritual man
externally, 9946, 99371°, 16643.

2. Aaron's brethren also, the tribe of Levi, the tribe of his father
being brought near, denotes that this is also specifically true of those
who are in charity, which is celestial love, in an image, and from
which is spiritual truth, 1222, 3875, 10,017, 3572; being joined and
ministering unto Aaron, denotes communication and conjunction
with celestial good, 2021, 10,083; and Aaron and his sons being
before the tent of the testimony, denotes that celestial good. and
truth, thence derived, alone enjoy immediate perception of truth
from good, 9946, 35403, 9503.

3. The Levites keeping 'Aaron's charge and the charge of all the
Tent, denotes that those who are in charity and constitute the
ultimate heaven, minister to celestial good, or to those who are in
the inmost heaven, as well as to those who are in the middle and
in •the ultimate heaven, 10,017, 3382, 9946, 35403; their not coming
nigh unto the vessels of the sanctuary, and unto the altar, denotes
that they cannot participate in the functions of those in the superior
heavens', _or in their worship, 3572, 3°79, 3210, chap. iv, 12, 4541;
and their dying denotes that this would be the destruction alike of
natural, spiritual and celestial men, 2908.

4. By the Levites being joined unto Aaron, is denoted that the
natural have conjunction with the superior heavens, 3875; by keeping
the charge of the tent of meeting for all the service of the Tent, is
denoted that they minister to them, and also to those in the ultimate
heaven internally and externally, 3382, 35403, 5947; and by a stranger
not coming nigh unto thern , is denoted that one out of the church
cannot perform the functions of the Celestial and Spiritual, 10,287.

5. Aaron and his sons keeping the charge of the sanctuary and
the charge of the altar, denotes that the Celestial and Spiritual
minister to inmost things from the Lord, and to the pure worship
of the Lord, 10,017, 3382, ,3210, 4541; and there being wrath no
more upon the children of Israel, denotes in order that the inferior
heavens may not be averted from the Lord, 5798, 3654.

6. "I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among
the children of Israel," denotes that indeed if is of the Divine Good
and Divine Truth, and thus of the Divine Providence, -that· charity
should be properly distinguished from faith or truth, 2001, 683, 1222,
3875, chap. iii. 12; and their being to Aaron for a gift,given unto
the Lord to do the service of the tent of meeting, denotes that
charity must be acknowledged to be from the Lord, giving con
junction with Him when it is expressed fully in the uses of worship
and life, 9946, 5619, 3875, 5947, 35403.

7. Aaron and his sons with him keeping their priesthood, denotes
that it is the function of the celestial and spiritual kingdoms con
joined inmostly to minister from good, 10,017, 3382; for everything
of the altar, and for that within the veil, denotes in all worship, and
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in everything celestial which is not perceived in the inferior heavens,
4541, 25764, 3210; their serving denotes that it is the delight of good
to serve, 5947; the Lord giving them their priesthood as a service
of gift, denotes that this delight is wholly from the Lord, and is
perfectly free, 5619, 5947; and the stranger coming nigh being put
to death, denotes that he, who worships the Lord from selfish
motives only, has no spiritual life, 10,287, 3572, 6767.

8. The Lord speaking unto Aaron denotes influx from Him with
the celestial man, 2001, 2951,10,017; giving Aaron the charge of the.
heave offerings, denotes that the celestial man alone has perception,
3382, 10,093; the hallowed things of the children of Israel being
given. to Aaron, denotes the acknowledgment that through the
celestial man from the Lord is all illustration with the spiritual and
natural man, 10,093, 5619; by reason of the anointing, denotes on
account of their reception of charity, 9954 7 ; thle sons of Aaron
denote the spiritual kingdom, and thus the reception of love and
charity in all its degrees, 10,017; and a due for ever denotes per
petual acknowledgment of the reception of love from the Lord, 793I.

9. This being Aaron's of the most holy things reserved from the
fire, denotes that, therefore, to the Lord, through the celestial man
as representing Him, is to be ascribed all that the spiritual man
acknowledges to be from the Divine Love, 9946, 10,°91, 10,092,
10,055; every oblation of theirs, even every meal offering of theirs,
and every sin offering of theirs, and every guilt offering of theirs,
denotes every celestial affection, 10,129, every spiritual affection,
2177, every. affection purified from sin, 3400, and every affection
purified from er~or, 34°0; and their being rendered unto the Lord,
and therefore being most holy for Aaron and for his sons, denotes
that the spiritual man receives these freely from the Lord in this
way, and that therefore they are most holy, 5619.

10. "As the' most holy things shalt thou eat thereof; every male
shall' eat thereof; it shall be holy unto thee," denotes that as the
celestial man appropriates celestial good, so does he appropriate
spiritual good, expressing it in his truths, and by influx causing the
holiness of both spiritual and natural love in the lower degrees of
life, 3210, 2187, 725, 10,129.

I I. This being Aaron's, the heave offerings of their gift; even all
the wave offerings of· the children of Israel, denotes that thus,
through the celestial man, the spiritual man has illustration and
acknowledgment from the Lord, 10,017, 10,093; their being given
unto Aaron and to his sons' and daughters with him as a due for ever,
denotes that these are from the Lord, through the celestial man in
every good thought and in every good affection perpetually, 5619,
10,017, 489, 7931; and everyone that is clean in Aaron's house
eating. thereof, denotes appropriation by everyone who does the
work of repentance, and thus purifies his life from evil, 10,017, 4545.

12. .All the best of the oil, and all the best of the vintage, and of
t~e corn, the firstfruits of them which they give unto the Lord being
gl'~re.n unto Aaron, denotes th~t it mu.st be acknowledged by the
spiritual man that every celestial affection, every spiritual thought,
and all the good of truth are from the Lord in their earliest mani
festation by the medium of celestialTove, 886, 1071, 5295, 9223,
10,017, 5619.
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13. The firstripe fruits of all that is in their land, which they
bring unto the Lord being Aaron's; and everyone that is clean
eating thereof, denotes that charity as expressed in good works, .
even in such a state, of the church, is from the Lord through celestial
love, and is appropriated by the celestial man in the spiritual degree
of his life, and also by the spiritual man, \vhen 'purification from
sin is complete, 9223, 1873, 10,017, 2187, 5619, 4545.

14. Everything devoted in Israel being Aarons, denotes that
every affection devoted to the Lord with the man of the Spiritual
Church is to be acknowledged to be from the Lord through celestial
love, 8042, 5619, 10,017.

15. Everything that openeth the womb of all flesh which they
offer unto the Lord both of man and beast being Aaron's, denotes
that every incipient principle, whether of good or truth, which the
spiritual man receives from the Lord, whether it be internal or
external, is to be ascribed to Him, 8043, 780, 5619, 2001, 8045, 10,0 17;

and the firstborn of man being redeemed, as well as the firstling of
unclean beasts, denotes that faith, which at first is separated, must
be conjoined with charity, and that impure natural affection must
be purified, 8042, 6280, 10,130, 8045.

16. Those that are redeemed being redeemed from a month old,
denotes that the purification of every natural affection commences
from faith, 6280, 85 I, 859; according to Aaron's estimation, denotes
that the quality of faith .depends on its principle of good, 10,0 17;
2959, 2966; the money, or silver, of five shekels after the shekel of
the sanctuary, denotes accompanied by the acknowledgment of the
Lord from remains; for remains are holy from good, 425, 5291, 3210;
and the same is twenty gerahs, denotes that truth is essentially from
good, 29597 , 10,222.

17. Not redeeming the firstling of an ox, or of a sheep, or of a
goat because they are holy, denotes that the good of faith in its
three degrees of natural, spiritual and celestial is from the Lord, and
is not tainted with evil; it is holy; and it must be ascribed to Him,
218o, 4169, 8042; sprinkling their blood upon the altar denotes that
such faith is conjoined with charity in all worship, 10,047, 4541 ; and
burning the fat for an offering made by fire for a sweet savour, or
an odour of rest, unto the Lord, denotes that such charity must be
acknowledged as proceeding from the Divine Love, as being conse
crated by it, and therefore as being well pleasing and acceptable to'
the Lord, 10,033, 10,055, 10,054·

18. The flesh of them being Aaron's as the wave breast, and as
the right thigh, denotes that also the good of faith must be ascribed
to the Lord, through celestial love, even as are the good of charity,
and the good of celestial love, ver. 17, 10,087, 10,°92 •

19. All the heave offerings of the holy things which the children
of. Israel offer unto the Lord, denotes here all illustration in worship,
which the man of the Spiritual Church receives from the Lord,
because with the spiritual man there is illustration .and not the
peculiar perception of the celestial man, 10,093; their being given
to Aaron denotes that such illustration must be ascribed to· the
Lord, or must be acknowledged to be from Him through celestial
love, 5619, 10,017; to thy sons and to thy da-ughters with thee as a

due for ever, denotes even as to every perception of truth, and as
to every delight in good, and this perpetually through the celestial
heavens, 489, 7931; and it being a covenant of salt for ever before
theLord unto Aaron and to his seed with him, denotes that thereby
is the reciprocal conjunction of good with truth and of truth with
good between the celestial and spiritual man to eternity, 665, 666,
9207.

20. By the Lord saying unto Aaron, is denoted that there is per
ception from the Lord with the celestial man, 1822, 10,017; by Aaron
not h<;ving. any inheritance in their ~and, nor any portion among the
Israelites, IS denoted that the celestial heavens are perfectly distinct
from the spiritual heavens both as to truth and good, 10,017, 2658,
4097, 3654; and by the Lord being Aaron's portion and inheritance
among the children of Israel, is denoted that from the Lord is all
celestial life, both with regard to the Celestial and Spiritual, the
distinction being that, with the Celestial, love to the Lord is primary,
and, with the Spiritual, love to the neighbour derived from love to
the Lord, 200 I, 4097, 2658.

21. By the children of Levi, are denoted the Natural, 10,017; by the
Lord giving then! all the tithe in Israel, is denoted that they receive
goo~ according to their remains, 2001, 5619, 576, 2658; and by the
service, which they serve, even the service of the ten t of meeting, is
denoted that this good is also according to their love of use in
ministering to the superior heavens and also to the ultimate heavens,
7038, 35403.

22. H 7nceforth the children of Israel not coming nigh to the tent
of meeting, lest they bear sin and die, denotes' that the Spiritual
cannot enter into nor perform the functions of the Celestial; and
that if anyone should be persuaded that he can, he must learn that
it is impossible, because, in this case, he would have to endure
temptations in which he would fail, and would be deprived of
spiritual life, 3654, 3572, 35403, 9937, 6767.

23. The Levites doing the service of the tent of meeting, denotes
th.at the Natu:-al, never~h~less, are capable of uses by conjunction
\vIth. the ce!es.ttt;ll ~nd spiritual man, 10,017, 7038, 35403, 3875; their
bearIn.g thel~ iniquity denotes that they endure temptations according
to their quality, 9937; a statute for ever throughout your generations,
denotes that. they are perpetually in external worship in the process
of regeneration, 7884, 8357, 1°41; and their not having any inherit
ance among the children of Israel, denotes that yet the good of their
charit¥ is to be distinguished from the good of their faith, as being
worship from love and not for the sake of reward, or as being, the
Lord's life in man, which is not ascribed to self, 2658, 3654. .

.24. The tithe of the ch}l?ren of Israel, denotes the good of remains
with the man o~ the Spiritual Church, 576, 3654; their being offered
as a heave offering, denotes the acknowledgment that illustration is
from the Lord by remains, 5619, 10,092-3; given to the Levites for
an inheritance, denotes that all who are in the good of charity enjoy
rem.Rins, m:d thus the appearance of good as from themselves, and
'Of !llustratton as from themselve.s, 3875, 10,017, 2658; the Lord
saying' unto them, denotes perception at the same time 2001 1822·
and their not having- an inheritance among the child;en or' Israei
denotes that their life of charity and their illustration are entirely
from the Lord, and not from the external man, 3564, 2658, 10,017."
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2$. This is evident, because by J~hov~h is den~ted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking IS denoted Influx, 295 1 ; by
Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by
saying is denoted perception, 1822.

26. Speaking un to the Levites and saying unto them, d~notes per
ception with those who are in chari~y,both as t? the WIll and the
understanding, 10,017, 2951, 822; taking of the children ?f Israel the
tithe which the Lord had given them from the Israelites, denotes
that when the good of remains is ~ttributed to. them fr~m the Lord,
as if their own on account of their co-operation, 3938 , 576, 2QOI,

8899, 3654, 2658; and offering up a heave offering of it. for. the Lo;d,
the tithe of the tithe, denotes that they shall also rece.Ive 111ustratl?n
from the Lord, which is to be acknowledged as coming from HIm
through the remains thus again and continually stored up, 10,°92 -3,
576.

27. Their heave offering being .reckoned unto the Levites as though
it were the corn of the threshing-floor and as the fulness of the
winepress, denotes that this acknowledgment is attributed to, the
natural man who is in charity as good derived from truth, and as
truth derived from good in the course of regeneration, 10,°92-3, 63774

•

28. The Levites also offering a heave offering unto the Lord of all
their tithes received of the children of Israel, denotes that thus the
Natural must acknowledge that they have all their illustration fr?nl
the Lord through remains, when the external Ina~ ~o...operates WIth
the. internal, 10,017, 10,°92-3, 576,' 3654; and givmg thereof the
Lord's heave offering to Aaron the priest, denotes that they acknow
ledge that all their good and all their truth is from the Lord through
the celestial heavens, 5619, 10,092-3, 9946, 10,017.

29. Out of all their gifts offering every heave offering of the Lord
of the best thereof, even the hallowed part thereof out of it, denotes
that particularly it is to be acknowledged by. the natural Ina~ that,
in receiving illustration from the Lord, it IS through the Inmost
good, and the inmost truth with him, 5619, 10,°92-3, 2001, 10,033,
3210.

30. Therefore Moses saying unto the Levites, denotes that hence
again the natural man derives perception, 7010, 1822, 10,017; the
best thereof being heaved from it denotes the acknowledgm~nt t!ta t
his inmost good and truth are from the Lord, 10,°92-3; and It being
counted un to the Levites as the increase of the threshing-floor and
as the increase of the winepress, denotes that these are to be ascribed
to the Lord, just as they have ascribed to Him. the good of truth
and the truth of good in the process of regeneration, 63?74 •

31. The Levites eating it in every place they and their households,
denotes that this good is to be appropriated in every state both
internal and external, 2187, 48434, 48435; and it being th~ir rewa~d
for their service in the tent of meeting, denotes that this good IS

the only reward which the natural man, who is in charity, seeks in
the performance of heavenly uses, 2658, 3816, 7038, 35403, 10,017.

32. The Levites bearing no sin because of their heave offering,
when they heaved from it the best thereof; and their not profaning
the holy things of the children of Israel, nor dying" denotes that

thus, also, there is no longer any temptation, when the inmost life
of the natural THan is acknowledged to be Trom the Lord together
with the life of the internal man; and neither, then, is there any
external worship separated from internal, nor any possibility of
spiritual death, 10,017, 9937, 10,092-3, 10,033, 2658, 1326, 3654,
2908.

The first section of this chapter, in the. internal s:nse! .sh~ws
emphatically under the figure of Aaron and hIS sons bearing InIqu~ty,

the way in which the Lord, w!"ten on e<;rth, ~elivered all. nl<;n.klnd
from th.e absolute power of evil, and still delivers ev.ery IndlvId~al

who is willing to be delivered from his own actual evils by fighting
for him against the wicked spirits who excite them to acti~ity, a.nd
enabling him, as from himself, to overcome by co-operation with
the Lord. And as this subject is very important indeed, the follow
ing quotation respecting it is here made: "That bearing iniqui!y
means removing falsities and evils, or sins, with those who are In
good, is on the ground of this being said of the Lord, for the Lord
was represented by Aaro!?, and the. whole work of salv.ati?n b¥ his
office or, priesthood. It IS k~own In the church that It IS ~al~ c:t
the 'Lord that He bore the SIns for the human race; but still It IS
not known what is meant by bearing iniquities and sins. So~e

believe that the meaning of it is that He took upon Himself the SIns
of the human race, and suffered Himself to. be condemned even to
the death on the cross; and because the condemnation of sins was
cast upon Him, that the .mortals were thus freed from damnation;
also that the Lord by the fulfilment of the Law removed the d~mna

tion, since the Law would have condemned everyone who did not
fulfil it. But this is not meant by bearing iniquity, for every man's
deeds remain with him after death; their quality comes from the
love and the faith-for love and faith constitute the life of a deed;
wherefore those deeds cannot be removed by transfer to another who
would bear them. From this it is evident that something else is
meant by bearing iniquities; but what is meant thereby may appear
from the bearing itself by the Lord of iniquities or sins; they are
borne by the Lord when He fights for a man against the hells, for
of himself a man cannot fight against them, but the Lord alone
does this, and indeed continually for every man, with a difference,
however, according to the reception of the Divine Good and .the
Divine Truth. While the Lord was in the world, He fought against
all the hells, and subdued them completely; hence, also, He became
Justice; in this wise He redeemed from damnation those who received
from Himself Divine Good' and Truth. Unless this had been done
by the Lord, no flesh could have been saved, for the hells are con
stantly with the man, and rule over him .so far as the Lord d~es n?t
remove them; and He removes them In the san1e proportion In
which the man desists from evils. He who conquers the hells once,
conquers them to eternity, and in order that the Lord might accom
plish this, He made His Hurnan Divine. Wherefore He who alone
fights for man against the hells-or, what is the same thing, against
evils and falsities, for they are from the hells-He is said to bear
sins, for He alone upholds that burden. That by bearing sins is
also signified the removal of evils and falsities from those who are
in good, is on account of this being a consequence; for so far as the
hells are removed from a man, so far evils and falsities are removed,
because both of these, as said above,· are from the hells; the evils
and falsities, however, are sins and iniquities. How the case herein
is may be seen in 'what was shown above, Nos. 9715 and 98°9,
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where the Lord's Merit and Justice, and also the subjugation of the
hells by Him, are treated of," 9937.

But there are also two more points in this section that require
a little notice. Charity, or love' to the neighbour, generally con
sidered, ministers to love to the Lord, this being signified by the
functions of the Levites; while specifically, also, charity as mani
fested in the natural degree is denoted by them. And thus, every
degree of good is operative from the Lord in causing the removal
of evil. But, on the other hand, so-called worship from selfish
motives is of no use in this respect, as is, signified by the stranger
not corning nigh, and suffering spiritual death in consequence of
doing so. Now, whoever considers all these points carefully, both
in the light of human experience and in the light of the general
teaching of the Word, cannot fail to see the truth of them, and how
very necessary it is that everyone who earnestly desires salvation
should live according to them, ,

In the second section we notice, first of all, that all the heave
offerings were given to Aaron and his sons, that is, to the priests
of the Lord, as a due for ever. But a gift from the Lord to man,
and also a gift, from man to the Lord, denote that what is repre
sented by the gift is acknowledged to be from Him; and remern
bering how Aaron and his sons represent, respectively, celestial and
spiritual good, which are love to the Lord and love to the neighbour,
we have to inquire what this particular offering called the heave
offering signifies, in order to understand why it was assigned to the
priesthood, and particularly to the high priest, as a due for ever.
It was because it signified the acknowledgment that the celestial
in particular, the spiritual in a secondary sense, and the natural man
in a degree lower, are gifted from the Lord with the perception of
truths, and the activity that comes from good. And it is said that
the celestial in particular have this gift and acknowledge it, because,
unlike the spiritual and natural man, they perceive at once that a
thing is true without reasoning about it. Such were the people of
the Most Ancient Church, and, in fact, all who lived before the
period of that church. And they were called celestial because they
were regenerated through their will or love of good, and not like
the spiritual through their understanding and love of truth; and this
was the reason why, from their state as to good, they could at once
perceive what was true, and, consequently, what was not true. For
it is said of them: "From the Lord they had perception continuously,
which perception was such, that when they thought about tho.se
things which were treasured up in the IneITIOry, they instantly
perceived whether it was true and good, insomuch that when any
thing false presented itself, they not only avoided it, but even
regarded it with horror," 125. Thus we see how much superior were
those 'who constituted the Most Ancient Church, while yet they had
with them the remembrance of the falsities and, consequently, the
evils which had troubled them in the course of their regeneration,
and a perception of what was true and good far beyond that which
is enjoyed by the Spiritual and the Natural Churches which
succeeded.

Secondly, it is to be noticed that the perception of the spiritual and
natural man is distinguished from that of the celestial, as illustration
or enlightenment, and is specifically represented by the wave offering,
ver. I I; and also that all the offerings of the children of Israel
named were to be appropriated and eaten by the priests, to denote
that what each of these represented is to be acknowledged, as
received, from the Lord through celestial love. Or, in other words,

these gifts to the priesthood, while, literally, they were a provision
for them, seeing that they had no inheritance like the rest of. the
tribes, denoted spiritually that everyone in the church appropriates
good from the Lord through love to' Him; and, on reflectionvit must
be manifest that the spiritual and natural man cannot enjoy and
be supported by the various kinds of good, which the Lord free~y
gives, unless there is a sincere acknowledgment that all good IS

from Him and is grounded in love to Him.
And, thirdly, this section teaches emphatically that, in order that

man may truly appropriate good, so that it occupies not only his
internal but also his external man, he must be free from the defile
ments of the merely natural man by being purified through the work
of repentance, For this purification is particularly signified by its
being said, "everyone that is clean in thy house shall eat thereof."
And, lastly, let it be well observed that by the redemption spoken
of is denoted that every state of faith, which at first is not fully
conjoined with charity, must, in the process of regeneration, be
so conjoined with it, that the man of the church of every degree
may enjoy the good that properly constitutes his life. And here,
again, we see that it is good from the Lord of every kind that effects
redemption, and not by any means truth separated from good, a~d,
indeed, that this is why the redemption money was to be according
to the shekel of the sanctuary, and why this is said to be twenty
gerahs, namely; because twenty gerahs signifies all things of good,
10,222. .
Havi~g now just seen why and how faith not yet conjoined with.

good, and impure natural affections, can be redeemed by conjunction
with good, we come next to the revelation, in the new section, that
good of no degree is redeemed, because it is from the Lord, and that,
in fact, instead of needing to be redeemed, it is that which redeems,
and that, nevertheless, in the person who is being regenerated there
must be the conjunction of truth thence proceeding with good; and
also that then such good will be fully acknowledged to be from the
Lord through celestial love, and may be appropriated and enjoyed
as if it were man's own. And thence it' follows that even the
spiritual and natural man, each in his degree, have illustration
and perception corresponding to that of the celestial man. But still
the celestial man has his own peculiar perception, as verso 19, 20

strongly indicate, both affirming the continuity of the perception,
and that such is the character of celestial good that no one who is in
it can participate in that of the spiritual or natural man, although,
as particularly stated, the latter is derived from the former, and
there is reciprocal conjunction between them, which is denoted by
a covenant of salt, since a covenant signifies conjunction, and salt
corresponds to the desire of good for truth, and also the desire of
truth for good. For the Lord loves everybody, and would save every
body, and yet none can be saved but those who by 'regeneration reject
all selfish love and its evils and falsities, and consecrate themselves
to the Lord by love to Him. How highly practical, therefore, are
the truths of the internal sense of the Word as conveyed to us in
this whole chapter.

And the last section shows this in a remarkable way, because it
refers to the operation of Divine principles in the natural man. Let
us consider it. vVe 'have been instructed that the celestial and
spiritual man has each his own peculiar good, and now also we
learn that it is the same with the celestial-natural and the spiritual
natural man, the former being denoted by the Levites and the latter
by the children of Israel as distinct from the Levites. For the
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Levites represent those who are in charity in the natural degree,
and the Israelites denote those who are in faith there. And the
impressive teaching is that those in faith cannot endure -those tempta
tions which are signified by bearing iniquity, because if they were
introduced into them they would fail. Why is this? It is because
there is not any conjunction with the Lord by faith, but only by
charity. And it is the Lord only through the principle of good or
charity that fights for man against evil. No one, therefore, who
contends against evil simply from the principle that obedience to the
truth will save him can be successful against it; although it is to
be. remembered that resistance to evil on this principle is a good
thing; for it may lead up to a better state, that is, to a state of the
love of obeying the Lord, and then it will become the good of faith,
if not the good of charity. So that we are to be careful here
properly to distinguish, when thinking of the spiritual-natural,
between such of them as are in the good of faith and such as are
only in the truth of faith, and to remember that it is the latter who
are mean t in ver. 22. And since these cannot be let in to spiritual
temptations, much less can they who are in faith without charity.
But the natural man who is in charity, and who is specifically
denoted by the Levites, can, according to his degree, "bear iniquity,"
or, under the Lord's banner, and by His perpetual aid, contend
against the foes of his own household, each contention being signified
by the service, and also by the warfare, of the Levites in the tent
of meeting (chap. iv. 3). But also the celestial-natural man is
distinguished from the Spiritual-natural man by having the life of
charity or good which is the Lord's life in man, and not man's
possession, as is represented by the Levites not having any in
heritance with the children of Israel. On the other hand, how
ever, he who is in charity in the natural man, and who is being

prepared by regeneration for the ultimate heaven, is here distin
guished by having his good from remains as is denoted by the
Levites having for their support all the tithes' of the children of
Israel. This indicates, therefore, that the quality of the charity
of the natural man is respectively inferior to that of the charity of
the spiritual man of the second or middle heaven.

And now, lastly, there follows another interesting poin t in con
nection with the Levites. For they were required particularly to give
to -Aaron a tithe of the tithes, or tenths, that they received, as a
heave offering, which denotes the acknowledgment on the part of
the natural man who is in the good of charity that all his power to
perceive truths, and all the activity of his life of good, denoted by
the heaving, are from the Lord through the celestial and spiritual
degrees of his life, or through the celestial and spiritual heavens.
Or, . from another point of view, these tithes of tithes may be
regarded as an acknowledgment that his illustration and activity
is from remains thus again and continually stored up. But these
heave offerings of the tithes of tithes are also said to be as the
increase of the threshing-floor, and as the increase of the winepress,
to denote that the acknowledgment that remains are from the Lord
continually, is ,similar to the acknowledgment that the good of truth
and the truth of good are from Him in the course of regeneration,
because the earlier acknowledgment, in a most orderly way, leads
up. to the later. For indeed the Lord must always be sincerely
acknowledged as the source of life, and as the giver of every good
and perfect gift. And, moreover, it is not surprising that, in this
connection the appropriation of remains is spoken of; for this is
similar to what is in some places described as the implantation of
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remains in the natural man, thus causing the External to be in all
respects a most perfect representation of the Internal. We see,
therefore, from the brief review of this section here given how all
the things said in the internal sense concerning those represented by
the Levites cohere, and come exactly into their right places in the
description. And these considerations ought on that account to
stimulate the man of the church in so living during his earthly life,
that he may at last realize the state of eternal happiness of being
a perfected image and likeness of the Lord his Creator, Redeemer,
and Regenerator.

x
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requires that it shall be pre
pared for purification,

CHAPTER XIX

SUMMARY OF TI-JE SPIRITUAL SENSE

4. And Eleazar the priest
shall take of her blood with
his finger, and sprinkle of
her blood toward the front
~f the tent of meeting seven'
tirnes :

4. That it must be acknow
ledged to come-from the Lord
through the heavens, and must
therefore be conjoined with
heavenly good in the course
of regeneration and thus be
come holy.

'"[HE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

1. There is revelation that the impure truth of the natural man is
!o .be devoted to the Lord ~hrough truth proceeding from good; that
It IS to be prepared for purification ; that it must be' acknowledged to
~ome from the Lord and. must, therefore, be conj oined with good
In the course of regeneration, verso 1-4.

2. All fals.ity and evil are' to be separated from the truth; and
through the Influence of truth from good, purification shall be effected
by the ~ruths.of the Word; and ,further particulars are then given
concernIng this process, verso 5-10.

3. Seyeral case.s are given in which this law of purification is to
be applIed;. and In short! every on~ who ?oes not aJ?ply this law by
the confession that of himself he IS nothing but evil must remain
in a state of impurity and be sep.arated from the church,' verso 9, 11-22.

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses and unto
Aaron, saying,

2. This is the statute of
the law which the LORD
hath commanded, saying,
Speak unto the children of
Israel, that they bring thee
a red heifer without spot,
wherein is no blemish, and
upon which never came
yoke:

3. And ye shall give her
unto Eleazar the priest, and
he shall bring her forth
without the camp, and one
shall slay her before hi's
face:
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I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth and
Divine Good giving the per
ception,

2. In reference to external
things derived from internal,
according to Divine Order by
illustration from influx with
the man of the Spiritual
Church, that the impure truth
of the natural man which,
from the Lord, is perfect, free
from falsity, and not having
any conjunction with evil,

3. Is to be devoted to the
Lor~ through the truth pro
ceeding from good, from
which it is seen to form no
part of heavenly order; and
that therefore interior good

5. And one shall burn the
heifer in his sight: her skin,
and her flesh, and her
blood, with her dung, shall
he burn:

6. And the priest shall
take cedar wood, and hys
sop, and scarlet, and cast it
into the midst of the burn
ing of the heifer.

7. Then the priest shall
wash his clothes, and he
shall bathe his flesh in
water, and afterward he
shall come into the camp,
and the priest shall be un
clean until the even.

8. And he that burneth
her shall wash his clothes in
water, and bathe his flesh in
water, and shall be unclean
until the even.

9. And a man that IS

clean shall gather up the
ashes of the heifer, and lay
them up without the camp
in a clean place, and it shall
be kept for the congregation
of the children of Israel for

X 2

5. So that all falsity and
evil are to be separated
through the influence of
truth from good, and this as
to things most external, as
to things interior, and as to
inmost things, and thus as to
everything infernal, by endur
ing temptations.

6. And through the influ
ence of celestial good purifica
tion shall be effected by truths
in terior and exterior, and by
good.

7. And thus truth from good
shall be purified, and good
itself shall be purified from
falsity, so that both come into
heavenly order when the state
of purification is completed.

8. And thus also interior
good in the natural man,
which rejects evil and falsity
must be cleansed until the
state of purification is com
pleted.

9. And by the operation of
purified truth every remnant
of what has served its use is
removed, but yet remains in
the memory, separated from
the heavenly life, and is pre
served as, an aid to man's
purification by truth, because



308 THE BOO!( OF NUMBERS CHAPTER XIX

a water of separation: it is
a sin offering.

10. And he that gather
eth the ashes of the heifer
shall wash his clothes, and
be unclean until the even:
and it shall be unto the
children of Israel, and unto
the stranger that sojourneth
among them, for a statute
for ever.

I I. He that toucheth the
dead body of any man shall
be unclean seven days:

12. The same shall purify
himself therewith on the
third day, and on the

. seven th day he shall be
clean: but if he purify not
himself the third day, then
the seventh day he shall not
be clean.

13. Whosoever toucheth
the dead body of any man
that is dead, and purifieth
not himself, defileth the
tabernacle of the LORD; and
that soul shall be cut off
from Israel: because the
water of separation was not
.sprinkled upon him, he shall
be unclean; his uncleanness
is yet upon him.

14. This is the law when
a man dieth in a tent: every
a e that cometh into the

it involves the confession on
his part that of himself he is
nothing but evil.

10. For even he who is in
purified truth internally is ye,t
impure externally, and con
fesses this, being continually
purified until ~he state ..end~.
And indeed this confessIon IS

to be made alike by the man
of the internal church as by
the man of the external, and
is perpetual with him.

I I. And every action from
falsity derived from evil which
has been acknowledged, pro
duces a state of impurity
which can only be removed by
regeneration and purification,

12. Because purification must
be perfect and complete both
as to truth and as to good,
and thus must be continual
during regeneration; for if this
is not so, then no state of
perfect regeneration can be
reached.

13. And therefore .every on~

acting !rom the falsIty. of eYIl
which IS no longer WIth him
a ruling motive, and not con
fessing his err?r that the Lor.d
may purify him, renders hIS
worship of the Lord impure
and separates himself. from
the truth; and he can only be
restored by the application of
the truth which involves the
confessio~ that of himself he
is nothing but evil, and hence
that he is impure both as to
understanding and will,

14. This is the law for puri
fication from falsity grounded·
in evil: everyone affected

tent, and everyone that is
in the tent, shall be unclean
seven days.

15. And every open ves
sel, which hath no covering
bound upon it, is unclean.

16. And whosoever in the
open field toucheth one that
is slain with a sword, or a
dead body, or a bone of a
man, or a grave, shall be
unclean seven days.

17. And for the unclean
they shall take of the ashes
of the burning of the sin
offering, and running water
shall be put thereto in a
vessel :

18. And a clean person
shall take hyssop, and dip
it in the water, and sprinkle
it upon the tent, and upon
all the vessels, and upon the
persons that were there, and
upon him that touched the
bone, or the slain, or the
dead, or the grave :

with it, although the evil of
that falsity be not his own, is
yet impure and must be puri
fied according to the order of
regeneration; and everyone
to whom that evil appertains
is impure, and must be puri
fied according to the order of
regeneration.

IS. Also everyone who is
in spiritual truths which are
recipient of good; which, as
yet, are not properly dis
tinguished from merely natural
.things; and by which merely
natural things are not regu
lated, is impure.

16. And everyone who,
being a man of the church,
is contaminated with falsity
which is destructive of truth;
by falsity from evil; by falsity
from selfishness; or by falsity
fro-m the hells, is impure until
fully regenerated.

17. And such impurity can
only be removed by the con
fession that man of himself is
nothing but evil, and the
application thereto of the
living truths of the Word,
which have been received into
the memory.

18. And this must be effected
by the operation of the truth
of the Word as manifested
in its literal sense, and by
the sanctification of the
natural affections, of the
natural understanding, of the
interiors, and also of the spirit
ual or internal man which
has been contaminated by
selfish feelings, by false per
suasions, by falsities from
evil, or by falsities from the
hells.
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19. And the clean person
shall sprinkle upon the un
clean on the third day, and
on the seventh day:. and on
the seventh day he shall
purify him; and he shall
wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and shall
be clean at even.

20. But the man that
shall be unclean, and shall
not purify himself, that soul
shall be cut off from the
midst of the assembly, be
cause he hath defiled the
sanctuary of the LORD: the
water of separation hath not
been sprinkled upon him;
he is' unclean.

21. And it shall be a per
petual statute unto them':
and he that sprinkleth the
water of separation shall
wash his clothes; and he
that toucheth the water of
separation shall be unclean
until even.

22. And whatsoever the
unclean person toucheth
shall be unclean; and· the
soul that toucheth it shall be
unclean until even.

19.. And this purification
must be effected successively
during regeneration, until a
state of good prevails, and
this by the complete removal
of interior evils, of exterior
falsities and evils, and by a
consequent state of purity
even as to the comparative
obscurity of the external or
natural man.

20. But the man of the
church who is conscious of his
impurity, and yet deliberately
remains in it must of neces
sity be separated from all
interior truths and good affec
tions, because he has pro
faned the holy principles of
the church, and has not con
fessed that of himself he is
nothing but evil without which
his impurity must remain.

2 I • For this confession must
be perpetual with the man of
the church, and everyone
making it sincerely will be
purified externally as well as
internally; and indeed, the
slightest contact with truth
contaminated by the persua
sion that it is self-derived,
must inevitably be' impure,

.until the obscurity arising
from such contact is at its
end.

22. And in short, every
truth is rendered impure by
contact with evil, and every
contact with impure truth
produces a state of impurity
that can only be removed in
the course of regeneration.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. This is evident, because by Jehovah, is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001'; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; by Aaron is repre
sented Divine Good, 9946; and by saying is denoted perception, 1822.

2. By the statute of the law, which the' Lord hath comn1anded,'
saying, is denoted the truth in reference to external things derived
from internal, 7995; by "which the Lord hath commanded saying,"
is denoted according to Divine Order by illustration from influx, 2001,
5486; speak unto the children of Israel, denotes with the man of
the Spiritual Church, 2951, 3654; their bringing a red heifer, denotes
the impure truth of the natural 111an,' 51983; without spot denotes
that, from the Lord, truth is perfect, 7837; wherein is no blemish,
denotes free from falsity, 7837; and upon which never came yoke,
denotes not having any conjunction with evil, 3603, 92627.

3. Giving the heifer unto Eleazar the priest, denotes devotion to the
Lord through truth proceeding from good, 5619, 9812; bringing her
forth without the camp, denotes that then it is seen to form no part
of heavenly order, 4236; and one slaying her before his face, denotes
that, therefore, interior good requires that it shall be prepared for
purification, 10,024.

4. Eleazar the priest taking of her blood with his finger, and
sprinkling it toward the front of the tent of meeting seven times,
denotes that truth must be acknowledged to come from the Lord
through the heavens, 9812, 10,047, 35403 ; and sprinkling seven times,
denotes conjunction with heavenly good in the course of regenera
tion, and thus a state of holiness, 10,047, 84, 716.

5. One burning the heifer in the sight of Eleazar, denotes that
falsity and evil are to be separated through the influence of truth
from good, 10,053, 9812; and her skin, and her flesh .and her blood,
with her dung being burnt, denotes separation. completely, as to
things most external, as to things interior, and as to inmost things,
and thus as to all things unclean or infernal by enduring tempta
tions, 10,036, 1035, 5476, 10,037, 7861.

6. The priest taking cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet, and casting
them into the midst of the burning of the heifer, denotes that through
the influence of celestial good, purification shall be effected by truths·
interior and exterior, and by good, 7918, 4922, 9946, 7861.

7. By the priest washing his clothes, and bathing himself in water,
is denoted that thus truth and good shall be purified from falsity,
3147, 5006, 683; by coming into the calnp is denoted coming into
heavenly order, 4236; and by being unclean until the evening is
denoted until the state of purification is completed, JO,130, 7844.

8. ,He that burneth her washing his clothes in water, bathing his
flesh in water, and being unclean until the evening, denotes that
thus also interior good in the natural man, which rejects evil and
falsity, must be cleansed until the state of purification is completed,
vera 5, 3147, 5006, 683, 10,13°, 7844. It is said here, "interior good
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in the natural. ~an," because Eleazar the priest, denotes the interior
good of the spiritual man, and Aaron the interior good of the celestial
man; and also because' we may assume very fairly that the person
who burned the heifer was a Levite, 10,0 17.

9· By a. man that is clean is denoted the truth purified, 429, 4545;
by g~therIng up the ashes of the heifer, is denoted the preservation
of. thing's that hav~ served their use, 679, 9723; by laying them up
wI.thout the canlp In a clean place, is denoted the removal of such'

. things, an.d their preservation. in the memory separated from the
heave~ly life, the state of separation being pure, 4236, 2625, 4545;
by .. being kept for the congregation, or rather assembly, of the
children of Israel for a water of separation, is denoted what is pre
ser:ed as ~n ai~ to man 's purifi.ca~ion by truth, 868; and by its being
a SIn offe~Ing, IS de~oted t~at It Involves the confession on his part
that, of himself, he IS nothing but evil, 868, 340 q.

10. J:fe that gathereth the ashes of the heifer, washing his clothes,
and being unclean until the evening, denotes that even he who is in
purified. truth inter.nally, is yet impure externally, and confesses this,
being Imp~re ~ntII the state. ends, 429, 4545, 3147, 5006, 10,130,
7844; and It being unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger
that sojourneth among them, for a statute for ever denotes that
indeed, this confession is to be made alike by the man' of the internai
c~urch as by the man of the external, and is to be perpetual with
him, 3654, 1463, 7884.

II. He that toucheth the dead body of any man being unclean
sev.en days, denotes that every action from falsity derived from evil
which has been acknowledged, produces a state of impurity, which
can only be removed by regeneration and purification, 10,130, 39°01°,
429, 84, 716.

12. !he same purifying himself with the water of separation on
the. thIr~ day, and on the seventh day being clean, denotes that
purification must be perfect and complete both as to truth and as to
good, 454~, ver. 9, 901, 84, 716, 720, 683; and if he purify not himself
on.the t.hIrd day, on the, seventh day not being clean, denotes that
punification must be continual during regeneration, for if this is not
so! then no state of perfect regeneration can be reached, because the
third ?ay and the seventh both denote completeness and holiness, and
thus .Inv?lve all t.he. states of regeneration signified by the days of
creation In GeneSIS 1.

. 13·. Whosoever touching the dead body of any man, and not' purify- .
mg himself de.filing the tabernacle of the Lord, denotes that therefore
e~ery one ~ctIng from the falsity of evil, which. is no longer, with
him, a r.uhn~ motive, and, not confessing his error that the Lord
may purify hirn , renders hIS worship of the Lord impure 10 130
390010, 3210; being cut off from Israel, denotes separation frorr: th~
t:uth, 5302, 3654;; and his bei~g unclean because the water of separa
tion was not sprinkled upon him, his uncleanness yet being upon him,
den.otes. that he can only be restored by the application of the truth,
which Involves the .cox:fession that of himself he is nothing but evil,
and hence that he IS Impure both as to the understanding and will
ver. 9, 10, 130~ 683. '

14· This being the law when a man dieth in a tent: everyone
that cometh into the tent and everyone that is in the tent being

unclean seven days, denotes the law for purification from falsity
grounded in evil; namely, everyone affected with it, although the
evil of that falsity be not his own, is yet impure and must be purified
according to the order of regeneration; and everyone to whom that
evil appertains is impure, and must be purified according to the order
of regeneration, 5407, 1566, 6901, 1293, 10,130, 84, 716.

15. Every open vessel which hath no covering bound upon it being
unclean, denotes that every one who is in spiritual truths, which are
recipient of good; which, as yet, are not properly distinguished from
!1atural things, and by which natural things are not regulated, is
~mpure, 4875, 5145, 10,130.

16. Whosoever in the open field toucheth one that is slain with
the sword, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, being
unclean seven days, denotes that everyone, being a man of the
church, who is contaminated with falsity, which is destruction of
truth; by falsity from evil; by falsity from selfishness; or by falsity
from the hells, is impure until fully regenerated, 67675, 39°01°, 38129,
29166, 10,13°,84,716.

17. Taking, for the unclean, of the ashes of the burning of the sin
offering, and running water being put thereto in 'a vessel, denotes
that such impurity can only be removed by the confession that man
of himself is nothing but evil, and by the application thereto of the
living truths of the Word, which have been' received into the memory,
10,13°, ver. 9, 3424, 3079.

18. A clean person taking hyssop and dipping it into the water,
denotes that this must be effected by the operation of the truth of the
Word as manifested in its literal sense, 4545, 79 18, 3424; sprinkling
denotes the conjunction of truth with good, and thus sanctification,
10,047; the tent denotes the natural affections, 1566; the vessels
denote the natural understanding, 3°79; the persons that were there
denote the interiors, 1293; and he who touched the bone, or the slain,
or the dead, or the grave, denotes the spiritual or internal man which
has been contaminated by selfish feelings, by false persuasions, by
falsities from evil, or by falsities from the hells, ver. 16.

19. The clean person sprinkling upon the unclean on the third
day and upon the seventh day, denotes that this purification must
be effected successively during regeneration until a state of good
prevails, ver. 12; on the seventh day purifying him, denotes the
complete removal of interior evils, 84, 716; washing his clothes and
bathing himself in water, denotes the removal of exterior falsities
and evils, 3147, 5006, 683; and being clean at even, denotes a con
sequent state of purity even as to the comparative obscurity of the
external or natural man, 4545, 7844.

~o. The man that is .unclean and who does not purify himself
being cut off from the midst of the assembly, or rather congregation,

. denotes that the man of the church who is conscious of his impurity,
and yet deliberately remains in .it, must of necessity be separated
from all i~terior truths and good affections, 10,130,' verso 7, 8, 5302,
78~3 ;. defiling the sanctuary of the Lord, denotes to profane the holy
principles of the church, 10,130, 3210; and the water of separation
not having been sprinkled upon him, and his being unclean, denotes
that he has not confessed that, of himself, he is nothing but evil,
and that without this, impurity must remain, ver. 9, 10,047, 10,13°.
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21. I t being a perpetual statute unto them, denotes that this 'con
fession must be perpetual with the man of the church, 868, 7884; he
that sprinkleth the water of separation washing his clothes, denotes
that everyone making it sincerely will be purified externally as well
as internally, 10,047, ver. 9, 3147, 5006; and he that toucheth the
water of separation being unclean until the evening, denotes that
indeed the slightest contact with truth contaminated by the per
sausion that it is self-derived, must inevitably be impure, until
the obscurity arising from such contact is at its end, 10,13°, ver. 9,
7844.

22. Whatsoever the unclean person toucheth being unclean; and
the soul that toucheth it being unclean until even, denotes that every
truth is rendered impure by contact with evil; and that every contact
with impure truth, produces a state of impurity that can only be
removed in the course of regeneration, 10,130, 1000, 1040, 7844.

Everyone surely may see that all the ceremonials of this chapter
were not enjoined to the Israelites by a direct revelation of the Lord
Himself to Moses for the benefit of the Israelites, without containing
in themselves interior spiritual instruction for the man of the church
in all ages. We may therefore reverently study those ceremonials
in the light of the doctrine of correspondences now made known to
mankind in the Arcana Ccelestia. Why, then, it may be asked, was,
this red heifer to be taken and to' be given to Eleazar the priest, to
be slain before his face, and her blood to be sprinkled toward the tent
of meeting exactly seven times? It was because the heifer signifies
the impure truth of the natural man, which is to be purified during
the course of regeneration. But what is impure truth? Can the
truth which comes from the Lord through the Word be really impure?
Certainly it cannot. And that is just why it was commanded that
the heifer chosen should be without spot, perfect, and one not having
borne the yoke. All these things 'the references show. And it is
well for us that we should recognize this initial fact concerning the
truth. I t is holy and inviolable; and no effort of man can con
tarninate it. For if we always thought of truth in that light and
remembered the Divine commandment, "Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lord thy God in vain," we should live purer lives than
we do live. But also there is another point. Why was the heifer to
be red? It was because red denotes good, or affection, and especially
natural affection; and natural affection also, as well as truth, as
given to man by the Lord, is pure. But since this good is, before
regeneration, corrupted by man's selfishness, therefore it becomes
impure good, and defiles the truth which we learn from the Word,
by misapplication. And thus we see what is meant by impure good
and thence by impure truth, and also why the heifer was to be red.
Now it is well known that we all act in the beginning of our lives
from natural affection, without much thinking of whether our actions
are right or \vrong; and when we have learned some truths, we
very often either ignore them, or contaminate them, so to speak,
with our impure and selfish affections. And therefore we can easily
see that we must be purified from our selfishness in order that the
truth with us nlay be pure; and besides, it must be evident that we
cannot be purified by anything else but the pure truth and good that
are from the Lord.

And therefore, secondly, we .can comprehend why the heifer was
required to be especially one not having borne the yoke.' It was to
represent the necessity of not deliberately contaminating our truths.

CHAPTER XIX

We notice, however, the other points in the section, so as to have
a clear conception of its scope) as a general introduction, in the
spiritual sense to all that follows. The heifer was to be given to the
priest to denote the acknowledgment that our natural life, as to affec
tion .and intelligence, is the continual gift of the Lord, and is to be
devoted to Him. Here, then, is another fundamental and practical
truth in relig-ion. And yet how unwilling the natural man is, at
first, to do this! But we take another step. Somebody was to slay
the heifer before the eyes of the priest. And this means, generally,
that there must be a preparation for purification. For the old selfish
affection must be slain before the truth in us can be kept pure.
Thus, then, the slaying truly signifies the work of repentance, or
the continual rejection of evil as a sin against the Lord, which is
signified by the slaying of the animal before the eyes of the priest,
or in the light of truth proceeding from good, on account of the priest
being Eleazar, which means God my help , or the help of God. But
not only so; for there is one thing more. The priest was required
to sprinkle the blood of the heifer seven times in front of the tent
of meeting, to denote that regeneration consists in a progressive
conjunction of truth with g-ood according to the order of the three
heavens, since everyone is first natural, then spiritual, and then
celestial according to his degree, and sprinkling denotes conjunction,
while seven times denotes the holy process of regeneration from
beginning to end, as the references show.

Having thus seen the general process, \ve are now to consider the
particulars as set forth in. the second, section. And, first, there is
the burning of the heifer in the presence of Eleazar. A burnt offering
in the best sense signifies entire devotion to the Lord, but of course
such an offering was burned upon the altar, and denoted consecration
to the Lord by love to Him, because fire corresponds to love; while
this heifer was not burned upon the altar, and hence the burning
denotes purification by temptations, which are excitements of the
lusts of the unregenerate man, on the one hand, and the influence of
truth from good on the other, so that a conflict is produced, in which
lusts and falsities are rejected, and thus the natural life is purified.
And in fact, there is no other way of being purified from evil and
falsity but this. It was by this means that the Lord Himself glorified
or made Divine His Human Nature while He was in the world,
expelling from it all the hereditary tendencies to evil derived from
the virgin mother, and thus it was in this \vay that, by His own
power acting in His Human life, He offered Himself up as a burnt
offering. And herein we may see the proper connection between
the enduring of temptations, which is signified by burning, in one
sense, and the consecration of the Human of the Lord to the Divine,
or its union with the Divine signified by a burnt offering in another
sense; for the former were the means by which the latter was
effected. And, indeed, the former were the means by which all man
kind were delivered from the absolute dominion of evil, on the one
hand, which constitutes the work of Redemption, while the latter
was the full identification of the Human with the Divine, which is
properly meant by the Atonement, so that every man who is willing
may approach the Lord in worship, as the manifested God, con
tinually reconciling mankind to Himself, and actually delivering eac;h
individual from evil, by enabling him to endure and overcome In
temptations, to be conjoined for ever with Himself, and at· the same
time, so to make his external man a perfect image and likeness
of his internal, that by regeneration completed, he becomes a perfect
angel in heaven, and a form of beauty and usefulness for ever.
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!fence we may see, therefore, how very much is involved in the
Internal sense by the burning of the heifer.

But p~ssing over the remaining- particulars of this description of
~he ~un;Ing,. t.he meaning- of which sufficiently appears from what
IS said In gIvIng the references, we have to consider those which"

" immediately follow. Since the heifer represents the impure truth
of the natural man, we first observe in g-eneral that the slightest
contact with what is' spiritually impure requires that man" should be
cleansed by the operation of the truth of the Word which is denoted
by washing- in water; and this is a correspondence very well under
stood by almost everyone, from its being so frequently named in the
Word, .and also from the g-eneral practice of baptism in the Christian
~hurch from its commencement. But who could have conceived that
In the church of th~ past, and even with some at the present time,
the. act of baptts!ll Itself should have come to be considered as pro
ducing' regenerat~o~, even In an infant. On the contrary, how much
more reasonable IS It, c:nd how much more according to the teaching'
of the. Word, to recogr:Ize that washing, or baptism, is but the repre
sentah.ve of regeneration, and may, therefore, be properly applied
to an Infant!
Returnin~, however, from this slight digression, we have to notice

that the priest, as well as he who burned the heifer and he who
gat~ered. the ashes, required .washing, this properly den~ting spiritual
nurification by the truth .In successive order from Internals to
~xternals; f?r this purification is from the Lord, and His procedure
IS thus,whtle, at the same time, it begins in the Externals and
pr9ceeds to the Internals according- to the man 's experience. And
It IS also to be observed, that, while the priest and he who did the
burning, were required to wash their clothes and also their bodies
the "clean" man, who gathered the ashes,' had only to wash hi~
clothes, and yet. remained unclean until the evening. That is, he
was externally Impure by onlv g-athering- the ashes of the heifer
but not internally impure, still requiring- external purification o~
account of that act. Now the first two cases in verso 7-8 denote the
complete purification of man, as to the understanding. and will,
den?ted .by washing the clothes and also the body, and com-plete
?unficatlon als~ as to the int~rior and exterior man sig-nified respect
ively by the pnest and by him who burned the heifer· and then it
follows, that this clean man, now represented by one' person, who
had R~thered up the ashes of the heifer, was also required to wash
only hIS clothes! What, then, does this signifv? It means spirit
ually that when man has been purified, yet still there must be the
retpoval of what has served its. use, denoted by the ashes of the
heifer, by ~eans of purified truth with him. For' as the heifer repre
sents the Impure truth of the natural man, so its ashes denote the
remt;ants of impure states, which, although they cannot be absolutely
ab~hshed, as "vas the Lord's hereditary maternal life by His glorifi
cation, 2 159, 226.~, may yet be so separated in the heavenlv state as
to •occasion no disturbance, and this process of removal 'is denoted
bv. the a~hes being taken and preserved without the camp in a clean
pla::e, ~hIS de.an plac~ denoting, not onl~ the memory of man from
~VhlCh. In reahty nothing can ever be obliterated, but the pure state
In •which the discordant thing-s therein become Quiescent (868, 1581).
~hus, then, the" ashes," that is what is signified by them, .are out
SIde the camp. so to speak, and are nreserved.

But now follows the most interesting- and particular part of this
wonderful process. For the ashes were to be kept, it is said, for a
water of separation. That is, they were to be mingled with the
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water by which persons were representatively purified. In the
internal sense, however, this keeping of the ashes for that purpose
clearly denotes that the remembrance of past states of evil, error,
and impurity, is useful to the man of the church, as an aid in his
regeneration, because it teaches him that when left to himself, his
tendency is to decline into evil, and that nothing can save him except
good from the Lord received by means of truth, and that this truth,
which is represented by water that purifies, necessarily involves the
acknowledgment that of himself he is nothing but evil, since other
wise he would not need purification. And hence we learn that this
acknowledgment is so important, that no one ever was, or ever can
be, admitted into heaven, and remain there, without it. For H man,
notwithstanding his being regenerated, is 'nothing but evil and
falsity; and to souls after death, this fact is shown to the life."
Also a man" has nothing of good and truth except from the Lord,
and he has all evil and falsity from the' proprium." And thus "every
man, and every spirit, yea, and every angel, if left even in the least
degree to himself, would rush spontaneously into hell. ... This the
angels acknowledge; and he who does not acknowledge it cannot
be with the angels," 868. Hence, then, we now; see what the ashes
of the heifer, and the water of separation really signify, and thus
that there is no one in heaven who has not been made conscious
that of himself alone he is nothing but evil, and that he could not
have become so conscious, but by having experienced regeneration,
involving deliverance from evil by the Lord.

And now it follows, therefore, according to the series, that he who
in the- course of regeneration has been internally purified by the
reception of good from the Lord, and also externally purified by
overcoming the evils in his natural man, through victory in tempta
tions, is yet liable, until his Judgment is accomplished, to a recurrence
of evil thoughts, this fact being represented by the necessary washing
of the clothes of him who only gathered up the ashes of the heifer,
and of his being impure until the evening. This, then, is the inter
pretation of the last ·verse in the section, the actual washing denot
ing/ here the acknowledgment of the regenerated man that, of him
self, he remains nothing but evil, and can only be withheld there
from by the Lord through the state of heavenly good which he has
realized.

But we come now to the last section, and notice, first, its contents
from verso II to 16. What, spiritually, is the dead body of a man?
It is an evil state that has been acknowledged, repented of, and
rejected. And how do we accidentally or otherwise touch that" dead
body"? We do so when the thought of that evil recurs. And what
is our duty in this case? We must again and again reject evil with
abomination and horror, 125. But if our repentance has not been
genuine, but only external, or from a selfish motive, then it does
not constitute regeneration. We must mark well that teaching.
Now look at ver. 13. We may become a tabernacle of the Lord, that
is, we may be in genuine worship. But also we may at that time
touch the body of a dead man, we may, that is, indulge in an evil
thought. What shall we then do? We must purify ourselves with
the water of separation, that. is, we must strengthen the acknowledg
ment that, of ourselves, we are nothing but evil; or we may-for
we are still as yet at liberty to choose-fall back into actual sin.
Let us, then, pray to the Lord and choose the better part. Again:
we may die in a tent only, without defiling the tabernacle of the
Lord, that is, the state of evil or falsity that recurs, may be of the
natural and not of the spiritual man with us. Or it may even be a
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delusion from some evil spirit coming into our tent, or indeed our
own evil that thus troubles us. Yet still we require regeneration,
and, of course, the water of separation, spiritually, which is implied.
But still again: the trouble caused by recurring evil, may only affect
the. external of the natural degree as to the will, denoted by an
open vessel, or as to the understanding, signified by being in the
field, and even then there is impurity and regeneration is required.
And thus we see very clearly, that the internal sense is here in a
series from internal states to external, and that evils and falsities
of various kinds may endeavour to assert themselves with us even
when our regeneration may be advanced.

And now, finally, we are to consider our duty in respect to these
things, and also the evil consequences resulting from them. We
must, in short, be in the perpetual acknowledgment that, of our
selves, \ve are only evil; that regeneration must continue until it is
fully accomplished; and that persistent watchfulness is necessary

.lest \ve should violate the law of our Lord, all these being essential to
our ultimate deliverance from evil, and on full establishment in good.
But the contents of each verse, as given in the series, are sufficient
for the purpose here required, without f~rther illu~tration~ since the
various poin ts named have already received attention, SInce, h.o\v
ever, touching signifies communication, translation, and receptl?n,
10,130, and, consequently, spiritual infection, we may learn an Im
portant lesson from this chapter, and in particular from the last two
verses. Let us beware of this spiritual infection. Let us separate
ourselves diligently from every slightest tendency to evil in ourselves;
and let us rather, by a good life from the Lord, eagerly cultivate
association with good men and angels, in order that we ourselves may
become angels, and be eternally delighted in continually receiving
good from the Lord, and in communicating good to others.

CHAPTER XX

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. A change in the state of the church is described, ver. 1 .

2. The opposition of the external to the internal man in a st~te of
temptation, involving deficiency as to truths, and a state of discon-
tent, contention and strife, verso 2-6. .

3. There is revelation, that man, as of himself, must exercise .the
power of interior truth in controlling the natural man, ar:d se~rchlng

the Word, that the natural man may be refreshed; and, In this case,
even the internal man does this from a state of indignation; and yet
there is an abundant supply of truths, vers .. 7-1I: .

4. But Divine Good declares that such intelligence and affection
cannot lead man to the heavenly state which is entirely from the
Lord : and that even the truths of the Word in such circumstances
appear to intensify the temptation, verso 12-13.

5. Concerning the tendency with the man of the church.in ternpta
tion, to suppose that nat,:ral good which i.s selfish good, provi?~d
there be truths, is a genume means of leading to the heavenly life,
verso 14-2 I. "

6. Revelation is given that corrupted good, or merely representa
tive worship, or external worship separated from internal, must be
rejected, since it can form no part of the heavenly life, verso 22-29.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the children of
'Israel, even the whole con
gregation, came into the
wilderness of Zin in the" first
month: and the people
abode in Kadesh; and
Miriam died there, and was
buried there ..

I. But the man of the
church, both as to the will
and the understanding now
passes into another state,
which is one of the obscurity
of the natural man arising
from a tendency to defend the
truth from selfish impulses,
and yet, as regards the in
teriors, one of faith under the
influence of the affection of
truth, which is a state of
contention about truths, in
which merely natural faith
ceases and is extinguished.
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9. And Moses took the. 9· And the internal man
rod from before the LORD, receives from the Lord the
as he commanded him. power to resist. evil; by influx

and correspondence.

2. And there was no water
[or the congregation : and
they assembled themselves
together against Moses and
against Aaron.

3· And the people strove
with Moses, and spake, say
ing, Would God that we
had died when our brethren
died before the LORD!

4· And why have ye
brought the assembly of the
LORD into this wilderness,
that we should die there, we
and our cattle?

s. And wherefore have ye
made us to come up out of
Egypt, to bring us in unto
this evil place? it is no place
of. seed, or of figs, or of
vi~es, or of pomegranates;
neither is there any water to
drink.

6. And Moses and Aaron
went from the presence of
the assembly unto the door
of the tent of meeting, and
fell upon their faces: and
the glory of the LORD
appeared unto them.

7. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. And secondly, truths
appear to fail, and the ex
ternal man is elevated against
the internal both as to truth
and good.

3. And the External is
arrayed against the Internal
from the affection and the
perception that it would have
been better to have yielded
to the delights of the merely
natural man, in previous
states of conflict, than to
suffer this trial.

4. For .why is this obscurity
with those who have truths
from the Lord? And why
does it appear that good affec
tions both interior and exte
rior must perish?

5. And why have we been
led from the delights of the
natural life into such con
ditions as this, in which we
are deprived of truth, of good,
and of knowledge as to spirit
ual good internal and exter
nal? A state in which, in
deed, even general truths
can neither be acquired nor
appropriated!

6. But in this extremity
interior principles are separ
ated from the merely natural
man; are brought into com
munication with essential
truth leading to and derived
from heavenly good, into a
state of profound humility;'
and into the perception of
heavenly good and truth
from the Lord.

7. And hence there is
revelation from the .Lord by
Divine Truth giving further

, perception,

8. Take the rod, and
assemble the congregation,
thou, and Aaron thy
brother, and speak ye unto
the rock before their eyes,
that it give forth its water;
and thou shalt bring forth
to them water out of the
rock: so thou shalt give the
congregation and their
cattle drink.

10. And Moses and
Aaron gathered the assem
bly together before the rock,
and he said unto them, Hear
now, ye rebels; shall we
bring you forth water out
of this rock?

I I. And Moses lifted up
his hand, and smote the
rock with his rod twice:
and water came forth abun
dantly, and the congrega
tion drank, and their cattle.

12. And the LORD said
unto Moses and Aaron, Be
cause ye believed not in me,
to sanctify me in the eyes of
the children of Israel, there
fore ye shall not bring this
assembly into the land
which I have given them.

y

8. That man, as of himself,
must exercise the power of
interior truth, in controlling
and bringing into order the
natural man, but really from
inmost truth and good; that
there must be influx of life
from the Lord in searching
the Word, so that comforting
truth may appear, and thus
that the natural man may be
refreshed both inwardly and
outwardly.

10. But the man of the
church as to truth and good,
in a state of temptation, con
trols and arranges the natural
man, appealing to the Word;
but, in this case, even the
internal man is impelled to
obey from a state of indigna
tion and to search the Word
from self-derived intelligence.

I I. And thus it happens
that such intelligence and
such .affection applied to the
Word, seem to be the cause
of an abundance of truths
for the support of the natural
man internal and external.

12. But Divine. Good de
clares, concerning such natural
intelligence and affection, that
because they are contrary to
true faith in the Lord, which
ought to guide the man of the
church, in devoting himself
outwardly as well as inwardly
to the service of the Lord,
and this both as to good and
truth, therefore they cannot
lead man to the heavenly
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13. These are the waters
of Meribah; because the
children of Israel strove
with the Lord, and he was
sanctified in them.

14. And Moses sent mes
sengers from Kadesh unto
the king of Edam, Thus
saith thy brother Israel,
Thou knowest all the travail
that hath befallen us:

15. How our fathers went
down into Egypt, and we
dwelt in Egypt a long time;
and the Egyptians evil en
treated us, and our fathers:

16. And when we cried
unto the LORD, he heard our
voice, and sent an angel,
and brought us forth out of
Egypt: and, behold, we are
in Kadesh, a city in the
uttermost of thy border:

state, which IS entirely from
the Lord.

13. For even the truths of
the Word under such influ
ence seem to intensify temp
tation, and not to remove it,
by a state of continual con
tention and strife, while yet
it is the evil of the natural
man, which causes the temp
tation by opposing Divine
Good; and it is the Lord Him
self who really delivers man,
and brings the Natural into
harmony with the Spiritual.

14. Nevertheless, he who is
only in representative worship
merely external, is still per
suaded from the natural affec
tion of truth, that natural
good, which is selfish good,
provided there be only truths,
is a genuine means of lead
ing to the heavenly life, in
conjunction with spiritual
good, because it is in the
natural life that regeneration
is effected.

IS. And the man of the
church is instructed and appar
ently supported by this per
suasion, while' yet natural
love merely, is opposed to
and destructive of spiritual
love both as to understanding
and will. '

16. And only when the
man of the church truly
supplicates, the Lord" by
His love and by His truth,
deliv-ers him from the bondage
of merely natural love, and
endows him with the affection
of truth, which is intermediate
between the natural and
spiritual man.

17., Let us pass, I pray
thee, through thy land: we
will not pass through field
or throug-h vineyards,
neither will \ve drink of the
water of the wel ls : we will
go along the king's high
way, we will not turn aside
to the right hand nor to the
left, until we have passed
thy border.

18. And Edam said unto
him, Thou shalt not pass
through me, lest I come out
with the sword against thee.

19. And the children of
Israel said unto him, We
will go up by the high
way:, and if we drink of thy
water, I and my cattle, then
will I give the price thereof:
let me only, without doing
any thing else, pass through
on my feet.

20. And he said, Thou
shalt not pass through. And
Edam came out against him
with much people, and with
a strong hand.

2 I. Thus Edam refused
to give Israel passage
through his border: where
fore Israel turned away from
him.

Y 2

17. For in the temptation,
the man of the church desires
to enjoy the delights of the
merely natural life, at the
same time that he is willing
to avoid its evils, its falsities,
and ev,en its appearances of
truth from the Word by which
it is supported; moreover he
is willing to be guided by the
leading principles of the
Word, to continue in the path
of rectitude without being
diverted by evils or by errors,
and thus to keep himself free
f rom the evils of the world
while passing through it.

18. But the truth is that
the corrupted natural man is
utterly opposed to the spirit
ual man, and desires his
destruction by means of
falsities derived from evil.

19. Yet in spite of this
warning, the temptation of
the spiritual man continues;
and he thinks he will pursue
the path of rectitude; that if
he imbibes false doctrines
internal and external his re
demption is still secure; and
thus he is still persuaded that
he may gratify his natural
man and yet suffer no injury.

20. But the truth dictates
that this cannot be ; that the
corrupted natural man is
utterly opposed to man's spirit
ual progress both in affection
and thought.

2 I. And this leads the spirit
ual man to see the true
quality of the corrupted
natural; that he cannot make
progress in the spiritual life
by tampering with it; and
that he must, therefore,
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separate himself', and advance
by means of uncontaminated
truths,

CHAPTER XX

worship must be entirely
rejected.

22. And they journeyed
from Kadesh: and the chil
dren of Israel, even the
whole congregation, came
unto mount Hor.

23. And the LORD spake
unto Moses and Aaron in
mount Hor, by the border
of the land of Edam, say
ing,

2. Aaron shall be ;gath
ered unto his people: for
he shall not enter into the
land which I have given
unto the children of Israel,
because ye rebelled against
my word at the waters of
Meribah ,

22. But there follows this
temptation as to truth and as
to good, a change of state
from the affection, or from
the good, of truth to a further
state of desolation arising
from the corrupted natural
man.

23. In which there is influx
from the Lord as to truth and
as to good giving the 'per
ception,

24. That corrupted good,
or merely' representative wor
ship, or external worship
separated from internal must
be rejected, since it can form
no part of the truly heavenly
life which is from the Lord,
because it is contrary to
Divine Truth; causes a .dis
regard or misunderstanding
of internal promptings; and
provokes contention and strife
about truths.

27.. And Moses did as the
LORD commanded: and
they 'went up into mount
Hor in the sight of all the
'congregation.

28. And Moses stripped
Aaron of his garments, and
put them upon Eleazar his
son; and Aaron died there
in the top of the mount:
and Moses and Eleazar
came down from the mount.

29 ..Arid when all the
congregation saw that
Aaron was dead, they wept
for Aaron thirty days, even
all the house of Israel.

27. And this actually hap
pens according to Divine
Order; and corrupted worship
is desolated, this being fully
perceived by the regenerate.d
man;

28. Those who are in mere
external worship are deprived
of truths; and those who are
in genuine worship are fully
supplied with thern : corrupted
worship is vastated even as
to inmost things; and Divine
Good and Divine Truth con
joined cease to be desolated.

29. But when, with the
man of the church, a prior
state passes away, and a new
state succeeds, there is mourn
ing on account of lost truths,
because good now triumphs,
and the affection of truth as
well as the affection of good
is distressed. -

25. Take Aaron and Ele
azar his son, and bring
them up unto mount Hor:

26. And strip Aaron of
his garments, and put them
upon Eleazar his son: and
Aaron shall be gathered
unto his people, and shall
die there.

25. And thus corrupted wor
ship, and the appearances of
truth by which it is supported
must be completely desolated;

26. Those who are in such
worship must be deprived of
the truths by means of which
they have been able to simu
late true worship; a new
arrangement of those truths
with those who are in truth
conjoined with good must
follow; those in external wor
ship without internal must be
associated with their like in
the life eternal; and such

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. The children of Israel, even the whole congregation, or assembly,
coming into the wilderness of Zin in the first month, denotes that
the man of the church both as to the understanding and will, now
passes into another state, which is one of the obscurity of the natural
man arising from a tendency to defend the truth, 3654, 7843, 2708,
7828, 783I; Zin means a buckler, and coldness, and therefore denotes
an attitude of defending the truth, from selfish impulses, 1788, 34"
and a month also signifies what has relation to faith rather than love,
851; the people abiding in Kadesh denotes a state of faith from the
general affection of truth, which is also a state of contention about
truths, for people denote truths, 1259, abiding, or dwelling, denotes
living, 2708, and Kadesh means holy, and denotes. truths and conten
tions about truths, 1678; Miriam means, among other things, the
bitterness of the sea, and therefore denotes merely natural faith,
or truths which are un delightful because there is no affection for
good, 8349, 8337; dying denotes the end of a state, 2908; and burial
denotes rejection, 4564-



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

2. There being no water for the congregation, or rather assembly,
denotes that truths appear to fail, 2702; and their assembling to
gether against Moses and against Aaron, denotes that the external
man is elevated against the internal, both as to truth and good,
because the assembly in relation to their leaders clearly denotes, what
is external in relation to what is internal, 7843, 7010, 9946.

3. The people striving with Moses and speaking saying, deno.tes
that the External is arrayed against the Internal from the affection
and the perception, 1259, 1571, 5012; and" Would God that we had
died when our brethren died before the Lord," denotes that it would
have been better to have yielded to the delights of the t?ere~y natural
man in previous states of conflict than to suffer this trial, 7507,
chap., xvi. 33.

4. "vVhy have ye brought the assembly, or rather, congregation,
of the Lord in to this wilderness that we should die there, we and our
ca ttle ?" denotes whv is this' obscurity with those who have truths
from the Lord? And why does it appear that good affections both
interior and exterior must perish? 7843, 2001,,2708,2<)08, 6049-

5. "Wherefore have ye made us to come up out ~f.Egypt to bring
us into this evil place?" denotes why had the spiritual man been
led from the delights of the natural life into such conditions as this?
7843, 7010, Q946, 6183, 2625; and it bein~ no place of seed, or of
fig-s, or of vines, or of pornegranates : while there was no water to
d~ink, denotes a' state in which he is deprived of truth, of good, and
of knowledge as to spiritual good 'internal and external, as. well as
into a state in which, indeed, even general truths can neither be
acquired nor appropriated, 57, 51131 3 , 9552, 2702, 3168.

6. Moses and Aaron going- from the presence of the assembly, or
rather congregation, denotes that, in this extremity, interior prin
ciples are separated from the merely natural man, 7010, 9946, 30.10,
7843; the door of the tent of meeting, denotes communication ,,:ith
essential truth leading to and derived from good, 2356, 35403; falltng
upon their faces, denotes entering into a state of profound humility,
1999; and the glory of the Lord appearing to them, denotes the
perception of heavenly good and truth from the Lord, 5922.

7. This is evident, because bv Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; bv speaking- is denoted influx, 20.~I; by ~os~s

is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying 15

denoted perception, 1822.

8. Taking the rod, denotes-that man, as of himself, must exercise
the power of interior truth, L1876; assembling the cong-reg-ation, or
g-athering- tog-ether the assembly, denotes controllinrr and bringing
into order the natural man, 78L11; thou and Aaron thy brother, de
notes in realitv from Divine Truth and Divine Good, 70JO, OQL16,
9806; speaking unto the rock before their eyes, that it give forth its
water, denotes that there must be the influx of life from the Lord
in searching the Word, so that comfortirrz truth may appear, 2Q.~I,

8.~817, 8.c::82 , 2403, 2702; bringinz forth the water out of th
7e

rock,
denotes that thus man may be refreshed. inwardly. 2702, 8.~.81 , 7010;
and giving- the congreg-ation. and their cattle drink, denotes that
the natural man may be refreshed inwardly and outwardly, 7843,
6°49, 3168.

CHAPTER XX

9. Moses taking the rod from before the Lord, as He commanded
him, denotes that the internal man receives from the Lord the power
to resist evil by influx and correspondence, because Moses denotes
the internal man, 7010; receiving the rod denotes correspondence,
ver. 8; and the Lord commanding denotes influx, 5486.

10. Moses and Aaron gathering the assembly, or congregation,
together before the rock, denotes that the man of the church as to
truth and good in a state of temptation, controls and arranges the
.natural man appealing to the Word, 7010, 9946, 784~, 85817; and
saying unto them, "Hear now, ye rebels; shall we bnng you forth
water out of this rock?" denotes that, in this case, even the internal
man is impelled to obey from a state of indignation; and to search
the Word from self-derived intelligence, 1822, 2542, 1668, 8582.

11. Moses lifting up his hand and smiting the rock wi th his rod
twice, denotes such intelligence and such affection applied to the
Word, because by lifting up the hand and the. :od is denoted ~he

exercise of power, 53?7, 4876, and by Mo~es smiting th~ r?ck twice
is denoted the operation of the understanding and the Will In a state
of indignation, while by the rock is denoted the Word, 88517, 8852
683. the water coming forth abundantly denotes an appearance of
abu~dance of truths, 2702; and the congregation, or assembly, and
their cattle drinking, denotes the support of the natural man, internal
and external, 7843, 6049, 3168.

12. The Lord saying unto Moses and Aaron, denotes perception
given from Divine Good. to the man of the c.orrupted, ~n? merely
representative church, or In other words, the dictate of DIVIne Good
concerning such natural intelligence and affection, 2001, 1822, 8582;
" Because ye believed not me to sanctify me in the eyes of the children
of Israel," denotes because they are contrary to tr"!e faith i.n the .Lord,
which ought to guide the man of the church, In devoting hlmse!f
outwardly as well as inwardly to the service of the Lord, and this
both as to good and truth, 2001, 10, 8042, 2403, 3654; and" therefore
ye shall not bring this assembly:" or rather congregation, "into the
land which I have given them," denotes that they cannot lead man
to the heavenly state, which is entirely from the Lord, 7843, 8898,
8899-

13. These being the waters of Meribah; because the children of
Israel strove with the Lord, and He was sanctified in them, denotes
that even the truths of the Word, under such influence, seem to
intensify temptation and not to remove it, by a state of continual
contention and strife, while yet it is the evil of the natural man,
which causes the temptation .by opposing Divine Good; and it is the
Lord Himself who really delivers man, and brings the Natural into
harmony with the Spiritual, 2702, 1678, 3654, 200r, 1571, 2768, 8°42.

14. Here Moses denotes those who are in representative worship
merely external as the content of the internal sense sh?ws, ver. 12;
his sending- messengers from Kadesh, denotes per~uaslon from the
natural affection of truth, 1678, 25°3, 4239; the long of Edom de
notes natural good, which is selfish good, to which truths are ad
joined, 3322; his saying "thy brother" Israel, d~notes the assump
tion that natural good is a genuine means of leading to the heavenly
life in conjunction with spiritual good, 3815, 3654; ~nd ".thou knowest
all the travail that hath befallen us," denotes that It is In the natural
life that regeneration is effected, 3322, 3318.
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IS. "How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we -dwelt in
Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians evil entreated us and our
fathers," denotes that the man of the church is instructed, and
apparently supported by this persuasion,' while yet natural love
merely is opposed to, and destructive of spiritual love, both as to
understanding and evil, 1461, 6169,.2712, 6666, 37032.

16. Crying unto the Lord denotes supplication, 6801; the Lord
hearing their voice denotes that bv His love and truth He delivers
mao, 6802, 6803, 4°85; an angel denotes what is from the Divine,
and thus love and truth, 4085; bringing the Israelites out of Egypt
denotes deliverance from the bondage of merely natural love, 8866;
and being in Kadesh, a city in the border of Edorn , denotes being
endowed with the affection of truth which is interniediate between
the natural and spiritual man, 1678, 402, 3322, 8063.

17. "Let us, I pray thee', pass through thy land," denotes that
in the temptation the man of the church desires to enjoy the delights
of the merely natural life, 3322, 3992; "we will not pass through
field or vineyard, neither will we drink of the water of the wells,"
denotes that "he is willing to avoid its evils and its falsities, and even
its appearances of truth- from the Word by which he is supported,
4440, S1171 0 , 3168, 2702; "we will go by the king's high way,"
denotes to be willing to be guided by the leading principles of the
Word, 33]S, 1672, 2234; "we will not turn aside to the right hand
or to the left," denotes to continue in the path of rectitude, without
being diverted by evils or errors, 4816, QS 1I; and "until we have
passed thy border," denotes to keep free from the evils of the world
while passing through it, 3322, 3992, 8063.

18. By Edam saying, "Thou shalt not pass through me, lest I
come out with the sword against thee," is denoted that the corrupted
natural man is utterly opposed to the spiritual man, and desires his
destruction by means of falsities derived from evil, 3322, 1822, 3992,
8187, 27991 5

•

19. The children of Israel saying- unto him, "We will go by the
high way," denotes that in spite of this warning the temptation of
the spiritual man continues, and he thinks he will pursue the path
of rectitude, 36541 1822, 333.~, 1672, 2234; "if we drink of the water,
I and my cattle," denotes that if he imbibes false doctrines internal
and external, 3168, 2702, 3654, 6049; "then will I give the' price
thereof," denotes that his redemption is still secure, 2959, 2966; and
"let me only, without doing- any thing else, pass through on my
feet," denotes that he is still persuaded that he may gratify his
natural man, and yet suffer no injury, 4997, 3992, 2162.

20. His saying, "Thou shalt not pass through" j and Edom coming
outagainst him with much people, and, with a strong- hand, denotes
that the truth dictates that this cannot be jand that the natural man
is utterly opposed to man's spiritual progress, both in affection and
thought, 3322, 3992, 8187, 8279, 1259, 8050 •

21. By Edom refusing to give Israel a passage through his border;
and by Israel turning away from him, is denoted that the spiritual
man is led to see' the true character of the corrupted Natural; that
he cannot make progress in the spirit~al life by tampering- with it;
and that he must, therefore, separate himself, and .advance by means
of uncontaminated truths, 3322, 3993, 8063, 6226.

CHAPTER XX

22. The children of Israel, even the whole congregation, or rather
assembly, journeying. from Kadesh, and coming to mount Hor, de
notes that following this temptation, as to truth and as to good, is
a change of state from the affection, or from the good, of truth, to
a further state of desolation arising from the corrupted natural man,
3654, 7843, 1457,' 1678, 16754

•

23. The Lord speaking unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, de
notes influx from the Lord as to truth and as to good giving percep
tion, 2001, 2951, 7010, 9946, 1822; and in mount Hor, by the border
of the land of Edam, denotes in a state of desolation arising from
the corrupted natural man, 16754, ver. 16.

24. "Aaron shall be gathered unto his people," denotes that cor
rupted or merely representative worship, or external worship
separated from internal, must be rejected, 85.88, 9928, 3255, 4619 j " for
he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the children
of Israel," denotes since it can form no part of the truly heavenly life
which is from the Lord, 8898, 88q9; and "because ye rebelled against
my word at the waters of Meribah," denotes because it is contrary
to Divine Truth; causes a disregard or misunderstanding of internal
promptings; and provokes contention and strife about truths, 2001,
1288, verso 8, 13.

25. "Take Aaron and Eleazar his son and bring them up to mount
Hor," denotes that thus corrupted worship, and the appearances of
truth by which it is supported, must be completely desolated, 8588,
9928, 9812, 9813, 16754

•

26. "Strip Aaron of his garments and put them upon Eleazar his
son," denotes that those who are in such worship must be deprived
of the truths by means of which they have been able to simulate
true worship, a new arrangement of those truths with those who
are in truth conjoined with good following, 8588, 9928, 4741, 9952,
9812, 9813; and" Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall
die there," denotes that those in external worship without internal
must be associated with their like in the life eternal j and that such
worship must be entirely, rejected, 3255, 4619, 10,244.

27. Moses doing as the Lord commanded, and their going up into
mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation, denotes that this
actually happens according to Divine Order, and that corrupted wor
ship is desolated, this being fully perceived by the regenerated man,
7010, 4258, 548h, 1728, 1675, 2403, 7843.

·28. Moses stripping Aaron of his garments, and putting them upon
Eleazar his son, denotes that those who are in merely external
worship are deprived of truths; and that those who are in genuine
worship are fully supplied with them, ver, 26 j Aaron dying there in
the top of the mount, denotes that corrupted worship is vastated
even as to its inmost things, ver. 26, 8827; and Moses and Eleazar
coming down from the mount, denotes that Divine Good and Divine
Truth conjoined cease to be. desolated, 7010, 9946, 5637, 1675.

29. The congregation, or rather, the assembly, seeing that Aaron
was dead, and weeping for him thirty days even all the house of
Israel, denotes that when, with the man of the church, a prior state
passes away and a new state succeeds, there is mourning on account
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of lost tru th 1 because good now triumphs, and the affection of truth,
as\vell as the affection of good, is distressed, 7843, ver. 28, 29 10,
3608, 65391 9082, 2233, 4286.

Wonderful are the changes of state through which the man of the
church passes in the course of his regeneration; and such a change is
described in the beginning of this chapter. Hence, then, from the
correspondences we shall be able to realize whether we have been
in anything like this state. To begin with, it was an obscure state
signified by a wilderriess ; and it clearly appears that it was a state
of faith and not so much a state of charity, because that is the
signification of a 1110nth, which has relation to the 11100n, as a state
of charity or love has to the sun. And just as the moon derives her
light from the sun, so does faith take its quality from love and
charity", and also from selfish and worldly love, when it is influenced
bv those loves. Many times in his life does a man use his faith for
selfish purposes; and this is just the state here described. For Zin
means a bu.cleler and also coldness, a buckler, of course, correspond
ing to the faith wh ich defends like a shield, as Paul says, and cold
ness to the absence of love, with , at the same time, the activity of
selfishness.

But this is onlv the state of the external 111an, while what follows
describes something 1110re interior. For by the people abiding in
Kadesh, which means what is holy, is denoted such a state, and by
Miriam dying there is denoted the cessation of faith merely natural.
But still this interior state was by no means a perfect one, since there
was contention about truths, and this also is signified by Kadesh.
N ow all these things are shown in the places to which reference is
given; and it is only necessary to add that all such fluctuating experi
ences as these, are, of course, t he result of the continued activity of
the selfish affections on the one hand, and of the love of truth on the
other.

Proceeding, however, a step farther, we notice that the temptation
contin ues and becomes in tensified; for truths fail with the spiritual
111an, and this is aptly represented by a scarcity of water. In the
literal sense the want of water under the circumstances described was
a very great calamity, because of the t\VO general uses it serves.
For it is both a cleanser and also a nourisher. No wonder, therefore,
that the people were discontented and complained. But, spiritually,
water corresponds to the truth of the "lord, and n1any illustrations
of this are to be met with in various parts of Scripture : but perhaps
none are more in teresting than the accoun t of the Lord's conversa
tion with the woman of Samaria at Jacob's well. "Whosoever
clrinketh of this water shall thirst ag-ain : but whosoever drinketh of
the w a te r that I shall give him shalf never thirst; but the water that
I shall give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life." That is, merely natural truth does not satisfy the
soul of man; but spiritual truth does so, and its only source is the
Lord God the Saviour. And as water signifies the truth of the
Word, so the t\VO uses of water correspond respectively to purification
from sin, and the nourishment of the soul; for by the truth we over
come evil, and by it also our spiritual life is supported as we journey
through the wilderness of this world to the celestial state of heavenly
love. And really it is a very grand thing for the man of the church
when he thirsts for the living waters of Divine Truth. And it is a
good thing for him when he is very eager for it, even though there
may be contention and strife in attaining to it on account of the
waywardness and contrariety of his natural affections. We mav

study wi th advantage, therefore, the internal sense of this section
as given in the series, and particularly the interior state of the
spiritual marrunder the circumstances.

Here, then, are four things. When the natural 111an is so active
as just described, interior principles are drawn inwards, and these
are represented by Moses and Aaron, for those principles are Divine
Truth and Divine Good. Secondly, they approach the door of the
tent of meeting, signifying that there is communication with essential
truth derived from good, or, in other words, with the Lord, Who is
the door. Thi rdl y, there is a state of hurnilia tion before the Lord,
denoted by falling upon the face. And, lastly, there is revelation I

or the perception of heavenly good and truth, denoted by the glory
of the Lord appearing. And this verse, therefore, while cohering
with the series, at the same time exhibits what happens in the general
course of regeneration. For, first, there 11lUSt be with all who are
regenerated, separation from evil; secondly, there must be the
acknowledgment of the Lord; thirdly, a state of humiliation wi ll
follow involving the confession that man, of himself, is nothing but
evil; and, lastly, there will be the reception of tru th and goodness.
And this is very often the case in the internal sense of the Word.
one striking example of which is Matt. XXV., which, as a whole, is
descriptive of the process of the J udgrnent, each of the three parts
into which it is divided presenting an aspect of that process, while
yet describing it fully; and yet the three parts taken together denot
ing J udgment as to the affections; as to the in tellect, and as to the
actions of the life.

The third section presents us with another picture, however, and
is worthy of careful study. And, first, it is to be observed that the
rod or staff, which was taken by Moses on this occasion, was the
rod of Aaron, and, therefore, denoted truth from good in its power :
and it is said, therefore, that man as of himsel] must exercise the
power of interior truth, because it is afterwards said that Moses took
the rod from before the Lord, the act of taking it according to the
command of the Lord, denoting reciprocal action on the part of man
and thus the correspondence of man with the Lord, and of the
external man with the internal, when man willinglv obeys the Lord,
48763, for there can only be this correspondence, when man acts as
of himself, and it is broken when man presumes to act of himself
and is disobedient to the Lord. And indeed this is a most important
distinction, as the story shows, since a f terwards Moses disobeyed by
striking the rock instead of speaking to it, and thus acted of himself
and not as of himself, and consequently he and Aaron lost the privi
lege of entering into the promised land, for the latter evidently acted
with the former, because Moses said, "Shall 7.€)e bring you forth water
out of this rock?" Hence, then, spiritually, when we act according
to the Divine commandments, we act as of ourselves in the proper
exercise of our freedom and reason; but when we disobey we act
of ourselves through the abuse of our freedom and reason. And
hence, also, we see that it is willing' obedience that gives correspond
ence and conjunction with the Lord, and not an imperfect obedience
such as is here illustrated by Moses striking the rock, and not
speaking to it as he had on this occasion been told to do. Let us
beware, therefore, of acting selfishly, either in regard to the worship
of the Lord in the sanctuary, or in performing the various uses of
life.

And again, we may also reflect on the fact that altbough Moses
disobeyed, yet the water came forth abundantly from the rock. Whv
was this? It was because there was a partial obedience; and
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beca~se, in the best sense, striking the rock twice corresponded to
obedience both as to the understanding and will, and from humility
of heart, and not from a hard heart, 3582, and even representative
obedience had its correspondential effect at that time. Also, spirit
ually, an outward act of obedience to the laws of Divine Order pro
duces a good result, and hence a man may from selfish and worldly
nlotive.s perform n1any uses for the benefit of others, study the Word,
learn Its truths, and even preach and teach truths, and thus be a
means of much good to others, without himself loving the good
and th~ t.rue, and so practi~ing them as to be regenerated thereby.
And this IS really the mearurig of the words of Paul when he said,
H And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all
mysteries, and all knowledge ; and though I have all faith so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charity, lam nothing. And
though I bestow all Iny goods to feed the poor, and though I give
my body .~? be burned, and have not charity it profiteth me nothing"
(1 Cor. xt n , 2-3).

But the next short section shows all these truths in a remarkable
way, and also how the best of men may be betrayed, in states of
temptation and trial, in to actions, which in their hearts they yet
despise and abominate. And also with regard to Moses and Aaron
not being allowed to enter into the promised land, we are clearly to
understand that this historical fact represented. that merely natural
truths and .Jove cannot enter into the heavenly ki ngdorn ; but must
be fully rejected by man in the course of his regeneration, while
yet the spiritual or celestial natural man does enjoy all heavenly
delights in the ultimate degree of his life, because the new natural
degree in every regenerated man is from the internal or spiritual,
and thus" the old natural, being formed of evils and falsities, must
become as nothing, and when it becomes as nothing the man is gifted
with a new natural, which is called the spiritual natural, spiritual
from the circumstance that the spiritual is what acts by its means,
and manifests itself by it, as the cause by the effects; and it is well
known that the cause is the all of the effect; hence the new natural,
as to thinking, willing', and producing effect, is merely a representa
tive of the spiritual. When this is the case the man receives good
from the Lord, and when he receives good, he is gifted with truths,
and when he is gifted with truths, he is perfected in intelligence
and wisdom, and when he is perfected in intelligence and wisdom,
he •is blessed with happiness to eternity," 56514. And now it is
proper to add that we are not to infer from the circumstance that
Moses and Aaron did not enter Canaan, that neither did they enter
heaven after death; for at any rate we know that Moses did so
(Matt. xvii. 3). But with regard to the second part of the section,
namely, that the truth appears to cause contention and strife, experi
ence shows that this is the case .so long as men are in the state of
truth leading to good, because the man of the church, as he advances
in regeneration, becomes more and more anxious about the attain
merit of genuine truths; and besides this, the states of men vary so
much, and freedom requires that each should form his own conception
of the truth, which presents itself under a different aspect to every
one according to his prevailing state as to good; and the imperfection
of the merely natural man intensifies these differences, until self is
subdued, ana chari ty begins to prevail.

But nO\\T we see in what follows, that the spiritual man is not only
troubled in the course of his regeneration, by contentions about
truths; for he is a lso persuaded that the merely natural affections
\V ill he 1phi m 0 nth c \v ;l Y to h ca ven. l\ nd all the part icuI a r s given ,

therefore, in this fifth section are really very interesting. And to
begin with, how striking is this message of Moses to the king of
Edom, as a description of the \vay in which we all desire, on our
spiritual journey, to temporize and tamper with the-rnerely natural
man. In fact, we are quite charmed with hiITI, because we have
truths through his means ; for it does appear to be the case, because,
surely; the spiritual and the natural man are brothers! In the best
?ense indeed it is so; but, all the sarne , this thought of the regenerat
Ing ITIan, which appears to be spiritual, is in reality from the merely
natural. And here we may note how very insidious are our spiritual
enemies, as they operate by influx upon us through our rnerely
natural feelings, which seem to be quite proper! Here, then, is an
important lesson for us.

And now just mark what follows. This natural man has been well
instructed. He knows all about us. And no wonder, indeed, be
cause it has been under his influence that we have acquired our first
experiences of the spiritual life. For the oppression of the Egyptians
has been very great, and we cannot forget it. I t arose from t\VO
sources. Our natural delights were then so strong that they com
pelled OUf obedience to them ; and also the king of Egypt, or the
truth as we then knew it, was exceedingly distasteful, so that our
obedience to it also was a sore trial. Ho\v disagreeable was it for
us even to learn truths against our inclinations, and much more so
to comply outwardly and un wil lirigly with their requirements l Yes,
we remember it all; and that, also, these first troubles were not the
worst, but tha t others followed, for there was the brick making,
and the building, or the activity of the merely natural understanding
and will with their vain thoughts and their foolish imaginations.
And, secondly, we cannot forget the time when our deliverer carne
in the form of Divine Truth, or the Word, signified by Moses, and
the Spirit of the Lord operating through it and causing our spiritual
enemies to let us go free, that we might worship the Lord even
though in the wilderness, or very obscurely. '

And yet now here we are, tampering with the old enemy in a new
guise. For he is no longer an Egyptian, but an Edomite, and our
brother. And we think we can travel through his country either
without imbibing his falsities, or if we do so, by paying a fair price
and receiving no injury; for we persuade ourselves that we will go
by the king's high way; and we will be very conscientious. Now
how many of us, spiritual n1en although we have been, have deluded
ourselves in this way, by supposing that the merely natural man so
well instructed, can not only do us no harm, but help us greatly.
But now, lastly, we learn how this experience may be good for us.
For the temptation brings out the real character of merely natural
love, which is essentially selfish; the spiritual man now sees this;
and he turns another way by determining to make progress by means
of uncontaminated principles of real truth and goodness. Let every
man of the church, therefore, so determine.

Coming now to the last section, it is to be observed that an
entirely different subject occurs in the literal sense. But in the
internal sense there is a connection; for it is evident that after the
regenerating man has passed through the temptations described by
the deficiency of water and the desire to pass through Edam, which
denote, respectively, contentions concerning truths, and the delusion
that merely natural good is conducive to regeneration, it naturally
follows in the series, that external worship separated from internal
is rejected, which is represented by the death of Aaron on mount
1-10r. And, first, it is said tha t the children of I srael journeyed
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from Kadesh to 1110unt Her, to denote a change of state from the
affection of truth in which there has been contention, to another
state of temptation, in which there is desolation as to truth and good,
because Hor means, in the best sense, that which conceives or shows,
and also a mountain, thus denoting an elevated state; but in the
opposite sense a state of desolation, 16754; and as, moreover, mount
Hor was upon the border of Edom, it thus denotes the influence of
the merely natural Ulan, vera 16. And we now see, therefore, why
mount H or was the place where Aaron died, and where Eleazar took
his place.

But, of course, the main spiritual teaching in this section is the
change of state as to worship, and the consequent transfer of truths
from those who are in merely representative and external worship to
those who are in genuine worship. Or, to express it with regard
to the individual, it is a change in which truths are no Ionger used for
selfish purposes, and in which they are used entirely for the glory
of the Lord and the general good of mankind. For he only truly
worships the Lord, who truly devotes his life to the service of ~an;

and we say truly because the- man who is without truths, although he
may have the desire, is not properly supplied with the means of
doing good. Hence, therefore, the great lesson to be learned from
this section is, that if we wish to preserve our truths, we must
diligently cultivate unselfishness, for it is one of the fundamentallaws
of human life that, in the perfect heavenly state, our truths must
be in complete harmony with our state as to love and charity, and
consequently in complete harmony with our eternal capacity for the
performance of uses.

CHAPTER XXI

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. A temptation from the merely natural man, through its rational
facul ty, is described, verso 1-3.

3. Another temptation causing distress on account of falsities from
evil, during which there is a tendency to return to merely natural
states, and sensual lusts prevail; but there is application to the Word,
and earnest prayer for deliverance, and then revelation that the Lord's
Human is to be made Divine through temptations, and that, there
fore, everyone in the church has power from Him, by faith, to over
come the promptings of the sensual life, verso 4-9.

3. Other changes of state in which the man of the church is
protected, verso 10-20.

4. And lastly, he is disposed, in another state of temptation, to
temporize with evils in general; but discovering his error, resists his
enemies, both generally and in particular, by the help of the Lord,
and thus the external man is subdued, both as to selfish love and
worldly love, verso 21-35.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the Canaanite, the
king of Arad, which dwelt
in the South, heard tell that
Israel came by the way of
Atharim; and he fought
'against Israel, and took
some of them captive.

2. And Israel vowed a
vow unto the LORD,. and
said, If thou wilt indeed
deliver this people into my
hand, then I, will utterly
destroy their cities.
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I. And now therefore it
happens that the natural man
as to the Rational which is in
external worship separated
from internal, and in natural
intelligence, is affected by the
state of the internal man,
which is advancing towards
the heavenly life; and conflict
follows during which the free
dom of the spiritual man is
interrupted.

2. But still, in the new
state, the spiritual man is will
ing that the Lord may pro
vide, and is consequently
favoured with the perception
that by overcoming the evil
tendency in himself, his
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3. And the LORD heark
ened to the voice of Israel,
and delivered up the
Canaanites; and they
utterly' destroyed them and
their cities: and the name
of the place was called
Hormah.

4. And they journeyed
from mount Hor by the way
to the Red Sea, to compass
the land of Edam: and the
soul of the people was much'
discouraged because of the
way.

5. And the people spake
against God, and against
Moses, Wherefore have ye
brought us up out of Egypt
to die in the wilderness ? for
there is no bread, and there
is .no water; and our soul
loatheth this light bread.

6. And the LORD sent
fiery serpents among the
people, and they bit the
people; and much people of
Israel- died.

7. And the people came
to Moses, and said, We
have sinned, because we
have spoken against the
LORD, and against thee;
pray unto the LORD, that he
take away the serpents from
us. And Moses prayed for
the people.

natural man will be conse
crated to the Lord.

3. And the Lord, in answer
,to earnest prayer, delivers .the
man of the church from merely
external worship, which Is
utterly rejected both in life and
doctrine, so that now a state
of true devotion is initiated.

4. And thus progress is
made from a state of desola
tion as to truths into another
state. of temptation from the
hells, not arising, from .the
corrupted natural man as to
its false doctrines, so much as
from interior distress on
account of falsities from evil;

5. In which state Divine
Truth, internal and external,
is, as it were, despised; the
tendency is to return to the
state of the merely natural
man and to reject regeneration
because there are no remains
of heavenly good and truth;
and the good of truth, accord
ing to the needs of the state,
is utterly disgusting.

6. The consequence of which
is that sensual lusts begin to
gain dominion, and much in
jury is done, both to the truth
of the church and to its prin
ciples of good.

7. ~herefore there is earn
est application to the Word;
it is confessed that evil tend
encies have prevailed, and, that
perception .has been lost both
as to good and as to truth;
while earnest prayer and inter
cession follows for deliver
ance.

. 8. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Make thee a
fiery serpent, and set it
upon a standard: and it
shall come to pass, that
everyone that is bitten,
when he seeth it, shall live.

9. And Moses made a
serpent of brass, and set it
upon the standard : and it

'came to pass, that if a ser
pent had bitten any man,
when he looked unto the
serpent of brass, he lived.

10. And the children of
Israel journeyed, and
pitched in Oboth.

1 I. And they journeyed
from Oboth, and pitched at
Iye-abarim, in the wilder
ness which is before Moab,
toward the sunrising.

12. From thence they
journeyed, and pitched in
the valley of Zered.

13· From thence they
journeyed, and pitched on

z
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8. And hence there is revel
ation from the Lord by the
Word that the Human is to
be made Divine even as to the
sensual and corporeal degrees
by combats against hereditary
tendencies to, evil, or against
all the hells and by victories
'over them; and that therefore
everyone in the church who,
in temptation, flees from and
contends against the evils of
the natural man, has power
from the Lord by faith in Him
to overcome also, and to enjoy
eternal life.

9. And therefore it happens
in the church, generally, that
the Human of the Lord is
acknowledged to be Divine by
such combats and victories;
and that when man, in tempta
tions; suffers from evils aris
ing from the abuse of his
sensual nature, and by appli
cation to the Lord and faith
in Him, conquers those evils,
he comes into the enjoyment
of eternal life.

10. But the man of the
church is now let into states
of the merely natural life;

I I. And thence into states
in which evils are predomi
nant, inducing new tempta
tions and a state of obscurity
from the proximity of adulter
ated good springing from self
ish love,

12. Which naturally leads
to a state still more external,
in which there is a conscious
ness of adulterated good,

13. And thence into free
natural delight, by w~ich
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the other side of Arnon,
which is in the wilderness,
that cometh. out of the bor
der of the Amorites: for
Arnon is the border of
Moab, between Moab and,
the Amorites.

14. Wherefore it is said
in the book of the Wars of
the LORD,

Vaheb in Suphah,
And the valleys of

Arnon,

15. And the slope of the
. valleys

That inclineth toward
the dwelling of Ar,

And leaneth upon the
border of Moab.

.. 16. And from thence they
[ourneyed to Beer: that is
the well whereof the LORD
said unto Moses, Gather the
people together, and I will
give them water.

17. Then sang Israel this
song: ,

Spring up, 0 well;
sing ye unto it:

18. ·The well, which the
princes digged,

Which the nobles of
the people delved,

With the sceptre, and
with their staves.

ultimate truth and good are
vitiated, and consequently into
the obscurity of evil and falsity
derived from it. For the truth
of the Word perverted by
adulterated good is the limit
between that good and actual
evil.

14. Wherefore inthe Ancient
W ord,which describes the
combats of the Lord with the
hells, and also the temptations
of the man of the church, it is
written: "He endured the ex
treme temptation by receiving
influx from the hells, and from
natural delights thence by the
assumption of the Human in
ultimates;

15. Arid there is an inter
mediate state. He conquered.
the infernals, even as to their
inmost evils and falsities,
through which good is adulter
ated.

16. Therefore the man of
the church from similar states
is delivered, and is comforted
from the Word ; for Divine
Truth has ordained that thus
after temptation, he should b~
refreshed with abundance of
truths.

17. So that he rejoices in
the Lord with all his heart
and delights in His Word with
all the power of his intellect.

18..For, as ,from himself,
by primary. truths, he is en
abled to search the Word · and
as from himself, from good
aff~ctions ~o penetrate its mys
teries ; while the Lord Himself
operates inwardly, and man

And from the wilderness
they journeyed to Mattanah :

19. And from Mattanah
to Nahaliel : and from
N ahaliel to Bamoth:

20. And from Bamoth to
the valley that is in the field
of Moab, to the top of Pis
g~ah, which looketh down
upon the desert.

21. And Israel sent mes
sengers unto Sihon king of
the Amorites, saying,

22. Let me pass through
thy land: we will not turn
aside into field, or into vine
yard; we will not. drink of
the water of the wells: we
will go by the king's high
\\Tay, until we have passed
thy border.

23. And Sihon would not
sl!ffer Israel to pass through
hIS border: but Sihon
gathered all his people to
gether, and went out against
Israel in to the wilderness,
and came to Jahaz: and he
fought against Israel.

24. And Israel smote him
with the edge of the sword,
and possessed his land from
Arnon unto Jabbok, even
unto the children of Am
man: for the border of the
children of Ammon was
strong.

Z 2
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co-operates outwardly;, and
thus for obscurity he receives
enlightenment from the Lord.

19. But from this temporary
state there is a decline to falsi
fications of truth; thence to a
state of corrupted worship ;

20. And thence to a state
of adulterated good exterior
and interior, indicating the
proximity of another state of
desolation and temptation.

2 I. For the spiritual man is
disposed to temporize with
evils and thence th inks,

22. That he may contem
plate such evils without being
drawn from the path of recti
tude either into their voluntary
or intellectual delights; or
without imbibing their falsi
ties, or being in the slightest
degree contaminated with
them.

23. He discovers, however,
that evil is of such a char
acter that this cannot be; that
falsities from evil are com
bined together against him
under their prevailing motive;
that a state of obscurity en
sues; that this takes place in
the intermediate state; and
that a conflict follows.

24. But the spiritual man
overcomes evil by the power
of Divine Truth from the
Lord, thus gaining possession
of the natural man, even to
the rejection of its ultimate
evils and to the dispersion of
its falsified truths; for such
truths appear to be very
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25. And Israel took all
these cities: and Israel
dwelt in all the cities of the
Amorites, in Heshbon, and
in all the towns thereof.

26. For Heshbon was the
city of Sihon the king of the
Arnorites, who had fought
against the former kin,g of
Moab, and taken all his land
out of his hand, even unto
Arnon.

27. Wherefore they that
speak in proverbs say,

Come ye to Heshbon,
Let the city of Sihon

be built and estab
lished:

28. For a fire is gone out
of Heshbon,

l\.. flame from the city
of Sihon :

I t hath devoured Ar
of Moab,

The lords of the high
places of Arnon.

29. \Voe to thee, Moab I
1'hou art undone, 0

people of Chemosh :
He hath given his

sons as fugitives,
And his daughters

into captivity,

powerful against good and
truth.

25. Moreover, the spiritual
man now gains entire control
of the natural understanding
with its powers, ,which evil
had before; and especially of
the rational faculty of the
natural man, and the affec
tions of truth thereto apper
taining.

26. For this faculty which
is fruitful in devices, .is highly
prized even by the wicked,
who, by its means, engage in
conflict with those who are in
adulterated good, depriving
them of those things by -which
they corrupt good and truth,
even of the literal sense of
the Word, which they pervert.

27. Wherefore the Ancient
Word, through the medium of

-its correspondences, teaches:
"that the understanding of the
merely natural man is pre
dominant with the wicked,
both as to thought and as to
affection;

28. That the love of the
world and the love of self act
through it as a means; that it
overwhelms the pretensions of
those who are in the doctrines
of corrupted good, even of
those whose worship internally
and externally is alike adulter
ated.

29. For such worship is
. doomed to destruction, and

its falsities, even as to their
inmost principles, are worth
less, for its corrupted truths'
are no longer conjoined with
good affections, and its per-

Unto Sihon king of
the Amorites.

30. vVe have shot at
them; Heshbon is
perished even unto
Dibon,

And we have laid
waste even unto
Nophah,

Which reacheth. unto
Medeba.

3 1 • Thus Israel dwelt in
the land of the Amorites.

32 • And Moses sent to
spy out jazer, and they took
the towns thereof, and drove
out the Amorites that were
there.

33· And they turned and
went up the way of Bashan :
and Og the king of Bashan
went out against -them, he
and all his people, to battle
at Edrei.

34· And the LORD said
unto Moses, Fear him not:
for I have delivered him into
thy hand, and all his people
and his land; and thou shalt
do to him asthou didst unto
Sihonking of the Amorites
which dwelt at Heshbon. '

verted affections are no longer
sustained by truths, and con
sequently become the slaves of
falsity from evil.

30 • And such falsities tend
to the destruction of adulter
ated good, and also devastate
its perverted rational faculty
internally and externally, as
well as its external affection
for knowledge by which it sup
ports itself from the litera]
sense of the Word."

3 1 • And in this way the
spiritual man is triumphant,
and completely overcome~the
natural man.

32 • And now, therefore, the
doctrine of good works is truly
investigated; it is become sub
servient to heavenly purposes;
and every evil which had de
filed it is expelled.

33· And now, having over
come the false principle de
rived from evil; there is made
a fresh advance towards the
destruction of essential evil
itself which, with all its falsi
ties, enters into conflict with
the man of the church, when
good begins to be confirmed in
him.

34· lIenee, therefore, 'there
is .r~velation from the Lord by
DIVIne Truth, that this evil
rylust not be feared because
Div~ne ~ood is all' powerful
'agaInst, It both as to its in
~ernal and external, and that
it must be subdued, even' as
the false principle from evil in
general, which had' possessed
the human understanding.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. By the Canaanite, is denoted the natural man, which is in
external worship separated from internal, 1063; by the king of .Arad
is denoted the Rational, because a king- signifies governing truth,
1672 , 'and Arad means a wild ass, 1949; by dwelling in the South, is
denoted to be in natural intelligence, 1293, 1458; by hearing, is
denoted to be affected, 44°4; by Israel coming by the way of
Atharim, or by the way of the spies, is denoted that the internal
man is advancing towards the heavenly life, 3654, 3335, 2234,
chap. xiii. 2I, 22 ; and by the king fighting against Israel, and taking
some of them captive, is denoted that conflict follows during which
the freedom of the spiritual man is interrupted, 1664, 7990.

2. Israel vowing a vow unto the Lord, denotes that still, in the new
state, the spiritual man is willing that the Lord may provide, 3732;
and "If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I
will utterly destroy, or devote, their cities," denotes the perception
that, by overcoming the evil tendency in himself, his natural man
will be consecrated to the Lord, 1822, 5.544, 6091 ; while by destroying
their cities which is here implied, is signified the rejection and con
demnation of the falsities of evil, 402.

3. The Lord hearkening unto the voice of Israel and delivering up
the Canaanites, denotes that the Lord, in answer to earnest prayer,
delivers the man of the church from merely external worship, 2001,
2542, 1063; their utterly destroying them and their cities denotes to
utterly reject, both in life and doctrine, such worship, ver. 2; and the
name of the place being called Hormah, denotes that a new state of
true devotion is initiated, 145, the word Hormah meaning, in a bad
sense, 'Utter destruction, and in a good sense, consecrated to God}
6091 •

4. Journeying from mount Hor, by the way of the Red Sea, to'
compass the land of Edam, denotes that thus progress is made from
a state of desolation as to truths into another state of temptation
from the hells, 14.57, 1675, 8099; compassing the land of Edom
denoting temptations not arising from the corrupted natural man as
to its false doctrines, 2973, 3122; and the soul of the people being
much discouraged because of the way, denotes "as from interior
distress on account of falsities from evil," 1000,' 1259, 8782 on Isaiah
xxxvii. 2i, 486.1' .

35. So they smote him,
and his sons, and all his
people, until there was none
left him remaining: and
they possessed his land.

35. And thus it actually
happens; the spiritual man by
the power of the Lord com
pletely conquers the evil of
merely natural love with all
its errors, internal and ex
ternal; and thus the natural
man becomes harmonious with
the spiritual man.

5. The people speaking against God and against Moses, denotes
that Divine Truth internal and external is, as it were, despised, 1259,
2271, 2001, 7010; "Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? " denotes that the tendency is to return to the
state of the merely natural man, 8866, 5013. 2908, 2708; there being
no bread and no water, denotes the rejection of regeneration because
there are no remains of heavenly good and truth, 4976; and their
soul loathing the light or vile bread, that is, the manna, denotes that
the good of truth, according to the needs of the state, is utterly
disgusting, 1000, 7768, 8464, 8487.

6. The Lord sending fiery serpents among the people; their biting
the people; and much people of Israel dying, denotes the conse
quence, namely, that sensual lusts begin to gain dominion, and that
much injury is done both to the truth of the church and its principles
of good, 276, 191, 251, 6400, 304.

7. The people coming to Moses and saying, "We have sinned,
because we have spoken against the Lord and against thee," denotes
that there is earnest application to the Word; it is confessed that evil
tendencies have prevailed; and that perception has been lost both as
to good and truth, 1259, 6117, 7010, 5076, ver. 5; "pray unto the
Lord that He may take a\vay the serpents from us," denotes earnest
prayers, 2535, 25I; and Moses praying for the people, denotes that
intercession follows for deliverance, 7010, 8.573.

8. The Lord saying to Moses, "Make thee a fiery serpent and set
it upon a standard," denotes revelation from the Lord by the Word,
that the' Human is to be made Divine even as to the sensual and
corporeal degrees, 2001, 1822, 7010, 38635, 8624; by combats against
hereditary tendencies to evil, or against all the hells, and by victories
over them; and" it shall come to pass that everyone that is bitten,
when he seeth it, shall live," denotes that therefore everyone in the
church who, in temptation, flees from, and contends against, the evils
of the natural man, has power from the Lord, by faith in Him, to
overcome also, and to enjoy eternal life, 4979, 6400, 38635, 290~

9· Moses making a serpent of brass and setting it upon a standard
, denotes that therefore' it happens in the church generally, that th~
Human of the Lord is acknowledged to be Divine by such combats
and victories, 38635, 8624; and it coming to pass that if a serpent
had bitten any man, when he looked unto the serpent .of brass he
lived, denotes that when man, in temptations, suffers from evils
arising from the abuse of his sensual nature, and by application to
the Lord and by faith in Him, conquers those evils, he comes into
the enjoyment of eternal life, 4979, 6400, 38635, 290.

10. The children of Israel journeying and pitching in Oboth,
denotes t~at the man of the church is let into states of the merely
natural life, as appears from the signification of journeying as
denoting p~og~ess and instruction, and thus a change of state, 36.54,
1457; O! pIt~hIng a tent as denoting, in this case, disjunction and
not conjunction, 1598, 1616; and of Oboth, which is perhaps derived
from the ~Iebrew word for bottles or wineskins, as denoting, there-
fore, wha;t IS merely natural, '2674, 3079- Also that what is merely
natural IS here denoted by Oboth appears from the consideration of
the series of things which follows.

II. Journeying from Oboth, and pitching in Iye-Abarim in the
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wilderness which is before Moab toward the sunrislng, denotes and
thence into states in which evils are predominant inducing new
temptations, and a state of obscurity from the proximity of adulter
ated good springing from selfish love, because Journeying denotes a
change of. sta te, 1457; from Oboth denotes merely natural love,
ver. 10;, pitching denotes further conjunction with evil or disjunction
from good, 1598, 1616; Iye-Abarim means the heaps of Abarim, or
the heaps of the region beyond, and therefore denotes the predomi
nance of evils inducing new temptations, 4197, 7408, 6978 end,
79262; a wilderness denotes a state of obscurity, 2708; Moab denotes
a state of adulterated good, 2468; and the sunrising denotes a state
of selfish love, 2441, 10,584. '

12. Journeying from thence and pitching in the valley of Zered,
denotes a state still more external in which there is a consciousness
of adulterated good, 1457, 1598, 1616, 1723, 2468. It is said, "a
consciousness of adulterated good," because Zered was a valley in
the land of Moab, and therefore denotes adulterated good; and the
word means "luxuriant growth," and thus indicates the activity of
thought, or consciousness, 2646, 6749.

13. Journeying from thence and pitching on the other side of
Arnon, denotes progress into free natural delight, because Arnon
means rejoicing, or leaping for [oy, 1457, 1598, 1616; in the wilder
ness denotes a state of obscurity, 2708; corning out of the border of
the Arnorites denotes that ultimate truth and good are vitiated by
evil, 8063, 1857, 1853; and Arnon being the border of Moab, between
Moab and the Amorites, denotes that the truth of the Word perverted
by •adulterated good is the limit between that good and actual evil,
24~8, 1857, 8063.

14. It being said in the book of the Wars of the Lord, "Vaheb in
Suphah, and the valleys of Arnon," denotes that in the Ancient Word,
which describes the combats of the Lord with the hells, and also the
temptations of the man of the church, it is written: "He endureth
the extreme of temptation by receiving influx from the hells, and
from natural delights thence, 'by the assumption of the Human in
ultimates." This is shown by considering that "it is said" here
means literally" it is written," and spiritually perception given to
man, 1822; that the book of the Wars of the Lord is a part of the
Ancient Word, 2897; that the wars of the Lord denote His tempta
tions in the Human, and also the temptations of man for whom the
Lord fights, 1664; that Jehovah and the Lord Jesus Christ are one
and the same Person, 16643; that Suph means a termination or com
pletion, thus denoting the ultimate, the Suphah means a storm, ora
whirlwind, thus denoting evil influences and temptation thence,
causing disturbances in the mind or in the church, 10,044, 5078, 842 ;
that the Red Sea, or Suph, denotes the hells from which temptations
come, 8099, 8184; that hence Vaheb in Suphah denotes the extreme
of •temptations by influx from the hells, the meaning of the word
Vaheb being uncertain; and that the valleys of Arnon denote natural
delights, ver. 13, 1723.

15· The slope of the vaJ1ey~ that inclineth toward the dwelling's of
Ar, and leaneth upon the border of Moab, denotes that there in an
intermediate state, the Lord conquered the infernals, even as to their
inmost evils and falsities, because the slope of the valleys is inter
mediate between, the lowest ground and the highest, and therefore

clearly signifies an intermediate state, 1292, 5852; inclining toward
the dwelling of Ar, signifies that the Lord conquered the infernals
even as to their inmost evils and falsities, Ar being the chief city of
the Moabites and therefore denoting such evils and falsities, 245I, 402 ;
and leaning on the border of Moab denotes that, by those evils, good
is adulterated in ultimates, 8063, 2468.

16. The Israelites journeying hence to Beer, denotes that therefore
the man of the church from similar states of temptation is delivered,
and is comforted from the Word, 3654, 1457, 3194, 2702; and this
being the well whereof the Lord said to Moses, "Gather the people
together and I will give them water," denotes that Divine Truth has
ordained, from Divine Good, that thus, after temptation, he should
be refreshed with abundance of truths, 2001, 7010, 6112, 1259, 2702.

17. Israel then singing- this song: "Spring- up 0 well; sing- ye
unto it," denotes that the man of the church rejoices in the Lord
with all his heart, and delights in His Word with all the power of
his intellect, 3654, 418, 2702, 683-

18. "The well which the princes digged," denotes that, as from
himself, by primary truths, man is enabled to search the Word, 2702,
1482, 3424; "which the nobles of the people delved," denotes that,
as from himself, from good affections, he penetrates into its
mysteries, 683, 6372; "with the sceptre and with their staves," or
"by the lawgiver, and with their staves," denotes that the Lord
Himself operates inwardly, and man co-operates outwardly, because
the "sceptre" or the "lawgiver," denotes truth from good internally,
and thus the Lord's operation thereby, 48761°, 6372; and staves,
denote the power of truth externally, and thus man's co-operation as
from himself, 4876, 6372; and journeying from the wilderness to
Mattanah denotes that for obscurity he receives enlightenment from
the Lord, because Mattanah means the gift of the Lord, and thus
enlightenment from good and truth, 5619, and a wilderness denotes
obscurity, 2708.

19. From Mattanah to Nahaliel, denotes that, from this temporary
state, the spiritual man passes into a state of the falsification of
truths, because Nahaliel means the valley of God, and thus denotes
a low state of spiritual life from which truth is falsified, 1723, 2001;
and from Nahaliel to Bamoth denotes thence to a state of corrupted
worship, because Bamoth means high places, and therefore denotes
worship, and in this place imperfect, or corrupted worship, as the
following verse shows, 2722.

20. From Bamoth to the valley that is in the' field of Moab, to the
top of Pisgah, which looketh down upon the desert, or upon jeshimon,
denotes thence to a state of adulterated good exterior and interior
indicating the proximity of another state of desolation and tempta
tion, because a valley denotes a low state, 1721; the field of Moab.
denotes the falsity of adulterated good, 368, 2468; Pisgah means hill
eminence, fortress, and thus denotes, in this case, the interior falsities
by which the state of corrupted good is defended, 2722, 72973; and
looking down upon the desert, or upon Jeshimon, denotes another
state of desolation and temptation impending, 2708, 37085 on
PSG evii. 4.

21. Israel sending messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites,
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saying, denotes that the spiritual man is disposed to temporize with
evils, and thence thinks, 3654, 4239, 1857, 2506.

22. "Let me pass through thy land," denotes that he may con
template such evils safely, 3992, 1857; "We will not turn aside into
field or into vineyard," denotes without being drawn from the path of
rectitude either into their voluntary or intellectual delights, 4816, 297 1 ,

9139; "\ve will not drink of the water of the wells," denotes without
imbibing their falsities, 2702; and" we will go by the king's high
waYJl:lntil we have passed thy border," denotes not being in the
slightest degree contaminated with them, 3335, 1672, 2234, 8063.

23. Sihon not suffering Israel to pass through his border, denotes
that evil is of such a character that this cannot be, because the king
of the Amorites denotes the falsity of evil, 1682, 1857, and Sihon
means rooting out, or conclusion, and thus signifies that falsity con
joined with evil utterly rejects good, and is the confirmation of the
state of evil, 43 17~ 18572; Sihon gathering all his people together
denotes that falsities from evil are combined against the man of the
church under their leading or prevailing motive, 6112, 1259; going
out against Israel into the wilderness denotes that a state of obscurity
ensues, 2708; coming to jahaz denotes that this takes place in the
intermediate, state, because by Jahaz is meant quarrel, dispute, or
the go,ing out of the Lord, 6764, 5337; and fighting against Israel
denotes a conflict following, 1664.

24. Israel smiting him with the edge of the sword, denotes that the
spiritual man overcomes evil by the power of Divine Truth from the
Lord, 3654, 4251, 2799 ; possessing his land from Arnon unto Jabbok,
even unto the children of Ammon, denotes thus gaining possession of
the natural man even to the rejection of its ultimate evils and to the
dispersion of its ultimate falsities, and also of its falsified truths,
because by the land of the Amorites is signified the natural man
where evils had predominated, 1857, 2183, by the valleys of Arnon
are signified free natural delight, verso 13, 14, by Jabbok are sig
nified, in the best sense, ultimate truths with their affection, but here
ultimate falsities, and the word means dispersion, or pouring out,
4301, and by the children of Ammon are signified falsified truths,
2468; and. the border of the children of Ammon being very strong
denotes that such truths appear to be very powerful against genuine
good and truth, 2468, 8063. ..»->: .

25. By Israel taking all these cities, is denoted that the spiritual
man now gains entire control of the natural understanding with its
powers, 3654, 402; and by dwelling in all the cities of the Amorites,
In.Heshb~n and the towns, or daughters thereof, is denoted especially
of the rational faculty of the natural man, and the affections of truth
thereto appertaining, ,which evil had before, 1293, 489, 1857. For
Heshbon means invention, industry, or thought : or he that hastens
to understand or to build, and thus clearly denotes the rational
faculty; .and it is said, "the rational faculty of the natural man,"
because It had belonged to both the Moabites and the Amorites and
was situated on the eastern side of the Jordan, 10,332 , 6263" 590"
5284, 657, 658, 4390, 1304, 1585. '

26. Heshbon being the city of Sihon king of the Amorites, denotes
that the ration~l faculty, which is fruitful i~ devices, .is highly prized
even by the wicked, ver. 25, 402, 1857; Sihon fighting against the

former king of Moab denotes" who by its means engage in conflict
with those who are in adulterated good," 1664, 2468; and taking- all
his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon, denotes depriving them
~f those things by which they corrupt good and truth, even of the
hteral sense of the Word which they pervert, 567, 878, ver. 13, 1723.

But it is said "even of the literal sense of the Word, which they
pervert," because Arnon, as a river and a boundary, plainly denotes
this, ver. 13, 9340.

27. Wherefore they that speak in proverbs saying, "Come ye to
Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and established," denotes
that the Ancient Word, throug-h the medium of its correspondences,
teaches: "that the understanding of the merely natural man is pre
dominant with the wicked, both as to thought, and as to affection,"
2897, verso 25, 26, 4390 , 3388.

28. "For a fire is gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of
Sihon; he hath devoured Ar of Moab, the lords of the high places of
Arnon," denotes that the love of the world and the love of self act
through it as a means, 934; that it overwhelms the pretensions of
those who are in the doctrines of corrupted good, 5149, 402, ver. IS,
2468; even of those whose worship internally and externally is alike
adulterated, 10,642, 2722, verso 13, 14.

29. "Wo to thee, Moab! Thou art undone, 0 people of Chem~sh,"
denotes that such worship is doomed to destruction, and its falsities
even as to their inmost principles are worthless, 'Chemosh meaning
"as handling or as taking awav," and thus denoting- the tendency
of falsity from evil to deprive the man of the church of Rood and
truth, 2468, 125Q, 878, 24687, 246816; and" he hath g-iven his sons as
fugitives and his daughters into captivity unto Sihon king of the
A:norites," denote.s that its c?rrupted truths are no longer conjoined
wIth. good affections, and Its perverted aff.ections are, no longer
sustained by truths, consequently becoming the slaves of falsity from
evil, 489, 382, 7990, verso 21-23.

}o. "We have shot.at them; Heshbon is perished even unto
Dibon, and we have laid waste even unto Nophah , which reacheth
unto Medeba," 'denotes that such falsities tend to the destruction of
~dulterated good, and also devastate its perverted rational faculty
Internally and externally, as well as its external affection for know
ledge by 'which it supports itself from the literal sense of the Word,
because by the Amorites shooting- at the Moabites is denoted that evil
tends to the. d~str,:ction of adulterated good, 1857, 2686, 2468; by
Heshbon perishingIs denoted the 'devastation of the perverted rational
faculty internally, ver, 25; by even to Dibon is denoted the same extern
ally, Dibon meaning understanding, abundance of knowledge or of
building, and thus signifying the same as Heshbon, ver. ~5; by
laying waste even unto Nophah, is denoted devastation as to the
external affection .for. kl}owledg-e, this :word m~aning the blowing of
a fire, and thus signifying natural desires excited by evil influences
Q34, 5212, and laying- waste signifying devastation 407· and b~
"which is un~o Medeba," is denoted. the literal sens~ of the Word',
Med~ba mearung the uiater of rest, and thus sig-nifying the Word in
th~ Iiteral sense, where Divine Truth is in its fulness and power in
ultimates, or in. a fixed basis consisting- of human language, which
IS corr~sp?ndent1al as to every expression, 2702, Q349.

. But It IS proper to add here that the whole of this verse, in the



35. Smiting him and his sons, and all his people until there was
none left him remaining; and possessing his land, denotes that the
spiritual man, by the power of the Lord, completely conquers ,the
evil of merely natural love, with all its errors internal and external,
and that thus the natural man becomes harmonious with the spiritual
man, 4251; 489, 1259, 5897, 2658, 913.

Remembering that evil has its origin in the natural degree of
man's life, and that regeneration consists in putting off what is
merely natural, and in being born again into the life of the new
natural man, we cannot be surprised that the internal sense of the
Word has very largely to describe the states of the natural man
under its various aspects, as we see in the last chapter and now in
this. And the Canaanites especially are symbolic of the natural or
external man as to his false and selfish worship. Even of the Lord
also, as to His early state in His Human life,' it is said, "the
Canaanite was then in the land," and afterwards, as He advanced,
"The Canaanite and the Perizzite were then in the land," to denote
the presence of hereditary evil and falsity with Him. For in taking
upon Him our fallen human nature, it was unavoidable that He
should receive from the virgin mother tendencies to evil through
which lie was tempted, and was thus able by His own power, as a
man like other men, to contend with, and overcome the infernal
hosts, and thus preserve to eternity the free-will of man, andredeem
him from the absolute dominion of evil. This, therefore, was the
essence, so to speak, of the work of Redemption in general, and
through it the Lord is now for ever able to redeem each individual,
from his actual evils, by preserving in him the power to follow the
Lord, in his regeneration, and also overcome like Him. This, then,
is the subject of our first section. It is a temptation through the
merely natural man, and particularly through the rational faculty of
that man. For Arad means, as we have seen, a wild ass, and this
denotes our natural reason in its opposition to spiritual truth. And it
is a fact that we do all, in the course of our lives, get taken prison
ers by this king Arad and have need of personal deliverance by the
Lord.

But the Lord does not save us from the delusions of natural reason
without our own co-operation with Him; and this is what is described
in the rest of the section. We must, like the Israelites, go by the
way of the spies; we must vow a vow to the Lord, which practically
means giving up our natural wills, and submitting to the Divine
Will ; and we must entirely destroy, or devote all merely natural
powers to, destruction. For we cannot have the merely natural life,
and at the same time enjoy the new natural life, and, moreover, if
we wish to reason truly concerning Divine things as taught in the
Word, we must not reason only according to the appearances of truth
there, nor must we confuse appearances with realities and thus form
to ourselves false doctrine; but we must judge not according to the
appear:ance, but according to righteous judgment. For if we reason
~ccording to appearances, we may come to believe that our God
IS an angry God and takes vengeance upon His enemies; or we may
conceive of Him. as three persons each by himself God and Lord,
and thus we may actually think of three gods, while yet we delude
ourselves by saying that there is only one without having formed a
distinct and clear idea of that one. How much better, therefore to
judge righteously, and acknowledge the One God in Whom is' the
Divine Trinity of three Essentials, which together constitute the one
Divine Person of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ in. Whom
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literal sense, "is obscure and has been variously interpreted by
critics," so that no less than five different meanings have been given
to the phrase here rendered "which reacheth unto Medeba," namely
(I) "which extendetb to Medeba," (2) "and to Medeba," (3) "which
belongeth to Medeba," (4) "which is at Medeba," and (5) "fire (hath
raged) unto Medeba." In any case, however, the meaning of the
terms" Nophah " and" Medeba," and consequently the correspond
ence of each term, clearly shows that the former has relation to
affection or love, and the latter to Intelligence or truth, and, more
over, there can be no doubt concerning the spiritual meaning of the
whole verse, which is the complete vastation of those who are in
adulterated good. .

31. Thus Israel dwelling in the land of the Amorites, denotes that,
on the other hand, the spiritual man is triumphant and completely
overcomes the natural man, 3654, 1857.

32 • Moses sending to spy out Jazer; their taking the towns thereof;
and their driving out the Amorites that were there, denotes that now,
therefore, the doctrine of good works is truly investigated ; that it
becomes subservient to heavenly purposes; and that every evil which
had defiled it is expelled, because by Moses sending to spy out, is
denoted investigation, 2397, 27145; by jazer is meant he that helps,
and therefore by this place, considered as a city" is denoted doctrine
which aids in the interpretation of the Word: and it is said the
doctrine of good works, because this territory belonged to the tribe
of Gad, 402, 3934; by taking the towns of jazer, is denoted that
doctrine becomes subservient to heavenly purposes, through the
affection of truth, 1664, 489, ver, 25; and by driving out the Amorites
that were there is denoted that every evil which had defiled it is
expelled, 1664, 1857. .

33. Turning and going up by the way of Bashan, denotes that a
fresh advance is made towards the destruction of essential evil,
because going up signifies advance, 1543, a way signifies doctrine,
2234, and Bashan means in the tooth, in the ivory, in the change, or
in the sleep. thus denoting a state of essential falsity and evil, 44243,
61883 , 41362, 1.')0, A.E. 16.18 ; Og the king of Bashan going out
ag-ainst Israel, he and all his people, denotes that essential evil with
all its falsities enters into a conflict with the man of the church,
because qg means a cake, and thus, in a good sense,.charity, and in
the opposite sense the love of the world, 7978, as a king, he denotes
falsity, 1682, going out here, denotes evil influx, 5337, and 'with all
his .people, denotes with, falsities, 1259; and going out to battle at
Edrei, denotes conflict when good begins to be confirmed, because
Edrei means a very great mass or cloud, and the death' of the wicked,
1047, 6119, and war, denotes spiritual conflict, or temptation, 1664-

. 34. By the Lord saying unto Moses, is denoted revelation from 'the
,Lord by Divin~ T'n-!th, 2001, 7010, 1822; by not fearing him, is
denoted that this evil must not be feared, 2826· "I have delivered
him in to thy hand, and all his people and all his' land," denotes that
Divine Good is all-powerful against essential evil both as to its"
in~ernaI an? external opposition, ve~. 33, 1259, 913, 2001, 878 ; and by
doing to him as was done unto Sihon king of the Amorites which
dwelt in Heshbon, is denoted that 'essential evil must be subdued even
as was the false principle from evil in. general, which hadpossessed
the human understanding, verso 23-25.

CHAPTER XXI 349
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dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily (John xiv. 8-18; com
pared with Matt. xxviii. 18-20, and Colas. ii. 9; and also ] ohn viii.
17-18, compared with John viii. 58). Let us beware, then, of Arad
the king of the Canaanites, and not permit ourselves to be deluded
byhirn. .

In the second section, the first point that requires our attention is
the distinction that is to be carefully made between a state of desola
tion as to truths, or as to genuine doctrine, and a state arising from
the falsities of evil, or from evils themselves represented by the way
to the Red Sea. For now there is not only a deficiency of water, but
there is a deficiency of bread, that is, a distaste for good, which is
the result of the influx of falsities from evil. And then the con
sequences are the prevalence of sensual lusts which are denoted by
fiery serpents. And experience proves that the falsities derived from
sensual lusts are far more dangerous to the life of the spiritual man
than are falsities of doctrine. Also, that is the reason why the
serpent is not only representative of what is merely sensual and
corporeal, but in addition, of selfish love, and of all the evils thence
originating, two striking examples of which are to be found in
Gen. iii. 15 and in Rev. xii. 9. But the example in our section is
especially interesting, as it shows thatthe Lord, in His glorification,
made even the sensual and corporeal principles in Himself Divine,
thus rising from the dead with His whole body complete; and that,
as the Lord conquered all the powers of evil on man's behalf, so every
member of the church by faith in Him, which involves love to Him
and obedience to His commandments, has power to over.come all evil,
and thus spiritually to sit down with Him on His throne, even as
He sat down with His Father on His throne; from which remarkable
passage we are evidently not to understand that the Lord, in heaven,
actually sits beside His Father, or that the fully regenerated man
actually sits beside his Lord ; for this would clearly be to entertain a
merely sensual idea of the Lord's great work of Redemption, and of
the effect of man's regeneration, and also produce in the minds of
men an idea of more than one Lord, which is contrary to the very
principle of all true religion; namely, that the Divine Being is ONE,
both in essence and in person (Zech. xiv, 9). May we therefore oyer
come all evil by power from Him continually, even as He overcame,
and thus united in Himself the Human with the Divine to eternity.
And lastly, in this connection we may also remember that in heaven,
which spiritually is the Lord's throne, the regenerated natural degree
of man 's life will be in perfect harmony with the higher degrees, and
will have its appropriate satisfactions, as is so finely represented by
the words, "The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion
shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent's meat.
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain, saith the
Lord" (Isaiah lxv. 25; 39943

) ; where by dust being the .serpern 's
meat is plainly meant the satisfactions of the sensual life in outwardly
expressing the joys and delights of the heavenly life of usefulness.
For then even the spiritual body, with all its senses, will be obedient
to the mind and heart, and fully express their thoughts and affections.

And now, in the third section, we are to note other changes of state
with the man of the church denoted by the journeying of the Israelites
toOboth, to Iye-Abarim, to Zered, and to the other side of Arnon,
all. which, according to the meaning and thence to the correspondence
of the names, combined with the signification of the wilderness, of the
sunrising, of the valley, and of the border, clearly denotes a generally
declining state, a state of obscurity, the activity of selfish love and
consequently of adulterated good, and a state of free natural delight,

which is the limit between that good and actual evil. And when we
reflect that the Israelites actually made these journeys, that the
meaning of each term must describe spiritually the quality of the
state, and also how naturally disposed we all are t.hus to decline and
contaminate the good \ve receive from the Lord WIth our own actual
states of error and selfishness, we may see how exactly the Word has
been given by Divine inspiration to describe the states of the church
in general, of the individual in particular, and in the supreme sense
of the glorification of the Lord, and of His victories over the hells,
for our redemption and salvation. The lesson, therefore, that we all
have to learn from these things is, first of all, one of trust and con
fidence in the Lord our Saviour, Who has provided us with so
wonderful a revelation of Divine and Spiritual truths adapted to our
requirements, and secondly one of continual watchfulness, as we pass
through life, lest we should allow ourselves to be beguiled through
the delights of the merely natural man into states of adulterated good,
and even into states of evil in general, while yet our hearts and our
understandings inwardly are determined from the Lord to overcome
all obstacles, and at last to make our natural life exactly conformed to
our spiritual life, which is indeed the object we must continually strive
to attain amid all our fluctuations and weaknesses. For we remember
that the Lord said to His disciples, "Watch and pray that ye enter
not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak" (Matt. xxvi. 41).

But here we are arrived at a point in which we have a quotation
from the Ancient Word, and therefore the following remarks concern
ihg it may here be of use: "In the Word wheresoever wars are
treated of, and mentioned, no other wars are signified in the internal
sense than such as are spiritual. There were also books in the
Ancient Church which were entitled the Wars of Jehovah, as appears
from Moses, Num, xxi. 14-16, which being written in the prophetic
style, had an internal sense, and treated of the Lord '8 combats and
temptations, and also of the combats and temptations of the church,
and of those who are of the church; this is evident from the
circumstance that some things' were taken from thence by Moses.
The same is also evident from other books of that church .which
were called the books of the Prophetic Enunciators, concerning
which see Num. xxi. 27-30, in which nearly the same words occur
as in Jeremiah, compare Num. xxi. 28 and Jeremiah xlviii. 45,
whence also it may be concluded that the Ancient Church had
writings, both historical and prophetical, which were Divine and
inspired, and which in the internal sense treated of the Lord and His
kingdom, and that these writings were the Word to that church, as
the historical and prophetical books of our Word are to us; which in
the literal sense treat of the Jews and Israelites, but in the internal
sense, of the Lord, and of those things which are His," 2686; and see
also 2897. But coming back to the quotation from this Ancient
Word, we shall see for ourselves that its language is not only poetical,
but also highly correspondential.

For it is evident that die book of the wars of the Lord can signify
nothing but the temptations of the Lord, for He engages in no other
war's; and that this book also describes the conflicts of the spiritual
man in which the Lord fights for him, and delivers him, is because
the glorification of the Lord is the pattern of the regeneration of
man, and there can be no regeneration apart from conflicts against
evil. And as' the word Suph means a termination or completion,
therefore it signifies the ultimate, while Suphah also means a storm,
and thus temptation; and further, as Suph, or the Red Sea, denotes
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the hells, therefore it is said" He endured the extreme of temptation
by receiving influx from the hells." Also as the valleys of Arnon
denote natural delights, we see that influx from the hells is into man's
natural delights; and indeed it is not possible that anyone can be
tempted by the infernals unless there be some delight with him into
which the influx can take place. But it is to be carefully remembered
here that in the Lord's case there was no actual evil" but only heredi-.
tary tendencies thereto, while in man's case he is not. tempted through
hereditary tendencies, but through his actual evils; and it is very
important indeed that this distinction should be properly understood;
because from this we can also understand how it was that the Lord
by His victories entirely expelled from His Human every vestige of
the maternal hereditary life, rising from the dead in His Human
body, now Divine, while man, on the other hand, although victorious
by the Lord's help, retains with him to eternity the heredity into
which he was born, and also his own evils, which ·by regeneration
are not abolished, but are removed and become quiescent, or as if
they did not exist. See therefore again 1444, 16672, 868.

And from these remarks it will be evident that all that follows in
the section continues to speak of the Lord's glorification; in the
supreme sense, and man's regeneration in the internal sense, and
shows especially how consolation comes after temptation, and is
succeeded by further conflicts; and we must now therefore consider
these as set before us in the last section. And first it is to be well
observed that the spiritual man in the course of his regeneration is
just as much disposed to temporize with evil in general as he has
been to 'do so with regard to evil as manifested in the natural affec
tions; but he learns by experience that this cannot be. For mani
festly if we reflect upon the matter we shall find that it is impossible
to serve two masters in this way, and that everyone must finally
become either altogether a form of good to which truth is conjoined,
or a form of evil to which falsity is conjoined. This, then, is the
first great lesson of our section; and we must imitate the conduct of
the Israelites who entirely overcame the Amorites, by ourselves
entirely overcoming not only evil in general, but even the essential
principle of evil which is the love of self, or selfishness, and is repre
sented by Og the king of Bashan.

But, of course, this general and positive teaching involves the
several particulars which follow. And one of. them is that conflict
must take place in an intermediate state, which is represented by
Jahaz. For this word means quarrel or dispute; and so long as evil
still has some influence over us, so long we must continue in this
intermediate state; but when we have conquered the whole natural
man, represented by the kingdoms of Sihon and Og, comes into
subjection, subordination, and harmony with the spiritual man. But
next we have to consider another side of the subject. For what will
happen if, instead of overcoming evil, we live in a state of adulterated
good, and persist in doing so? Certainly that, of course, evil will
overcome us just as the Amorites had overcome the Moabites, who
in the Word always signify this adulterated good in its various
degrees and aspects. And this is what is representatively described
in the following part of the section, and also in the second quotation
from the Ancient Word, the particulars of which, as given in the
series, and as explained in connection with the references, are most
interesting, because they show the wonderful character of the Word
in its internal sense; prove that the church has passed through similar
experiences 5n all ages; and .demonstate that the corrupted man, as
well as the regenerated man, cannot remain in the intermediate state,

but must become' entirely subject to evil, even as the Moabites
became subject to the Amorites, That is to say, spiritually, the con
firme~ Moabite is bound to become in his Judgment a confirmed
Amonte. Heytce, then, ~e n?w s~e the importance of the quotation
from the. Ancient Word Just In, t~lS place, and especially of the con
tents of Its latter part as descriptive of the complete vastation of the
corrupted JPan. And this ~herefore is the third great lesson in
studying this part of our subject, namely, that the true spiritual man
rnust detern:ine ,not to be overcome by evil, but on the contrary, to
overcome evil With g~od, as described in ver. 3 I in its spiritual sense.

And consequent!y. It IS not enough to conquer evil only in its
general form, but It IS necessary also to conquer essential evil that is
the very principle of evil which is selfishness, even as the israelite~
not only oven?amethe ,Amorite king, but Og the king of Bashan also,
And here again a particular study o.f each t~r~ used in the description
shows how very exactly everyone IS used In ItS true correspondential
sense, and has. i~s appropriate pla~e in the series. For truly ~'The
law o~ the Lord IS.perfe~t, conve;tIng the soul, the testimony of the
Lord IS sure, making WIse the simple: the statutes of the Lord are
right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure
enlightening the eyes" (Ps, xix, 7-8), '

AA
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CHAPTER XXII

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. The man of the church comes into a state of the adulteration of
good externally, ver. I.

2. But those who are internally in such a state fear genuine
spiritual truths, verso 2-4.

3. And hence they consult falsity derived from evil, which inter
prets the Word from selfish love, verso 5-7.

4. The false teacher, however, is forbidden to cause aversion from
the Lord in the truly spiritual man, and, outwardly, he is constrained
to submit, verso 8-14

5. But he is now more strongly tempted by evil, inwardly desiring
to comply with its promptings, notwithstanding his knowledge of
the truth; and hence he is permitted to go forward in the' path of
error, verso 15-2I.

6. Arid yet Divine Truth is really opposed to him, while, by means
of his rational powers he endeavours to carry out his purposes,
ver. 22.

7. But even natural reason recognizes Divine Truth, and is afraid
of it, being thereby diverted from error and urgent for the cultivation
of good, while evil is persistent, and therefore injures the Rational,
ver. 23. .

8. Again, the progress of error is impeded by the opposition of the
truth in an accommodated form, yet still the. false teacher persists,
the natural affections are injured, and the Rational is further per
verted. verso 24-25.

g. And, thirdly, Divine Truth opposes error in the state where
falsity is confirmed, and the Rational is therefore prostrated, but
still has power to speak, from the Lord, convincing truths; and reproof
from Divine Truth Itself follows, producing repentance, but only
outwardly, verso 26-35.

10. And therefore the false teacher is permitted to continue his
career and to come into communication with adulterated good,
verso 36-41. .

THE CONTENTS OF EACI:I VERSE

I. And the children of I. But the man of the
Israel journeyed, and Spiritual Church, in advancing
pitched in the plains of towards the heavenly life, is
Moab beyond the Jordan at in a state of the adulteration
Jericho of good, as to the external

· man who is in the knowledges
of goodness and truth.
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2. And Balak the son of
Zippor sawall that Israel
had done to the Amorites.

3. And Moab was sore
afraid of the people, because
they were many: and Moab
was distressed because of the
children of Israel.

4. And Moab said unto
the elders of Midian, Now
shall this multitude lick up
all that is round about us,
as the ox licketh up the
grass of the field. And
Balak the son of Zippor was
king of Moab at that time.

5. And he sent messen
gers unto Balaam the son of
Bear, to Pethor, which is by
the River, to the land of the
children of his people, to
call him, saying, Behold,
there is a people come out
from Egypt: behold, they
cover the face of the earth,
and they abide over against
me:

6. Come now therefore, I
pray thee, curse me this
people; for .they are too
mighty for me: peradven
ture I shall prevail, that we

A A 2

2.· And the evil derived
from the falsity of such good,
is disturbed by the pre
dominance of the spiritual
man over the evil of the
na tural man in general.

3. For those who are con
firmed in the evil of corrupted
good, greatly fear genuine
truth, because it prevails
against them; and are
brought into distress by the
powerful influence of the man
of the church.

4. And therefore they have
the perception through the
falsities that are confirmed in
them, that spiritual truths will
take away all their delights,
even as corrupted natural
affection takes away all spirit
ual truth. And such evil
natural affections derived from
falsity, are the governing
principles with those who
adulterate good.

5. Wherefore these consult
falsity derived from evil,
which interprets . the truth
from selfish love, and from

. knowledges most external,
desiring communication, and
inspiring the perception, that
the man of the Spiritual
Church, having been delivered
from the tyranny of the
merely natural life, and
having been instructed in
Divine Truths in all fulness,
is oposed to adulterated good;

6. That therefore his de
struction is desired, because
falsity cannot withstand truths,
but yet that it may possibly
prevail, and in fact' do injury,
in order that truths may be
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may smite them, and that I
may drive them out of the
land: for I know that he
whom thou blessest is
blessed, and he whom thou
cursest is cursed.

7. And the elders of Moab
and the elders of Midian de
parted with the rewards of
divination in their hand·
and they came unto Balaam;
and spake unto him the
words of Balak,

8. And he said unto them,
Lodge here this night, and I
will bring you word again,
as the LORD shall speak unto
me: and the princes of
Moab abode with Balaam ,

9. And God came unto
Balaam, and said, What
men are these with thee?

10. And Balaam said unto
God, Balak the son of Zip
par, king of Moab, hath
sent unto me, saying,

I I. Behold, the people
that is come out of Egypt,

separated; being possessed by
the delusion ~ that falsity of
this kind is all-powerful and
is either able to effect' con
junction with heaven through
selfish love, or to cause aver
sion from it.

.7. Wherefore also those who
are confirmed in the evil of
adulterated good' and in its
falsities, in such a state of
the church or of the individual,
seek to gain communication
with those who teach truth
from selfish principles, by ex
erting and stimulating in them
the love of reward, and having
done so, to scatter the fears
of adulterated good, and aid
those who desire to throw off
the influence of the spiritual
man.

8. And hence the false
prophet from his selfishness,
temporizes with the insinua
tions of evil and falsity, sug
gesting delay in the state of
obscurity, and that an answer'
shall be given according to the
Word of the Lord; for cor
rupted good and its falsities
abides .with those who would
teach truth for selfish pur
poses.

9. But Divine Truth also
has influence with them exter
nally, and suggests inquiry as
to the quality of evil influ
ences.

10. And confession is made
that evil from the falsity of
corrupted good insinuates,

II. That the man of the
Spiritual Church is delivered

it covereth the face of the
earth: now, come curse me
them j peradventure I shall
be' able. to fight against
them, and shall drive' them
out.

12. And God said unto
Balaam, Thou shalt not go
with them; thou shalt not
curse the people: for they
are blessed.

. 13. And B~laan1 rose up
In the mornIng, and said
unto the princes of Balak,
Get you into your land: for
the LORD refuseth to give
me leave to go with you.

14. And the princes of
Moab rose up, and they
went unto Balak, and said
Balaam refuseth to com~
with us.

1~. An~ Balak sent yet
again .princes, more, and
more honourable than they.

16. And they came to
Balaam, and said to him
1'hus saith Balak the son of
Zippor, Let nothing, I pray
thee, hinder thee from com
ing unto me:

from the bondage of the
natural man, has been in
structed, and is predominant
in the external man; and
that therefore corrupted good
desires the suppression of
him,. or.. if possible, to fight
against him and to destroy
him .

12. But the f~lse prophet,
or teacher, perceives from the
Word in his understanding,
that he ought not to be asso
ciated with· corrupted good
and its falsities; and also that
the man of the church is not
averted from the Lord but has
conjunction with Him.

13. And therfore, in a state
of illustration, superstition
and fear, he desires to sepa:
rate himself from corrupted
good c:nd its. falsities, leaving
them In their own delights,
because the power of Divine
Truth prevails with him in
that state.

14. And consequently evil
and its falsity are apparently
separated from communication
with the Word falsified' and... 'It IS perceived by the cor-
rupted man that he cannot
avail himself of its influence.

. 15. ~ut still, corrupted good
IS persistent, and again com
municates with the false
teacher by exciting in him the
love of reward more intensely.

16. And thence the false
teacher perceives, from the
evil derived from the falsity
of adulterated good, that he
ought by all means to be
conjoined with the evil of
corrupted good.
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placed himself In the way opposed to his fallacies and
for an adversary against infatuation. He is led for
him. Now he was riding ward, however, by delusive
upon his ass, and his two, arguments supported by ex
servants were with him. ternal appearances of good

and truth.

27. And the ass saw the 27. But still the Rational
angel of the LORD, and she. perceives the opposition of

17. For I wi ll promote
thee unto very great honour,
and whatsoever thou sayest
unto me I will do: come
therefore, I pray thee, curse
me this people.

18. And Balaam answered
and said unto the servants
of •Balak, If Balak would
give me his house full of
silver and gold, I cannot go
beyond the word of the
LORD my God, to do less or
more.

I g. Now therefore, I pray
you, tarry ye also here this
night, that I may know what
the LORD will speak unto me
nlore.

20. And God came unto
Balaam at night, and said
unto him, If the men be
c~me .to call thee, rise up, go
with theI?; but only the
word which I speak unto
thee, that shalt thou do.

.2 I. Arid Balaam rose up
Ir: the mornIng, and saddled
hIS ass, and went with the
princes of Moab,

"22. And God's anger was
kindled because he went:
and the angel of the LORD

17. For the love of honour,
and glory, and reward, and
evil, is willing, for the sake
of its o~n ends, to be sub
missive to the power of
the Word falsified, desiring
eagerly the destruction of
genuine truths.

18. B'ut the false teacher
thinks, from the evident force
of the truth, that although
corrupted good should be
able externally' to enrich him
wi th all abundance of tru ths
and good affections together,
yet it is impossible to exceed
the limits of Divine Truth,
which outwardly controls the
wicked, and compels their
obedience.

19. And yet under the influ
ence of selfish love which
causes obscurity, he still
temporizes, in the hope that
even the Lord Himself may
change.

20. And therefore, accord
ing to his state of obscurity,
he perceives from Divine
Truth, when selfish impulses
and thoughts are strong, that
he must be drawn on by them,
while still he is aware that he
cannot exceed the force of
Divine Truth from the Lord.

2 I. And therefore, in another
state of illustration, he is
roused to activity, adapting
the rational faculty of the
natural man to his selfish
aspirations, and then pro
ceeds to communicate with
adulterated good.

22. But by so doing he is
averted from Divine Truth,
which cannot but be actually

23. And the ass saw the
angel of the LORD standing
in the way, with his sword
drawn in his hand: and
the ass turned aside out of
the way, and "vent into the
field: and Balaam smote the
ass, to turn her into the way.

24. Then the angel of the
LORD stood in a hollow way
between the vineyards, a
fence being on this side, and
a fence on that side.

I

25. And the ass saw the
angel of the LORD, and she
thrust herself unto the wall,
and crushed Balaam's foot
against the wall: and he
smote her again.

26. And the angel of the
LOR'D went further, and
stood in a "narrow place,
where was no way to turn
either to the right hand or
to the left.

23. But the Rational, in
spite of its condition, perceives
Divine Truth from Divine
Good as its opponent, and
also its power to destroy
falsity; and therefore it is
diverted from the path of
error, and naturally tends to
conjunction with good; but
the affection of falsity perverts
the Rational, and forces it to
bend to its requirements.

24. Again the progress of
error is opposed by Divine
Truth from Divine Good as
manifested in the obscure per
ception of spiritual truths
limited by the appearances of
good and truth in the external
or natural man.

25. And still the Rational
perceives that Divine Truth,
as before, is opposed to it;
and although deluded by ap
pearances, is strongly drawn
to them, the natural affec
tions thus being injured; and
again the affection of falsity
perverts the Rational to cause
it to err,

26. And yet again the pro
gress of error is impeded 'by
Divine Truth from Divine
Good in the state where
falsity. is confirmed, and
where, therefore, no diverg
ence from the path of error
is possible.
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lay down under Balaam:
and Balaams anger was
kindled, and he smote the
ass with his staff.

28. And the LORD opened
the mouth of the ass, and
she said unto Balaam, What
have I done unto thee, that
thou hast smitten me these
three times?

29. And Balaam said unto
the ass, Because 'thou hast
mocked me: I would there
were a sword in mine hand
for now I had killed thee. '

30., And the ass said unto
Balaam, Am not I thine ass
upon which thou hast ridde~
all thy life long unto this
day? was I ever wont to do
so unto thee? And he said
Nay. '

3 I. Then the LORD
opened the eyes of Balaam
and he saw the angel of the
L?RD ~tanding in the way,
with hIS sword drawn in his
hand: and he bowed his
head, and fell on his face.

32 • And the angel of the
lfORD said unto him, Where
fore hast thou smitten thine

Divine Truth from Divine
Good, and at the same time is
prostrated by the force of truth
on the one hand, and falsity
on the other; and the false
teacher being confirmed' in
error 'is averted from the
truth and the Rational is still
more injured by ultimate falsi
fied truths.

28. And yet,' even then; it
has power from the Lord to
utter truths, and to charge
the depraved will with in
justice, as to the rej-ection of
good, the rejection of truth,
and confirmation in errors. '

29. And thence the Rational
perceives that it is naturally
opposed to evil and error, and
that evil desires its destruc
tion by 'means of falsity
through which all sense of
right or wrong is obliterated.

30. And yet, in spite of all
Divine G:ood speaks through
the Rational, and insinuates
that it is the servant of the
will, and has been obedient to
it th.r0t;gh the course of life,
nor IS .it ever uninfluenced by
the will; and this the cor
rupted man is compelled to
acknowledge,

31. And now, therefore,
even the false teacher IS

caused to perceive that Divine
Truth from Divine Good is
totally opposed to him' arid
that truth is destructive of
falsity, and therefore, exter
nally, he is submissive both as
to the understanding and will. .

32 • And from the Lord he
perceives that he has abused
the Rati,onal, has rejected

ass these three times? be
hold, I am come forth for an
~dversary, because thy way
IS perverse before me :

33. And the ass saw me,
and, turned aside before me
these three times: unless
she had turned aside from
me, surely now I had even
slain thee, and saved her
alive.

34. And Balaam said unto
the angel of the LORD, I
have sinned; for I knew not
that. thou stoodest in the way
agarnst me: now therefore,
if it displease thee, I will get
me back again.

35. And the angel of the
I.,ORD said unto Balaarn, Go
with the men: but only the
word that I shall speak unto
thee, that thou shalt speak.
So Balaamwent with the
princes of Balak.

36. Aud when Balak
heard that Balaam was
come, he went out to meet
him unto the City of Moab,
which is on the border of
Arnon, which is in the
utmost part of the border.

37. And Balak said unto
BalaamvDid I not earnestly
send unto thee to call thee?
wherefore earnest thou not
unto me? am I not able

good and truth, and has
confirmed himself in falsity;
and also that Divine Truth
must necessarily oppose him,
because of his perverted state;

33. That the Rational in
every case had perceived the
truth, and had been disposed
to avoid error; and that unless
this had been so, liberty of
choice would not have been
left to the corrupted will, even
-when the Rational was free.

34. Whence the corrupted
will now perceives that it has
opposed Divine Truth, and has
been blinded by selfish desires;
and therefore, from selfish
fear, it is willing to be out
wardly obedient,

35. But now Divine Truth
teaches that every man must
be left to act according to
reason and liberty; and yet
that the Divine Providence
secretly controls all things for
the best; and thus the cor
rupted man decides in favour
of his own selfish desires.

36. And therefore the state
of adulterated good is intensi
fied by communication with
the corrupted understanding;
for the will flows into the
understanding and conjoins
itself therewith in accommo
dated doctrine, which, in this
case, is the conjunction of evil
with falsity on the ultimate
plane of life.

37. And the corrupted under
standing perceives from the
impulses of the depraved will
that it desires to confirm its
state by falsities. Why then
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indeed to promote thee to
honour?

38. Arid Balaam said unto
Balak, Lo, I am come unto
thee: have I now any power
at all to speak any thing?
the word that God putteth in
mv mouth, that shall I
speak.

39. And Balaam went
with Balak, and they came
unto Kiriath-huzoth ,

40. And Balak sacrificed
oxen and sheep, and sent to
Balaam, and to the princes
that were with him.

41. And it carne to pass in
the morning, that Balak
took Balaam and brought
him up into the high places
of Baal, and he saw from
thence the utmost part of the
people.

has _there been hesitation?
And is not selfish love able to
promote and exalt its votaries?

38. But the corrupted will
now perceives from the light
of truth itself, present in the
corrupted understanding, that
indeed it desires to gratify
selfish love, but that it cannot
overcome the power of genu
inetruth, and must, even
from selfish considerations,
comply with its requirements.

39. And therefore the con
junction of the corrupted
understanding and the de
praved -will is, as yet, most
external.

40. But the depraved will
now influences the understand
ing by the force of its affec
tions both external and inter
nal, and thus makes that con
junction a little stronger.

'41. And then in a state of
illustration from the falsities

'of corrupted worship from
selfish love, the corrupted
understanding is gifted, for
the time being, with the-per
ception of the opposing truths
of the church remotely.

CHAPTER XXII

such good is disturbed by the predominance of the spiritual man,
over the evil of the natural man in general, because Balak means
one that wastes and destroys, and thus he denotes evil, a son denotes
derivative truth or falsity, and Zippor means a bird or sparrow, and
therefore also denotes truth or falsity, 411, 10,5 10, 5912, 489, 778;
to see denotes to perceive, and in this case disturbance as the effect
of seeing, 2 ISO; Israel denotes the spiritu.al man, 3654; and the
Amorites denote evil in general, 1857.

3. By Moab' are denoted those who are confirmed in the evil of
adulterated good, 2468; by being sore afraid of the people is denoted
greatly fearing those who are in truths, 390, 1259; by "because they
were Inany" is evidently denoted that truths are abundant and
prevail, 6172; and b:y Moab b.eing distre~sed because of t~e children
of Israel, or by their abhorring -the children of Israel, IS denoted
that they are brought into distress by the powerful influence of the
man of the church, 59, 3654.

4. Moab saying unto the elders of Midian, denotes the perception
of adulterated good through the falsities confirmed, 2468, 1822, 3242,
2348; "Now shall this multitude lick up all that is round about us,"
denotes that spiritual truths will take away all their delights, 7843;
"as the ox licketh up the grass of the field," denotes even as
corrupted natural affection takes away all spiritual truth, 2180,
.)149, 5101; and Balak the son of Zippor being the king of Moab
at that time, denotes that such evil natural affections derived from
falsity are the governing principles with those who adulterate good,
ver. 2, 1682, 2468, 2212.

5. Balak sending messengers to Balaarn the son of Beor, denotes
that evil consults falsity derived from evil, because Balak denotes
evil, ver. 2, sending messengers denotes consultation, 4239; Balaam
means old age, or ancient of the people, or the destruction of the
people, and therefore denotes falsity confirmed, 2348, 1259, 10,5 ro,
and Bear means burning foolish, mad, and therefore denotes evil,
9055, 4~173 , 51 456 ; to Pethor which is. by. the River, to the land of
the children of his people, denotes which Interprets the truths from
selfish love, and from knowledges most external, because Pethor
means uttering, interpretin,g, explaining, and therefore -denotes these
things, spiritually, 5168, 6620; the River, or the Euphrates, denotes
knowledges most external, 1585, 1866, 120, and the land of the
children of his people, denotes, in this case, a state of selfish love,
1733, 1992 , 4 1 1 2 ; a people come up from Egypt, denotes the man of
the Spiritual Church delivered from the tyranny of the merely
natural life, 8866; covering- the face of the earth, denotes having
been instructed in Divine Truths in all fulness, 2576; and abiding
over against Balak, denotes opposition to adulterated good, 1293,
'690 7.

1. The children of Israel journeying, denotes that the man of the
Spiritual Church advances towards the heavenly life, 3654, 1457;
pitching in the plains of Moab, denotes coming into a state of the
adulteration of good, 1616, 2468; and beyond Jordan by Jericho,
denotes as to the external man who is in the knowledges of goodness
and truth, 1585, 10,300 end.

2. By Balak the son of Zippor seeing what Israel had done to
the Amorites is denoted ,that the evil derived from the falsity of

6. "CaIne now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people," denotes
that the destruction of the spiritual man is desired, 245; "for they
are too mighty for me," denotes that falsity cannot withstand
truths, 83 IS ; "peradventure I shall prevail that we may smite them,"
denotes that it may possibly prevail, and do injury,. 3927, 6758;
"that I Inay drive them out of the land," denotes In order that
truths may be separated, 386; and "for I know that he whom thou
blessest is blessed, and he -whom thou cursest is cursed," denotes
being possessed by the delusion that falsity of this kind is all
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powerful, and is either able to effect conjunction with heaven or to
cause aversion from it, ver. 5, 3530 , 245.

7. The elders of Moab, and the elders of Midian, denote those
who .are in adulterated good and in its falsities, ver. 4; departing
with the rewards of divination in their hand, denotes seeking to gain
communication with them who teach truths from selfish principles,
9927, '39$6, 3698, 878; and their coming unto Balaam and speaking
the words of Balak, denotes exciting and stimulating in them the
love of reward, and having done so to scatter the fears of adulterated
good, and aid those who desire to throw off the influence of the
spiritual man, 1853, vers, 5, 6.

8. Balaam saying, "Lodge here this night," denotes that the false
prophet, from his selfishness, temporizes with the insinuations of
evil and falsity, suggesting delay in the state of obscurity, 8002,
1712; "and I will bring you word again as the Lord shall speak
unto me," denotes, evidently, that an answer shall be given according
to the Word of the Lord, 1288, 295i, 2001; and the' princes of Moab
abiding with Balaam, denotes that corrupted good and its falsities
abides with those who would teach the truth for selfish purposes,
1482, 2468, ver. 5.

9. God coming unto Balaam, denotes that Divine Truth also has
influence with them externally, 2001, 1853, ver. 5; and saying,
"What men are these with thee? " denotes the suggestion of inquiry
as to the. quality of evil influences, 1822, 2693, ver. 4..

10. Balaam saying un to God, "Balak the son of Zippor, king of
Moab, hath sent unto me saying," denotes that confession is made
that evil from the falsity of corrupted good insinuates, ver. 5, 1822,
2001, ver. 2.

11. "Behold, the people is come out of Egypt," denotes that the
man of the Spiritual Church is delivered, 8866; "it covereth the face
of the earth," denotes that he has been instructed fully, 2576; "now,
come curse me them," denotes that corrupted good desires the sup
pression of him, 245; his coming out from Egypt also, evidently,
denotes predominance in the external man, 1851; and" peradventure
I shall be able to fight against them, and shall drive them out,"
denotes if possible to fight against him, and to destroy him, 1664, 386.

12. God saying unto Balaam, denotes that the false prophet or
teacher perceives from the Word in his understanding, 2001, 1822,
ver. 5; "Thou shalt not go with them," denotes that he ought not
to be associated with corrupted good and its falsities, 3335, ver. 4;
"Thou shalt not curse. the people," denotes that the man of the
church is not averted from the Lord, 245; and" for they are blessed,"
denotes that he has conjunction with Him, 3530 •

13. Balaam rising up in the morning, denotes a state of illustra
tion, superstition and fear, 7306; it is said superstition and, fear,
because these are the states, as to the understanding and will, of the
false prophet, 28263 ; his saying to the princes of Balak, "Get you to
your land," denotes that he desires to separate himself from corrupted
good and its falsities, 1822, 1842, ver. 2, 2468; and "for the Lord
refuseth to give me leave to go with you," denotes that the power
of Pivine Truth prevails with him in that state, because although
Jehovah denotes Divine Good, this is not realized by the false
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prophet except in externals; and to refuse in this case signifies the
operation of Divine Truth, as it were, separate from Divine Good,
2001, 4990.

14. The princes of Moab rising up and going unto Balak, and
saying, "Balaam refuseth to come with us," denotes that, conse
quently, evil and its falsity are apparently separated from com
munication with the Word falsified; and it is 'perceived by the
corrupted man that he cannot avail himself of its influence, 1842,
2465, 3335, ver. 5, 4990.

IS. Balak sending yet again princes more honourable than they,
denotes that still corrupted good is persistent, and again communi
cates with the false teacher by exciting in him the love of reward'
more intensely, ver. 2, 4239, 1842, 8897.

16. Their coming to Balaam and saying unto him, "Thus saith
Balak the son of Zippor, 'Let nothing, ,I pray thee, hinder thee
from coming unto me,'" denotes that thence the false teacher per
ceives from the evil derived from the falsity of adulterated good
that he ought by all means to be conjoined with the evil of corrupted
good, veT. 5, 1822, ver. 2, 5934. It is said here, "conjoined," and
not merely" to communicate," or "to be present," on account of the
words "let nothing hinder thee," which clearly denote strong desire,
3173 on Gen. xxiv. 56, taking the term "hinder," or "delay," or
"keep back," in the opposi.te sense here implied. '

17. "For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and whatso
ever thou sayest unto me I will do," denotes that the love of honour
and glory and reward and evil is willing, for the sake of its own
ends, to be submissive to the power of the Word falsified, ver. 5,
ver. 2, 8897; and" Come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people,"
denotes that evil eagerly desires the destruction of genuine truths,
ver. 2, 245, 1295.

18. Balaam answering and saying unto the servants of Balak,
denotes that the false teacher thinks from the evident force of the
truth, ver. 5, 6943, ver. 2; and "If Balak would give me his house
full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord
my God to do less or more," denotes that although corrupted good
should be able, externally, to enrich him with all. abundance of
truths and good affections, yet it is impossible to exceed the limits
of Divine Truth, which outwardly controls the wicked and compels
their obedience, ver. 2, 5619, 1488, 425, 3335, 1288, 2001, 5264.

19. "Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye here this night that 1 may
know what the Lord will speak unto me more," denotes that yet
under the influence of selfish love, which causes obscurity, he still
temporizes, in the hope that even the Lord Himself may change,
ver, 5, 3613, 1712, 2230, 2001, 2951•

20. God coming to Balaam at night and saying unto him, denotes
that therefore, according to his state of obscurity, he perceives from
Divine Truth when selfish impulses and thoughts are strong, 2001,
ver. 5, 1712, 1822; it is said "when selfish impulses and thoughts
are strong," because the messengers of Balak and their message
involve this, verso 15, 16, the men representing Balak, ver. 2, and
their coming and calling Balaarn, denote presence and influx, 7955;
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Balaarn rISIng up and going with the messengers, denotes that the
false teacher is drawn on by evil and falsity, 2401, 3335; and" but
only the word that I speak unto thee, that shalt thou' do," denotes
that still he is aware that he cannot exceed the force of Divine
T'ru th from the Lord, ver. 18.

2 I. Balaam rising up in the morning, saddling his ass, and 'going
with the princes of Moab, denotes that therefore, in another state
of illustration, he is roused to activity, adapting the rational faculty
of the natural man to his selfish aspirations, and proceeding to com
munication with adulterous good, ver. 5, 2~01, 7306, 2781, 3335;
verso 15, 16. .

22. God's anger being kindled because he went, denotes that by so
doing he is averted from Divine Truth, 2001, 5798; the angel of the
Lord placing himself in the way for an adversary against him,
denotes that it cannot but be opposed actually to .his fallacies and
infatuation, 6280, 2799 2 °, 9314; and Balaam riding upon his ass,
and his t\VO servants with him, denotes that he is' led forward by
delusive argumen ts supported by external appearances of good and
truth, 27616, 278 1, 9034, 5194.

23. The ass seeing the angel of the Lord standing in the way,
with his sword drawn in his hand, denotes that the Rational; in spite
ofits condition, perceives Divine Truth, from Divine Good as its
opponent, and also its power to destroy falsity, 2781, 2 ISO, 6280,
27992 C, 3136, 4861; the ass turning aside out of the way and going
into the field, denotes diversion from the path of error, and tendency
toconjunction with good, 2781, 2330, 2971 ; and Balaam smiting the
ass to turn her into the way, denotes that the affection of falsity
perverts the Rational, and forces it to bend to its requirements, ver. 5,
6758, 4861.

24. The angel of the Lord standing in a hollow way between the
vineyards, denotes that the progress of error is opposed by Divine
Truth from Divine Good, as manifested in the obscure perception of
spiritual truths, 6280, 2799 2 0 , 3136, 4715, 4861, 1071; and a fence
being on this side and a fence on that side, denotes limitation by the
appearances of good and. truth in the external or natural man, 6419.
4410. In this verse, the "hollow way " is taken to mean the same
asa valley, and reference is made accordingly, because the Hebrew
expression is fanned from a word which means the palm or hollow
of the hand; and as it is here applied in connection with the fences,
plainly signifies a state of the obscure perception of truth peculiar to
those in the condition represented by Balaam.

25. The ass seeing the angel of the Lord, denotes that still the
Rational perceives that Divine Truth, as before, is opposed to it,
2781, 2 ISO, 6280, 2799 2 0 ; thrusting herself against the "vall denotes
being deluded by appearances, and strongly drawn to them, 6419;
crushing Balaam's foot against the wall, denotes that the natural
affections are injured, 2162; and smiting the ass again, denotes that
again the affection of falsity perverts the Rational to cause' it to
err, vera 22.

26. The angel of the Lord going farther, and standing in a narrow
place where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to
the left, denotes that yet again the progress of error is impeded by
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Divine Truth from Divine Good in the state where falsity is confirmed,
and where, therefore, no divergence from the path of error is possible,
6280, 3335, 3136, 37 16, 285115, 4861, 44 10, 10,702.

27. The ass seeing the angel of the Lord, denotes that still the
Rational perceives the opposition of Divine Truth from Divine Good,
6280, 2 ISO, 2799 2 0 ; lying down under Balaam, denotes prostration at
the same time by the force of truth on the one hand and falsity on
the other, 6390, 9257, 6280, ver. 5; Balaam's anger being kindled,
denotes the confirmation of the false principle and aversion from
the truth, 57g8; and smiting the ass with his staff, denotes that the
Rational is still more injured by ultimate falsified truths, 6758, 4876.

28. The Lord opening the mouth of the ass, denotes that yet even
then the Rational has power, from the Lord, to utter truths, 6987,
2781; saying unto Balaam, denotes perception, 1822; Balaam, as
the rider of the ass, denotes the depraved will, 8265; and "vVhat
have I done unto thee that thou hast smitten me these three times? "
denotes a charge of injustice as to the rejection of good, ver. 23, the
rejection of truth, ver. 25, and confirmation in errors, ver. 27.

29. Balaam saying unto the ass, denotes that the Rational per
ceives, or, in other words, that the wicked man is compelled to
acknowledge, 1822; "Because thou hast mocked me," denotes that
the Rational is naturally opposed to evil and error, 2781, 2403; and
"I would there were a sword in my hand, for now I had killed
thee," denotes that evil desires the destruction of the Rational by
means of falsity, through which all sense of right and wrong is
obliterated, 2799, 878, 4727.

30. The ass saying unto Balaam, "Am not I thine ass upon
which thou hast ridden all thy life long unto this day?" denotes
that yet, in spite of all, Divine Good speaks through the Rational,
and insinuates that it is the servant of the will; and has been
obedient to it through the course of life, 2781, 1822, 8265, 4-366,
2838; "'\l'as I ever wont to do so unto thee?" denotes that the
Rational is never uninfluenced by the will, 2781, 5755, 8265;. and
Balaam saying, "Nay," denotes that this the corrupted man is
compelled to acknowledge, 1822, 8265.

31. The Lord opening the eyes of Balaarn, denotes that now, there
fore, even the false teacher is caused to perceive, 2001, 212, vera 5;
his seeing the angel of the Lord standing in the way, with his
sword drawn in his hand, denotes that Divine Truth from Divine
Good is totally opposed to him, and that truth is destructive of
falsity, 2150, 6280, 3136, 4861, 2799 2 0 ; and his bowing his head and
falling on his face, denotes that, externally, he is submissive both
as to the understanding and will, 2153, 5145, 1999.

32. The angel of the Lord saying unto him, "vVherefore hast
thou smitten thine ass these three times?" denotes that, from the
Lord, the false teacher perceives that he has abused the Rational,
has rejected good and truth, and has confirmed himself in falsity,
6280, ver. 28; and "behold, I am come forth for an adversary
because thy way is perverse," or headlong, or ruined "before me,"
denotes that Divine Truth must necessarily oppose him, because of
his perverted state, 6280, 93 14, 4861, 9252, 9265.
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'33. "And the ass saw me, and turned aside before me these three
times," denotes that the Rational in every case had perceived the
truth, and had been disposed to avoid error, 2781, 21.50, 6280, 6226,
222; an,d'" unless she had turned aside from me, surely no\v I had
even slain thee and saved her alive," denotes that unless this had
been so, liberty of choice could not have been left to the corrupted
will, even when the Rational was free, 6226, 4727, 726.

34. Balaam saying unto the angel of the Lord, "I have sinned,"
denotes that the corrupted will now perceives that it has opposed
Divine Truth, 4839; "for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way
against me," denotes that it' has been blinded by selfish desires,
2230, 3136, 4861, ver. 5; and" now therefore, if it displease thee,
I will get Hie back again," denotes that, from selfish fear, it is
willing to be outwardly obedient, 4839, 4069. It is said here "'by
selfish desires," and" from selfish fear," because such is the state
of those confirmed in evil by falsity, as the context shows.

35. The angel of the Lord saying unto Balaam, "Go with the men,"
denotes that Divine 'Truth teaches that every man must be left to
act according to reason and liberty, 6280, 1822, ver, 5, 3335, verso IS,
16, 10,612; H only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that shalt
thou speak," denotes that yet the Divine Providence secretly controls
all things for the best, 1288, 2951, 10,774, 10,779; and Balaam going
with the princes of Balak, denotes that thus the corrupted man
decides in favour of his own selfish desires, ver. 5, 3335, verso 15, 16.'

36. Balak hearing that Balaam was come, denotes that therefore
the state of adulterated good is intensified by, communication with
the corrupted understanding, ver. 2, 3869, ver, 5, 1853; his going
out to meet him unto the City of Moab, denotes that the will flows
into the understanding and conjoins itself therewith in accommodated
doctrine, 4247, 402, 2468; and the city being on the border of Arnon,
in the utmost part of the border, denotes that, in this case, it is the
conjunction of evil with falsity on the ultimate plane of life, 8063,
chap. xxi. 13, 26.

37. Balak saying unro Balaam, "Did I not earnestly send unto
thee to call thee? " denotes that the corrupted understanding perceives
from the impulses of the depraved will that it desires to confirm its,
state by falsities, ver. 2, 1822, ver. 5, 6047; "Wherefore earnest thou
not unto 111e?" denotes plainly, "Why, then, has there been hesita
tion? " verso 12, 13; and" Am I not able indeed to promote thee to
honour?" denotes that selfish love is able to promote and exalt its
votaries, ver. 2.

38. Balaam saying unto Balak, '" Lo, I am come unto thee; have
I now any power at all to speak unto thee? The word that God
putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak," denotes that the corrupted
will now perceives from the light of truth itself, present in the
corrupted understanding, that indeed it desires to gratify selfish
love, but that it cannot overcome the power of genuine truth, and
must, even from selfish considerations, comply with its requirements,
ver. 5, 1822, ver. 2, 5934; ver. 35·

39. 'Balaam going with Balak, and their' corning to Kiriath-huzoth,
denotes that therefore the conjunction of the corrupted understand
ing and the depraved will is, as yet, most external, because by
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Klriath-huzoth is meant the city of streets, of courts, of out-fields,
of suburbs, .and thus it denotes an external state, or a state most
external, 2336, 3271, 7407, I...ev. xxv, 34, 6078•

40. Balak sacrificing oxen and sheep, and sending to Balaam and
the princes that were with him, denotes that the depraved will now
influences the understanding by the force of its affections external
and internal, and thus makes that conjunction a little stronger, ver..a,
92 3, 2180, 4239, ver. 5, 1482•

4 I. It coming to pass in the morning denotes the occurrence of
a state of illustration, 4979, 7306; Balak taking Balaarn, and bringing
him up into the high places of Baal, denotes the falsities from selfish
love from which is corrupted worship, 2722, 10,642; and his seeing
from thence the utmost part of the people denotes that the corrupted
understanding is gifted, for the time being, with the perception of
the opposing truths of the church remotely, 2ISO, 3695, 1259.

In commenting upon this most interesting chapter, even in its
literal sense, let ~s, to begin with, consider all together the first
three sections. The picture in general is the state of the church,
when so far depraved as to be confirmed in its state of adulterated
good. And this is evident from the whole contents of this chapter
in its internal sense, and also from the contents of the two chapters
following; as well as from what is said in ver. I, namely, that the
children of Israel pitched in the plains of Moab, beyond Jordan, at
Jericho. For by pitching a tent is here denoted the conjunction of
falsity with evil; beyond the Jordan manifestly signifying as to the
external man, and by Jericho some knowledge of good and truth in
that state. But it must not be forgotten that the children of Israel,
specifically, denote the true church as to its internal state in this
narrative.

But next we have to consider the signification of Balak the son
of Zippor the king of the Moabites, and his fear of the Israelites;
and as Balak means what wastes and destroys, it is clear that he
denotes the inmost principle of evil which corrupts good, this being
derived from the falsity signified by Zippor, which means a bird or
sparrow, and some suppose this was only a particular name of
Balak, while others think it may have been the name of the former
king of Moab (chap. xxi. 26), whom Sihon the king of the Amorites
had conquered ; but in any case it is clear that Zippor, from corre
spondence, denotes the falsity productive of the evil denoted by
Balak ; that is, the falsity derived from the evil of selfish love, for

, evidently this is that by which good from the Lord is adulterated.
For in Ps. lxxxiv. 3, the sparrow denotes spiritual truth (A.E. 39111),
but here in the opposite sense, falsity; and if we take the Hebrew word
to mean a sparrow in particular, and not a bird in general, then, as
being one of the smaller birds, it will correspond to the falsity from
selfish love acting through the sensual love, namely, that sensual love
into which man is first born, and which first adulterates good from the
Lord. ' Our lesson, therefore, in this connection is that we must be
particularly careful in not allowing our good to be contaminated with
such falsity. But we now learn also another lesson, namely, that they
who are confirmed in evil, like those here represented by Balak .and
the Moabites, are inspired with fears, by the proximity of spiritual
good and truth, not, however, because these are the cause of any
fear, but on account of the opposition and aversion of the wicked
themselves to what is good and true, and because this fear is
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intensified by the falsities in which they are confirmed, as is shown
by the spiritual sense of ver. 4. For the Midianites denote ~uch

falsities, as we have already seen. And here, too, we ma~ be
reminded that "in general all who in the hells are ruled by fears
(H.R. 543), and also that" there is no fear in love: but perfect love
casteth out fear, because fear hath punishment; and he that feareth
is not made perfect in love" (I John iv. 18). Hence, therefore, we
may now understand well the spiritual meaning of Balak and the
Moabites, and also of the Midianites, who play so important a part
in. this history.

But now Balak sends messengers' to the false prophet Balaam,
And it is particularly interesting to observe, again, how the meaning
of the proper names gives their correspondence, and also how the
sense derived from the combination of these correspondences coheres
with the subject and with the series of the internal sense of verso
5-7. And consider here two points. First of Tall corrupted good, .in
its confirmed .state, v.alues the truth of the \i\ ord, and seeks by Its
means, as' falsified by the corrupted understanding, to secure its
ends, which, of course, are selfish ends. And this thing, as, indeed,
we know from history, has actually taken place in former perverted
churches; and also there is a strong tendency in the. unregenerated
and yet imperfect man of the church thus to act. And, secondly,
the corrupted understanding is excited and stimulated by the love
of reward, and for the sake of such reward is willing, if it only be
permitted, to curse instead of to bless, good' and true spiritual
principles, or the church which is the embodiment of such principles.
Let every person, therefore, search in his o~n heart and mind, and
beware of these two things, in his own case, in .order that his
progress in regeneration l1lay not be hindered thereby. 'For evils in
ourselves cannot be overcome if we do not know that they are
evils; we cannot know this unless we see them to be so by means
of the truth; and they cannot be seen unless they appear. .And this
accounts for the fact that people begin to be tempted when they have
established in themselves some principles of truth.

And now the fourth section provides us with more food for reflec
tion. It is plain from the signification of Balak and Balaam that
the one represents evil and the other falsity,. and therefore, ~lso, that
by Balak sending messengers to Balaam IS denoted the Influx pi
evil into falsity, or influx from the hells with those who are disposed
to confirm falsities from their selfish love of reward. And therefore,
also, by Balaam saying to Balak's messengers, "Lodge here' this
night," is denoted the encouragement all of us are disposed to give
to evil influences; and it will be seen in the sequel of this history,
both literally and spiritually, what the final result of giving such
encouragement is, when it is persisted in. Hence, then, let the
man of the church determine early in his life to steadily oppose the
impulses of evil in himself by the adoption of truth from the Lord
through the Word in sincerity, and not for selfish and hypocritical
purposes, as in the case of Balaam and those whom he represents.
For it is certain that he who deliberately makes use of what he
knows to be the truth simply to gain his own ends .is in a very
dangerous position. But now see, in the next place, what the
natural effect of the reception of the truth into our minds really is.
For by God coming to Balaam in the night is signified that, even
when we are inclined to entertain and temporize with the evil
delights intensified in us by wicked spirits, conscience speaks to us
and urges us to examine ourselves as to the quality of our merely
natural appetites and passions. And thus' what in the literal sense

of the Word applies to only one person, in the spiritual sense is
applicable to all men. And besides this, observe here that the term
" God," has especial reference to the truth, while the term Lord,
or Jehovah, has reference to good. A.nd thirdly, note the confession
of Balaam. In the light of the Truth, the corrupted man kno;vs
the quality of the evil that besets him, and he also knows the quality
of the true church; and yet, internally, he hates the good and the
true and cherishes the evil. For what Balak wishes in this, case,
is the wish of Balaam also. This account therefore, looked at in
ternally, really shows how the corrupted understanding at last
becomes one with the corrupted will, and rejects the truth, even as
the will has rejected the love of it. And yet, while the state of
probation lasts he is not without the capacity to see' the truth, nor
without the capacity to adopt it.in sincerity. And moreover, fr0!TI
his fear of the consequences, he IS able outwardly to conform to it,
as the last verses of the section show.

But before concluding we have, again, two considerations to im
press upon ourselves. For first of all, the truth teaches that man is
forbidden to associate himself with what is false and evil, but on the
contrary, to reject them. And therefore it is the primary work of every
man in his regeneration, to avoid evil as a sin, and not merely to do so
because it is dangerous or hurtful. . Balaam sent back the messengers,
but only through selfish fear; the sincere man, on the cootrary, rejects
evil, and also falsity, because they are oppose~ to what IS good, and
on that ace-aunt are equally opposed to what IS true. And secondly,
the truth cannot, from its very nature, cause harm to anyone, nor
can it cause the aversion from good which is involved in cursing; but
on the other hand, it leads inevitably to a state of good, and there
fore it is the means of conjunction with the Lord, by love. And so
it is well for us just. at this point also, to emphas~ze the fact, th~t

it is evilTtself that constitutes hell, and goodness Itself that consti
tutes heaven, and consequently that where eVil. is, truth cannot abide,
while where good is, what is false cannot abide permanently.

But, coming to the fifth section, we have particularly to notice
that it describes the decision of the will to act contrary to the
teaching of the truth, and this is evident in the beginning, from the
fact that Balak now sends to the false prophet princes more and
more honourable than the former. That is, while the number of
the messengers were increased, their dignity was al~o greater, thus
indicating, spiritually, an appe.al to the selfish affections, as well as
to the intellect proud of its acquirements and its powers. And that
is the reason why, in the first appeal, the messengers say, "For I
know that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou
cursest is cursed," whereas in the second the insinuation is, "I will
promote thee unto very great honour, and whatsoever thou say~st

unto me I will do." Hence, therefore, we may here remember With
advantage that every man, having the opportunity of. being regener
ated, is required to make the decision whether he will or not, both
from. his understanding and his will, and, indeed, principally from
the will, because this is the real man, and the understanding only so
far as it agrees with .the will. And, again, another important point
now before us is that, whatever may be the state of him who is
confirmed in wickedness, as to the understanding or the will, signified
by silver and gold, or whatever may be his attitude towards truth
and goodness, yet. still the Lord governs h!I1! by Divine. Tru~h, and
compels his obedience to the laws of DIVIne Order In his' own
sphere and on his own plane; not, indeed, that either Divine Good
or Divine Truth compel, but that the fear of suffering, or punish~ent

BB2
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with the wicked man and also with infernals does this. For it
must be. r:lanifest. fro~ the character of selfish love that finally,
through this fear, It will prefer a life of constrained obedience (Matt.
xxv. 46; .H:H. ;1-80, 543)~ to a life of perpetual punishment; and
therefore It IS said of the infernals, who are permitted for the wisest
of reasons (H.R. 696) to inflict punishment on others, that these
governors dare not pass beyond the limits prescribed for them
(H.H. 543). Hence, now we see the exact spiritual value of the
words uttered by Balaam : "I cannot go beyond the word of the
Lor~ my Go~, to. do less or more." And that this actually refers to
the Infern~ls IS evident from the representation of Balak and Balaam,

One point more, however, remains to be noticed and that is that
the L?rd &ives Hi~ ~onsent for Balaam to go \vith the messengers.
Why IS this P I t IS In order to teach the eternal truth that neither
the. Divine Being Himself, nor any angel of heaven, ever compels
an Infernal to act contrary to his own will. And hence we see that in
the next section, which lTIUSt now be considered it is said that
God's anger ~as kin:Iled because he went, and that the angel of the
Lord placed himself In the way for an adversary against him. And
this requires particular attention. For God, or the Lord as to His
Divine Truth, 2001, is never angry, nor does the Lord, or the Divine
Good, ever act as an adversary. But it is the wicked man himself
who is opposed to Divine Truth, and thus causes the appearance of
anger and opp.osition in the Lord. For if the Lord were really the
change?-ble Being that. the states of man cause Him to appear to be,
the unIyerse could neither have been created, nor could it be pre
served. . Let man th~r~for~ be as careful in distinguishing between
appearances and realities In the Word of the Lord as the scientist
is in doing so with regard to the Works of the Lord in creation.
And, proceeding to the other section, we see further the need of this
caution. The app~aranc~ was .that the ass saw the angel of the
Lord by means of ItS, ordinary SIght, but the reality was that it saw
by .spiritua.1 sight; and also the appearance was that the ass spoke,
while yet. It was not the ass but the angel. For it is not possible
for material eyes to see anything in the spiritual world, nor had the
ass 4the power to speak and t~in~ rational!y, 1880, 1637, 1.638, A.E.,
140. Before, however, considering the Internal sense, It may be
observed, by way of illustration, that although animals do not live
for ever, because they have not the higher degrees of life yet still
their life is from the .spiritual world, for "the wonderful l~nowledge
which is, ~s it were, implanted in every animal is generally known"
(H.H. 1.08); they have also a "spiritual part" (H.R. 435); and" he
who believes that natural heat produces their loves is much deceived
for there is an influx of the spiritual world into the natural and not
of the r:at~ral world. in~o the spiritual; and all love is' spiritual
because It IS of t~e life Itself" (H.H. 567); from all which it may
be comprehended, In some measure, how the ass of Balaam was able
to see the angel of the Lord.

And now, in taking a general review of the spiritual sense of the
rest of the chapter, it will be best to consider the three states in which
the corrupted man is, as he advances in the path of evil and error
the first being a state of enlightenment, and freedom nevertheless t~
~ct .according to his evil will; the second being a state of obscu~ity
limited by the appearance of good and· truth in the external or
natural man; and the third being a state in which falsity is con
firmed, and there is no divergence f.rom the path of error, as appears
from verso 21, 24, and 26 respectively, And can we not see that
these are all brought about by every wicked man himself in his

determination to act contrary to the truth which he knows, indeed,
but ?oes not love? Th~re is n? wonder, therefore, that it appears
to hIm through hIS rational mind as the angel of the Lord with
a s\:,~rd dra:vn in his hand, as an angel because it is in reality truth,
conjoined With good, and with a sword because of the opposition
between truth and falsity. And here we come to a thing- that is
very remarkable, Balaam expresses no sur.prise when the Lord
opened the 1110uth of the ass, but replies to him as if it was quite a
natur~l event. Herein, therefore, is set forth a C0111mOn spiritual
experience. For those represented by Balaam know very well indeed
that the Lord speaks to them through their rational faculty and
condemns their wickedness, even as the ass reproved the false prophet.
But yet this fact does not make them value the power of reason as
they should by ascribing it to the Lord, and following its teaching.
On the contrary, it excites their rage, and enkindles in them a strorur
de~ire to destroy. in themselves the power of seeing the truth. An~l
this, 111oreover,. IS what actually comes to pass with him who is
confirmed in wickedness. And so it follows that the corrupted man
is compelled to acknowledge that the Rational is always the faithful
servant of the will, and, from the Lord, would never lead man astray.

But, again, we have a most interesting point. The Lord opened
the eyes of Balaam. . That is, literally, He opened his spiritual
sight so that he might see the angel with the drawn sword; but
spiritually, He elevates the understanding- of the corrupted man, so
that he perceives his 'own opposition to Divine Truth; that he has
perverted his rational faculty by the abuse of his liberty; that now
he can only be externally obedient from fear, and that, in spite of
his wish to the contrary, he will yet be compelled to speak and act
according to the truth. This, therefore, really is a summary of the
spiritual teaching, from verso ~I-~5 inclusive, and involves most
weighty truths concerning the final state of a bad man. And we
proceed now to consider the remainder of the chapter. For careful
thought, in connection with the correspondences of the Word, will
show that it describes the conjunction of the corrupted will and
understanding in the ultimate plane of life; and at the same time
that the understanding is still capable of being- elevated' so as to
perceive truths, under certain circumstances, that is, when separated,
for the time being, from the depraved will. And concerning this, as
a conclusion, we here transcribe the following: "Evil spirits are
sometimes seen turned towards the quarters of heaven, and then
they have the intelligence and perception of truth, but no affection
for goood; and therefore as soon as they turn themselves backwards
to their own quarters, they cease to be in the intelligence and in
the perception of truth, and say that the truths which they had
before heard and perceived are not truths, but falsities; they also
wish falsities to be truths. I am informed with regard to this
turning, that with the evil the understanding can be so turned, but
not the will ; and that this is provided of the Lord to the intent that
everyone may be able to see and acknowledge truths, but no one
receives them unless he is in good, because it is good which receives
truths, and never evil. The case is similar with man, in order that
he may be amended by truths; but still he is not amended any
further than he is in good. On this account man can, in like manner,
be. turned to the Lord, but if he is in evil as to life, he soon turns
himself back again, and confirms in himself the falsities of his evil
in opposition to the truths which he had understood and seen; and
this takes place when he thinks within himself from his own interior
state" (H.H. TS3).
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUl\tll\-IARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAP1~ER XXIII

3· And Balaam said unto 3. And it seems to cor-
Balak, Stand by thy burnt, rupted good that such worship
offering, andI will go; per- must be genuine and constant;
adventure the LORD will also that there is aspiration
come to meet me : and what- under the influence of falsified
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truths, after interior communi
cation with the Lord, and the
desire that selfish worship may
be accepted; also that thus the
corrupted man is to be en
lightened. But in this worship
there ,is no genuine good or
truth.

4· Although there is ex
ternal communication. And
therefore the corrupted man is
fully persuaded that he is in
genuine worship both as to the
natural and spiritual minds.

5· Moreover, there is influx
from the Divine Good by
Divine Truth into the intellect
of the corrupted man giving
the perception that although,
interiorly, he is in adulterated
good, yet, exteriorly, he must
utter genuine truths.

6. And therefore now, the
corrupted man receives revela
tion according to his state
which is that of earnest ex
ternal worship without inter
nal both as to will and under
standing.

7· And hence there is per
ception from the Word
through its genuine literal
sense in which is the spiritual
sense, that adulterated good
surely desires the knowledges
of g-ood and truth; also that
falsified truth thence is given
externally, for conjunction by
!ov~ wi~h the Lord, while yet
It IS Inwardly in aversion
therefrom both as to natural
and spiritual realities;

8. And is compelled to ac
knowledge, nevertheless, that
what is manifestly true cannot
be false; and that what is

7· And he took up his
parable, and said,

From Aram hath
Balak brought me,

The king- of Moab
from the mountains
of the East:

Come, curse me Jacob,
And come, defy

Israel. .

soever he sheweth me I will
tell thee. And he went to a
bare height.

8. How shall I curse
whom God hath not
cursed?

4. And God met Balaam :
and he said unto him, I
have prepared the seven
altars, and I have offered up
a bullock and a ram on every
altar.

5. And the LORD put a
word in Balaam's mouth,
and said, Return unto
Balak, and thus thou shalt
speak.

6. And he returned unto
him, and, 10, he stood by

, his burnt offering, he, and
all the princes of Moab.

I. And now there is percep
tion from falsified truths with
him who is' in adulterated
good, that the Lord must be
worshipped 'Superstitiously
from natural and spiritual
affections apparently in all
completeness and in all holi
ness.

2. And this is actually
effected; for natural affection
and spiritual affection, seem to
be in true worship as to will
and understanding.

2. And Balak did as
Balaam had spoken; and
Balak and Balaam offered
on every altar a bullock and
a ram.

I. On the false worship of those who are in adulterated good, from
selfish love 1110St external, in order that there may be, with the man
of the true church, aversion from the Lord, vets. 1-6.

2.' But the corrupted understanding which is internally in agree
ment with the depraved will, is compelled, nevertheless, externally,
and yet truly, to show that the good man has conjunction with the
Lord, verso 7-12.

3. Secondly, the same false worship is continued with the same
object; the will and understanding of the corrupted man are 1110re
closely conjoined in another state; and they receive revelation again
contrary to their wish, verso 13-26.

4. And, thirdly, they still desire to make a final effort to shake off
the influence of the good and the true, in a state of the interior will,
from which they discern that they are about to be quite desolated as
to both, verso 27-30.

I. And Balaam said unto
Salak, Build me here' seven
altars, and prepare me here
seven bullocks and seven
rams.
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And how shall I defy,
whom the LORn
hath not defied?

9. For from the top of
the rocks I see him,

And from the hills I
behold him:

La, it is a people that
dwell alone,

And shall not be reck
oned among the
nations.

10. Who can count the
dust of Jacob,

Or number the fourth
part of Israel?

Let me die the death
of the righteous,

And let my last end be
'like his!

II. And Balak said unto
Balaam, What hast thou
done unto me? I took thee
to curse mine enemies, and,
behold, thou hast blessed
them altogether.

12. And he answered and
said, IV1 ust I not take heed
to ... speak that which the
[,ORD putteth in nlY mouth?

13· And Balak said unto
hi.rn, Come, I pray thee,
with me unto another place,

manifestly good cannot be
evil.

9. For all natural truths are
seen from natural good, .and
all spiritual truths are seen
from spiritual good, and both
are manifestations of the
Lord; while the man of the
Spiritual Church is .in faith
conjoined with charity, nor can
he be in the prevailing love of
evils. .

10. Nor is the qualify of the
regenerated natural man as to
the abundance of truth, or of
the will of the regenerated
spiritual man as to conjunction
with the Lord, known to any
but the Lord Himself. And
even the corrupted man ap
pears to be desirous of regen
eration, and this too, both as
to the will and understanding.

II. And it is perceived by
the corrupted man in spite of
his .evil state, not only that he
is essentially in evil and de
sires the destruction of good
and truth, but also that these
are utterly opposed to him, be
cause they are from the Lord
and give conjunction with
Him.

12. But still, in externals,
he acknowledges the Lord and
His Word, and is compelled
to put on the appearance of
reverence for it, and even to
utt~r its precepts, as if they
proceeded from igenuine faith
and charity on his part.

13. But now a change of
state takes place, in which the
corrupted will and the per-

from whence thou mayest
see them; thou shalt see but
the utmost part of them, and
shalt not see them all: and
curse me them from thence.

14- And he took him into
the field of Zophim, to. the
top of Pisgah, and built
seven altars, and offered up
a bullock and a ram on
every altar.

15. And he said unto
Balak, Stand here by thy
burnt offering, while I meet
the Lord yonder.

16. And the LORD met
Balaam, and put a word in
his mouth, and said, Return
unto Balak, and thus shalt
thou speak.

17. And he came to him,
and, 10, he' stood by his
burnt offering, and the
princes of Moab with him.
And Balak said unto him,
What hath the LORD
spoken?

18. And he took up his
parable, and said,

Rise up, Balak, and
hear;

Hearken unto me,
thou son of Zippor :

19. God is not a man, that
he should lie;

Neither the son of
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verted understanding are more
closely conjoined; and then
there is another perception of
opposing goods and truths
somewhat more internal, the
desire to cause aversion con
tinuing.

14. For, under the influence
of selfish love the understand
ing contemplates the truths of
the church, and investigates
their quality preparing again
to simulate genuine worship
both as to the natural and
spiritual affections.

IS. And again such worship
is continued and communica
tion with the Lord is sought
for,

16. Such communication
being .granted according to the
state, while still the corrupted
understanding is interiorly
conjoined with adulterated
good,

17. And this conjunction
actually takes place while
there is yet more earnest de
votion as to both affection and
thought, revelation fr~m the'
Lord being eagerly desired.

18. And hence this is given
from the genuine truth of the
Word in which is the spiritual
sense, namely, that adulterated
good must be elevated as to
the understanding, that it may
perceive the good and truth of
the Word,

19. And must learn indeed,
that Divine Truth is not like
human thought, changeable
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people 24. And the regenerated
as a. natural, acting from regener

ated spiritual affection, is all

man, that he should
repent:

Hath he said, and
shall he not do it?

Or hath. he spoken,
and shall he not
make it good?

20. Behold, I have re-
ceived 'comman,d-
meni to bless:

And he hath blessed,
and I cannot reverse
it.

I. He hath not beheld
iniquity in Jacob,

Neither hath he seen
" perverseness in Is

.' rael:
The LORD his God IS

with him,
~~nd the shout of a

king is among them"

22. God bringeth them
forth out of Egypt;

He hath as it were the
strength of the. wild
ox.

23. Surely there is no
enchantment with
Jacob,

Neither is there any
divination with Is
rael:

N ow shall it be said of
Jacob and of Israel,

What hath God
wrought!

24. Behold, the
riseth up
lioness,

and liable to err; and that
Divine Good is not like human
affection, variable and need
ing repentance; for what is
essentially true, that the
Divi.ne Being always does;
and what is essentially good,
that He always promotes.

20. Nor it is possible for
even the perverted understand
ing, when brought into the
light of truth, to avoid seeing
that the good have conjunction
with the Lord, nor can evil
prevent this conjunction with
thosewho are in good.

21. For with them the
natural man is obedient to
natural truths, and the spirit
ual man is obedient to spiritual
truths; and with them good is
conjoined to truth internally
and externally;

22. They are delivered fron)
all the evils of the natural man
corrupted; and are endowed
with the full power of natural
good from the Lord.

23. Nor can they be over
come by those who pervert
and prostitute Divine Truths,
when they are made to appear
as falsities in the natural or
spiritual degree of their minds.
For both the natural and
spiritual man regenerated are
under the protection of the
Lord, and to Him all their
salvation is due.

And as a lion doth he
lift himself up :

He shall not lie down
until he eat of the
prey,

And drink the blood
of the slain.

25. And Balak said unto
Balaam, Neither curse them
at all, nor bless them at all.

26. But Balaam answered
and said unto Balak, Told
not I thee, saying, All that
the LORD speaketh, that I
must do?

27. And Balak said unto
Balaam, Come now, I will
take thee unto another
place; peradventure it will
please God that thou mayest
curse me them from thence.

28. And Balak took
Balaam unto the top of
Peor, that looketh down
upon the desert.

29. And Balaam said unto
Balak, Build me here seven
altars, and prepare me here
seven bullocks and seven
rams.

30. And . Balak did as
Balaam had said, and offered
up a bullock and a ram on
every altar.

powerful; and so also is
natural truth conjoined with
that affection; nor does the
good man atall rest until good
and truth are fully appropri
ated by him, and until the evil
and falsity of adulterated good
are entirely removed.

25. But the corrupted man
who is confirmed in his
wickedness desires entire
separation from both natural
a~d spiritual good.

26. And at the same time,
in that state, he clearly per
ceives from the light of truth
in his understanding, that he
is compelled externally to be
obedient to the laws of Divine
Order.

27. And yet. he is so infatu
ated from selfish love, that he
still desires to make a final
effort to shake off the influence
of the good and the true by
further delusions.

28. And therefore he is now
led into the state of the in
terior will, from which he dis
cerns that he is about to be
quite "desolated as to all good
and truth.

29. While still from the cor
ruptedunderstanding he is
disposed again' to simulate
true worship, and this both as
to the natural and spiritual
affections as before.

30 • And he proceeds to do
so, in reality devoting to self
ish worship every natural
affection and every spiritual
affection.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. Balaam saying unto Balak, "Build me here seven altars, and
prepare me here seven bullocks, and seven rams," denotes that now
there is perception from falsified truths, with him who is inadulter
ated good, that the Lord must be worshipped, superstitiously, from
natural and spiritual affections, apparently in all completeness and
in all holiness, chap. xxii. 5, 2, 1822, 153, 4541, 7346, 716, 10,021,
10,042

2. Balak doing as Balaam had spoken, denotes that this is actually
effected, 4258; and offering on every altar a bullock and a ram,
.denotes that natural affection and spiritual affection seem to be in
true worship as to will and understanding, 10,021, 10,042. It is
said, "as to will and understanding," because Balak and Balaam
signify the will and understanding respectively, chap. xxii. 5, 2.

3. Balak being- told by Balaam to stand by his burnt offerinz,
denotes that it seems to corrupted good that such worship must be.
genuine and constant, 7436, 1822, q23; Balaam going-, that the Lord
perhaps might come to meet him, denotes aspiration, through falsified
truths, after interior communication with the Lord, and the desire
that selfish worship may be accepted, 333.", 2001, 4247; "Whatsoever
hesheweth me I will tell thee," denotes that thus the corrupted man
is to be enlightened, 2001, 2807, 32°9; and Balaam g-oing to a bare
height, denotes that' in this worship there is no genuine good or
truth, 3335, 2722.

4. By God meeting Balaam is denoted external communication,
2001, 4247; and by Balaam saying', "I have prepared the seven
altars, and I have offered a bullock and a ram on every altar," is
denoted that the corrupted man is fully persuaded that he is in
genuine worship, both as to the natural and spiritual minds, ver. 1.

.~. The Lord putting a word in Balaam's mouth and sayinz,
"Return unto Balak, and thus shalt thou speak," denotes that there
is influx from Divine Good by Divine Truth into the intellect of the
corrupted man, giving the perception that although interiorly he is in
adulterated good, yet exteriorly he must utter genuine truths, 2001,
J288, 8068, 4217, 2619.

6. Balaam returning unto Balak, his standing by his burnt offer
in~r, and all the princes of Moab with him, denotes that, therefore,
the corrupted man receives revelation according to his state, which
is that of earnest external worship without internal, both as to the
will and understanding, 4217, 7436, 923, 1482, 2468 ..

7. Balaam taking up his parable and saving, denotes perception
from the Word throug-h its !!enuine literal sense in. which is the
spiritual sense, 4637, 1822; "From Aram hath Balak broug-ht me,"
denotes that adulterated good surely desires the knowledzes of good
and truth, I2~4: "the king- of Moab from the mountains of the East,"
denotes that falsified truth thence is given externally for conjunction
by love with the Lord, 1672, 2468, chap. xxii. 5, 7g.~. 1451; and
"Come, curse me Jacob, come, defy Israel," denotes that yet it is
inwardly in aversion therefrom both as to natural and spiritual
realities, 5934, 245, 5973·

CHAPTEI~ XXIII

8. "Ho\v shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? And how
shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied? " denotes compulsion
to acknowledge, nevertheless, that what is manifestly true cannot be
false; and that what is manifestly good cannot be evil, 245, 200I.

.g. "From the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I
behold him," denotes that all natural truths are seen from natural
good, and all spiritual truths from spiritual good, 8827, 10,438, 2150,
5973; and "La, it is a people that dwell alone, and shall not be
reckoned an10ng the nations," denotes that the man of the Spiritual
Church is in faith conjoined with charity, nor can he be in the
prevailing love of evils, 1259, 10,160', 471.

10. "vVho can count the dust of Jacob, or number the fourth part
of Israel?" denotes that neither is the quality of the regenerated
natural man, as to the abundance of truth, or of the will of the
regenerated spiritual man as to conjunction with the Lord, known
to any but the Lord Himself, 10,217, 1610, 10,136, 5973; and "Let
me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his! "
denotes that even the corrupted man appears to be desirous of
regeneration, and this, too, both as to the will and understanding,
chap. xxii. 5, 622I, 712, 683.

I I. Balak saying unto Balaam, "What hast thou done to me?"
denotes that it is perceived by the corrupted man in spite of his evil
state, chap. xxii. 2, 1822; and" I took thee to curse mine enemies,
and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether," denotes not only
that he is essentially in evil, and desires the destruction of good and
truth, but also that these are utterly opposed to him, because they
are from the Lord, and give conjunction with Him, 245, 2851, 3514.

12. Balaam answering and saying, "Must I not take heed to
speak that which the Lord putteth in my mouth?" denotes that still,
in externals, he acknowledges the Lord and His Word, and is com
pelled to put on the appearance of reverence for it, and even to utter
its precepts as if they proceeded from genuine faith and charity on
his part, 6943, 42924, 2001, 2951, 3313.

, 13· Balak saying unto Balaam, "Come, I pray thee, with me unto
another place from whence thou mayest see them," denotes that now
a change of state takes place, in which the corrupted will and per
verted understanding are more closely conjoined, 1853, 2625, 2 ISO;
"thou shalt s~e but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them
all," denotes that then there is another perception of the man of the
church or .of opposing goods and truths somewhat more internal,
2150, 3695, 5973; and" curse me them from hence," denotes that the
desire to cause aversion still continues, 245.

14. Balak taking Balaam into the field of Zophim, to the top of
Pisgah, and building seven altars and offering a bullock and a ram
on every altar, denotes that under the influence of selfish love the
understanding contemplates the truths of the church, and investigates
their quality, preparing again to simulate genuine worship both as
to the natural and spiritual affections, because the field of Zophim,
being in Moab, denotes a religious corruption, 4440, 2468; the top
or head of the mountain here signifies, in the opposite sense, selfish
love, Pisgah meaning a hill, 8827; Zophim means watchmen, or
observers, and thus those who investigate, 10,134 i and building altars
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and offering the animals, denotes the simulation of genuine worship
both as to natural and spiritual affections, ver. I.

IS. Balaarn saying to Balak, "Stand here by the burnt offering,
while I meet the Lord yonder," denotes that again such worship -is
continued, and communication with theLord is sought for, ver. 3.

16. The Lord meeting Balaam; putting a word in his mouth j and
saying, "Return unto Balak, and thus shalt thou speak," denotes
that such communication is granted according to the state, while
still the corrupted understanding is interiorly conjoined with adulter
ated good, ver.. 5.

17. Balaarn coming to Balak, who, stood by his burnt offering, and
the princes' of Moab with him ; and the latter saying, "What hath
the Lord spoken? " denotes that this conjunction actually takes place,
while there is yet more earnest devotion as to both .affection and
thought, revelation from the Lord being eagerly desired, ver. 6.

18. Balaarn taking up his parable and saying, denotes that revela
tion from the Lord is given by means of the genuine truth of .the
Word in which is the spiritual sense, 4637, Ig22 jand "Rise up,
Balak, and hear, hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor," denotes that
adulterated good must be elevated as to the understanding that it
may perceive the good and truth of the Word, 2401, 8361, chap. xxii.
2, 683.

19. "God is not a man that he should lie; neither the son of man,
that he should repent," denotes that Divine Truth is, not like human
though t, changeable and liable to err; and that Divine Good is not
like human affection, variable and needing repentance, 200f, 429,
7120, 8908, 587; arid" Hath he said and shall he not do it? Or hath
he spoken and shall he not make it good? " denotes that the Divine
Being always does what is essentially true; and that He always
promotes what is essentially good, 629, 2951, 683.

20. "Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath
blessed, and I cannot reverse it," denotes that it is not possible for
even the perverted understanding, when brought into the light of
truth to avoid seeing that the good have conjunction with the Lord,
nor. can evil prevent this conjunction with those who are in good,
chap. xxii. 5,3514,5973,2001,4816.

2 L "lIe hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen
perverseness in Israel," denotes that with them the natural man is
obedient to natural truths; and the spiritual man is obedient to
spiritual truths, 2ISO, 99'37, 9252, 5973; and" The Lord his God is
with him, and the shout of a king is among them," denotes that with
them good is conjoined with truth internally and externally, 2001,
8815, 1672, 5973·

22. "God bringeth them forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were,
the. strength of the wild-ox," denotes that the good are delivered
from all the evils of the natural man corrupted; and are endowed
with the full po\ver of natural good from the Lord, 2001, 8866, 6343,
2180, 5973. '

23. "Surely there is no enchantment with Jacob; neither is there
any divination with Israel," denotes that the good cannot be over-
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come by those who pervert and prostitute Divine 'Truth, when they
are. ma~e to appear as falsities in, the natural or spiritual degree of
their minds, 3698, 7297, 5973; and "NO\V shall it be said of Jacob
and of Israel, What hath God wrought ! " denotes that both the
natural and spiritual man regenerated are under the protection of
the Lord, and to Him all their salvation is due, 5973, 2001, 832 9.

24· "Behold the people riseth up as a lioness, and as a lion doth
he lift himself !-lJ?'" denotes. tha.t the regenerated Natural acting from
regenerated spIntl:lal affection IS all powerful; and so also is natural
truth conJ<:Hned WIth t~at affection, 1259, 6367, 725, 1543; and "He
shall not he down until he eat the prey, and drink the blood of the
slain," denotes that the good man does not at all rest, until good
and truth are fully appropriated by him, and until the evil and falsity
of ~dulterated good are entirely removed, 5973, 3696, 2187, 3 J6~,
576 , 1851, 4735, 4503.

25· Balak saying unto Balaam, "Neither curse them at all, nor
~less. the~ at all," den.otes that the corrupted man who is confirmed
In hIS wickedness, desires eI?-~ire separation from both natural good
and splrlt;tal good, chap. xxn, 2, 5, 1822, 245, 3514, 5973. It is the
affection Involved in these words that involves the desire for entire
separation; and they describe the actual internal state of those repre
sented by Balak and Balaam.

2? Balaarn answering and saying unto Balak, "Told not I thee
sayIng, All that the Lord speaketh that I must do?" denotes that
at the s~nle .time, in that. state, he clearly perceives from the light
of truth In hIS understanding, that he is compelled, externally, to be
obedient to the laws of Divine Order, 6943, 3209, 1822, 2001, 2951,
42,5.8.

27· Balak saying unto Balaam, "Come now, I will take thee unto
another place; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse
me them from thence," denotes that yet he is so infatuated from
selfish love that he still desires to make a final effort to shake off the
influence of the, good and the true by further delusions, 1822, 1853,
2625, 2001, 8361, 245.

28. Balak taking Balaam to the top of Peor that looketh down
upox: the desert, or upon Jeshimon, denotes that therefore he is now
led Into the state of the interior will from which he discerns that
he is ~bout to be quite desol~ted as to all good and truth, because by
Peor IS meant a hole or opening, and Baal-peor was an idol of Moab;
and hence by the top or head of mount Peor is denoted the interior
~il1 of tho?e who are i.n adulterated good, 8827, 2468, 5145; by look-"
lng down IS denoted discernment, in this case, as to evil and falsity:
248, 58955

; and by the desert or Jeshimon is denoted a state of
desolation, 2708.

29· Balaam saying unto Balak, "Build me here seven altars, and
prepare me here seven bullocks, and seven rams," denotes that still
from the c?rrupted understandlng, he is disposed again to simulate
true worship, and this both as to the natural and 'spiritual affections
as before, ver. I.

30 • Balak doing as Balaam had said unto him, and offering a
bullock and a ram on every altar, denotes that he proceeds to do
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so, in reality devoting to selfish worship every natural affection and
every spiritual affection, ver. 2. '

It .is ne~es~ary, in commencing our review of this chapter, to
explain what IS meant generally by the statement of the first section
that the false worship of those who are in adulterated good, arises
from a desire to produce aversion from the Lord in the man of the
true church. It is clear that Balak and Balaam together denote
those who are in adulterated good as to the will and understanding;
it is also evident that the Israelites represent those who are of the
true Spiri tual Church; and therefore it follows that the desire of
Balak that Balaam should curse the Israelites, denotes that a state
of •confirmed adulterated good ends in aversion from the Lord, be
cause cursing denotes aversion, 245, and the evil desired for another
returns upon him who cherishes it, besides which while the Israelites
were in the plains of Moab, they represent the man of the church
under the influence of adulterated good, and to be in such a state
tends to produce aversion from the Lord. It may seem, however,
to •some, to be a very strange thing that the man of the true church
should be in such a state, just before pis admission into the promised
land, or into the true heavenly state; but it must be remembered that
there are several degrees of adulterated good, and that, indeed, the
good of everyone is more or less contaminated by selfish motives
until he is fully regenerated; also that, in the case of a corrupted
church with man, the new state of the church cannot be fully estab
lished until the falsities and evils of the old state are removed.

And, secondly, in regard to this section, we are to notice that the
external worship of those in corrupted good, resembles, in outward
appearance the worship of the true spiritual man, and that this is
represented by the altars bullt by Balak, and by a bullock and a
ram being offered on every altar. For bullocks signify the devotion
of. the natural affections to the Lord, and rams denote the devotion
of the spiritual affections to Him, so that the corrupted worship
here represented seems altogether as if it were true worship from
'natural and spiritual affection, or from external and internal good at
the same time. But since it was not so, therefore it next follows
that Balaam went to seek for revelation to a bare height, to denote
that, in this worship, there is really no genuine good or' truth. And
yet we shall see as we proceed all through the account, that' the
corrupted man, or the corrupted church is obliged to teach Divine
Truths from the Word, and thusthat there is a remnant with whom
there is true religion in every state of mankind, For Balak standing
by his burnt offering with all the princes of Moab, evidently denotes
the confirmed state of corrupted good, and thus the most degraded
state of a corrupted church. But we now have to consider the
contents of the second section.

And what is remarkable here is, that the understanding of the
corrupted man is capable of perceiving not only the truths of the
literal sense of the Word, but also its interior truths; for by taking
up a parable is plainly meant that the literal sense of the Word is
symbolic, and hence that every part of it contains a spiritual or
internal sense. But as we have but recently commented on this
capacity of the wicked to understand truths, under certain circum
stances, we proceed to notice what the interior truths are which are
revealed in this place.. And, first, there is the general truth that the
Word is so composed as to abound in continual double expressions
respectively, referring to the understanding and the will of man;
and that this is particularly the case' in these prophecies of Balaam.
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Then comes the desire ·of the bad man to cause aversion from the
Lord in the good man, and to do this both externally and internally,
because Jacob denotes the man of the church as to the natural and
Israel the same as to the spiritual degree, as the references show :
and when we think of this, we become sensible of the absolute neces
sity that, in regeneration, the good and the evil must be entirely
separated; for were this not the case both generally and as to every
particular in individuals, heaven could not be an eternal abode for
the good, nor could the hells be kept in subjection, and brought into
that exact arrangement according to the laws of order there, which
renders th~ eternal condition of the wicked tolerable upon their own
plane of life through the continued operation of the Divine Mercy.
An~ then we see in what immediately follows, that the wicked in
their final state have yet no power whatever to do injury to the good,
b~c~use, those who love truth in sincerity cannot be averted from
D~v~ne Truth, nor can those who love good sincerely be averted from
DIVIne Good, on account of the entire opposition between truth and
falsity and between good and evil. Hence, therefore, let the man of
the ch'urch,. as he proceeds on his way heavenward, be more than
ever determined to be separated from everything false and evil, and
hence, too, we see why, just as man is nearing his eternal horne,
every. form of adulterated good, and of falsified truth, is to be rejected.
For In th~ words of this prophecy is described the complete self
c.ondcl11natlOn of the evil, and consequently also the complete justifica
tion of the good.
B~t ~ow follows a description of the posi tive state of the good;

and It IS worth a careful study. For by Israel being seen from the
top of the rocks and from the hills is denoted that the capacity of
the man of the true church to perceive truths, is from his state as to
good; by the people dwelling alone, is signified that, in the perfect
st~te of man truth is fully conjoined with good; and by their not
being reckoned al110ng the nations, is represented the entire deliver
ance of those who are in the love of truths from all the evils of the
selfish life. These surely are three things greatly to be desired, and
earnestly to be striven. after; but the fourth, as described in ver. 10,

shows that, in consequence of these, the man of the true church now
~njoys an unlimited supply of truths and good affections, so unlimited
~ndeed,. that only the Lord Himself knows the quality of his ever
increasing angelic perfection. And further, all this is just because
he has been willing, from the Lord, to endure the death of the
righteous, by giving up the life of sin and selfishness, and thus
establishing himself in a permanent final state of heavenly good and
felicity.

~assir;g ~v~r now the next t\VO verses, ~hic? are sufficie..ntly ex
plained In giving the references, we have to consider the third section.
And first of all the change of state here described under the figure
of going to another place, requires to be ·reflected upon. vVe know
very well that as far as the natural world is concerned, we may travel
from one place to another, and thus that our outward circumstances
may change, and yet that internally we may remain in the same
state. But it is not so in the spiritual world, because the appear
ances of space which are there, vary according to the state of the
mind. And this is the reason why, in the spiritual sense of the Word,
all the changes of place named in the literal sense, denote changes
of state; and it is very remarkable also, that the meaning of the
very names of the places mentioned, in every case corresponds to the
spiritual state described. It is so, therefore, in the narrative before
us, and consequently the correspondences show the quality of the

cc
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new state here represented. And thus, as we have seen, the field of
Zophim, and the top of Pisgah, denotes a state of watchfulness de
rived from a state of confirmed selfish love; and as, on the former
occasion, the false prophet was only brought to the high places of
Baal, which denote the falsities from selfish love, we see that the
second state is a more internal state of confirmed evil than the first,
and that the top of Pisgah signifies such a state. But, nevertheless,
it is to be here also observed, that the second state of the perception
concerning the good> granted to the prophet, was also an interior
perception, as plainly appears from the particulars that follow, which
we have now to consider. But before doing so, it ought to be
explained that so far as the real state of the corrupted man himself
is concerned, there was less perception of the truth than in the former
case, which indeed is also signified by Balaam not seeing all the
people but only the utmost part of them, as described in vert 13.
For it is a fact that the wicked, in proportion as they become more
determined in their wickedness, are separated from the truth and
reject it (Matt. xxv. 29).

And now, therefore, the prophet again takes up his parable, as it
is said, that is, utters Divine Truths in the correspondentiallanguage
of the Word, causing the corrupted man, in spite of himself, to
recognize, first, the unchangeableness of the Lord, and then the
real character of the regenerated man on account of his conjunction
with the Lord. And hence it is declared concerning him. that he is
free from all falsity and evil, and on the contrary, is made perfect
both internally and externally In all that is good and true; that the
natural man no longer has any power over him, and yet that it is all
powerful by virtue of good; that, to him, no longer can falsity appear
as truth, nor evil as good, because he is protected by the Lord; and,
finally, that such is the power of natural good and truth with him,
from the Lord, that he will not rest satisfied until all the evil and
falsity of adulterated' good are entirely overcome in the state of
transition in which he is. . And thus .we see, from the remaining part
of the section, namely, from the internal sense of verso 25-26, that
the corrupted man has accomplished the second stage in his separa
tion, as to the will and understanding, from spiritual truth and good,
while yet he is compelled by the necessities of his case to outwardly
acknowledge the truth and obey it. Let us now, therefore, observe
in the next section the preparation that is made for his final separa
tion in order that the spiritual man may be completely delivered from
his influence. For it is impossible that the latter, when fully re
generated, can remain in the intermediate state.

And, of course, there is another change of state which is denoted
by Balak saying to Balaam, "Come, and I will take thee to another
place." And here it is to be observed that all through the descrip
tion internally, it is the will of the wicked man that decides as to
his eternal condition; for Balak represents the will, and it is this
that draws the understanding with it, just exactly as Balak in every
case. conducted Balaam to different localities, the truth being that
every man, good and bad alike, finally becomes such as he is as
to the will, and not such as he is as to the understanding without the
will (R.R. 474, 508 end). We have now to see, therefore, the quality
of the will which is here represented by Balak, and which is described
in vert 28 as a place called" the top of Pear that looketh down upon
the desert, or upon Jeshimon." And turning to the explanation, we
find that this is the interior state of the corrupted will, which discerns
that it is about to be quite desolated as to all good and truth, be
cause by Pear is meant a hole or opening, and Baal-peor was an
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idol of Moab; and hence that by the top or head of mount Peer is
denoted the interior will of those who are in adulterated good j that
by looking down IS denoted discernrnent : in this case as to evil
and falsity; and that by the desert, or Jeshimon, is denoted a state of
desolation, because that is the meaning of the word ]eshirnon, May
we not, therefore, at this point, desire most earnestly and pray .to
the Lord that we may never be brought into such a state as th:s,
in which we shall be determined to reject all good and truth, while
yet as the remainder of the section shows we are intent upon p.re
tending, hypocritically, to worship the Lord in order that, like
Balaarn, we may perhaps gain a merely selfish advant~ge? Bu.t. we
shall see, however, in the next chapter, the result of this hypocritical
wor-ship.

C C 2



CHAPTER XXI V

CHAprfER XXIV

SUMlVIARY OF THE SPr'RITUAL SENSE

1. And now 0 the corrupted man, therefore, ceases to pervert the
truth, and begins to contemplate the rejection of all truth' but he is
able also t? behold the s~ate of the spiritual man as in heav~nly order
and can discern truths 1,11 a state of ~pparent hu~ility, verso 1-4. '

2. The happy state of the truly spiritual man IS described as to
good and truth, as to deliverance from evil and as to his power .from
the Lord, against evil, verso 5-9.' ,

3. But the corrupted man conjoins in himself evil and falsity· he
more .cl.early feels and perceives the opposition between himself ~nd
the spiritual n;an; and he recognizes that the truth cannot be changed
~o promote evil and error, and that he must be entirely separated from
It, verso 10-14. .

4. A prophetic desc:iption of the coming of the Lord; of the process
?f Judgment, .by whl~h the external man in the case of the good,
IS ma~e one WIth t~e Internal; and of the same process in the case of
the WIcked, by which they are totally vastated as to all good and
truth, verso 15-25.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

3. And he took up his
parable, and said,

Balaam the son of Bear
saith,

Arid the man whose eye
was closed saith :

4. He saith, which hear
eth the words of God,

Which seeth the vision
of the Almighty,

Falling down, and hav
ing his eyes open:

,=). How goodly are thy
tents, 0 Jacob,

Thy tabernacles, 0
Israel!

6. As valleys are they
spread forth,

As gardens by the river
side,

As lign-aloes which the
LORD hath. planted,

As cedar trees beside
the waters.

3. And thus perceives from
the g"enuine literal sense of
the Word, in which is revealed
the internal sense, that the
c?rrupted understanding de ..
rived from the corrupted will
from itself, is unable to se~
truths.

4. But that still, when influ
enced externally both as to
affection and thought, he. can
discern truths in a state of
apparent humility, and of
spiritual enlightenment.

5. And that the truly spirit
ual man is a form of loveli
ness both as to external and
internal life.

6. For in lowest states of
good he is abundant in truths ·
and in lowest states of truth
is nourished from the Word;
his realizations of· interior
truths from victory in tempta
tion, are from the Lord alone;
and his perceptions of internal
truth are from the Word;

I. And when Balaam saw
that it pleased' the LORD to
bless Israel, he went not, as
at the other times, to meet
with enchantments, but he
set his face toward the
wilderness.

2. Arid Balaam lifted up
his eyes, and he saw Israel
dwelling accordinsr to their
tribes; and the spi~it of God
came upon him.

I. But now the corrupted
underst~n.ding,perceiving that,
from DIVIne Good, the spirit
ual man has conjunction with
the Lord, ceases to pervert
the tru.th by making it appear
as falsity, and is led interiorly
to contemplate the rejection of
all truth.

2. But also, the under
~tanding being elevated, he
IS enabled to contemplate the
state of the spiritual man as
in heavenly order according
to general truths, and for
the time being, is influenced
by Divine Truth.

7. Water shall flow from
his buckets,

And his seed shall be
in many waters,

And his king shall be
higher than Agag,

And his kingdom shall
be exalted.

8. God bringeth him forth
out of Egypt;

He hath as it were the
strength of the wild..
ox:

He shall eat up the

7. Truths in abundance are
with him in their receptacles,
and the increase of good and
truth with him is according to
his reception of truths in all
their variety; his central
governing principle of Divine
Truth is superior to all
falsities from interior evil,
and his state of good is
superior to all selfish delights.

8. He is delivered from the
bondage of the natural man
by the power of the truth; he
is gifted with full power
against evil, as if from him
self, even in the natural
degree; he has power to over-
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nations his adver
saries)

And shall break their
bones in pieces,

And smite them
through with his
arrows.

9. He .couched, he lay
down as a lion,

And as a lioness; who
shall rouse him up?

Blessed be everyone
that blesseth thee,

An d cursed be every
one that curseth thee.

roo And Balak's anger
was kindled against Balaam,
and he smote his hands
together: and Balak said
unto Balaam, I called thee
to curse mine enemies, and,
behold, thou hast altogether
blessed them these three
times.

II. Therefore now flee
thou to thy place: I thought
to promote thee unto great
honour; but, 10, the LORD
hath kept thee back from
honour.

12. And Balaarn said unto
Balak, Spake I not also to
thy n1essengers which thou
sentest unto me, saying, '

r3 .. If Balak would give
file hIS house full of silver
and gold, I cannot go be-

c?me all evils that oppose
hirn ; . and he. can disperse all
falsities by means of the
truths of the Word.

9. He is at rest from the
conflicts of temptation as to
truth and as. to good, when
fully regenerated; he has con
junction with the Lord as to
all his faculties; and he is
averted from all evils.

10. And now therefore the
corrupted man is altogether
averted from Divine Truth
and there is with him the con~
junction of evil and falsity;
and it is perceived that,
although the corrupt will
desires the destruction of
good and truth, yet they are
secure against his attacks even
in the greatest degree.

11. Consequently he desires
entire separation from the
truth; he had been persuaded
that, by means of truths he
should be able to promote all
selfish purposes, but he is now
forced to the conviction that
Divine Love is totally opposed
to selfishness and its rewards.

12. And yet the corrupted
man is made aware that truth
from the Lord had always
been clearly revealed to him,
and that he had received the
perception,

13. That although he should
be enriched with an abund
ance of knowledge and delight

yond the word of the LORD,
to do either good or bad of
mine own mind; what the
LORD speaketh, that will I
speak?

14. And now, behold, I
go unto my people: come,
and. I will advertise thee
what this people shall do to
thy people inthe latter days.

15. And he took up his
parable, and said,

Balaam the son of
Bear saith,

And the man whose
eye was closed
saith:

[6. He saith, which hear
eth the words of
God,

And knoweth the
knowledge of the
Most High,

Which seeth the
vision of the Al
mighty,

Falling down, and
having his eyes
open:

]7. I see him, but not
now:

I behold him, but not
nigh:

There shall come forth
a star out of Jacob,

And a sceptre shall
rise out of Israel,

And shall smite
through the corners

'of Moab,

in the understanding, yet that
could not change the truth,
nor could it. promote both
good and evil; for the truth
is .not from man, but from the
Lord who is unchangeable.

14. And further that now,
therefore, the truth must be
taken away Irorn the wicked,
and be given to the good; and
that it reveals the state of the
good and the evil alike in the
Judgment.

IS. And thus that from the
Divine Word, in which .is the
spiritual sense, it may be
known, that even those who
are in falsity from evil and
are blind as to all genuine
truths, . .

16. May yet be compelled
to outward obedience, and
also to the realization of truth
in its outward form as a mani
festation of Divine Good, as
an exhibition of the Divine
Omnipotence, as producing the
semblance of humility, and as
giving revelation.

17. For he perceives that
the Lord reveals Himself in
the Word and yet that the
wicked reject Him; he knows
that He is manifested as
Divine Truth, and yet that the
wicked do not love this Truth;
for he knows that the Lord
has revealed Himself even to
the natural man in the natural
world, and to the spiritual
man in the spiritual world,
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

And break down all
the sons of tumult.

18. And Edam shall be a
possession,

Seir also shall be a
possession, which
were his enemies;

While Israel doeth
valiantly.

19. And out of Jacob shall
one have dominion,

And shall destroy the
remnant from the
city.

20. And he looked on
Amalek, and took up his
parable, and said,

Arnalek was the first
of the nations;

But his latter end shall
come to destruction.

fully overcoming the powers
of evil, and. delivering man
from the dominion of falsity;

IS. And therefore also that
His Human has been made
Divine both as to good and
as to truth, although, through
hereditary evil from the
mother, it had been subject
to temptation; and that thus
the Spiritual Church has been
formed, and the spiritual man,
as from himself has power
against evil.

19. For byjthe Human, the
Lord exercises His Omnipo
tence, and expels' from the
church the prevailing power
of evil.

20. Moreover Divine Truth
teaches that the most insidi
ous falsity from evil, although
predominant with the un
regenerate, is to be utterly
.destroyed with the regenerate;

Alas, who shall live
when God doeth
this?

24. But ships shall come
from the coast of
Kittim,

And they shall afflict
. Asshur, and shall

afflict Eber,
And he also shall

come to destruction.

25. And Balaam rose up,
and went and returned to his
place : and Balak also went
his "Tay.·

triumphant also even In the
natural degree.

24. For the knowledges of
Divine Truth in the hands of
the good, shall overcome the
merely natural Rational, as
well as all external worship
separated from internal; for
this also shall be destroyed.

2~. But Divine Truth itself
is ~levated above all natural
delights, is separated from
them, and is finally conjoined
to Divine Good. And cor
rupted good, therefore, is
entirely separated from all
truth and is conjoined with
falsity.

21. And he looked on the
Kenite, and took up his
parable, and said,

Strong is thy dwell
ing-place,

And thy nest is set in
the rock.

. Nevertheless Kain
shall be wasted,

Until Asshur shall
carry thee away cap
tive.

23. And he took up his
parable, and said,

2 I. And that the most ex
treme falsity .of faith alone,
although appealing strongly
to the merely natural man, and
being established apparently
upon the Word,

22. Shall yet be utterly
devastated by the power of
even the corrupted Rational.

23. And thirdly Divine Truth
teaches that the truth shall be

1. Balaam seeing that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, denotes
that the corrupted understanding perceives from Divine Good, that the
spiritual man has conjunction with the Lord, chap. xxii. 5., 2 J50,
2001, 5304, 3514, 3654; his not going, as at other times, to meet with
enchantments, denotes that he ceases to pervert the truth by making
it appear as falsity, 3335, 3698, 7297; and his setting his face toward
the wilderness, denotes that he is led, interiorly, to contemplate the

. rejection of all truth, 358, 2708.

2. Balaam lifting up his eyes denotes that the understanding of
the depraved and corrupted man is elevated, 2148; seeing Israel
dwelling according to their tribes, denotes the contemplation of the
state of the spiritual man as in heavenly order according to general
truths, 2150, 3654, 1293, 3858; and the spirit of God coming upon
him, denotes that, for the time being, he is influenced by Divine
Truth, 9818, 2001.

3. Balaam taking up his parable and saying, denotes that thus he
perceives from the literal sense of the "lord in which is revealed
the internal sense, 4637, 1822; and "Balaam the son of Bear saith,
and the man whose eye was closed (or is opened), saith," denotes that
the corrupted understanding derived from the corrupted will, from

. itself, is unable to see truths, because Balaam means old age, or
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ancient of the people, or the destruction of the people, and therefore
denotes falsity confirmed, and thus the corrupted understanding, 2348,
1259, and Beor means burning, foolish, mad, and therefore denotes
evil, and thus the corrupted will, 9055, 42173, 51456; because the
Hebrew word, which is rendered" is opened" in the A.V., is trans
lated "was closed" in the R.V. with "is opened" in the margin,
while the lexicons give the meaning as "to close"; and because the
eyes denote the understanding, and to have the eyes closed evidently
denotes not to see or understand truths, 2701. .

4. "He saith which heareth the words of God," denotes that still
he can discern truth externally from SOIne affection, 4404, 2001, 1288·
"\vhich seeth the vision of the Almighty," denotes when influenced
externally as to thought, 27°1; and" falling down and having his
eyes open," denotes, when in a state of apparent humility and of
spiritual enlightenment, 1999, 6567, 2.148.

5. "How goodly are thy tents, 0 Jacob, thy tabernacles, 0 Israel!"
denotes that the truly spiritual man is a form of loveliness, both as to
external and internal life, 5.53, 3080, 414, 5973.

6. "As valleys are they spread forth," denotes that in lowest states
of good, he is abundant in truths, 1723, 3708, 4398; "as gardens by
the river side," denotes that in lowest states of truth he is nourished
from the Word, 99, 100, 2702; "as lign-aloes which the Lord hath
planted,". denotes that his realizations of interior truths, from victory
in te~ptation, are from. the Lord alone, 10,252, 10,2:;8, 2001, 8326;
and as cedar trees beside the waters," denotes that his perceptions
of internal truths are by means of the Word, 7918, 2702.

It is to be observed in connection with this verse, that the word
translated "spread forth," Is rendered "planted" in 108, 370318,
38586, and elsewhere, thus involving the idea of the process of
regeneration, as well as of abundance; also that the plantin.g of the
lign-aloes carries with it the idea of abundance as well as that of plant
ing; a12d, thirdly, that in 108, the word which is here rendered" lign
aloes," is translated "tents," while yet in 27024, 38586, and .63353,
we. have "lign-aloes," the author's Latin term in 108 being- "ten
toria," and in the other places" santalos." Hence, then, we have an
apparent incon~istency, for which it is necessary to account; for why
should "tentoria," or "tents" be found iI} the first instance, and
"santalos" or "lign-aloes" in all the others? The explanation
appears to be, that the Hebrew words for tents and lign-aloes differ
only in the vowel points attached to the first letter, and thus that,
inadvertently, the term meaning lign-aloes was rendered by "ten
toria" in A. C. 108, but, correctly, by "santalos in all the other
cases. In future editions of A.C., therefore, would it not be advisable

. and justifiable to print" lign-aloes " in 108, with a short explanatory
footnote giving- the reason why? And it may be useful, before we
proceed, to point out, in this place, that" lign-aloes," or "wood of
aloes," otherwise called Agile Wood, Eagle Wood, or Azallochum,
is the inner part of the trunk of Aquilaria ouata and Aquilaria agal
lochum, trees of the natural order Aquiloriacee, and has no connection
with aloes as commonly understood.

7. "Water shall flow from his buckets, and his seed shall be in
many waters," denotes that truths in abundance are with the spiritual
man in their receptacles; and that the increase of gaud and truth
with him is according to his reception of truths in all their varieties,

2702, ~079: 3728, 726, 6172 ; "and his king shall be higher than Agag,
?nd hl~ ~lngdom ~h.all be exal.ted," d~notcs that his central govern
Ing principle of DIVIne Truth IS superior to all falsities derived from
evil, and that his state of good is superior to all selfish delights,
1672 , 8593, 795·

8. "God brinjreth him forth out of Egypt," denotes that he is
delivered from the bondage of the natural man by the power of the
truth,.2001, 8866, 5013, 5079; "he hath, as it were, the strength of
the. wild-ox,'.' denotes that he is gifted with full power against evil,
as If from himself, even in the natural degree, 6343, 2180, 5973; "he
shall eat up the nations his adversaries," denotes that he has power
to overcome aU. evils that. opp.ose him, 5149, 1868, 9314; and "he
shall break their bones In pieces, and smite them through with
his arrows," denotes that he can disperse all falsities by means of
the truths of the Word, both externally and internally, 9163, 157,
3812, 8800, 2686, 38129, 440211. .

In the last two references the words here rendered" smite them
through with his arrows," are translated "smash" or "brui·se their
weapons."The sig-nification, however, is substantially the same,
namely, the dispersion of falsities internally.

9. "He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a lioness; who shall
rouse him up? " denotes that he is at rest from the conflicts of tempta
tion as to truth and as to good, when fully regenerated, even in the
natural degree, 63676, 725; and" Blessed be everyone that blesseth
thee, and cursed be everyone that curseth thee," denotes that he
has conjunction with the Lord as to all his faculties; and that he is
averted from all evils; or in other words, all good men have con
junction with the Lord, and all wicked men are averted from the
Lord, 35.I4, ~45.

10. Balak 's anger being kindled against Balaam, and his smiting
his hands together, denotes that now, therefore, the corrupted man is
altogether averted from Divine Truth, and there is with him the
conjunction of evil and falsity, chap. xxii. 2, 5, 5798, 10,082, 10,061,
8783; and Balak saying unto Balaam "I called thee to curse mine
enemies, and behold thou hast altog-ether blessed them these three
times," denotes the perception that although the corrupt will desires
the destruction of good and truth, yet they are secure against his
attacks, even in the greatest degree, 1822, 6047, 245, 3514, 4495.

1I. "Therefore now flee thou to thy place," denotes that conse
quently he desires entire separation from the truth, 34,382, 2625 ;
"I thought to promote thee to great honour," denotes that he had
been persuaded that, by means of truths he should be able to promote
all selfish purposes, because Balaam represented the truth ostensibly;
and to promote to honour, said by Balak, denotes to promote selfish
purposes, 8897, 81483; and "10, the Lord hath kept thee back from
honour," denotes that he is now forced to the conviction that Divine
Love is totally opposed to selfishness and its rewards, 8897·

ra, Balaam saying unto Balak , "Spake I not unto thy messengers
which thou sentest unto me, saying," denotes that yet the corrupted
man is made aware that truth from the Lord, had always been
clearly revealed to him, 1822, 295 I, 4239.

13. "If Balak would give me his house full of silver and g-old, I
cannot go beyond the word of the Lord to do either good or bad of
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mine own mind. What the Lord speaketh that will I speak," denotes
that although he should be enriched with abundance of knowledge
and delight in the understanding, yet that could not change the
truth, nor could it promote both good and evil; for the truth is not
from man, but from the Lord Who is unchangeable, chap. xxii. 18.

14. "And now behold I go unto nlY people," denotes that now,
therefore, the truth must be taken from the wicked and given to the
good, Balaam here representing the truth which he had uttered from
the Lord, and his people those in truth from good, 3335, 1295; also
from another point of view, Balaam representing thecorrupted man
as to the understanding, these words signify that the wicked deliber
ately choose falsities, 1259; and "Come, and I will advertise thee
what this people shall do to thy people in the latter days," denotes
that the truth reveals the state of the good and the evil alike in the
Judgment, because Balaam is again about to represent the truth,
and to utter it from the Lord; "this people," clearly denotes the
Israelites, who signify the good, .~973; Balak's people denote those
confirmed in adulterated good, and thus in evil, chap. xxii. 2, 2468;
and the "latter days" denotes the consummation of the age, and
therefore the Judgment, 3353.

IS. Balaam taking up his parable and saying, denotes that from
the Divine Word, in which is the spiritual sense, it may be known,
4637, 1822; and" Balaam the son of Beor saith, and the man whose
eye was closed saith ," denotes that even those who are in Ialsity from
evil, and- are blind to all genuine truths, may have external per
ception, ver. 3.

16. "He saith which heareth the words of God," denotes that still
he may be compelled to outward obedience, 4404, 2001, 1288; "and
knoweth the knowledge of the Most High," denotes and also to the
realization of truth in its outward form as a manifestation of Divine
Good, 2230, 920 ~ "\vhich seeth the vision of the Almighty," denotes
an •exhibition of the Divine Omnipotence, 2701, 920; and "falling
down and having his eyes open," denotes as producing the semblance
of humility, and as giving revelation, 1999, 6567, 2148.

17. "I see him, but not now : I behold him, but not nigh," denotes
that he perceives that the Lord reveals Himself in the Word and yet
that the wicked reject Him; he knows that He is manifested in
Divine Truth and yet that the wicked do not love this truth, 2150,
6843, 683; "there shall come forth a star out of Jacob; and a sceptre
shall rise out of Israel," denotes that he knows that the Lord has
revealed Himself even to the natural man in the natural world, and
to the spiritual man in the spiritual world, 92933, 48761°, 5973; "and
shall smite through the corners of Moab, and break down all the
sons of tumult, or of Sheth," denotes that He fully overcomes the
power of evil, and delivers man from the dominion of falsity, 9494,
2468, 10,643, 7975. The last reference describes the quality. of those
in adul~erated good; who are called the sons of Sheth, or of tumult.

18. "And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a posses
sion, which were his enemies; while Israel doeth valiantly," denotes'
that therefore also His Human has been made Divine, both as to
good and truth, although through hereditary evil from the mother,
it had been subject to temptation; and that thus the Spiritual Church

has been formed, and the spiritual man, as from himself has power
against evil, 1675, 3322, 1817, 8323, 10,481, 5973.

19. "And out of Jacob shall one have Clominion,' and shall destroy
the remnant from the city," denotes that by the Human the Lord
exercises His Ornnipotence, and expels from the church the prevail
ing power of evil, 3654, 5973, 8967, 10,814, 2401-2, 468, 402.

20. Balaam looking upon Amalek, and taking up his parable and
saying, "Amalek was the first of the nations; "but his latter end shall
come to destruction," denotes that Divine Truth teaches that the
most insidious falsity from evil, although predominant with the
unregenerate, is to be utterly destroyed, with the regenerate, 4637,
1822, ver. IS, 8593, 3382, 1259.

21. Balaam looking on the Kenite, and taking up his parable and
saying, "Strong is thy dwelling place, and thy nest is set in the
rock," denotes that the most extreme falsity of faith alone, although
appealing strongly to the merely natural man, and being established
apparently upon the Word, 4637, 1822, 1867, 1293, 776, 85817. That
the Kenite denotes faith, appears from the signification of the rock;
and that, in this case, it is faith alone appears from the prophetic
words of Balaam in the series of the in ternal sense.

22. "Nevertheless Kain, or the Kenite, shall be wasted, until
A.sshur shall carry thee a\vay captive," denotes that those in faith
alone shall be utterly devastated by the power of even the corrupted
Rational, 7039, 119, 9164.

23. Balaam taking up his parable and saying, "Alas, who shan
live, when God doeth this? " denotes that Divine Truth teaches that
the truth shall be triumphant also, even in the natural degree, 4637,
1822, 34, 2001, 2618. It is said" even in the natural degree," because
verses 2 I and 22 describe the state of those in faith alone as to the
voluntary and rational powers, and therefore this describes their state
in the lower degree.

24. "But ships shall come from the coast of Kittim, and they shall
afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber ; and he also shall come to
destruction," denotes that the knowledges of Divine Truth, in the
hands of the good, shall overcome the merely natural Rational, as
well as all external worship separated from internal; for this also
shall be destroyed, 6385, 8063, 1156, 5973, 119, 1241, 10,5 10.

25. Balaam rising up and goin~, and returning to his place; and
Balak also going his way, denotes that Divine Truth itself is elevated
above all natural delights, is separated from them, and is finally
conjoined to Divine Good. And corrupted good, therefore, is entirely
separated from all truth and is conjoined with falsity, ver. 2, 24°1,
3335, 2288, 2625, chap. xxii. 2, 10,422.

Let us now review the contents of this chapter, and notice particu
larly one or two very interesting points in the first section. 'The time
must come, in the life of every bad man, on account of his departure
from good, and therefore, in reality from truth also, when he will
no longer be able to make truth appear as falsity, or falsity as truth;
and this is what is represented in the historical fact, that Balaam,
on the occasion of this third sacrifice, did not go as before to seek
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for enchantments. For we read: "If there arise in the midst of thee
a prophet or a dreamer of a dream, and he give thee a sign or a
wonder, and the sign and the wonder come to pass, which he spoke
to thee saying, Let us go after other gods which thou hast not
known, and let us serve them; thou shalt not obey the words of that
prophet, or the dreamer of that dream, because Jehovah tempteth
you" (Deut, xiii. 1-4). And concerning this it is said that "t1~e
prediction itself was from the Divine, but the persuasion to worship
other gods was from the proprium of the prophet, to whom it was
permitted for the sake of tempting, as it is said. Hence also it is,
and. from other causes, that on many occasions in olden time, they
who worshipped Baalim and other gods, also prophesied, saw visions,
and. drearned dreams, and likewise that the things spoken by them
came to pass, whereby many were led astray (concerning which see
Jeremiah, chap. xxiii.); besides others who were called diviners,
soothsayers, sorcerers, and pythons, who were alnong those who
studied natural magic, whereby' nothing of what was Divine' could
be foretold, but only what was contrary to the Divine, that is,
contrary to the Lord, and contrary to the good of love, and the truth
of faith in Him. This is magic, whatsoever it lnay appear in
external form," 3698. See also 7297; and remember that from these
passages we may learn that we ought not to depend on outward
signs and miracles alone as testifications of the truth, but upon true
doctrine drawn from the Word of the Lord, and especially on the
effect of true doctrine in leading to the renunciation of all selfishness
and. to all the blessings springing from a holy and pious life of
charity and faith.

But we must here notice also anotherthing. Sometimes it happens
that a knowledge of the internal sense of the Word is of great assist
ance in deciding as to the correct meaning. of an expression in the
original languages in \vhich the Word was written. And a case of
this kind occurs here, which is worthy of our attention. For we find
that, in the third verse of our chapter a 'certain word is translated
" closed" with a note in the margin to the effect that it may also
mean "opened." But the fact that the R.V. evidently prefers
H closed," no doubt because it is more correct according ,to the
lexicons, leads us to consider which interpretation really agrees best
with the series of the spiritual sense. And we have preferred that of
theR.V. giving the spiritual meaning accordingly, because it in
volves an important truth concerning the corrupted man, and, indeed,
concerning everyone, namely, that from himself he is not able to see'
truths; while the next verse shows that, nevertheless, even a wicked
man may do this by the Lord's permission, when it may serve an
important and useful purpose, even although it is of no real benefit
to himself. On the other hand, however, we find that, in A.E. 140 ,

the term "opened" is preferred to "closed," and is said to signify
illumination as to the understanding; and, of course, this will mean
spiritually, as to the understanding only, since it describes the state
of the corrupted man. And in concluding this section we must not
f.orget that now also the man confirmed in evil, has his mind really
directed towards the falsities of evil, or in other words, to that state
of desolation as to good and truth which is denoted by jeshimon,

In the second section we have to contemplate, as even the false
prophet does, spiritually, the state of the good man, who has con
junction with the Lord which is signified by being blessed; and since
this conjunction can only be by love to Him and charity to the neigh
bour, therefore it is so emphatically said at the end of it, "Blessed is
everyone that blesseth thee, and cursed is everyone that curseth

thee." That is, all good men have conjunction with th<: Lord, !Je
cause they reciprocate His love· and all wicked men are In aversion
from the Lord, because they dd not reciprocate His. love, the.L~rd's
love remaining steadfast to everyone even to et~rnlty. B~t It IS to
be observed in studying this description, t?at all interior d~hghts.and
perceptions are symbolized by outward delights and perc~ptlons, SInce,
in heaven, there is the full enjoyment .of .all external things, because
they correspond so exactly to what IS Internal. ·For the tents of
] acob, aptly represent the outward life .of the goo~, while t.he taber
nacles of Israel denote their interior life and their worship.. Now
it is frequently said that heaven is an eternal sabbath, that IS, an
eternal state of the worship of the Lord. But they g~eatly err, w?o
imagine that this worship cons.ist~ of external adoratlO? and pral~e

continually. On the contrary, It IS the eternal expre~slon. of man s
inmost loves and delights, which are from the Lord, In hIS external
words and actions· and this is really why tents and tabernacles are
both mentioned, a~d also why the nation is fi~st ~al1ed Jacob an.d
then Israel. And it is because the prophet was inspired to see, as It
were the beauty and the glory of the angelic life both at once, the
outw'ard form so perfectly corresponding to t~e inw.ard st~te. ~nd
how finely, indeed, does the sixth verse. describe thIS. manifestation
of interior blessedness in exterior happiness I And If we compare
the two couplets of that verse, we may see .c~ear1y h~w the first
describes natural pleasures, and the second spiritual delights, And
then we may notice how the next verse sets before us the gre.at
abundance of even the lowest receptacles of good a.nd ~f truth; w~Ile

by his king bein& higher than Ag~g,. and by his kln.gdom. be!ng
exalted is very plainly denoted that ~l~ central.gov~rnlng.prlncIp!e
of Divine Truth is superior to all falsities from intertor evil and hIS
state of good superior to all selfish delights." But here we remark
in passing that Agag is supposed to have been a &eneral name for the
Amalekite kings, just as Pharaoh was for the ~Ings of Egypt; also
that the word means "roof" or "floor," and thus denotes, cor
respondentially, what 1S highest and ~o:vest, and thu~ a stat~ of
aspiring selfish love, which desires dOmInl?n .ove: all. thlngs~ .besldes
which we know too, that the Arnalekites SIgnify Interlo~ f~lslt1eS and
evils, which beset the man of the church, during r~negeratlon, so t~at

it is said concerning them that :' th,~ Lord wtl~. have war w~th
Amalek from generation to gene;atlon (Exo? ~Vll. 16). We finish
this section, however, by observing that a&"aln IS the. power of the
true spiritual man over all evil gr~atly ma.g!1Ified; ShO\VIng, .by a most
expressive symbolism, that there 1S no spiritual enemy, which by the
power of the Lord he is not able to fully conquer.

And now combining the last two sections, some remarks may be
made on the general prophecy of Balaam with which the account
ends. But look, first, at ver. 10, .and o~se:ve ~ow thoroughly t~e
corrupted man is given up to all evil ; for 1~ IS said that now. Balak s
anger was kindled against Balaam, and that. he sn:ote his ~ands

together in order to denote this complete aversion which C~lnl!na!eS

in the full conjunction of falsity with evi~.. For the two han~s signify
the will and the understanding, and smiting them together is a most
forcible symbol of the conjunction of thes~ in a!1 aggravated. state of
evil. And, then, again, the three times In which the Israehtes. ~ad
been altogether blessed, is another very strong way of emphas:zlng
the completeness of the salvation of the man of the true ch,:rch, SInce,
everywhere in the Word the number three denotes what IS com~l~te

and full, many examples of which will readily.occur to those familiar
with its histories in the Old Testament and In the New. And yet,
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SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAP'T'ER XXV

1. The man of the Spiritual Church, before being made perfect,
claims merit to himself for his good deeds, and consequently worship
is profaned by falsity; and revelation takes place that such worship
and its falsifications must be· destroyed, verso 1-5.

2. For by such worship the church is not only in secret, but openly
corrupted, except that those who are in good, and in a state of
temptation, zealously destroy it in themselves, and thus completely,
verso 6-9.

3. Concerning the happy state, even to eternity, of those who are
in celestial-natural good and thus overcome, verso 10-13.

4. The quality of the wicked who thus profane good and truth is
described, and involves separation from the church, a state of con
firmation in evil and falsity externally, and of the violation of the
heavenly marriage internally, verso 14-15.

5. Wherefore the man of the church is instructed that he must
persistently oppose the deceitful insinuations of all falsity from evil,
verso 16-18.

I. But the man of the Spirit
ual Church, before being
made perfect, claims merit to
himself for his good deeds,
and consequently is influenced
by the falsity derived from the
evil of adulterated good, and
falsifies the truth.

2. And consequently also
Divine worship is profaned by
falsities; evil is appropriated;
and there is a decline to a
state of falsity from corrupted
good.

2. For they called the
people unto the sacrifice of
their gods; and the people
did eat, and bowed down 10
their gods.

I. And Israel abode in
Shittim, and the people be
gan to commit whoredom
with the daughters of
Moab :

upon the s.urface, it here appears as if Balaam, who denotes the
understandirig, was separated from Balak who denotes the will· but
t~is is because the false prophet is now compelled, under an inspira..
tion that he cannot control, to put on the representation of the true
prophet. Let us then reverently consider his prophecy, which indeed
in its internal sense it deeply concerns us all to understand.

For, first, the church in general has long known that, by the star
c?m~ng forth out of ] acob, and the sceptre rising out of Israel, is
signified the coming of the Lord into the world for the redemption
arid salvation of mankind. But while this is true, yet the real nature
and character of that redemption and salvation, have been, through
the corruptions of the ages, and the prevailing selfishness of men,
but ve:y i~nperfectly comprehended, But the opening of the Word
as to Its Internal sense, has revealed the truth, as it shines forth
from nlany parts of scripture; and in the prophecy now before us we
have a striking example. For in reality, redemption consisted in the
deliverance of all mankind from the powers of hell, by whom human
liberty of choice between good and evil was on the point of being
taken away; and this deliverance the Lord accomplished in His
H uman Nature while He was in the world, by suffering Himself to
be tempted, and by conquering in every temptation, thus reducing the
hells into subjection, and the heavens into order; and so preserving
man's freedom for ever, at the same time glorifying His Human, and
thus providing a new and living and eternal' way of access to· Him
se~f, which can never more be violated; and, therefore, now, through
this gre~t work, everyone who chooses may actually be delivered
from evil, and become actually receptive of good from the Lord.
And thus now we see in what \vay it is that every man can be saved
who earnestly desires it, by faith in the Lord God the Redeemer and
Saviour, by love to Him, and by obedience to His commandments,
sir:ce J-Ie constantly gives to every individual the power to shun his
evils, and also the power to do good altogether, as from himself,
and this because in His Divine Human He has all power in heaven
and upon earth, and can save to the uttermost everyone who
approaches Hirn and worships Him as the manifested God in whose
single Person is embodied the Divine Trinity of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. This great victory, therefore, of the Lord in His H~l11an
Nature, is what is represented by the victories of Israel under the
le~d.ing of the Star and Sceptre, the former denoting the power of
DIVIne Truth, and the latter the power of Divine Good, in over
CODling the dominion of evil for Inan and in man even for ever· and
the nations themselves, as the references show, denoting the' evils
appertaining to man, which by the Divine Power and Love, each
pe.rson who freely chooses, is able to overcome, even as the Lord
HImself overcame. How very much, therefore, is involved in the
grand prophecy of Balaam, which indeed does not appear upon the
surface, but which is able in very truth to make those who heed it
wise unto salvation I

4°1

3. And Israel joined him
self unto Baal-pear: and the
anger of the LORD was
kindled against Israel,

DD

3. And thus the church is
in selfish love the most exter
nal, and is averted from the
Lord.
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4. And the LORn said
unto Moses, Take all the
chiefs of the people, and
hang them up unto the

. LORD before the sun, that
the fierce anger of the LORn
may turn away from Israel.

5. And Moses said unto
the judges of Israel, Slay ye
everyone his men that have
joined themselves unto Baal
pear.

6. And, behold, one of
the children of Israel. came
and brought unto his
brethren a Midianitish
woman in the sight of
Moses, and in the sight of
all the congregation of the
children of Israel, while
they were weeping' at the
door of the tent of meeting.

7. And when Phinehas,
the son of Eleazar, the son
of Aaron the priest, saw it,
he rose up from the midst of
the congregation, and took a
spear in his hand;

8. And he went after the
man of Israel into the pavi
lion, and thrust both of
them through, the man of
Israel, and the woman
through her belly. So the

4. Therefore there is per
ception from the Divine Good
by the Divine Truth .that the
essential principles in such
worship lead men to a state of
confirmation in selfish love;
unless there is repentance by
which aversion may be re
moved and conjunction estab
lished.

5. And also perception is
given from Divine Truth to
the rational faculty, that the
man of the church must at
once reject such profane wor
ship.

6. For it certainly happens
with such false worshippers,
that infernal falsity conjoined
with evil will openly corrupt
the church, especially as to
the affections of .good, and as
regards Divine Truth internal
and external, even when, in
a state of temptation there is
mourning on account of lost
truth, and fluctuation between
good and evil.

7. But when he, who' is
tempted, is principled in love
to the Lord and love to the
neighbour, even as to the
natural man from the Lord
through the celestial and spirit
ual heavens, and perceives
himself thus beset, he prepares
to oppose evil and falsity by
Divine Truth from the Word,

8. Endeavouring, by' a
change of state" to search
out and destroy them in him
self, and this he accomplishes
both as to thought and affec
tion, in the course of the
conflict; and thus the church

plague was stayed from the
children of Israel.

9. And those that died by
the plague were twenty and
four thousand.

10. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

I I. Phinehas, the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron
the priest, hath turned my
wrath away from the chil-·
dren of Israel, in that he
was jealous with my jeal
ousy among them, so that I
consumed not the children
of Israel in' my jealousy.

12. Wherefore say, Be
hold, I give unto him my
covenant of peace:

13. And it shall be unto
him, and to his seed after
him, the covenant of an
everlasting priesthood; be
cause he was jealous for his
God, and made atonement
for the children of Israel.

14. Now the name of the
man of Israel that was slain,
who was slain with the
Midianitish woman, was

DD2

is delivered from the con
sequences of profane worship,
which would involve the com
plete destruction of remains.

9. But, however, he who
perseveres in' his wickedness
is completely devastated as to
all good and truth.

10. But with the good there
is further perception from the
Lord by Divine Truth,

I J. 'That celestial - natural
good from the Lord through
the celestial and spiritual
heavens removes aversion
from the Lord and promotes
conjunction with Him, because
it is zealous for the preserva
tion of the integrity of good
and truth in worship, and by
its life and actions promotes
the removal of aversion from
the Lord, so that nlan, in this
case, is not vastated.

12. Wherefore it is perceived
that conjunction with the Lord
and heavenly peace belong to
celestial-natural good,

13. And that to eternity it
is true that love, charity, and
obedience from love and
charity always effect regenera
tion by conjunction with the
Lord from Whom is all celes
tial love; for this love is
eminently zealous for good
and truth; and thence also is
the removal of all evil, by
which man is reconciled to
God.

14. But the quality of him
who, being a man of the
church, is vastated as to all
good and truth, because he
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. Israel abiding in Shittirn, and people beginning to commit
whoredom with the daughters of Moab, denotes that the man of the
Spiritual Church, before being made perfect, claims merit to himself

Zimri, the son of Salu, a
prmce of a fathers' house
arnong the Simeonites.

15. And the name of. the
Midianitish woman that was
slain was Cozbi, the daugh
ter of Zur; he was head of
the people of a fathers'
hau se in 1\/1 idian.

16. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, sayIng,

17. Vex the Midianites,
and smite them:

18. For they vex you with
their wiles, wherewith they
have beguiled you in the
matter of Pear, and in the
matter of Cozbi, thedaugh
ter of the prince of Midian,
their sister, which was slain
on the day of the plague in
the matter of Pear.

has corrupted and falsified
them, is such, that he must
be separated from the church,
since he has confirmed himself
in a state of opposition to it,
although he has been in its
primary truths, which teach
that faith in the understanding
must be followed by obedience
in the life.

IS. And the quality of the
falsity by which such are
deluded, is that it delights in
lying, externally, and in the
destruction of the heavenly
marriage internally, its central
principle', being the very essen
tial of all falsity.

16. And therefore there is
further revelation from the
Lord by Divine Truth giving
the' perception,

17. That all such falsity
should be utterly destroyed
both as to will and thought,

18. Because it is aggravat-
. iog and deceitful, especially in
making external worship alone
or from selfish motives, appear
to be lawful, and still more in
promoting deceit, and in violat
ing the heavenly marriage,
through the abuse of intellect
ual truth by falsifications, and
by the destruction of remains,
when corrupted worship is
confirmed as true.

for his good deeds, and consequently is influenced by the falsity
derived from the evil of adulterated good, and falsifies the truth.
3654, 1293, 9472 , 489, 2468, 2466, 10,652.

2. The Moabites calling the people to the sacrifices of their gods,
denotes that consequently Divine worship is profaned by falsities,
2468, 1259, 923, 9283; the people eating, denotes that evil is appro
priated, 125,9, 1287; and bowing down to their gods, denotes a decline
to a state of falsity from corrupted good, 2153, 9283.

3. Israel joining himself to Baal-peor, denotes that the church is
in selfish love most external, 3654, chap. xxiii. 28; and the anger of
the Lord being kindled against Israel, denotes aversion from the
Lord, 5798.

4. The Lord saying unto Moses, denotes perception from Divine
Good by Divine Truth, 2001, 7010, 1822; "Take all the chiefs of the
people, and hang- them up unto the Lord before the sun," denotes
that the essential principles of such worship lead men to a state of
confirmation in selfish love, 10,652; and "that the fierce anger of the
Lord may turn away from Israel," denotes unless there is repentance
by which aversion may be removed and conjunction may be estab
lished, 5798, 10,702, 2001.

5. Moses saying unto the judges of Israel, denotes perception given
from Divine Truth to the rational faculty, 7010, 1822, 9°47; and
"Slay ye everyone his men that have joined themselves unto Baal
peor ," denotes that the man of the church must at once reject such
profane worship, 6767, 10,652 , ver. 3.

6. One of the children of Israel coming and bringing unto his
brethren a Midianitish woman, denotes that it certainly happens
with such false worshippers that infernal falsity conjoined with
evil will openly corrupt the church, 32424, 5947, 3654, 367; in the
sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation (or assembly)
of the children of Israel, denotes especially as to the affections of
good, and as regards Divine Truth internal and external, 367, 7010,
7843, 3654; and while they were weeping at the door of the tent of
meeting denotes, even when in a state of temptation, there is mourn
ing- on account of lost truth, and fluctuation between good and evil,
2689, 2356, 2357·

7. Phinehas means mouth of brass, and therefore he denotes love
to the Lord and love to the neighbour even as to the natural man,
3313, 425, 1038; the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,
denotes procedure from the Lord through the celestial and spiritual
heavens, 9812, 10,017; seeing it denotes perception, 2150; and rising
up from the midst of the congregation (or assembly) and taking a
spear in his hand, denotes preparation to oppose evil and falsity by
Divine Truth from the Word, 24°1, 200, 2686, 878.

In the reference it is shown that Eleazar denotes the natural
degree, which is according to the series there; but here, according to
the series, he signifies the spiritual degree, because after the death of
Nadab and Abihu he took up their representation, and also after the
death of Aaron, the representation of the celestial' degree.

8. His goin'g after the man of Israel into the pavilion, denotes an
endeavour by a change of state to search au t and destroy evil and
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falsity in himself, 3335, ver, 6, 32424; and his thrusting both of them
through, clearly denotes that this he accomplishes as to thought and
affection in the course of the conflict, 4727, 476; while by the plague
being stayed from the children of Israel is denoted that the church
is delivered from the consequences of profane worship which would
involve the destruction of remains, 10,219, 3654.

9. Those that died by the plague being twenty and four thousand,
denotes that he who perseveres in his wickedness is completely
devastated as to all good and truth, 6119, 10,219, 10,652.

10. The Lord speaking unto Moses and saying, denotes that with
the good there is further perception from the Lord by Divine Truth,
2001, 2951, 7010, 1822.

II. "Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest,"
denotes celestial-natural good from the Lord through the celestial
and spiritual heavens, ver. 7; "hath turned nlY wrath away from the
children of, Israel," denotes that this removes aversion from the Lord
and promotes conjunction with Him, 5798, 2001, 10,702; "in that he
was jealous .with my jealousy among- them,"· denotea/because it is
zealous for the preservation of the integrity of good and truth in
worship, 8875; and "so that I consumed not the children of Israel
in my jealousy" denotes that, by its life and actions, celestial-natural
love promotes the removal of aversion from the Lord, so that man, in
this case; is not vastated, 10,431, 3654 8875.

12. "vVherefore say, Behold I give unto him my covenant of
peace," denotes that it is perceived that conjunction with the Lord
and heavenly peace belong to celestial-natural good, 1822, 666, 8899.

13. "It shall be unto him, and to his seed after him the covenant
of an everlasting priesthood; because he was jealous for his God, and
made atonement for the children of Israel," denotes that, to eternity,
it is true that. love, charity, and obedience from love and charity,
always effect regeneration by conjunction with the Lord from Whom
is all celestial love; for this love is eminently zealous for g-ood and
truth, and thence also is the removal of all evil, by which man is
reconciled to God, ver. 7, 726, 666, 9946, 8875, 2001, 10,042, 3654.

14. The name of the man of Israel that was slain, who was
slain with the Midianitish woman, being- Zimri the son of Salu, a
prince of a fathers' house among the Simeonites, denotes that the
quality of him who, being a man of the church, is vastated as to all
good and truth, because he has corrupted and falsified them, is such
that he must be separated from the church, since he has confirmed
himself in a state of opposition to it, although he has been in its
primary truths, which teach that faith in the understanding must be
followed by obedience in the life, 145, 476, 3654, 4727, 1482, 7833,
~869. .But Zimri means 1ny field, my vine, my branch, arid is derived
from a root which means cut off. or pruned, and thus he denotes a
corrupted man of the Spiritual Church requiring to be separated on
account of his corruption, because confirmed in evil, 1071 , 5302, 3292;
and his being the son of Salu and a Simeonite, denotes his origin
and quality as one who has been disposed to obedience from faith,
5912 , 3869-

15. The name of the Midianitish woman that was slain being
Cozbi the daughter of Zur, and his being head of the people of a
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fathers' house in Midian, denotes' that. the quality of the falsity by
which such are deluded is that it delights in lying, externally, and
in the destruction of the heavenly marriage, internally, its central
principle being- the very essential of all falsity, 145, 476, 3242, 4727,
3728, 7833. But Cozbi means a liar, and thus she denotes falsity,
externally; Zur means adulterous, and therefore denotes what
destroys the heavenly marriage, internally, and Zur being the head
of a people of a fathers' house 'in Midian, denotes that its central
principle, indeed, is the very essential of all falsity, 3728, 1259,
7833, 3242 •

16. The Lord speaking unto Moses saying, denotes that therefore
there is further revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth giving the
perception, 2001, 2951, 7010, 1822.

17. "Vex the Midianites and smite them," denotes that all falsity
should be utterly destroyed both as to will and thought, 9313,

42 51 , 3242 •

18. "For they vex you with their wiles wherewith they have
beguiled you in the matter of Pear," 'denotes" because it is aggravat
ing and deceitful, especially in making- external worship alone, or
from selfish motives, appear to be lawful," verso 2, 3; "and in the
matter of Cozbi the daughter of a prince of Midian their sister, which
was slain on the day of the plague in the matter of Peor," denotes
"and still more in promoting deceit, and in violating the heavenly
marriage, through the abuse of intellectual truth by falsifications,
and by the destruction of remains, when corrupted worship is
confirmed as true," verso 6-9, an~ 14-15, 1475. ,

From this interesting little chapter we learn, in the literal sense,
that although the false prophet Balaam was not permitted to curse
the children of Israel, as Balak so earnestly desired, the reason being
because they represented the true Spiritual Church of the Lord, yet
he afterwards succeeded in gratifying the king of the Moabites by
enticing the. Israelites to the worship of their false gods" and also
to commit whoredom with the women of Midian, by which, as we
have learned, is represented the falsification of the truth of the church
by those who are in a state of adulterated good; for the Israelites,
while in the plains of Moab, also represented such profanation of the
truth. And that this action of the Israelites occurred through the
advice of Balaam we learn from chap. xxxi.. 16. But our first section
especially teaches that when the man of the church is in this state
of adulterated good, he is led to claim merit to himself for his good
deeds, which is signified by the people abiding in Shittim. For this
word means, according to Cruden, what turns away or divests, or
scourge, or rods, or thorns, and thus denotes the evils and falsities
of selfish love, which claim merit to themselves for their good deeds
on account of the wood which grew' in that district; wood signifying
the good of merit. But, in the best sense, this place, for the same
reason, denotes" the goods of merit which are from the Lord, and
thus which are the Lord's alone (as) appears from the signification of
wood as denoting the good of merit, concerning which see nos. I I 10,
2784, 2812, 4943, 8740. The good of merit is the good.which proceeds
from the Lord's Divine Human, and which is Christian good, that
is spiritual good with man," 9472. Now this passage requires par
ticular attention, for otherwise it may be misunderstood. It is said
that the good of merit is spiritual good with man, but as just above
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it is also said that such goods are the Lord's alone, it is evident that
in proportion as anyone receives this good and acknowledges it, in
the same proportion he will cease to claim merit to himself, or to be
selfishly delighted with the good he does. One of the indications,
therefore, that we are in spiritual good is that we cease to claim
merit because we do good for the sake of .good, and arf ashamed
of the selfish feeling of pleasure because ~e have done some good
thing. And hence now we see what is incant spiritually, in the
opposite sense, by the Israelites abiding in Shittim, when they bowed
down to the gods of the Moabites, and committed wh~edom with 'the
daughters of Moab,

But in the other part of this section we are to understand, by the
punishment inflicted upon the chiefs, that whenever man profanes
worship by making it selfish, he becomes more and more confirmed
in selfishness, unless he repents truly and utterly rejects such worship.
It is essential, therefore, that every man of the church should most
diligently avoid these three evils, namely, the claiming of merit,
worshipping the Lord only from selfish motives, and falsifying the
truth of the Word by doing so. And we now proceed to the second
section.

And the important lesson here set before us in the internal sense is
that so surely as we love and practise any evil thing in secret, so
surely it will happen that we shall at length corrupt the church to
which we belong by practising it openly, just as one of the children
of Israel brought unto his brethren -a Midianitish woman in the sight
of all the congregation of the children of Israel. And particularly
will it come to pass, if we persist in falsifying the truth of the church
by conjoining it with evil affections, while yet we appear before men
as pious and good Christians, that at length our wickedness will be
made manifest to all, unless we diligently do the work of repentance
internally as well as externally, even because we have been made
conscious of our sinfulness, and have spiritually wept at the door of
the tent of meeting, by which is signified mourning on account of lost
truth, and fluctuation between good and evil in a state of temptation.

And also we next have to reflect upon what immediately follows;
for. this describes the state of temptation, and the victory which
must surely be ours if, indeed, we are determined to do what is here
taught. First, then, in order to successfully overcome the tendency in
ourselves to profane worship, even the worship of a good life, as well
as that of the sanctuary, we must act from the affection of natural
good, which the Lord has given us, and no longer from selfish
motives; for it is this natural good which is represented by Phinehas
the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, as the meaning of the
name Phinehas clearly shows, as well as the signification of Eleazar,
and Aaron, as given in the foregoing explanation. It may here be
asked, however, how we can act from this natural good if we have it
not, and if we are only conscious of selfish good. The answer is that
no •one who is acquainted with the truths of the church from the
Word. nee~s to be without this natural good, because these truths
are given ~n order .that everyone may a~t according to them, and
not according to hIS ?wn me~ely selfish Impulses and desires; and
when a person does this he acts from the natural good, which comes
fron: the Lord, an~ is embodied in tru.ths he has learned. For good
continually flows In from the Lord Into the truths which a man
knows, and when he obeys those truths, even simply because they
are truths, then he has natural good from the Lord, and he is filled
wit~ zeal to destroy in himself the falsity and evil which pervert and
falsify the truth, and make him fancy that selfish worship is true
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worship, And here we have to remember also that this natural good
comes to us from the Lord through spiritual and celestial good,
namely, .such good as is represented by Eleazar and Aaron respectively.

But now we read that Phinehas took a spear in his hand, with
which he destroyed. the guilty couple, in consequence of which the
plague among the Israelites was stayed. And we learn from the
explanation already given that this spear signifies Divine Truth from
the Word. Hence therefore we have a very valuable practical lesson.
That Ts, we learn that no state of evil can be overcome simply by
the knowledge of the truth, or by the desire to be good which flows

into· such knowledge. On the contrary, if we wish to conquer evil by
power given to us in natural good from the Lord, we must properly
apply the truth from the Word, which condemns as well as exposes
the very evil by which we are troubled. And as for the plague, we
also know that it denotes the destruction of remains, by which is
meant that the good and truth stored up in the interior degrees of
the human mind by the Lord is-rio longer of use in promoting the
salvation of man, although nothing that is good and true can ever
be absolutely destroyed,

But next we have to. consider the reward of Phinehas; and here
indeed, as at the close of the last chapter, we saw clearly the real
meaning of the Lord's work of Redemption, so now we have clearly
set before us His work of Atonement, or of the reconciliation of man
with God through the reception of good from Him. For this is
exactly the teaching of the apostle Paul where he says, "God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not reckoning unto them
their trespasses" (2 Cor. v. 19), as well as the teaching in the spiritual
sense of the early chapters of the book of Leviticus. And, in this
connection, it may be useful to point out the true doctrine of imputa
tion, or of reckoning, as it is here called. For can anyone imagine, for
a moment, that the all-loving and all-wise God and Lord can impute to
a finite man anything, which he cannot possess, as a finite man? And
when this is seen to be impossible, it may also be seen that neither
could the sins of mankind be imputed to the Lord the Redeemer so that
He suffered the punishment due to man; nor could the righteousness
of the Lord be imputed to man, so that he could be righteous on
account of the Lord's obedience; for Redemption was a Divine work,
and could not be thus imputed. But, in the true sense, evil is not
imputed to a person who believes in the Lord, is redeemed by Him,
and regenerated, because he ceases to be in evil, by such redemption
and regeneration; while good is imputed to 'such a person because
he is in good from the Lord continually by virtue of such redemption
and regeneration. And lastly the covenant of peace here given to
Phinehas, denotes that conjunction with the Lord and heavenly peace
belong to him who is in celestial-natural good, since this means no
longer any conflict between the internal and external man, on account
of the perfect harmony between them. This then is the glorious
prospect for all those who truly love the Lord. .

And now, again combining- the last two sections, we cannot fail,
in the first instance, to notice once more the adaptability of the
names here mentioned to the purposes of the inner sense, through
the correspondence of the meaning of each; and although that of Salu
does not appear in our lists, yet we find the word under a root which,
in one of its forms, signifies opposition through selfish ·love, and we
know that this is the character of those represented by Zimri. And
secondly, we are led to reflect that it is the duty of the man of the
Spiritual Church, earnestly and intelligently, by power given from the
Lord, to contend against all forms of falsity from evil. For such
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falsities, as the narrative in the literal sense, and the series of the
internal sense forcibly show, are calculated, when cultivated, to prove
destructive of all heavenly principles. May we then, here and in
other parts of the Word in which the Midianites are named, and
represent in the internal sense falsities from evil, profit by the
instruction given, and especially remember that only truth and good
can agree together, and by no means falsity and good; while, not
withstanding, those who innocently believe some falsity to be the
truth, because their religion teaches that it is so, are excused for their
error, if they are in good-even the good represented by Phinehas
and are at Tength delivered entirely from such falsities, and have
given to them truths agreeing with their good. And thus we now
see that the last section of our chapter sets prominently before us the
law of Divine Order concerning the final removal of falsities in the
church and in the individual.

CHAPTER XXVI

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. Concerning the re-ordination and re-arrangement of the states
of the man of the church by the Lord after states of evil and
temptation, verso 1-65.

i. This takes place according to Divine Truth and Divine Good,
from states of intelligence as to truth to states of the love of good,
and includes all who can engage in the conflicts of temptation,
verso 1-4.

2. The derivations and quality as to good and truth are described
of faith in the understanding, verso 5-1 I; of faith in the will, or
obedience, verso 12-14; of good works, verso 15-18; of celestial love,
verso 19-22; of celestial conjugial love, verso 23-25; of the heavenly
marriage, verso 26, 27; of the celestial of the spiritual, or of charity
generally, as to the new will of good, verso 28-34, and as to the new
understanding of truth, verso 35-37; of the life of truth from good
in the natural man, verso 38-41; of the affirmation of truth, verso
42-43 ; of natural delight, verso 44~47; of the resistance of the natural
man to evil in temptations, verso 48-50; and of the church in general,
ver. 51.

3. It is according to Divine Providence that everyone should be
in his own good, verso 52-56. .

4. Concerning the derivations and quality of charity and love in
particular, verso 57-65.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And it came to pass
after the plague, that the
LORD spake unto Moses and
unto Eleazar the son' of
Aaron the priest, saying,

2. Take the sum of all the
congregation of the children
of Israel, from twenty years
old and upward, by their
fathers' houses, all that are
able to go forth to war in
Israel.

41 I

10 It happens in the spiritual
life that after states of evil
and temptation, when remains
are destroyed or suffer injury,
that the Lord by Divine Truth,
interior and exterior, derived
from Divine Good, gives the
perception,

2. That the states of man,
from states of the intelligence
of truth to states of the love
of good, including all who can
engage in the conflicts of
temptation, are to be re
ordinated and .re-arranged.
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3. And Moses and Eleazar
the priest spake with them
in the plains of Moab by the
Jordan at Jericho, saying,

4. Take the SU1n of the
people, from twenty years
old and upward j as the
LORD commanded Moses
and the children of Israel,
which came forth out of the
land of EgYVt.

5. Reuben, the firstborn
of Israel: the sons of
Reuben; of Hanoch, the
family of the Hanochites:
of Pallu, the family of the
Palluites. :

6. Of Hezron, the family
of the Hezronites : of Carmi,
the family of the Carmites. '

7. These are the families
of the Reubenites: and they
that were numbered of them
were forty and three thou
sand and seven hundred and
thirty.

8. And the sons of Pallu;
Eliab.

9. And the sons of Eliab;
Nemuel, and Dathan, and

3. And this, takes place from
Divine Truth and Divine Good
when revelation is made in a
state of the "adulteration of
good, and a state most ex
ternal as to the knowledges of
good and, truth,

4. In which nevertheless
there is some intelligence, and
some good arising from the
Lord's work of Redemption
through influx into the in
teriors and exteriors.

5. And offaith in the under
standing which is first as to
outward appearance in the
Spiritual Church, the deriva
tions are,' that which ,gives in
struction including those who
teach; that which causes ven
eration for the truth, compris
ing those who instruct in
things interior;

6. That which accurately
defines truths, including those
who teach more interiorly;
and that which unites' truth
with good, including those
who establish faith in them
selves by conjunction with
charity.

7. All these are derivations
of faith; and their quality is
that arising' from' a full course
of temptations, involving per
fection as to truths, and a holy
state of good and truth con
joined.

8. And from veneration for
truth is derived the good of
truth,

9. From which proceed in
their order, exterior truths,

Abiram. These are that
Dathan and Abiram, which
were called of the congrega
tion, who strove against
Moses and against Aaron in
the company of Korah,
when they strove against the
LORD:

10. And the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed
them up Iogether with'
Koren, when that company
died; vv hat time the fire de
voured two hundred and
fifty men, and they became
a sign.

1 I. Notwithstanding the
sons of Korah died not.

12. The sons of Simeon
after their families: of
Nemuel, the family of the
Nemuelites: of Jamin, the
family of the jamin ites : of
Jachin, the family of the
Jachinites :

13. Of Zerah, the family
of the Zerahites: of Shaul,
the family of the Shaulites.

14. These are the families
of the Simeonites, twenty
and two thousand and two
hundred.

15. The sons of Gad after
their, families: of Zephon,
the family of the Zephon
ites: of Haggi, the family
of the Haggites: of Shuni,
the family of the Shunites :

interior truths, and interior
good; but the latter being
falsified and adulterated, al
though, in their purity distin
guished in the church by their
eminent uses" are opposed to
Divine Truth and Divine
Good, when associated with
corrupted worship from selfish
love.

10. The consequence of
which is condemnation to hell
when external things prevail,
and interior things are vas
tated through the violence of
evil passions, all these being
a token of the opposition of
selfish love to Divine Love.

I I. But nevertheless genuine
truth from good cannot be
destroyed.

12. Of the good of faith
which is faith in the will, or
obedience, the derivations are
exterior good, interior good,
and inmost good, including
those who are in such goods
respectively,

13. These having their origin
in celestial good external, and
this again in celestial good
internal.

14. And the quality of the
good of truth in general is the
full conjunction of good with
truth and of truth with good.

IS. Of good works the de
rivations are those which are
done without affection; those
which are done from a little
affection springing from
external worship without
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17· Of Arod, the family 17. Those which are done
of the Arodites: of Areli, from the genuine affection of
the family of the Arelites, . truth; and those which are

done from the love of good or
from charity.

16. Of Ozni, the family of
the Oznites: of Eri,· the
family of the Erites:

18. These are the families
of the sons of Gad according
to those that were numbered
of 'them, forty thousand and
five hundred.

19· The sons of Judah, Er
and Onan : and Er and
Onan died in the land of
Canaan.

20. And the sons of Judah
after their families were; of
Shelah, the family of the
Shelanites: of Perez, the
family of the Perezites: of
Zerah, the family of the
Zerahites.

2 I. And the sons of Perez
were ; of Hezron, the family
of the Hezronites : of
Hamul, the family of the
Hamulites.

22. These are the families
of Judah according to those
that were numbered of them,
threescore and sixteen thou-

.sand and five hundred.

internal; and those which are
done from affection conjoined
with some conflicts in the
work of repentance;

16. Those which are done
from a principle of love and
fai th ; those which are done
from interior delights;

18. And the quality of good
works in. general according to
ordination and arrangement, is
that acquired by a full course
of temptations and a full state
as to remains of good and
truth.

19. Of celestial love the de
rivations are, when that love
is corrupted, falsity and evil;
and these are rooted out dur
ing regeneration;

. 20. But· from genuine celes
tial love are derived natural
good, spiritual good, and
celestial good, according to
their varieties.

2 I. And the deriva tions of
charity or spiritual love, are
the truths of the Spiritual
Church external and internal.

22. These are the deriva
tions of celestial love, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, the general quality of
which is a holy state of good

23. The sons of Issachar
after their families: of Tala,
the family of the Tolaites :
of Puvah, the family of the
Punites :

24. Of Jashub, the family
of the Jashubites: of Shim
ron, the family of the Shim
ronites.

2S. These are the families
of Issachar according to
those that were numbered of
them, threescore and four
thousand and three hundred.

26. The sons of Zebulun
after their families : of
Sered, the family of the
Seredites : of Elan, the
fainily of the Elonites: of
Jahleel, the tamily of the
Jahleelites.

27. These are the families
of the Zebulunites according
to those that were numbered
of them, threescore thousand
and five hundred.

:28. The sons of Joseph
after their families: Manas
seh and Ephraim.

29. The sons of 'l\1anas
seh: of Machir, the family
of the Machirites: and
Machir begat Gilead: of
Gilead, the family of the
Gileadites .

procured through temptations,
'and fulness of truths thence
derived.

23. Of celestial conjugial
love the derivations are natural
love external and internal;

24. Spiritual love external
and internal;

25. And the quality of these,
according to ordination and
arrangement, is truth fully
conjoined with good through
temptations in each degree.

26. Of the heavenly mar
riage the derivations are its
degrees as to natural, spirit
ual, and celestial life;

27. And the quality of these,
according to ordination and
arrangement, is truth fully
conjoined with good confirmed
through temptations in each
degree.

28. Of the celestial of the
spiritual or charity the deriva
tions are the new will of good
and the new understanding of
truth;

29. And the derivations of
the new will of good are alien
ation from selfish love, and
thence the first good of the
natural man derived from the
Lord, and its derivations,
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30. These are the sons of
Gilead: of Iezer, the family
of the Iezerites: of Helek,
the family of the Helekites :

3 I. And of Asriel, the
family of the Asrielites : and
of Shechern, the family of
the Shechemites :

32 • And of Shemida, the
family of the Shemidaites:
and of Hepher, the family of
the Hepherites.

33. And Zelophehad the
son of Hepher had no sons,
but daughters: and the
names of the daughters of
Zelophehad were Mahlah,
and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah,
and Tirzah ,

34. These are the families
of Manasseh: and they that
were numbered of them were
fifty and two thousand and
seven hundred.

35. These are the sons of
Ephraim after their families:
of Shuthelah, the family
of the Shuthelahites: of
Becher, the family of the
Becherites: of Tahan, the
family of the Tahanites.

36. And these are 'the
sons of Shuthelah : of Eran,
the family of the Eranites.

37. These are the families
of the sons of Ephraim

30. Which are the acknow
ledgment that without the
Lord there is no life; the
acquisition of truths;

31. The conjunction of good
and truth from a principle of
truth; the increasing power of
good;

32. A new quality thence
derived; and full power to in
vestigate good and truth.

33. But there are some in
the external church who are
in good from the ,general prin
ciple of truth, having no par
ticular truths, but only the
affections of truth which are,
in order, the adulterated love
of truth, the exterior and in
terior love of truth, and the
inmost love of truth.

34. And all these are derived
from the new will of good;
and their quality, according to
ordination and arrangement, is
that they have a sufficiency of
remains, the conjunction of
good with truth, and a state
of holiness thence.

25. Of those who are in the
new understanding of truth
the derivations are truth in the
understanding- ; truth as a
principle of life; and truth con..
firmed or established.

36. And from truth in the
understanding is derived also
wisdom or cunning.

37. And the quality of the
new understanding in general,

according to those that were
n umbered of them, thirty
and two thousand and five
hundred. . These are the
sons of Joseph after their
families.

38. The sons of Benjamin
after their families :. of Bela,
the familv of the Belaites:
of Ashbel, the family of the
Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the
family of the Ahiramites :

39. Of Shephupham, the
family of the Shuphamites :
of Hupham, the family of
the Huphamites,

40. Arid the sons of Bela
were Ard and Naaman : of
A rd, the family of the Ard
ites: of Naaman, the family
of the Naamites. '

4 I. These are the sons
of Benjamin after their
families: and they that were
numbered of them were
forty and five thousand and
six hundred.

42 • These are the sons of
Dan after their families: of
Shuham, the family of the
Shuhamites. These are the
families of Dan after their
families.

43· All the families of the
Shuhamites, according to
those that were numbered of

EE

according to ordination and
arrangement, is completeness
as to good and truth in the
new state. All these are de
rivations from the celestial of
the spiritual according to
general principles.

38. Of those who are in the
life of truth from good in the
natural man the derivations
are truth which overcomes
evil, or those who are in the
knowledge of truth; good
which resists evil, or those
who are in such good; the
holy principle of charity from
which these spring, or all who
are in such charity;

39. Wisdom from the Lord ';
and inmost love; or those who
are in such wisdom and love.

40. And from the truth of
good are also derived natural
knowledge and natural delight.

4 1 • All these are derived
from the life of truth from
good, and their quality, ac
cording to ordination and
arrangement, is that of a full
state of temptation as to both
good and truth.

42 • Of the affirmation of
truth .the derivations are the
ultimate form of truth in the
natural man, and those who
are in such truths.

43. And their quality, ac
cording to ordination and
arrangement, is the new state
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56. According to the lot . 56. For of Divine Provi-
shall their inheritance be dence it is that good must be
divided between the more . either spiritual or celestial
and the fewer. with the man of the church.

them, were threescore and
four thousand and four
hundred.

44. The sons of Asher
after their families: of
Imnah, the family of the
Imnites : of Ishvi, the family
of the Ishvites: of Beriah,
the family of the Beriites.

45. Of the sons of Beriah :
of Heber, the family of the
Heberites: of Malchiel, the
family of the Malchielites.

46. And the name of the
daughter of Asher was
Serah.

47· These are the families
of the sons of Asher accord
ing to those that were num
bered of them, fifty and
three thousand and four
hundred.

48. The sons of Naphtali
after their families: of Jah
zee]~ the family. of the Jah
zeelites : of Guni, the family
of the Gunites :

49· Of Jezer, the family of
the Jezerrtes : of Shillem
the familv of the Shillem~
ites , "'

50. These are the families
of Naphtali according to
their families: and they that
were numbered of them were
forty and five thousand and
four hundred.

of the natural man in ex
ternals, through full con..
junction with the spiritual and
celestial, by victory in tempta
tions.

44. Of natural delight the
derivations are truth from
good; good from that truth;
and simple truth which de
fends man in temptations;

45. And from these again
are derived truths still more
interior as to life and doctrine.

46. And thus the genuine
affection for good and truth is
developed by means of natural
delight.

47. And the quality of
natural delight in general,
according to ordination and
arrangement, is fulness of
external as to both truth and
conjunction,

48. Of the resistance of the
natural man in temptation the
derivations are truth ob~yed
externally in opposition to
evil; the same obeyed from
the affection thereof;

49· The formation of char
acter; and a state of peace
with the good, and of retribu
tion with the wicked.

50. And the quality of this
resistance in general, accord
ing to ?rdinatioz: and arrange
ment, IS full resistance to evil
in temptation, and fulness of
truth conjoined with good.

5I. These are they that
were numbered of the chil
dren of Israel, six hundred
thousand and a thousand
seven hundred and thirty.

52. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

53. Unto these the land
shall be divided for an in
heritance according to the
number of names.

54. To the more thou.'
shalt give the more inherit
ance, and to the fewer thou
shalt give the less inherit
ance: to everyone accord
ing to those that were
numbered of him shall his

. inheritance be given. .

55. Notwithstanding the
land shall be divided by lot:
according to the names of
the tribes of their fathers
they shall inherit.

57. And these are they
that were numbered of "(he
Levites after their families:
of .Gershon, the family of
the Gershonites : of Kohath,
the family of the Kohath
ites: of Merari, the family
of the Merarites,

EE2

5 I. And further, the quality
of the man iof the chugch in
general as to all his faculties,
according to ordination and
arrangement, is complete pre
paration for spiritual conflict
against interior evils; a full
state of good; and relative
completeness as to truths.

52. And there is revelation
from the Lord by Divine
Truth giving the perception,

53. That everyone shall be
in his own good .according to
regeneration from the Lord;
and according to the states
ordained and arranged by Him
in consequence.

54. By those who are in
good from truths, and by
those who are in charity, good
is received from the Lord
accordingly; and the quality is
according to the ordination
and arrangement of truths in
good by Him.

55. And this is of the Divine
Providence, particular truths
and 'goods being arranged
under general truths and
goods.

57. But those who are in
charity and love, are distin
guished from those who are
in the good of truth; and their
derivations are those who are
in obscurity as to good, those
who are in brightness as to
good; and those who are in
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58. These are the families
of Levi: the family of the
Libnites, the family of the
Hebronites, the family of
the Mahlites, the family of
the Mushites, the family
of the Korahites. And
Kohath begat Amram ,

59. And the name of Am
rarrr's wife was Jochebed,
the daughter of Levi, who
was born to Levi in ]~'gypt :
and she bare unto Amram
Aaron and Moses, and
Miriam their sister.

60. And unto Aaron were
born Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and I tharnar ,

61. And Nadab and
Abihu died, when they
offered strange fire before
the LORD.

obscurity as to truth from
good.

58. And of these the deriva
tions are those who are in
greater obscurity as' to good;
those who are in less bright
ness as to good; those who
are in obscurity as to good
and truth; and those who are
in truth without good. But
on the other hand, Divine
Truth from the Lord produces
inmost good. .

59. And the quality of the
truth conjoined with inmost
good is most excellent, being
the affection of truth from
good derived from the Lord
through the work of redemp
tion; and thence proceed by
conjunction with inmost good,
celestial good, celestial truth
or the Divine Law and the
good of faith which apper
tains to intellectual, truth.

60. But celestial good pro
duces spiritual good internal
and external; and then again
natural good internal and ex
ternal.

61. And yet when spiritual
truth and good are profaned
by the man of the church,
spiritual death is the con
sequence.

given them' among the
children of Israel.

63. These are that they
were numbered by Moses
and Eleazar the priest; who
numbered the children of
Israel in the plain of Moab
by the Jordanat Jericho.

64. But among these there
was not a man· of them that
were numbered by Moses
and Aaron the priest; who
numbered the children of
Israel in the wilderness of
Sinai.

65. For the LORD had
said of them, They shall
surely die in the wilderness.
And there was. not .left .<1

man of them, save Caleb
the son of Jephunneh, and
Joshua the SOh of Nun.

ordinated and arranged even
in the celestial heaven; nor is
celestial good to be confused
with spiritual good.

63. And the' quality of the
church inwardly, according to
ordination and arrangement,
is known only from the Lord
by means of Divine Truth and
Divine Good; from these only
is it known, by those who are
in the Spiritual Church by con
flict against evil, and who are
prepared for interior conflict,
in a state of adulterated good
external as to both truth and
good, and yet endowed with
the knowledges of truth and
good, by which falsities which
defend evil are to be opposed.

64- But none who are prin
cipled in what' is evil and
false, and who fear the spirit
ual conflict, can engage there
in, even though they have been
in obscure good, through de
fect of truths.

65. For it is according to
Divine Order frorn : Divine
Lo:re, that such shall perish in
their obscurity; and that none
can be saved but those who
are in truth from good by
celestial love, and those who
are in good from truth by
spiritual love.

62. And they that were
numbered of them were
twenty and three thousand,
every male from a month old
and upward: for they were
not. numbered among the
children of Israel, because
there was no inheritance

62. And the quality of love
and charity by means of
truths, commencing from a
state of fai th and proceeding.
to the good of charity, accord
ing to ordination and arrange
ment, .is the full conjunction
of good and truth; but good
apart from truth cannot be

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. !3Y it ,~oming to pass, is ~~~oted ~hat a change of state happens,
4979, ~y after the plague, IS denoted. after states of evil and
temptation when ret;lalns are destroyed, or suffer injury, JO,2 19; and
by the Lord speaking unto Moses and ~nto Eleazar the son of
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~ar0!1 the priest, saying, is denoted that the Lord, by Divine Truth
interior and exterior, derived from Divine Good, gives the perception,
2001, 2951, 7010, 9812, 5912, 9946, 1822. .

7' "Take the s~nl of all the congregation, or assembly, of the
children of Israel,' denotes that the states of nlan are to be re
ordinated and re-arranged, 10,217, 7843, 3654; "from twenty years
old and upward," denotes from states of intelligence in truth to
states of the love of good, 10,225;" by their fathers' houses," denotes
states of the love of good, 7833; and "all that are able to go forth
to •war in Israel," denotes all who can engage in the conflicts of
temptation, 10,225, 1664.

3, B~ Moses and Eleazar the priest speaking with them, is denoted
that this takes place from Divine Truth and Divine Good when
revelation is made, 7010, 9812, 9946, 2951; and by "in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at Jericho saving," is denoted perception in a
state of the adulteration of good, ...and a state most external as to
the knowledges of good and truth, 2468, 1585, 93251°, 1822.

4, 'faking the sum of the people from twenty years old and
upward, denotes in which there is S0111e intelligence and sonle good,
10,225; and as the Lord commanded Moses and the children of
Is~ael, which carne forth out of the land of Egypt, denotes what
anses from the Lord's work of redemption through influx into the
interiors and exteriors, 2001, 5486, 7010, 3654, 8866.

5. Reuben, the firstborn of Israel, denotes faith in the understand
ing which is first as to outward appearance in the Spiritual Church
be~use he is named from seeing, 3863, 3325, 3654; Hanoch, th~.
family of the Hanochites, denotes the first derivative from faith
namely, that which gives instruction and also those who teach:
because this word means teaching or dedication, 6078, 7007, 471,
7833 ; and Pallu, the family of the Palluites, denotes that which causes
veneration for the truth, comprising those who instruct in things
interior, because this word is under a root whch means was mar
vellous,' and, considered as a son of Reuben, he therefore denotes
veneration for the truth taught, and those who teach interior truth
1754 on Isa. ix. 6, 7833. '

6. Hezron, the family of the Hezronites, denotes that which
accurately defines truths including those who teach more interiorly,
because Hezron means a field, an enclosure, a division, a court, and
theref?re denot~s clear definition, 3310, 9741, 4342"'4, 7833; and
Carmi, the family of the Carmites, denotes that which unites truth
wit~ gO,od, ir:cluding. those who e~tabl~sh faith in themselves by
conjunction with chanty, because Carmi means my vineyard, and
thus denotes the man of the church who cultivates charity, 1071,
7833.

7· These being the families of the Reubenites denotes that all these
ar~ derivations of faith, 3868; and they that were numbered of them
being forty and three thousand and seven hundred and thirty
denotes that they have a quality arising from a full course of telnpta:
tions, inv?lying perfection as to truths, and a holy state of good and
truth conjoined, 10,217, 730, 9825, 716'-9082.

8. The sons of Pallu being Eliab, denotes that from veneration
for the truth is derived the good of truth, because by Pallu is denoted

veneration for the truth, ver. 5; sons denote what is derivative, 5912 ;

and by Eliab is meant God rny father, thus signifying truth producing
good; 2001, 3703.

9. The sons of Eliab being Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram, denotes
that from the good of truth proceed, in their order, exterior truths,
interior truths, and interior good, because by Nemuel is meant what
is from God, and thus he signifies exterior truth, since he was a
descendant of Reuben, 2001, 3868; by Dathan is meant ionus or rites,
and therefore he signifies interior truth for the same reason, 162,
3868; and by Abiram, in the best sense, is meant high father, and
therefore he denotes interior good, 2148, 3703; and called of the
congregation, or assembly, who strove against Moses and against
Aaron in the company of Korah, when they strove against the Lord,
denotes that the latter being falsified and adulterated, although in
their purity distinguished in the church for their eminent uses, are
opposed to Divine Truth and Divine Good, when associated with
corrupted worship from selfish love, 9373, 9041, 7010, 9946, chap.
xvi. r, 200 I.

10. The earth opening her 1110uth and swallowing them up, together
with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire devoured
two hundred and fifty men, and their becoming. a sign, denotes that
the consequence is condemnation to hell, when external things
prevail, and interior things, are vastated, through the violence of
evil passions, all these being a .token of the opposition of selfish love
to Divine Love, chap. xvi. 32-35; 2037.

11. By the sons of Korah not dying, is denoted that nevertheless
genuine truth from good cannot be destroyed, 489. 8306, 8876, 8879,
8880.

12. The sons of Simeon after their families, denote those who are
in faith in the will, or in obedience, from a sense of duty, 3869,
7833; N emuel, the family of the Nemuelites, denotes obedience from
exterior good, because N emuel, as before shown, means what is [rom.
God, and in this case exterior good, since this Nemuel was a son
of Simeon, and is mentioned first, 2001, 3869; j amin, the family of
the j aminites, denotes interior good, because Jamin means the right
hand, and thus denotes good, and it is said interior good according
to the series, 10,061; and Jachin, the family of the jachinites, denotes
inmost good, because Jachin means firn1ly established, and therefore
denotes, according to the series, inmost good, 984, 10,061, 1276, 1277;
while the families denote clearly those who are in such goods
respectively, 7833.

13. Zerah, the family of the Zerahites, denotes that lower good
affections have their' origin from celestial good external, because by
Zerah is meant the east, rising of the sun, or brightness, and there
fore he denotes celestial good external according to the series, 1250,
4300, 3636; and Shaul, the family of the Shaulites, denotes this
again in celestial love internal, because by Shaul is meant asked,
requested, prayed for, and therefore he denotes, according to the
series, celestial good internal, 4358, 10,548, 2535.

14. These being the families of the Simeonites, denotes the good
of truth in general, which is good acquired in the beginning by
obedience to truth for the sake of being led into good successively,



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

as the previous verses show; and which culminates in the realization
of the highest state of good of which anyone is capable, 3869,
7833 ; and twenty and two thousand and two hundred denotes quality,
namely, the full conjunction of good with truth and of truth with
good, 5194, 2280, 8641, 10,217.

IS. The sons of Gad after their families, denotes good works and
their derivations, 3934, 7833; Zephon, the family of the Zephonites,
denotes ~ood works done without affection, because this word means
hidden} dark} the north, and therefore denotes actions done without
a perceptible motive, from ignorance or in a state of the obscurity of
truth without good, 6721, 1860, 3708; Haggi, the family of the
Haggites, denotes good works done from a little affection, springing
from external worship without internal, because by Haggi is meant
a festival, and therefore he denotes what is done from some external
delight, 3832, 7093; and Shuni, the family of the Shunites, denotes
good works done from affection conjoined with some .conflicts in
the. work of repentance, because this state naturally follows that
which precedes; but as the meaning of the term is not given in the
authorities and lexicons consulted, its correspondence cannot b~
deduced from the mere word, 3935. . .

16. Ozni, the family. of the Oznites, denotes .good works done from
a principle of love and faith, because by Ozni is meant hearing, and
thus he denotes obedience, and, it is sqid,," from a principle of love
and faith," because this state is a step more 'advanced than the
preceding, 2542; and Ed, the family of the Erites, denotes those
which are done from interior delight, because Eri means made bare,
and poured out, and therefore, in the best sense, signifies the mani
festation of the interior life in the exterior. 165, 3728, 97802, Isa.
xxxii. IS, 7833.

17. Arod, the family of the Arodites, denotes good works done
from the genuine affection for truth, because the Arodites, or Arva
dites, were an idolatrous nation in external worship without internal,
and therefore represented such worship; but here, in the best sense,
on account of the connection in which they are named, they denote
obedience from the affection for truth, which follows obedience from
natural delight, 1205; their city Aradus, which was situated on an
island off the coast of Phcenicia, thus denoting genuine doctrine, 402,
and its inhabitants the affection or love thereof, 4478; and Areli, the
family of the Arelites, denotes good works which are done from the
love of good, or from charity, because Areli was a name of the city
of Jerusalem, and also of the altar of burnt offering, and therefore
denotes the love of truth conjoined with the love of good, 402, 9388,
7833.

18. These being the families of the sons of Gad, according to those
that were numbered of them, denotes the quality according to ordina-·
tion and arrangement, of good works in general, 3934, 5912, 7833 ;
and forty thousand and five hundred denotes a full course of tempta
tions, and a full state as to remains of good and truth, 10,21 7, 730,
10,253· '

19. The sons of Judah, Er and Onan, denotes that the derivations
from celestial love, when that love is corrupted, are falsity and evil,
because by Judah is signified celestial love, 3880, 3881; by Er is
meant a watch or an enemy, and thus. he denotes falsity, 10,134,
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9314, and by Onan is meant pain, strength, iniquity, and t~us ~e
denotes evil, 5712, 5713, 3727 and 9156; and Er and Onan dYing. In
the land of Canaan denotes that these are rooted out during
regeneration, 1408, 6306.

20. The sons of Judah after their families, denotes the derivations
of genuine celestial love, 3880, 3881, 7833; Shelah, the family of the
Shelamites, denotes natural good, because by Shelah is meant
asked, and therefore he denotes what man has not from himself,
namely, good, and, it is said, natural good, becausehe is first named,
4358, 60243; Perez, the family of the Perezites, denotes spiritual
good, because by Perez is meant a breach, 4926-7; and Zerah, t~e
family of the Zerahites, denotes celestial good, because by Zerah IS
meant the rising of the sun, or the east, ver. 13, 60243

•

21. The sons of Perez, denote the derivations of spiritual love,
5912, 4926-7; Hezron, the family of the Hezronites, denotes the
external truths of the Spiritual Church, because by Hezron is meant
a field} an enclosure, a division, a court, and thus what is external,
verB 6; and Hamul, the family of the Hamulites, denotes the internal
truths of the Spiritual Church, because by Hamul is meant, probably,
forbearance, and thus grace or clemency, 2412 •

22. These being tile families of Judah, according to those that
were numbered of them, denotes that these are the derivations of
celestial love according to ordination and arrangement, 3880-1, 7833,
10,217 ; and threescore and sixteen thousand and five hundred, denotes
a holy state of good procured through temptations, and fulness of
truth thence derived, 716, 720, 10,253.

23. The sons of Issachar, after their families, denotes celestial
conjugial love and its derivations, 3956, 7833; Tala, the family of the
Tolaites, denotes natural love, external, because by Tala is meant
a worm} or scarlet, 8481, 9468; and Puvah, the family of the
Punites, denotes, therefore, natural love' internal according to the
series, but the meaning of the word does not appear from the
authorities consulted; in the lexicon, however, it is under the root
meaning here, hither, and thus indicates a succeeding state in har
mony with the subject, and hence in this place, natural love internal,
6843.

24. J ashub, the family of the J ashubites, denotes spiritual love
external, because by Jashub is meant to sit down or to dwell, said of
an advancing state according to the series, 1293, this whole chapter
describing the progress and quality of the spiritual man, or church,
38623; and Shimron, the family of the Shimronites, denotes spiritual
love internal, because by Shimron is meant preserved or kept, and
a variation of it denotes the Spiritual Church, 372, 82115 , 2702 5 •

25. These being the families of Issachar according to those that
were numbered of them, denotes the quality of those in celestial
conjugial love and its derivations, according to' ordination and
arrangement, 3956, 7833, 10,217; and threescore and four thousand
and three hundred, denotes truth fully conjoined with good through
temptations in each degree, 3306, 9103, 9825.

26. The sons of Zebulun after their families, denotes the heavenly
marriage and its derivations, 3960, 3961, 7833; Sered, the family of



THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

the. Seredites, Elon, the family of the Elonites, and Jahleel, the
family of ~he Jahleelites, denotes its degrees as to natural, spiritual
~nd celestial life, because by Sered is' denoted natural life, since it
IS first named, and its meaning does not appear in the authorities
consulted or if! the lexicons; so that its signification must be deduced
from the series, 1224, 9845 ; by Elon is meant an oak, or a lofty tree,
~nd therefore he denotes spiritual life, 1616, 2148; and by Jahleel
IS mean t hope in God, and therefore he denotes celestial life, 6578,
2001.

27· These being the families of the Zeb~nites. according to those
~hat were numbered of them, denotes the quality of those who are
In the heavenly marriage, according to ordination and arrangement,
3960, 3961, 7833, 10,217; and threescore thousand and five hundred,
~enot~s truth fully conjoined with good confirmed through tempta
tions In' each degree, 3306, 720, 10,253, 9825.

28. !he sons of Joseph after their families being Manasseh and
EphraU!l, denotes that the .derivations of the celestial of the spiritual,
or charity, are the new WIll of good, and the new understanding of
truth, 3969, 42863i 6238, 5351, 5354.

2C). 'The sons of Manasseh, denote the derivations from the new
will of g~od, ~912, 5351; Machir, the family of the Machirites,
denotes alienation from selfish love, because by Machir is meant
he who sells, 4758, and it is said "from selfish love," because of
~achlr's 'origin, and from what follows; and Machir begetting
Gilead, denotes the first good of the natural man derived from the
Lord, because by Gilead is meant a heap of testimony, heap denoting
good and testimony truth, 4197, 4117; while the family of the
Gileadites, denotes the derivations of this good, 7833.

30. 'r~e sons of Gilead, also denote such derivations, 5912; jezer,
the family of the J ezerites, denotes the acknowledgment that without
the Lord there is no life, because by Jezer is meant helpless, 8652 ;

and Helek, the family of the Helekites, denotes the acquisition of
truth, because by Helek is meant part, portion, wealth, 4397, 1694,
4372, 7833.

3 I. Asriel, the family of the Asrielites, denotes the conjunction of
good and truth from a principle of truth, because by this word is
meant being yoked with God, as horses are yoked or bound to the
chariot, since the first part is from the root meaning yoked, or bound,
and the second means God, 3603; and Shechem, the family of the
Shechemites, denotes the increasing power of good, because by
Shechern is meant part, portion, the shoulder, and thus signifies good
in its power, 4397, 1085, 7833.

32 • Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites, denotes a new
quality thence derived, because by Shemida is meant the name of
knowledge, or the science of the heavens, 145, 1458; and Hepher,
the. family of the Hepherites, denotes full power to investigate good
and truth, because by Hepher is meant.to dig, to investigate, 3424.

33· Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, having no sons but daughters,
denotes that there are some in the external church who are in good
from the general principle of truth, having no particular truths, but
only the affections of truth, because by Zelophehad is meant the
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shadow of fear, and therefore he denotes the fear of the Lord apper
taining to those in the External who are in the affection of truths
without the truths themselves, 2367, 2826, 3424, 489; and the names
of the daughters being Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and
Tirzah, denotes the affections of truth in order, namely, the adulter
ated love of truth, the exterior and interior love of truth, and the
inmost love of truth, because by Mahlah is meant 'sickness, disease,
and therefore she denoted the adulterated love of truth intensely, 5712,
5713; by Noah is meant what quavers or totters, and therefore she
denotes the adulterated love of truth less intensely, 3820; by Hoglah
is meant his festival, or his dance, and therefore she denotes the
exterior love of truth, 3832, 8339; by Milcah is meant.u queen, and
therefore she denotes the interior love of truth, 30484, 99427; and by
Tirzah is meant pleasant, delightful, and therefore she denotes the
inmost love of truth, 994.

34.' The families of Manasseh and they that were nUlTI bered of
them, denotes that all these are derived from the new will of good,
and have a certain quality according to ordination and arrangement,
7833, 535 I, 10,217; and fifty and two thousand and. seven hundred.
denotes a sufficiency of remains, the conjunction of good with truth,
and a state of holiness thence, 9756, 5194, 716.

35. The sons of Ephraim, after their families, denotes those who
are in the new understanding of truth and their derivations, 5354,
5912, 7833; Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthelahites, denotes
truth in the understanding, because this word means plant or uerdure,
885, 10,185; Becher, the family of the Becherites, denotes truth as
a principle of life. because this word is derived from the root meaning
firstborn according to some, and from a word meaning a young
camel by others, 3325, 6049; and Tahan, the family of the Tahanites,
denotes truth confirmed or established, because this word is derived
from a root meaning acting favourably, graciously, or kindly, and
thus denotes action from good more than from a principle, or law -of
truth, 598.

.36. These being the sons of Shuthelah, Eran, the family of the'
Eranites, denotes that, from truth in the understanding is derived
also wisdom or cunning, because by Shuthelah is denoted truth in
the understanding, ver. 35; and Eran is derived from a root meaning
cunning or wisdom, as the case may be, 9598. .

37. These being the families of the sons of Ephraim, according
to those that were numbered of them, denotes the quality of the
new understanding in general, according to. ordination and arrange
ment, 7833, 5912, 5354, 10,217 ; thirty and two thousand and five
hundred denotes completeness as to good and truth in the new
state, 9082, 5194, 10,253; and these being the sons of Joseph after
their families, denotes that all these are derivations from the celestial
of the spiritual according to general principles, 3969, 42863, 6238,
5912, 7833.

38. The sons of Benjamin, after their families, denotes those who
are in the life of truth from good in the natural man and their
derivations, 4585; Bela, the family of the Belaites, denotes truth
which overcomes evil, or those who are in the knowledge of truth,
because this word means swallowing up or destroying, and thus
lenotes truth overcoming evil, 2395; A.shbel, the family of the
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Ashbelites, denotes good which resists evil, 'or those who are in
such good, because this word means the fire of the Lord, or the fire
of Baal, and thus, in this series, signifies good, 934, 1094; and
Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites, denotes the holy principle of
charity from which these spring, because this word means exalted
brother, and thus signifies charity" 795, 367.

39. Shephupharn, the family of the Shuphhamites, denotes
wisdom from the Lord, because the root means he crept, or a serpent,
and. therefore this word signifies, in the best sense, wisdom, 6398,
6399; .and H upham, the family of the H uphamites, denotes inmost
love from the Lord, because this word is under a root meaning to
cover or protect from pure love, "and he was among" the sons of
Rachel, who signify those in celestial affection, 6024.

40. 'The sons of Bela being Ard and Naarnan , denotes that from
the truth of good .are derived natural knowledge and natural delight,
because by Ard is meant one that commands, or descends, and thus
he denotes natural knowledge or truth from good, 5486, and by
Naaman is meant pleasantness, and thus he denotes natural delight,
995-997·

41. These being the sons of Benjamin, after their families, denotes
that all these are derived from the life of truth from good, 4585,
7833; their being numbered denotes ordination and arrangement,
10,217; and forty and five thousand and six hundred, denotes a full
state of temptation as to both good and truth, 730, 5708, 8888.

42. The sons of Dan, after their families, denotes the affirmation
of truth and its derivations, 3923, 7833; and Shuharn, the family of
theShuhamites, denotes the ultimate form of truth in the natural
man, and 'those who are in such truth, because by Shuham is meant
iaent down} or sank, and thus he denotes lowest truth, 3084, 4969'.

43. All the family of the Shuhamites, according to those that were
numbered of them, denotes their quality according to ordination and
arrangement, 10,217; and threescore and four thousand and four
hundred, denotes the new state of the natural man in externals,
through full conjunction with the spiritual and celestial, by victory
in temptation, 1686, 8888.

44. The sons of Asher, after their families; denotes, natural delight
and. its derivations, 5912, 3938, 7833; Imnah, the family of the
Imnites, denotes truth from good, because by this word is meant
the right side} leg, hand or eye, 10,061; Ishvi, the family of the
Ishvites, denotes good from that truth, because by Ishvi is meant
one who sits down or dwells} 9422, 1293; and Beriah, the family of
the Berites, denotes simple truth which defends man in temptations,
because by Beriah is meant bars or defences, it being under a root
which carries this meaning, 9496.

45. The sons of Beriah being Heber, the family of the Heberites,
and Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites, denotes that from these
again are derived truths still more interior as to life and doctrine;
because by Heber is meant association} and therefore he denotes
what relates to life, 684, and by Malchiel is meant my king is 'God,'
and therefore he denotes what relates to doctrine, 1672, 2001.
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46. The name of. the daughter of Asher being Serah, denotes that
thus the genuine affection of good and truth is developed QY means
of natural delight, because by Serah is meant a princess, and there
fore she denotes the affection of truth governing, 5912, 3938, 489,
1482, 1450

47. The families of the sons of Asher, according to those' that
were numbered of them, denotes the quality of natural delight, in
general, according to ordination and arrangement, 10,217; and fifty
three thousand four hundred, denotes fulness of good and truth with
their conjunction, 2141, 1686.

48. The sons of Naphtali, after their families, denotes the resist
ance of the natural man in temptations and its derivations, 3927,

7833, 5912; j ahzeel, the family of the ]ahzeelites, denotes the truth
obeyed externally, in opposition to evil, because by ] ahzeel is denoted
according to the series, the first state of the regenerating man in
resisting evil, jahzeel evidently' meaning the truth in, an external
form, 2001, 8690; and Guni, the family of the Gunites, denotes truth
obeyed from the affection thereof, the meaning of this word not
clearly appearing from the works examined, 8690.

49. jezer, the family of the jezerites, denotes the formation of
character, because this word means anything formed, 4985; and
Shillem, the family of the Shillernites, denotes a sta te of peace with
the good, and of retribution with the wicked, because by Shillem
is meant made at peace with, or retribution, 9253.

50. These being the families of Naphtali, according to their
families, denotes the quality of resistance to eviUlin general, and of
its derivations, 3927, 7833; they that were numbered of them,
denotes ordination and arrangement, 10,217; and forty and ·five
thousand and four hundred, denotes full resistance to evil in tempta
tion, and fulness of truth conjoined with good, 730, 5708, 1686.

51. These being they that were numbered of the children of Israel,
denotes the quality of the man of the church in general, according
to ordination and arrangement, and as to all his faculties, 10,217,
3654; and six hundred thousand, and a thousand seven hundred and
thirty, denotes complete preparation for spiritual conflict against
interior evils; a full state of good ; and relative completeness 'as to
truth, 7973, 2575, 728, 2966. .

52. This is evident, because by Jehovah, is denoted the Divine
Being as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951;
by Moses, is denoted Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by
saying, is denoted perception 1822.

53. "Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritance,
according to the number of the names," denotes that everyone
shall be in his own good, according to regeneration from the Lord;
and according to the states ordinated and arranged by Him in
consequence, .3705, 1799, 2658, 3239, 10,217, 145·

54. "To the more thou shalt give the more inheritance," denotes
to those who are in good from truths, 6172, 2658; "to the fewer
thou shalt give the less inheritance," denotes that by those who are
in charity,' good is received from the Lord accordingly, 3417, 9373
end; and. to everyone according to those that were numbered of
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him shall his inheritance be given," denotes that quality is according
to the ordination and arrangement of truths in good by the Lord,
10,217.

55. "Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot," denotes
that this is of the Divine Providence, 10,217, 3239; and "according
to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit," denotes
that particular truths and goods are arranged under general truths
and goods, 3858, 2658.

56. "According to the lot shall their inheritance be divided between
the more and the fewer," denotes that of Divine Providence it is
that good must be either spiritual or celestial with the man of the
church, 5049, 3239, 6172, 2658, 34 17, 9374. ,

57. These being they that were numbered of the Levites after
their families, denotes that those who are in charity and love are
distinguished from those who are in the good of truth, 10,217, 3H75,
7833; Gershon, the family of the Gershonites, denotes those who are
in obscurity as to good, because by Gershon is meant his banishment
and change of pilgrimage, 996020, 1463; Kohath, the family of the
Kohathites, denotes those who are in brightness as to good, because
by .Kohath is meant congregation, 6338, 7843, chap. iii. 29;' and
Merari, the family of the Merarites, denotes those who are in
obscurity as to truth from good, because by Merari is meant
bitterness, 7854, chap. iii. 17.

58. These being the families of Levi, denotes further derivation
from love and charity, 3875, 7833; the family of the Libnites denotes
those who are in greater obscurity as to good, because Libni was the
son of Gershon, and his name means whiteness, 5912, chap. iii. 18;
the family of the Hebronites, denotes those who are in less brightness
as to good, because he was the son of Kohath, and his name means
association, or friendship, 5912, chap. iii. 19; the" family of the
Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites, denotes those who are in
obscurity as to both good and truth, because these were the sons
of Merari, and their names mean respectively weak or diseased, and
that which touches or takes away, 5912, chap. iii. 20; the family of
the Korahites, denotes those who are in truth, but \vithoutgood,
because he was the grandson of Kohath, and his name means bald,
frozen, icy, 5912, chap. xvi. I; and Kohath begetting Amram denotes
that Divine Truth from the Lord produces inmost good, because
although Kohath in a lower sense denotes, as a son of Levi, what is
of charity, 7230, and the good of charity in brightness, chap. iii. 17,
yet 'in the supreme sense he signifies the Lord as to Divine Truth,
even as Levi does the Divine Love in that sense, 3875; and by his
begetting Amram is denoted that, in its procedure from the Lord, it
produces inmost good and truth conjoined, Amram meaning an
exalted people, exaltation having reference to good, 1735, and people
denoting truth, 1259; and it is to be observed that this inmost good'
is distinguished from the celestial good which it produces; and which
~s repres~nte~ ~y A~ron, as the good of the inmost. or suprem~ degree
In man IS distinguished from the good of the third degree In Him
(R.R. 39). But if Kohath be- taken to denote what is of charity,
then by Amram will be denoted "derived good and truth," 7230.

59. The name of Amram 's wife being jochebed, the daughter of
Levi, who was born to Levi in Egypt, denotes that the quality of

the t~uth conjoined with inmost good is. most excellent, being the
affection of truth from good derived from the Lord through the work
?f redempti.on, because by name is denoted quality, 145, by Amram
IS denoted Inmost good, ver. 58; by Jochebed is meant the glory of
the Lord, and honourable, and therefore by her is denoted what is
.most excellent, 4809; by a daughter of Levi is denoted the affection
of tru~h from g?Od derived from the Lord, 489, 3875; and by being
born In Egypt. IS denoted through the work of redemption, 3860,
8?66; and bearing unto Amram Aaron, and Moses, and Miriam their
sIster~ denotes that thence proceed by conjunction with inmost good,
celestial good, celestial truth or the Divine Law and the good of faith
whic:h appertains to intellectual truth, 10,017, 7010, 8337, 1475.' But

. considering A.mram to denote "derived good," and Jochebed to denote
"kindred truth," in a lower degree, then it follows that Aaron and
Moses and .Miriarn d.er:ote respectively "'the doctrine of the church,
the Law from the Divine," and the good of faith, 7230, 8337, 1475.

60. There being born unto Aaron Nadab and Abihu, and Eleazar
~nd Ithamar, denotes that celestial good produces spiritual good
Internal, and external, and then, again, natural good internal and·
external; 9810-9813; and these are, in effect, "derivations of faith
and charity," 7230.

6 I. Nadab and Abihu dying when they offered strange fire before
the Lord, denotes that when spiritual truth and good are profaned
by the man of the church, spiritual death is the consequence, 9375,
Lev. x. 1-7.

62. They that were .numbe:ed of them being twenty and three
thousand, denotes their quality, namely, the full conjunction of
good and truth, 5194, 2905, 2788, 10,217; every male from a month
old and upwards denote~ by means of truths commencing from a
state of faith an~ proceeding to the good of charity, 725, 851, 10,225;
and their not being numbered. among the children of Israel because
there was no inheritance given them among the children of Israel,
denot~s that good <:tpart from truth cannot be ordinated and arranged
e,,:en In. ~he celestial heaven; nor is celestial good to be confused
WIth spiritual good, 38-75, 10,217, 3654, 1802.

63· !hese being they that were numbered by Moses and Eleazar
the pn.est,. denotes that the quality of the church inwardly, according
to ordlnatIo~.and arrangemen!,. is known only from the Lord by
means of D~vIne Trut? and DIVIne Good, 10,217, 7010, 994{), q812;
and numberll~g the children of Israel in the plains of 110ab, by the
]orda;t <:tt jericho, denotes that from Divine Truth and Divine Good
only. IS It ~nown by those who, in the Spiritual Church by conflict
against evil, and who are prepared for interior conflict, in a state
of adulterated good external as to both truth and good· and are vet
en~owed with t~e knowledges of truth and good by w'hich falsities
which defend evil are to be opposed, 10,217, 4286, 428J-, 2418, 2468
6538, 93251 0 .. I,

64· Among those there not being a man of them that were num
bered ?y Mose~ and Aaron ~he. priest, who numbered the children of 
!srael In ~he w.Ilderness of SInal, denotes that none who are principled
HI what IS eyI1 and false, and who fear the spiritual conflict, can
engage therein, even though they have been in obscure good through
defect of truths, 128, 10,217, 7010, 9946, 3654, 8753.
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65~ The Lord saying of them, "They shall 'surely die in the wil
derness "; and there not being a man left of them, save Caleb the
son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun, denotes that it is
according to Divine Order from Divine Love that such shall perish
in their obscurity; and that none can be saved but those who are in
truth from good by celestial love, and those who are in good from
truth by spiritual love, 2001, 1822, 2708, 10,431, 2908, chap. xiv. 35,
chap. xiii. 6, 8.

, As we read through this chapter and consider it first in a general
way, our minds are naturally carried back to the beginning of this
book of Numbers, in which there is a similar account of the number
ing of the Israelites according to their tribes; and therefore the best
commentary that can be here made will be a comparison of the
spiritual or internal sense of what is here said with that of the
previous account. For while that describes the ordination and
arrangement of the states of the man of the Spiritual Church by
the Lord, in preparation for spiritual conflicts or temptations, this
describes a similar ordination and arrangement after a long series
of temptations; and we ought therefore to expect the differences to
be now noticed. But some things are the' same, and these also are
interesting. It is, for example, always the Lord Who rearranges
the states of man, since man only sees himself, as it were, outwardly,
and from his outward life is apt to conclude concerning his inward
states, and in doing this he may err. But the Lord sees man from
the inmost, and thence knows the real quality of all his. states
internal and external, and also exactly how these stand related to
one another. Hence, then, it is clear that only the Lord can
properly arrange the states of man at any period of his life. And
consequently, also, it is the. Lord who gradually leads each regener..
ated man in to his own heavenly society, where he will be delighted
to live and make progress for ever.

Another thing that is the same in both the accounts of the number
ing is clearly stated in: our first section. It is all that are able to
go forth to war, that is, spiritually, it comprehends all those who,
from previous instruction, can endure temptations. This latter num
bering, therefore, implies that more temptations are to follow.
Hence, then, we are not to conclude that the quality described by
the numbers of the tribes is final in either case, but only' that it is
not the same in either case. And, thirdly, the order of the tribes
in both cases is generally the same, with a slight difference to be
considered a little farther on. That is, the state of truth leading to.
good still prevails, or mans spiritual state as distinguished from his
celestial state still prevails, because the series commences with
Reuben; and the signification of all the other tribes is modified by
the sig-nification of the tribe which leads, Reuben signifying truth
of faith in the understanding, and thus denoting the spiritual state,
whereas Judah signifies celestial love, and thus denotes the celestial
or •heavenly state.

But now the first imp.ortant difference that we have to note of
the second description from the first is that the families of the
various tribes are named, and not only the tribes themselves. And
we see from the series of the spiritual sense, and also from the
explanations, what this implies, For the various families in any
tribe denote derivations of good and truth, and we may take the case
of the tribe of Reuben as an example and as an illustration. The
sons of Reuben were Hanoch, PaUu, Hezron, and Carrni ; and 'thes~,

from the correspondence of the meaning of the names, respectively

signify that which gives instruction, and also those who teach; that
which causes veneration for the truth, comprising those who instruct
in things interior; that" which accurately defines truths, including
those who teach more interiorly; and that which unites truth with
good, including those who establish faith in themselves by conjunc
tion with charity. And can we not see clearly, therefore, that, in the
four names, we have a regular series of those who are in faith and
teach truths; and, also, that they describe regeneration as it proceeds
from external states to internal states? But we now proceed, and
notice that the son of PaUu was Eliab; and that this signifies that
from veneration for the truth is derived the good of truth, this being
exactly according to the course of man's experience in regeneration.
And again we find that the sons of Eliab were Nernuel, Dathan, and
Abirarn, and that these denote, respectively, exterior truths, interior
truths, and interior good in the best sense; but that in the opposite sense
Dathan and Abiram signify those who are opposed to Divine Truth
and Divine Good, when associated with corrupted worship from selfish
love. From this brief review, therefore, of the spiritual meaning of
the families of Reuben, we see how true are the correspondences of
the holy Word, and how the spiritual sense therein involved describes
man's. spiritual states good and bad; and thence we may justly
conclude, also, that this is the case with regard to all the other
families of the tribes as named in their order in this chapter, even'
if we did not know that this is so, by means of the explanation
given in their proper places concerning all the rest. And hence, too,
we now know how very valuable are the accounts of these families,
when they are all understood spiritually. But in what way are
they valuable? They are so, because they show that, as man
advances in regeneration and his states are successively re-ordinated
and re-arranged by the Lord, he comes into superior states, and is
able to discriminate more accurately in regard to the particulars of
truth by which his life is regulated, just as the numbering of this
chapter is more specific than is that in the first chapter of the book.

The next important difference, however, between this chapter and
the former is that the numbers in each of the tribes are different.
Nor is this to be wondered at either as to the literal or spiritual
sense. For, literally, it could 110t surely be otherwise as the history
shows; and,. spiritually, the advanced states of the spiritual man
cannot be precisely of the same quality, as were his early states,
when, as, yet, he had not conquered in temptations. But it is
impossible, with the limited space at our disposal, to comment on
the difference of the numbers in each tribe; one or two examples
may suffice; and the reader, besides, can make a similar comparison
with all the rest. Let us then, again, take the tribe of Reuben as
our illustration. The number of the Reubenites in the first instance
was forty and six thousand and five hundred, and this signified,
according to the correspondences, truth confirmed by victories in
temptation, both as to the understanding and will. That is, this is
the capacity of those who are in faith in the understanding at the
beginning of regeneration; for they must confirm the truth by this
means in order to advance; and that they must do it both as to the
understanding and the will is manifest because the will constitutes
the man primarily. But now we may look at the number of the
Reubenites in the second instance, and we find it is forty and three,
thousand and seven hundred and thirty, which, spiritually inter
preted, is a full course of temptations, involving perfection as to
truths, and a holy state of good and truth conjoined. And do we
not here recognize that this is an advanced state of the spiritual

li'F
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER XXVII

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. Instruction with regard to those who are in good without truths,
and with regard to their salvation, vers.. 1-11. .

i. Their origin and quality are described, and also their earnest
desire for salvation and for the knowledge of the truth, vers..1-4·

2. Only Divine Truth conjoined with Divine Good can decide, and
give the laws of order in this case, verso 5-1 1 • .

3. Concerning the. separ~tion of those w~o h~ve bec;n In merely
representative worship, or In external worship WIthout Intern<:I, and
thence in mistaken zeal, that they may have a general. VIew of
heavenly principles in all their beauty, but cannot realize them,
verso 12-14.

4. But, on the other hand, that those who are &"overned .by ~he
truth combating against evil, provided they contend In su~ordlnatlon
to Divine Good and Divine Truth, will ultimately do so, If they are
obedient, verso 15-23.

I. But now there is in
vestigation by Divine Truth
and Divine Good concerning
those who are in the affection
of truth without truths, the
origin of which is the fear of
the Lord grounded in obscur
ity as to knowledge, this fear
being derived from the man
who is in the beginning of
regeneration, as to the unde:
standing formed from the WIll

of the natural man, which
again has its origin in the
new will of the spiritual man
mediately through his new
understanding, and thus from
the Lord, through the celestial
of the spiritual princi~l: as
distinguishing the Spiritual
Church. And the quality of

I. Then drew near the
daughters of Zelophehad,
the son of I-Iepher, the son
of Gilead, the son of Machir,
the son of Manasseh, of the
families of Manasseh the son
of Joseph: and these are the
names of his daughters;
Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah,
and Milcah, and Tirzah.

man compared with the former? For although it is good to confirm
truths, it is much better that truths should be conjoined with good,
and thus that there should be a state of holiness in the life. And
now, therefore, if we should examine and compare all the other
cases according to the correspondences, we should find that, likewise,
an advance of state is shown in the second instance. Without,
therefore, illustrating this subject more at length, we proceed to
notice some other differences between our present chapter and the
former, which are not void of interest.

If we compare chap. i. 46 with our present chapter, ver. 51, in
the spiritual sense, we notice an interesting difference indicating
farther progress. But it is said in this chapter, "conflict against
interior evils," because as man advances in regeneration this is his
experience; and, also, "relative completeness as to truth," because
this also is involved in the fact that there are more conflicts.

And now, having finished the consideration of the second section
with respect to the numbering, we have to notice the slight difference
in the arrangemen t of the tribes between this and the former account,
namely, that here Manasseh is put before Ephraim, whereas in the
former case Ephraim is put before Manasseh. And in order to
understand the reason of this we nave to remember that, taking the
tribes as a whole, and considering that Reuben commences the
series, we know that the general subject is the Spiritual Church;
and thence we can perceive that the first six tribes have relation to
interior states of faith and love therein, and that the second six have
relation to exterior states, or, in other words). the first six: describe
the state of the spiritual man, and the second six the state of the
natural man. But as man advances in regeneration, it is the
natural degree, in particular, which is brought into greater harmony
with the spiritual. That is, man, as to the Natural, begins to regard
good more than truth, or the life of charity more than the life of
faith, or still, in other words, the new will of good, denoted by
Manasseh, comes before the new understanding of truth, denoted
by Ephraim, And this, then, is what is really represented in our
chapter. For as Manasseh now leads the second six tribes, and not
Ephraim, as. before, this indicates that what he represents affects
the representation of all the tribes that follow him.

And we pass now to the third section, concerning which the special
poin t to be noted is the perfect harmony between the numbering and
assigning the land accordingly, and dividing it by lot. Now, what
is given by lot signifies what man receives of good and truth accord..
ing to the Divine Providence, and what is given according to the
number signifies what he receives according to his specific quality;
and they both. harmonize, since. it is not the will of the Lord that
anyone should have m·ore or less of heavenly blessedness, or of
conjunction with Him, and of the equality of good and truth than
he himself is able to appropriate. .It is very difficult for us fully to
understand this perfect balance of Divine Providence and human
freedom; but, undoubtedly, there is such a balance, and it is preserved
in heaven to eternity in every individual case.

But with regard to the last section, we only need in this place to
observe that whereas, in the former account, 'the number of the,
Levites was twenty-two thousand, in this chapter it is twenty-three
thousand, thus, again, denoting an advance as to quality in the case
of those in charity and love, because twenty-two denotes the con
junction of truth with good, while twenty-three denotes the same in
all fulness.

435.
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2. And they stood before
Moses, and before Eleazar
the priest, and before the
princes and all the congre
gation, at the door of the
tent of meeting, saying,

3. Our father died in the
wilderness, and he was not
among the company of them
that gathered themselves
together against the L,ORD
in the company ,of Korah:
but he died in his own sin;
and he had no sons.

40 Why should the name
of our father be taken away
from among his family, be
cause he had no son? Give
unto us a possession among
the brethren of our father.

5. And Moses brought
their cause before the LORD.

this affection is that it is
weak for the want of truths;
is distinctly elevated above
merely natural good; is dis
posed strongly to confirm
truth in general, and to abide
in it; is thus further dis
posed to be governed by this
truth; and what is more than
all to have genuine delight
therein.

2. And this affection ac
knowledges further that it is
derived from Divine Truth
and Divine Good, 'and is given
to man by the Lord through
the heavens; that it is espe
cially in the acknowledgment
of the Divine Human, and of
all the primary and ,subordi
nate truths of the Word
thence derived, and hence it
has the perception,

3. That its approximate
origin is the natural fear of
the Lord, which ceases in the
course of regeneration; that
it has not been contaminated
by profanity in worship'
through faith alone; that it
involves the acknowledgment
that man of himself is nothing
but evil; and yet that it is
entirely without truths.

4. And why, therefore,
should this affection not have
the quality of good from the
Lord because it is without
truths? For certainly it de
sires a possession of inherit
ance in the heavenly kingdom,
where good is the ruling
principle!

5. But Divine Truth cannot'
decide this doubtful point
apart from conjunction with
Divine Good.

6. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

7. 1"he daughters of Zelo-"
phehad speak right: thou
shalt surely give them a
possession of an inherit
ance among their father's
brethren; and thou shalt
cause the inheritance of their
father to pass unto them.

8. And thou shalt speak
unto the children 'of Israel,
saying, If a man die, and
have no son, then ve shall
cause his inheritance to pass
unto his daughter. ~

9. And if he have no
daughter, then ye shall give
his inheritance unto his
brethren.

10. And if he have no
brethren, then ye shall give
his inheritance unto his
father's brethren.

I I. And if his father have
no brethren, then ye shall
give his inheritance unto his
ki nsman that is next to him
of his family, and he shall
possess it: and it shall be
unto the children of Israel' a
statute of judgment, as the
LORD commanded Moses.

6. And therefore there is
revelation from the Lord by
Divine Truth giving the per
ception,

7. That the natural affec
tion of good from the Lord
discerns what is true; that
this affection entitles man to
a place in the heavenly king
dom, and has a specific use
therein; and that indeed the
fear of' the Lord as' in the
beginning of regeneration, in
volves a holy fear which
properly belongs to the re
generated man.

8. And it is the dictate of
Divine Truth to those who
are of the Spiritual Church,
that when man, during re
generation, is without truths,
but is yet in the affection of
truth, and thence of good, he
shall inherit- the heavenly
kingdom, 'because he will
receive truths in agreement
with his particular affection,

9. But if he is without the
affection of truth, he shall
yet inherit provided he is in
mutual charity.

10. Again, if he is not in
mutual charity, but is yet in
charity more remotely, he will
still inherit.

I I. And lastly, if he is not
in charity more remote, but
in charity most remote, he
shall still inherit the heavenly
kingdom, having his position
according to the good of his
society, because it is a law of
Divine Order that wherever
there is good, there is the
capacity for regeneration.
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12. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Get thee up
into this mountain of
Abarim, and behold the
land which I have given
unto the children of Israel.

13. And when thou hast
seen it, thou also shalt be
gathered unto thy people, as
Aaron thy brother was
gathered:

14. Because ye rebelled
ag-ainst my word in the wil
derness of Zin, in the strife
of the congregation, to sanc
tify me at the waters before
their eyes. (These are the
waters of Meribah of Kadesh
in the wilderness of Zin.)

15. And Moses spake unto
the LORD, saying,

16. Let the LORD, the
God of the spirits of all
flesh, appoint a man over
the congregation,

12. Moreover, there is per
ception from the Lord with
the man of the Spiritual
Church, enabling him to see
the principles which constitute
heaven and the true church
by an elevation of the mind
in a state intermediate be
tween merely natural love on
the one hand and spiritual
and celestial love on the other.

13. But that such a state of
perception does not continue
with those who are in merely
external zeal for instruction
without internal, and that they
must be associated with their
like in the eternal world and
state, since such zeal is
derived from and is allied
with merely external worship.

14. And is really opposed
to the Word of the Lord in
a state of faith without
charity, when the natural
man also is excited, and when
truth which ought to he con
joined with good is separated
from it, remaining in the
understanding only. For such
a state is one of mere strife
and contention about truths,
of outward holiness only, and
of the absence of good as well
as obscurity as to truths.

IS. But it is the thought of
the spiritual man derived
from Divine Good,

16. That a new state of
the church is to succeed
through the influence of
Divine Good and Divine
Truth, operating both inter
nally and externally with man,
in which it shall be governed
by Divine Truth,

17. Which may go out
before them, and which may
come in before them, and
which may lead them out,
and which tnay bring them
in; that the congregation of
the LORD be not as sheep
which have no shepherd,

18. And the LORD said
unto Moses, Take thee
Joshua the son of Nun, a
man in whom is the spirit,
and lay thine hand upon
him;

19. And set him before
Eleazar the priest, and be
fore all the congregation;
and give him a charge in
their sight.

20. And thou shalt put of
thine honour upon him, that
all the congregation of the
children of Israel may obey.

2 I. And he shall stand
before Eleazar the priest,
who shall inquire for him by
the judg-ment of the Urirn
before the I-IORD: at his
word shall they go out, and
at his word they- shall come
in, both he, and all the
children of Israel with him,
even all the congregation.

22. And Moses did as the
I,ORD commanded him: and
he took Joshua, and set him

17. In every state of con
flict and rest as to the spirit
ual man and as to the natural
man; for indeed the church
cannot be governed by good
alone, without the truth which
is the expression of that flood,
and which teaches and leads
to good.

18. And it is therefore the
dictate of Divine Good by
Divine Truth, that truth com
bating- against evil perpetu
ally, from an internal and not
only from an external motive,
will have transferred to it the
full power of truth teaching
and leading;

19. And indeed will be con
joined internally with truth
immediately proceeding from
good, and externally with
truths in the natural degree,
being there endowed with full
power to govern.

20. Because such truth com
bating is really from the Lord
alone by Divine Truth, and
consequently is worthy of
full expression in every action
of the life.

2 I. And this truth shall also
be in subordination to Divine
Truth from Divine Good
which aids man in tempta
tion; and from that truth it
receives revelation; and ac
cording to it all states of con
flict and rest are regulated,
even as to the subordinate
g-overning principle, and as to
the natural and spiritual
powers which are governed.

2·2. And this effect follows
with him who is obedient;
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self is nothing but evil, 494, 210, 868; and, "he had no sons," denotes
that yet it is entirely without truths, 489.

4. "Why should the name of our father be taken away from among
his family because he has no son?" denotes why, therefore, should
this affection not have the quali ty of good from the Lord because
it is without truth? 145, 3703, 7833, 489; and" Give unto us a posses
sion among the brethren of our father," denotes that certainly it
desires a possession and inheritance in the heavenly kingdom where
good is the ruling principle! 2535, 2658, 3705, 3703.

5. Moses bringing their cause before the Lord, denotes that
Divine Truth cannot decide this doubtful point apart from conjunc
tion with Divine Good, 7010, 8685, 2335, 2001.
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before Eleazar the priest,
and before all the congrega
tion:

23. And he laid his hands
upon him, and gave him a
charge, as the LORD spake
by the hand of Moses.

23. For the full, power of
inmost truth and good is
manifested in truth combat
ing; and subordinate powers
are obedient thereto.

CHAPTER, XXVII 441

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The daughters of Zelophehad drawing near to Moses and
Eleazar the priest, denotes investigation by Divine Truth and Divine
Good concerning those who are in the affection of truth without
truths, 3572, 489, chap. xxvi. 33, 7010, 9946; Zelophehad denotes the
fear of the Lord grounded in obscurity as to knowledge, chap. xxvi.
33; the son of Hepher, denotes derivation from the man who is in
the. beginning of regeneration as to the understanding, chap. xxvi.
32 ; the son of Gilead, denotes formation from the will of the natural
man, chap. xxvi. 29; the son of Manasseh, denotes origin in the new
will of the spiritual man, 5912, 5351; the son of Machir,' denotes
mediately through the new understanding thereof, chap. xxvi. 29;

of the families of Manasseh, denotes derivation and distinction, 7833;
and the son of Joseph, denotes derivation from the Lord through
the. celestial of the spiritual principle, as distinguishing the Spiritual
Church, 4286; and the names of Zelophehad's daughters being
l'vlahlah" Noah, 'Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah, denote the quality of
this affection, namely, that it is weak for the want of truths ; is
distinctly elevated above merely natural' good; is disposed strongly
toconfinn truth in general and to abide in it; is thus further dis
posed to be governed by this truth; and, what is more than all, to
have genuine delight therein, chap. xxvi, 33.

:2. Their standing before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest.
denotes that this affection acknowledges further that it is derived
from Divine Truth and Divine Good, 7°10, 9946, 8686; and before
the' princes and the congregation at the door of the tent of meeting
saying, denotes that it is given to man by the Lord through the
heavens, and that it is especially in the acknowledgment of the
Divine Human, and of all the primary and subordinate truths of the
Word thence derived; and that hence it has the perception, 8686,
1482, 7843, 2356, 35403, 1822. .

3. "Our father died in the wilderness," denotes approximate origin,
namely, the natural fear of the Lord, which ceases, in the course of
regeneration, chap. xxvi. 33, 494, 2708; "and he was not among
the company of them that gathered themselves together. in the
company of Korah;" denotes not being contarninated 'by 'profanity in
worship through faith alone, chap. xvi. I; "but he died in his own
sin," denotes that it involves the acknowledgment that man of him.

6. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001 j by speaking is denoted influx, 2951 j by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

7- "The daughters of' Zelophehad speak right," denotes that the
natural affection of gc,od from the ·Lord discerns what is true, chap.
xxvi. 33, 227 1 , 415 13; "thou shalt surely give them a possession,
of an inheritance among their father's brethren," denotes that this
affecti<;n entitles m.an to a place in the heavenly kingdom, and has
a specific use therein, 7010, 2658, 3705, 3703, 3863; "and thou shalt
cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them," denotes that
indeed the fear of the Lord, as in' the beginning of regeneration,
involves a holy fear which properly belongs to the regenerated man,
7010 , 2658, chap. xxvi, 33, 2826.

8. "And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying,"
denotes that it is the dictate of Divne Truth to those who are of the
Spiritual Church, 7010, 3654, 1822; and" I f a man die and have no
son, then thou shalt 'cause' his inheritance to pass to his daughter,"
denotes that when man, during regeneration, is without truths, 'but
is yet in the affection of truth, and thence of good, he shall inherit
the heavenly kingdom, because he will receive truths in agreement
with his particular affection, 489, 1408, 2658, 4345-6.'

9. "And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance
unto his brethren," denotes that if he is without the affection of truth,
he shall yet inherit, provided he is in mutual charity, 489, 2658, 3815.

10. "And if he .have. no brethren then ye shall give his inheritance
unto his father's brethren," denotes that if he is not in mutual
charity, .but is yet in charity more remotely, he will still inherit, 38°3.

11. "And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and
he shall possess it," denotes that if he is not in charity more remote,
but in charity most remote, he, shall still inherit the heavenly king
dom,' having his possession according to the good of his society,
370317; and" it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judg
ment, as the Lord commanded Moses," denotes that it is a law of
Divine Order that wherever there is good, there is the capacity for
regeneration, 3654, 7844, 8357, 2001, 5486, 7010.
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12. The Lord saying unto Moses, "Get thee up into this mount
Abarirn, and behold the land which I have given unto the children of
Israel," denotes that there is perception from the Lord, with the man
of the Spiritual Church) enabling him to see the principles which
constitute heaven and the true church, by an elevation of the mind
in a state intermediate between merely natural love on the one hand,
and spiritual and celestial love on the other, 2001, 1822, 67521, 3705,
1543, 3654. But it is said, "a state intermediate," because Abarim
I11eans passages, and therefore denotes such a state, 8321, 8323. ..

13. "And when thou hast seen it thou also shalt be gathered to
thy people as Aaron thy brother was gathered," denotes that such a
state of perception does not continue with those who are in merely
external zeal for instruction without internal; and that they must
be associated with their like in the eternal world and state, since
such zeal is derived from and is allied with merely external worship,
2 IS0, 3705, 3255, chap. xx, 7-29.

14. "Because ye rebelled against nlY word in the wilderness of
Zin," denotes opposition to the Word of the Lord in a state of faith
without charity, chap. xx. I; "in the strife of the congregation,"
denotes when the natural man also is excited, because the congrega
tion, or rather, the assembly, in relation to Moses, represents the
natural in relation to the spiritual man, 7843; "to sanctify me at the
waters before their eyes," denotes when truth which ought to be
conjoined. with good is separated therefrom, 8042, 2702, 2403; and
"these are the waters of Meribah of Kadesh in the wilderness of
Zin," denotes that such a state is one of mere strife and contention
about truths, of outward holiness only, and of the absence of good
as well as obscurity as to truths, 2702, 1678, 25°3, 2708, chap. xx. I.

I twas a state of outward holiness, because by Kadesh is meant
holiness, and yet of the absence of good because by Zin is meant a
buckler and coldness, 1788, 34.

15. Moses speaking unto the Lord, saying, denotes that it is the
thought of the spiritual man derived from Divine Good, 67521, 2271,
2951, 2001.

16. "Let the Lord the God of the spirits of all flesh appoint a man
over the congregation," or assembly, denotes that a new state of the
church is to succeed through the' influence of Divine Good and Divine
Truth, operating both internally and externally with man, in which
it shall be governed by Divine Truth, 2001, 10,283 end, 7843, 2373,
2374, ver. 14.

17. "Which may go out before them and which may come in
before them," denotes in every state of conflict and rest as to the
spiritual man, because by going out and coming in, is obviously
meant, in this place, engaging in war and resting from it, and thus
denotes the conflicts of temptation, and rest from them; even as the
Lord, when He came forth from the Father, did so that He might
engage in conflict with the hells, and when He returned to the
Father, did so by uniting the Human to the Divine in Himself,
3736, 1664, 84; "and which may lead them out and which nlay bring
them in," denotes the same as to the natural man, because the actual
conflict, both in the case of the Lord and of man, is on the natural;
plane, and man contends against evil from the Lord, 4572, 16614. ; .

and "that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which hav~:

no shepherd," denotes that, indeed, the church cannot be governed
by good alone without the truth which is the expression of that
good, and which teaches and leads. to good, 343, 5201, ver. 14.

18. The Lord saying unto Moses, denotes that it is the dictate of
Divine Good by Divine Truth, 2001, 7010, 1822; "Take thee Joshua
the son of N un, a man in \VhOlTI is the spirit, and lay thine hands
~pon hinl.," denotes that truth combating against evil perpetually,
from an Internal and not only from an external motive, will have
transferred to it the full power of truth teaching and leading, 8595,
7010, 10,023, lq,283 end.. Observe here that Joshua means a saviour,
and therefore that he represents what delivers from evil; and also
that Nun means what is perpetual or eternal, and that therefore it is
said U perpetually"; for the conflict against evil must be perpetual,
until the state of good is realized.

19· "And set him before Eleazar the priest', and before all the
congregation, and give him a charge in their sight," denotes that
truth combating will be conjoined internally with truth immediately
proceeding from. good, and externally with truths in the natural
degree, being there endowed with full power to govern, 8595, 9946,
7843, 33823, 2401, ver. 14. .

20. "And thou shalt put thine honour upon .hirn that all the con
gregation of the children of Israel may obey," denotes that such truth
combating is really from the Lord alone by Divine Truth, and con
sequently is worthy of full expression in every action of the life,
7010, 10,797, ver. 18. 7843, 3654, 5368.

21. "And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest," denotes that
this truth shall also be in subordination to Divine Truth from Divine
Good, ~ 136, 9946; "\vho shall inquire for him by the judgment of
the Urim before the Lord," denotes that from that truth it receives
revelation, 592211, 9905; "at his word shall they go out and at his
word. shall they come in," denotes that according- to it all states of
confhct and rest are regulated, ver. 17 j and "he and all the children
of Israel with him, even all the .congregation," denotes even as to
the subordinate governing principles, and as to the natural and
spiritual powers which are governed, 8595, 3654, 7843.

22. Moses doing as the Lord commanded him, and taking Joshua,
and setting him before Eleazar the priest and before all the con.'
gregation, denotes that this effect follows with him who is obedient,
ver. 21.

23. Laying his hand upon him and giving him a charge as the
Lord spake by the hand of Moses, denotes that the full power of
inmost truth and good is manifested in truth combating, and that
subordinate powers are obedient thereto, verso J8-19.

In commencing the reconsideration of this chapter, we cannot but
notice the wonderful way in which the meaning of each name in the
first verse of the first section corresponds to a certain quality, and
how the order of the names is exact according- to the series of the
in!ernal sense.. For example, the names Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milcah, and Tirzah, the daughters of Zelophehad, respectively,
denote the adulterated love of truth intensely, the same less intensely,
the exterior love of truth, the interior love of truth, and the inmost
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love of truth as deduced from the meaning of them; and this series
indicates a gradual improvement in state during- regeneration.
Hence, therefore, we see how perfect the Word is. in its construction,
just as perfect, indeed, as is any work of the. Lord in creation.

But again considering the meaning of the word "Zelophehad,"
and thence its correspondence, we learn that he represents the fear
of the Lord with man at the beginning of regeneration j and as this
fear varies with persons in different states, and according to prog-ress,
we may profitably meditate upon it. For it is said in Ps, cxi. 10,

"The fear of the Lord is the beginning- of wisdom; a good under
standing have all they that do thereafter; his praise endureth for
ever"; ~nd from these words we learn that this fear is a holy fear
in itself; that its quality, externally, varies, and that it indicates a
capacity for receiving and understanding truths successively, as our
section shows. And now notice the internal teaching of the second
verse. This fear acknowledges that it has a heavenly origin : that
it especially acknowledges the Divine Human ;' and that thence it has
the capacity of comprehending- general and primary truths; that it
does not profane worship; and that, of itself, it is nothing but evil.
Why, then, should it not have a capacity for the life of heaven,
although it is not, at first, supplied with the knowledg-e of truths?
How many thousands are there in the Lord's universal church that
are. of this character! And truly should not everyone of us, in a
certain sense, be of this character, when he remembers that, .. of
himself, he is without truth, and without good, and that he must
continually receive them from the Lord? Well, therefore, is it said
that this fear is the beginning of wisdom. For apart from it we
should be disposed to ascribe our life to ourselves, and thus to "die
in our own sins" in that way in which all do, who refuse to acknow
ledge the Divine Being. But we will turn now to the second part
of this subject.

Moses, it is said, brought the case of Zelophehad's daughters before
the. Lord, or before Jehovah; and since Moses represents Divine
Truth, and Jehovah signifies, specifically, Divine Good, we thence
learn that it is. good, or love, and not truth apart therefrom, that
determines as to whether anyone is capable of enjoying the heavenly
inheritance. And it is very remarkable, that 'most people can more
easily and naturally draw a distinction between good and evil than
between truth and falsity. For who does not plainly see without
reasoning, that goodness produces happiness, and that wickedness
produces misery, as it' were, naturally? Hence, then, we clearly see
the truth of the internal sense of ver. 7. The true fear of the Lord
is arounded in goodness; and they have an inheritance in. the king
do:ti of heaven who are willing- to be good, even though they may
not specificallyTcnow truths. ,And that .this is .according. to Divine
Order, appears from the rest of the section, which according to the
correspondences, accurately defines the different kinds of good. For
evidently the daughters of a man here may denote, when taken,
universally, the highest affection of truth, and thence of the good
from which that truth comes, namely, celestial good,. or love to the
Lord; his brethren may sismify mutual charity, or love," to the
neighbour, which is spiritual love; his father's brethren may repre
sent a more remote degree of Rood peculiar to the inmost goodo(
the ultimate heaven, which may be called natural good from the Lord,
and his nearest kinsman, after that, may properly stand fo: the
external good of the ultimate heaven, which m~y be. called SImple
obedience to truth because the Lord so commands In HIS Word. And
hence, now, we may see how it is that four kinds of good are here

specified. It is in order that all kinds of good may be involved, and
thence all kinds of truth; for the heavenly life consists of go~d and
truth conjoined, and by no means of the former without the latter.
And, moreover, the object of regeneration, in each case, is to produce
a heavenly form of good and t.ruth in equality, and th~s" too, ap
internal and an external state In perfect harmony. ThIS, then, IS
the meaning of the law, spiritually, which is given in the second
section as a general law appertaining to all w~o' a.re. regenerat~d.
There is a place in heaven for every person who IS \vl1hI!~ to r~cel\:e

good from the Lord by that rejection of the selfish lite which IS
expressed in the act of dying unto sin and living unto righteous?ess.

And now it will be observed that, in the literal sense, there IS no
particular connection between the third section and the second; but
some connection appears in the internal sense, bec~use whereas every
one who is in good from the Lord has .an opportunity of being saved,
yet those who are only externally in g~od~ and not. intern~lly at the
same time, cannot be saved. And this IS what IS represented. by
Moses not being permitted to enter the promised land, but only being
allowed to see it. For the lawgiver who. was th~ head of. the Isra~l
itish nation, here represented that nation which was In W?r~hIp
merely external without an internal principle, and whose religion ,
therefore, was merely selfish, ~nd.thus it coqld be a r~pr~se?tative of
a church without really constituting a church; and It IS Impor.tax:t
that this should be understood, and also that no one whose worship IS
of such a character, to whatever church he may outwardly bel?n~,

can enter into the kingdom of heaven, while yet everyone who IS In
good, as the previous section shows, car:, do. so. L~t. the man of
the true Christian Church, therefore, which IS a Spiritual Church,
carefully note the difference between the Israelitish and Jewish di~

pensation, and the Christian dispensation,' and als? carefully aVOId
in himself any tendency to worship the Lord SImply on selfish
grounds, 'and not for the sake of the. goodness, and the trut~ that
constitute the Lord, proceed from HIm, af!~ m:=tke heave!! In ~he
human soul. And, moreover, one other pomt : In connection wl.th
this particular subject must be considered. It does not necessarily
follow that, because the Israelites, as a whole, were only in external
worship, there were no good people and, therefore, no regenerated
people among them. For history shows the contrary; and we may
justly infer that among the patriarchs, prophets, and apostles of the
Lord, as well as among the Israelites generally there were mapy
who were saved and also that this was the case, for example, With
Abraham, with 'Moses, with Aaron, with Samuel, and with Isaiah.
But, of course, this cannot be positively asserted o~ any a! the perso?s
here mentioned by name, since there is not sufficient .evidence avail..
able to prove it. We proceed now, however, to consider the rest of
the chapter. .

And here, indeed, first speaking generally, who does not see that
no one can come into a state of good, and thus form a part of the
heavenly kingdom, who does not overcome evil by the power of the
Lord continually given to' him? All persons, therefore, who a~e

resrenerated may be said to be represented by Joshua, as well as It
m~y be said, that by Joshua in the supreme sense is represented. the
Lord Himself in His accomplishment of the work of Redemption.
But the particulars also are interesting. For" Moses speakin& ~nto

the Lord" it is said denotes that it is the thought of the spiritual
Juan fro~ Divine Go'od. See 2271. And the reason why this speak
ing to the Lord is .still from the Lord,. is because the power C!f true
thought is from the Lord by the principle of good. We admit that
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SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER XXVIII

I. Revelation and thence perception concerning the worship of the
Lord generally through the reception of innocence {rom Him in every
state of brightness and in "every state of obscurity throughout the
course of regeneration. verso 1-80

2. Concerning this worship from a state of love and charity, in
addition to the general state, verso 9-IO~

3. Also concerning worship from a state of faith conjoined with
charity which is in greater fulness, and is yet implied and involved in
the general state, verso I I-IS.

4. The first general state of the regeneration of man and worship
therein is described, it being also involved in the most general state,
and having reference to his deliverance from evil by the work of
redemption through the assumption of the Human by the Lord,
verso 16-25. .

5. Concerning the second general state of the regeneration of man,
which is that of the implantation of truth in good, and his worship
of the Lord in that state, which is also involved in the most general
state, verso 26-31.

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

2. That there is influx from
the Lord with the man of the
Spiritual Church, and thence
thoughts with him, that the
Lord must be worshipped by
the acknowledgment that all
good is from Him; that wor
ship is to be from pure love;
that it is grateful and well
pleasing to the Lord, because
it is the reciprocation of His
love; and that it will be
according to the varying states
of the man of the church.

3. At;d further there is
perception, that the acknow
ledgment that all the good of

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

3. And thou shalt say
unto them, This is the offer
ing made by fire which ye
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2. Command the children
ot Israel, and say unto them,
My oblation, .my food for
my offerings made by fire,
of a sweet savour unto me,
shall ye observe to offer unto'
me in their due season.

this seems a little contradictory, but still it is correct, because every
man is required to speak and to act as from himself; and if he does
not. do this, he cannot have conjunction with the Lord. And this
is a fact so important that we require to think of it constantly.

And how really important, too, are the spiritual contents of the
next verses, which might, of course, be elaborated very much. For
we icannot do without the truth with which we must resist evil;
we must engage in the conflict; we must overcome as the Lord over
came; we IUUSt acknowledge our Leader; and we must do our own
part, while, at the same time, we depend upon the Lord as the Good
Shepherd who tenderly careth for His sheep. And we see just here,
that because Divine Truth flows into the good, or charity, that is in
us,and not into the truth merely, therefore we can fight from our
good by means of our truth, and not at all from any selfish principle.
And so, in this place, there is involved the great principle of non
resistance to evil (Matt. v. 39) in perfect harmony with a determined
resistance. And we must remember here, that it is good, or the
internal principle, that gives its quality to truth combating, and
makes this spritual warfare so different from merely natural warfare.
And here again, we see how it is good that reconciles man to the
Lord by truth, and results in an eternal victory, and in an· eternal
rest. And now, indeed, we have only to read over the series of the
internal sense, as formed from the _correspondences, in the remainder
of the chapter to realize some of the wonderful interior truths that
have relation to the conflicts of temptation through which we must
all pass. For it is the truth that we have actually acquired by in
struction that afterwards becomes truth combating, verso 18-20. And
that it is so, we know from experience, when, in a real state of con
flict, some truth. of the Word, which we had previously learned,
comes, as it were, unbidden, suddenly to our assistance, and then
we conquer, according to the teaching of the Lord, where He says,
"And when they lead you to judgment, and deliver you up, be not
anxious beforehand what ye shall speak ; but whatsoever shall be
given you in that same hour, that speak ye; for it is not ye that
speak, but the Holy Ghost" (Mark xiii. 1I). And, finally, we learn
that the change of state, namely, from One of instruction to one of
conflict, is absolutely necessary, and that this is represented by the
obedience of Moses. For we may be sure that no state of real
regeneration is the result of instruction and the Divine operation
alone, but is only consummated when there is the obedience spring
ing 'from both, which ensures and confirms their full and permanent
conjunction.
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shall offer unto the LORD;
he-lambs of the first year
without blemish, two day by
day, for a continual burnt
offering.

4. The one lamb shalt
thou offer in the morning,
and the other lamb shalt
thou offer at even.

5. And the tenth part of
an ephah of fine flour for a
meal offering, mingled with
the fourth part of an hin of
beaten oil.

6. It is a continual burnt
offering, which "vas ordained
in mount Sinai for a sweet
savour, an offering made by
fire unto the LORD.

7. And the drink offering
thereof shall be the fourth
part of an hin for one lamb:
in the holy place shalt thou
pour out a drink offering of
strong drink unto the LORD.

8. And the other lamb
shalt thou offer at even: as
the meal offering of the
morning, and as the drink

love is from the Lord, involves
also the acknowledgment that
all the good of innocence is
from Him; that this gives con
junction with the Lord, that
it is purified from all evil;
that it is embodied in inmost
truth; that it is complete and
full; and that it is continually
received.

4. Also that his innocence
is received first in a state of
brightness, and secondly in a
state of obscurity;

5. That it is accompanied
by spiritual good as much as
is sufficient for con junction
and derived from celestial
good in the middle degree of
the mind;

6. And is. wholly and per
petually ascribed to the Lord
according to the laws of
Divine Order made known to
the man of the church even
in his state of obscurity when
truths were deficient with
him; worship thus being
grateful and acceptable to the
Lord, because proceeding
from pure love;

7. That it is also accom
panied by spiritual truth as
much as is sufficient for con
junction; and that such truth
is to be conjoined with good
in the external man in a holy
state of worship, by influx;
and that it shall be both
external and internal.

b. And that this innocence
is received in every state of
obscurity, being accompanied
as in states of brightness with

offering thereof, thou shalt
offer it, an offering made by
fire, of a sweet savour unto
the LORD.

9. And on the sabbath
day two he-lambs of the first
year without blemish, and
two tenth parts of an ephah
of fine flour for a meal offer
ing, mingled with oil, and
the drink offering thereof:

10. This is the burnt
offering of every sabbath,
beside the continual burnt
offering, and the drink offer
ing thereof.

II. And in the beginnings
of your months ye shall offer
a burnt offering unto the
LORD; two young bullocks,
and one ram, seven he
lambs of the first year with
out blemish;

12. And three tenth parts
of an ephah. of fine flour for
a meal offering, mingled
with oil, for each bullock;
and two tenth parts of fine
flour for a meal offering,
mingled with oil, for the one
ram;

13. And a several tenth
part of fine flour mingled
with oil for a meal offering

GG
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celestial-spiritual good and
truth; and is then also em
bodied in worship which is
grateful and acceptable to the
Lord because from pure love.

9. But in every state of
freedom from spiritual con
flict, when good is predomi
nant and there is rest and
peace, the reception of the
inmost good of· innocence
from the Lord giving conjunc
tion is intensified, since it
includes the realization of a
state of purification and ful
ness of worship as to celestial
good, as to spiritual good,
and as to spiritual truth;

10. As well as the sufficiency
which appertains to the recep..
tion of that good generally
in the course of regeneration.

I I. And in every new state
of faith there is consecration
to the Lord, and conjunction
with him as to the natural
affections; as to spiritual
affections; and as to holy
celestial affections received
from Him in innocence, with
purification,

12. Every natural affection
being the ultimate, and there
fore involving fulness of con
junction with spiritual and
celestial affections; and every
spiritual affection involving
a less degree of conjunction,
because not in ultimates, with
celestial good external and
internal;

13. And every celestial affec
tion involving the least degree
of conjunction with the Lord,
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unto every lamb; for a burnt
offering of a sweet savour,
an offering made by fire
unto the LORDo

14. And their drink offer
ings shall be half an hin of
wine for a bullock, and the
third part of an hin for the
ram, and the fourth part of
an hin for a lamb: this is
the burnt offering of every
month throug-hout the
months of the year.

15. And one he-goat for a
sin offering unto the LORD;
it shall be offered beside the
continual burnt offering, and
the drink offering thereof.

16. And In the first
month, on the fourteenth
day of the month, is the
LORD'S passover.

17. And on the fifteenth
day of this month shall be a
feast: seven days shall un
leavened bread be eaten.

as to the reception of celestial
truth and good from Him
immediately, because the least
in ultimates; the whole being
fully consecrated to the Lord
from pure love, and being
acceptable to Him on account
of reciprocation in wor'ship..

14. In like manner also, in
every new state of faith, the
reception of truths in the
natural degree is in the great
est proportion; in the spiritual
degree in less proportion; and
in the celestial degree in the
least proportion. And thus
the Lord is acknowledged and
worshipped in every state of
faith generally, and particu
larly as the giver of every
good affection, and of every
true thou~ht,

IS. While at the same time
He must also be acknow
ledged and worshipped in
every state as man's redeemer
and saviour from sin, because
purification from sin is the
inevitable result of regenera
tion, and follows regeneration
in every stage thereof.

16. For the beginning,
from which all the holy states
of the regeneration of man
commence, is redemption by
the Lord from the absolute
dominion of evil, and the
reception. of spiritual life
from Him through the as
sumption of the Human in
the world and its glorification.

17. And the first general
operation of the Lord WIth
man in his new state, is
purification from falsities, and
the successive appropriation of

18. I n the first day shall
be an holy convocation; ye
shall do no servile work:

19. But ye shall offer an
offering made by fire, a
burnt offering unto the
LORD; two young bullocks,
and one ram, and seven he
lambs of the first year: they
shall be unto you without
blemish:

20. And their meal offer
ing, fine flour mingled with
oil; three tenth parts shall
ye offer for a bullock, and
two tenth parts for the ram;

21. A several tenth part
shalt thou offer for every
lamb of the seven lambs;

22. And one he-goat for a
sin offering, to make atone
ment for you.

23. Ye shall offer these
beside the burnt offering of
the morning, which is for a
continual burnt offering.

24. After this manner ye
shall offer daily, for seven

GO 2

good according to the state,
in the course of regeneration.

18. For even the first state
of the reception of good is
a holy state representing
heaven, and involving a
rearrangement of truth and
good with man; and it is
also a state of rest from
spiritual conflict.

. 19. And in it the Lord is
acknowledged to be the
source of all good by worship
and consecration to His
service from pure love, in
volving con junction as to
good natural affections, as
to spiritual affection, and as
to celestial affection, complete,
and pure, and holy.

20. Also therein the Lord
is acknowledged as the source
of all spiritual good derived
from celestial, to be finally
manifested in the natural
man in fulness, but previously
in the spiritual man in a less
degree,

2 I. And in the celestial
man in the least degree, yet
still holy and pure;

22. For in every case the
remission of evil by means
of truths, and reconciliation
of the external man with the
internal takes place,

23. In addition to the con
secration of the internal man
by the sincere acknowledg
ment that all life is received
from the Lord continually.

24. And purification, and
the appropriation of good,. by
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

29· A several tenth part. 29. And least of all when
for every lamb of the seven it affects the celestial only.
lambs;

I. This is evident because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His Love, 2001 j- by speaking is denoted influx, 295 1 ; by Moses
is represented J?ivine Truth, or the -Word, 7010;' and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

2. "Command the children of Israel and say unto them," denotes
that there is influx from the Lord with the man of the Spiritual
Church, and thence thought with him, 5486, 3654, 2619 ; and "My
oblation, my food for my offering-s made by fire, of a sweet savour
unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due season,"
denotes that the Lord must be worshipped by the acknowledgment
that all good is from Hirn; that worship is to be from pure love;
that it is grateful and well pleasing to the Lord, because it is the
reciprocation of His love; and that it will be according to the vary
ing states of the man of the church, 349, 5619, 2i6, 10,055, 10,054,
3382, 37, 10,133·

3· "And thou shalt say unto them" denotes further perception)
1822; "This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the
Lord; he-lambs of the first year without blemish," denotes that the
acknowledgment that all the good of love is from the Lord involves
also the acknowledgment that all the good of innocence is from

days, the food of the offer
ing made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the LORD: it
shall be offered beside the
continual burnt offering, and
the drink offering thereof.

25. And on the seventh
day ye shall have an holy
convocation; ye shall do no
servile work.

26. .Also in the day of the
firstfruits, when ye offer a
new meal offering unto the
.LORD in your feast of weeks,
ye shall have an holy con
.vocation; ye shall do no
servile work:

27. But ye shall offer a
burnt offering for a sweet
savour unto the LORD; two
young bullocks, one ram,
seven he-lambs of the first
year;

28. And their meal offer
ing, fine flour mingled with
oil, three tenth parts for

the sincere acknowledgment
that life is continually received
from the Lord, must be per
petual throughout the course
of regeneration; implying the
continual reception of the
good of truth, from pure
love, which is grateful and
acceptable to the Lord on
account of reciprocation; and
involving a specific as well as
a ge'neral state of worship.

25. And thus the comple
tion of regeneration is full
and perfect reception of the
heavenly life in which all
truths are arranged under
good in their order with every
one; and in which all conflict
with evil ceases.

26. But in the second
general state of man when
truth is implanted in good,
and when therefore there is a
new and increasing acknow
ledgment of the Lord, and of
the reception of spiritual and
celestial life from Him, truths
are still more perfectly ar
ranged into heavenly order;
and the state of freedom from.
spiritual conflict is still more
advanced.

27. And consequently holy
worship from love is also
more perfect, being more
grateful and acceptable to
the Lord; and this as to the
natural affections, as to the
spiritual affections, and as to
celestial affections in the good
of innocence, having conjunc
tion with the Lord, and being
in proportion full.

28. For thus also the recep
tion of spiritual and celestial
good is greater in degree,

each bullock, two tenth parts
for the one ram,

30. One he-goat, to make
atonement for you.

3 1 • Beside the continual
burnt offering, and the meal
offering thereof, ye shalt
offer them (they shall be
unto you without blemish),
and their drink offerings.

when it affects the natural
man as well as the spiritual
and celestial; less when it
only affects the spiritual and
celestial;

30 . Also the relTIISSIOn of
evil by means of truths still
continues according to the
state, and consequently the
agreement of the external with
the internal man,

3 1 . All this being in addi
tion to the general state 'of
reception and acknowledg
ment, that all life is from the
Lord, and involving purifica
tion from evil.
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Him, 349, 5619, 10,055, 10,132, 7837, 7838; and "two day by day
fora continual burnt offering," denotes that this gives conjunction
with the Lord, that it is purified from evil; that it is embodied in
inmost truth; that it is complete and full; and that it is continually
received, 5 194, 7837, 7838, 7839, 10,132, 10,053.

4. "The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other
Iamb shalt thou offer at even," or "between the two evenings," denotes
that this innocence is received first in a state of brightness, and
secondly in a state of obscurity, .or first in the internal man and
secondly in the external, 10,134, 10,135.

5. "And the tenth part of an ephah of fine flour for a meal offering,
mingled with the fourth part of a hin of beaten oil," denotes accom
panied by spiritual good as much as is sufficient for conjunction, and
derived from celestial good in the middle degree of the mind, 10,136,
978 1.

6. "I t is a con tinual burnt offering," denotes that it is wholly
and perpetually ascribed to the Lord, 10,133, 10,053, 349; "\vhich was
ordained in I110unt Sinai," denotes according to the laws of Divine
Order made known to the 111an of the church even in his state of
obscurity when truths were deficient with him, 8753; "for a sweet
savour," or "an odour of rest," denotes worship thus being- grateful
and acceptable to the Lord, 10,054; and "an offering made by fire
unto the Lord" denotes because proceeding from pure love, 10,055.

7· "And' the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an
hinfor one lamb," denotes that it is also accompanied by spiritual
truth as much as is sufficient for conjunction, 10,137; and "in the
holy place shalt thou pour out a drink offering of strong drink unto
the Lord," denotes that such truth is to be conjoined with good in
the external man in a holy state of worship, by influx, and that it
shall be both external and internal, 2190, 65025, 3728. And it is said
"both external and internal" because of the two expressions, namely,
"wine" and "strong drink," 683, chap. vi. 3.

8. "And the other lamb shalt thou offer in the evening," denotes
that this innocence is received in every state of obscurity, 10,135;
" as the meal offering of the morning and the drink offering thereof
shalt thou offer it," denotes accompanied, as in states of brightness,
with celestial-spiritual good and truth, verso .~-7; and "an offering
made by fire of a sweet savour, or an odour of rest, unto the Lord,"
denotes that it is then also embodied in worship which is grateful and
acceptable to the Lord because from pure love, 10,054, {0,055.

9· "And on the sabbath day two he-Iambs of the first year without
blemish, and two tenth parts of an ephah of fine flour for a meal
offering, .mingled with oil, and the drink offering- thereof," denotes
that in every state of freedom from spiritual conflictv when good is
predominant, and there is rest and peace, the reception of the inmost
good of innocence from the Lord giving conjunction, is intensified,
since it includes the realization of a state of purification, and fulness
of worship as to celestial good, as to spiritual good, and as to
spiritual truth, 84, 8889-889 1, 5194.

10. "This is the burnt offering- of, every sabbath beside the con
tinual burnt offering and the drink offering thereof," denotes as
well as the sufficiency which appertains to the reception of that

good generally in the course of regeneration, 10,053, 84, 8889-889 1 ,

verso 6-7.

II. "And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a bu~nt

offering unto the Lord," denotes that in .ever~ new. state. of faith
there is consecration to the Lord and conjunction WIth HIm, 1560,
851, 10,053, 2001; "two young bullocks" denotes a.s. to the na~ural

affections, 5194, 10,02 I ; "one ram" denotes as to sp~ntual affect~on~;

10,°42; and "seven he-lambs <:>f the first year WI!h0':lt !Jlemlsh,
denotes as to holy celestial affections received from HIm In Innocence
with purification, 716, 10,132, 7837, 7838, 7839.

12. "And three tenth parts of an ephah of fine flour for a meal
offering mingled with oil for each bullock," denotes that every
natural affection being- the ultimate, therefore involves fulness of
conjunction with spiritual and celestial affections, 10,02 I, 10,137
fourth par., ver, 5; and "two tenth parts of fine flour for a meal
offering, mingled with oil for the one raIn,". den?tes that every
spiritual affection involves a less degree of conjunction because not
in ultimates, 10,137 fourth par., ver. 5, 10,04 2.

13. "And a several tenth part of 'fine flour, mingled with oil ~or

a meal offering unto every lamb," de.note~ that. every celestial
affection involves the least degree of conjunction WIth the Lord, as
to the reception of good and truth from Him immediately, because
the least in ultimates, 10,137, fourth par., ver. 5; and '.' for a burnt
offering of a sweet savour, or an odour of rest, an offering made by
fire unto the Ldrd," denotes that the whole is fully consecrated to
the Lord from pure love, and is acceptable to Him on account of
reciprocation in worship, 10,053, 10,054, 2001.

J4. "And their drink offerings shall be half an hin of wine for a
bullock, and the third part of an hin .for a ram, and the four!h part
of an hin for a lamb," denotes that In every new state of faith the
reception of truths for the natural degree i~ in the g.reatest prop~r

tion : in the spiritual degree in less proportion ; and In the celestial
degr~e in the least pr?portion; or in. ot~er words, the. tru~h co.njoined
with good in the ultimate, by application to the dally life, IS most
powerful and effective; the truth conjoined with g-oo~ in. the spiritual
and celestial degrees only is less powerful and effective ; and the
truth conjoined with good only in the inmost or ~elestial degree, and
not in the spiritual, and natural degrees as w~J1' ~s ~he least powerful
and effective 10 1'.t7 fourth par., ver. 7; and this IS the burnt offer-

• "oJ f h "ding of every month throughout the months 0 t e year, enotes
that thus the Lord is acknowledged and 'Y0rshipped in eyery state. of
faith generally and particularly, as the grver of every good affection
and of every true thought, 10,053, 85 1, 488, 3814, 349, 5619.

IS. "And one he-goat for a sin offering unto the 'Lord,". denotes
that the Lord must also be acknowledged and worshipped In every
state as man's redeemer and saviour from sin, 4169, 72::\, 3400, 10,042;
and" it shall be offered beside the continual burnt offering, and the
drink offering thereof," denotes purification from sin as the inevitable
result of regeneration, and as following regeneration in every stage
thereof, 349, 10,053, 10,137, 10,239, verso 6-7·

16. "In the first month on the fourteenth day of the month is the
Lord's passover," denotes that the beginning, froT? which ~11 the
holy states of the regeneration of man commence, IS redemption by
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the Lord from the absolute dominion of evil, and the reception of
spiritual life from Him, through the assumption of the Human in
the world, and its glorification, 859, 7900, 7867, 7882, 10,152.

17. "And on the fifteenth day of this month shall be a feast· seven
days s?all unleavened bread be eaten," denotes that the first general
operation of the Lord with man, in his new state, is purification from
falsitie~, and the successive appr?priation of good according to the
state, In the course of regeneration, 8400, 92965, 7885, 7886, 2187,
2165, 728.

18. "In the first day shall be an holy convocation," denotes that
even the first state of the reception of good is a holy state represent
ing heaven, and involving a rearrangement of truth and good with
man, 7891; and "ye shall do no servile work" denotes that it is
also a state of rest from spiritual conflict, 7893, 8888.

19· "But ye shall offer an offering made by fire, a burnt offering
unto the Lord," denotes that in it the Lord is acknowledged to be
the source of all good by worship and consecration to His service
:rom .pure love, 349, 10,053-55; "two young bullocks," denotes con
junction as to g?~d natural ~ffections, '10,021, 5194; "and one ram"
denotes as to spiritual affections, 10,042, 2830; and "seven he-lambs
of the first year: they shall be unto you without blemish" denotes as
to celestial affections complete, and pure, and holy, 716, '10,132, 7837,
7838, 7839.

20. "Ar:d their meal. offering fine flour mingled with oil," denotes
that therein the Lord IS acknowledged as the source of all spiritual
good, 10,136; and" three tenth parts shall ye offer for a bullock and
two tenth parts for the ram," denotes to be fully manifested in the
natural man, but previously in the spiritual man in a less degree,
10,137, IO~02I, 10,042.

21. "A. several tenth part shalt thou offer for every lamb of the
seven lambs," denotes in the celestial man in the least degree but
still holy and pure, 10,137, 10,132, 716, 7837. '

22. "And one he-goat for a sin offering to make atonement for
you," denotes tha~.in. every case the remission of evil by means of
truths, and reconciliation of the external man with the internal takes
place, 4169, 725, 3400, 10,°42. .

2;3' ".Ye shall off~r these beside the burnt offering of the morning,
which IS Jor a cont.lnual burnt offering," denotes in addition to the
con~ecr:atIon ?f the Internal man by the sincere acknowledgrnant that
all life IS received from the Lord continually, 10,053, 10,134, ver. 6.

21' "~fter this manner yeo s~all offer daily for seven days," denotes
purification and the appropriation of good by the sincere acknowledg
ment that life is continually received from the Lord, and must be
perpetual throug~out the course of regeneration, 349, 2838, 728; "the
food of the offenng made by fire of a sweet savour, or an odour of
re st unto the Lord," denotes the continual reception of the good of
truth, from pure love which is grateful and acceptable to the Lord
on account of recipr?cation, 2165, 8464, 349, 10,055, 10,054; and" it
shall. be offered beside the continual burnt offering- and the drink
offering thereof," denotes that it involves a specific as well as a
general state of worship, 349, 10,053, 10,137, verso 6-7. .

25. "And on the seventh day ye shall have a holy convocation; ve
shall do no servile work;" denotes that thus the completion "'of
regeneration is full and _perfect reception of the heavenly life, in
which all truths are arranged under good in their order with every
one; and in which all conflict with evil ceases, 84, 7891, 7893, 8888.

26.." Also in the day of your firstfruits, when ye offer a new meal
offering unto the Lord in your feast of weeks ye shall have a holy
convocation; ye shall do no servile work," denotes that in the second
general state of man, when truth is implanted in good, and when
therefore there is a new and increasing acknowledgment of the Lord,
and of the reception of spiritual and celestial life from Him, truths
are still more perfectly arranged into heavenly order, and the state
of freedom from spiritual conflict is still more advanced, 9294, 9295,
7891, 7893, 8888.

27. "But ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour, or an
odour of rest unto the Lord," denotes that holy worship from love is
also more perfect, being more grateful and acceptable to the Lord,
10,053, 10,054, 2001; "two young bullocks," denotes as to natural
affections, 5194, 10,02 I ; "one ram," denotes as to spiritual affections,
10,042; "and seven he-lambs of the first year," denotes and as to
celestial affections in the good of innocence, having conjunction with
the Lord and being in proportion full, 716, 10,132, 7838, 7839.

28. "And their meal offering, fine flour mingled with oil, three
tenth parts for each bullock, and t\VO tenth parts for the one ram,"
denotes that the reception of spiritual and celestial good is greater
in degree when it affects the natural man as well as the spiritual and
celestial; and less when it only affects the spiritual and celestial,
10,136, 10,137, 10,021, 10,042.

29. "A several tenth part for every 'lamb of the seven lambs,"
denotes least of all when it affects the celestial only, 10,132, 10,137,
716.

30. "One he-goat to make atonement for you," denotes the remis
sion of evil by means of truths according to the state, and con
sequently the agreement of the external with the internal man, 41691
725, 3400, 10,04 2 •

31. "Beside the continual burnt offering, and the meal offering
thereof, ye shall offer them (they shall be unto you without blemish),
and their drink offerings," denotes that all this is in addition to the
general state of reception and acknowledgment that all life is from
the Lord, and involving purification from evil, verso 5-7, 349, 7837.

As the subject of this chapter is the same generally as that of
Lev. xxiii., already considered, of course the internal sense is gener
ally the sarne ; and the commentary on that chapter, with its inter
pretation and explanation, may, therefore, usefully be consulted here.
But the point of .the first section is worship from the good of inno
cence in every state of brightness and every state of obscurity during
regeneration, and indeed after regeneration. For who that is regen
erated can cease to worship the Lord. But what is it to worship the
I ..ord from the good of innocence which is represented so appro
priately by the lamb? It is to worship Him from the inmost principle
of good or love; and that this may be done by everyone in every
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state of regeneration, is signified by the offering of a he-lamb every
mornirig and every evening in the Israelitish and Jewish church.
And this innocence consists in the heart-felt acknowledgment that all
good is from the Lord, and consequently that man of himself is not
in any good; also it is represented beautifully in the innocence of
little children, which, although it is the innocence of ignorance, may
become in the regenerated man the innocence of wisdom. And he
who is in the latter innocence knows by experience that without the
Lord he can do nothing; and the more knowledge, he gains and
applies to the uses of life, because it is from the Lord, the more
conscious does he become of his dependence upon. Him, and that he
is for ever in the safe-keeping of one who will never leave him nor
for~ake him. In short, the nearer anyone approaches to the love
which constitutes the Lord Himself, the more innocent will he
become; for the Lord is essential innocence; and because innocence is
the removal of all evil 1110re and more, therefore the Lord is called the
Lamb of God taking a \vay the sin of the world (John 1. 29). Hence
now we may see what is really meant' spiritually by the offering of
a lamb every rnorriing and every evening. For whatever may be the
state of any worshipper externally, if. his worship of the Lord is
sincere, the innocence of wisdom is its inmost principle, and will be
fully manifested ioutwardly in his angelic life. And hence, too, we
may see how the lamb is not only the representative of innocence
itself, ,,-,hich is .the inmost principle of all good, but also especially
of the highest kind of good which is called celestial, and distinguishes
the angels of the third heaven, who are more in innocence than
any. others.

And if we notice now what accompanies this offering, and is
~alled. a meal offering, we also learn that spiritual good or charity
IS d~nved from this highest good and is conjoined with it; while pro
ceeding a step .farther, and noting what is said of the drink offering,
we also perceive that all truth is thence derived, and that it is
powerf~l j.ust in. pr~portion as the holy principle of good is mani
fested In It, which IS meant by the strong drink poured out unto
the Lord.

But comin~ to the second section, we have to observe that through
out regeneration there are recurrrng states of rest and peace, denoted
by the sabbath; and that then the reception of the good of innocence
~ro:n the Lord is in~en~ified, and gives conjunction with Him, since
It Includes the realization of a state of purification arid fulness of
worship, as to celestial good, as to spiritual good, and as to spiritual
truth; as. well as the sufficiency which appertains to that good
geperally m the course of regeneration. And it is indeed a blessed
thIng: for man. that, ever and anon, he has such experiences; for
therein he, as It were, stores up strength for future conflicts and for
future victories, and also has a foretaste of the eternal state of rest
from temptations in heaven itself which is indeed an eternal sabbath
and is also represented by the Jewish sabbath, as well as in a mor~
spiritual \vay by the Christian sabbath. The point, however here
to b~ parti~,-!larly noted is the difference in the arrangement here
and In ~eVlt1Cus. For there the general state upon which all others
depend IS denoted by the six days of labour combined with the
sabbath as a day of rest, whereas in this account it is the daily
morn~ng and .ev~ning sacri!1ce that represents the general state. And
tha~ .IS why It IS hel:e said that the recurring sabbath state is in
additlon to the reception of good generally, and is an intensification
of it. N O\V ~hen we consider these states, and how true they are to
human expenence, we cannot but be convinced also of the great use

of t.he C~ristian sabbath as a day. of instructio~ in Divine things : as
an incentive to' a good and holy hfe; as a manifestation of the effect
of th~tlife.; and above al~ as an expression of the worship of the
Lord involving all these things together. Nor need we be astonished
that there are such recurring seasons of Divine Worship even in the
heavens, with both the spiritual and celestial orders of angels accord
ing to the following clear and forcible statement:

"Divine worship in the heavens is not unlike that on earth as to
externals, but it differs as to internals. In the heavens, as on earth
there are. doctrines, preaching's, and temples. The doctrines agree a~
to es~entla1s, but are of more interior wisdom in the higher heavens
than In the lower. The preaching's are according to the doctrines·
and as !hey h.ave hous~s and p~laces (m. 18~-I90), so' they hav~
temples In which there IS preaching, Such things exist in heaven
because angels are continually being- perfected in wisdom and love'
.for th.ey b,ave understa~ding and will equally as men, and the under:
standing IS su.ch that It may be continually perfected, and in like
mariner the will : the understanding by truths which are of intelli
gence, and the will by the goods which are of love" (fl. fl. 22 I).

And, moreover, that there are temples for worship both among the
celestial and spiritual angels may be seen from H.H. 22'"'. But
however: "Divine worship itself, in the .heavens, does not c~nsist ir~
frequenting temples, and hearing sermons· but in a life of love
charity, ~nd fait?, a.ccordin.g to doctrines" (H.R. 222). '

The thl.rd section In the Internal sense, describes that state of the
regeneration of man subordinate to the general state which may be
called a preparatory state when it precedes the sabbath state, or a
state of gre~ter fulness when it follC!ws. it, and which is represented
by the sacnfices offered' at the beg-Inning of each month. For as
the sun co;resp0t;ds to a state of love, so the moon corresponds to a
state of faith derived from love or leading to it. . But this particular
festival is not described in Leviticus in connection with the others
tH;d in?eed what we have in this chapter is the only description of it
glve~ In the Pentateuch. And a consideration of its sacrifices shows
that It denotes here .a s~ate of faith conjoined with charity, for faith
separated from charity IS not a true faith. Observe therefore first
that lov~, or charity, which. is properly represented by the animal~
?ffere~, IS.of. a thre~fold quahty, according to the degree of the mind
In which It IS ~anIfeste~: For in the nat~r~l degree it appears as
natur~l good; In the spiritual degree as spiritual good; and in the
celestial deg-ree as celestial good, and that in fact all these kinds of
good co-exis~ with him who is in a true f;ith, inc;easing- in intensity
as. regeneratto? proceed~.. The reas?n is because, with everyone,
faith at fir.st IS not. ~onJolned consciously with love in the natural
degree, or I!1 t~e spiritual deg-ree, but only in the celestial or inmost
d~gr~e of his life, an~ th.erefore love is in the least proportion with
him In that state, which IS denoted by the proportion of fine flour in
t.he meal ?ftering-. being. the least for a lamb. But when, by con
tInua! pers.lstence ~n obediences to the truths of faith, the conjunction
of faith with cha:lty descends, an? is manifested also in the spiritual
degree of the :nlnd .as well as 1!1 t~e celestial, then charity is in
g-reater prop?rtlon WIth man, which IS signified by the quantity of
fine flour being- greater for a ram than for a lamb. And lastly
when the c0!1junction of faith with charity still farther descends:
!hr~ug~ obedle!1ce to the truth combined with the love thereof, and
IS n;anIfe~ted m t~e natural degree of the mind, then is love or
charity wlth.man In the greatest proportion, which is represented
by the quantity of fine flour being greater for a bullock than for a
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ram or a lamh. And it is evident that this is a true description of
regeneration, because when love and charity are fully manifested in
all the degrees of man's life together, and are conjoined with the
truths of faith, then the process is completed, and is accompanied by
a full removal of evil and error which is denoted by the offering of
a he-goat as a sin offering, this removal being gradually effected
by the Lord with man throughout the whole course of his experience,
making it possible that there should be this descent of love and
charity and natural good. For unless there is repentance, or the
actual removal of evil with each of us, there cannot be any realiza
tion of good, and therefore of the conjunction of good with truth
and of truth with good.

But now there follows in the last two sections a description of the
first and second general and subordinate states of man's regeneration,
just as in Leviticus, with the exception that here there is an account
of the offerings to be made, which are not mentioned there, and
which are exactly the same as the monthly offering in both cases, so
that the explanation just above given is applicable also in these
places and therefore need not be repeated. On the other hand, there
is, in Leviticus, an account of some sacrifices not given in this
chapter, and therefore it is evident that the difference, in this respect,
between the t\.\TO chapters, is on account of the difference in the
series of the internal sense. In each case, however, it will, we think,
be found that the series is perfect and that the continuity of the
general subject is sustained. And therefore we may here remember
that, wherever in the literal sense" there are repetitions of what has
been before stated, so' that there is necessarily a similar repetition in
the internal sense, yet the different connections under which these
repetitions occur necessarily, also, involves something new and inter
esting in the internal sense. For it is certain that there are no need
less repetitions in the Word of the Lord, in which every single
correspondential expression is used with the greatest exactitude, so
that the spiritual sense may be perfect and harmonious throughout.
This then will be sufficient as a commentary on the present chapter,
the subject of which is continued and completed with the next.

CHAP1"'ER XXIX

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. There is revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth, following
the implantation of truth in good, and worship thence, which is
descnbed, verso 1-6.

2. Also there is complete purification from evil accompanied by a
similar state of worship, verso 7- 11. "
. 3· And this is st;cce~ded by.the third general state of the regenera

tion of man, which IS the Implantation of good, the appropriate
worship in which state is described, verso 12-40.
. 4· But t~is involves a description- of the successive states of regenera

tion, show!n& first the opposition of the natural man to the spiritual,
and ~O.rShIP In that state," verso 12-16; secondly, the decrease of this
?PposIt1on, when truths are full and efficient, verso 17-19 ; thirdly,
Its greater decrea.se when this fulness and efficiency affect the external
as well as the Internal man, verso 20-22; fourthly, its continued
decrease whe!1 truths are. implanted in good, vers, 23-25; fifthly, that
the decrease IS greater still when the external as well as the internal
man !s. thus affected, verso 26-28; sixthly.' a further decrease of the
opposition of the natural man takes place when good is implanted
~here, vers .. 29-3 I; seventhly, that it ceases altogether when good is
Impla~ted In the external as well as the internal man there, 32-34;
~nd eIghthly, that a new and perfect state succeeds in which there
IS a cou;plete arrangement of truths and a full appropriation of good
to eternity, verso 35-40 •

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And .in the seventh
month, on the first day of
the month, ye shall have an
holy convocation; ye shall
do no servile work: it is" a
day of blowing of trumpets
unto you.

I. And when the state of
faith with the man of the
church is full and holy and
love begins to be ~ani.
fested, another rearrangement
of truths takes place, and
another season of spiritual rest
is experienced; for then there
is farther revelation of Divine
Truth from the Lord.
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2. And ye shall offer a
burnt offering for a sweet
savour unto the LORD; one
young bullock, one ram,
seven he-lambs of the first
year without blemish:

3. And their meal offer
ing, fine flour mingled with
oil, three tenth parts for the
bullock, two tenth parts for
the ram,

4. And one tenth part
for every lamb of the seven
lambs;

$. And one he-goat for a
sin offering, to make atone
ment for you:

6. Beside the burnt offer
ing of the new moon, and
the meal offering thereof,
and the continual burnt
offering and the meal offer
ing thereof, and their drink
offerings, according unto
their ordinance, for a sweet
savour, an offering made by
fire unto the LORD.

2. Then too, the Lord is
acknowledged by worship
from the holy principle of love
which is grateful and accept
able to Him, as to innocence
in the natural affections, in
the spiritual affections, and in
the celestial affections; which
are holy, which are embodied
or expressed in truths, which
are purified from sin, and
which are perfect according to
the state;

3. With the acknowledg
ment also that all spiritual
good is derived from and con
joined with celestial good, in
the greatest degree when it
affects the natural mart; in a

. less degree when it affects the
'spiritual man and the celestial
man only;

4. And in the 'least degree
when it only affects the celes
tial man ;

5. Accompanied by the in
creasing removal of evil by
means of truths, and thus by
the closer conjunction of the
external man with the internal,

6. In addition to the sincere
worship of the Lord from the
previous new state of faith
with its appropriate acknovv:
ledg~:nt of the due reception
of spiritual good; and in addi
tion to the perpetual worship
of the Lord in every state of
brightness and obscurity, and of
the reception of spiritual truths
according to Divine Order· all
this being grateful and acc~pt
able to the Lord on account of
reciprocation in worship from
pure love.

7. And on the tenth day
of this seventh month ye

. shall have an holy convoca
tion; and ye shall afflict
your souls; ye shall do no
manner of work:

8. But ye shall offer a
burnt offering unto the
LORD for a sweet savour;
one young bullock, one ram,
seven he-lambs' of the first
year; they shall be unto you
without blemish:

g. And their meal offer
ing, fine flour mingled with
oil, three tenth parts for the
bullock, two tenth parts for
the one ram,

10. A several tenth part
for every lamb of the seven
lambs:

I I. One he-goat for a sin
offering; beside the sin offer
ing of atonement, and the
continual burnt offering., and
the meal offering thereof,
and their drink offerings.

12. And on the fifteenth
day of the seventh month ye

7. And further, when the
state of faith with the man of
the church is thus full and
holy, and when, consequently,
remains are implanted, the re
arrangement of truths still
continues, and there is com
plete purification from evil in
the course of temptation, fol
lowed by a renewed state of
spiri tual rest and peace;

8. And consequently a re
newed state of the worship of
the Lord from pure love, in
volving again the reception of
the good of innocence in the
natural, in the spiritual, and
in the celestial degrees of the
mind, and this too with puri
fication accordingly;

9. And also, the reception
of spiritual good conjoined
with celestial, in the greatest
proportion when the natural
man co-operates; in less pro
portion when only the spiritual
and celestial co-operate;

. 10. And in the least propor
tion when only the celestial
co-operates with the Lord;

I I. There being at the same
time the acknowledgment that
evil .is removed by the Lord,
specifically as well as gener
ally, and that all worship from
pure love is from the Lord, as
well as the reception of all
spiritual good conjoined with
celestial, and of all spiritual
truth.

12. And again, when the
state of the implantation of
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shall have an holy convoca
tion; ye shall do no servile
work, and ye shall keep a
feast unto the LORD seven
days:

13. And ye shall offer a
burnt offering, an offering
made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the LORD; thir
teen young bullocks, two
rams, fourteen he-lambs of
the first year; they shall be
without blemish:

14. And their meal offer
ing, fine flour mingled with
oil, three tenth parts for
every bullock of the thirteen
bullocks, two tenth parts for
each ram of the two rams,

IS. And a several tenth
part for every lamb of the
fourteen lambs:

16. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, the
meal offering thereof, and
the drink offering thereof.

truth is completed, and the
state of the implantation of
good commences, there is still
another rearrangement of
truths, a still more improved
state . of spiritual rest and
peace, and a still greater ap
propriation of good from the
Lord in all holiness and ful
ness;

13. And consequently it is
now most intensely acknow
ledged that all love and all
holy worship from pure love
are from the Lord, and are
grateful and acceptable to
Him, as to the natural affec
tions, which in their first/state
are fully opposed to the spirit
ual after states of instruction
are completed; as to the spirit
ual affections in which now
truth and good are fully con
joined; and as to the celestial
affections in fulness and puri
fied from evil, in which now
also truth and good are fully
conjoined.

14. And in this state also is
the reception of spiritual good
from celestial manifested in
the greatest degree, when it
is with the good of innocence
in the natural man; in a less
degree when with that good in
the spiritual and celestial man
only;

IS. And in the least degree
when it is in the celestial man
only;

16. Besides which, evil is
now more than ever fully
removed; worship from pure
love is now more than ever
powerful; and the reception of
spiritual good and truth in

17. And on the second
day ye shall offer twelve

. young bullocks, two rams,
fourteen he-lambs of the first
year without blemish.:

18. And their' meal offer
ing and their drink offerings
for the bullocks, for the
rams, and for the lambs,
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

19. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, and
the meal offering thereof,
and their drink offerings.

20. And on the third day
eleven bullocks, two rams,
fourteen he-lambs of the first
year without blemish;

2 I. And their, meal offer
ing and their drink offerings

HH

every state is now more than
ever complete.

17. But this perfect state
involves not only all previous
states of the natural man, be
cause it involves the first, but
also each state in its order, and
therefore that, in the second
state, the natural man had not
so much power against the
spiritual man, because truths,
were full and efficient, and be
cause the conjunction of truth
with good was potentially full
in the spiritual and celestial
degrees;

18. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
conjoined with celestial in
each degree of the mind
according to its quality, and
according to Divine Law.

19. As well as with the like
remission of evil according to
the state, and with the wor
ship of the Lord from pure
love in every state by the
adequate reception and ac
knowledgment of spiritual
good and truth from the Lord.

20. This perfect state also
involves that, in the third
stage, the natural man had
still less power against the
spiritual man because truths
were more powerful, not only
in the internal of the natural
degree, but also in its external
from a principle of obedience,
and again because the con
junction of truth with good
was potentially full in the
spiritual and celestial degrees;

21. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
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for the bullocks, for the
rams, and for the lambs,
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

22. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, and
the meal offering thereof,
and the drink offering
thereof ."

23. And on the fourth day
ten bullocks, two rams, four
teen he-lambs of the first
year without blemish:

24. Their meal offering
and their drink offerings for
the bullocks, for the rams,
and for the lambs, accordinz
to their number, after th~
ordinance:

. 25. ~A~d one he-goat for a
SIn offering ; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, the
meal offering thereof, and
the drink offering thereof.

26. And on the fifth day
nine bullocks, two rams,
fourteen he-lambs of the first
year without blemish:

conjoined with celestial in each
degree of the mind, according
to its quality, and according
to Divine Law;

22. As well as with the like
remission of evil according' to
the state, and with the wor
ship of the Lord from pure
love, in every state,. by the
adequate reception and ac
knowledgment of spiritual
good and truth from the Lord.

23. This perfect state also
involves that, in the fourth
stage of conflict, the natural
man had still less power
against the spiritual, because
then truths were implanted in
good there, and because the
conjunction of truth with good
was again potentially full
in the spiritua! and celestial
degrees;

24. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
conjoined with celestial in
each degree of the mind
according to its quality, and
according to Divine Law;

25. As well as with the
like remission of evil accord
ing to the state, and with the
worship of the' Lord from pure
love in every state by the
adequate reception and ac
knowledgment of spiritual
good and truth from the Lord.

26. This perfect state also
involves that, in the fifth stage
of conflict, the natural man
had sti111ess power against the
spiritual, because then truths
were ~Inplanted in good, not
only In the internal of the

27. And their meal offer
ing and their drink offerings
for the hullocks, for the
rams, and for the lambs,
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

28. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con

. tinual burnt offering, and

. the meal offering thereof,
and the drink offering
thereof.

29. And on the sixth day
eight bullocks, two rams,
fourteen he-lambs of the first
year without blemish:

30. And their meal offer
ing and their drink offerings
for the bullocks, for the
rams, and for the lambs,
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

31. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, the
meal offering thereof, and
the drink offerings thereof.

HIl 2

natural degree, but also in the
external, from a sincere affec
tion for truth, and .because the
conjunction of truth with .g.ood
was again potentially full in the
spiritual and celestial degrees;

27. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
con joined with celestial in each
degree of the mind, according
to its quality and according to
Divine Law;

28. As well as with the like
remission of evil according to
the state, and with the wor
ship of the Lord from pure
love in every state. by the
adequate reception and ac
knowledgment of spiritual
good and truth from. the Lord.

29. This perfect state also
involves that, in the sixth
stage of conflict, the natural
man h~d still less power
against the spiritual, because
then good was implanted
there, and because the con
junction of truth with good
was again potentially full in the
spiritual and celestial degrees;

30. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
conjoined with celestial in each
"degree of the mind, according
to its quality and according to
Divine Law;

31. As well as with the like
remission of evil according'
to the state, and with the
worship of the Lord from
pure love in every state, by
the adequate reception and
acknowledgment of spiritual
good and truth from the Lord.
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32. And on the seventh
day seven bullocks, two
rams, fourteen he-lambs of
the first year wi thout
blemish:

33. And their meal offer
ing and their drink offerings
for the bullocks, for the
rams, and for the lambs,
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

34. And one he-goat fora
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt offering, the
meal offering thereof, and
the drink ottering thereof 0

35. On the eighth day ye
shall have a solemn assem
bly: ye shall do no servile
work:

32. And this perfect state
also involves that, in the
seventh stage, when conflict
ceases, the natural man has no
longer any po\ver against the
spiritual, because it is now
harmonious therewith, and a
state of rest and peace is
established, not only in the
internal of the natural degree,
but also in its external, from a
sincere affection for good, and
because the conjunction of
truth with good is now actu
ally full in all the degrees of
the mind;

33. With the like reception
of spiritual good and truth
conjoined with celestial, in
each degree of the mind,
according to its quality and
according to Divine Law;

34. As well as with the full
remission of evil according to
the state, and with the worship
of the Lord from pure love in
every state, by the full recep
tion and acknowledgment
of spiritual good and truth
from the Lord in the natural
degree.

35. And in this new and
perfect heavenly state there
is complete arrangement of
truths, and the full appropria
tion of good, together with
the cessation of all spiritual
conflict.

lambs of the first year with-
out blemish: .

37. Their meal offering
and their drink offerings for
the bullock, for the ram, and
for the lambs, shall be
according to their number,
after the ordinance:

38. And one he-goat for a
sin offering; beside the con
tinual burnt otfering, and
the meal offering thereof,
and the drink offerin cr
thereof. b

39· These ye shall offer
unto the LORD in your set
feasts, beside your vows,
and your freewill offerings,
for your burnt offerings, and
for your meal offerings, and
for your drink offerings, and
for your peace offerings.

40. And Moses told the
children of Israel according
to all that the LORD com
manded Moses,

reciprocation, as to the natural
affections, as to the spiritual
affections, and as to the celes
tial affections.

37. Also as to the reception
of spiritual good and truth
conjoined with celestial in
every degree of the' mind, ac
cording to the heavenly quality
of good, and according to the
perfection of Divine Truth.

38. And also as to deliver
ance from evil through the
operation of the truth, besides
genuine worship from pure
love, in every state, and the
reception of spiritual good and
truth in fulness in every state.

39· And this full acknow
ledgment, and worship, and
reception of heavenly good and
truth, is continual, or eternal.
in every general state and i~
every particular state, and
consequently, in every act of
devotion to the Lord in every
act of freedom in w~rship, i~
every act of worship from
pure. love, and in every act
of worship in which it is ac
knowledg-ed that spiritual and
celestial good and truth are
continually received from the
Lord. .

40 . And thus from the Lord
th~~ugh the heavens, by
DIVIne Truth, there is revela
tion to the man of the Spiritual
Church in every state accord
ing to his needs.

36. But ye shall offer a
burnt offering, an offering
made by fire, of a sweet
savour unto the LORD: one
bullock, one ram, seven he-

36. And the acknowledg
ment of the Lord, and worship
thence from pure love is full
in every respect, and therefore
grateful and acceptable in
every respect, on account of

REFERENCES AND NOTES

1. "And in the seventh month on the first day of the month ye
shall have an holy convocation," denotes that when the state of'the
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man of the church is full and love begins to be manifested, another
rearrangement of truths t~kes place, 852, 893, 894;- 789 1 ; "Ye- shall d~
no servile work" denotes another season of spiritual rest, 85 I, 8890 ,

and "it is a day of blowing of trumpets" denotes further revelation
of Divine Truth from the Lord, 8802, 8815.

2. '" And ye shall offer a burnt offering of a sweet savour, or a.11
odour of rest, unto the Lord," denotes tha~ t~en, too, the L<:>rd ~s
acknowledged by worship from the holy principle of love, which IS
grateful and acceptable to Him, 349, 10,053, 10,054, 2001; "one
young bullock," denotes as ~o innoce!1~e in the l!atural a~ectjons:
10 02I· "one ram " denotes In the spiritual affections, 1004.... , 2830 ,
an'd "~even he-Ia~bs of the first year without. blemish," denC?tes in
the" celestial affections, which are holy, which are embo~Ied or
expressed in truths, which are purified from sin, and which are
perfect according to fhe state, 716, 7838, 10,132, 7839, 7837.

3. "And their meal offering fine ~o.ur mingled. with. oil," denotes
with theacknowledgrnent that all spiritual good IS denved from and
conjoined with celestial good, 10,136; and" three tenth parts for the
bullock, and two tenth parts for the ram," .denotes in the greate~t
degree when it affects the natural man, and 111 a less degree when It
affects the spiritual man and the celestial man only, 10,137, 10,02 I,

10,042.

4. "And one tenth part for every lamb of the seve~ lambs," denotes
in the "least degree when it only affects the celestial man, 10,137,
10,132.

5. "And one he-goat for a sin offering to make atonement for
you " denotes accompanied bv the increasing· removal of evil by
me~ns of truths, and thus by "the closer conjunction of the external
man with the internal, 4169, 3400, 10,042.

6. "Beside the burnt offering of the new moon," denotes in addition
to the sincere worship of the Lord from the previous new state of
faith, chap. xxviii. I I; "and the meal offering th~reof" d~~otes
with its appropriate acknowledgment of the due reception of spiritual
good, chap. xxviii. 12-13; "and .the co~~inual burnt offering and t~e

meal offering thereof," denotes~n addition to the p~rpetual wors~.lp

of the Lord in every state of brightness and obscunty, chap. XXVIll.
3-6' "and their drink offerings according unto their ordinance"
den~tes the reception 'of spiritual truths according to Divine Order,
chap. xxviii. 7, 14; and "for a sweet savour or an odour of :es~,

an offering made by fire unto the Lord," denotes that all this IS
grateful and acceptable to the Lord on account of reciprocation in
worship from pure love, 10,054-5.

7. "And on the tenth day of this seventh month ye shall have an
holy convocation," denotes that when the state of faith with man is
thus full and holy, and when, consequently, remains are implanted,
the rearrangement of truths still continues, 207~, 85:, 7891;'"' an.d :ye
shall afflict your souls," denotes complete purification from evil In
the course of temptations, 1846, 1937, 1947, 3864; and "ye shall
do no manner of work" denotes a renewed state of rest and peace
following, 85 I, 8890.

8. "But ye shall offer a burnt offering to the Lord for a sweet
savour, or ·for an odour of rest," denotes a renewed state of the

worship of the Lord from pure love, 10,053, 10,054; and one ~oung
bullock one ram and seven he-lambs of the first year without
blemish', denotes ~gain the reception of the good of innocenc~ in
the natural, in the spiritual, and in the celestial degrees of the mind,
and this too with purification accordingly, ver. 2.

9. "And their meal offering fine flour mingled with oil, three tenth
parts for the bullock and t\VO tenth parts for the one ram," denotes
the reception of spiritual good conjoined with c:elestial, in the. greatest
proportion when the natural man co-operates; In less proportion when
only the spiritual and celestial co-operate, ver. 3.

10. "A several tenth part' for every lamb of the seven lambs,"
denotes in the least proportion when only the celestial co-operates
with the Lord, ver. 4.

II. "One he-goat for a sin offering-," denotes at the same time
the acknowledgment that evil is removed by the Lord specifically as
well as generally, ver..~; "beside the sin offering of atonement,"
denotes g-eneralli as well as specifically, ver. 5; and" the continual
burnt offering, and the meal offering thereof, and their drink offer
ings." denotes the acknowledg-ment" that all worship from pure love
is from the Lord, as well as the reception of all spiritual ~ood con
joined with celestial, and of all spiritual truth, chap. xxviii. 3-8.

12. "And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have
an holv convocation," denotes that again when the .state of the
implantation of truth is completed, and the state of the implantation
of g-ood commences, there is still another rearrangement of truths,
Q 2 965, 789 I; "Ye shall do no servile work," denotes a still more
improved state of suirtiual rest and peace, 78Q3, 88qo: and" Ye shan
keep a feast unto the Lord seven days," denotes a still ?"reater appro
priation of good from the Lord in all holiness and fulness, 9286,
9287, 2044, 716.

13· "And ye shall offer a burnt offering, an offering- made by
fire, or a sweet savour, or an odour of rest, unto the Lord," denotes
that it is now most intensely acknowledg-ed that all love and all holy
worship from pure love are from the Lord, and "are grateful and
acceptable to Him) 10,053. 10,054, 10,055: "thirteen young- bullocks"
denotes as to the natural affections, which in their first state are
fully opposed to the spiritual after states of instruction are completed,
10,02 I, 1668; "two rams" denotes as to the spiritual affections in
which now truth and ~ood are fully conjoined, 10.042,·.r:: IQ4; and
"fourteen he-lambs of the first year; they shall be without blemish,"
denotes as to the celestial affections in fulness and purified from
evil, in which now also truth and good are fully conjoined, 10,132,
7837-9. 5 194, 8507, 5291.

14· "And their meal offering, fine flour mingled with oil," denotes
that in this state also is the full reception of spiritual flood from
celestial, 10, 1~6; and "three tenth parts for every bullock of the
thirteen bullocks, and two tenth parts for each ram of the two rams,"
denotes in the greatest degree when it is with the good of innocence
in the natural man, and in a less degree when with that good in the
spiritual and celestial man only, 10,137, 10,021, 10,042.

15. "And a several tenth part for every lamb of the fourteen
lambs," denotes in the least degree when it is in the celestial man
only, 10,132, 10,137.
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16. "And one he-goat, for a sin offering" denotes evil now more
than ever fully removed, 4169, 3400; and" beside the continual burnt
offering, the meal offering thereof, and the drink offering thereof,"
denotes that worship from pure love is now more than ever powerful;
and that the reception of spiritual good and truth is now more than
ever complete, chap. xxviii. 3-7.

17. "And 011 the second day ye shall offer twelve young bullocks,"
denotes that this perfect state involves' not only all previous states of
the natural man because it involves the first, but also each state in its
order, and therefore that, in the second state, the natural man had
not so much power against the spiritual man because truths were
full and efficient, 1335, 6, 8, 2089, 10,02 I; and "two rams and
fourteen he-lambs of the first. year without blemish," denotes because
the conjunction of truth with good was potentially full in the spiritual
and celestial. degrees, ver. 13.

18. "And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, according to their number,
after -the ordinance," denotes with the like reception of spiritual good
and truth conjoined with celestial in each degree of the mind, accord
ing to its quality, and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii. 12-14,
10,~17, 8357.

19· "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as well as with
the like remission of evil according to the state, 4169, 3400; and
"beside the continual burnt offering, and the meal offering thereof.
and their drink offerings," denotes with the worship of the Lord
from pure love in every state, by the adequate reception and acknow
ledgment of spiritual good and truth from the Lord, chap. xxviii. 3-7.

20. "And on the third day eleven bullocks" denotes, that this
perfect state also involves that, in the third stage, the natural man
had still less power against the spiritual man because truths were
more powerful, not only in the internal of the natural degree, but
also i,~ its external from a principle of obedience, 9, 728, 9616, 10,021;
and two rams and fourteen he-lambs of the first year without
blemish," denotes again because the conjunction of truth with good
was potentially full in the spiritual and celestial degrees, ver. 13.

21. "And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, according to their number
after the ordir:a~ce," ~enotes ~ith. the like reception of spiritual good
and truth conjoined WIth celestial In each degree of the mind, accord
ing to its quality, and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii. 12-14,
10,217, 8357.

22. "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as well as with
~fe .. I.ike remissiC?n of evil according to the state, 4169, 340 0 ; and

beside th.e contIn~al burnt offering, and the meal offering thereof,
and the dnnk offenng thereof," denotes with the worship of the Lord
from pure .l~ve in every state, by adequate reception and acknowledg
ment of spiritual good and truth from the Lord, chap. xxviii. 3-7. '

23· "An~ on the fourtI: day ten bullocks," denotes that this perfect
state also I~volves that In the fourth stage of conflict the natural
man has still less power against the spiritual man" because then

truths were implanted in good there, 10, 1686, 576, 10,02 I; and" two
rams and fourteen he-Iambs of the first year without blemish,"
denotes because the conjunction of truth with good was again
potentially full in the spiritual and celestial degrees, ver. 13.

24. "Their meal offering and their ,drink offerings for the bullocks,
for the rams, and for the lambs, according to their number, after the
ordinance," denotes with the like reception of spiritual good and
truth conjoined with celestial in each degree of the .mind, according
to its quality and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii. 12-14,
10,217, 8357.

25. "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as "Yell as with
the like remission of evil according to the state, 4169, 3400; and
"beside the continual burnt offering, the meal offering thereof, and
the drink offering thereof," denotes with the worship of the Lord
from pure love in every state by the adequate reception and .acknow
ledgment of spiritual good and truth from the Lord, chap. xxviii. 3-i.

26. "And on the fifth day nine bullocks," denotes that this perfect
state also involves that in the fifth stage of conflict the natural man
had still less power against the spiritual because then truths were
implanted in good not only in the internal of the natural degree, but
also in the external from a sincere affection for truth, I I, 5291, 1988\,
10,021; and "two rams and fourteen he-lambs of the first year
without blemish," denotes because the conjunction of truth with good
was again potentially full in the spiritual and celestial degrees,
ver. 13.

27. "And their meal offering and their drink offerings for the
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, according to their number,
after the ordinance," denotes with the like reception of spirtiual good
and truth conjoined with celestial in each degree of the mind, accord
ing to its quality, and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii. 12-14,
10,217, 8357·

28. "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as well as with
the like remission of evil, according to the state, 4169, 3400; and
"beside the continual burnt offering, and the meal offering thereof,
and the drink offering thereof," denotes with the worship of the Lord
from pure love in every state by the adequate reception and acknow
Iedgrnent of spiritual g-ood and truth from the Lord, chap. xxviii. 3-7.

29. "And on the sixth day eight bullocks" denotes that this perfect
state also involves that, in the sixth stage of conflict, the natural man
had still less power against the spiritual, because then good was
implanted there, 12, 7373 , 9227, 10,021; and" two rams, and fourteen
lambs of the first year without blemish," denotes because tlie con
junction of truth with good was again potentially full in the spiritual
and celestial degrees, ver. 13.

30 • "And their meal offering, and their drink offerings, for the
bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, according to their number,
after the ordinance," denotes with the like reception of spiritual good
and truths conjoined with celestial in each degree of the mind,
according to its quality and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii.
12-14, 10, 2 17, 8357·
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31. "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as well as with
the like remission of evil according to the state, 4169, 3400; and
"beside the continual burnt offering, the meal offering- thereof, and
the drink offering thereof," denotes with the full worship of the Lord
from pure love in every state by the adequate reception and acknow..
ledgment of spiritual good and truth from the Lord, chap. xxviii. 3-7.

')2. "And on the seventh dav seven bullocks" denotes tliat this
perfect state also involves that," in the seventh stage, when conflict
ceases, the natural man has no longer any power against the spiritual
man, because it is now harmonious therewith, and a state of rest
and peace is established not only in the internal of the natural degree,
but also in its external, from a sincere affection for good, 74, 716, 84,
10,021; and "t\VO rains, and fourteen he-lambs of the first year
without blemish," denotes because the conjunction of truth with good
is now actually full in all the degrees of the mind, ver. 13.

33. "And their meal offering, and their drink offerings for the
bullocks" for the rams; and for the lambs, according to their number,
after the ordinance," denotes with the like reception of spiritual good
and truth conjoined with celestial in each degree of the mind, accord
ing to its quality, and according to Divine Law, chap. xxviii. 12-J4,
10, 217, 8357·

34. "And one he-goat for a sin offering" denotes as wen as with
the full remission of evil, according to the state, 4169, 3400; "besidp
the continual burnt offering, the meal offering thereof and the drink
offering thereof," denotes with the worship of the Lord from pure
love in every state, by the full reception and acknowledgment of
spiritual good and truth from the Lord in the natural degree, chap.
xxviii. 3-7.

35. "On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly; ye shall
do no servile work," denotes that in this new and perfect heavenly
state there is complete arrangement of truths and the full appro
priation of good, together with the cessation of all spiritual conflict,
9296:5, 6338, 8890.

36. "But ye shall offer a burnt offering, an offering made by fire,
of a sweet savour, or an odour of rest, unto the Lord," denotes the
acknowledgment of the Lord, and worship thence from pure love,
full in every respect, and therefore grateful and acceptable in every
respect on account of reciprocation, 349, 10,053, 10,054, 10,055; and
"one bullock, one ram, seven he-lambs of the first year without
blemish," denotes as to the natural affections, as to the spiritual
a ffections, and as to the celestial affections, ver. 13, 39863, 716.

37. "Their meal offering and their drink offerings, for the bullock,
for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the ordinance," denotes also as to the reception of spiritual good
and truth conjoined with celestial in every degree of the mind accord
ing to the heavenly quality of good, and according to the perfection
of Divine Truth, chap. xxviii. 12-14, 10,217, 8357.

'38. "And one he-goat for a sin offering'," denotes as to deliverance
from evil through the operation of the truth in every state, 4169,
34°0; and" beside the continual burnt offering, and the meal offering
thereof, and the drink offering thereof," denotes besides genuine

worship from pure love, and the reception of spiritual good and truth
in fulness in every state, chap. xxviii. 3-7.

39. "These ye shall offer unto the Lord in your set feasts,". de
notes that this full acknowledgment and worship, and reception of
heavenly good and truth is continual in every general state and in
every particular state, 349, 2001, 9286; "beside your VO\VS," denotes
in every act of devotion to the Lord, 3732; ~'your freewill offerings,"
denotes in every act of freedom in worship, 10,097; "for your burnt
offerings," denotes in every act of worship from pure love, lo,05~,

10,055; "and for your meal offerings, and for your drink offerings,"
denotes in every act of worship by which it is acknowledged that
spiritual and celestial good and truth are continually received from
the Lord, 10,137; and" for your peace offerings," denotes also wor
ship from freedom, 10,097.

40. Moses telling- the children of Israel according to all that the
Lord commanded Moses, denotes that thus from the Lord, through
the heavens, by Divine Truth, there is revelation to the man of the
Spiritual Church in every state according to his needs, 7010, 32°9,
3654, 2001, 5486.

As the first section of this chapter is concerning the feast of
trumpets, by which is signified revelation from the Lord, the follow
ing- quotation will be found useful : "In reg-ard to revelation being
either from perception or from speech with the angels through whom
the Lord speaks, it is to be noted that those who are' in good and
thence in truth, especially those who are in the g-ood of love to the
Lord, have revelation from perception; whereas those who are not
,in Rood and thence in truth may indeed have revelations, yet not
from perception, but by a living- voice heard in them, thus by angels
from the Lord; this latter revelation is external, whereas the former
is internal. The angels, especially the celestial, have revelation from
perception, so also had the men of the Most Ancient Church, but
hardly anyone at the present day; whereas very many, even those
who have not been in good, have had revelations from speech without
perception, and also by visions and dreams. Such were most of the
revelations of the prophets in the Jewish Church; they heard a voice,
they saw a vision, and they dreamed a dream; but as they had no
perception, they were merely verbal or visual revelations, without any
perception of what they sig-nified; for genuine perception exists
through heaven from the Lord, and affects the intellectual spiritually,
and leads it perceptibly to think as the thing really is, with an internal
assent, the source of which it is ignorant of. It supposes that it is
in it, and that it flows from the connection of things; whereas it is a
dictate through heaven from the Lord, flowing into the interiors
of the thought, concerning such things as are above the Natural and
Sensual, that is, concerning such thing-s as are of the spiritual world,
or of heaven. Hence it may be manifest what it meant by revelation
from perception. But the revelation from perception which the Lord
had, Who is here represented by Joseph, and which is here treated
of in the internal sense, was from the Divine in Himself, and thus
was from H imselF," 5121. \

Now this clear statement shows that the revelation represented bv
the blowing of the trumpets here spoken of is, in the spiritual sense,
revelation from perception, such, generally speaking', as all have
who are grounded in good through regeneration, from the Lord
(J ohn vii. 17).
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And now the particular points to be observed in connection with
this feast are that the sacrifices of it are described which are not
mentioned in Leviticus; and that they are the same exactly as those
rnentioned in the last chapter, except that only one bullock was
offered instead of two. What therefore does this imply in the internal
sense? I t signifies that in states of revelation from the Lord there
may not be, necessarily, conjunction by good with Him in the natural
degree, because the offering of two young bullocks denotes con
junction as to good natural affections, 10,021, S194, and therefore
the offering of only one will denote no con] unction by natural good,
or only preparatory conjunction thereby, since where there is good
there is some conjunction.

The second section, however, carries our thoug-hts back not only
to the teaching, in the spiritual sense, of Lev. xxiii., but also to the
specific account of the ceremonies on the day of atonement, as
described in Lev. xvi.; and the reader will naturally therefore recur
to those, in considering the account of the directions here given for
the sacrifices, which are exactly the same as for the festival of
trumpets. But it is remarkable that there is no account of any such
burnt offering in Leviticus. And yet surely it must form an important
part of the ceremonials of that day; besides which, it is distinctly
said of this complex burnt offering, that it is to be offered beside the
sin offering of atonement, that is, beside the specified offerings in
that chapter, just as, in the case of the other festivals, the offering's
of this and the last chapter are additional to the ceremonials in
Lev. xxiii.. Now the question that arises is, why was this addition,
and jwhat does it represent spiritually? And the answer appears
clearly to be, that these new burnt offering'S, in all the cases, are
in tended to denote the more genuine devotion of the heart to the
Lord in worship as regeneration advances. For example, we are to
keep the feast of the Passover and of Unleavened Bread, or to
worship the Lord on account of our deliverance from evil, all through
our lives, as directed in Lev. xxiii. 8 ; but. when we pass from a
state in which we are only under general instruction in spiritual
things, to a state of successful warfare ag-ainst the" foes of our own
household;" then our true worship of the 'Lord becomes more decided,
more earnest, more p;onounced, an~ more specific, and this is repre
sented by a.:!10re particular and. detailed account of the bt.Ir~t offering
(Num. XXVl11. Iq-2S); and again when. we have accomphshed this
warfare, and are fully entered into the heavenly state, we shall be
in a confirmed state of true worship on account of deliverance from
evil, because we shall be in our specific state of good conjoined with
truth, as described in Deut. xvi. 1-8, which will occupy our attention
farther on. For we may be sure we should not have had, in the
Divine Word, these repeated and varying descriptions of the same
things without a deep significance in the spiritual sense. And, more
over, we may here see also a positive evidence of the continuity and
order of the books of the Pentateuch, showing that they were written
as we now have them, that is, Leviticus after Genesis and Exodus
and before' Numbers, with Deuteronomy following, since what is
contained in Exodus and in Leviticus is here referred to in Numbers
and after\var~s ag~in commented. upon .in' Deute:onomy; while w~
can scarcely imagine that Genesis, which contains the history of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of the immigration of their posterity
into Eg-ypt, should not have been written prior to the account of
thei;. deliverance from Egyptian bondage. But the reason why,
azain, one bullock and not two constituted the part of the burnt
offering denoting natural good, is that in worship for the removal

of evil there is not the full conjunction with the Lord that distin
guishes, for instance, full deliverance therefrom (chap. xxviii. 19);
and also the reason why the rest of the offering was the same is
because the higher degrees of the mind are paten tially in full worship
even when the natural degree is not so much affected. We turn
now, however, to the last section, and its several subdivisions. This
is concerning the feast of the ingathering of the harvest, also called
the feast of Tabernacles, which, as we have seen, represents the
state of the implantation of good, and thus the culmination of the
life of man when he realizes good not only in the internal man, but
also in the external, and when good therefore is fully -uppropriated
(Lev. xxiii. 33-44). .

And here again, in our chapter, we have a very particular account
of the burnt offerings, which are so arranged as to represent the
successive states of regeneration, and of the worship of the Lord
therein, by means of which the final state is reached. And we have
to notice first that the offerings of each day were the same, except
in regard to the number of bullocks. That is, the state of good with
man is potentially the same in every state of regeneration, although
it is not realized all at once in the natural degree on account of the
opposition of evil. And what is meant by good being potentially the
same is, that pure love to the Lord and love to the neighbour, accord
ing to the state of each person, with all the wisdom therein involved,
are the things that have to be realized. \Ve must· all in our final
heavenly state love the Lord and the neighbour in the highest degree
possible to us; and we must attain to this state successively. And it
should not be with any of us a mere ambition, or the thought of
exceeding somebody else in our devotion to the Lord. For each of
us has a certain capacity for usefulness, in heaven, from the unselfish
love of use, and this is our capacity for loving the Lord and the
neighbour. This is the great object of our life, so to speak; in this
respect we are all alike; and when we have arrived at our journey's
end we shall then be capable of developing our life to all eternity.
And thus there will be eternal progress, and yet a fixed state. This
then is the sense in which every person's worship of the Lord finally,
that is, when good is implanted in truth with him, will be the same
as that of every other person regenerated. vVe now therefore proceed
to notice the steps in the process.

And the first state, or the first day's offering, after a course of
instruction, is a feeling of opposition to the Divine life. Have we
not all experienced that? A man is not naturally disposed to love the
Lord, but on the contrary, he is opposed to such love. And, indeed,
if anyone does not know this to begin with he cannot make any
progress. But, then, how is he to be changed? It can only be by
the operation of the Lord by His Holy Spirit upon the truths of the
Word that he has learned; and this will bring him a little farther,
or into another day, in which he begins to be influenced by his
truths, so that now there is a little less opposition on his part in his
natural life. For truths are abundant with the regenerating man,
and there is a little affection for good as well (ver. 17; John iii. 5;
Gen. i. 6-8). And this leads the traveller on another stage, or into
another day of his spiritual life, when as to his natural degree, he
offers less opposition, also beginning actually to do the work of
repentance (ver. 20; Gen. i. 9-13).

But still this repentance is, in a great measure, on selfish grounds,
as we all know from experience; and on account of this there must
be a more decided advance, or another day in which the truths that
have been received must be implanted in good.. or in other words, in
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SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

CHAPTER XXX

1. When anyone in the knowledge of the truth devotes himself
to the Lord internally or externally by compelling himself to obedi
ence, he must not profane the truth by acts of disobedience, verso 1-2.

2. When anyone in the affection of truth in the beginning of re
generation, does the same, his devotion may be confirmed if it is in
agreement with internal good, but not otherwise; and. remission may
follow, because ignorance or error prevents the agreement of external
good with internal, verso 3-5.

3. Also if any one who is externally in truth conjoined with good
does the same, similar results will follow, verso 6-8.

4. But devotion from merely selfish motives, results in the con
firmation of falsity and evil, ver. 9.

5- While yet devotion from selfish motives apparently, when truth
conjoined with good is predominant internally, may also be followed
by genuine confirmation or not, verso 10-12.

6. For it is the state as to internal truth conjoined with good that
decides, ver. 13.

7. And therefore, generally, confirmation in good or otherwise,
depends upon the state internally; and it is the internal man that
must endure temptations, and thus overcome evil, by power from
the Lord, in order that the external may come into harmony with
it, verso 14-15.

8. All the foregoing are laws of Divine Order as to the conjunc
tion of good and truth and as to the relation between the in ternal and
external man, vert 16.

I. And now there is influx
from the Lord by Divine
Truth with the man of the
Spiritual Church giving in
struction,

I. And Moses spake unto
the heads of the tribes of the
children of Israel, saying,
This is the thing which the
LORD hath commanded.

which the spiritual sun, which is Divine love, and the spi~itual moon,
which is faith derived from love, with the stars, which mean a
greater delight in knowledge, now manifest themselves, and con
sequently the Internal of th~ n~tural man ~s affected, and th~ oppos~
tion of the merely natural life IS weaker still (ver. 23; Gen. 1. 14-19).
It will not do, however, for the religion of anyone to be unselfish
internally, and yet to continue to be selfish externally; for no person,
at the same time in reality, can serve both God and Mammon. And
therefore this implantation of truth in g.ood must become externc:l. as
well tas internal so that there may be still a less degree of opposition
from merely natura! love, and a greater degree of activity in the
cultivation of Divine Truths, which constitutes farther progress, or
another day of more advanced spiritual life, which is the fifth (ver, 26;
Gen. i. 20-23). Nor is this sufricient. For the implantation of, truth
in good is one thing, and the implantation of good in truth is
another, since in the former a man does good only because he loves
the truth, while in the latter he does good because it is good, and
this is quite a different matter. But what is to make him do good
for the sake of good? He can only accomplish this by a conflict
against evil. And this is really the correspondential value of the'
number six. For it is written, -, Six days shalt thou labour and do
all thy. work .' That is, this conflict is not confined to one state of
the regenerate life, but belongs to them all, until the victory is
gained. The sixth day, therefore, specifically denotes the final con
rlict ; it is one stage more in the journey of life; and it overcomes the
opposition .of the merely natural man entirely, so that there is the
implantation of good there, but to begin with, only as to the internal
thereof (ver. 29; Gen. i. 24-3 I). '

It follows now, therefore, that there is a farther advance; for there
must be the implantation of good not only in the internal of the
natural man, but also in the external; and this constitutes the state
in which all opposition from the merely natural man ceases, and in
which the new natural man is completely in harmony with the
spiritual or internal man. This, therefore, is the celestial or heavenly
state, and therein the inmost life of man is fully realized in his
words and actions. But still there is one more day in the series,
in order to denote the new state of heavenly life which is to endure
for ever, and which involves all previous states and makes them one
by virtue of the ruling love; and we may be sure that that is the
reason why the burnt offering of that day consisted of only one
bullock and one ram, and not more, as in the previous days; and
because in this state there is now a perfect arrangement of good
conjoined with truths, even in ultimates, therefore the expression
"solemn assembly" is used, concerning which Lev. xxiii. 36 may
be consulted with advantage; for there its specific application clearly
appears.

2. When a man voweth
a vow unto the LORD, or
sweareth an oath to bind his
soul with a bond, he shall
not break his word; he shall
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2. That when anyone
devotes himself to the Lord
by willing that He may pro
vide, or by confirming the
truth in himself, which he has
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do according to all that pro
ceedeth out of his mouth.

3. Also when a woman
voweth a vow unto the
L,ORD, and bindeth herself
by a bond, being in her
father's house, in her youth;

4. And her father heareth
her vow, and her bond
wherewith she hath bound
her soul, and her father
holdeth his peace at her:
then all her vows shall
stand, and every bond
wherewith she hath bound
her soul shall stand.

5. But if her father dis
allow her in the day that he
heareth; none of her vows,
or of her bonds wherewith
she hath bound her soul,
shall stand: and the LORD
shall forgive her, because
her father disallowed her.

6. And if she be married
to • a husband, while her
vows are upon her, or the
rash utterance of her lips,
wherewith she hath bound
her soul;

received into his understand
ing, thus compelling himself
to obey from conscience, he
must take heed not to pro
fane the truth either inwardly
or outwardly by any act of
disobedience.

3. Also, when those who
are in the affection of truth,
from that affection devote
themselves to the Lord by
willing that He may provide,
or by confirming the truth in
their understandings, inter
nally from conscience, as well
as externally from the affec
tion of knowing, this being'
the form which truth from
good takes in the beginning
of regeneration;

4. Then, if this determina
tion of the will and under
standing be in harmony with
essential good from the Lord,
this devotion and consecra-
tion, at first from compar
atively external motives, shall
be confirmed inwardly.

5. But if, on the other
hand, such comparatively ex
ternal devotion is not in har
mony with essential good
from the Lord, and this is
revealed, such devotion is not'
to be confirmed inwardly, and
remission will follow, because
the vows arose from ignor
ance or mistake.

6. And again if, with one
in such a state, devotion be
not only from the affection of
truth, but also from the con
junction of truth with good,
or of faith with charity, and
yet t~e external man is led

7· And her husband hear
it, and hold his peace at her
in the day that he heareth
it : then her vows shall
stand, and her bonds where
with she hath bound her
soul shall stand.

8. But if her husband dis
allow her in the day that he
heareth it; then he shall
make void her vow which is
upon her, and the rash utter
ance of her lips, wherewith
she hath bound her soul:
and the LORD shall forgive
her.

9· But the vow of a
widow, or of her that is
divorced, even every thing
wherewith she hath bound
her soul, shall stand against
her.

10. And if she vowed in
her husband's house or
bound her soul by a -bond
with an oath,

I I. And her husband
heard it, and held his peace
at her, and disallowed her
not; then all her .vows shall
stand, and every bond
wherewith ,she bound her
soul shall stand.

12. But if her husband
made them null and void in
the day that he heard thern:
then whatsoever proceeded
out of her lips concerning
her vows, or concerning the

I I

astray by, possibly mistaking
falsity for truth, '

7. Then, if such devotion
be in harmony with the truth
conjoined to good, it shall be
confirmed inwardly both as to
the will and as to the under
standing.

8. But if this be not the
case, then such comparatively
external devotion shall not
be confirmed inwardly, either
as to the will or understand
ing, and there must be remis
sion.

g. But devotion from merely
selfish motives, either because
truth has been rejected, or
good has been adulterated
shall surely .be followed by
the confirmation of evil.

10. While yet, if such
devotion proceed inwardly
from truth conjoined to good
as to the will and as to the
understanding,

I I. And outwardly is in
harmony with good and also
with truth, then it shall be
confirmed in the Judgment
both as to the will and the
understanding.

12. Whereas if the con
trary be the case, and such
d~votion is n?t in harmony
WIth truth conjoined to good
then it shall not be confirmed
in the Judgment either as to
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. Moses speaking un to the heads of the tribes of the children of
Israel saying, "This is the thing which the Lord "hath commanded,"
denotes that now there is influx from the Lord by Divine Truth with

bond of her soul, shall not
stand: her husband hath
made them void; and the
LORD shall forgive her.

13. Every vow, and every
binding oath to afflict the
soul, her husband may
establish it, or her husband
may make it void.

14. But if her husband
altogether hold his peace at
her from day to day; then
he establisheth all her vows,
or all her bonds, which are
upon her: he hath estab
lished them, because he held
his peace at her in the day
that he heard them.

15. But if he shall make
them null and void after that
he hath heard them; then he
shall bear her iniquity.

16. These are the statutes,
which the LORD commanded
Moses, between a man' and
his wife, between a father
and his daughter, being in
her youth, in her father's
house.

the will or the understanding'
because it is not from internal
good, and remission must cer-
tainly follow. .

13. For every act of devo
tion both as to the will and
the understanding is to be
confirmed or not to be con
firmed according to the state
as to internal truth and good
conjoined.

14. But if, in cases of devo
tion, the genuine ruling
truth conjoined with good is
altogether and continually in
harmony therewith, as re
generation proceeds, then
assuredly the external, in the
Judgment, will be found to
be .confirmed in agreement
with the internal, because this
confirmation is the result of
the harmony of truth with
good internally which had
been perceived.

IS. And if such devotion
appears consciously to be con
trary to internal good, then
repentance and redemption
must follow.

16. And these are the laws
of Divine Order as to the
conjunction of good and
truth, and as to the relation
between the internal and
external man in the begin
ning .of regeneration.

the man of the Spiritual Church giving instruction, 7010, 2619, 3728,
3858, 3654, 5486.

2. By a man vowing a vow unto the Lord, is denoted when he
devotes himself to the Lord by willing that He may provide, 3732 ;

by swearing an oath is d_enoted to confirm truth in himself, 2842; by
binding his soul with a bond, is denoted compelling himself to obey
the truth, received into his understanding, from conscience, 9096;
and by his not breaking his word but doing according to all that
proceedeth out of his mouth, is evidently denoted to take heed not
to profane the truth either inwardly or outwardly by any act of dis
obedience, 8882, 5075, 4258, 6985, 6987-

3. By a woman vowing a vow unto the Lord, is denoted when
those who are in the affection of truth, from that affection devote
themselves to the Lord by willing that He may provide, 5946, 3732;
by binding herself by a bond, is denoted confirming the truth in their
understanding internally from conscience, as well as externally from
the affection of knowing, 9096; and by being in her father's house
in her youth, is denoted that this is the form which truth from good
takes in the beginning of regeneration, 3128, 3183.

4. By her father hearing her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath
bound her soul, is denoted that this determination of the will and
understanding is perceived by essential good from the Lord, 2803,
8361, 3732, 9096; by her father holding his peace at her, is denoted
the consecration of this devotion from its harmony with internal
good, 2803, 8176; and by all her vows standing, and every bond
wherewith she hath bound her soul standing, is denoted the con
firmation of what proceeds from _external motives, by internal
motives, 3732, 9096, 4103, 7548, 8176.

5. By her father disallowing her in the. day that he heareth, is
.denoted that such comparatively external devotion is not in harmony
with essential good from the Lord, 2803, 836i; by none of her vows
or of her bonds, wherewith she hath bound her soul, standing, is
denoted that such devotion is not to be confirmed inwardly, ver. 4;
by the Lord forgiving her, is denoted that remission will follow,
2001, 868, 8393; and by this being done because her father disallowed
her, is denoted that the vows arose from ignorance, or error, since
.they were contrary to essential good, and yet their motive was
externally good, 2803, 8361.

6. By the woman being married to a husband, is denoted one in
such a state that devotion is not only from the affection of truth, but
also from the conjunction of truth with good, 5946, 2618; and by her
vows being 'upon her, or the rash utterance of her lips wherewith she
hath hound her soul, is denoted that yet the external man is led
astray by possibly mistaking falsity for truth, 3732, 9096, 7225,
90498

, 293°·

7. By her husband hearing it, is denoted that such devotion is
certainly perceived by the truth -conjoined to good, 1468, 8361; by his
holding his peace in the day that he heareth it, is denoted that it is
in harmony with that truth, 8176, 8361; and by her vows standing,
and her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul standing, is denoted
confirmation inwardly both as to the will and as to rho understanding,
373 2 , 9°96, 41 0 3, 7548.
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8. By her husband disallowing her in the day that he heareth it,
is denoted that this is not the case, verso 5, 7; and by his making
void the vow which is upon her, and the rash utterance of her lips
by which she hath bound her soul, is denoted that such comparatively
external devotion shall not be confirmed inwardly, either as to the
will or understanding, 2059, 3732, ver. 6; while by the Lord for
giving her is denoted remission by Him, 868, 8393.

9. By the vow of a widow, or of one that is divorced, even every
thing wherewith she hath bound her soul standing against her, is
denoted that devotion from merely selfish motives, either because
truth has been rejected, or good has been adulterated, shall surely
be followed by the confirmation of evil, 3732, 9096, 4844 1 6

, 4103,
7548.

10. I f she vowed in her husband's house or bound her soul by a
bond with an oath, denotes if such devotion proceed inwardly from
truth conjoined to good, as to the will and understanding, 3732, 1468,
9096, 2842.

11. By her husband hearing it, is denoted the perception of truth
conjoined with good, 1468, 8361; by his holding his peace at her, is
denoted that it is in harmony with that good and also with truth,
8176, 2233, 1468; by not disallowing her, is also denoted harmony
specifically as to the understanding, 1468; and by all her vows stand
ing, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul standing, is
denoted, therefore, confirmation in the Judgment, both as to the
will and understanding, 3732, 9096, 41°3, 7548.

12. By her husband making them null and void in the day that
he heard them, is denoted if the contrary be the case, and such devo
tion is not in harmony with truth conjoined to good, 2059, 8361;
by whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows or
concerning the bond of her soul not standing, is denoted non-con
firmation in the Judgment, either as to the will or understanding,
because it is not from internal good, 7225, 90498, 3732, 9096, 2930,
4103, 7548; and by the Lord forgiving her, is denoted that remission
must certainly follow, 2001, 868, 8393

13. By every vow and every binding' oath to afflict the soul being
established, or made void by her husband, is denoted that every act
of devotion, both as to the will and the understanding, is to be con
firmed or not to be confirmed, according to the state as to internal
truth and good conjoined, 3732, 9096, 2842, 1937, 2930, 1468, 4103,
7548, 2°59·

14. By her husband altogether holding his peace at her from day
to day, is 'denoted that the genuine ruling truth conjoined with good
is altogether and continually in harmony with acts of devotion as
regeneration, proceeds, 1468, 8176, 487; by his, establishing all her
vows or all her bonds which are upon her, is denoted that then,
assuredly, in the Judgment, the external will be found to be con
firmed in agreement with the internal, 4103, 7548, 3732, 9096, 5946;
and by his establishing them because he held his peace at her in the
day that he heard them, is denoted that this confirmation is the result
of the harmony of truth with good internally, which had been per-
ceived, 41°3, 7548, 8176, 8361.

IS. By the husband making the VO\VS null and void after he hath
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heard them, then bearing the iniquity of his wife, is denoted that if
such devotion be contrary to internal good, then repentance and
redemption must follow, 1468, 2059, 8361, 9937.

, 16. By these being the statutes which the Lord commanded Moses,
is denoted that these are the laws of Divine Order, 7995, 8357, 2001,
5486, 7010; by between 'a man and his wife, is denoted as to the
conjunction of truth and good, 1468; and by between a father and
his daughter being in her youth in her father's house, is denoted as
to the relation between the internal and external man in the begin
ning of regeneration, verso 3-4.

This chapter is a very interesting one, although it is so short.
Almost everyone knows what it is to vow a vow or to devote him
self to a certain purpose; and it is well known, also, that vows may
be made before the Lord, and also entirely on selfish grounds; or,
again, they may be made before the Lord with a selfish object in
view, or before Him without any selfish object in view. But at
any rate, a vow is a sacred determination, or a fixed determination
to carry out a certain purpose; and we cannot do 'better in order to
illustrate our subject than to quote the following passage: "Jacob
vowed avow, signifies a state of providence. This appears from the
signification of vowing a vow, as denoting in the internal sense,
being willing' that the Lord shall provide; consequently, in the
supreme sense, in which the Lord is treated of, it. denotes a state
of providence. The reason is this, that in vows there is a desire
and affection that what is willed may come to pass; thus, that the
Lord may provide. Something of stipulation is implied, and at the
same time something of a debt on the part of man, which he engages
to discharge in case he comes to possess the object of his wish; as,
in the present instance, Jacob vows that Jehovah should be to him
for a God, and that the stone which he set for a pillar should be the
house of God, and that he would tithe all that was given him, if
Jehovah would keep him in the way, and give him bread to eat,
and a garment to put on, and if he should return in peace to the
house of his father. Hence it is evident that vows at that time
were their several obligations, especially to acknowledge God to be
their God, in case He should provide for them what they desired,
and also to repay Him by some gift, if He so provided. From these
considerations it is very evident of what quality the fathers of the
Jewish nation were, as, in this instance, Jacob, that as yet he did not
acknowledge Jehovah, and that as yet he was undetermined in his
choice, whether he should acknowledge Him or another for his God.
'This was a peculiar characteristic of that nation, even from the time
of their fathers, that everyone wanted to have his own God, and if
any worshipped Jehovah, it only meant that he worshipped some
god who was called Jehovah, and distinguished by that name, from
the gods of all other nations: thus that their worship; even in this
respect, was idolatrous, for the worship of a mere name, even the
name of Jehovah, is nothing but idolatrous worship (see n. 1094);
as is the case with those who call themselves Christians, and say
they worship Christ, and yet do not live according to His precepts;
these worship Him idolatrously, because they worship His name
alone, for it is a false Christ whom they worship, concerning which
false Christ see Matt. xxiv, 23-24," 3723.

Hence, now, we see that vows may be entered upon from different
motives, and that when 'they are religious vows, they may vary In
quality, as the whole of our chapter shows, and especially as its
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spiritual sense shows. Let us, then, think about it as it is stated in
series, according to the correspondences. '

!he. first section states a general1aw. And it teaches that a deter
mmation ~o serve the Lord, from some knowledge of Him, is to be
full~ can:led out, because otherwise the knowledge, or the truth
received IS profaned; and we lcnow, from our former studies that
the profanation of the truth is very dangerous, and of a varied
charact~r. ~ut, all the same, there is a point in the life of every
person In which he must freely choose to devote himself to the Lord,
or not. For a vow, although it is a bindinsr, carries with it the idea
of free det~rmination. None of us, howev~r, in the beg-inning, love
to. be obedient, and we all feel the necessity of compelling ourselves
to ~e so, and thus we see what a vow, spiritually, is. And then,
ag-aln,. we observe that this vow affects both the will and the intellect.
We will that the Lord may provide, that is, we decide to give up
our own will; and also we determine to obey the truth we have
learned, which is, spirituallv to bind ourselves by an oath, or in
?ther words to combei ourselves to obey the truth, whether we like
itor not. And, lastly, it is evident from the conclusion of this intro..
ductory section that our obedience ought to be genuine and true
internally and externally. This vow unto the LORD, therefore, every
one ought to make.

But coming to the next section, we learn that a VO\V may be made
to se:v~ the Lord not only under· the influence of some knowledg-e
of HIm, from truths, or from the Word, but also from' an affection
for the truth; and this, as we have seen from the references, is
denoted. by a woman vowing a vow unto the Lord, 5946, 9096; and
that this also may take place at the beginning of regeneration, is
clear from its being said that the woman is in her .father's house in
~er yo~th. And we cannot refrain, here,' from considering that if it
~s poss!ble for any man or any woman (for either of these is meant
In the In ternal sense, by the man of the first section, and the woman
of the following sections), to make up his mind to devote himself,
or herself, to the Lord sincerely, on lv having- a little knowledge.
much more is it possible, when there 'is affection for the truth, and
not only s0t;1e worldly or selfish love of it. For g-reat is the power
of the genume love of truth for its own sake, or because it is truth.
Still, however, we see from this section that the affection of truth
may err. And this possibility is shown by its being said that the
f::ther of the woman, in this case, either holds his peace at her, or
disollouis her. For the father denotes essential good from the Lord;
and any person may be essentially in good internally, and yet may
externally be in errors; and it is important that we should remember
this. But there is one more point; and it is involved in the expres
sion, "The Lord shall forg-ive her because her father disallowed her."
That is, there is the remission of evil, because the state of essential
g-ood in which the regenerating person is internally combined with'
the genuine love of the truth externally, causes the removal of evil,
and consequently the ignorance or error is not imputed ; or in other
words, a resolution to serve the Lord under the impression that a
certain doctrine is true, when" yet it is false, because it is contrary
to essential gnod, and is thus disallowed by it, cannot be carried out,
since regeneration is the conjunction of good with truth, and cannot
be the conjunction of good with falsity or error.

But the third section describes a more internal state, because a
woman married to a husband denotes truth conjoined with frood;
and thus these three cases are illustrations of the natural, spiritual,
and celestial degrees, and orders of persons who may devote them..
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selves to the service of the Lord. And yet still the possibili ty of
error is again involved, especially in the words, "the rash utterance
of her lips wherewith she hath bound her soul." That is, this rash
utterance may be in harmony with the good denoted by the husband.
or it may not; and if it is in harmony, her husband is said to hold
his peace at her, whereas, on the contrary, if it is not in harmony,
he is said to make void the vow and the rash utterance. And also
the remission, or removal, of the evil and error follows, because
good, where it is conjoined with truth from the Lord, effects this.

And now the next section, which is only one verse, requires a
little attention. For a widow or a divorced woman is evidently to be
taken as representing a state of separation from good on account of
falsity or evil prevailing, since it is said their vow' stands against
them, and no remission is spoken of; for a widow may signify also
anyone who is in truth and earnestly desires good, 48443, and such
can have their evils and errors remitted on account of that desire,
since it implies the presence of good internally; and a woman divorced
on account of adultery, may represent one who is in evil, and is yet
capable of amendment, and thus of being forg-iven, or having his evil
r~moved (A.E. 222 7; John viii. II). We ought, therefore, to be par
ticular, when we study the Word in its internal sense, in noting in
what way its correspondential expressions are applied.

But the fifth section, on a cursory examination, appears to be but
a repetition of the third; for they both represent a state of truth
conjoined with good, in which there "may be devotion to the Lord,
either genuine or otherwise, . and in which remission may follow
in the, case of error. But the former case is said to denote the
external conjunction of truth with good, and the latter such internal
conjunction, since that refers specifically to those who belong to the
middle heaven, whereas this refers to those who belong to the third
heaven, and even they, during regeneration, are not free from the
liability to error. For indeed there is no human being in any heaven
who has not erred, 868; and the celestial state, or the state of the
conjunction of truth with good is predicable of any heaven.

And hence, in proceeding, the sixth section may be seen to be of
very great importance in its internal sense. For the law is universal
that it is the internal life of everyone which must bring the external
into harmony and agreement with itself. How utterly vain, there
fore, in the light of this great truth, is the attempt of those who
imagine that a merely outward morality, which puts on the appear
ance of goodness, when selfishness lurks within, can stand the test
of the final Judgment, which none can avoid.

But, in conclusion, the last section, which, sums up the spiritual
teaching of the whole of this chapter, is worthy of a most careful
study, and especially so with regard to the statement that the husband
shall bear the iniquity of his wife, when it happens that he must
make her vows null and void. That is, there must either be the
removal of evil through temptations and victories involving the work
of repentance all through life, or the confirmatioh of evil, and con ..
sequent vastation as to good and truth; for bearing iniquity spirit
ually involves both these things, according to the quality of the life
of him who either suffers himself to be regenerated, or prefers to
remain in the unregenerated state. But it is the internal man, or
the Lord operating in the internal man, Who fights and overcomes;
when yet the man himself must act as from himself in accomplishing
this; for only thus can man have conjunction with the Lord i and
only thus can the internal man bring the external into harmony
with itself.



CHA.PTER XXXI·

CHAPTER XXXI

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. Concerning the removal of falsifications of truth with the man
of the Spiritual Church by victory in temptation, verso 1-12. .

2 •• That purification must follow, because the outward rejection of
f~ls1f1ed tru~hs. ~ust be ?~cceeded by the separation of impure affec
tions, and incipient falsities, as well as of whatever impurities yet
adhere externally to the acquired goods and truths of the church,
verso 13-24. .

3. Concerning the new quality by victory, and the clear distinction
to be made between the Celestial and Spiritual, or between good and
truth, verso 25-31.

4. That goods and truths of every kind and degree, in this new
state, are fully ascribed to the Lord, verso 32-54.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

4. Of every tribe a thou
sand, throughout all the
tribes of Israel, shall ye send
to the war.

5. So there were delivered,
out of the thousands of
Israel, a thousand of every
tribe, twelve thousand armed
for war.

6. And Moses sent them,
a thousand of every tribe, to
the war, them and Phinehas
the son of Ele~zar the priest,
to the war, with the vessels
of the sanctuary and the
trumpets for the alarm in his
hand.

4. And that this conflict
must be by means of the
truths of faith complete and
in orderly arrangement.

5. And this actually hap
pens; for the Lord secretly
arranges such truths in all
their fulness, in order that
the man of the church may
be able to oppose. falsities.

6. For there is a distinct
classification of such truths
throu~h. the leading principle
of Divine Truth, by which
truths, as it were, separate
from good, are conjoined
with good, and with truths
de~ived f.rom ~ood in temp
tations, Including the scien
tifics of inmost good, and of
inmost truth by which revela
tion' is made, according' to
the state, with full power.

I. Arid the LORD spake
unto Moses, saving,

2 • Avenge the children of
Israel of the Midianites :
afterward shalt thou be
gathered unto thy people.

3. And Moses spake unto
the people, saying, Arm ye
men from among you for the
war, that they may go
against Midian, to execute
the LORD'S verJgeance on
IVlidian.

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception,

2. That falsifications of
truth are to be entirely re
moved with the man of the
Spiritual Church, in order
that the conjunction and
agreement of the internal man
with the external or of good
with truths may be fully
effected.

3. And consequently the
internal operates upon the ex
ternal giving enlightenment
and perception, that a state
of conflict must be endured
with truths against falsities,
so that the latter may be
overcome because Divine
Good is eternally opposed to
such falsifications;

7. And they warred
against Midian, as the LORD
commanded Moses; and
they slew every male.

.8. And they slew the
kings of Midian with the
rest of their slain; Evi, and
Rekem, and Zur, and Hur,
and Reba, the five kings of
Midian: Balaam also, the
son of Bear, they slew with
the sword.

7. And temptation takes
~lace . unde; Divine protec
tion, In which falsified truths
are resisted, and falsities them ..
selves are destroyed.

. 8. Also the leading. prin
ciples of such falsifications of
truth are overcome as well
as falsified truths themselves
nam~ly the lust of falsifying;
c~nnlng . by which falsity is
mixed with truths; that which
confirms and fixes such falsi
fications; the natural affection
which delights in them· and
that which gives the a~pear
ance of consistency to them
this involving the whole of
such falsifications ; and in
addition falsity from the evil
which misinterprets the Word
is also overcome.
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18. But all the women IS. But that, at the same
children, that have' not time, every affection of truth
known man by lying with, that has not been contami
him, keep alive "for your- nated by falsity is to be
selves. preserved.

9. And the children of
Israel took captive the
women of Midian and their
little ones; and all their
cattle, and all their flocks,
and all their goods, they
took for a prey.

10. And all their cities in
the places wherein they
dwelt, and all their encamp
merits, they burnt with fire.

I. And they took all the
spoil, and all the prey, both
of man and of beast.

12. And they brought the
captives, and the prey, and
the spoil, unto Moses, and
unto Eleazar the priest,
and unto the congregation
of •. the children of Israel,
unto the camp at the plains
of Moab, which are by the
Jordan at Jericho.

13. And Moses, and Ele
·azar the priest, and all the

9. 'Moreover the spiritual
man, in this temptation and
victory, appropriates every
affection of truth, all incipi
ent truths and goods, all
natural affections, all spirit
ual affections, and all the
knowledges of good and
truth, which had been per
verted by falsifications, for
truly spiritual uses.

10. Every doctrine also,
which had served for falsifica
tion, .and every false arrange
ment of truths, through this
temptation and victory, comes
into the possession of the
true church, those who are
in evil being deprived of such
truths through their own
selfish love, and those who
are in good being sanctified
by them through conjunction
with genuine heavenly love.

1 I. And thus the church is
enriched with ,goods and
truths in abundance, both as
to the .internal and external
man.

12. And all these spiritual
.acquisitions of every quality
are now sincerely acknow
ledged to be from the Divine
Truth and Divine Good, and
also I as belonging to the
Spiritual Church in its total
ity, through orderly arrange
ment internally, and even to
exist where some impure good
remains, where the Word in
its literal sense is acknow
ledged, and where are the
knowledges of truth in the
external man.

13. And there is con-
sequently an influx of Divine

princes of the congregation,
went forth to meet them
without the camp.

14. And Moses "vas wroth
with the officers of the host,
the captains of thousands,
and the captains of hun
dreds, which came from the
service of the war.

15. And'Moses said 'unto
them, Have ye saved all the
women alive?

16. Behold, these caused
the children of Israel,
through the counsel of
Balaam, to commit trespass
against the LORD in' the
matter of Pear, and so the
plague was among the con
gregation of the LORD.

17. Now therefore kill
every male among the little
ones, and kill every woman
that hath known man by
lying with him.

19. And encamp ye with
out theeamp seven .days:
whosoever hath killed any
person, and whosoever hath
touched any slain, purify
yourselves .on the third day

Truth and Divine Good and
of all primary truths in an
accommodated form even in
this impure state.

14· For there is aversion
on the part of the man ·of the
c~u~ch, in his impurity, to
DIVIne Truth, as to the
superior governing powers, as
to intermediate powers, and
as to ultimate powers which
have endured temptation,

IS· Because it is made
clear from the light of Divine
Truth that, as yet, the affec
tions of falsity remain;

16. And that through these
affections the man of the
church is drawn away by
perversions of the Word, and
false teaching to the com
mission of sin by falsifying
the truth in a state of selfish
love most external, so that
thus remains begin to suffer
destruction; .

17. And that consequently
it is necessary that every
incipient falsity should be
separated, as well as every
affection of falsifying the
truth;

19· Besides which it is also
necessary that' impure states
shall be distinguished care
fully from the goods and
truths of the church until
regeneration is accomplished;
for in order that evil and
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24. And ye shall wash 24. And thus regeneration,
your clothes on the seventh and consequently purification,
day, and ye shall be clean, must be completed so that
and afterward ye shall come the heavenly life may be fully
into the camp. received.

and on the seventh day, ye
and your captives.

20.. And as to everv gar
ment, and all that is made of
skin, and all work of goats'
hair, and all things made of
wood, ye shall purify your
selves.

21. Arid Eleazar the priest
said unto the men of war
which went to the battle,
'[his is the statute of the
law which the LORD hath
commanded Moses:

22. Howbeit the gold, and
the silver, the brass, the
iron, the tin, and the lead,

23. Every thing that may
abide the fire, 'ye shall make
to go through the fire, and
it shall be clean; neverthe
less it shall be purified with
the water of separation: and
all that abideth not the fire
ye shall make to go through
the water.

falsity may be removed, puri
fication therefrom must be
continual in the course of
regeneration, and must be
completed at its close both as
to hereditary and acquired
states.

20. Also purification must
take place as to every. interior
truth and good of the natural
man, and as to every exterior
truth and good thereof,

2 I. And this testimony of
Divine Truth is confirmed by
Divine Good with those who
have been victorious in temp
tation ; and assurance is
given, that every outward
form of the truth is the ex
pression of its inward spirit,
because Divine Good flows
into Divine Truth, and Div-ine
Truth is the form of Divine
Good.

22. Nevertheless every out
ward form of good and truth
of the highest degree; of
good and truth of the middle
degree; and of truth and
good of the lowest degree,

23. Which is capable of
being affected by pure love
from the Lord, is essentially
pure, and must therefore be
made actually pure by the
removal of evil and falsity
which contaminates it, through
the truth of the Word and
through temptations; while
the outward form which is
not capable of . being so
affected (as is celestial good),
must be purified throug-h the
removal of falsity by Divine
Truth.

25. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

26. Take the sum of the
prey that was taken, both of
man and of beast, thou, and
Eleazar the priest, and the
heads of the fathers' houses
of the congregation:

. 27. And divide the prey
Into two parts; between the
men skilled in war, that
went out to battle, and all
the congregation:

28. And levy a tribute
unto the LORD of the men
of war that went out to
battle: one soul of five hun
dred, both of the persons,
and of the beeves, and of the
asses, and of the flocks:

29. 'fake it of their half,
and give it unto Eleazar the
priest, for the I..ORD'S heave
offering.

30. And of the children of
Israel's half, thou shalt take

25. And further, there is
revelation from Divine Good
by Divine Truth giving the
perception,

26. That the quality of
good and truth acquired
through victory in temptation
is truly estimated by the Lord
through Divine Truth and
Divine Good, and the primary
truths thence derived, even
as to internals and as to
externals.

27. And that, as the result
of regeneration, good and
truth, or the celestial and
spiritual principles, are in
equality, good established
against evil by truths being
the internal, and truth now
conjoined with good being
the external.

28. For all who have
engaged in the conflict by
truths interiorly, are to ascribe
unto the Lord all the good
and truth they have received
fully and, completely as to
celestial things internal and
external, and as to spiritual
things external and internal,

29. Since all good is from
the Lord, and must be
ascribed to Him as being the
inmost principle of worship
from Him and giving all the
activity of life there;

30. A nd all truth is from
the Lord with the man of the
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one drawn out of every fifty,
of the persons, of the beeves,
of • the asses, and of .the
flocks, even of all the cattle,
and give them unto the
Levites, which keep the
charge of the tabernacle of
the I-ioRD.

3 I. And Moses and Ele
azar the priest did as the
140RD commanded Moses.

32. Now the prey, over
and above the booty which
the men of war took, was
six hundred thousand and
seventy thousand and five
thousand sheep,

33. Arid threescore and
twelve thousand beeves,

34. Arid threescore and
one thousand asses,

35. And thirty and t\VQ
thousand persons in all, of
the women that had not
k~own man by lying with
him.

36. And the half, which
was the portion of them that
went out to war, was in
number three hundred thou-

Spiritual Church as distin
guished from the Celestial,
and must also be fully
ascribed to Him as to the
affections of truth internal
and external, and as to truths
themselves external and inter
nal, yea as to every good of
truth in worship from the
holy principle of charity,
which is the celestial principle
of the Spiritual Church, and
ministers to the genuine celes
tial principle, and thus to the
Lord.

3 I. And this effect actually
takes place, when man is
regenerated according to
Divine Order by influx and
correspondence.

32. But the goods and
truths thus acquired by man
during regeneration, exclusive
of the remains of evil and
falsity which adhere to every
one, are as follows: charity
in all fulness and holiness
acquired by victory in temp
tation;

33. Natural good holy and
pure by conjunction with the
interiors;

34. Natural truth also simi
larly acquired in fulness;

35. With .fulness of con
junction with the interiors as
to every natural affection of
truth uncorrupted by falsity.

36. And the quality of the
goods and truths appertaining
to those who successfully
engage in temptations is, of
spiritual affections fulness and'

sand and thirty thousand
and seven thousand and five
hundred sheep:

37-• .t\.nd the LORD'S tri
bute of the sheep was six
hundred and threescore and
fifteen.

38. And the beeves were
thirty and six thousand; of
which the LORD'S tribute
was threescore and twelve.

39. And the asses were
thirty thousand and five
hundred; of which the
LORD'S tribute was three
score arid one.

40. And the persons were
sixteen thousand; of whom
the LORD'S tribute was
thirty and two persons.

4 1 • And Moses gave the
tribute,' which was the
LORD'S heave offering, unto
Eleazar the priest, as the
LORD commanded Moses.

.42 • And of the children of
Israel's half, which Moses
divided off from the men
that warred,

.43. (Now the - congrega
tion's half was three hun
dred thousand and thirty
thousand, seven thousand
and five hundred sheep,

44. A..nd thirty and six
thousand beeves,
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holiness both as to good and
as to truth internally and
externally ;

37. And these are acknow
ledged to be from the Lord in
the course of - regeneration,
wherein a new state of spirit
ual life is acquired.

38. Of natural affections,
there are fulness and perfec
tion from victory in ternpta
tions, which are all acknow
ledged to be from the Lord
holy and perfect;

39. Of natural truths also
fulness and holiness, and these
entirely ascribed to the Lord
in the. new state;

40. And of pure affections
for truth, conjunction with
higher affections also ascribed
to the Lord.

41. And in short, all these
are fully ascribed to the Lord
through Divine Truth, because
it is felt that all life and
activity are from Him through
good conjoined with truth in
the man of the church.

42. But of spiritual prin
ciples as distinct from celes
tial according to Divine Truth,

43. The quality of the spirit
ual affections is fulness and
holiness as to good and as to
truth;

44. Of natural affections
fulness and perfection from
victory in temptation;
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45. And thirty thousand
and five hundred asses,

46. And sixteen thousand
persons ;)

47. Even of the children
of Israel's half, Moses took
one drawn out of every fifty
both of man and of be~st'
and gave them unto th~
Levites, which kept the
charge of the tabernacle of
the LORD; as the LORD com
rnanded Moses,

48. And the officers which
were over the thousands of
thehoS,t, the captains of
t~ousands, and the captains
of hundreds, came near unto
Moses :

49· And they said unto
Moses, Thy servants have
taken the sum of the men
of war which are under our
charge, and there lacketh
not one 111an of us.

45. Of natural truths also
fulness and holiness;

46. And of pure affections
for truth, conjunction with
the higher affections.

47. And all these different
affections are fully ascribed
to the Lord according to
Divine Order, both as to
things internal and things
e:cternal, through the prin
ciple of charity which is the
celestial principle of the Spirit
ual Church, and ministers to
the genuine' celestial principle
and thus to the Lord.

48. And thus all the lead
ing principles of the church,
according to their degrees,
are harmonized .with Divine
Truth;

49. And there is perception
from this harmony, that the
quality of the church is full
and perfect in every respect,
nothing being wanting.

5 I. And Moses and Ele
azar the priest took the gold
of them, even all wrought
jewels.

52. Arid all the gold of
the heave offering that they
offered up to the LORD, of
the captains of thousands,
and of the captains of hun
dreds, was sixteen thousand
seven hundred and fifty
shekels.

53. (For the men of war
had taken booty, every man
for himself.)

54. And Moses and Ele
azar the priest took the gold
of the captains of thousands
and of hundreds, and
brought it into the tent of
meeting, for a memorial for
the children of Israel before
the LORD.

51. And thus all good is
acknowledged to be from the
Lord by Divine Truth and
Divi?e Good as well as every
preCIOUS truth conjoined with
good.

52. And the quality of the
good f~om the Lord involving
perception, and acknowledged
to be from Him, by the vari
ous powers in due subordina
tion, is. fulness and complete
ness of conjunction in every
respect.

53. Exclusive of the evil
that still adheres to man, and
re~ains with him, although
quiescent, even when he is
regenerated.

54. And what is true of ~111

celestial things ascribed to
the Lord, is true also of all
spiritual things in their order.
All are ascribed to the I ..ord
through .Divine Truth and
Divine Good, and remain with
man to eternity from Him.

50. And we have brought
the LORD'S oblation, what
~very man hath gotten, of
Jewels of gold, ankle chains
and. bracelets, signet-rings:
earrirrzs, and armlets, to
make atonement for our
souls before the LORD.

50. And through leading
principles, there is full ac
knowledgment of the Lord in
holy worship as to' every
individual, or as to every
particular affection, namely,
precious truths conjoined with
'good, coherence in the lowest
natural degree, conjunction
with the spiritual, holy fear
of God in successive order
according to degrees, and
thus the full conjunction of
the external with the inter
nal man, and 'thus with the
Lord.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. Th~s is evident because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Beinv
~s to HIS love, 2?~1; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Mose~
IS represented ~Ivlne Truth, or the Word, 7010' and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822. '

2 ', Ave.nging the children of Israel of the Midianites, denotes that
~al~l?Cattons of truth are to be entirely removed with the man of the

piritual Church, 8223, 3654, 3242; and Moses being gathered to his
people afterwc:rds, denotes in order that the conjunction of the in
ternal man WIth the external, and the agreement of the latter with
the former may be fully effected, 7010, 3255, 9459, 1259.

f3. hM~ses speaking unto the people, saying, denotes the operation
o t. e nternal upon the External, giving enlightenment and per
ception, 7010, 2951, 1259, 1822; "Arm ye men from among you for
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the war," denotes that a state of conflict must be endured with
truths against falsities, 2686, 1007, 1664 j .. that they nlay g? against
Midian ," denotes so that the latter nlay be overcome, 1b64, 3242;
and ~~ to execute the Lord's vengeance on Midian," denotes because
Divine Good is eternally opposed to such falsifications, 2001, 8223.

4. "Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel
shall ye send to the war," denotes that this conflict must be by
111eanS of the truths of faith complete and in orderly arrangement, ..
3858, 3242, 3654.

5. There being delivered out .of the thousands of Isra~l of every
tribe twelve thousand armed for war, denotes that this actually
happens; for the Lord secretly arranges such truths in all their fu!x:ess
in order that the man of the church may be able to oppose falsities,
2575, 3858, 2686, 1664.

6. Moses sending them a thousand of every tribe to the war, de
notes that there is a distinct classification of such truths, through the
leading principle of Divine Truth, 7010, 2575, 3858, 1664; thenl and
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, denotes by which truths, as
it were, separate from good, are conjoined with good, and w~th

truths derived from good in temptations, chap. xxv. 7, 1664; WIth
the vessels of the sanctuary, denotes including the scientifics of in
most good, 6917, 3210; and the trumpets for the alarm in his hand,
denotes inmost truth by which revelation is made according to the
state with full po\ver, ~815, chap. x. 5.

7. Warring against Midian, as the Lord commanded Moses, and
destroying every male, denotes that temptation' takes place u~~er
Divine protection, in which falsified truths are resisted, and falsities
themselves are destroyed, 1664, 3242, 2001, 5486, 7010, 4727, 725',
24663•.

8. Slaying the kings of Midian with the rest of their slain, denotes
that the leading principles of such falsifications of truth are overcome
as well as falsified truths themselves, 4727, 1682, 3242; Evi means
desire, or lust, and therefore denotes the lust of falsifying, 8910;
Rekem means streaked, or embroidered, or variegated, and therefore
he denotes the cunning by which falsity is mixed with truths, 3993,
3995; Zur means a roch, and therefore he denotes that ~hich con
firms and fixes such falsifications, 2760 preface, 5096; Hur means
liberty) 'U.,hiteness, hole) cauern, and therefore .he denotes the natural
affection which delights in them, 2870, 6963, 5145, 2463, 8603; Reba
means four-sided, and therefore denotes that which gives the appear
ance of consistency to them, 9717; the five kings of Midian denotes
that these are the whole of such falsifications, 5708, 1682, 3242; and
their slaying also Balaam the son of Bear with the sword, denotes
that, in addition, falsity from the evil which misinterprets the Word
is also overcome, 4727, chap. xxii. 5, 2799 2 •

9. The children of Israel taking captive the women of Midian,
denotes that the spiritual man, in this temptation and victory, appro
priates every affection of truth, 3654, 1717-1719, 5946; and their little
ones, denotes all incipient truths and goods, 5946; and taking all
their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods for a prey,
denotes the appropriation of all natural affections, all spiritual affec
tions, and all knowledges of good and truth, which had been per-

verted by falsifications, for truly spiritual uses, 6126, 6134, 1694,
3242 , 1~5I.

10. Burning with fire all their cities in the places \vher~in t~ey
dwelt, and all their encampments, denotes that every doctrine als~

which had served for talsincation, and every false arrangement of
truths, through this temptation and victory, cor~les into. tne P?sses
sion or the true church those who are in evil being depnved ot such
truths through their ~wn selfish love; and those who are in good
being sanctmed by them through genuine heavenly love, 934, 402,
2025, 1293, 4236.

1I. Taking all the spoil and all the prey both of man and bea~t,
denotes that thus the church is enriched with goods and truths In
abundance, both as to the internal and external man, 3242, 1~51,

7'672 •

12. Bringing the captives and the prey and the. spoil unto 1Y10ses
and unto Eteazar the priest, and unto. the congregatIon. of the children
of Israel unto the camp at the plains of Moan, which ~r~. by th~
Jordan at Jericho, denotes that all these spiritual acquIsItIon,S. of
every quality are now sincerely acknowledged. to be trom J.?~vlne

Truth and Divine Good, and also as belonging to the Spiritual
Church in its totality, through orderly arrangement internally, a~d

even to exist where some impure good remains, where the Word I~

its literal sense is acknowledged, and where are the knowledges ot
truth in the external man, 1717-1719, 5946, 6126, 0134, 1094, 3242,
1851, 683, 7010, 9946, 7'643, 3054, 4236, 2468, 15'65, 9325, 5b59·

13. Moses and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the con
gregation going forth to ~leet them ~i~houE the camp, d~~otes that
there is consequently an Influx of DIVIne Truth .and. DIVIne. Goo.d
and of all primary truths in an accommodated form even In this
Impure state, 7010, 9946, 14H2, 7843, 5337,. 4247, 4236.

14. Moses being wroth with the officers of the host, the captains
of thousands and the captains of hundreds, which came from the
service of th~ war, denotes that there is aversion on the part of ~he
man of the church. in his impurity to Divine Truth, as to the supenor
governing powers, as to intermediat~ powers, and as to ultim~te

powers, which have endured temptation, 7010, 5798, 6358-9, 1482,
l5712, H713, 1664.

15. Moses saying unto them, "Have ye saved all the women
alive? " denotes that it is made clear from Divine Truth that as yet
the affections of falsity remain, 7010, 1822, 5407, 568.

16. "Behold these caused the children of Israel through the counsel
of Balaarn to' commit trespass against the Lord in the matter of
Peor and so the plague was among the congregation of the Lord,"
denotes that through these affections the man of the .church is drawn
away by perversions of the Word, ar:d false teaching to the com
mission of sin by falsifying the truth In a state of selfish love most
external, so that thus remains begin to suffer destruction, 568, 3654,
chap. xxii. 5, xxv, 1-9·

17. "Now therefore kill every. m~l~ among. the little ones," denotes
that it is necessary that every incipient falsity should be separated,

KK2
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4727, 5946, 568; and" kill every woman that hath known man by
lying with him," denotes as well as every affection of falsifying the
truth, 3242.

18. "But all the women children that have not known man by
lying with him, keep alive for yourselves," denotes that at the saine
time every affection of truth that has not been contaminated with
falsity is to be preserved, 3242, 5407.

. 19. "And encamp ye without the camp seven days," denotes that
it is necessary that impure states shall be distinguished carefully
from the goods and truths of the church until regeneration is accom
plished, 4236, 2044; and "whosoever hath killed any person, and
whosoever hath touched any slain, purify yourselves on the third
day, and on the seventh day, ye and your captives," denotes that
for evils and falsity to be removed, purification therefrom must be
continual in the course of regeneration, and must be completed at its
close, both as to hereditary and acquired states, 4727, 10,130, 390010,
chap. xix, 12, 1007, 2686, 6126, 6134, 1694,1851. Observe that the
Hebrew word for captives is here applied as being a part of the
spoil taken from the enemy, and therefore as representing acquired
states; while the Israelites, considered as men. of war, are taken as
representing hereditary states, because the spirit of warfare is not
from the Lord but from the proprium of man, that is, from the life
into which he is born. Hence we see how purification is necessary
after states of temptation and victory, and before the full realization
of the state of heavenly order, which is denoted by corning into the
camp, 4236.

20. "And as to every garment and all that is made of skin, and
all the work of goats' hair, and all things made of wood, ye shall
purify yourselves," denotes that purification must take place as to
every interior truth, and good of the natural man, and as to every
exterior truth and good thereof, 9215, 4169, 3301, 643, chap. xix. 12.

2 I. Eleazar the priest saying unto the men of war which went to
the battle, "This is the statute of the law which the Lord commanded
Moses," denotes that this testimony of Divine Truth is confirmed by
Divine Good with those who have been victorious in temptation; and
that assurance is given that every outward form of the truth is the
expression of its in ward spirit, because Divine Good flows into Divine
Truth, and Divine Truth is the form of Divine Good, 9946, 1822.
2686, 1007, 1664, 1038, 7884, 2001, 5486, 7010.

22 .. "Howbeit the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin
and the lead," denotes every outward form of. good and truth of the
highest degree; of good and truth of the .middle degree; and of truth
and good of the lowest degree, 425, 29673.

23. "Everything that may abide the fire, ye shall make to go
through the fire, and it shall be clean," denotes which is capable
of being affected by pure love from the Lord, is essentially pure,
and must, therefore, be made actually pure, by the removal of evil
and falsity which contaminate it through the truth of the Word and
through temptations, 93.4, 10,13°, 7861, 4545; "nevertheless, it shall
be purified by the water of separation," denotes purification by the
truth of the Word, chap. xix. 11-12; "and all ·that abideth not the
fire ye shall make to go through the water," denotes that the out-

wardjorm which is not capable of being so affected (as is celestial
goGffi'must be purified through the removal of falsity by Divine
Truth, 934, 7861, 10,130, chap. xix. 11-12.

24· "And ye shall wash your clothes on the seven th day I and ye
shall be clean, and afterward ye shall come into the camp," denotes
that thus regeneration, and consequently purification, must be com
pleted, :'0 that the heavenly life n1ay be fully received, 3147, 9215,
chap. XIX. 19, 1853, 4236. .

25· This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine
Being- as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx 2951.
by Moses is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010. and by
saying is denoted perception, 1822. '

26. "Take the sum of the prey that was taken both of man and
beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest and the heads of the fathers'
houses of the congregation," denotes that the quality of good and
truth acquired throu.R? victory in tem~t~tion, is truly estimated by
the Lord through DIVine Truth and DIVine Good, and the primary
truths thence derived, even as to Internals and as to Externals.
10,217, ver. 9, 7872, 7010, 9946, 7833, 7843.

.. 27· "And divide the prey into two parts between the men skilled
In war that went out to battle, and all the congregation," or assembly.
denotes that, as the result of regeneration, good and truth, or the
cele~tial aI}d spiritual pr!nciples .are in equality, good established
against evil by truths being the Internal, and truth, now conjoined

,with good, being the external, 1832, 4342, 8292, 747, 2686, 1007,
1664, 7843.

28. "And levy a tribute unto the Lord of the men of war that went
out to battle," denotes that all who have engaged in the conflict by
truths interiorly, are to ascribe unto the Lord all the good and truth
they have received fully and completely, 6394, 2001, ver. 3; one soul
of five hundred, denotes fully and completely, 10,251; and "of the
persons, of the beeves, of the asses and of ,the flocks," denotes as
to celestial things internal and external, and as to spiritual things
external and internal, 7120, 2180, 2781, 6126. '

29· "Take it of their half and give it unto Eleazar the priest for
the Lord's offering'," denotes that all good is from the Lord, and
must be ascribed to Him, as being the inmost principle of worship
from Him, and as giving all the activity of life there, ver. 27, 10,227,
9946, 2001, 5619. !

30 . "And of the children of Israel '8 half thou shalt take one drawn
out of every fifty," denotes that all truth is from the Lord with the
man of the Spiritual ~hurch as distinguished from the Celestial,
and must be fully ascribed to Him, ~654, ver. 27,2141; "of the
persons, of the beeves, of the asses and of the flocks, even of all the
cattle," denotes as to the affections of truth internal and external·
and as to truths themselves external and internal, yea, as to every
g-ood of truths, 7120, 2180, 2781, 6126, 6134; "and give them unto the
Levites which keep the charge of the tabernacle of the Lord" denotes
in worship from the holy principle of charity, which is th~ celestial
principle of the Spiritual Church, and ministers to the genuine
Celestial and thus to the Lord, 10,227, 3858, 10,0'17, 338~, 3210, 2001.
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3 I. Moses and Eleazar the priest doing- as the Lord commanded
Moses, denotes that this effect actually takes place, when man is
regenerated according to Divine Order by influx and correspondence,
7010, 9946, 2618, 2001, 5486.

12. The prey over and above the booty which the men of war took
being six hundred thousand and seventv thousand and five hundred
sheep, denotes that the g-oods and truths·'thus acquired by man during
regeneration, exclusive of the remains of evil and falsitv which adhere
to •everyone, are as follows : charity in all fulnes~ and holiness
acquired by victory in temptation, 3242, 1851, 6978, 8888, 8889,
10,253, 4169.

3~. And three score and twelve thousa'nd beeves, .denotes' natural
good holy and pure by conjunction with the interiors, 728, 5194, 2180.

14. Three score and one thousand asses, denotes natural truth also
similarly acquired in fulness, 8888, 2575.

35. Thirty and two thousand persons in all of the women who had
not k nown man by lying with him, denotes with fulness of con
junction with the interiors as to every natural affection of truth un-
corrupted by falsity, 5335, 5194, 3~42. ,

.16. The half which was the portion of them that went out to war
being- in number three hundred thousand and thirty thousand and
seven thousand and five hundred sheen, denotes that the quality of
the goods and truths appertaining- to those who successfully en~age

in. temptations is of spiritual affections, fulness, and holiness, both
as to good and as to truth internally and externally, 10,255, 482,
10,253, 4169.

37- The Lord's tribute of the sheep being- six hundred and three
score and fifteen, denotes that these are acknowledged to be from
the Lord in the course of reg-eneration, wherein a new state of
spiritual life is acquired, 8888, 8400, 6394, 2001, vert 3.

~8. The beeves being thirty and six thousand, of which the Lord's
tribute was three score and twelve, denotes that of natural affections
there are fulness and perfection from victory in temotations, which
are all acknowledged to be from the Lord, holy and perfect, 2180,
5335, 8888, 6394, 2001, 728, 5194.

3q. The asses being- thirty thousand and five hundred, of which the
Lord's tribute was threescore and one. denotes of natural truths. also
fulness and holiness, and these entirely ascribed to the Lord in the
new state, 2781, 5335, 10,253, 6394, 2001, 3306, 2044-

40. The persons being sixteen thousand, of which the Lord's tribute
was thirty and t\VO persons, denotes of pure affections for truth, con
junction with higher affections, also ascribed to the Lord, 3242, 2044,
5194, 6394, 2001, 5335· .

41. Moses g-iving- the tribute which ,vas the I...ord's heave offering
unto Eleazar the priest, 3S the Lord commanded Moses, denotes that,
in short. all these are fullv ascribed to the, Lord, throusrh Divine
Truth. because it is felt that all life and activity are from Him'
through good conjoined with truth in the man of "the church, 7010,

.C;104, 63Q4, 2001, 10,097, 9946. The word "Eleazar" means the
help of God, and therefore denotes truth, while .the priest denotes
good, for which reason it is here said, "good conjoined with truth."

42. The children of Israel's half which was divided off from the
men that warred, denotes spiritual principles as distinct from
celestial according to Divine Truth, 3654, 10,255, 7010, vert 3.

43. The congregation's half being three hundred thousand and
thirty thousand, seven thousand and five hundred sheep, denotes that
the quality of the spiritual affections is fulness and -holiness as to
good, and as to truth, 7843, 10,255, 482, 10,253, 4169.

44. Thirty and six thousand beeves, denotes of natural affections,
fulness and perfection from victory in temptations, 5335, 8888, 2180.

45- Thirty thousand and five hundred asses, denotes of natural
truths also fulness and holiness, 9487, 716, 278r.

46. And sixteen thousand persons. denotes of pure affections for
truth conjunction with the higher affections, 2044, 5194, 3242.

47. Moses taking even of the children' of Israel's half, one drawn
out of every fifty, both of man and beast, and giving them unto the
Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle of the Lord, as
the Lord commanded Moses, denotes that all these di fferent affections
are fully ascribed to the Lord, according to Divine Order, both as' to
things internal and things external, through the principle of charity,
which is the celestial principle of the Spiritual Church, and ministers
to the genuine celestial principle and thus to the Lord, 7010, 3654,
10,255, 2141, 7872, 5619, :)858, 3382, 3210, 5486. ,

48. The officers which were over the thousands of the host, the
captains of thousands, and the captains of hundreds coming near
unto Moses, denotes that thus all the leading principles of the church.
according to their degrees, are harmonized with Divine Truth, .1482,
87 12-3, 3572,7010.

40. Their saying unto Moses, "Thy servants have taken the sum
of the men of war which are under our charge, and there lacketh
not one man of us," denotes that there is perception from this
harmony that the quality of the church is full and perfect in every
respect, nothing being wantirur, 1822, 70TO, 5T64, 10,217, vert 5,
8474-

So. "'And we have brought the Lord's oblation what every man
hath gotten," denotes that through leading principles there ·is full
acknowledgment of the Lord in worship as to every individual, or
as to every particular affection, ,C;6Iq; '" jewels," or 'vessels' of
g-old,~' denote precious truths conjoined with good, '3°79, 425; "ankle
chains," denote coherence in the lowest natural degree, 2162, 9852;
"b.racelet.s" denote conjunction with the spiritual degree, 3105, 5194;

"slg:net-nngs, earrings, and armlets, or necklaces," denote holy fear
of Gael in successive order according to degrees, 4874, 3103,.5320;
and" to make atonement for our souls before the Lord," denotes the
full conjunction of the external with the internal 111an, and thus with
the Lord, 10,042, 29735 , 2001.
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51. Moses and Eleazar taking th~ gold of them, even all wrought
jewels, denotes that thus all Rood IS acknowledged to .be from. the
Lord bv Divine Truth and Divine Good, as well as every precious
truth conjoined with good, 7010, 9946, 425, 3079, 9737·

52. All the gold of the heave offering- that they o~ered up to the
Lord, of the captains of thousands and of the captains of hundreds
being sixteen thousand seven hund~ed an? fifty shel~els, denotes that
the quali ty of good frol~ the Liard Inv?lving percep.tton and ackn.o\v
ledgment to be from HIm by the varIOUS.pow~rs I!1 due subordina
tion, is fulness and completeness of conjunction In every respect,
425,10,097, 5619, 8712-3. 5194, 2044, 2575, 716, 2141.

53. The men of war having taken booty ~very.one. for himself,
denotes that evil still adheres to man and remains WIth him, a~~?ough
quiescent, even when he is regenerated, 6978 on Nahum 111. 1-4,
868.

54. Moses and Eleazar the priest taking the gold of the capt3:ins.
of thousands and of hundreds and bringing it into the tent of meeting
for a memorial for the children of Israel before the Lord, denotes that
what is true of all celestial thing-s ascribed to the Lord, is true also
of spiritual things in their order. All are ascrib~d t~ the Lord
throug-h Divine Truth and Divine Good, and remain WIth man to
eternity from Him, 7010, 9946, 425, 87 12-3, 35403, 6888, 3654, 2001.

I t is proper in reflecting on the contents of the first section of this
chapter, to consider the distinction between the apJ?arent and the
genuine truths of the Word, and why the Word contains s.uch truths
as the former, and is not limited to the statement of ge.nulne truths,
since it is the Word of the Lord, and ought to contain, therefore,
no teaching- from Him that is false. We have to affirt;t, then, that
there is no' teaching- in the Word from the Lord that IS false: and
vet. we have to acknowledge that the Lord .d~d ;peak tt? Mose~,
instructing him to take vengeance on the Midianites, while yet It
is contrary to the genuine truth, that any person, or any number of
persons combined should indulge in taking' revenge at all, as we
know very \~eIl fr~m Matt. v. ~8-48. And that the I:0rd here taug-ht
a genuine truth in. opposition to an apparent truth IS be~.ond dou?t.
For it is manifestly true that no one ought to return eV1I for evil :
and also that everyone ought to overcome .evil with good. For if I
do evil to another because he has done evil to me, I am as bad as
he is; but if I do good to him, because he has done evi} t? me,. I am
acting- according to the g-enuine truth. Hence, t~en, It.!S .declde~l1y
wrong to resist evil by doing evil in return, while yet ~t IS clearly
necessary to resist evil with g-ood, or from good, even If the good
that is returned for the evil assumes the outward appearance of
punishment or of revenge.

We now see, therefore. that when the Lord instructed Moses to
take vengeance on the Midianites, the command assumed the outward
form wh ich it did in accommodation to the state of Moses and. the
Israelites, who were of such a character that they actually de~lred
to take vengeance, or to do evil to others, who h?-d done evil to
them. This command of the Lord, therefore (th~t IS, of the same
Lord that spoke the Sermon on the Mount), in ItS first procedure
from Him, was not a command to take vengeance at all, or to
eng-age in war at all, but yet in its descent from Hit;l: through the
heavens, and through the mind of the angel or spirit who spoke

from the Lord to Moses, it assumed the outward appearance, which
is here recorded and forms a part of the literal sense of the Word.
That is, it is an apparent truth and not a genuine truth; and such,
indeed, are all the truths of the Word in which vengeance, anger,
wrath, repentance, changes of mind, and other merely hum~n ,,:e~k

nesses, are attributed to the Lord. The Word, however, IS DIVine
Truth in ultimate or lowest forms, and does not contain anything
false, while yet both its apparent and its genuine truths, may easily
be falsified by misinterpretations. For example, the Lord, when He
was in the world, appeared, spoke of Himself, felt Himself to be,
and was regarded by others, as a separate person from His Father;
and these apparent truths were then unavoidable; and yet as a matter
of fact, and thus, in the genuine sense, He was the Father Himself
manifested in whom was the whole Divine Trinity, as He carefully
taught His disciples (John xiv. 8-17, Matt. xxviii, 16-20, John viii.
17-18, 58-59). And therefore those who aSSU11le that the apparent
truths of the Word concerning the Lord are genuine truths, and so
make Him a distinct person from the Father, in reality, misinterpret
the Word, and thence misunderstand it. Hence, then, it is not neces
sary to believe either that the Divine Being is revengeful, or advises
vengeance; or that He is embodied in more persons than one. And
thus; there are apparent truths in the Word as well as in creation,
because it is itnpossible that Divine realities can appear the same
outwardly as they are inwardly, and also that interior forms of
truth only are adapted to the apprehension of mankind in all
circumstances.

A second point to be noticed in this section is that although Divine
Good or Divine Truth cannot be tempted, but only truth Divine
adjoined to Good Divine, 2814, as it exists from the Lord with the
man of the church, this being represented by the twelve thousand
men sent against Midian and accompanied by Phinehas the son of
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, yet it is still true that the
Lord alone fights for man in temptaticns, while man must himself
endure conflict arid overcome as from himself-. A third point is, that,
in spiritual conflicts, the essential and governing principles of falsity
are slso to be overcome, as appears from vera 8, which is very in
teresting in the internal sense, on account of the correspondence of
the names. And a fourth is that in consequence of victory, falsified
truths come into the possession of man as genuine truths, which
are acknowledged to be from the Lord. All the points in this section,
therefore, are very stimulating and encouraging. And, in addition,
it may be observed that this victory is gained, while yet man is
in a comparatively imperfect and impute state, as the spiritual teach
ing of vera 12 clearly shows.

But the next section also reveals, in the internal sense, some
interesting things. To begin with, consider the first effect of victory
in temptation. 'There is a stronger influence from the Lord, and
from the angels. For as nothing but evils and errors prevent these
from being perfect and full at any time, so the conquest of them
immediately causes greater influences; and this is represented by
Moses and Eleazar and the princes going out to meet the successful
warriors. Notice one result, however. The presence of heavenly
light and life discloses the imperfection and aversion of the yet not
fully regenerated man. For the love of falsi~ying the truth stpl
remains; and thus we learn how very gradual IS man's progress In
the higher life. And here we pause to think, for a moment, of the
actual historical facts. Moses commands the slaughter of every male
among the little ones, and all the married women of the captive



506 THE BOOK OF NUMBERS CHAPTER XXXI

Midianites. How cruel were those wars of the Israelites! War is
at all times a curse and not a blessing; and the very spirit of cruelty
and revenge lurks in the minds both of the leaders and of the soldiers
who engage in war, however apparently just may seem to be the
reasons for the conflict. Hence, then, cruel and destructive warfare
canneve.r be justified. And if modern wars are in some respects not
so bad, In this respect, as were those of ancient nations vet it stilt
remains absolutely true, that all wars have an evil ~rigin; are
contrary to the spirit of true religion; and inevitably foster and
encourage and stimulate the worst of evil passions. No wonder,
ther~fore, that the best conditions of mankind in the past are described
as times of mutual love and peace and prosperity, when no selfish
ness was predorninant : and. that the best conditions of the future
will be the return of the golden age, when men "shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning- hooks," when
"nation shall not lift up sword against nation," and "neither shall
they learn war any more" (Isaiah ii. 4).

But now, on the other hand, turning- to the interpretation, accord
ing- to the correspondences, we realize how holy and pure is the
Word in its spiritual sense. For the command given bv Moses,' in
that sense, is of the greatest value, and oug-ht to be strictly carried
nut by every member of the church. And the spiritual warrior should
indeed separate from himself every incioient falsity, or evil, and
every delight in falsifying- the truth for selfish purposes, while yet he
must preserve in himself every affection of truth, which is not con
taminated with falsity; in addition to which it is necessary that'
impure states shall be disting-uished carefully from the g-oods and.
truths of the church until regeneration is accomplished, and man is
altogether purified from evil.

'But this is as to internal things; and we 'must notice now what
relates to the purification in external thing-s, which must follow the
spiritual warfare which is so necessary a part of human regeneration.
And here we clearly are taught that the t\VO great purifying- powers
are the love of the Lord and the neizhbour, which are represented
hyfire and the holy truths of the Word of the Lord, which are
signified by water, and especially by the water of separation, or as
the marginal reading has it, the water of impurity, which means
the truth which teaches that, apart from the acknowledgment that
man of himself is nothing- but evil, and that this acknowledgment
must never be lost with the man of the church on earth, nor even
with the ang-els, there is really no purification at all. And why is
this so much insisted upon? It is because, if any man, or any angel,
were persuaded that he ever had any goood or any truth in himself,
either hereditary, or acquired; independentlv of its continual influx
from the Lord, and of its continual reception by himself, he could
not possiblv be preserved in a state of purity, since such a persuasion
is the origin of all evil, and would, without doubt, cause him who
cherished it to imagine himself a god, and induce him to claim
dominion over his fellow creatures, and thus to destroy that Divine
Order without which the universe cannot be preserved. For it is the
very nature of selfish love to attempt this and to accomplish it, were
it possible.

And ag-ain we must notice also one other particular in this section,
namely, that whereas everything which could abide the fire required
to be purified with this water of separation: while that which could
not abide the fire necessarllv required purification by being washed
in wa ter, yet in every case of regeneration there must be the acknow
ledgment that man of himself is nothing but evil; although still

there are some things, or some states of man, that not love but truth
must make pure. For example, we know that a garment when
soiled, or a wooden vessel, cannot be cleansed by passing through
the fire, that is, by burning, and hence we may perceive that external
intellectual powers, and affections, are not so susceptible of purifica
tion through the higher loves, and yet can be brought into corre
spondence with those 'loves by the operation of 'the truth which is
represented by water, because garments, and vessels made of wood,
correspond to external truths and affections. And again, on the
other hand, we know .that hot water is necessary in cleansing- gar
merits and wooden vessels, from which we learn, by correspondence,
that spiritual heat or love in a modified and adapted form is essential
in purification even here. For love is the life of all our powers, nor
can it be conceived that spiritual purification is ever accomplished
without the influence of love in some way. And hence, too, we have
impressed upon us this lesson, that by the mere knowledge and under
standing of truths we may indeed polish and brig-hten up our external
deportment; but that, certainly, some earnest love of the truth, as
well, must contribute to .the making of our lives inwardly pure on
the natural plane.

Concerning the next section, it may be said that we are already
familiar with the signification of numberinp-, and of making' an
offering to the Lord 'through the priests and through the Levites
from some of our former studies; and so it is only necessary here to
re-irnpress upon our minds the itnportance of considering the quality
of our own lives, habitually, as well as after seasons of trial, and
temptation. For we know· very well how little we are disposed to
do this, and how slow we are in sincerely realizing and acknowledg
ing that it is the Lord Who really arranges all our states, and Who
enables us to know a little of their quality. And as this subject is of
considerable interest, the following extract is here given:

"So long as man believes that he does all things from himself,
both g-ood and evil, so long- ~oods do not affect him, and evils adhere
to him; whereas, as soon as he acknowledges and believes that gooods
flow in from the Lord, and not from himself, and that evils arc
from hell, in this case goods affect him, and evils do not adhere to
him; and also in proportion as goods affect him, in the same pro
portion evils are removed, thus he is purified and liberated from
them. But so 10n~ as the state of man is such that he cannot per
ceive and be sensible of the influx of goods from the Lord, so long
he does good works as from himself, nevertheless he oug-ht to
acknowledge and believe that they are from the Lord; for when this
is the case, he is also liberated from evils; but to the intent that
he may be liberated from evils, that acknowledgment must not be
the confession of the mouth alone, but the confession of the heart
itself.

"That a plazue denotes the punishment of evil is manifest without
explanation. There are three plagues, or three punishments, which
follow those who attribute to themselves the truths of faith and
goods of love, or who believe that they merit heaven bv their works,
for those who attribute to themselves those things, believe also that
of themselves they merit heaven. These three punishments are:
I. That they cannot receive anythinz of the good of love and of the
truth of faith. 2. That evils and falsities continuallv pursue them.
.~. And that the truths and g-oods received from 'infancy perish.
These three punishments are signified by the three plagues which
were proposed to David by the prophet Gad on account of nurnberinsr
the people, which were:' 1. Seven years of famine. 2. A flight of
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three months before enemies. 3. And a pestilence of three days
(2 Sam. xxiv. 13); for by a famine is signified the defect and scarcity
of the goods and truths which are of faith and love.... But by flight
before enemies, in the internal sense, is meant persecution by evils
and falsities; for those who attribute to themselves goods and truths,
are not able to fight against the evils and falsities which are from
hell, n. 9978, which are enemies in the spiritual sense; ... but by
the pestilence is signified the vastation and consumption of goods
and truths, which have been received from infancy, n. 7505. By
David's choosing- the pestilence, and by seventy thousand men dying
of it, was signified that with the Israelitish and jewish nation every
truth and good of faith and love was about to perish, which also came
to pass, for they did not acknowledge the Lord from whom, never
theless, are all goods and truths. Three days signified to the full,
and the same was also signified by the seventy thousand 111en who
died," 10,219' Thus, therefore, we see the consequences of not
"nu111bering our days," spiritually, in the right way (Ps. xc. 12).

And finally, with regard to the last section of this chapter, it is
impossible to supply a very easy commentary, on account of the
numerous details which might be profitably explained more at large,
were there space, in accordance with the plan ·of this work. But
let the interested reader carefully go over the series of the internal
sense here, as given in the parallel column, and compare this with the
explanation in giving the references, and he will quickly discern
the order, beauty, and practical value of the internal sense as it
refers to the various points involved, as, for example, to the distinc
tion. between celestial and spiritual principles; between the various
degrees of life; and between the internaT and external affections and
powers, denoted by the persons, by the animals and by other things
that arc mentioned in the literal sense.

CHAPTER XXXII

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The perception of the natural man from the Lord or the percep
tion of those who are in faith and good works in the external church,
that various truths, which have been applied to selfish purposes, are
to be rendered useful to the man of the church, verso 1-4.

2. They perceive also that the delights of the external man are
to be kept distinct from those of the internal man, ver. 5.

3· But Divine Truth teaches that the spiritual man cannot engage
successfully in temptation without the co-operation of the natural
man ; that the separated natural man hinders and opposes the
progress o~. the spiritual. towards the heavenly life, either causing
a long series of temptations, or condemnations and vastation, and
that therefore a caution is necessary to the natural man who desires
to enjoy his own peculiar delights, verso 6- 15.

~ '. But the new natural man is willing to co-operate with the
spiritual man in the subjugation of evil, while still desiring to live
hi? .own life distinctly; and this is agreeable to Divine Truth, to
DIVIne Good, and to the primary truths of the church, verso 16-32 •

5· And hence it actually happens that those who are in good
works, and those who are in faith, in the external church corne into
the possession of the natural powers establishing them·selves in
doctrines of good and truth according tc their requirements, verso
33-38.

6..~nd he!1ce, too, it follows that the new 'tvill of good is firmly
established In the Inmost of the natural man; the general. evil
principle ~eing. ~xpelled; the interior natural is enlightened and
confirmed In DIVIne Truths; and even the sensual man shares in the
purification, verso 39-42.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. Now the children of
Reuben and the children of
Gad had a very great multi
tude of cattle: and when
they saw the land of jazer,
and the land of Gilead, that,
behold, the place was a place
for cattle;

5°9

I. But those who are in the
external church as to faith in
the understanding and as to
good. works, are abundant
also as to the natural affec
tions, enjoying a strong per
ception of natural truths, and
great delight in natural affec
tions.
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11. That although he has
been delivered from the abso
lute dominion of merely
natural love, and has been
instructed, yet in the exercise
of his own liberty he rejects
the heavenly life, which, from
the Lord, is provided not only
for the celestial, but even for
the spiritual and natural man
and this on account of wilful
disobedience ;

12. But those who are in
good from truth and thus
have the perception of truth,

8. And that it is even
gr~atly opposed to the spirit
ual man during states of in
struction in heavenly things.

7. That therefore the separ
a~ed natural luan greatly
hinders the earnest desire of
the spiritual man, for the
heavenly life which is given to
him from the Lord;

former, since charity should
unite them;

CHAPTER XXXII

12. Save Caleb the son of
jephunneh the Kenizzite,
and Joshua the son of Nun:

I I. Surely none of the
men that came up out of
Egypt, from twenty years
old and upward, shall see
the land which I sware unto
Abraham, unto Isaac, and
unto Jacob; because they
have not wholly followed
me:

9. For although thus in
structed in the letter of the
\Vord, and in the general doc
trine of charity, and thus en
abled to understand the char
acter of the heavenly life, yet
the natural man has not faith
springing from love, and is
disposed to retard the pro-
gress of the man of the church
toward the heavenly state.

10. And the LORD'S anger 10.. And therefore he is
was kindled in that day, and ".averted from the Lord in such
he sware, saying, a state, and. evil and falsity

are confirmed with him with
the perception, '

9. For when they went up
unto the valley of Eshcol,
and saw the land, they dis
couraged the heart of the
children of Israel, that they
should not go Into the land
which the LORD had given
them.

8. Thus did your fathers,
when' I sent them from
Kadesh-barnea to see the
land. '

7. And wherefore dis
courage ye the heart of the
children of Israel from
going over into the land
which the LORD hath given
them?

6. But Divine Truth from
the Lord insinuates into the
minds of those who are in the
good of life, and in faith, and
thus in the external church
that the spiritual man cannot
engage in temptation without
the co-operation of the natural
man, because the latter' must
be in harmony with, the

2. And secondly, such per
so.n:, being also influenced by
DIVIne Truth and Divine
Good, with which they have
connection as to understand
ing and will, and also by the
primary truths' of the church,
have the perception,

3. That various doctrinals
of truth in the external man
relating to natural, spiritual,
and celestial things in their
degrees-s-namely, to the affec
tion for natural truth, the
knowledges thereof, and the
application thereof; the affec
tion for spiritual truth, spirit
ual knowledges, and their ap
plication; with the affection of
celestial truths, celestial know
ledges and their application-

4. Have been devoted to the
merely natural life, and are
now subdued by the Lord and
rendered useful to the man of
the church; and that the ex
ternal man is delighted with
such things and possesses
such things.

5. And therefore, they fur
~er perceive that, possibly, it
IS according to Divine Good

. conjoined with Divine Truth,
that the natural man should
enjoy all natural delights, and
is to be distinguished from the
spiritual man.

4. The land which the
LORD smote before the con
gregation of Israel, is a land
for cattle, and thy servants
have cattle. .

3 .• Ataroth, and Dibon,
and Jazer, and Nimrah, and
Heshbon, and Elealeh, and
Sebam, and Nebo, and
Beon,

2. The children of Gad
and the children of Reuben
came and spake unto Moses,
and to Eleazar the priest,
and unto the princes of the
congregation, saying,

510

6.: And Moses said unto
the children of Gad and to
the children of Reuben
Shall your brethren got~
the war, and shall ye sit
here?

5. And they said, If we
h.ave found grace in thy
sight, let this land be given
unt9 thy se:vants for a pos
session : bring us not over
Jordan.
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because they have wholly
followed the LORD.

13. And the LORD'S ~nger

was kindled against Israel,
and he made them wander to
and fro in the wilderness
forty years, until all the
generation, that had done
evil in the sight of the
LORD, was consumed.

14. And, behold, ye are
risen up in your fathers'
stead, an increase of sinful
men, to augment yet the
fierce anger of the LORD
toward Israel.

15. For if ye turn away
from after him, he will yet
again leave them in the wil
derness; and ye shall destroy
all this people.

16. And they came near
unto him, and said, We will
build sheepfolds here for our
cattle, and cities for our little
ones:

17. But we ourselves will
be ready armed to go before
the children of Israel, until
we have brought them unto
their place: and our little
ones shall dwell in the
fenced cities because of the
inhabitants of the land.

as well as those who are in
truth and engage in spiritual
temptation, perseveringly ac
quire the heavenly life because
they are obedient to .the I..ord,

13. And therefore the man
of the Spiritual Church is
averted from the Lord, and
endures a full course of spirit
ual temptations, until he is
purified from the evils of the
merely natural life.

14. But all those who make
hereditary evil actual with
themselves, in the same way
avert themselves from the
Lord, become a .corrupted
church, and are vastated.

15. And therefore a caution
is necessary, lest man should
turn away from the Lord, and
thus either prolong the state
of temptation, or confirm him
self in evil altogether.

16. Nevertheless, it is still
true that the external church
is distinct from the internal,
both as to the exercises of
charity, and as to the forma
tion of doctrine from the
Word in which are preserved
incipient good and truth;

17- While yet the natural
man is ready to co-operate
with the spiritual against the
powers of evil, until a state of
spiritual rest is obtained; but
remains are stored up for
future use, and are adequately
defended by the Lord against
the influx of evil from the
hells, in the meantime.

18. We will not return
unto our houses, until the
children of' Israel have
inherited every man his
inheritance.

19. For we will not inherit
with them on the other side
Jordan, and forward; be
cause our inheritance is
fallen to us on this side
Jordan eastward.

20. And Moses said unto
them, If ye will do this
thing; if ye will arm your
selves to go before the LORD
to the war,

2 I. And every armed man
of you will pass over Jordan
before the LORD, until he
hath driven out his enemies
from before him,

22. And the land be sub
dued before the LORD: then
afterward ye shall return,
and be guiltless towards the
LORD, and towards Israel:
and this land shall be unto
you for a possession before
the LORD.

23. But if ye will not do
so, behold, ye have sinned
against the LORD: and be
sure your sin will find you
out.

LL

18. Nor is the natural man,
who co-operates with the
spiritual, content to be in tran
quillity and in the enjoyment of
his own peculiar delights, un
less the spiritual man is vic
torious, and each en joys the
delight of his own life.

19. And the man of the ex
ternal church cannot realize
the heavenly state of the man
of the internal which is separ
ated from him even as is the
literal sense of the Word from
the spiritual and celestial, be
cause it is of Divine Provi
dence that this should be so.

20. And these truths are
confirmed by the Word, name
ly, that if the natural man acts
truly, as from himself, and is
willing, to endure spiritual
temptation, being protected by
the truths of the Word,

2 I. At the same time being
elevated into the perception of
spiritual realities by the Lord
until evils are entirely subdued,

22. So that the new heaven
'for the spiritual is adequately
formed, then the natural man,
in his own heaven which is
the ultimate, shall b~ in a state
of innocence and truthfulness,
and the external man shall
enjoy his own peculiar life.

23. But where the external
man does not so co-operate,
there is aversion from the
Lord through disobedience,
and man will be confirmed in a
state of evil, and will endure
its punishment.
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24. Build you cities for
your little ones, and folds
for your sheep; and do that
which hath proceeded out of
your mouth.

25. And the children of
Gad and the children of
Reuben spake unto Moses,
saying, Thy servants will do
as my lord commandeth.

.26. Our little ones, our
wives our flocks, and all
our cattle, shall be there in
the cities of Gilead:

27. But thy servants will
pass over, every man that is
armed 'for war, before the
LORD to battle, as my lord
saith. '

28. So Moses gave charge
concerning them to Eleazar
the priest, and to Joshua the
son of N un, and to the heads
of the fathers' houses of the
tribes of the children of
Israel.

29. And Moses said unto
them, If the children of Gad
and' the children of Reuben
will pass with you over
Jordan, every man that is
armed to battle, before the
IJORD, and the land shall be

24. Truly the natural man
must remain distinct from the
spiritual, both as to the pre
servation of remains and the
reception of charity in appro
priate forms of doctrine; for
he must act entirely according
to his own understanding of
Divine Truth.

25. And so it really" hap
pens; for those who are in
good works and in faith, and
constitute the 'external church,
both perceive and acknowledge
that the teaching of the in
ternal man is just.

26. And hence they have
remains and the affection of
truth internal, and charity and
the good of innocence ex
ternal, in the state of natural
delight received from the Lord.

27. While yet they are fully
able' to co-operate, from the
Lord, with those in the in
ternal church, or with their
own internal man in the sub
jugation of evil according to
the law of the Lord.

28. And all this is confirmed
by Divine Truth; by the good
and truth of the interior man;
and the primary truths of the
church which govern the ex
ternal man.

29. And it is further per
ceived from Divine Truth bv
the spiritual man, that the
man of the external church
who is in good works and
in faith must co-operate with
the man of the internal church
in contending against evil, and

subdued before you; then ye
shall give them the land of
Gilead for a possession:

30. But if they will not
pass over with you armed,
they shall have possessions
among you in the land of
Canaan.

3 I. And the children of
Gad and the children of
Reuben answered, saying,
As the LORD hath said unto
thy servants, so will we do.

32. We will pass over
armed before the LORD into
the land of Canaan, and the
possession of our inheritance
shall remain. with us beyond
Jordan"

'33. And Moses gave unto
them, even to the children of
Gad, and to the children of
Reuben, and unto the half
tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of
Sihon king of the Amorites,
and the kingdom of Og king
of Bashan, the land, accord
ing to the cities thereof with
their borders, even the cities.
of the land round about.

34. And the children of
Gad built Dibon, and
Ataroth, and Aroer;

that evil must be destroyed; in
which case the natural man
will enjoy his own peculiar
life.

30. But if he is unwilling to
co-operate with the spiritual
man, he does not enjoy his
own life distinctly and in free
dom; but is in external wor
ship without internal, or in
merely selfish religion.

31. Those,' however, who
are in good works and in
faith are willing to obey the
commandments of the Lord;

32. They are willing to co
operate with the spiritual man
in the subjugation of evil; and
yet they are persistent in hav
ing the enjoyment of their own
peculiar life.

33. And it IS according to
Divine Truth that the natural
man who is in good works and
in faith, and who also acts
from the new will of good,

.which is from the Celestial of
the Spiritual, should enjoy all
the delights of the natural
man internal and external in
harmony therewith.

34. And those who are in
good works form to them
selves doctrines concerning the
knowledges of good in their
varieties, namely, those hav
ing relation to the exterior
natural as to truth, as to
good, and as to innocence.
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35. And Atroth-shophan,
and Jazer, and Jogbehah:

36. And Beth-nimrah, and
Beth-haran: fenced cities,
and folds for sheep.

37. And the children. of
Reuben built Heshbon, and
Elealeh, and Kiriathaim ;

38..And Nebo, and Baal:"
meon, (their names being
changed,) and Sibmah : and
gave other names unto the
cities which they builded.

39. And the children of
Machir the son of Manasseh
went to Gilead, and took it,
and dispossessed the Amor
ites which were therein.

40. And Moses gave
Gilead unto Machir the son
of Manasseh; and he dwelt
therein.

4 1 • And Jair the son of
Manasseh went and took the
towns thereof, and' called
them Havvoth-jair.

42 • And Nobah went and
took Kenath, and the vil
lages thereof, and called it
Nobah, after his own name.

35. 1"0 the interior natural
in the same way,

36. And to the inmost of
the- Natural in the same way,
all involving Divine Truths in
general which protect and
preserve good.

37. Also those who are in
faith form, in like manner,
doctrines of truth to them
selves, in their varieties ex
ternally;

38. And in their varieties
internally, their qualities being
changed; for, by regeneration,
outward forms of truth gain a .
new quality from the new life
of good or charity.

39. Also those who are in
truths from the new will of
good, and who are in natural
delight, expel from such
natural delights the general
evil principle.

40 . For Divine Truth from
the Lord forms the new
natural man as to doctrine;
and therein he securely dwells
internally ; .

41 . While the internal of
the natural as to doctrine is
also regenerated, and has a
new quality from the truth
which is from good there.

I

42 • And lastly the sensual
man shares in the purification,
for he, too, is regenerated as
to thought and affection, and.
receives a new heavenly qual
ity, the outward forms remain...
ing perfect.

REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. The children of Reuben and the' children of Gad having a
great multitude of cattle, denotes that those who are in the external
church as to faith in the understanding, and as to good works are
abundant also in natural affections, 5912, 3863, 3934, 6126; and their
seeing the land of ]azer, and the land of Gilead that it was a place
for cattle, denotes the enjoyment of a strong perception of natural
truths, and great delight in natural affections, 2150, chap. xxi. 32,
xxvi. 29, 2625.

2. Their coming and speaking unto Moses and unto Eleazar the
priest and unto the princes of the congregation, saying, denotes that
such persons being also influenced by Divine Truth and Divine
Good with which they have communication as to the understanding
and will, and also by the primary truths of the church, have the
perception, 1853, 2951, 7010, 9946, 1482, 7843, 1822.

3. Ataroth, and Dibon, and ]azer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon,
and Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and Beon, denote various doc
trinals of truth relating to natural, spiritual, and celestial things in
their degrees-s-namely, to the affection for natural truth, the know
ledges thereof, and the application thereof; the affection for spiritual
truth, the knowledges thereof, and the application thereof; with
the affection of celestial truths, their knowledges and their applica
tion, because by Ataroth is meant crowns, and therefore it denotes
the affection of natural truth, 981821; by Dibon is meant understand
ing, knowledge, building, and therefore it denotes the knowledges
of natural truth, chap. xxi. 25, 30; by ]azer is meant he that helps,
and therefore it denotes doctrine, which aids in the interpretation
of the Word, or, in other words, the application of knowledge to
the ascension of God, or the burnt offering of God, and therefore it
denotes the affection of spiritual truth, 27°2; by Heshbon is meant
he that hastens to understand-or build, and therefore it denotes the
knowledge of spiritual truth, chap. xxi. 25, 30; by Elealeh is meant
the ascension of God, or the burnt offering of God, and therefore it
denotes the .application of spiritual truth in worship, 795, 10,053;
the meaning of Seb.am, or Sibmah, is not known, and therefore we
cannot know its correspondence from the mere expression, but we
may infer from its position that it denotes the affection for celestial
truth according to the series, 5114; .by Nebo is meant one that
speaks, prophesies, or fructifies, and therefore it denotes the same
as Dibon and Heshbon on the highest plane, namely, celestial truth
or knowledge, 2951, 2534, 913, chap. xxi. 25, 30; and by Beon, or
Baal-meon, is meant the house or habitation of Baal, and therefore it
denotes the ultimate, or application of celestial truth, 2451.

4. The land which the Lord smote before the congregation, or
rather the assembly, of Israel being a land for cattle, and the
lSI aelites having cattle, denotes that these various affections and
powers have been devoted to the merely natural life, and are now
subdued by the Lord and rendered useful to the man of the church;
and that the external man is delighted with such things and possesses
such things, chap. xxi. 25-26, 566, 6126, 1713.
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5. By their saying, is denoted that they further perceive, 1822;
by "If we have found grace in thy sight," is denoted that possibly
it is according to Divine Good conjoined with Divine Truth, 2423,
2572; by "let this land be given unto us for a possession," is denoted
that the natural man should enjoy all natural delights, ver. I, 566,
8899, 1713, 5942; and by "bring us not over Jordan," is denoted
distinction from the spiritual man, 6183, 9014.

6. Moses saying unto the children of Gad and unto the children
of Reuben, denotes that Divine Truth from the Lord insinuates into
the minds of those who are in the good of life and in faith, and
thus are in the external church, 7010, 1822, 5912, 3863, 3934; and
" Shall your brethren go to the war, and shall ye sit here?" denotes
that the spiritual man cannot engage in temptation without the
co-operation of the natural man, because the latter must be in har
1l1ony with the former, since charity should unite them, 1222, 1664,
9422.

7. "And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of
Israel from going over into the land which the Lord hath given
them?" denotes that therefore the sep.arated natural man greatly
hinders the earnest desire of the spiritual man, for the heavenly life
which is given to him by the Lord, 5912, 3863, ,3934, 8782 on Isa.
xxxvii. 27, 7272, 3654, 9014, 2001, 8899,

8. "Thus did your fathers when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea
to see the land," denotes that it is even greatly opposed to the.
spiritual man during states of instruction in heavenly things, chap.
xiii, 29-33, 2397" 25°3, 2ISO, 3705, 8899. Note here that Kadesh
barnea means the holiness of an inconstant son, and also the holiness
of the fountain of delight, and thus denotes, on the one hand, the
state represented by the rebellious spies, and on the other the state
represented bYt}those who did not rebel.

9. "For when they went up into the valley of Eshcol," denotes
although they were instructed in the letter of the Word, and in the
general doctrine of charity, chap. xiii. 23, 1543, 1723, 4715; "and
saw the land," denotes that they were able to understand the char
acter of the heavenly life, 2 ISO, 8899; "they discouraged the heart
of the children," denotes that the natural man has not faith spring
ing from love, ver. 7; and "that they should not go into the land
which the Lord had given them;" denotes a disposition to retard
the. progress of the man of the church toward the heavenly state,
3335, 8899·

10. And the Lord's anger was kindled in that day and He sware,
saying," denotes that therefore there is aversion from the Lord in such
a state, evil and falsity being confiremd in him, with the perception
5798, 2842, 1822.

11. "Surely none of the men that came up out of the land of
Egypt," denotes although he has been delivered from the absolute
dominion of merely natural love, 8866; "from twenty years old and
upward;" denotes a state of instruction and religious experience,
10,225; "shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob," denotes that yet in the exercise of his liberty he rejects
the heavenly life, which, from the Lord, is provided not only for
the celestial, but also for the spiritual and natural man, 2 IS0,
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8899, 2842, 6098; and "because they have not wholly followed me,"
denotes and this on. account of wilful disobedience, 3191.

12. "Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite," denotes
those who are in good from truth, and thus have the perception of
truth, chap. xiii. 6; the meaning of a Kenizzite is uncertain, but
some think it means a hunter, in which case it will denote one who
persuades, 1178, or it may mean simply a descendant of Kenaz,
Judg. i. 13, and then it will mean this possession, this purchase, and
will therefore denote good acquired by means of truth, 7999; "and
Joshua the son of Nun," denotes those who are in truth, and engage
in spiritual temptation, perseveringly acquiring the heavenly life,
chap. xiii. 8; and "because they have wholly followed the Lord,"
denotes clearly, because they are obedient to the Lord, 3191, 2001.

13. "And the Lord's anger was kindled against Israel," denotes
that therefore the man of the Spiritual Church is averted from the
Lord, 5798, 3654; "and he made them wander to and fro in the
wilderness forty years," denotes the endurance of a full course of
spiritual temptations, chap. xiv. 33-34; and" until all the generation
that had done evil in the sight of the Lord was consumed," denotes
until he is purified from the evils of the merely natural life, 1145,
4839, 10,431.

14. "And behold ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase
of sinful tnen, to augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward
Israel," denotes that all those who make hereditary evil actual with
themselves, in the same way avert themselves from the Lord, become
a corrupted church, and are vastated, 8876, 5076, 5798, 3654, 69975 •

IS. "For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave
them in the wilderness; and ye shall destroy all this people," denotes
that therefore a caution is necessary, lest man should turn a\vay
from the Lord, and thus either 'prolong the state of temptation, or
confirm himself in evil altogether, 10,702, 319I, 2708, 10,510.

16. Their coming near unto him and saying, denotes the perception
of the external man as distinct from the internal, 3863, 3934, 3572,
7010, 1822; "We will build sheepfolds for our cattle and cities for
our little ones here," denotes, both as to the exercises of charity, and
as to the formation of doctrine from the Word, in which are preserved
incipient .good and truth, 4390, 20882, 402, 5946.

17. "But we ourselves will be ready .armed to go before the children
of Israel," denotes that the natural man is ready to co-operate with
the spiritual man against the powers of evil, 3863, 3934, 2686, 3335,
3654; "until we have brought them unto their place," denotes until
a state ,of spiritual rest is obtained, 5947, 2451, 2625; and" our little
ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of
the land," denotes that remains are stored up for future use, and are
adequately defended by the Lord against the influx of evil from the
hells in the meantime, 3183, 2451, 72973, 10,640.

18. "vVe will not return unto our houses until the children of
Israel have inherited every man his inheritance," denotes that the
natural man who co...operates with the spiritual is not content to be
in tranquillity, and in the enjoyment of his own peculiar delight,
unless the spiritual mail is victorious, and each enjoys the delight
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of his own life, 2288, 2233, 3654, 2658. The particular Hebrew word
used in this verse for "inheritance," according to the last reference,
has relation to truth rather than to good, and therefore to the
External than to the In ternal, so that it implies, in the spiritual
sense, that by victory in temptation the External becomes not simply
submissive to the Internal, but completely harmonious with it, as
the furniture of a house does when it is properly arranged by its
owner according to his peculiar tastes.

19. "For we will not inherit with them on the other side Jordan
and forward;' denotes that the man of the external church cannot
realize the heavenly state of the man of the internal, 3863, 3934.,
2658, 10,584 on J ere vii. 24; and "because our inheritance is fallen
unto us 'on this side of Jordan eastward," denotes which is separated
from him even as is the literal sense of the Word from the spiritual
and celestial, because it is of Divine Providence that this should be so,
2658, 9927, 1585, 43°0.

20. Moses saying unto them denotes that these truths are confirmed
by the Word, 7010, 1822; and" if ye will do this thing; if ye wi~l

arm yourselves to go before the Lord to the war," denotes that If
the natural man acts truly, as from himself, and is willing to endure
spiritual temptations, being protected by the truths of the Word,
4258, 1288, 5075, 2686, 3335, 2001, 1664.

21. "And every armed man of you will pass over Jordan before
the Lord, until he hath driven out his enemies from before him,"
denotes at the same time being elevated into the perception of spiritual
realities by the Lord, until evils are entirely subdued, 2686, 1585,
2001, 10,638, 9313, 9306.

22. "And the land be subdued before the Lord," denotes so that
the new heaven for the Spiritual is adequately formed#858, 8054;
"then afterwards ye shall return and be guiltless befcffe the Lord,"
denotes that then the natural marl, in his own heaven, which is the
ultimate, shall be in a state of innocence and truthfulness, 3863,
3934, 2288, 9262, 9306, 2001, 3654, 8054; "and this land shall be
unto you for a possession before the Lord," denotes that the external
man shall enjoy his O\\1n peculiar life, 2028, 2029.

23. "But if ye will not do so, behold ye have sinned against the
Lord; and be sure your sin will find you out," denotes that where
the external man does not so co-operate, there is aversion from the
Lord through disobedience, and man will be confirmed in a state of
evil, and will endure its punishment, 3863, 3934, 2686, 5076, 1857.

24. "Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep;
and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth," denotes that
truly the natural man must remain distinct from the spiritual both
as to the preservation of remains and the reception of charity in
appropriate forms of doctrine; for he must act entirely according to
his. own understanding of Divine Truth, 4309, 20882 , 402, 5946,
33 13, 6987.

. 25. The children of Gad and the children of Reuben speaking unto
Moses, saying, "Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth,"
denotes that those who are in good works and in faith, and consti
tute the external church, both perceive and acknowledge that the
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teaching of the internal man is just, 3863, 3934, 2951, 7010, 1822,
254 1, 4258, 2921, 5486.

26. "Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle,
shall be there in the cities of Gilead," denotes that hence they have
remains, and the affections of truth internal and charity and the good
of innocence external, in the state of natural delight received from
the Lord, 5946, 20882 , 6134, 402, 4117.

27. "But thy servants will pass over, every man that is armed
for war, before the Lord to battle, as my lord saith," denotes that
yet they are fully able to co-operatev from the Lord, with those in
the internal church, or with their own internal man, in the subjuga
tion of evil, according to the law of the Lord, 2541, 4255, 2686, 1664,
2001, 2921, 1822, 7010.

28. Moses giving charge concerning them to Eleazar the priest,
and to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers' houses
of the tribes of the children of Israel, denotes that all this is con
firmed by Divine Truth; by the good and truth of the interior man;
and by the primary truths of the church which govern the external
man, 7o ro, 3382, 9946, 8595, 3728,.7833, 3858, 3654.

29. Moses saying unto them , denotes perception from Divine Truth
by the spiritual man, 7010, 1822, 3654; "If the children of Gad and
the children of Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, every man
that is armed to battle, before the Lord, and the land be subdued
before you," denotes that the man of the external church who is in
good works and in faith must co-operate with the man of the
internal church, in contending against evil; and that evil must be
destroyed, 3934, 3863, 4255, 2686, 1664, 554 ; and" then ye shall give
them the land of Gilead for a possession," denotes that in this case
the natural man will enjoy his own peculiar life, 9946, 8595, 8899,
4 1 17. 2028, 2029. '

30. "But if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall
have possessions among you in the land of Canaan," denotes that
if the natural man is unwilling to co-operate with the spiritual man,
he does not enjoy his own life distinctly and in freedom, but is in
external worship without internal, or in merely selfish religion,
3863, 3934, ver. 29, 2028, 2029, 1063.

31. The children of Gad and the children of Reuben answering
and saying, "As the Lord hath said unto thy servants so will we
do," denotes that those who are in good works and in faith are
willing to obey the commandments of the Lord, 3934, 3863, 2919,
2001, 1822, ver. 25.

32. "We. will pass over armed before the Lord 'in to the land of
Canaan, and the possession of our inheritance shall remain with
us beyond Jordan," denotes that they are willing to co-operate with
the spiritual man in the subjugation of evil, and yet they are per
sistent in having the enjoyment of their own peculiar life, verso
19, 29·

33. Moses giving them, even to the children of Gad and to the
children of Reuben, and unto the half tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the
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kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land according to the cities
thereof, with their borders even the cities of the land round about)
denotes that it is according to Divine Truth that the natural man
who is in good works and in faith, and who also acts from the new
will of good, which is from the Celestial of the Spiritual, should
enjoy all the delights of the natural man internal and external in
harmony therewith, 7010, 8899, 3863, 3934, 6275, 45924, chap. xxi.
23, 33, 402, 7643 2973·

34· The children of Gad building Dibon, and Ataroth and Aroer,
denotes that those who are in good works form to themselves doc
trines concerning the knowledges of good in their varieties, namely,
those having relation to the exterior natural, as to truth, as to good,
and as to innocence, because by the children of Gad are denoted
those in good works, 3934; to build cities denotes to form doctrines,
1187 ; Dibon denotes the knowledges of natural truth, ver. 3 ; Ataroth
denotes the affection of natural truth, ver, 3; and by Aroer is meant
naked, bare, and therefore it denotes, in the best sense, innocence,
or,more particularly, the doctrine relating thereto, 402, 165. .

35· And Atroth-shophan, and jazer, and ]ogbehah, denotes to the
interior, natural in the same way, because by Atroth-shophan is
meant what is crowned, or covered or concealed, and therefore it
denotes the same as Ataroth more interiorly,ver. :3; jazer denotes
doctrine which aids in the interpretation of the Word, or in the
application of knowledge to use, ver. 3; and by Jogbehah is meant
nuhat is lofty, it is said, but not with certainty; but if so it will
denote doctrine relating to motives of life, still more in teriorly, 2148.

36. And Beth-nimr.ah, and Beth-haran: fenced cities and folds for
sheep, denote to the inmost of the natural in the same way, where
is the conjunction between the Natural and the Spiritual; all involv
ing. Divine Truths in general, which protect and preserve good,
because Beth-nimrah denotes the affection of spiritu.al truth; ver. 3;
and by Beth-haran is meant the house of consecration, and therefore
it denotes inmost devotion, chap. xviii. 14, 8042; and fenced cities
and. folds for sheep denote Divine Truths in general which' protect
and-preserve good, ver. 16.

37· The children of Reuben building- Heshbon, and Elealeh, and
Kiriathaim, denotes that those who are in faith form, in like manner,'
doctrines of truth to themselves in their varieties externally, because
the children of Reuben denote those who are in faith, 3863; to build
cities denotes to form doctrines, 1187; Heshbon denotes the know
ledges of spiritual truth, ver. 3; Elealeh denotes the application of
spiritual truth in worship, ver. 3; and by Kiriathaim is meant the
tuio . cities, and therefore it denotes the conjunction of truth and
good in doctrine, 5194, 402.

38. And Nebo, and Baal-meon, and Sibmah, their names being:
changed, denotes, in their varieties internally,. their qualities being
changed, for by regeneration outward forms of truth gain a new
quality from the new life of good or charity, because Nebo denotes
celestial truth or knowledge; Baal-meon denotes the application of.
this .to life; and Sibmah denotes the affection for celestial truth,
ver. .3; while by their names being changed is denoted the new
quality of outward forms acquired by regeneration, 145.

39. The children of Machir the son of Manasseh. going to Gile~d,
and taking it, and dispossessing the Amorites \vhlc~ were therein,
denotes that those who are in truths from the new will of good, and
who are in natural delights, expel fr0111 such natural delights the
general evil principle, chap. xxvi. 29, 1857.

40. Moses giving Gilead to the son of Manasseh, and his dwelling
therein denotes that Divine Truth from the Lord forms the new
natural man, as to doctrine, and that therein he securely dwells
internally, 7010, 8899, 4 1 17, 489, chap. xxvi. 29.

41. J air the son of Man~s~eh going and taking. the towns thereof,
and calling them Havvoth-jair, or the towns of Jair, denotes that the
internal of the Natural as to doctrine is also regenerated, and has .a
new quality from the truth which is from good there, because Jair
means one who is enlightened, and therefore denotes truth from good,
3195; the towns of Gilead denot~ ~he external of the N.atural, 402,
4117; and calling them Havvoth-jair denotes a new quality, 145.

42. Nobah going and taking Kenath and the villages, or daughters;
thereof, and calling it Nobah after his own ~ame, denotes that ~he

sensual man shares in the purification, and IS regenerated, having
also a new .quality from truth which is from good there, becau~e

Nobah means barking like a dog, and therefore denotes those In
truth from good in the lowest or sensual man, 9231; Kenath means
possession, and therefore it denotes the sens~al man regenerated,
2028, 2029; villages, or daughters, denote affections, 489; and a new
name denotes a new quality, 145.

In order clearly to understand the internal sense of this \v~ole

chapter, it will be useful to observe that the part of the promised
land on the eastern side of the river Jordan denotes, generally speak
ing, the natural man as distinguished from the spirit.ual and cele.stial
man which are denoted by the part on the western SIde of that river.
And That the natural man regenerated forms a part of the Lord's
heavenly kingdom is plain from the following remarkable words :
"God hath spoken in His holiness; I will exult: I will divide Shechem,
and mete out the valley of Succoth. Gilead is mine, and Manasseh
is mine; Ephraim also is the defence of mine head; Jud~h is my
sceptre, or lawgiver, Moab is my washpot; upon Edom. WIll. I cast
my shoe· Philistia, shout thou because of me. Who will bnng me
unto the 'strong city? Who hath led me un to Ed01l1?" (Ps. lx. 6-9).
For it is evident that e.ach of ·the names here used, and called HIS
possessions by God Himself, must contain a spiritual sense, Gil.ead
and Manasseh as distinguished from Ephraim, and Judah plainly
signifying what is external in the church, and in heaven, as compared
with what is internal. The parts of the country, therefore, assigned
tu the tribes of Reuben, of Gad, and of Manasseh denote the natural
man regenerated, or in the course of regeneration': and the conquest
of these parts by the Israelites shows that the natural man is to be
brought into subjection by the spiritual man as a preliminary step in
man's heavenward progress. And considering that Ret;ben signifies
faith in the understanding, and' Gad, good works, while Manasseh
denotes the new will of good, according to the correspondences, we
also see why those tribes came into the possession of the district that
had formed the kingdoms of Sihon king of the Amorites and Og the
king of Bashan, and the representation is that the merely natural
man must be subdued, and become the possession of the spiritual man.
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But now, our first t\VO sections teach very plainly that, although
the corrupted natural will and understanding are indeed to be
destroyed as the Amorites were, yet the natural man itself is not to
lose its identity, and its distinctness in the regenerated state. And,
more than this, the new natural man is not only to remain distinct
from the spiritual man, but, in the heavenly state, he is actually
to •be delighted with and to cultivate all his natural affections,
appropriately denoted by the cattle, and all his natural intellectual
powers, not even excluding what relates to the proper use of the
outw.ard senses, which are denoted by the various cities named. And,
indeed, this is very important and practical spiritual instruction.
For the regenerating man, in the beginning of his warfare, is very
apt to imagine, as history shows, that the natural affections and
powers are really to be crushed out of existence when a man devotes
himself to the service of the Lord. But our. chapter shows that this
is not the truth; and, in fact, that there is no natural affection or
power which cannot be consecrated for heavenly uses, or which
cannot minister, in its proper place, to the development of the celestial
and spiritual life.

Nor should we fail to notice, in our careful study of the subject
before us in these sections, the wonderful adaptability of the names
and thus of the correspondences of the various places mentioned to
the requirements of the internal sense. For we must remember that
a single name wrongly applied would have broken the continuity of
the series; nor would it have been possible for any person, without
ascertaining the meaning of the names, and thence their correspond
ences, to-have discerned the particular spiritual import of each, and
thence the properly connected spiritual series involved. And these
remarks are applicable not only to the particulars of this chapter,
but also to those of the following chapter especially, as we shall see.
Also, from these considerations we may be led more and more to
confirm ourselves in the truth that only the Lord Himself could have
caused the Word to be written so as to contain, in every expression,
Divine Wisdom .so wonderfully clothed in human language.

The first verse of the third section shows that, in the progress of
regeneration, yea, even when it is advanced, there is disagreement
between the natural and spiritual man, because the former appears
to be reluctant to engage in the spiritual warfare, and not to recognize
that there should be co-operation, while the latter is disturbed by this
appearance, not, in that state, 'discerning the cause of it. For
although the external or natural man may desire, in an orderly
way, to enjoy and cultivate his proper natural powers, he may not
beunwilling to fight in .the great battle of life, side by side with the
spiritual man, because he may be, in his own degree, a recipient of
good from the Lord. And the lesson for us here, therefore, is that
interior men, such as are or may be represented by Moses, should
not misjudge exterior men, who are, in reality, equally conscientious
with themselves. But proceeding according to the series, we learn,
or are reminded on reflection, that the merely natural man greatly
hinders the spiritual man in his eagerness to attain to the heavenly
life, and is, in itself, opposed to the investigation of . heave~ly
principles by rneans of holy truths from the Word received .wlth
delight. And who has not at some time in his life felt in himself
such opp.osition? For the n~tural man is instru~t~d, in<:ieed, accord.
ing to hIS state In th~ genume trut~s of the spiritual l~fe, an.d ~lso
in the doctrine of charity, but from himself he has not faith sprmgrng
from love and fears to encounter his spiritual adversaries, so that
he is averted from the Lord and is disposed to confirm himself in evil.

CI-IAPTER XXXII

But the rest of this section, in its inner sense, impresses upon us
some weighty truths in connection wi~h the Lord's work o~ redem~
tion, which is represented by the deliverance of th~ Israeh~es from
Egyptian bondage. For we here see that, notwithstanding that
everyone has been redeemed, by the .preserv~tion of t~.e freedom
of the human race to choose either the life of evil or the life .of .good,
yet no person is compelled, and the conseql:lences. of an ~vll h!e or
of a good life still remain the same. That IS, a life of dlsobedlen~e

to the laws of Divine Order either retards the progress of man, In
regeneration by a long course of temptat.ion signified by the 0 ~orty
years' wandering, or it causes total va~tat:on as to ~ll true splr~tual
life since we read that "when man IS In temptation, he IS In a
vastation as to all things that pertain to his proprium, and t~ose
things which are corporeal, for whatever belongs to the prop!"lum
or is corporeal must die, and indeed by combats and tempt~t~ons,

before he is born again a new man, or be~ore he becomes splrlt~al

and celestial, therefore the forty days and nights denote the duration
of vastation. The same meaning is here involved, the subject treated
of being both the temptation of the man of the new church, called
Noah and the devastation of the antediluvians," 730.

In the fourth section, again, there are also some inte:esting and
practical truths in the spiritual sense. And the firs~ IS that the
natural man is submissive to the spiritual, although It appears a.ll
through. as if he might not continue to be so, because doubt IS
expressed by Moses even to the end. Now, this is just ho~ it
happens in the church. The man of the external chur~h, :vho IS a
faithful servant of the Lord, may really be as consclent1~us and
earnest in his determination to do his duty as the man of the Internal
church, and yet the latter, equally consc~entious and true, may not
quite understand his brother in some things ; and thus ea.ch ou~ht
to be considerate, and both have to learn that they have their specific
uses in the kingdom of the Lord. Let us now, therefore, see what
the natural man requires. He must have doctrines of good, dez:~ted

by the sheepfolds, and doctrin~.s of truth den.ote~ by. the c~t1es,

adapted to his external affectton~, and to h~s ~n.terlor del~ghts

grounded in innocence.. For, coz:sldered as an Indlvld~al, he IS to
remain a natural man In the ultimate heaven to eternity. And we
see from the series that the spiritual man, on consideration, recognizes
the truth of this. And, moreover, the spiritual man himself, and
even the celestial man, each in his own heaven, has his correspond
ing natural man; and also, during regeneration, passed through
the preparatory states in which that natural man was led b~ the
Lord. And this is worthy of notice just here, as we have pointed
out, the Lord says, "Gilead is mine, and Manasseh is m.ine." But
this may be interpreted in its several senses. As apph~d. to the
Lord's glorification it means that He made His Human DIVIne even
to the ultimate· the celestial man also was regenerated, and was
first in the mereiy natural state, 286; the ~piritual m8:n ha~ the. ~ame
experience, 18; and, in short, every man IS first, during his sp~rltu~l

training and trial, introduced into the delights of the natural life, In
order that he may learn properly to use his natural powers. But as
to this read 4117.

But, all the same, the regenerating natural man knows, as we
learn in the next place, that he must establish spiritual and celestial
life in himself, and be connected therewith by influx and correspond
ence, in order that he may be a true natural man; and therefore he
knows that he must fight the good fight of faith, so to speak, side
by side with his brethren. And so he, too, puts on the whole armour
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of God, namely, the breastplate of righteousness; the shoes of iron
and brass which are the literal truth and good of the Word (Deut.
xxxiii. 25'); the shield of faith; the helmet of salvation; and the
sword of the Spirit which is the inner truth of the Word, and does
not rest from the warfare until the victory is gained, and his internal
man is in peace, so that he also may go horne to his place.

But then in the meantime, we must not forget the natural man
is unci~r th~ Lord's protection; for although, as of himself, he builds
the sheepfolds and the cities, yet he knows that" Except the Lord
build the house, they labour in vain that b~ild i.t; "except the ..Lord
keepeth the city, the watchman waketh but In vain (Ps, CXXVll. I);

and he has a clear perception also, "that the man of the .external
church cannot realize the heavenly state of the man of the Internal,
which is separated from hin: even as is .th: literal ser;s~ of the .Word
from the spiritual and celestial, because It I~ of the I?Ivlne Providence
that this should be so " (ver. 19). For casting lots, In ~he best s~nse,

signifies full submission to the will of the Lord. These things,
therefore are the essential truths of the fourth section.

In the fifth and sixth sections, however, we are spiritually instructed
regarding t\VO points. The first is that all the operations of Divine
Providence do not in the least interfere with the freedom and reason
of. man ; that those who freely act, according to good and truth
and thus in harmony wi thDivine Providence are regenerated; and,
consequently, that those who do not so act cannot be regenerated.
For it is of the Lord's appointment that every person may be saved
who so chooses; that if anyone does not so choose he acts contrary
to the Lord's will ; and that yet the Divine Being controls all things
and provides nothing but good for all mankind. For which reason
it happens that even the wicked in the hells are not deprived of their
life; that, by permission, they suffer terribly whenever they violate.
Divine laws on their own plane of life; and that with everyone of
them the. fear of punishment finally overcomes the love of doing evil.
But the other point above referred to is that the natural man is
regenerated, and fully enjoys his own proper life to eternity, because,
by •the power of the Lord, he has finally overCOlne not only all evil
and falsity in general, as represented by the Amorites with their
king Sihon, but all evil and falsity essentially, that is, selfish love
and its delusions, which are signified by the Amorites with their
ruler, Og the king of Bashan. And herein we see that it is impossible
that good and evil can continue to co-exist to eternity in any human
being.

But, finally, in addition to this our last two sections emphatically'
teach, in their internal sense, that the heavenly life is a life of perfect
order, in which, even on the. natural plane, every voluntary faculty
and every intellectual faculty has its appointed place and its appointed
function, which state of perfection is fully represented, first by the
division of the country on the eastern side of the river Jordan into
three distinct districts, assigned respectively to the Gadites, the
Reubeni tes, and the Manassites, who denote successively good works,
faith, and charity; the Gadites, occupying the central district, in
order to show that good works, or the good of life, is the united
expression in ultimates of charity on the one hand, and of faith on
the other. And, secondly, the state of heavenly perfection is further
represen ted by the men tion of the various cities in the respective
divisions of the country, the very meaning of the names in each
case corresponding to certain spiritual principles in a series, and
thus indicating, in a very remarkable manner, the great exactness
with which each term is applied in the composition of the Holy

CHAPTER XXXIi

Word, abundantly demonstrating, indeed, that it cannot be of any
merely human origin, but must incontrovertibly be what it affirms
itself to be, namely, the Word of the Lord, wonderfuly adapted, by
the law of correspondence, to be alike an eternal source of instruc
tion for angels and for men; and, more than that, an eternal means
of conjunction between heaven and earth and between human beings
and the Lord, not only generally but individually. For the Lord
teaches every one by the Word either directly or indirectly, since
nothing but' the truths of the Word can enable anyone to become
regenerated, and thus to enter into the kingdom of heaven.



CHAP12ER XXXIII

ing from truth and good to
states of evil.

CHAPTER XXXIII

SUMl\1ARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. The subject of whole chapter is the changes of state through
which the man of the church passes in the course of regeneration,
which are all inscribed on his memory, verso 1-2.

2. The first general state includes deliverance from evil, a state
of instruction, and some preparatory states of temptation, verso 1-15-

3. The second general state involves more temptations, and a
gradual advance towards a state of the good of truth or of charity J

accompanied by successive states of instruction and a realization of
more distinct states of natural delight in good and truth, verso 16-36.

4. And the third general state describes other states of temptation,
during which there is a decline to a state of adulterated good,
verso 37-49.

5. But now revelation follows concerning deliverance from this
temptation, and an advance into the heavenly state in which evils and
errors are to be entirely abolished,' or removed, because otherwise
falsities would obscure the light of. truth, weaken the life of charity,
and pervert the life of love to the Lord, verso 50-56.

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

3. And they journeyed
from Rarneses in the first
month, on the fifteenth day
of the first month; on the
morrow after the passover
the children of Israel went
out with an high hand in the
sight of all the Egyptians,

4. While the Egyptians
were burying all their first
born, which the LORD had
smitten among them: upon
their gods also the LORD
executed judgements.

5. And the children of
Israel journeyed from Ram
eses, and pitched in Sue
coth.

3. But separation from
falsity and evil which are
destructive of. the heavenly
life, first takes place when
faith in the Lord commences,
and' this in a new state of
spiritual life involving deliver
ance from evil, purification,
and conjunction with the
Lord, the Divine power being
manifested even before those
who are in evil,

4. For in the Judgment,
the wicked freely reject all
faith in the Lord, because
they reject all charity and
love, and are confirmed in the
falsities of their evil.

5. But the good are deliv
ered from the falsity of evil,
and are brought into a holy
state of truth derived from
good,

I. These are the journeys
of. the children of Israel,
when they went forth out of
the land of Egypt by their
hosts under the hand of
Moses and Aaron.

2. And Moses wrote their
goings out according to
their journeys by the com
mandment of the LORD:

and these are their journeys
according to their goings
out. .

I. These are the changes
of state through which the
Ulan of the Spiritual Church
passes, when he is delivered
from the bondage of the
merely natural man, by means
of Divine Truths in their
ordination and arrangement,
in subordination to the power
of Divine Truth and Divine
Good:

2. And these states are all
inscribed on the memory of
the man of that church, in
their succession according to
the laws of Divine Order in
proceeding from states of evil
to states of instruction in
truth and good, or in declin-

6. And they journeyed
from Succoth, and pitched
in Etham, which is in the
edge of the wilderness.

7. And they journeyed
from Etham, and turned
back unto Pi-hahiroth,
which is before Baal-
zephon: and they pitched
before Migdol.

8. And they journeyed
from before Hahiroth, and
passed through the midst of
the sea into the wilderness:

MM

6. This being succeeded by
another state in which the
power of truth is increased,
because a state of temptation
is impending, and consequent
obscurity.

7. Hence there is a decline
from good, because man is
not yet prepared, and the way
must be opened by the excite
ment of hidden evils, when
truth operates from above and
within, and evil from below
and without.

8. So that there is in this
temptation a full manifesta
tion of the power of Hell,
succeeded by obscurity as to
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and they went three days'
journey in the wilderness of
Etham, and pitched in
Marah ,

g. And they journeyed
from Marah, and came unto
Elim: and in Elim were
twelve springs of water, and
threescore and ten palm
trees; and they pitched
there.

10. And they journeyed
from Elim, and pitched by
the Red Sea.

IT. And they journeyed
from the Red Sea, and
pitched in the wilderness of
Sino

12. Arid they journeyed
from the wilderness of Sin,
and pitched in Dophkah.

13. Arid they journeyed
from Dophkah, and pitched
in Alush.

14. Arid they journeyed
from Alush, and pitched in
Rephidim, where was no
water for the people to
drink.

IS. ,And they journeyed
from Rephidim, and pitched
in the wilderness of Sinai.

16. And they journeyed
from the wilderness of Sinai,
and pitched in Kibroth-hat
taavah ,

the life of truth, and followed
by aversion therefrom.

9. But now follows consola
tion, with enlightenment and
affection, because there is
abundance of truth, and a full
state of the holy good of
truth. '

10. And yet again the state
is changed, and evils are
again operative from the hells,

I I. Leading to the obscurity
of truth, and discontent,

12. Followed by stronger
promptings from evil,

13. And the increasin.g power
of infernal false persuasions,

14. Succeeded by -temporary
peace and rest, with a scarcity
as to truths.

IS. And consequently Divine
Revelation follows, giving
instruction in truths through
a 'state of obscure good. And
this is the concIusion of the
first general state of the man
of the church.

16. But after states of in
struction further states of
temptation succeed, the first
of which is from the lusts of

17. Arid they journeyed
from Kibroth-hattaavah, and
pitched in Hazeroth.

18. And they journeyed
from Hazeroth, and pitched
in Rithmah.

19. And they journeyed
from Rithmah, and pitched
in Rimmon-perez ,

20. And they journeyed
from Rirnmon-perez, and
pitched in Libnah.

2 I. And they journeyed
from Libnah, and pitched in
Rissah.

22 . And they journeyed
from Rissah, and pitched in
K.ehelatl1ah.

23. And they journeyed
from Kehelathah, and
pitched in mount Shepher.

24. And they journeyed
from mount Shepher, and
pitched in Haradah,

25. And they journeyed
from Haradah, and pitched
in Makheloth.

MM2

the flesh, that is, from sensual
and corporeal affections of
various kinds,

17. 'tVhich is followed by a
temporary state of external
tranquillity, during which
nevertheless, the truth IS

profaned and falsified by
being separated from good,
or from things interior. and
applied to selfish purposes;

18. After which succeeds
another state of obscurity
arising from inferior percep
tion as· to truths,

19. But followed by one of
simple obedience to good from
truths, accompanied by fluc
tuations as the result of that
obscurity.

20. And thence arises a
more advanced state as to
exterior truths,

2 I. Succeeded by a state
of peace and tranquillity,

22. And then by a more
perf.ect arrangement of truths
under the good of truth,

23. Resulting in a state of
natural delight in good and
truth,

24. Which produces a state
of holy fear and reverence,

2 5~ This being followed by
a still closer drawing together
of truths.
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26. And they journeyed
from Makheloth, and
pitched in Tahath ,

27. And they journeyed
from Tahath, and pitched in
Terah.

26. And now follows, there
fore, a state of submission to
the Divine 'Will,

27. Which leads to greater
freedom of life, a grateful
sphere of good, and a wider
extension of truths,

37. And they journeyed
from Kadesh, and pitched in
mount Hor, in the edge of
the land of Edom ,

'sion of the second period of
preparation for heaven.

37. But the third period
must involve further tempta
tions, and first, therefore,
apparent removal from the
good of truth to a state of
desolation arising from the
corrupted natural man;

33. Thirdly a state of in
terior happiness and delight;

34. Fourthly a further ad
vance in interior good;

32. Then a holy state of
good in act or of good works;

28. So that another state
of natural delight follows,

38. Through which cor
rupted natural good is re
jected, when the state of
temptation is completed, and
the man of the church is
entirely delivered from the
predominance of natural love,
those who are in that love
having little remains of faith.

39. But, with those who are
in heavenly good, remains are
full in all respects;

42 • And this is increased in
the next stage of descent,

41. Still there is a further
departure from the good of
truth, and hence greater
obscurity,

40. And the rational faculty
,of the merely natural man,
which rules with those who
are in external worship with
out internal, and appears to
be in the light of truth, is then
subdued.

43. Leading to a state of
the merely natural life,

44. And thus involving a
passing over to evil states,

40. .And the Canaanite,
the king of Arad, which
dwelt in the South in the
land of Canaan, heard of the
coming of the children of
Israel'.

4 1 • And they journeyed
from mount 1-1or, and
pitched in Zalmonah.

.38. And Aaron the priest
went up into mount Hor at
the commandment of the
LORD, and 'died there, in the
fortieth year after the chil
dren of Israel were come out'
of the land of Egypt, in the
fifth month, on the first day
of the month.

42 • And they journeyed
from Zalmonah, and pitched
in Punon.

39. Arid Aaron was an
.hundred and twenty and
three years old, when he died
in mount Hor.

43- And they journeyed
from Punon, and pitched in
Oboth.

44. And they journeyed
from Oboth, and pitched m

a state of
exterior good

35. Fifthly
strengthened
and truth;

31. And now follows in
order, first a state of instruc
tion in interior truths;

36. And lastly a full state
of the good of truth, or of
charity, the result of all pre
vious trials, and the conclu-

29. Succeeded by renewed
activity of the understanding,
with acknowledgment of the
Lord in faith and act,

30. And resulting in more
definite instruction, and a
strengthening of external and
internal bonds.

36. And they journeyed
from Ezion-geber, and
pitched in the wilderness of
Zin (the same is Kadesh).

32. And they journeyed
from Bene-jaakan, 'and
pitched in Hor-haggidgad.

33. And they journeyed
from Hor-haggidgad, and
pitched in Jotbathah.

:34. And they journeyed
from Jotbathah, and pitched
in Abronah.

35. And they journeyed
from Abronah, and pitched
in Ezion-geber.

30 . And they journeyed
from Hashmonah, and
pitched in Moseroth ,

31. And they journeyed
from Moseroth, and pitched
in Bene-jaakan.

28. And they journeyed
from Terah, and pitched in
Mithkah.

29. And they journeyed
from Mithkah, and pitched
in Hashmonah.
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Iye-abarim, in the border of
Moab.

45. And they journeyed
from Iyim, and pitched in
Dibon-gad.

46. And they journeyed
from Dibon-gad, and
pitched in Almon-dibla
thaim.

47. Arid they journeyed
from Almon-diblathaim, and
pitched in the mountains of
Abarim, before Nebo.

48. And they journeyed
from the mountains of
Abarim, and pitched in the
plains of Moab by the Jor
dan at Jericho.

49. And they pitched by
Jordan, from Beth-jeshimoth
even unto Abel-shittim in
the plains of Moab.

50. And the LORD spake
unto Moses in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying,

5I. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, When ye pass over
Jordan into the land of
Canaan,

45. In which there is an.
approach to adulterated good;

46. And this IS still more
intensified,

47. Until falsity seems to
be triumphant,

48. And .a confirmed state
of ad ulterated good to be
inevitable,

49. Because a state most
external involving desolation
and mourning is reached.

50. And then revelation
from Divine Good by Divine
Truth follows,

5 I . Giving perception to the
man of the church concerning
deliverance from temptation,

53. And ye shall take pos
session of the land, and
dwell therein: for unto you
have I given the land to
possess it.

54. And ye shall inherit
the land by lot according to
your families; to the more
ye shall give the more in
heritance, and to the fewer
thou shalt give the less in
heritance: wheresoever the
lot falleth to any man, that
shall be his; according. to
the tribes of your fathers
shall ye inherit.

55. But if ye .will not
drive out the inhabitants of
the land from before you;
then shall those which ye let
retnain of them be as pricks
in your eyes, and as thorns
in your sides, and they shall
vex you in the land wherein
ye dwell.

56. And it shall come to
pass, that as I thought to do
unto them, so will I do unto
you.

53. So that good shall take
the place of evil, and truth
the place of falsity in the
church;

54. And by Divine Provi
dence. everyone shall come
into the delight of his own
good, with all variety accord
ing to the quality of good,
since it is the Lord who im
parts good to every man
according to the particular
state of each, which is estab
lishedunder the general state
in societies, or in the heavens.

55. For evil must necessarily
be expelled when good rules,
since otherwise falsities would
obscure the light of truth,
weaken the life of charity,
and pervert the life of love
to the Lord;

56. And thus the church
would be destroyed, since evil
must inevitably suffer the
punishment of evil, which is
vastation as to all good and
truth.

52. Then ye shall drive
out all the inhabitants of the
land from before you, and
destroy all their figured
stones, and destroy all their.
molten images,· and' de
molish all their high places:

52. In which evils are to
be entirely overcome ; falsities
external and internal are to
be removed; and all states of
the false worship of the Lord
are to be destroyed;
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of instruction in truth and good, or in declining from states of truth
and good to states of evil, 7010, 8620, 1851, 1457, 5486, ~OOI.

3. Journeying from Rarneses denotes separation from falsity and
evil, which are destructive of the heavenly life, because Rameses
means son of the sun, he that dest-roys evil, and bo-rn of the sea or
roaring like the sea, and thus denotes in the best sense truth from
good, and in the opposite sense falsity from evil, 489, 2441, 9755; the
first month denotes the commencement of faith, 851, 7828, 7831; the
fifteenth day of the month denotes a new state of spiritual life, 8400;
and on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel going out
with a high hand in the sight of the Egyptians, denotes deliverance
from evil, purification, and conjunction with the Lord, the Divine
power being manifested even before those who are in evil, 3998, 7867,
7886, 7900, 3654, 1851, 878, 2403, 6692.

4. The Egyptians burying all their firstborn, which the Lord had
smitten among them; and the Lord executing judgments upon their
gods, denotes that, in the judgment, the wicked freely reject all faith
in the Lord, because they reject all charity and love, arid are con
finned in the falsities of their own evil, 6692, 4564, 3325, 7778, 2001,
7871 , 696; 10,648, 5068.

5. Journeying from Rameses and pitching in Succoth, denotes that
the. goods are delivered from the falsity of evil and are brought into
a holy state of truth derived from good, because by Succoth is meant
booths or tents, and therefore it denotes a holy state of truth from
good, ver: 3, 4392, 7972 •

6. Journeying from Succoth and pitching in the valley of Etham,
\vhich is in the edge of the wilderness, denotes succession to a state
in which the power of truths is increased, because a state of tempta
tion is impending, and consequent obscurity, 1457, vera 5, 1616, 1723,
7643, 2708. But Etham means their strength, and thus denotes the
increase of the power of truth, 3727 end.

7. Journeying from Etham, and turning back unto Pi-hahiroth,
which is before Baal-zephon: and pitching before Migdol, denotes
that hence there is a decline from good, because man is not yet
prepared, and the \vay must be opened by the excitement of hidden
evils, when truth operates from above and within, and evil from
below and without, because journeying from Etham denotes a decline
from good, since man is not yet prepared for temptation, ver. 6;
turning back denotes declension to evil, 2454; by Pi-hahiroth is meant
the rnoutli of the caverns, or the opening of liberty, and thus it
denotes the opening of the way for temptation by the excitement of
hidden evils, 8910, 2463, 9801, 2874;. by Baal-zephon is meant the
idol, or lord, of the north, also the lord 01 what is hidden, and there
fo:e it d.enotes the concealed operation of. evil, 10,642, 1605; and by
Migdol IS meant a tower, and therefore It denotes the operation of
truth from above, 4599, 8129, 8130.

8. Journeying from before Hahiroth and passing through the midst
of the sea into the wilderness, denotes a full manifestation of the

power of hell succeeded by obscurity as to the life of truth, 1457,
ver. 7, 82°5, 2708; and going three days'journey in the wilderness of
Etham and pitching in Marah, denotes a state of aversion as to
truth, 3335, 8347, 27°8, ver, 6, 1616, 8349, 8350.

I t is to be observed that what is called in this verse the wilderness
of Etharn, is called in Exodus xv. the wilderness of Shur; and a com
parison of the signification of Shur, 8346, with that of Etham will
show the reason of this, namely, that in this case it is the power of
truth in temptations that is described, whereas in Exodus it is the
weakness of truth which has not yet gained life on account of the
power of falsity from evil, Shur meaning an enemy and a 71.1 all , and
thus denoting evil and its falsity, 2851 , 6419.

9. Journeying from Marah and coming to Elim denotes progress
to a state of consolation; for by Elim is meant rams, and thus it
denotes internal or spiritual good.. with its innocence, vera 8, 10,042;
twelve springs of water denote abundance of truth, 8367-8; seventy
palm-trees denote a full state of the holy good of truth, 8369;
and pitching there evidently, denotes the enjoyment of that state,
1616.

10. Journeying from Elim and pitching by the Red Sea denotes
that yet again the state is changed, evils from the hells being again
operative, ver. 9, 8205.

II. Journeying from the Red Sea, and pitching in the wilderness
of Sin, denotes leading to the obscurity of truth, and discontent,
because by Sin is meant bush, or clay, and therefore it denotes a
state of the obscurity of truth and of discontent, ver. 10, 2708, 273,
6669, 6832, 8398.

12. Journeying from the wilderness of Sin, and pitching in
Dophkah, denotes stronger promptings from evil following', because
this word is under a root which means to beat or to drive as applied
to cattle, and thus it denotes stronger promptings from evil, 1457,
ver. II. 1616, g08r.

13. Journeying from Dophkah and pitching in Alush denotes the
increasing power of infernal false persuasions, because by Alush is
meant a lion's den, and therefore it denotes such persuasions,
ver. 12, 6367.

14. Journeying from Alush and pitching in Rephidim, where was
no water for the people to drink, denotes succession to a state of
temporary peace and rest with a scarcity as to truths, because by
Rephidim is meant beds or places of rest, and therefore it denotes
a state of peace and rest, accompanied by an arrangement of truths
to undergo temptations, 7353, 7354, 8561, '2702, 3168.

IS. Journeying from Rephidim and pitching in the wilderness of
Sinai,· denotes that consequently Divine Revelation follows, giving
instruction in truths, through a state of obscure good; this being the
conclusion of the first general state of the man of the church, because
Sinai probably has the same meaning, generally, as Sin, 1457,
ver. 14, 1616, ver, I I, 8753.

16. Journeying from the wilderness of Sinai, and pitching in
Kibroth-hattaavah, denotes that after states of instruction further
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states of temptation succeed, the first of which is from the lusts of
the flesh, that is, from 'sensual and corporeal affections of various
kinds, because Kibroth-hattaavah means the gra'ves of lust, ver. IS,
8452, chap. xi. 34. '

17. Journeying from Kibroth-hattaavah and pitching in Hazeroth,
denotes that a state of external tranquillity follows, during which,
nevertheless, the truth is profaned and falsified by, being separated
from good, or frorn things interior, and applied to selfish purposes,
because by Hazeroth is meant a village, a court, or a porch, and
therefore it denotes what is external, and there Miriam and Aaron
spake against Moses, 3270, 3271, chap. xii. throughout.

18. Journeying- from Hazeroth and pitching in Rithmah, denotes
that after this succeeds another state of obscurity arising from inferior
perception as to truths, because by Rithmah is meant broom, which
being a shrub growing in the wilderness, therefore denotes obscurity
of perception as to truth, ver. 17, 2682.

19. Journeying from Rithmah and pitching in Rimmon-perez,
denotes passage to a state of simple obedience to good from truths,
accompanied by fluctuations as the result of the obscurity, because
by Rirnmon is meant a pomegranate, and by perez is meant a breach,
and therefore they denote, when taken together, obedience with
fluctuations, ver. 18, 9552, 9163. It is said" obedience" because a
pomegranate denotes good, and as a fruit, good in act, 1873, and
" fluctuation" because breaches imply this spiritually.

20. Journeying from Rimmon-perez and pitching in Libnah,
denotes that thence arises a more advanced state as to exterior truths,
because by Libnah is meant whiteness, and thus it denotes truths,
ver. 19, 3993 5

•

21. Journeying from Libnah and pitching in Rissah, denotes succes
sion to a state of peace, and tranquillity, because by Rissah is meant
watering, or distillation or dew, and thus a state of tranquillity is
indicated, ver. zo, 93.

22. Journeying from Rissah and pitching" in Kehelathah, denotes
then by a 1110re perfect arrangement of truths under the good of
truth, because by Kehelathah is meant assembly, or congregation,
and therefore it denotes such arrangement, ver. 2 I, 6338.

23. Journeying from Kehelathah, and pitching in mount Shepher,
denotes resulting in a state of natural delight in good and truth,
because by mount Shepher is meant pleasantness, beauty, and there
fore it denotes what is delightful, ver. 22,' 994, 553.

24. Journeying from mount Shepher and pitching in Haradah,
denotes which produces a state of holy fear and reverence, because
by •Haradah is meant fear or trembling, and thus it denotes this
spiritually, ver. 23, 5459.

25. Journeying from Haradah and pitching in Makheloth, denotes
that this state is followed by a still closer drawing together of truths,
because by Makheloth is meant congregations or assemblies, ver,
24,6338.

26. Journeying from Makheloth and pitching in Tahath, denotes
that now follows a state of submission to the Divine Will, because
by Tahath is meant 'under, and therefore, it denotes submission,
ver. 25, 1937.

27. Journeying from Tahath and pitching in Terah, denotes greater
freedom of life, a grateful sphere of good, and a wider extension of
truths, because by Terah is meant to breathe, scent, bloui, and there
fore it denotes the things named, ver, 26, 97, 9229, 4628.

28. Journeying from Terah and pitching in Mithkah, denotes
another state of natural delight, because by Mithkah is meant sweet
ness, and therefore, like honey, it denotes natural delight, ver. 27,
5620.

29. Journeying from Mithkah and pitching in Hashrnornh, denotes
succession to renewed activity of the understanding, because by
Hashmonah is meant diligence, or enumeration, or embassy, or
present, and thus it denotes the activity of the understanding, ver. 28,
8360, 10,2 17, 42 39, 5619.

30 . Journeying from Hashmonah and pitching in Moseroth, denotes
resulting- in more definite instruction, and a strengthening of
external and internal bonds, because by Moseroth is meant erudition,
or discipline, or bonds, and therefore it denotes the things named,
ver. 29, 38 2 0 4 , 1937, 9°96.

3 1 • Journeying from Moseroth and pitching in Bene-jaakan,
denotes that now follows in order, first a state of instruction in
interior truths, because by Bene-jaakan is meant the sons of Jaakan
who possessed certain Beeroth, or wells, and thus the place called
Bene-jaakan or Beeroth denotes instruction in truths, ver. 30, 489,
270 2 •

32 . Journeying from Bene-jaakan and pitching in Hor-haggidgad,
denotes a succeeding state of good in act, or of good works, because
by Hor-haggidgad is meant the mountain of [elicitv , or of a troop,
and therefore it denotes good works, ver. 3 I, 795, 3934.

33. Journeying from Hor-haggidgad and pi tching in J otba thah,
denotes, thirdly, a state of interior happiness and delight, because
by Jotbathah is meant seeming good or happy, since it is under a
root with this meaning, and denotes happiness spiritually, ver. 32 ,

6392 •

34· Journeying from Jotbathah and pitching in Abronah, denotes
fourthly, a further advance in interior good, because by Abronah is
meant a mountain. pass, and therefore it denotes an advance in
interior states, ver. 33, 795, 5338.

35· Journeying from Abronah and pitching in Ezion-geber, denotes
fift.hly, a sta~e of strengthened exterior good and truth, because by
Ezion-geber IS meant the counsel of the strong man, and thus it
denotes such a state, as appears from the fact that Ezion-geber was
a part of Edom which denotes natural good with doctrine adjoined,
ver. 34, 3322.

36. Journeying from Ezion-geber and pitching in the wilderness
of Zin, the same being Kadesh, denotes lastly a full state of the
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good of truth, or of charity, the result of all previous trials, and the
conclusion of the second period of preparation for heaven, 1457,
ver. 35, 1616, 2708, chap. xxvii. 14.

37. Journeying from Kadesh, and pitching in mount Hor in the
edge of the land of Edam, denotes that the third period must involve
further temptations, and first therefore apparent removal from the
good of truth to a state of desolation arising from the corrupted
natural man, because by mount Hor is denoted a state of desolation
as to good and truth, chap. xx. 22, 1675, ver. 36, 7643, 3322.

38. Aaron the priest going up to mount Hor and dying there,
denotes through which corrupted natural good is rejected, chap. xx,
24-29; at the, commandment of the Lord in the fortieth year after
the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, denotes
when the state of temptation is completed, and the man of the church
is entirely delivered from the predominance of natural love, 5486,
730, 3654, 8866; and in the fifth month, on the first day of the month,
denotes when there is little remains of faith, 5291, 851, 7891.

39·. Ac:ron being a hundred and twenty and three years old, when
he died In mount Hor, denotes that with those who are in heavenly
good remains are full in all respects, 9946, 575.

40. The Canaanite the king of Arad, which dwelt in the south in
the •land, of Canaan, hearing of the coming of the children of Israel,
denotes. that the rational faculty of the merely natural man, which
rules with tho~e who ~re in external worship without internal, and
appears to be In the light of truth, is then subdued, chap. xxi. 1-3.

41. journeying from mount Hor, and pitching in Zalmonah
denotes that there is.a farther departure from the good of truth, and
hence greater obscurity, because by Zalmonah is meant a shade, and
therefore it denote's a state of obscurity, ver. 37, 2.367.

42. Journeying from Zalmonah and pitching in Punon denotes
that this is increased in the next stage of descent, because 'although
the. meaning of Punon is uncertain, the series or context of the
spiritual sense indicates this, verso 37-4 1 • '

43· Journeying from Punon and pitching in Oboth denotes leading
to a state of the merely natural life, because by Oboth is probably
meant bottles, or wine-skins, and therefore it denotes an external
state, ver. 42, chap. xxi. 10.

44· Journeying from Oboth and pitching in Iye-abarim in the border
of 1\10ab, d~no~es thus involving a passing over to evil states, because
by Iy~-abanm IS meant the heaps of Abarim, and thus a passing over
to .evIl states; and Moab denotes a state of adulterated good, chap.
XXI. J I, 7643.

45· Journeying from Iyim, and pitching in Dibon-gad, denotes an
aPRroach to adult.erate.d good, because Dibon-gad denotes the external
rational faculty, In this place corrupted, ver. 44, chap. xxi. 30 •

. 46. Journeyin&" f~om pibon-ga~ and pitching in Almon-diblathairn,
denotes that this IS still more intensified, because this expression
means th~ concealment of the two dried figs, and thus denotes the
natural will and understanding corrup.ted, ver. 45, 8230, 217, 683.

47. Journeying from Alrnon-diblathaim and pitching in the moun
tains of Abarim before Nebo, denotes until falsity seems to be
triumphant, because by the mountains of Abarim are denoted evils
interiorly giving a passage to evils exteriorly, 795, 832 1 , 8323; and by
Nebo is meant one that speaks, prophesies, or fructifies, and there
fore it denotes celestial truth or knowledge, but here in the opposite'
sense because the series is declining, falsity, chap. xxxii. 3, xxi, 25-30.

48. Journeying from the mountains of Abarim, and pitching .in the
plains of Moab, by the Jordan at Jericho, denotes that a confirmed
state of adulterated good appears to be inevitable, 1457, ver. 47, 1616,
2418, 2468, 1585, 8815.

49. Pitching by Jordan from Beth-jeshirnoth, even unto Abel-shittim
in the plains of Moab, denotes a state most external involving desola
tion and mourning, 1616, 1585, 2418, 2468, because by Beth-jeshimoth
is meant the house of the desert, and therefore it denotes a state of
desolation, 2708, and by Abel-shittim is meant the mourning of the
cedars, and therefore it denotes a state of mourning, as well as a
state of claiming merit, 9472.

50. The Lord speaking unto Moses, in the plains of Moab by the
Jordan at Jericho, saying, denotes revelation from Divine Good by
Divine Truth in that state, 2001, 2951, 7010, ver. 48, 1822.

51. "Speak -unto the children of Israel, and say unto them ,"
denotes perception to the man of the church, 2951, 3654, 1822; and
"when ye pass over Jordan into the land of Canaan," denotes deliver
ance from a state of temptation, 8321, 8323, 1585, 3705.

52. "Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from
before you," denotes that evils are to be entirely overcome, 10,638;
"destroy all their figured stones, and destroy all their molten
images," denotes that falsities external and internal are to be removed,
8869; and "demolish all their high places" denotes that all states
of the false worship of the Lord are to be destroyed, 2722. .

53. "And ye shall take possession of the land, and dwell therein;
for unto you have I given the land to possess it," denotes that good
shall take the place of evil, and truth the place of falsity in the
church, 2658, 3705, 1293, 8899.

54. "And ye shall inherit the land by lot according unto your
families," denotes that by Divine Providence every one shall come
into the delight of his own good with all variety according to the
quality of good, 2658, 3705, 994213, '3239, 494, 7833; "to the more
ye shall give the n10re inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give
the less inheritance," denotes that it is the Lord who imparts good
to everyone, according to the particular state of each, 8899, 6172,
3417, 9373 end; "wheresoever the lot falleth to any man that shall be
his; according to the tribes of your fathers shall ye inherit," denotes
that the particular state of each is established under the general state
in societies, or in the heavens, ,6494, 3858, 2658. .

55. "But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from
before you; then shall those which ye let remain of them be as
pricks in your eyes, and as thorns in your sides, and they shall vex
you in the land ","herein ye dwell," denotes that evil must necessarily
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be expelled when good rules, since otherwise falsities would obscure
the light of truth, weaken the life of charity, and pervert the life of
love to the Lord, 10,638, 273, 3310, 2701, 9495, 9308: 3705, 1293.

56. "And it shall come to pass that as I thought to do unto them
so will I do unto you," denotes that thus the church would be
destroyed, since evil must inevitably suffer the punishment of evil,
which is vastation as to all good and truth, 4979, 696, 10,638, 306.

Since this chapter describes the journeyings of the children of Israel
after they were delivered from Egyptian bondage, and it has been
long well known that Egyptian bondage represents the bondage of
sin, and also that the land of Canaan,. to which they journeyed,
represents the kingdom of the Lord in heaven and upon earth, it
follows that these journeyings signify the changes of state which
man passes through in the course of his regeneration. For no one
can enter the kingdom of heaven who is not regenerated (John iii. 5).
And again, if the whole of the journeys have this representation in
the\Vord of the Lord, then also it follows that each journey describes
a particular state. Arid it now follows, therefore, that our chapter in
its in ternal sense is a very interesting one, although, in its literal
sense, it consists almost entirely of mere names. Let us then care
fully consider it. And first, the introduction teaches us one or two
things. The Israelites had two leaders, who were directed by the
Lord, and spiritually they represent the Divine Wisdom, and the
Divine Love by which men are really guarded in this wonderful
journey of regeneration. But this Divine Wisdom is expressed in the
Divine Word ; and so we see that the Lord leads every man, and
regenerates him by means of the Word. Secondly, the Israelites .left
Egypt by their hosts, or by their armies; and from this we have
learned that regeneration is an orderly process, for an army is a very
different thing from an undisciplned rabble, or crowd, without any
organiza tion.

But again W~ are here told that Moses wrote out the journeys of
this people by the commandment of the Lord. And remembering
that in the spiritual sense to write in a book signifies to impress
upon the nlen10ry, we learn that all the states through which man
passes in regeneration are impressed upon his memory. We never,
therefore, really lose anything from our memories, although we may
appear to do so; and consequently we are told, by the Lord Himself,
that of every idle word that man shall speak he shall give an account
in the day of j udgrnent ; and this day of judgment is, of course, a
part of maris experience in regeneration (Matt. xi. 36). And lastly,
we have to observe, regarding this general introduction, that the
writing was done .at the commandment of the Lord. And we have
also learned, in our previous studies, that commanding- denotes
influx, 5486. That is, in the most general sense the Lord, Who is the
self-existent life, flows into man with that life so that it appears in
him just as if it were his own, notwithstanding that it is received
continually, or moment by moment. And this truth is so important
that it n1ay be considered as fundamental. For whether a person is
regenerated or not depends upon his acknowledgment of this truth
of influx. And it is thus: if a man , judging according- to the appear
ance, persuades himself that his life is his own, and continues and
persists in that. persuasion, he will never be regenerated and saved;
but if, on the other hand, he acknowledges the Lord, and that he is
a constant recipient of the Divine life, accommodated to his state,
then also he will be regenerated, provided he confesses his responsi-

bility; acknowledges that of himself, or apart from the Lord! he is
nothing but evil; shuns the evils and errors that 'he finds in himself ;
and lives according to the laws of Divine Order, given also by influx
'from the Lord in His Word. Hence then we now see that our
chapter opens with a most appropriate introduction in the internal
sense, and is indeed worth reflecting upon continually.

But there is one thing more involved in, what is, here said. The
journeys according to their .goings out involve, as the whole account
shows, procedure from states of evil to states of truth and good, or
from states of truth and good to states of evil, and thus are a descrip
tion of fluctuating states.

'The first section includes deliverance from evil, instruction, and
certain temptations. But the first three verses are especially interest
ing. For Rameses in the best sense signifies "the inmost of the
spiritual in the natural mind," 6104, and this agrees exactly with the
correspondence of the meaning of the word, here, of course, as it is
applied in the opposite sense. And again also, the first month, and
the fifteenth day of the 1110nth, as denoting the beginning of faith,
and a new state of life, are equally appropriate, as referring to the
spiritual man immediately: after his deliverance from the bondage of
sin. And thirdly, how appropriately, too, does the signification of the
passover and the feast of unleavened bread describe ,the state of
purification and of conjunction with the Lord which necessarily
follows. And this, indeed, is one side of the picture. But there is
also the other; and this requires some notice. To bury the dead, in
the best sense, corresponds to resurrection to eternal life, and regen
eration; for we read: "A burying place in the internal sense of
the Word, signifies life or heaven, and in the opposite sense, death or
hell. The reason why it signifies life, or heaven is because the
angels, who are in the internal sense of the Word, have no idea of
a burying place, because they have no idea of death, wherefore
instead of a burying place they perceive nothing else than a con
tinuation of life, consequently resurrection; for man rises again as
to his spirit, and is buried as to his body (see no. 1854); and whereas
burial signifies resurrection, it also signifies regeneration, for
regeneration is man 's first resurrection, inasmuch as he then dies as
to the old man, and rises again as to the new. By regeneration a
man from being dead becomes alive; hence comes the signification of
a burying place in the internal sense," 2916. But in this chapter
burying the firstborn, on the part of the Egyptians, signifies, clearly,
the rejection of faith and charity, or what is the same, the rejection
of truth and goodness by the wicked in the course of the Judgment,
according to the explanation just quoted, and according to the
further explanation in the place referred to.

However, we are now to consider the successive journeys comprised
in the first general state of man after deliverance from evil absolutely
by the Lord's work of redemption. Now the first place arrived at
was Succoth, which denotes a holy state of truth from good. And
it is necessary to consider what this really means. I t is not that
state of truth from good, which distinguishes man when fully regen
erated, and which is represented by the feast of tabernacles, nor is
it a state of truth conjoined with good, such as is experienced as
regeneration proceeds, but it is one of truth that naturally flows
from the initiatory state of good, into which man is introduced at the
~eginning of regeneration, when, as yet, he has not been instructed
in truths, except in the most general manner. But proceeding, the
next advance was from Succoth to Etham, at the edge of the wilder
ness, and this denotes a secret state of deliverance and arrangement
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of truth and good to undergo temptations, 8103-4, Etham correspo.nd
ing to the power of truth. Journeying from E~haJ.?' a~d turnIng
back to Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon, and pitching In Migdol,
represents the third state of departure; and. this was ~ decline from
good because man is not yet prepared, and tem~tatI?ns must be
endured 8129-30' also we see here from the explanation In ver, 7 how
true are' the corr~spondences of the places named. Goin&, thro~gh the
Red Sea, and being protected, denotes a fourth s!ate, In which the
power of hell is manifested, 820$-6,. 823.4' TakIng'. a !~ree days'
journey in the wilderness, and pitching In Marah, signifies a fifth
state in which there is aversion from truth, and also a remedy,
8346-'5I; and we see here h,?w that remedy is th~ influx ~.nd pre
dominance of good. journeying fro~ Marah, com~ng .to Ehm, and
encamping by the waters, denotes a sixth state, which IS a full state
of the holy good of truth and a state of consolation, as all the
particulars beautifully show, when spiritually understood, and much
more when such a state is realized, 8367-70. Going fromElim and
pitching by the Re~ Sea involves a sevent~ ch~nge whe~ evils from
the hells are operative, 8205. Thence passing Into the wilderness of
Sin denotes an eighth state, which is on~ o~ the obscur~ty of. truth
and discontent as the references clearly indicate, thus involving a
state also of falsity and evil, respectively signified in the opposite sense
by a bush and clay, 8398. Journeying from Sin and pitching in
Dophkah represents a ninth state, evidently signifying stronger
promptings from evil, 908!. Thence going to Alush denotes a tenth
state, which is one of the power of falsity from evil, as the corre
spondence of the term plainly implies, 6367. Next pitching in
Rephidim denotes an eleventh state, namely, one in which, although
there is temporary rest, yet there is a ,thirst for knowledge, and an
arrangement interiorly for future states of temptation as well,
7354-4, 8561. And lastly, there is an advance from Rephidim to
Sinai which is a twelfth state, and which involves a Divine Revela
tion, a state of instruction, and at the same time a state of obscurity
as •to good relatively, 8753, 8755-7. Thus ends the first general'
state; and we have now to consider the second as described in the
next section.

And in beginning to do so it is obvious that a separate description
of each state involved in the second and third general states would
take up too much space, and even then would be a mere repetition;
and therefore it is proposed only to point out some things in the
description that may help us the, better to comprehend the whole
series. And, to begin with, it is clear that three general states are
described in' the chapter, because from Rameses to mount Sinai
evidently denotes the first, while the journey to Kadesh as evidently
concludes a second, since the Law was delivered at the former place,
and the unfaithful spies and their followers were condemned to thirty
eight years' wandering at the latter; nor is anything whatever
recorded of what happened to the wanderers during that period. But
they must have come to Kadesh a second time, after the long interval
just named, since they journeyed from Kadesh and came to mount
Hor, where Aaron died, in the fortieth year after leaving Egypt.
And they passed through all the places named in the. second section
in going to Kadesh the first time (Kitto, Art. Wandering, p. 1083 a).

The next thing to be observed is that the second general state
consists of two parts, the first describing temptations external and
internal, verso 16-18, and the second a succession of advancing states;
verso 19-36. And thirdly, it may be noticed that in this second part,
generally, is involved the acquirement of more and 1110re interior

states of good by means of truths, the first being one of simple
obedience to good from truths, ver, 19;.the se~ond~ one of natural
delight in good and truth, ver. 23; the t~Ird an intertor state .of such
delight, ver, 28; the fourth a strengthening' of external and internal
bonds, ver, 30. Then follows a series of states. lea.ding t~ one ?f
strengthened exterior good and truth, ver. 35; and this culminates in
a full state of the good of. truth, or of charity, which is th~ result of
all previous trials, ver, 36. .

And passing on to the third section, we cannot fail, on examina
tion, to see that, as the second describes, in the internal sense, a
gradual advance, this equally shows a gradual decline, all the terms
being as truly correspondenti~l, and each falling into its proper p!ace
with great exactness. For, In the first place, we have to consider
the remarkable fact that such a state of giving back should occur
just on the' borders of the promised land. The reason is, spiritually,
that only a full course of regeneration involving a full course of
temptation, or vastation, whichever it may be, enables man to dis
cover his own impure state. But still, the children of Israel, remem
ber, as they spread themselves in the plain of Moab, are representative
of the true church, or man of the church, not now internally bad, but
internally good, recognizing, at the same time, the imperfection of
the natural degree, and that this imperfection is to be removed.

And therefore we have to notice, just here, how Aaron dies upon
1110unt Hor. It is really the death or cessation of the merely natural
life, and consequently of merely representative worship that is
described. And hence the picture is, as it were, double; for when the
old natural man ceases, the new natural man becomes active. And
thus the fortieth year, the fifth month, the first day of the month,
and also the one hundred and twenty three years of Aaron's life all
synchronize and harrnonize ; and he can be at once a symbol of the
worst state and of the best, as the correspondence show. And then,
again, it follows that what happens as to the affections, happens also
to the rational powers, and this is why Arad the king of the Canaan
ites also "hears of the coming of the children of Israel," that is the
corrupted natural reason is dethroned. Also thirdly, some of these
terms which follow to the end of the section might be commented
upon, as illustration of the careful way in which names of places
are applied in the Holy Word, but we mention only one. The
Israelites, in this part of their journeys, came to Dibon-gad, and
this signifies the external rational faculty corrupted, even as king
Arad does the internal, both, of course, belonging to the natural
degree of the mind; and turning to chap. xxi. 30 we see how this
place has a singular signification under different circumstances. For
there it forms a portion"of q, quotation from the Ancient Word, while
here it has another application. And this indeed shows the operation
of Divine Providence not only in regard to the giving of a Revelation
adapted to certain times, but also in the affairs of nations and
individuals, by which they have been, led, without any force, and even
without their own knowledge, to conform to the Divine Will.

But in conclusion, it is only necessary to remark concerning the
last section, that the land of Canaan, besides representing, in the
Word, the perfect heavenly state, also represents the church cor
rupted, when wicked nations had possession of it, and also the life of
an individual, in the inner recesses thereof, in which hidden evils
and errors lurk, which require to be expelled before the perfect life
can be fully realized. We are to learn the lessons, therefore, here
set before us. As of ourselves, we must drive out our spiritual
enemies, according to the commandment of the Lord here given; and

NN
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as of ourselves, we are to recognize that the land is divided unto us
by lot, or in other words, is assigned to us by Divine Providence.
.And yet, at the same time, no man is compelled to be regenerated as
here described, although the consequences of tampering with our
evils is plainly set before us. In one word, therefore, simple as it
may seem to make the statement, evils must either be overcome, by
power given freely from the Lord to each individual, or assuredly
they will overcome the individual and make him their slave for ever.
But. we need not throw a\vay the high privilege of human beings.
On the contrary, everyone may freely exercise it.

CHf\PTER XXXIV

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

1. Concerning the extension and limits of good and truth in the
heavenly state, and first as to those who are in the light of truth and
constitute the spiritual heaven, verso 1-5.

2. Secondly, as to those in the obscurity of good constituting the
Internal of the ultimate heaven, ver. 6.

3. Thirdly, as to those in the obscurity of truth and constitute the
External of the ultimate heaven, verso 7-9.

4. And fourthly, as to those in celestial good and constitute the
inmost heaven, verso 10-12.

5. There is continual influx from the Lord by Divine Truth, giving
the perception to the man of the church that the heavenly life is pro
vided for him by the Lord, and is given to all in whom there is
fulness of the conjunction of Divine Good and Truth, verso 13-15.

6. And everyone enjoys his life in Externals according to his state
as to good and truth internally, verso 16-29.

THE CONTENTS OP' EACH VERSE

3. Those who are in the
light of truth, or in the spirit
ual heaven, have extension
from the obscurity where truth
ends and charhy ceases; are
distinguished from those in
natural good with its adjoined

547

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

2. Command the children
of Israel, and say unto them,
When ye come into the land
of Canaan, (this is the land
that shall fall unto you for
an inheritance, even the land
of Canaan according to the
borders thereof,)

3. Then your south quar
ter shall be from the wilder-.
ness of Zin along by the side
of Edom, and your south
border shall be from the end
of the Salt Sea eastward;

NN2

I. '[here is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth
giving the perception, ·

2. To the man of the Spirit
ual Church through influx
and illustration, that in the
fully regenerated state, which
is one in which the external
fully corresponds to the in
ternal affections even as to
every particular,
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4. And your border shall
turn about southward of the
ascent of Akrabbim, and
pass along to Zin: and the
goings out thereof shall be
southward of Kadesh-bar
nea; and it shall go forth to
Hazar-addar, and pass along
to Azmon :

5. And the border shall
turn about from Azmon
unto the brook of Egypt,
and the goings out thereof
shall be at the sea.

6. And for the western
border, ye shall have the
great sea and the border
thereof: this shall be your
west border.

i. And this shall be your
north border: from the
great sea ye shall mark out
for you mount Har:

8. From mount Hor ye
shall mark out unto the

truth; and are separated
from the lusts of the un
regenerate man.

4. Moreover, in this light
of truth there is freedom from
the falsities derived from lusts
which cause obscurity wher~
~ruth ends and charity ceases',
In a state of holy delight in
the Word, which is the source
of truth, .and of love to the
Lord, by which man is puri- '
fled through the good of truth
and the truth of good from
all outward things which have
served their use; and this
extends even to ultimates
where 'good by truth is in
fulness and power,

5. And where truth from
good, or the Word adapted
to the natural man in all its
abundance, is the medium of
the heavenly life. -

6. And those who are in
the obscure good which con
stitutes the ultimate heaven. . 'as to Its Internal, have their
extension' to the abundance
of truth in the literal sense of
the Word, as to the will, as
to the understanding, and
as to the activity of both
together.

7. But those who are in
obscurity as to truth, and
constitute the external .of the
ultimate heaven, have their
limit also from the literal
sense of the Word, and. in..
elude a state of the love of
truth.

8. Thence a state of ex
ternal zeal for good and truth,

entering in of Hamath; and
the goings out of the border
shall be at Zedad:

9. And the border shall
go forth to Ziphron, and the
goings out thereof shall be
at Hazar-enan : this shall be
your north border.

10. And ye shall mark out
your east border from
Hazar-enan to Shepham:

I I. And the 'border shall
g~ down from Shepham to
Riblah, on the east side of
Ain; and the border shan go
down, and shall reach unto
the side of the sea of Chin
nereth eastward:

12. Arid the border shall
go. down to Jordan, and the
gOIngs out thereof shall be
at the Salt Sea: this shall be
your lana according to the
borders thereof round about.

13· And Moses com-
manded the children of
Israel, saying, This is the
land which ye shall inherit
by lot, which the LORn hath'
commanded to give unto the
nine tribes, and to the half
tribe:

also a state of opposition to
falsity;

9. Thence a state of most
external good, and finally a
state of most external truth
where the limit is. '

10. But triose who are in
the life of ·celestial love have
their limits also in the obscur..
ity of good conjoined with
truth where good ends and
evil begins;

II. Where a state of natural
~ood i~ rendered fruitful by
instruction from the Word·
where the same is in it~
greatest power, because in
truth it has its receptacle;

12. Where the external man
is protected and governed by
truth perceived from good
and grounded in good.; and
where the lusts of the merely
natural man are quiescent
through vastation as to ali
falsities. And all these are
t~e boundaries of the heavenly
kingdom, according to the
distinction between truth and
falsity and good and evil.

13. And there is continual
influx of Divine Truth with
the man of the Spiritual
Church, giving perception that
the h.eavenly life is provided
for him by the Lord, and is
given to all in whom there is
fulness of the conjunction of
Divine Good and Truth.
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14. For the tribe of the
children of Reuben accord
ing to their fathers' houses,
and the tribe of the children
of Gad according to their
fathers' houses, have re-·
ceived, and the half tribe of
Manasseh have received,
their inheritance:

15. The two tribes and the
half tribe have received their
inheritance beyond the Jor
dan at Jericho eastward,
toward the sun rising .

16. And the LORD spake
Moses, saying,

17. These are the names
of the men which shall
divide the land unto you
for inheritance: Eleazar the
priest, and Joshua the son of
Nun.

18. And ye shall" take one
prince of every tribe, to
divide the land for inherit
ance.

19. And these are the
names of the men: of the
tribe of Judah, Caleb the son
of Jephunneh.

14. For everyone who is
in faith in the understanding;
who is obedient to the Word
of the Lord; and who is estab
lished in the new will of good
from the Lord, has his peculiar
and distinctive life by Divine
Providence,

15. Since such have full
conjunction with the Lord,
although they be of the ex
ternal church and form the
ultimate heaven; for they are
distinguished from the inter
nal church by the reception
of the Word in its literal
sense, and of the knowledges
of good and truth there, while
yet they are in natural good
affections which are the gift
of the Lord, and in the begin
ning of regeneration where
the light of Divine Truth first
shines.

16. Further there is revela
tion from the Lord by Divine
Truth giving the perception,

17. That everyone enjoys
his heavenly life in externals
according to his state as to
good and truth internally,
namely, as to celestial good
acting by truth; as to truth
from good opposing evil per
petually;

18. And as to the primary
truths of the church in sub
ordination to these.

19. And the quality of such
primary truths is as follows:
of celestial love, truth imme
diately proceeding from and
manifesting good;

20. And of the tribe of the
children of Simeon, Shemuel
the son of Ammihud.

21. Of the tribe of Ben
jamin, Elidad the son of
Chislon ,

22. And of the tribe of the
childr.en of Dan a prince,
Bukki the son of Jogli.

23. Of the children of
Joseph: of the tribe of the
children of Manasseh a
prince, Hanniel the son ·of
Ephod:

24· And of the tribe of the
ch!ldren of Ephraim a
prince, Kernuel the son of
Shiphtan.

. 25· And of the tribe of the
children of Zebulun a
prince, Elizaphan the son
of Parnach.

26. And of the tribe of the
children of Issachar a
prince, . Paltiel the son of
Azzan.

27· And of the tribe of the
children, of Asher a prince,
Ahihud the sun of Shelomi.

28. And of the tribe of
the children of Naphtali a
prince, Pedahel the son of
Ammihud.

29· These are theywhom
the LORD commanded to
divide the inheritance unto
the children of Israel in the
land of Canaan.

20. Of faith in the will,
truth acting from a principle
of good;

21. Of truth from good
which is a medium, good con
joined with truth acting from
confidence 'in the Lord;

22. Of the affirmation of
truth, truth acquired from
states of trial and temptation,
which is primary;

23. Of the celestial-spiritual
principle, that is, of the new
will of good, the grace of God
'acting by truth from good
which is primary; .

24. And of the new under
standing of truth, good de
rived from truth exercising
judgment which is primary;

25. Of conjugial love, truth
from God which protects, and
which is primary;

26. Of the conjoining prin
ciple of truth with good, and
good with truth, redemption
by truth in its power from
good which is primary.

27. Of natural delight,
charity derived from a state
of peace which is primary;

28. And of resistance to
evil, redemption by truth pro
ceeding from good, which is
primary.

29. And all these are in
strumental in the hands of
the Lord in adapting the state
of the external man to that of
the internal in the heavenly
kingdom.
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REFERENCES AND NOTES

I. 'This is evident because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2951; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

2. Commanding the children of Israel, and saying unto them,
denotes instruction to the man of the Spiritual Church through influx
and illustration, 5486, 10,290; "When ye be come into the land of
Canaan," denotes admission to the fully regenerated state, 1853,
3705; and "this is the land that shall fall unto you for an inherit
ance, even the land of Canaan according to the borders thereof,"
denotes that this state 1S one in which the external fully corresponds
to the internal affections, even as to every particular, because by the
Israelites are signified, 'as the inhabitants of' the land, what is in
ternal, and therefore by the land itself is signified the external man,
2268, 3705, 6494, 2658, 8063.

3· "Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin,
along by the side of Edom, and your south border shall be from
the end of the Salt Sea eastward," denotes that those who are in the
light of truth, or in the spiritual heaven, have extension from the
obscurity where truth ends, and charity ceases; are distinguished
from those in natural good conjoined with truth; and are separated
from the lusts of the unregenerate man, because the south signifies
those who are in the lig-ht of truth in the spiritual heaven, 3 19,~,

9684; the wilderness of Zin signifies the obscurity where truth ends
and charity ceases, chap. xx. 1; and the Salt Sea eastward signifies
the lusts of the unregenerate man, 1666.

4· "And your border shall turn away. southward of the ascent of
Akrabbim, and pass along to Zin ," denotes that in this light of truth
there is freedom from the falsities of lusts, which cause obscurity
where truth ends and charity ceases, because by Akrabbim are meant
scorpions, which denote. falsities from evil, thus from lusts, IO,OIQ,
8063, 3195, .5q64, 4205, chap. xx, I; "and the goings- out thereof shall
be southward of Kadesh-barnea," denotes in a state of holy delig-ht
in the Word, which is the source o( truth, because by Kadesh-barnea
is meant the holiness of the fountain of delight, 2.~03, 2702; "and it
shall g-o forth to Hazar-addar;" denotes by which man is purified
through the g-ood of truth and the truth of good from all outward
thing-s which have served their use because by Hazar-addar is meant
the threshinr~-floor of Addar, and therefore it denotes these things,
2401, 6537; "and pass along to Azmori." denotes that this extends
even to ultimates, where good by truth is in fulness and power,
because by Azmon is meant numerous, great, and strong, and thus
it denotes the power of good and truth in ultimates, 6172, 4015.

5.· "And' the border shall turn about from Azmon to the brook
of Egypt, and the goings out thereof shall be at the sea," denotes
where truth from good, or the Word, adapted to the natural man,
in all its abundance is the medium of the heavenly life, 8063, 6226,
5196, 4271, 5079, 2401, 30 484.

6. "And for the western border ye shall have the g-reat sea and the
border thereof: this shall be your west border," denotes that those

who are in the obscure good, which constitutes the ultimate heaven
as to its internal, have their extension to the abundance of truth in
the literal sense of the Word, as to the will, as to the understanding,
and as to the activity of both together, 3708, 9755, 8063, 986.6.

7. "And this shall be your north border, from the great sea ye
shall mark out for you mount Hor," denotes that those who are in
the obscurity of truth, and constitute the external of the ultimate
heaven, have their limit also from the literal sense of the Word,
and include a state of the love of truth, 3708, 9648, 30484, 1675.
According to the last reference, mount Hor denotes falsities, and
therefore the limit of those in the state of the obscurity of truth, is
some love of truth, the falsity commencing where truth ends.

8. "And from mount Hor ye shall mark out the entering in of
Hamath," denotes thence a state of external zeal for good and truth,
because by Hamath is meant anger, heat, or a wall, and thus it
denotes such a state, 9144, 4164, 6419; "and the goings out of the
border shall be Zedad," denotes a state of opposition to falsity,
because by Zedad is meant turned away from or an adversary, and
therefore it denotes this, 27992 0 , 9314.

9. "And the border shall go forth to Ziphron, and the goings out
thereof shall be at Hazar-enan," denotes thence a state of most
external good, and finally a state of most external truth where the
limit is, because Ziphron is probably derived from Ziph, which means
the mouth, and thus denotes the lowest kind of good, 8068; and by
Hazar-enan is meant the village of fountains, and therefore it denotes
the lowest kind of truth, 3270, 2702, 2401.

10. "And ye shall mark out your east border from Hazar-enan to
Shepham," denotes that those who are in, the life of celestial love
have their limits also in the obscurity' of good conjoined with truth,
where good ends and evil begins, because by Hazar-enan is meant
the village of fountains, and therefore it denotes the obscurity of
g-ood conjoined with truth, 3270, 2702; and by Shepham is meant a
bare region, and a conspicuous mountain, and therefore it denotes a
state where good ends and evil begins, 5433, 7780, 795; besides
which, the east border denotes the limit of celestial love, 3708, 8063.

11. "And the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on
the east side of Ain," denotes where a state of natural good is ren
dered fruitful by instruction from the Word, because going down
denotes a descent to external things, 3084; Shepham denotes a state
of natural good, ver, 10; by Riblah is meant fertility, and therefore
it denotes what is fruitful, 348; the east side denotes the limit of
celestial good, ver. 10; and by Ain is meant a fountain, and there
fore it denotes truths instructing from the Word, 2702; "and the
border shall go down and reach unto the side of the sea of Chin
nereth eastward," denotes where natural good is in its greatest
power, because in truth it has its receptacle, since the side, or
shoulder, denotes the greatest power, 6393; and the sea of Chinnereth
eastward, denotes truth as the' receptacle of goood, Chinnereth mean
ing shaped like a basin, and thence denoting a receptacle, 9755,
3708, 30 79.

12. "And the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out
thereof shall be at the Salt Sea: this shall be your land according to
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the borders thereof round about," denotes where the external man
is protected and governed by truth perceived from good, and grC?unded
in good; and where the lusts of the merely natural man are q~lescent

through vastation as to. all falsities. .And all the.se. ar~ the boun
daries of the heavenly kingdom according to the distinction between
truth and falsity and between good and evil, 8063, 3°84, 1585, 2401,
1666, 3705, 2973.

13. Moses commanding the children of Israel saying, denote? .that
there is continual influx of Divine Truth with the man of the Spiritual
Church giving perception, 7010, 5486, 3654, I~22; "this i~ th~ land
which ye shall inherit by lot," denotes that the heavenly life IS pro
vided for him by the Lord, 3705, 26.s8, 3239, 6494; and, "which the
Lord hath commanded to give unto the nine tribes. and to the half
tribe," denotes that it is given to all in whom there IS fulness of the
conjunction of Divine Good and Truth, 2001, 5486, 8899, 2075, 5291,
3858.

14. "For the tribe of the children of Reuben, according tc? their
fathers' houses and the tribe of the children of Gad according to
their fathers' h~uses, have received, and the half tribe of Man,:ss~h
have received. their inheritance," denotes that everyone who IS In
faith in the understanding; who is obedient to the Word of the Lord;
and who is established in the new will of good from the Lord, h~s
his. peculiar and distinctive life by Divine Providence, chap. XXXll.

33-42.

15. "The two tribes and the half tribe have received their inherit
ance beyond" the Jordan at Jericho eastward toward the sunrising,"
denotes since they have full conjunction with the Lord, although they
be of the external church, and form the ultimate heaven; for they
are distinguished from the internal church by the reception of the
Word in its literal sense, and" of the knowledges of good and truth
there, while yet they are in natur:al ~ood affections, :vhich are the
gift of the Lord, and in the beginning of regeneration where the
light of Divine Truth first shines, 5194, 38.s8, 5291 , 2658, chap.
xxxii. 33-42, 1585, 9325 1°, 3708, 4300.

16. This is evident, because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 200 I ; by speaking is denoted .influx, 2951; by ~os~s
is represented Divine Truth or the Word, 7010; and by saying IS
denoted perception, 1822.

17. "These are the names of the men that shall ~ivide .the. lax;d
unto you for inheritance!" denotes that everyone enJ.oys hIS life In
Externals according to hIS state as to good and truth Internally, 145,
1007, 370.s, 2658, ver. 2;· and" Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son
of Nun, " denotes celestial good acting by truth; and truth fr0t?
good opposing evil perpetually, 9946, 8595, because by Elea~ar IS
meant God helpeth, and therefore }1e denotes trut~, 2001, while as
priest he denotes good; by Joshua IS mean~ salva!tonJ and th~re~ore
he denotes truth combating or truth opposing evil from a principle
of good; and by Nun is .meant what is durable and eternal} and
therefore it denotes what IS 'perpetual.

18. "And ye shall take one prince of every tribe to divide t~e land
for inheritance," denotes the primary truths of the church In sub.
ordination to Divine Good and Truth, 1482, 3858, 2658.

19. "And these are the names of the men: of the tri~e of Judah
Caleb the son of Jephunneh," denotes that the quality of such
primary truths is as follows: of celestial love, truth immediately
proceeding from, and manifesting good, because by Judah is denoted
celestial love, 3880; "Caleb means as the heart} and thus he denotes
good, 4112; and Jephunneh means one that beholds} and therefore
he denotes truth manifesting good, 2150.

20. "And of the tribe of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud,"
denotes of faith in the -will, truth acting from a principle of good,
because Simeon is named from hearing, and therefore he denotes
faith in the will, 3869; by Shemuel is meant heard of God} and
therefore he denotes also obedience, or truth in action, 2542; and
by Ammihud is meant the people of praise or confession} and there
fore, like Judah, he denotes the love of good, 3880, 1259.

21. Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon, denotes
of truth from good, which is a medium, good conjoined with truth,
acting from confidence in the Lord, because Benjamin is named
from the right hand} and therefore he denotes truth from good,
which is a medium, 45855, 4592; by Elidad is meant beloved of God}
and therefore he denotes good conjoined with truth, 2001; and by
Chislon is meant strength and confidence} and therefore he denotes
confidence in the Lord, 6343, 2982.

22. ".And of the tribe of the children of Dan a prince, Bukki the
son of Jogli," denotes of the affirmation of truth, truth acquired
from states of trial and temptation, which is primary, because Dan
is named from judging, and denotes the affirmation of truth, 3923;
by Bukki is meant the mouth of God, and this word is under a root
meaning deprived o], empty} and therefore it denotes the truth that
shows that mall of himself is void of good, 6985, 6987, 17; and by
Jogli is meant led in to captivity or affliction} and therefore he de
notes states of trial and temptation, 9164, 1846, 1937.

23. "Of the children of Joseph: of the tribe of the children of
Manasseh, a prince, Hanniel the son of Ephod," denotes of the
celestial-spiritual principle, that is of the new will, of good, the grace
of God acting by truth from good, which is primary, because Joseph
denotes the celestial of the spiritual principle, 4286; Manasseh is
named from forgetfulness} and denotes the new will of good, 535 I ;

by Hannie! is meant the grace of God} and therefore he denotes ~his,

598; and by Ephod is meant the outermost gan~ent o~ the priest,
and therefore it denotes truth from good, 9824; while a pnnce denotes
what is primary, 1482.

24. "And of the tribe of the children of Ephraim a prince Kemuel
the son of Shiphtan," denotes of the new understanding of truth
good derived from truth exercising judgment, which is primary,
because Ephraim is named from fruitfulness, and denotes the new
understanding of truth, 5354; by Kemuel is meant raised by God,
and therefore he denotes good derived from truth, 4103, 2001; and
by Shiphtan is meant one who judges} or decides a case} and there
fore he denotes this, 2335, a prince, as before, denoting what is
primary, 1482.

25. "And of the tribe of the children of Zebulun a prince, Elizaphan
the son of Parnach," denotes of conj ugial love, truth from God which
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protects, because Zebulun was named from cohabiting, and he de
n~tes the heavenly marriage, 3960; by Elizaphan is meant, my God
hides .or protects J and therefore he denotes this, 672 I, 6722; and the
;tleanlng of Parnach not appearing in the authorities consulted,
~tscorrespondence can only be inferred from the context of the
Internal sense .as being some state of good, which is the origin of
the truth specified,

i 26. "And of the tribe of the children of Issachar a prince, Paltiel
the son of Azzan," denotes of the conjoining principle of truth with
good, and good with truth, redemption by truth in its power from
good which is primary, because Issachar was named from reward,
and he deno~es th~ conjoining principle named, 3956; by Paltiel is
meant God is deliuerance, and therefore he denotes redemption by
truth, from God, 2954, 2001; and by Azzan is .meant sirong , power
ful} and therefore he" denotes the power of truth from good, 6343.

27. "And of the tribe of the children of Asher a prince Ahihud the
son of Shelorni," denotes of natural delight, charity derived from a
state of peace, which is primary, because Asher was named from
blessedness, and he denotes natural delight, 3938.; by Ahihud is meant
the brother of praise, and therefore he denotes charity, 367, 3880.
and by Shelomi is meant peaceful, and therefore he denotes a stat~
of peace spiritually, 925.

28. "And of the tribe of the children of Naphtali a prince, PedaheJ
the son of Ammihud," denotes of resistance to evil redemption by
truth proceeding from good which is primary, because Naphtali is
named from st-ruKf!ling, and he denotes the resistance of the natural
man, 3927; by Pedahel is meant God hath deliuered, and therefore
he denotes re?empt}on by truth proceeding- from good, 2954, 2001;
and by Ammihud IS .meant the people of praise or confession, and
therefore he denotes like Judah the love of good, 3880, 1259.

29. These being they whom the Lord commanded to divide the
inheritance unto the children of Israel in the land of Canaan, denotes
that all these are instrumental in the hands of the Lord in adapting
the state of the external man to that of the internal in the heavenly
kingdom, 200T. 5486, 2658. 3654, 3705.

The great truth that underlies the whole of the contents of this
chapter in the internal sense, is that there is an eternal and an exact
distinction between good and evil or between heaven and hell. For
this is evidently what is signified by marking out with such precision
the borders of the land of Canaan, which was to be given to the
children of Israel. And therefore in order that we may understand
and duly appreciate all the particulars, we must first know from the
Word what this distinction is, since it is quite certain, on' reflection,
that it never has been discovered, and never can be discovered, by
any merely natural investigation. It is not meant, however, that
men have not any common or general perception of this distinction;
for. most people have this more or less. For who does not perceive,
for example, that it is wicked to steal, and good not to do so? But
it is affirmed that even this is not born with anyone, but is .given to
him afterwards, as he is instructed, and that then it comes from the
Lord by influx, and is not the result of instruction merely. Much
more, then, we may depend upon it, is every more exact distinction
from perception, which is given by the Lord, of the difference be-

tween good and evil, as man is more fully instructed by revelation,
or by the Word. And, consequently, we find more especially in the
Word of the New Testament, or in the Gospel, that. the exact
universal distinction between good and evil is given, where it is said
that love to the Lord and love to the neighbour constitutes the whole
of what is good, and, further, that all Divine Truths, which are called
the Law and the Prophets, depend upon, or are derived from these
loves (Matt. xxii. 34-40; XIX. 16-22). But knowing, then, this
universal principle of good, and thence of truth, we may also know
the universal principle of evil, which is the exactly opposite state,
namely, that it is the inordinate love of self and the world, or in
one word, selfishness, and that thence is derived all kinds of falsities;
and, indeed, this is so very plainly implied in the second reference
given just above that it cannot for a moment be doubted.

Hence, therefore, we may now see further why it is that our first
section states that the heavenly life is to be most accurately defined
and distinguished when we come into it, this being denoted by the
Israelites coming into the land of Canaan. But the next point is,
that we want to know why the southern border of the land is the
first to be defined, and not the eastern border, which, from its cor
respondence we might have expected to come first, since the east
corresponds to celestial love, where heaven begins from the Lord,
and the south to spiritual truth, which distinguishes the second
heaven, as the references show? The answer appears to be, that it
is the function of the enlightened intellect, and not so much that
of the loving heart, to define.

But, thirdly, we must proceed to consider the limits of the southern
border. Now, of course, the series, as given in the right-hand
column, is derived from the correspondence of the various names;
and yet, on reading it over, and considering its order, we see, at once,
how true the description is. The spiritual man is distinguished by
love to the neighbour, or charity, and the faith, or truth of charity,
and the limit of these, therefore, is first described as being where
charity ceases and faith ends, this being signified by the wilderness
of Zin, because Zin means a buckler, and coldness, and the latter,
therefore, expresses the absence of charity, while the former denotes
the ultimate truth which defends itself against falsity, or the falsity
which opposes the truth. But, secondly, the spiritual man is dis
tinguished from the natural man, or from those in the ultimate
heaven, who have their own love of good and appropriate truths and
are signified by Edam. And, thirdly, the Spiritual are protected from
the lusts of the unregenerate man, which eire represented by the Salt
Sea of the east, the last term being applied in the opposite sense.
These limits, however, have reference to good more than truth,
whereas the following symbols indicate the limit of truths more than
of good affections. For there is freedom from the falsities of lusts,
these being denoted by Akrabbim, because this word means scor
pions; and also there is the enjoyment of genuine truths from the
Word, which, as we have seen, are signified by Kadesh-barnea, 'while
at the same time, there are truths which are denoted by the threshing
floor of Addar; and ultimate truths in their fulness and power
represented by Azmon, this word meaning, numerous, great, and
strong. And, lastly, as a boundary there are the knowledges or
scientifics of truth so appropriately signified by the brook of Egypt,
and its going out by the sea. Hence, then, in this first section' there
are some valuable lessons, which will easily suggest themselves to
the earnest and thoughtful student, but we must now pass on to a
brief consideration of the second.
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I t is very useful to have a good general idea of the signification
of the four quarters in the spiritual sense, which are all determined
from the east, and not from the south, because- in the Word it is
the Lord Who is, in the supreme sense, the East. For the proximate
sphere proceeding from His Divine Love and Divine Wisdom, is the
Sun of heaven, which is the first created thing, and the great source
of spiritual heat and light, and also of natural heat and light to all
in the universe; and therefore, in the spiritual world, the Sun always
appears in the east, and the Lord Himself, from Whom it proceeds,
is also called the East, and the Sun of heaven. Now, for this. reason
the east not only signifies the Lord, but also the highest degree of
love. from Him, which distinguishes the angels of the celestial
heaven, and is called celestial love, which is the purest love to the
Lord. And because this is so, therefore the quarter opposite the east,
in the Word, and in the spiritual world, denotes good or love in
obscurity, and is constantly signified by the west, where; in the
natural world the sun sets. And, hence, it will be seen at once that
the west denotes the obscure good which distinguishes the angels
of the ultimate heaven, internally and externally, the west itself
denoting, specifically, that good internally and the north, which is
opposite the south, denoting that good externally. But, it may now
be asked, how then shall we distinguish the four kinds of good
denoted by the four quarters accurately? 'The answer is, that, as the
east and the south denote, respectively, the highest love to the Lord
and the neighbour, which is called celestial, and the next lower degree
of that love, which is called spiritual, so the west and the north
denote, respectively, this same love to the Lord and the neighbour
internal and external of the lowest degree, which is called natural,
the internal being. obedience springing from the love of natural good
from the Lord, and the external being obedience springing from
the love of natural truths from the Lord. Hence, then, it is clear that
everyone can love the Lord and the neighbour according to his
degree; that the west corresponds to the obscure love of good from
Him'; and that the north corresponds to the obscure love of truth; and
also that, generally, to love the Lord and to love the neighbour, is
to love the good and the true, of whatever degree they may be, and
to do them from inclination (H.H. 16).. We see now, therefore,
exactly what is meant, in this second section, by the west, and con
sequently, by the western border, denoted by the sea, namely, the
abundance of truth in the literal sense of the Word. And let it,
therefore, be remembered, carefully, that every infringement of the
holy truth of the Word, is a passing over from good to evil, or a
going beyond the prescribed limits of good and truth. It is necessary
now to take up the third section.

And to begin with, we notice that here also the "great sea,"
representing the literal sense of the Word, is that from which the
border commences, and that mount Hor is mentioned immediately
afterwards to denote some love of the truth, the falsity signified also
by this mountain, arising where the truth ends; to which it may be
added that this mountain was a part of Lebanon, which means white,
or incense} thus indicating the truth from which is some worship
of the Lord grateful and acceptable to Him, 39935 , 8862 , 9475. And
then we come to Hamath, as another part of the northern boundary,
this word meaning anger} heat, and a wall, which, as we have seen,
denote an external zeal for truth, and also a defence against falsity.
And we have also learned, that the other places forming a part of this
border are equally appropriate correspondences. It is delightful,
therefore, to know, and believe, from all these spiritual teachings,

that there is really no human being, who, in the course of his earthly
life, is not supplied with truths by which he may learn the distinction
between good and evil, and have the opportunity of deciding freely
what his eternal condition shall be, excepting those who die in
infancy, or who are prevented by other causes, such as idiocy, etc.,
from so deciding.. and whose salvation, therefore, is provided for.

But with regard to the fourth section, which describes the eastern
border, the explanation already given, combined with the series in
the parallel columns, appears to be sufficient to show that what is
said about it refers to the celestial man, and the celestial heaven
specifically. At the same time, however, it is not to be forgotten
that the celestial man, as distinguished from others, requires to be
regenerated, because his first experiences of life are merely natural,
like those of others, because he has hereditary tendencies to evil like
others, and because he, is liable to make hereditary evil actual like
.others, Hence, therefore, we may observe that his "border" is so
described in the spiritual sense, that it is in harmony with these facts.
And another thing. may also be observed here. Because heaven
consists. of two kingdoms, as well as of three heavens, therefore the
terms celestial and spiritual are applied to heaven accordingly, and
thus there are celestial and spiritual things also in the ultimate
heaven, aswell as in the superior heavens, and thus also the borders
of each heaven, considered by itself, are similar to those of the whole
heavens. And hence these considerations will enable us the better to
understand the internal sense of our chapter, and of the Word
generally.

The fifth section is interesting, as being a confirmation of what
is contained in chap. xxxii. with reference to the tribes of Reuben
and Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh ; and what has just been
said will, in some measure, account for the peculiar distinction made
as to these tribes. And it is here to be remembered that they really
denote spiritual principles in the natural man. But since it appears
from the history as if they did not receive their inheritance by lot,
because it was assigned to them at their own request, yet we find on
looking back, that they acknowledge that it was so, because they
say, "Our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward."
That is, spiritually, we have to acknowledge that those who con
stitute the ultimate heaven hold their position according to Divine
Providence equally with those who constitute the superior heavens
(chap. xxxii. 19). And it will be well to observe here, also, that
Ephraim, who represents the new understanding of truth, really
takes the place of Reuben on the western side of Jordan, and how
the division of the tribe of Manasseh into two parts provides for
the representation of the new will of good on both sides of the river.
For everyone who is regenerated must receive from the Lord the
new understanding of truth and the new will of good. But see on
this subject 6328, from which we learn that the new understanding
of truth takes the place of the corrupted understanding thereof, and
that the new will of good takes the place of the defiled will of good,
and also why Reuben and Simeon could still be representative,
namely, because representatives do not regard the person but the
thing represented. ·

It is now time, however, to say a little on the last section. And
here it is quite evident that Divine Providence works by means; is
opposed to the unregenerated will of man; and acts in harmony
with the regenerated will and understanding. And these three
are what may be called essential principles concerning Divine Provi
dence. Thus, then, Divine Good and Divine Truth from the Lord,
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THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

CHAPTER XXXV

I. There is revelation from the Lord by Divine Truth, or the
Word, that doctrine is to be provided in the external man for the
support of charity there, verso 1-5.

2. Also these doctrines must include full provision for the protection
of those who sin through error or ignorance without an evil inten
tion ; and they lTIUSt be acquired by a full course of temptation, and be
continually renewed with everyone according to the state as to
charity, verso 6-8.

3. And several particulars are given in the remainder of the chapter
concerning evils and errors committed without fault, and particularly
concerning the removal of evils and falsities in the Judgment" the
prevailing state of good, and the necessity for purification, verso
9-34·

I. There is revelation from
the Lord by Divine Truth even
when good is adulterated in a
low state of spiritual life,
when external things prevail,
and when the knowledges of
truth from the Word are
limited.

I. And the LORD spake
unto Moses in the plains of
Moab by the Jordan at
Jericho, saying,

represented by Eleazar and by Joshua, are the first means by which
the Lord acts, and the primary truths of the Word denoted by the
princes are the second. And therefore the Lord provides for every man
nothing but good, and if evil befalls a person, it is never from Divine
Providence. But, secondly) Divine principles, which man receives
from the Lord by regeneration, become a part of his life, and have a
quali ty according to the state of the man, so that, as a matter of
fact, the same Divine principles have a different quality; so to
speak, with different men, and also with the same man, in different
states of his life. And this remark is made in order to show why
the princes of the tribes are not always the same. Of course, we
know very well why this is in the literal sense; but we are here con
sidering the internal sense. Thus, for example, the names of the
princes in this chapter are not the same as those in chap. i., and
consequently, this denotes, spiritually, that while the tribes have
the same general signification, there is a variation with regard to
the princes, this depending upon the subject in the internal sense,
which has reference to different states of the church or of the in
dividual. And, thirdly, we have to observe that the' princes here
properly represent internal things, or goodness and truth, which
form the internal man, whereas the land itself' that is to be divided,
properly denotes external things, or goodness and truth, as they are
manifested in the external man. And this now is why the spiritual
sense of the section is that "everyone enjoys his life in Externals,
acording to his state as to good and truth internally," when he comes
into heaven. But we need not here repeat the internal sense as it is
given in the series. I t is enough only to observe that, as in all other
cases the correspondence of each name is deduced from its meaning,
and that this principle of interpretation never fails, where the mean
ing •of a name can be ascertained. And,· of course, the great lesson
that we have all to learn from the study of this section is, habitually,
to endeavour, while we are in this world, to bring our outward life
as far as we possibly can into harmony with our internal life. And
it is said, "as far as we possibly can," because during the state of
probation in which we now are, we are in the state of our Externals,

.and cannot come into the realization of our internal life, until after
our. departure from this world, during the process of our Judgment.
But that process, let us remember, may be lengthened, or shortened,
according to our conduct from internal principles while we remain
in this world (H.H. 491-2).

2. Command the' children
of Israel, that they give unto
the Levites of the inherit
ance of their possession
cities to dwell in ; and
suburbs for the cities round
about them shall ye give
unto the Levites.

2. And this revelation is to
the man of the Spiritual
Church ,giving the perception,
that doctrines and truths are
to be provided in the external
man for the reception of char
ity internally and externally
there.

3. And the cities shall 3· For charity has its abode
they have to dwell in; and in' truths; and the natural
their suburbs shall be for affections as to the good of
their cattle, and for their innocence; as to delight In
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substance, and for all their
beasts.

4. And the suburbs of the
cities, which ye shall give
unto the Levites, shall be
from the wall of the city and
outward a thousand cubits
round about.

5. And ye shall measure'
without the city for the east
side two thousand cubits,
and for the south side two
thousand cubits, and for the
west side two thousand
cubits, and for the north side
.twp tho.usand cub.its, the city
being In the midst. This
shalf be. to them the suburbs
of the cities.

6. A~d the cities which ye
shall gIve unto the Levites,
they shall be. the six cities of
refuge, which ye shall give
for the manslayer to flee
thither: and beside them ye
s~~l1 give forty and two
crties.

7. All. the cities which ye
shall gIve to the Levites
s~~U be forty and eight
citres : them shall ye give
with their suburbs.

knowledge; and as to sensual
things, are in heaven and in
the church, to be supplied with
appropriate nourishment.

4. And such nourishment is
properly to be distinguished
from what is of the internal
of the natural degree, as well
as being sufficient in every
respect.

5. And the quality of' this
provision for the external of
the natural man, is to beac
cording to good and truth in
terior, and according to good
and truth exterior; and it is to
have conjunction with the in
ternal truths which are the
immediate receptacles of char
ity. And thus the external of
the natural man is to minister
to and serve the internal as to
doctrines which are receptacles
of charity,

6. And also, in the doctrines
and truths which are the re
ceptacles of charity there must
be a full provision against the
consequences of evil committed
unconsciously, when evil has
been done to another without
any evil intention; and besides
this, the receptacles with the
man of the church for charity
ar~ to be acquired and appro
priated through victory in
temptation, culminating in a
state of holiness.

7. And all the receptacles in
the external man are to be in
fulness as to good and truth,
and are to be continually
renewed from the internal or
{rom charity, and this both as
to the interiors of the natural
and as to the exteriors thereof.

. ~.. An~ concerning the
cities which ye shall give of
the possession of thechil
dren of Israel, from the
many ye shall take many ;
and from the few ye shall
~ake few: everyone accord
Ing to his inheritance which
h~ i~~eriteth shall give of
hIS cities unto the Levites.

9. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying,

10. Speak unto the chil
dren of Israel, and say unto
them, When ye pass over
Jordan into the land of
Canaan,

I I. !~en ye shall appoint
you cities to be cities of
refuge for you; that the
manslayer which killeth any
pe.rson unwittingly may flee
thither, .

12. And the cities shall be
unto you for refuge from the
a-yenger; that the manslayer
die not, until he stand before
the congregation for judg
ment.

13. And the cities which
ye shall give shall be for
you six cities of refuge.

14. Ye shall give three
cities J:1~yond Jordan, and
three cines shall ye give in
the land of Canaan· they
shall be cities of ref~ge.

002

8. Moreover, this provision
in the external man for the
reception and support of char
i ty, is to be according to the
state of the internal; for if the
internal is abundant in charity,
its external will be in agreement
therewith as to. truths, and
therefore much charity is rich
in truths, and little charity is
poor in truths. For the man
of the church must acknow
ledge that he has all truths
from the Lord through charity
and for the sake of charity.

9. Further, there is revela
tion from the Lord by Divine
'[ruth giving the perception,

10. By influx into the will
and by illustration in the un
derstanding, that when the
man of the church is in the
heavenly state,

1 I. He recognizes that the
Lord provides for such a state
protection from the conse
quences of evil committed
without' evil intention.

12. For the truth teaches
that the man who sins in
ignorance is without fault, and
must be protected until invest
igation is made by truths;

. 13. And hence the protec
tron of such persons is com
plete in every respect;

14. And this both as to the
external and internal man dis
tinctly according to the truths
of the Word having relation to
each. For the truth always
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18. Or if he smote him 18. Or again, he who wil-
with a weapon of wood in fully' and forcibly does injury
the hand,' whereby a man to another by persuading that
may die" and he died, he is good is meritorious,because
a manslayer: the manslayer selfish love desires reward, is
shall surely be put to death. guilty and brings upon himself

, vastation.

25· And the congrega- 25. And he who is in good
tion shall deliver the man- interiorly is delivered from the
slayer out of the hand of the consequences of evil or error,
avenger of blood, and the and is protected by the doc
congregation shall restore trine of the church, which ex
him to his city of refuge, cuses and protects the inno
whither he was fled: and he cence of ignorance until, in the
shall dwell therein until the Judgment, good is clearly
death of the high priest, manifested, evil is fully re
which was anointed with the jected, and there is the con-
holy oil. . junction of truth with good.

15. For the children of
Israel, and for the stranger
and for the sojourner among
them, shall these six cities
be for, refuge r that every
one. that killeth any person
unwittingly may flee thither.

16. But if he SITIote him
with an instrument of iron,
so that he died, he is a man
slayer: the manslayer shall
surely be put to death.

17. And if he smote him
with a stone in the hand,
whereby a man may die, and
he died, he is a manslayer:
the manslayer shall surely
be put to death.

19· The avenger of blood
shall himself put the man
slayer to death: when he
~eeteth him, he shall put

'hIm to death.

20. And if he thrust him
of hatred, or hurled at him
lying in wait, so that h~
died;

21. Or in enmity smote
him with his hand, that he
died: he that smote him
shall surely be put to death;

protects those who are, in
charity and yet in ignorance.

IS. And the man of the in
ternal church, as well as the
man of the external, and he
who is being instructed; alike
need this protection, since all
are liable to err without hav
ing evil intention.

16. But he who, by means
of false doctrine, injures
another deliberately from the
love of evil surely brings upon
himself a, state of spiritual
death which is vastation.

17. Also he who by the
power of falsity which is from
its nature opposed to good,
wilfully takes 'away spiritual
life from' another, is certainly
guilty, and brings upon him
self a state of vastation.

19. For evil punishes itself,
and he who indulges therein
brings upon himself the con
seq~ences thereof.

20. Or still again, he who
from hatred of good and truth
does injury thereto 'either
openly or. by deceit;

21. Or in enmity exercises
the power of falsity' against
them, brings upon himself his
own vastation, because he who

he is a manslayer:. the
avenger of blood shall. put
the manslayer' to death,
when he meeteth him.

22. But if he thrust him
suddenly without enmity, or
hurled upon him any thing
without .Iying in wait,

23. Or with any stone,
whereby a man may die,
seeing him not, and cast it
upon him, so that he died,
and he was not his enemy,
neither sought his harm:

24. Then the congrega
tion shall judge between the
smiter and the. avenger of
blood according to these
judgments:

26. But if the manslayer
shall at anytime go beyond
the border of his city of
refuge, whither he fleeth;

27. And the avenger of
blood find him without the
border of his city of refuge,
and the avenger of blood

wilfully uses falsity as a. means
of doing evil is guilty, and
brings upon himself his own
punishment more intensely.

22. But on the other hand,
when he who is interiorly in
good, does injury to another
from mistaken zeal, either as
to the will or understanding,
and without deceit;

23. Or by falsity which
causes spiritual death, from
ignorance or wilfulness, when
yet there is no intention from
evil or from injury,

24. Then the truths of the
church are decisive in a doubt
ful case, according to Divine
Order.

26. But if he, who from
ignorance has violated charity,
afterwards deliberately passes

. beyond the limits of the truth
which defends him;

27. And thus brings upon
himself the consequences of
actual evil, he must needs
suffer; and ,guilt is not
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slay the manslayer; he shall
not be guilty of blood:

28. Because he should
have remained in .his city of.
refuge until the death of the
high priest: but after the
death of the high priest the
manslayer shall return into
the land of his possession.

imputed to him who resists
evil from good, and restrains
it by punishment.

28. For only the. innocence
of ignorance excuses wrong
doing, from the consequences
of which the good are de
livered by the Judgment; for
then genuine good is mani
fested and evil is rejected, and
the external, man becomes the
true expression of the internal.

made for the land for the
blood that is shed therein,
but by the brood of him that
shed it.

34. And thou shalt not
defile the land which ye
inhabit, in the midst of
which" I dwell : for I the
LORD dwell in' the midst of
the children of Israel.

no redemption for the man
who has confirmed himself in
evil and falsity; and he must
needs therefore suffer vasta
tiona

34. And therefore falsity as
well as evil is at all times, or
in all states, to be rooted out,

,because it does not agree with
Divine Good; and Divine
Good is the essential life of
the man of the church.

29. And these things shall
be for a statute of judgment
unto you throughout your
generations in all your
dwellings.

30. Whoso killeth any
person,. the manslayer shall
be slain at the mouth of
witnesses: but one witness
shall not testify against any
person that he die.

3 I. Moreover ye shall
take no ransom for the life
of a manslayer, 'Vv' hich is
guilty of death: but he shall
surely be put to death.

32 • And ye shall take no
ransom for him that is fled
to ihis city of refuge, that he
should come again to dwell
in the land, until the death
of the priest.

33- So ye shall not pollute
the land wherein ye are: for
.blood, it polluteth the land:
and no expiation can be

29. And ,these laws of
Divine Order in relation to the
man of the church, are eternal
in every change of state, and
as to every state of good.

30 . For injury done to good
must inevitably bring vasta
tion through the combined
testimony of various truths;
but one truth is not sufficient
to decide.

31. But evil confirmed by
falsity under all circumstances
is incapable of redemption,
because it is guilty, and vasta
tion is the result of this con
firmation.

32 • Moreover, even he who
has committed evil without an

. evil intention, cannot be in
freedom and full redemption
so long 'as good is not con
joined with truth in him, or
.until, by the Judgment, he is
delivered from falsity, and
confirmed in the truth which
agrees with his own good.

33· For the heavenly state
must not be polluted with
falsity; and falsity ~ always
causes pollution; and there is
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5. "And ye shall measure without the city for the east side two
thousand cubits, and for the south side two thousand cubits, and for
the west side two thousand cublts, and for the north side two
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thousand cubits," denotes that the quality of this provIsion for the
External of the natural man is to be according to- good and truth
interior, and according to good and truth exterior, 648, 2973, 402,
3708, 5194, 2575; "the city being in the midst," denotes that it is
to have conjunction with the internal truths which are the immediate
receptacles of charity, 5194, 402, 200, 3877; and "this shall be to
them the suburbs, or pasture-lands of the cities," denotes that thus
the External of the natural man is to minister to and serve the
Internal as to doctrinals which are receptacles of charity, 7407, 6078,
402, 3877.

6. "And the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites they shall
be the six cities of refuge which ye shall give for the manslayer to
flee thither;" denotes that in the doctrines and truths which are the
receptacles of charity, there must be a full provision against the
consequences of evil committed unconsciously, when evil has been
done to another without any levil intention, 402, 10,227, 3877, 3239,
9°11; and" beside them ye shall give forty and two cities," denotes
that the receptacles with the man of the church for charity are to
be acquired and appropriated through victory in temptation, culminat
ing in a state of holiness, 10,227, 402, 3877, 730, 97418.

7. "All the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty
and eight cities: them shall ye give with their suburbs," denotes
that all the receptacles in the external man are to be in fulness as to
good and truth, and are to be continually renewed from the Internal,
or from charity, and this both as to the interiors of the Natural and
as to the exteriors thereof, 4° 2 , 10,227, 3877, 730, 2044, 7407, 6078.

8. "And concerning the cities which ye shall give of the possession
of the children of Israel; from the many ye shall take many; and
from the few ye shall take few: everyone according to his inherit
ance which he inheriteth shall give of his cities unto the Levites,"
denotes that this provision in the external man for the reception, and
the support of charity is to be according to the state of the internal;
for. if the internal man is abundant in charity its external will be in
agreement therewith as to truths, and therefore much charity is. rich
in truths, and little charity is poor in truths. For the man of the
church must acknowledge that he has all truths from the Lord
through charity, and for the sake of charity, 402, 10,227, 2029, 3654,
665.4, 4518, 2658, 3877.

9. This is evident because by Jehovah is denoted the Divine Being
as to His love, 2001; by speaking is denoted influx, 2g51; by Moses
is represented Divine Truth, or the Word, 7010; and by saying is
denoted perception, 1822.

10. "Speak unto the children of Israel and say unto then" When
ye pass over Jordan into the land of Canaan," denotes by influx into
the will and illustration in the understanding, that when the man 'of
the church is in the heavenly state, 295 1 , 10,2g0, gOI4, 3705.

II. "Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for
you; and the manslayer which killeth any person unwittingly may
flee thither," denotes that he recognizes that the Lord provides for'
such a state protection from the consequences of, evil committed
without evil intention, 5288, 4°2, gOII.

CI-IAPTER XXXV

12. "And the cities shall be unto you for refuge from the avenger,
that the manslayer die not until he stand before the congregation,
or assembly, for judgment," denotes that the truth teaches that the
man who sins in ignorance is without fault, and must be protected
until investigation is made by truths, 4°2,9°11,8223,3136,7843,8972.

13. "And the cities which ye shall give shall be' for you six cities
of refuge," denotes that hence the protection of such persons is
complete in every respect, 402, 10,227, 3239, gOl1.

14. "Ye shall give three cities heyond Jordan, and three cities shall
ye give in' the land of Canaan; they shall be cities of refuge,"
denotes both as to the external and internal man distinctively, accord
ing to the truths of the Word having relation to each. For the truth
always protects those who are in charity and yet in ignorance, 2788.
1585, 3705, 402, 901 r ,

IS'. "For the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the
sojourner among them shall these six cities be for refuge: that
everyone who killeth any person unwittingly may flee thither,"
denotes that the man of the internal church as well as the man of
the external, and he who is being instructed, alike need this pro
tection, since all are liable to err without having evil intention, 3654,
1097, 1463, 3239, 402, 9011.

16. "But if he smote him with an instrument of iron, so that he
died, he is a manslayer: the manslayer shall surely be put to death,"
denotes that he who by means of false doctrine injures another
deliberately from the love of evil, surely brings upon himself a state
of spiritual death, which is vastation, 4251, gOI1, go07, 9008.

17. "And if he smote him with a stone in the hand whereby a man
may die, and he died, he is a manslayer: the manslayer shall surely
be put to death," denotes that he who by the power of falsity, which
is from its nature opposed to good, wilfully takes away spiritual
life from another, is certainly guilty, and brings upon himself a state
of vastation, 4251, 9011, 878, 7507.

18, "Or if he smote him with a weapon of wood in the hand,
whereby a man may die, and he died, he is a manslayer: the man
slayer shall surely be put to death," denotes that he who wilfully
and forcibly does injury to another by. persuading that good is
meritorious, because selfish love desires reward, is guilty, and brings
upon himself vastation, 4251, 9° 11, 878, 7507.

19. "The avenger of blood shall himself put the manslayer to
death: when he meeteth him he shall put him to death," denotes
that evil punishes itself, and that he who indulges therein brings
upon himself the consequences thereof, 696, 8223, 683.

20. "And if' he thrust him of hatred, or hurled at him lying in
wait, so that he died," denotes that· he who from hatred of good
and truth does injury. thereto, either openly or by deceit, 45°3, 683,
g013·

21. "Or in enmity smote him with his hand, that he died; he that
smote him shall surely be put to death, he is a manslayer: the
avenger of blood shall put the manslayer to death when he meeteth
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him," denotes or in enmity exercises the power of falsity against
them, brings upon himself his own vastation, because he who wilfully
uses falsity, as a means of doing evil, is guilty, and brings upon
himself his own punishment more intensely, 4251, 878, 7507, 696,
8223, 683.

22. "But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or hurled at
him anything without lying in wait," denotes that, on the other
hand, when he who is interiorly in good, does injury to another
from mistaken zeal, either as to the will or understanding, and
without deceit, 45°3, 683, 9013.

23. "Or with any stone whereby a man may die, seeing him not
and cast it upon him, so that he died, and he was not his enemy
neither .sought his harm," denotes or by falsity, which causes spiritual
death, from ignorance or wilfulness, when yet there is no intention
from evil or from injury, 4251, 9011, 7507, 2150, 6533, 2851.

24. "Then the congregation, or assembly, shall judge between the
smiter and the avenger of blood according to these judgments,"
denotes that then the truths of the church are decisive in a doubtful
case, according to Divine Order, 7843; 8972.

25. "And the congregation shall deliver the manslayer out of the
hands of the avenger of blood,", denotes that he who is in good
interiorly is delivered from the consequences of evil or error, because
the manslayer, in this case, denotes him' who is in good interiorly,
ver. 23, and the congregation, or assembly, denotes truth from good
judging and delivering, 7843; also the avenger of blood denotes the
consequences of evil and error, 696, 8223; "and the congregation
shall restore him to his city of refuge whither he was fled," denotes
that such a person is protected by the doctrine of the church, which
excuses and defends the innocence of ignorance, 402, 9011; and" he
shall dwell therein until the death of the high priest which was
anointed with the holX oil," denotes until, in the Judgment, good is
clearly manifested, evil is fully rejected, and there is the conjunction
of truth with good, 5975, 900, 9946,. 99546

, 10,010, 10,01 I.

26. "But if the manslayer shall at any time go beyond the border
of his city of refuge whither he fleeth," denotes that if he who, from
ignorance, has violated charity, afterwards passes deliberately beyond
the limits of the truth which defends' him, ver. 25, 8063, 9011.

27. "And the avenger of blood find him without the border of his
city 'of refuge, and the avenger of blood slay the llla!l~]ayer, he
shall not be guilty of blood," denotes that the person hitherto pro
tected, brings upon himsel f the consequences of actual evil, and
must needs suffer; and that evil is not imputed to him who resists
evil from good, and restrains it by punishment, 696, 8223, 8063,
'go I I, 4727, 3400, '8598.

28. "Because he should have 'remained in his city of refuge until
the death of the high priest," denotes that only the innocence of
ignorance excuses wrong doing) from the consequences of which the
good are delivered in the Judgment, verso I I, 25; and "after the
death of the high priest the manslayer shall return in to the land
of •his possession," denotes that then genuine good is manifested,
and evil is rejected, and the external man becomes the true expression
of the' internal, ver. 25, 9946, 2288, 2029.

29. "And these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you
throughout your generations in all your dwellings," denotes that
these laws of Divine Order in relation to the man of the church, are
eternal in every change of state, and as to every state of good, 8357,
1041, 1293, 10,160.

30. "Whoso killeth any person the manslayer shall be slain at the
mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any
person that he die," denotes that injury, done to, good must inevitably
bring vastation through the combined testimony of various truths;
but that one truth is not sufficient to decide, 901I, 7507, 4727, 41977.

31. "Moreover ye shall take no ransom for the life of a man
slayer which is guilty of death: he shall surely be put to death,"
denotes that evil confirmed by falsity under all circumstances is
incapable of redemption, because it is guilty, and vastation is the
result of this confirmation, 10,042, 3400, 901I, 7507, 845.

32. "And ye shall take no ransom for him that is fled to his city
of refuge, that he should come again. to dwell in the land, until the
death of the priest," denotes that even he who has committed evil
without an evil intention, cannot be in freedom and full redemption
so long as good is not conjoined with truth in him, or until by the
Judgment he is delivered from falsity, and confirmed in the truth
which agrees with his own good, 10,°42, 3400, 901I, 1293, 3705,
ver, 25.

33. "So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood
it polluteth the' land; and no expiation can be made for the land
for the blood that is shed therein but by the blood of him that shed
it," denotes that the heavenly state must not be polluted by falsity;
that falsity always causes pollution; and that there is no redemption
for the man who has confirmed himself in evil and falsity, and that
he must needs therefore suffer vastation, 59549 , 3705, 374, 9127,
10,°42 , 1010, 1011, 7507, 74744

•

34. "And thou shalt not defile the land which ye inhabit, in the
midst of which I dwell; for I the Lord dwell in the midst of the
children of Israel," denotes that therefore falsity as well as evil is
at all times or in all states to be rooted out, because it does not
agree with Divine Good; and Divine Good is the essen~ial life of the
man of the church, "59549 , 683, 3705, 1293, 200, 2001, 3°54.

The first section of this chapter, in the internal sense, makes a
distinction between the children of Israel generally and the Levites;
and we are already familiar with that distinction. Rut, in addition
to that, we are now taught that the external man in the Natural,
represented by the Israelites, is to provide doctrine, denoted by cities,
for the reception of the good of charity, signified by the Levites,
there. And why is this? It is because charity in the ultimate
heaven, or in the external church, or in the natural degree of the
individual mind, flows in from the Lord through the celestial and
spiritual heavens into the ultimate heaven, or into the natural degree
of the church generally and particularly, and is not something
inherent ill man' by birth; and therefore, also, it is because this
inflowing spiritual life in the Natural. must have a receptacle in the
natural mind, from the Word, since it cannot abide in the merely
natural man the w ill of which is corrupt, and the intellect of which,
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or the thought from the will of which, is only evil continually, as we
read in Gen. vi. 5. And this receptacle is truth or doctrine, and
therefore we see how new really is the regenerated life of man.

But we are to take notice, however, that the doctrine represented
by the cities is to be acquired by man as from himself ; for it is said
that the Israelites were to provide the cities and give them to the
Levites. Again, the doctrine thus drawn from the Word by the
spiritual-natural man is to be both interior and exterior, the former
being signified by the cities and the latter by the suburbs. And,
thirdly, the quality of doctrine, in Externals, is to be according to
its ~uality in Internals, by conjunction therewith, and is to be
sufficient, which is represented by the measurements, two especially
having relation to such conjunction. And, moreover, it is to be with
all variety adapted to the various kinds of good as denoted by the
four quarters. Thus, then, we clearly learn that the new life of the
natural man is to be entirely from the Lord, and yet in such a way
that it is acquired, as it were, by the ma~ himself.

And now, in the second section we read of the six cities of refuge
to which those persons might flee who had slain any man without
evil intention, this plainly teaching in the internal sense, that such
are protected by true doctrine; for this takes account, not simply of
the actions of men, but of their motives more especially, and thus
it does not condemn anyone who does wrong through ignorance or
mistake, while yet nothing is more exact than the truth of the holy
Word in condemning wilful sin. But, it may be asked, why were'
there only six such cities of refuge; and why only three on each
side of the river, as described in the beginning of the third section?
I t is because such protection by true doctrine is full and complete
in every respect, both as to the internal and external man.

And here it may be well to observe that the number six varies in
signification in the Word according to the subject, sometimes signify
ing combat against evil, as wherrIt is said there should be six days
of labour, and that the seventh should be a sabb.ath, or a state of
rest and peace, and at other times denoting completeness either as
to falsity or truth, as in Rev. xiii. 18, where it denotes totality as to
the former, and in this chapter, where it signifies completeness as
to protection by true doctrine. And these, indeed, will be perceived
to be not inconsistencies, when it is considered that the six days of
labour involve not only combat against evil and error simply, but also
the completeness of a course of temptations, because six is a multiple
of three, which, it is well known, signifies completeness in general,
this, no doubt, arising from the fact that, according to the law of
discrete degrees, in the third, degree, or ultimate, the prior degrees,
are in their fulness and power,' that is, in all completeness (D.L. W.
217). And concerning the passage from Rev. xiii. 18, see the
explanation in 10,217, and in A.R. 610.

But, noting the great importance of the spiritual teaching in
ver, 8, which closes the second section, we continue our comments
on the third, and call attention to the appropriateness of the spiritual
sense of ver. IS. For surely the man of the external church and
those who are being instructed, respectively represented by the
stranger and sojourner, are liable to do wrong without any evil
intention, and indeed no man of the Spiritual Church, even in an
advanced state, is free from this liability, and all such are pro
tected by the true doctrine which is represented by the cities of
refuge.

But we now have to deal with the cases in which murder is
committed with deliberate evil intention; and, of course, the literal

sense is' plain enough. The internal sense, however, requires some
consideration; for, clearly, no Christian ought to return evil for evil
as is here described in this old law of Moses; and also when mur
derers are punished with death by the state for the crimes they
commit, this is not to be done from vindictive motives at all, but for
the protection of society, and, so far. as it is possible, for the real
good of the criminal himself. And, therefore, in a Christian com
munity it could not be permitted that the nearest relative of a
murdered person should personally take vengeance on the murderer.
We see, on this account, that some deep spiritual truths are involved
in this law, concerning the avenger of blood. For it is evident that,
even if anyone should take the, life of another wickedly from a
deliberate intention, he ought not to be punished vindictively.

Now, we have learned from the previous explanation of verso 16-21
what their spiritual teaching is. The avenger of blood denotes the
punishment of evil by itself, and is according to the law of retaliation
by which evil returns upon him who commits evil, as is explained
fully in the reference given in demonstrating ver. 19; and we read:
"It frequently happens in the other life that the wicked, when they
are desirous to occasion evil to the good, are grievously punished;
and that the evil which they intend for others returns upon them
selves. This appears at the time as if it were revenge from the
good; but it is not revenge, neither is it from the good, but from
the wicked, to whom, .in such case, the opportunity is given from
the law of order: yea, the good do not will evil to them; but still
they cannot take away the evil of punishment, because, at such
times, they are kept in .the intention of good, just as a judge when
he sees a malefactor punished, or as a father when he sees his son
chastised by a master; the wicked, when they inflict punishment,
do it from the lust of doing evil, but the good from the affection of
doing, good," 82233. But the various offences, committed from a
spirit of· evil and premeditation, signify certain states of a corrupted
man, or of a corrupted church, in which injury is done to others by
falsities of various kinds, which are represented respectively by iron,
by stone, or by wood; and when such injuries are so inflicted, it is
manifest that the evil returns upon those who thus do evil, because,
in this case, the very evils and falsities intended to injure or destroy
the spiritual life of others, are confirmed in those who practise them;
while, on the other hand, it is evident from the teaching in verso 22

25, spiritually interpreted, that, where false doctrines are taught,
under the impression that they are truths, and from truly religious
motives, the persons who teach them are not .guilty. But here a
certain question arises. Although the teachers of false doctrine are
not guilty, yet, all the same, great injury. may be done to others,
and indeed actually has been done to others, by such teaching. How,
then, is it with those who receive such injury? The answer to this
question is not given in our chapter, as a careful perusal of the
series of the spiritual sense will show. The reason is because the
subject is concerning those who teach false doctrine, and not con
cerning those who suffer from it, either spiritual injury, or spiritual
death, and therefore it must be sought elsewhere. And first with
regard to the reception of injury from false doctrine and its cure, we
learn, from Mark xvi. 18 in its spiritual sense, that those who imbibe
false doctrine, which is there called drinking a deadly thing, because
drinking corresponds to the reception' of truth or falsity in the under
standing, 996015, and a deadly thing evidently denotes falsity, if
they have a true faith in the Lord shall not be injured thereby.
And, secondly, that spiritual death is not the result of receiving false
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doctrine merely, but of appropriating what is evil, signified by eating,
is clear from Gen. ii. 17, as explained in 126-129.

But passing from this short digression, we are now to reflect on.
the remainder of the chapter; and it is interesting particularly to
notice how emphatically it is declared that injury, done to others
without evil intention, is excusable, and that such as inadvertently
err in this respect are to be protected, as we read in verse ·22-25.
And consider, also, the importance of the teaching of these verses
in their internal sense, especially with regard to what is represented
by the manslayer remaining in his city of refuge until the death of
the high priest. For the high priest represents the "work of the
salvation of those who are in the Lord's celestial kingdom?"; and as
this kingdom includes, specifically, those who are in good in each
of the three heavens, 10,017, therefore, also, he denotes the inmost
state as to good of everyone, and his death denotes, in. the best
sense, a new state of life, 5975, which is the result of the Judgment
that takes place after the death of the earthly body. That is to say,
when this new state of life is manifested, there is no longer any need
for the state of comparatively external restraint which is represented
by the manslayer remaining in his city of refuge. And how delightful
such a state of freedom will be to the spiritual man in our present state
we can very hardly conceive; for then all conflicts will have ceased;
and the external man will become the true expression of the internal,
as we learn from ver. 28; for there the manslayer himself denotes
the internal man, and the land of his possession the external. ,

Nor ought we to neglect the caution contained in verse 26-28; and
which we know very well is, as to. its spiritual teaching, so often
given in other parts of the Word. For how solemnly does the Lord
impress this upon us when He says, even in speaking of His Coming,
and thus of the Judgment, "Renlember Lot's wife" (Luke xvii, '32)!
And how, significant is the same kind of caution given to Shimei by
Solomon in I Kings ii. 36, which chapter also, in its internal sense,
has relation to the .same process 1 And there, truly, we see not only
what awaits all such persons as are represented by Shimei, but also
the impossibility of retaining, in the heavenly state, such imperfec
tions as are represented by the enemies of David and Solomon.
But on this subject it may be allowable to refer the reader to the
Two Books of Kings Explained, pages 21-39.

Another interesting point in connection with the process of Judg
merit is contained in the internal sense of ver. 30, which teaches that
a combination of truths is necessary to condemn those who have
confirmed themselves in .evll. For it is said, even in the literal sense,
that one witness shall not testify against any person that he die.
But there is another aspect of this truth that deserves consideration.
The whole of the inner meaning of this chapter has reference prin...
cipally to doctrine; and doctrine specifically considered. has relation
to the understanding of man. But man is not man by virtue of his
intellectual powers only, or even chiefly. For it is the will or the
love that constitutes the man, and the understanding only so far' as
it agrees with the will or love, and 1s used by the will or love as a
means of self-improvement. Ag'ain, it is not even sufficient that a
man should have an enlightened mind and a loving heart; for these
are no use by themselves, but only become useful when they are
expressed and embodied in a life of usefulness. And hence the
collective man is only fully represented by good deeds according to
an enlightened understanding and loving heart. And to .make va
perfect man, therefore, these must agree together and be in, harmony
especially in heaven, where only we shall find perfect men, that is:

regenerated men, or angels. And this is really the deeper truth
involved in the Lord's words that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses, in a case of dispute, or of wrongdoing, every word is to
b~ established (Matt. xviii. 16). And can we not all see and feel that
the grand object of our regeneration is to bring all these various
powers of our complex life into a glorious and blissful state of pure
feeling; correct thought, and delightful action? It is not surprising.
therefore, that the remaining verses of our chapter involve the truth
of ver, 30, first with regard to the evil, ver. 31, secondly, with respect
to the regenerating man, ver. 32, and, thirdly, as to the regenerated
man, verse 33-34. We may conclude, therefore,' with a few words
on each of these cases. No ransom is to be taken for the murderer
who is guilty of death. And here, plainly, deliberate wickedness is
meant; for spiritually to be guilty of death is to confirm evil by
falsity, and not simply to sin through ignorance or mistake, as the
references given emphatically show; and the confirmation of evil by
falsity is effected by the consent of the will' and the understanding
together embodied in the actions of' the life.

The second case is that in which a manslayer cannot, by paying
any ransom, come into the possession of his property, before' the
death of the high priest; and this denotes the state of the man who
i .s being regenerated, and has not, as yet, tully confirmed good by
truth, for until this is done redemption, or expiation, or atonement,
is not fully effected in him, and it can only be effected in the Judg..
ment, when the inmost good is manifested. It is true, indeed, that
there is the consent of the understanding and the will, and at the
same time the obedience of self-compulsion, 1937, -but not yet full
obedience from love, and in the meantime, therefore, there is still
some temptation, and here it is "he that endureth unto the end"
that will be saved.

But the third case is that of the fully regenerated man, in which
there is not to be pollution, as is represented by no blood-shedding
being permitted; and also there is the consciousness that without the
Lord, or apart from His continually in flowing life, man is disposed
to' confirm evil by falsity, but is withheld therefrom by the force of
Divine Love now operating externally as well as internally, as is
represented by the Lord dwelling in the midst of the land. So per
fectly, therefore, we now see, does the Word, in its internal sense,
describe every state of man, as to all his powers.
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CHAPTER X.XXVI
r

SUMMARY OF THE SPIRITUAL SENSE

I. The man of the external church perceives from Divine, Good
by Divine Truth, that those who are' in the affection of truth without.
truths receive an inheritance in the heavenly kingdom, verso 1-2.

2. But he is in ignorance as -to the truths relating to the con
junction of goodness with truth which is the heavenly marriage, and
therefore seeks instruction, verso 3-4. . .

3. in consequence of which he learns from Divine Truth, or the
Word, that this conjunction is effected in freedom; and yet that every
external affection is to 'be conjoined with its own intdrnal, or with
truths in harmony and agreement with itself, verso 5-13.

give the inheritance of Zelo
phehad our brother unto his
daughters.

3. And if they be married
to any of the sons of the
other tribes of the children
of Israel, then shall their
inheritance be taken away
from' the inheritance of our
fathers; and shall be added
to the inheritance of the
tribe whereunto I they shall
belong: so shall it be taken
away from the lot of our
inheritance.

and also that where the ex
ternal is in the fear of the
Lord, although without truths,
yet if he be in the affection
of truth from good, truths are
provided for him according to
that affection.

3. But still it seems to him
that the external affection
without its truths may- be con
joined in the heavenly mar
riage with an internal of a
different general class in the
Spiritual Church, and .thus
that it will be alienated, and
not brought into harmony with
its own. internal, but will be
come the possession of another
general class;

THE CONTENTS OF EACH VERSE

I. And the heads of the
fathers' houses of the family
of the children of Gilead, the
son of Machir, the son of
Manasseh, 'of the families of
the sons of Joseph, came
near, and. spake before
Moses, and before the
princes, the heads· of the
fathers' houses of the' chil
dren of Israel:

2. And -they said, The
LORD commanded my lord
to give the land for inherit
ance by lot to the children
of Israel: and my lord was
commanded by the LORD to

576

I. But the natural man, as,
to his leading principles, yet
in the beginning of regenera
tion, and who derives his life
successively from the new
understanding and the new
'will, peculiar to the man of
the Spiritual Church, who is in'
the celestial of the spiritual
life, or in charity from faith,
is in uncertainty concerning
truths, and depends upon his
conjunction with the leading
principles of the spiritual man,
which are Divine Truth from
the Lord and its subordinate
truths, .for enlightenment.

2. And thence he has the,
perception that it is. of the
Divine' Providence operating
by Divine Truth, that in
heaven and in the church, the
external man is brought .into
harmony with the, internal;

4. And when the jubile of
the children of Israel shall
be, then shall their inherit
ance be added unto the in
heritance of the tribe where
unto they shall'belong: so
shall their inheritance be
taken away from the inherit
ance of the tribe of our
fathers.

5. And Moses commanded
. the ch.ildren of Israel accord
ing to the word of the LORD,
saying, The tribe of the sons

, of Joseph speaketh right.

6. This is the thing which
the LORD doth command
concerning the daughters of
Zelophehad, saying, Let
them marry to whom they

pp

4. So that" in the heavenly
marriage of congenial human
souls, which is full, continual,
and eternal with' the man of
the Spiritual Church,' it ap
pears as. if the External of one
,general class might become
the inheritance of an Internal
in another, and thus be separ
ated eternally from its .own
Internal. .

s. But revelation is made by
Divine Truth from Divine
Good that the reasoning· of

, the .external or natural man,
having its origin from the
spiritual, is true according to
appearances, concerning .the
heavenly marriage and inherit-
ance; .

6. But that Divine Good
reveals the genuine truth, con
cerning the affection of truth
in the external man, giving
the perception that it must be
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think best; only to the
family of the tribe of their
father shall they marry.

7. So shall no inheritance
of the children of Israel
remove from tribe to tribe:
for the children of Israel
shall cleave everyone to the
inheritance of the tribe of
his fathers.

8. And every daughter,
that possesseth an inherit
ance in any tribe of the
children of Israel, shall be
wife unto one of the family
of the tribe of her father,
that the children of Israel
may possess every man the
inheritance of his fathers.

. 9. So shall no inheritance
remove from one tribe to
another tribe; for the tribes
of the children of Israel shall
cleave everyone to his own
inheritance.

conjoined to truth in perfect
f:eedom, but that each par
ticular affection must be con
joined to the truth which - is
congenial to it, and at the
same time is in harmony with
the subdivisions, and the
general class of affections to
which it belongs.

7. And that thus no par
ticular external affectionGan
be removed from its own sub
division or general class to
another, because in every case
the Internal of the' man of the
church conjoins to itself its
own parti~ular and perfectly
corresponding E xternal.

8. And every external affec
tion, with its possessions or
truths belonging to any
general class in the Spiritual
Church, is reciprocally con
joined to its corresponding ex
ternal. as to suhdivisionand
general class, so that thus
every Internal 'has possession
of its own External.

9. And, in this way; it is
not possible, in- heaven, that
Externals can be removed
from one subdivision or
genera1 class to another, since
it is always the Internal that
chooses for itself its own
External,

Zelophehad, were married
unto their father's brothers'
sons.

12. ,They were married
into the families of the sons
of Manasseh the son of
Joseph, and their inherit
ance remained in the tribe
of the family of their father.

13. These are the com-
.mandrnents and the judg
ments, which the LORD com
mall ded by' the hand of
Moses unto the childen of
Israel in the plains of Moab
by the Jordan at Jericho.

delight therein; may be dis
posed strongly to confirm
truth and abide in it; to be
governed by it, and thus to
be distinctly elevated above
merely natural good; and
therefore, although relatively
obscure, this affection is united
in the heavenly marriage with
an internal of its own kind or
to the truths of collateral in
ternal good, with which it per
fectly agrees.

12. And thus it is conjoined
eternally with the truths de
rived from the new will of
good which is peculiar to the
Celestial of the Spiritual
Church; and the external
truths thereof remain in that
subdivision and general class
to which they properly belong,
on account of their origin.

13. And all these are the
laws of Divine Order internal
and external proceeding from
Divine Good by Divine Truth,
and being intended for the
governm·ent of the man of the
church, even when he is in
a comparatively low state of
adulterated good, and yet is
obedient to the Word of the
Lord and to the knowledges of
truth derived therefrom.

10. Even as the LORD
commanded Moses, so -did
the daughters of Zelophe
had:

I I. For l\1ahIah, Tirz~h,
and Hoglah, and Milcah
and. Noah, the daughters of

10. And this actually hap
pens according to Divine
Order with all external affec-'
tions of truth grounded in the
fear of the Lord .conjoined
withlove.

I I. For such affection,
though weak for the want of
truths, may have a sincere
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. L .The heads of the fath~rs' houses of the family of the children
of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families
of. th.e sons of. Joseph, ~en?tes the natural man as to his leading
~rlnclples, y.et In the beginning of regeneration, and who derives his
life ~uccesslvely from the new understanding and the new will
peculiar to the man of the .Spiritual Church who is in the celestial of
the spiritual life, or in charity from faith, 3728, 7833, 591 2 , 4117,
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chap. xxvi. 29, 6237, 6238, 4286; and their coming near, and speak
ing before Moses, and before the princes the heads. of the fath~rs'
houses of the children of Israel, denotes uncertainty concernmg'
truths and dependence upon conjunction with the leading principles .of
the spiritual man, which are Divine Truth from the Lord and Its
subordinate truths, for enlightenment, 3572, 2271, 7010, 1482, 3728,

7833, 3654.

2. Their saying denotes perception, 1822'; "T'he Lord commanded
my lord to give the land for inheritance by lot to the children of
Israel," denotes that it is of the Divine Providence, operating by
Divine Truth that, in heaven and in the church, the external man
is brought into harmony with the internal, 2001, 5486, 7010, 8899,
370 5, 32 39, 6494; "and my lord, was commanded by the Lord to
give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters,"
denotes that where the external is in the fear of the Lord, although
without truths, 'yet if he be in the affection of truth from- good, truths
are provided for' him according to that affection, 7010, 5486, 2001,
8899, 2658, chap. xxvi. 33, 1222. "-

3. "l\nd if they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes
of. the children of Israel," denotes that still it seems to him' that
the external affection, without its. truths, may be conjoined-In the,
heavenly marriage with an internal of a different gener~l ~l~ss ~n the
Spiritual Church, 2173, 489, 3858, 3654; "then shall their inheritance
be taken away from, the inheritance of our fathers," denotes that the
external affection will be alienated, 2658, 3947; "and shall be added
to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they shall belong," denotes
that it will become the possession of another general class, 4692 ,

2658, 3858; and "so shall it be taken away from the lot of our
inheritance," denotes that it. will not be brought into harmony with
its own internal degree, 3947, 2658. #

4. "4nd when the jubile of the children of Israel shall be," denotes
so. that in the heavenly marriage of congenial human souls; which
is full, continual, and eternal with the' man 'of the Spiritual Church,
8802, Lev. xxv. 10 ; "then shall their inheritance be added to the
tribe \vhereunto' they belong," denotes that it appears as if the
External of one general class might become the inheritance of an
Internal in another, 2658, 3947, 3858, 155, 156; and" so shill their
inheritance be taken away from the tribe of our fathers," denotes
thus separation eternally from its own Internal, 2658, 3947, 3858,
7833.

5. Moses commanding the children of Israel, according to the word
of the Lord, saying, "The tribe of the sons of Joseph speaketh right,"
denotes that revelation is made by Divine Truth from Divine Good
that the reasoning of the external or natural man, having its origin
from the spiritual, is true according to appearances, concerning the
heavenly marriage and inheritance, 7010, 5486, 3654, 2001, 3858,
5912, 4286, 7740.

6. "This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded concerning'
the daughters of Zelophehad, saying," denotes that Divine Good
reveals the genuine truth concerning the affection of truth in the,
external man, giving the perception, 2001, 5486, chap. xxvi. 33, 1822;
"Let thern marry to whom they think best," _denotes that it must
be conjoined to truth in perfect freedom, 10,173; and" only to the

familv of the tribe of their father shall they marry," denotes that
each 01 p~rticul~r affection must be .conj?i~ed to the tru~h which is

, congenial to, It, and at the same time IS In" harmony with the sub.
divisions, and the general class of affections to which it belongs,
7833, 10,I73·

7. "So shall no inheritance of the children of Israel remove from
tribe to tribe," denotes that thus no particular external affection can
be removed from its own subdivision,' or general class, to another,
2658, 3654, 2973, 3858; and "for the children of Israel shall cleave
everyone to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers," denotes
'because in every case the Internal of the man of the church conjoins
to itself its own particular and perfectly corresponding External,
3654, 3875, 2658, 3858, 7833, 37032"

8. "And every daughter that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe
of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto on~ of the family of the
tribe of her father," denotes that every external affection, with its
possessions or truths, belonging to any general class in the Spiritual
Church, is reciprocalJy conjoined to its corresponding internal, 4891
2658, 3858, 3654, 915,' 7833; and "that the children of Israel may
possess every man the inheritance of his fathers," denotes as to sub.
division and general class, so that thus every Internal has possession
of its own External, 3654, 2658, 7833, 37032. .

9. "So shall no inheritance remove from one tribe to another
tribe," denotes that it is not possible, in heaven, that Externals can
be removed from one subdivision, or general class, to another, 2658,
2973, 3858; "for the tribes of the children of Israel shall cleave
everyone to his own inheritance," denotes that it is always the
Internal that chooses for itself its own External, 3858, 3654, 3875,
2658.

10. Even as the Lord commanded Moses, so the daughters of
Zelophehad doing, denotes that this actually happens according to
Divine Order with all external affections of truth grounded in the
fear of the Lord conjoined with love, 2001, 5486, 7010, 489, chap.
xxvi. 33. .

11. 'For Mahlah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the
daughters of Zelophehad, being married unto their father's brothers'
sons, denotes that such affection, though weak for the want of
truths, may have a sincere delight therein; may be disposed strongly
to confirm truth, and abide in it; ·to be governed by it, and thus to
be distinctly elevated above merely' natural good; and therefore"
although relatively obscure, this affection is united in the heavenly
marriage with ·an internal of its own kind,· or to the truths of
collateral internal good with which it perfectly agrees, chap. xxvi. 33,
4434, 3803, 489.

12. Their being- married into the families of the sons of Manasseh
the son of Joseph; and their inheritance remaining in the tribe of
the family .of their father, denotes that thus it is conjoined eternally
with the truths derived from the new will of good, which is peculiar
to the celestial of the Spiritual Church; and that the external truths
thereof remain in that subdivision and general class to which they
properly belong on account of their origin, 4434, 7833, 489, 6237,
6238, 4286, 2658, 3858, 37032. .
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1 • These being the commandments and the judgm~nts, which the
Lord commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel
in the plains of Moab by the Jordan at Jericho, denotes that .all these
are the laws of Divine Order, internal and external, proceeding from
Divine Good by Divine Truth, and being in~en.ded for the, gO'yernment
of •the man of 'the church, even when he I~ In a comparatively low
state of adulterated good, and yet is obedient to the Word of the
Lord and to the knowledges of truth derived therefrom, 8972, 2001,
5486,'878, 7010, 3654, 2418, 2'468, 1585, 93251 0

•

We are already acquainted with signification of the first person
named in this chapter; for he represe.nt.s the n~tural man In t~e
beginning of regeneration, and the orrgrn of. this n~tural man. IS
given in chap. xxvii. 1, while, elsewhere, he, IS described as" being
in" the good of the pleasure of the sensual things of the body" 41170

But we are not to understand Gilead to si~ni~y mere~y sensoual,
pleasure; it is. that kind of sensual pleasure which IS assocl~t~d Wl~h,
is controlled by, and is derived from the newly formed r~hgious hfe
from the new understanding of truth and the ne,,: 'YI11 of good
respectively denoted by ~achir and !'1anasseh. . But It l~ a fact, .all
the same, that this new life necessarily has a mixed quality, because
of the interference of the merely natural man, and therefore woe ,cannot
wonder if the ruling principle, ?r princiI?les, here are In some
obscurity, especially as, to the subject of this chapter: An? y~t we
see also in our first section, that, nevertheless, there IS subjection to
the Wo~d of the Lord, and perception thence that the new ~atural
man who humbly fears the Lord and lo~es the truth, although at
first he is ignorant, has his proper place In the church of the Lord,
and in the kingdom of heaven. And it will naturally occ~r to most
of us that we must all pass through the states here described j that (
it is in certain respects, a troublesome time; and that we shall be
verv' glad when we are no longer Gileadites in the. strict sense ?f the
term, even if it should turn out that we form .a po;t1on of the ult1ma~e
heaven. For we have the consolation of being ~nstructed from this
chapter, that rwe shall not only he provided WIth truths, b.ut also
enter into the heavenly marriage of good and truth; and, In fact,
since abstract good and truth h~ve no ex~stence, that we shall ea~h

of us in his own heaven find hIS congenial eternal partner. ThIS,
however, is anticipating. For there is a difficulty in the way as our
second section shows.

And this difficulty is certainly. very ~efinitely stated, so. that'3:fter
all, this natural man is not quite so Ignorant as we ml&ht think,
even granting that appearances of. truth such as there are I? nature,
in the Word and in human experience, are apt to delude him some
what. Being in the church, and having to some extent r~a1iz~d ~is
possessions and privileges, he knows already. that oregeneratIon IS Iike
a marriage· that it is compared to a marriage In the Word of the
Lord and ~ven that the church itself is called the bride, and that
the Lord Himself is called the Husband (Rev. xxi. 2). He knows
also that the kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king who
made a marriage for his son (Matt. xxii. 2); that some people are
not willing to come to the marriage; and that of those who do come,
some have not a wedding- garment; and thus he clearly sees that the
heavenly marriage is something r~al, although ~e n:ay not.know
that it is the conjunction of truth WIth good, of faith with charity, or
of wisdom with love in himself. But when it is put before him he
begins to realize it a little; for ·he sees that to have faith without
love, or love without faith, is not reasonable; and also that to have
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these and not to .embody them in his life is inconsistent. He believes,
therefore, firmly that there is to be conjunction with th~ Lord by
love to Him, and also that when it takes plac~ the ~ossesslon? o! t~e
bridewiU belong to the bridegroom; for he WIll realize that hIS hf~ IS
from the Lord and that at last his internal man is to have possession
of his external' nlan. But what he fearsIs that his own tribe, through
this marziage, will lose its inheritance, or part of it; that another
tribe will gain-that part, and that this will be wrong, or not accord
ing to the' division by lot. That is, spiritually, it may. be, tha~ "the
external affection, without its, truths, may be conjoined, In t~e

heavenly marriage, with an internal o! a ~ifferent .general class In
the Spiritual Church, and thus that It WIll be alienated and not
brought into harmony with its own inte:nal, but will b~conle the
possession of another general class"; or .In other words, It nlay be
that- the external represent~d by the bride a.nd he~ possession.s will
not be adapted to its new Internal, so that In reahty there \VIn not
be a proper heavenly marriage. And there is fear also that finally. in
the year of jubile, that is spiritually, in the Judgment, the possession
of his fathers will be entirely lost; again, spiritually, there is fear that
"in the heavenly marriage of congenial human souls, which is full,
continual and eternal with the man of the Spiritual Church, it
appears as if the External of one general class might become the
inheritance of an Internal in another, and thus be separated eternally
from its own internal," or in other words, that the External will not
be truly in harmony with the new Internal, and thus again that there
will not be' a proper heavenly marriage. ' , '

And here it may be remarked, before proceeding to the next section,
that this picture, in both its literal and spiritual senses, suggests
some 'thoughts on Christian marriages, ~s they actually ~re in the
world at the present day. .Of course, In all such marrtag'es the
church and the state both assume that the marriage is genuine, and
exactly according to the Lord's teaching in Matt. xix, 3-6, because
the contracting parties themselves' assume this. And therefore,
according to the law, both spiritually and naturally, these marriages
are for life, or during life in this world; and indeed if, they are
genuine they will be for eternity as well, for this is involved in the
expression " What, therefore, God hath joined together" let not man
put asunder." But on the other hand, if any marriageis not genuine,
still it must be maintained until the decease of one of the parties,
because it was assumed by both, spiritual and natural law -to be
genuine, and it is certainly representatively genuine -on this- account,
But the fact is, in this case, that not being genuine, it cannot be
eternal, and is really just such an uncongenial union as 'is implied
and represented in this section .by marriages contracted between
individuals of different tribes, the true marriages being signified by
those contracted within the same tribe (R.R. 378). But what then,
it lnay be asked, is to happen to such ill-matched pairs in the other
life? The answer is, that each party, if regenerated, and thus pre
pared for heaven, will be certain to find his or her conjugial partner
there; for we are taught that it is of Divine Providence that conjugial
pairs should be born, and that finally they will be brought together
in that world where perfection of character exists, and where there is
no conceahnent of that character, so that there is no possibility of
making a mistake, in a state where every man is some 'specific
form of love veiled by wisdom, and every woman is some specific
form of wisdom veiled by love (G.L. 32 ) . ,

Turning now to the third section, let us carefully consider it. In
the first place we l~arn that, according to the Word of the Lord, the
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new natural man, denoted by the tribe of the sons of Joseph,' had
spoken the ,truth. That is, he had done so sincerely believing that
the appearances of truth in which he was were genuine. For if the
affection for truth constituting the spiritual life of any particular
woman could be conjoined with the truths earnestly loved by a par
ticular man of an altogether uncongenial character; and if this
uncongenial character could really possess and appropriate to himself
a life so dissimilar to his own, so that it might form the will of
which he was the understanding, even to eternity (H.R. 367), ,then it
is clear that this internal life, or love of wisdom in the husband',
would so take possession of that external affection" or life, in his
wife, as to entirely overpower it, because it is a law of Divine. Order
in heaven 'that the external life of an individual should be conformed
to his internal life, and not the reverse; and what is true of one
individual is true also of married partners in heaven, since the
husband is always the internal life of which the wife is always the
external. But this is absurd, because in heaven there is no pre
ponderance of the understanding of the husband over' the will of 'his
wife; or the reverse (H.H. 369). Hence then we now see wherein the
perception of a Gileadite, spiritually speaking, is right. For it is
impossible that external affection such as is represented by the
daughters of Zelophehad can form, in heaven, 'association by mar
riage, with an internal affection, in a tribe, or in an angelic society,
not its own, 471. We cannot therefore wonder at the decision con
tained' -in verso 6-7, either in the literal or in the spiritual sense, and
if the references there given are consulted the truth of the latter
sense will be more clearly seen. But it is not necessary to dwell
upon the remaining part of the chapter, since what has already been
said illustrates the spiritual sense of it. And, therefore, we close this
chapter and this book with the following interesting statement: "The
manner in which marriages are formed in the heavens, I have .also
been allowed to see. Everywhere in heaven those who are of similar
dispositions are consociated, and those are dissociated who are dis-

'.similar; and hence every society of heaven consists of those who are
similar; for they who are alike are drawn together not of themselves,

. but from the Lord.... In the same manner married partners,
whose minds are capable of being conjoined into one, are drawn to
each other; therefore at first sight they love each other, see that they
are conjugial partners, and enter into marriage from their inmost
souls. Hence it is that all the marriages in the heavens are from
the Lord alone. They also celebrate the marriage feast, which is
.attended by a numerous company; these festivities differ in different
societies" (H.H. 383).

THE END
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